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For an introduction to our tafsirs and for a discussion of the Basmallah, which is the first ayah of 
this Surah, please see our tafsir of Surah Fatihah, which is also on Quran-Tafsir.org 



2. Alif. Lam. Meem. 

Insha Allah we have already discussed this ayah at the beginning of Surah Baqarah, 
please refer to that Surah for a tafsir of this ayah. 




3. Allah. There is no illah except He. Al-Hayy. Al-Qayyoum. 

Allah (swt) beings Surah Al-Imran by telling us about Himself. Allah (swt) tells us why it 
is that He (swt) deserves all of the worship and servitude and why nothing else deserves any 
worship or any obedience. As we mentioned in our tafsir of Surah Fatihah, much of Surah Al- 
Imran is a response to the Christians and a demonstration of how their beliefs are wrong. So 
right here in the very beginning of Surah Al-Imran, Allah (swt) attacks the Christians and He 
(swt) shows us how wrong and corrupted their beliefs are. Allah (swt) shows us how He (swt) is 
not how they claim Him (swt) to be. He (swt) is the One and Only. He (swt) has no child or 
partner. Also recall that as we completed Surah Baqarah, we prayed to Allah (swt) to give us 
victory over the people who do kufr, here in this ayah we see the essential difference between 
those who do kufr and those who stand to defend the Message of Allah (swt). The Message of 
Allah (swt) is a call to Tawhid and this ayah is the essence to Tawhid. Tawhid is the absoluteness 


Oneness of Allah (swt), it is an affirmation of how He (swt) does not share His (swt)'s divinity or 
His (swt)'s sovereignty to rule with any child or partner. This ayah tells us that Allah (swt) is only 
One and it tells us the reason why He (swt) only One. 
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Allah (swt) says in this ayah "Allah. There is no illah except He. Al-Hayy. Al- 
Qayyoum". Allah (swt) tells us in this ayah that He (swt) is One and Only, there is no god other 
than He (swt). Here we can see how the meaning of this ayah is a powerful attack on the 
Aqeedah of the Christians. The Christians believe in the divinity of Allah (swt) being shared with 
others, they believe in corrupt concepts like Trinity and of "god having a son". With this ayah 
alone Allah (swt) completely destroys such corrupted beliefs. This ayah gives the meaning that 
there is only One God. One God. There is no god except Allah (swt). 

In this ayah not only does Allah (swt) tell us that there is only He (swt) as the One True 
God, but He (swt) also tells us why He (swt) is the only God. It is because only He (swt) is Al- 
Hayy and Al-Qayyoum. Only Allah (swt) is Al-Hayy. Only Allah (swt) is Alive and never dies. 
Everything else tastes death, everything else has known of a state of non-existence. Even 'Isa 
(as), even Mariam (as), even "the holy ghost", even the saints, even the Pope. There was a time 
when all of these did not even exist, and there will be a time when all of these are no more. Only 
Allah (swt) is the Eternally Alive, His (swt)'s Life does not have a beginning or an end. So how 
can you share the divinity of Allah (swt) with these created things? How can something be divine 
when it has known a state of non-existence? How can you worship and obey these created things 
instead of Allah (swt)? Similarly only Allah (swt) is Al-Qayyoum. Only Allah (swt) is Self- 
Subsisting. Allah (swt) does not need anything else or anyone else for His (swt)' Existence. 
Everything in the universe needs Allah (swt) and He (swt) does not need anything. Even the 
created things that the Christians worship and obey need Allah (swt) while He (swt) does not 
need them. Does not Isa (as) need air to breathe? Does not Mariam (as) need food to eat? Does 
not the Pope need to relieve himself in the toilet? So how can you worship and obey them 
instead of Allah (swt)? How can you ascribe the divinity of Allah (swt) to them? Just look at the 
universe around you, can you find even one thing in this entire universe that is Al-Hayy and Al- 
Qayyoum like Allah (swt)? Can you find even one thing that is Eternally Alive and Self- 
Subsisting? One thing that has existed forever. One thing that is not in need. No on the contrary 
what you will find is that everything only exists for a limited time and everything is dependent on 
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something else for its existence. First of all this shows us that Allah (swt) cannot be from this 
creation. The Divine cannot be from the creation. In addition this also shows that this creation 
needs Allah (swt) and so this creation is a proof for His (swt)'s Existence. Everything in this 
universe is limited and dependent in some way and so it is a creation that needs a Creator. This 
is true without exception for every single thing in the creation. So just in these few words Allah 
(swt) establishes Tawhid, Fie (swt) then proves Tawhid with sensible proofs from the universe 
around us and then Fie (swt) completely destroys the very foundations of the corrupted beliefs of 
the Christians. This shows us how Allah (swt) can place so much meaning in only a few words of 
the Quran, thus also proving to us that this Book cannot be from other than Him (swt). 

This ayah also shows the difference between those who stand up for this Message and 
those who oppose it. This ayah is the essence of the conflict that has existed in mankind since 
the time of Adam (as). The subject matter of this ayah is at the very heart of this conflict. There 
are those who believe in the Oneness of Allah (swt), who submit to Him (swt) in every aspect of 
their lives, who make Him (swt) as God and Sovereign, and then there are those who reject the 
Oneness of Allah (swt), who associate partners with Him (swt), who allow others to legislate 
besides Him (swt). So one group of people wants to make Allah (swt) supreme and the other 
group wants to oppose Allah (swt). One group wants to worship and serve Allah (swt) with every 
moment of their lives and the other group wants to worship false gods and serve their desires. 
This is the essence of this conflict. A conflict between Truth and falsehood. A conflict between 
those who turn to Allah (swt) and those who go away from Him (swt). We as Muslims are that 
group who fights for Allah (swt). As we ended Surah Baqarah we asked Allah (swt) to give us 
victory over the people who do kufr, this is the conflict in which we yearn for victory from our 
Rabb. So from this we see the connection between the last ayah of Surah Baqarah and the first 
ayah of Surah Imran. In that ayah we prayed for victory in this battle and this ayah reminds us of 
what this battle is about. We are striving to make Allah (swt) supreme in all aspects of life. The 
One Who we live every moment for. May Allah (swt) give victory for His (swt)'s Message! May 
Allah (swt) allow His (swt)'s Oneness to prevail over all the lands once again! 
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4. He has send down to you the Book with the Truth, confirming what came before it, 
and He has sent down the Tawrah and the Injeel. 

In the previous ayah Allah (swt) reminded us as to what was the essence of Tawhid. 

Allah (swt) reminded us how He (swt) was the Eternally Living and the Self-Subsisting and how 
there was nothing else in all of creation that was like Him (swt). This is why He (swt) deserves all 
of the worship and all of the obedience. This is a fact that is observable by anyone who studies 
the universe around them. So how is it that people take others for worship besides Allah (swt) 
and how is that they obey others besides Him (swt)? Despite such clear evidences people still 
worship false gods and they obey false masters. Why do they do this? Many people, like the 
Christians, would claim that such is what they found in their Books. They would claim that their 
Books told them to worship and obey other than Allah (swt). In this ayah Allah (swt) reminds 
such people that He (swt) is the Source of their Books and He (swt) never called on the worship 
or servitude of other than Him (swt). So whatever they have and whatever they claim to be 
Books from Allah (swt) are not what He (swt) had sent down. Rather they are false scriptures 
that they themselves had invented. Can you really believe that'Isa (as) told the people to 
worship him (as) instead of Allah (swt), especially when he (as) was only a human? Can you 
really believe that Musa (as) told the people to blindly follow the rabbis instead of looking to the 
Law of Allah (swt)? Of course not. Rather these are falsehoods that were invented by corrupted 
men. It was not the Tawrah or the Injeel that told the people to worship and serve other than 
Allah (swt). Allah (swt) revealed these books with the Truth. What these people follow on the 
other hand is only falsehood. So in this ayah Allah (swt) affirms the Truth of what He (swt) has 
sent down and He (swt) exposes the falsehood of what they follow. Thus even the Books that 
Allah (swt) sent down affirm His (swt)'s Oneness that is apparent in all of the creation. 
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Allah (swt) begins this ayah by saying "He has send down to you the Book with the 
Truth". Remember that in the previous ayah Allah (swt) had described Himself (swt) to us, He 
(swt) told us that He (swt) is Al-Hayy and Al-Qayyoum. So in the previous ayah Allah (swt) 
told us Who He (swt) IS. In this ayah Allah (swt) tells us what He (swt) has done. He (swt) is the 
One Who sent down the Quran with the Truth to the Prophet (saw). This Quran is the Truth 
because it is from Allah (swt). Compare this Truth now with the falsehood of the books that the 
Jews and Christians have. What the Quran has is the Truth and what they have falsehood. This 
fact can be seen both from what Allah (swt) is telling us in this ayah and from looking at what 
the Quran says and what their books say. Their books say "god has a son", their books say "god 
can make mistakes", their books say "god wrestled all night with Jacob and lost". See now the 
foolishness and the stupidity of their books. Can such books be the Truth? Can such books be 
from Allah (swt)? Do you really think that the Creator and Sustainer of the universe to be like 
this? While the Quran on the other hand says that Allah (swt) is Al-Hayy and Al-Qayyoum. 

The Magnificent. The Majestic. The Perfect One. Is this not how you would want to know your 
Creator as? Is this not how you would think God to be? So see now which Book is the Truth and 
which is falsehood. Thus in this ayah Allah (swt) reminds the Prophet (saw) that this Quran is the 
Truth which He (swt) Himself has sent down. With this Truth the Prophet (saw) and all those 
who follow him (saw) can destroy all falsehood. 

Then Allah (swt) describes the Quran as "confirming what came before it". There are 
at least two ways in which the Quran confirms what came before it. One way is that the Quran 
presents the same Message as all of the other Books that Allah (swt) ever sent down had 
presented. Every prophet and every messenger that Allah (swt) had ever sent came with same 
Message as the Message of the Quran. A Message calling to Allah (swt). A Message declaring the 
absolute Oneness of Allah (swt). A Message that teaches how to dedicate one's life in worship 
and servitude to Allah (swt). So by having the exact same Message as the previous Books that 
Allah (swt) had sent before, the Quran confirms what is in those Books. 
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Another way that the Quran confirms what came before it is that those Books confirm 
what is in the Quran. Those Books affirm and confirm the Quran just like the Quran affirms and 
confirms them. Many of the previous Books that Allah (swt) had sent confirm the coming of the 
Quran and they confirm the coming of the Prophet (saw) bearing the Quran. There are many 
Books that foretell the coming of the Prophet (saw). For example there are narrations from the 
time of the Prophet (saw) where the knowledgeable scholars from among the Jews would say 
that the only reason why they had left Philistine, the land of milk and honey, for Arabia, the land 
of hardship and difficulty, was because they were expecting the coming of the final prophet in 
this land. This clearly shows that their Books had prophecies of the advent of the Prophet (saw) 
in Arabia. Allah (swt) told them to look for His (swt)'s final messenger in this land. So another 
way in which the Quran confirms what came before it is that it is the fulfillment of these 
prophecies in the previous Books that Allah (swt) had sent. 

Finally Allah (swt) ends this ayah by saying "and He has sent down the Tawrah and 
the Injeel". What the Jews today claim to be the "Torah" and what the Christians today claim to 
be the "Old Testament" is not the Tawrah that Allah (swt) had sent down to Musa (as). Similarly 
what the Christians claim today to be the "Gospels" or the "New Testament" is not what Allah 
(swt) has sent down to 'Isa (as). These books that are in existence today among the Jews and 
Christians may have some remnants of what Allah (swt) had sent down to His (swt)'s messengers 
but they are certainly not the same. There is much that is in these books that Allah (swt) had not 
sent down and there is much that Allah (swt) had sent down that is not in these books. For 
example these books ascribe divinity to the creation by saying that 'Isa (as) or Mariam (as) or 
Ezra need to be worshipped along side Allah (swt). These books even speak of the prophets of 
Allah (swt) supposedly committing the worst and most foul of sins like drinking wine and 
committing incest. Such blasphemy was never part of the Tawrah or the Injeel that Allah (swt) 
had sent down. Neither is the fabricated statement of'Isa (as) where he (as) supposedly said 
"give what is due to god to god and what is due to Caesar to Caesar". This false statement has 
been the basis of Secularism but it completely contradicts the fact that Allah (swt) is the Lord and 
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Master of the universe. So how could a messenger of Allah (swt) have spoken such words? 
Similarly there is much that Allah (swt) had originally sent down that has been purposely 
removed from these books. An example of this would be all of the prophecies that tell of the 
coming of the Prophet (saw). There were explicit verses in both the Tawrah and the Injeel that 
spoke of the coming of the Final Messenger. Flowever once the Jews and the Christians decided 
to reject the Prophet (saw) they removed these verses from their books. They removed these 
verses just as they removed the verses that said that only Allah (swt) must be worshipped and 
served because only Fie (swt) is the only God and the only Sovereign for all creation. They 
changed the Book of Allah (swt) even when they knew how great an evil they were doing and 
how displeasing such an act was to Allah (swt). See then how great their evil was. May Allah 
(swt) save us from ever becoming like them! 

Some people may ask as to why Allah (swt) allowed them to change His (swt)'s Books. 
The simple answer to this is that when man wants to do evil then Allah (swt) allows him to do 
that evil. Unless there is a reason to prevent man from doing that evil, Allah (swt) allows him to 
do that evil because such was the choice that he made. Now Allah (swt) Knew that Fie (swt) 
would send down the Quran after Fie (swt) had sent down the Tawrah and the Injeel. So when 
these evil men went to change their books in order to suit their whims and desires, Allah (swt) 
allowed them to change their books even though Fie (swt) could have stopped them. This was 
the evil that their own hands did. Allah (swt) Knew that Fie (swt) would send the Quran to 
correct the fabrications that they had made so Allah (swt) let them do their evil. But as for the 
Quran Allah (swt) Knew that Fie (swt) would not send down any other books after it. This is why 
Allah (swt) protected the Quran, Fie (swt) did not allow anyone to change it. It is as we have it 
today just as Allah (swt) had revealed to the Prophet (saw). 

So in this ayah we see that Allah (swt) tells us that it was Fie (swt) Who had sent down 
the Tawrah and the Injeel. But we also see that the books which the Jews and Christians have 
today is not what Allah (swt) had sent down. These books are falsehood, while what Allah (swt) 
had sent down was the Truth. The Truth that had been in these books were removed piece by 
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piece and altered piece by piece until the Truth that Allah (swt) had revealed was no longer there 
but instead all that remained was falsehood. Today there is only one Book that has the Truth as 
Allah (swt) had revealed it. So if you want to find out the Truth about Allah (swt) and you want 
to find out the Truth about this universe you only need to turn to the Book of Allah (swt). As 
Allah (swt) tells us in this ayah it is what He (swt) has revealed with the Truth, confirming what 
has come before it. May Allah (swt) enable us all to turn to His (swt)'s Book again and again and 
may He (swt) enable us to always see it as the Truth that it is! 
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5. From before a guidance for mankind, and He sent down the Furqan. Surely the 
ones who do kufr to the signs of Allah for them is a severe punishment, and Allah is 
Mighty and of Great Retribution. 

Recall how Allah (swt) ended the previous ayah by reminding us that He (swt) is the One 
Who sent down the Quran in Truth to the Prophet (saw) and that He (swt) is the One Who sent 
down the Tawrah and the Injeel. This ayah is a direct continuation of that ayah. In this ayah 
Allah (swt) continues to tell us how He (swt) has sent down books to guide mankind and He 
(swt) tells us what will be the fate of those who reject this revelation that He (swt) has sent 
down. We should realize from this that this Message is the communication of Allah (swt) and we 
should realize the consequences of rejecting it. 

Allah (swt) begins this ayah by saying "From before a guidance for mankind". This 
describes the Tawrah and the Injeel. They were sent down before the time of the Prophet (saw) 
and they were sent down as a guidance for mankind. So we see that the purpose of the Tawrah 
and the Injeel was the same purpose as the Quran, and that is to guide mankind to Allah (swt). 
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Our life is nothing but a journey to Allah (swt) and the Books that Allah (swt) sends down are our 
guides on this journey. They tell us what Allah (swt) is pleased with and they tell us what He 
(swt) is displeased with. Is there any treasure then in this whole world that is more valuable than 
this revelation that Allah (swt) has sent down? What is more important in your life than attaining 
the Pleasure of Allah (swt)? What is more important than that which guides you to Allah (swt)? 

So in this part of the ayah Allah (swt) reminds us that these books are revelation from Him (swt) 
that guide us to Him (swt). 

Then Allah (swt) says "and He sent down the Furqan". Linguistically the word 
"Furqan" means that which divides or that which separates into two. It is used here to refer to 
all of the Books that Allah (swt) has sent down, including the Quran, the Tawrah and the Injeel. 
All of these Books perform the job of dividing or separating. They separate the Truth from the 
falsehood; they show what beliefs are true and what beliefs are false. They separate the right 
from the wrong; they show the righteous actions that are pleasing to Allah (swt) and they show 
the sinful actions that are displeasing to Him (swt). They separate the good from the evil; they 
show who are the good people whose example we should try to follow and they show the evil 
people whose example we should try to avoid. So all of the Books that Allah (swt) has sent down 
have served this task of separating and dividing. That is why they are called Furqan. 

Now because these Books are Furqan this is the reason why they are a guidance. Once 
you have the Book from Allah (swt), and once you understand that Book then you will never be 
confused in your life again. You clearly know what is pleasing to Allah (swt) and you know what 
is displeasing to Him (swt). So you will always be guided to Allah (swt). Here then we see the 
connection between the two parts of the ayah. The first part says that the Books are a guidance 
for mankind, and the second part describes those books as Furqan. The reason they are a 
guidance is because they make clear for mankind what is pleasing to Allah (swt) and what is not 
pleasing to Him (swt). Through these distinctions they show mankind the path to follow to be 
guided to the Pleasure of Allah (swt). They show mankind what is the purpose of their creation. 
So what is more special than these Books? How can we ever neglect our Book? 
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In the next part of the ayah Allah (swt) says "Surely the ones who do kufr to the 
signs of Allah for them is a severe punishment". Allah (swt) has given mankind countless 
signs to show them that this Message is indeed the Truth. How many signs are there in the 
universe that point to the Existence, the Oneness and the total Sovereignty of Allah (swt)? 
Everything in the universe, simply by the fact that it is limited and dependent shows that it has 
been created by Allah (swt) and shows that it needs Allah (swt). Similarly just as Allah (swt) has 
placed countless signs all over the universe, He (swt) has also placed signs in the Messages that 
He (swt) has sent. Simply look at the Quran for example, every ayah in the Quran is a sign that 
this Book could only be from Allah (swt). No human being has ever been able to compose even 
one small Surah like it. So Allah (swt) created the human being to worship and serve Him (swt), 
and He (swt) sent the human being a Message to remind him of that purpose. Allah (swt) put 
several signs in this Message so that the human may know without a doubt that this Message is 
indeed from Him (swt). What then should be the fate of a human who willfully turns away from 
this Message that his Creator and Sustainer has sent him? Your Creator is trying to communicate 
with you and you are turning away from Him (swt). Your Sustainer is trying to tell you for what 
purpose you were created and for what purpose you are being sustained and you are turning 
away from Him (swt). What then should be your fate if you do such evil? Allah (swt) says 
""Surely the ones who do kufr to the signs of Allah for them is a severe punishment". 
The word kufr means to cover something that you know is the Truth, the people who do this are 
whom Allah (swt) is threatening this ayah. The English language is too weak to describe the 
strength and the severity of the punishment with which Allah (swt) threatens these people. He 
(swt) says that for them is a severe punishment. It is the most painful and excruciating of 
torments that is possible. Think for a moment about the Power of Allah (swt), now think how 
much pain He (swt) can cause you if He (swt) is displeased with you. Do you then realize how 
terrified you must be of this ayah? But this is what you deserve if you turn away from the Signs 
of Allah (swt). This is what you deserve if you turn away from this Message after you are 
convinced that it is the Truth. 
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Finally Allah (swt) ends this ayah by reminding us that Fie (swt) is "Mighty and of 
Great Retribution". Flere Allah (swt) links His (swt)'s Power with His (swt)'s threat of 
punishment. This is a thought that should terrify all of us. All those who have ever turned away 
from this Message have always known that it was indeed the Truth from Allah (swt). But they 
chose to serve their passions and desires instead of serving their Creator and Sustainer. Flow 
unjust and evil are a people who would turn away from the One Who brought them into 
existence and the One Who is keeping them in existence for every moment of their lives? So in 
this ayah Allah (swt) reminds all those who would think of turning away from His (swt)'s Message 
that Fie (swt) is indeed "Mighty and of Great Retribution". Allah (swt) is Mighty in that Fie 
(swt) has the Power to do all things, there is nothing that Fie (swt) cannot do. So Fie (swt) can 
punish those who turn away from this Message in any way that Fie (swt) pleases. Allah (swt) is 
also "of Great Retribution". Just look at how terrifying a Name this is. It would be wrong for 
you to think that this Name is only for those who turn away from this Message. Even a believer 
should think of this Name when he feels tempted to commit a sin or when he feels lazy in doing 
his obligations to Allah (swt). Allah (swt) is the Most Kind and the Most Merciful, but do not think 
for one moment that Allah (swt) would not punish you if Fie (swt) chooses to. Simply look at this 
Name with which Fie (swt) is describing Flimself (swt). If Allah (swt) wanted, Fie (swt) could 
make you pay dearly for every act of transgression and disobedience to Him (swt). Of course we 
should all always have a hope for the Mercy of Allah (swt) because the first thing that Allah (swt) 
told us about Flimself in the Quran is that Fie (swt) was Ar-Rahman and Ar-Raheem. But at the 
same time when Allah (swt) describes Flimself with a Name like "of Great Retribution", how 
can we not fear Him (swt) as well? Allah (swt) did not need to make us fear Him (swt) but Fie 
(swt) did. Allah (swt) did not need to describe Flimself with Names like "of Great Retribution" 
but Fie (swt) did. This shows us that just as we must always have a hope for the Mercy of Allah 
(swt) we must also fear Him (swt). We should have an equal amount of hope in the Mercy of 
Allah (swt) and fear of the Wrath of Allah (swt). May Allah (swt) save us from His (swt)'s 
Punishment! May Allah (swt) give us the enabling grace to only do what Fie (swt) is pleased with! 
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6. Surely Allah there can be not a single thing that is hidden from Him in the heavens 
or in the earth. 

In the previous ayahs Allah (swt) reminded us that He (swt) is One and Only. He (swt) 
reminded us that He (swt) is Al-Hayy and Al-Qayyoum. The Ever-Living and the Self- 
Subsisting. The One Who deserves all worship and all obedience. The One Who is Perfect and 
Pure in every way and who has no weakness or imperfection. Allah (swt) created mankind to 
worship and serve Him (swt). Allah (swt) then sent mankind a clear Message reminding them of 
this purpose. Allah (swt) placed clear signs in this Message so that mankind may know that it is 
indeed from Him (swt). Allah (swt) gave all human beings the ability to recognize that He (swt) is 
One and Only. Allah (swt) also reminded all those who would think of turning away this Message 
that He (swt) is severe in punishment. 

Now the Message has been presented. Now mankind must make the choice between 
Allah (swt) or other than Him (swt). That is why in this ayah Allah (swt) reminds us of His (swt)'s 
Knowledge. Allah (swt) tells us that in regard to Himself (swt) there can be not a single thing that 
can in any way be hidden. There is nothing whatsoever in the heavens or the earth that is hidden 
from Him (swt). Even in the deepest of oceans, even in the farthest of galaxies and even in the 
inner most recesses of the human heart, there is not a single thing that is hidden from Allah 
(swt). He (swt) Knows how every single person to whom this Message reached reacted to this 
Message. He (swt) Knows full well what was in the hearts of each of His (swt)'s servants when 
His (swt)'s Message reached them. He (swt) Knows the one who accepted the Message with 
sincerity, He (swt) Knows the one who accepted it hypocritically, He (swt) Knows the one who 
rejected it while being aware that it was the Truth, and He (swt) even Knows those that this 
Message did not reach. Allah (swt) Knows what is in the corner of the heart of each and every 
one of His (swt)'s servants just as He (swt) Knows what is in the farthest reaches of the heavens. 
So this ayah is a consolation and mercy for those who have sincerely chosen to accept this 
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Message. They should know that Allah (swt) Knows the Iman that is in their hearts and they 
should know that not even the smallest of their good deeds is hidden from Him (swt). Allah (swt) 
Knows their heart and He (swt) Knows their actions and based on the both of these He (swt) will 
reward them with the best of rewards. In addition to being a consolation for the believers this 
ayah is also a threat for all those who would think to turn away from the Message and to those 
who would seek to make excuses for themselves for not accepting this Message. You better 
watch out because Allah (swt) Knows you more than you know yourself and He (swt) Knows 
exactly why you rejected this Message. Allah (swt) Knows the corruption in your heart when you 
turned away from this Message that you knew was the Truth. The only way in which you can 
save yourself from this fate is that when this Message reaches you, you have to be sincere to 
your Creator and Sustainer, your Lord and Master. Once you realize that this Message is the 
Truth then you have to accept it. You have to do that which you were created to do. If you do 
not then you should remember that Allah (swt) Knows all that is in the earth and all that is in the 
heavens. You should realize that you cannot hide anything from Him (swt). May Allah (swt) help 
us all to realize this fact! May Allah (swt) allow us to turn to Him (swt) in everything that we do! 
May Allah (swt) help us to always recognize the Truth of this Message! 
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7. He is the One Who shapes you in the wombs as He pleases, there is no illah except 
He. The Mighty the Wise. 

In the previous ayah Allah (swt) reminded us that He (swt) Knows every single thing in 
the heavens and the earth. There is nothing that escapes His (swt)'s Knowledge. The Knowledge 
of Allah (swt) is so great that we ourselves will never fully realize the extent of it. We also saw in 
the previous ayah how Allah (swt) reminded us that though His (swt)'s Knowledge, He (swt) 
Knows those who sincerely accepted this Message and those who turned away from it while 
knowing that it was the Truth from Him (swt). Now in this ayah Allah (swt) further describes to 
us His (swt)'s Power and Ability. As you read this ayah try to think more and more about your 
Lord and realize that your life is nothing but a quest to serve Him (swt) and to come closer to 
Him (swt) in every way that you can. 

Allah (swt) begins this ayah by saying "He is the One Who shapes you in the 
wombs as He pleases". Who is Allah (swt)? He (swt) is the Ever Living and the Self Subsisting. 
He (swt) is also the One Who has shaped you in your mother's womb as He (swt) pleased. So it 
is He (swt) Who made you. Look at yourself now, feel your nose and your ears, look at your 
hands and your feet and realize that it was Allah (swt) Who made you the way that you are. See 
how close Allah (swt) is to you, see how close He (swt) has been to you even before you came 
out of your mother's womb. In the darkness of the womb of your mother, when there was no 
one else there for you, Allah (swt) was there. It was Allah (swt) Who created you in there in the 


way that He (swt) pleased to. How then can you turn away from this Message that He (swt) has 
sent? How then can you seek to live you life as you please without caring for Him (swt)? How 
can you be so blind and so heedless to the Reality that is Allah (swt)? 
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There are several lessons that we can take from this part of the ayah. One lesson relates 


to the theme of this section of the Surah. That theme is that Allah (swt) is calling mankind to 
believe in His (swt)'s Oneness and to shun all false gods and deities. In this ayah Allah (swt) 
emphasizes that point by reminding us how it was He (swt) Who created us. Is there anyone else 
besides Allah (swt) Who creates human beings and Who shapes them in the wombs of their 
mothers? Is there any false god or saint who has this Power? So when you know that it is only 
Allah (swt) Who has created you and it is only Allah (swt) Who has shaped you in the womb, 
then how could you worship or serve other than Him (swt)? Is that not the greatest form of 
ingratitude and injustice to Allah (swt)? So we have to show gratitude to Allah (swt) for creating 
us in our mothers' wombs by worshipping and serving Him (swt). 

Another lesson that we can take from this ayah is that since it was Allah (swt) Who 
created us and Who shaped us in our mothers' wombs this means that He (swt) Knows us more 
than anyone else. He (swt) Knows us better than we even know our own selves. So who other 
than Allah (swt) should be the One to legislate the laws and rules with which we should run our 
lives? The individual rules that we apply throughout our daily laws, and the societal laws for our 
nation as a whole. Who other than Allah (swt) should be the One to bring these laws? Allah (swt) 
created the human being in the womb of his mother. Allah (swt) is the One Who brought the 
human being into existence from sperm and fluid. So who is it other than Allah (swt) Who can 
tell the human being how he should live his life? If the human being usurps this authority to 
legislate from Allah (swt) then it will only lead to misery for the individual and oppression and 
injustice for the society. One only needs to look at the societies that do not rule by the Law of 
Allah (swt) today to see examples of this fact. This is what has happened to us since we have 
turned away from the One Who has brought us into existence. 

Yet another lesson we can take from this part of ayah is to see the Power of Allah (swt). 
In the darkness of the mother's womb, Allah (swt) can shape this tiny fetus in the way that He 
(swt) wants. What can you say about a Being Who has such Power? Would you ever want to turn 
away from Him (swt)? See how many humans Allah (swt) has created since the time of Adam 
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(as). All of them are the same yet all of them are different. We are all humans in that we all have 
similar bodies with hands, eyes, ears, legs and so forth. However at the same time we are also 
different in our facial features, our complexions, our height, our body shape and so forth. We are 
all so similar yet so different. Who but the All-Powerful is capable of such a creation? Since the 
time of Adam (as) have any two humans been exactly identical? Even identical twins have some 
differences that they both know. What then can you say about the Power and the Ability of a 
Creator Who has created so many different people? All of this from sperm and fluid. All of this in 
the darkness and narrowness of a womb. How then can you turn away from worshipping and 
serving Him (swt)? 

Yet another lesson that we can take from this part of the ayah is to notice that the word 
that Allah (swt) uses for womb is "arharr/'. It is from this word that two of Allah (swt)'s Most 
Beautiful Names of Ar-Rahman and Ar-Raheem are derived. So the Mercy of Allah (swt) to the 
creation can be compared to the mercy that the fetus experiences in the womb of it's mother. 
How Merciful a place for the tiny fetus is the womb of its mother? It is warm, it is soft, and it is 
safe. The tiny fetus also has all that it needs in the womb of its mother. From the umbilical cord 
comes all the food and drink that it could ever need. All of its other needs are also taken care of 
in this small place that it is in. Similar is the Mercy of Allah (swt) for all of the creation. He (swt) 
is soft with us, He (swt) protects us, and He (swt) takes care of our every need. What then 
should be your relationship with a Being that is so Merciful to you? Why do you not worship and 
serve Him (swt) to even try and show gratitude for all that He (swt) has done for you? If you do 
not worship and serve Him (swt), then know that one day soon you will leave this nice and 
comfortable earth and find yourself in the darkness of your grave. What then will be your fate if 
you did not fulfill the purpose for which Allah (swt) created you? 

Then Allah (swt) says "there is no illah except He". As we mentioned your illah is 
what your heart is attached to, it is what you always think about and it is what you do everything 
that you do for. Now that you have seen what Allah (swt) has done for you, how can you ever 
make anyone other than He (swt) as the illah in your life. Allah (swt) has been so Merciful to you 
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from the time that He (swt) formed you in your mother's womb in a way that He (swt) pleased to 
this moment now when you are reading these words. How then can you go and put an another 
illah in your heart other than Him (swt)? How can you put another illah in your heart when your 
heart was created for Allah (swt)? No, rather as Allah (swt) says in this ayah "there is no illah 

except He". 

Finally Allah (swt) describes Himself as "The Mighty the Wise". Allah (swt) is Mighty in 
that He (swt) can create any human being in any shape or form that He (swt) wants to. There is 
nothing that is beyond the Power of Allah (swt). Allah (swt) is Wise in that He (swt) creates 
people in the best way for their situation. So you should never complain about the way in which 
Allah (swt) created you. Allah (swt) is the Most Merciful, the Most Kind, the Most Just and the 
Most Wise. So He (swt) created you in a way that He (swt) Knew was the best for you to be in. 
For you to complain about anything about the way in which you have been made, such as your 
skin color or your features or your height or even the parents to which you were born into is to 
rebel against all of these Names of Allah (swt). No, rather you must realize that Allah (swt) is the 
Most Merciful, the Mighty and the Most Wise. So the way in which He (swt) created you is the 
best way for you to be in. Instead of complaining you should always be grateful to Allah (swt) for 
the way in which He (swt) has made you and for all that He (swt) has done for you. May Allah 
(swt) give us the enabling grace to be grateful to Him (swt)! May Allah (swt) allow us to live our 
lives in worship and servitude to Him (swt) for all that He (swt) has done for us! When we were 
that tiny fetus in our mother's wombs we knew Allah (swt) because He (swt) was the Only One 
Who was there for us, how we have forgotten Him (swt) since then? 
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8. He is the One Who has sent down to you the Book. In it are ayahs that are 
muhakamat, these are the foundation of the Book, and others that are mutashabiyat 
So the ones in whose hearts is a perversion, they go after the mutashabiyat seeking 
to cause Fitna and seeking to give it their own interpretation. But none knows their 
interpretation except Allah, while the ones who are firmly grounded in knowledge say 
"We believe in it, every single one of it is from our Rabb", but none take heed except 
the people of reason. 

This is one of the most important of ayahs in understanding the Quran. A lot of the 
misunderstanding and confusion that people have had about the Quran was because they were 
ignorant of the meaning of this ayah. If you understand the meaning of this ayah then Insha 
Allah you will never be confused about any ayah of the Quran again. 

The scholars say that the context in which this ayah was revealed was when some 
Christians came to meet with the Prophet (saw). Now some of these Christians had read the 
Quran and they saw the ayahs where Allah (swt) referred to 'Isa (as) as the " Word oft Allah" and 
as a "RuH' from Allah (swt). They claimed that these ayahs were an evidence for their corrupted 
Aqeedah. They claimed that with these ayahs the Quran was confirming their beliefs. Of course 
what these fools had done was that they had taken only those ayahs that had an allegorical 
meaning and they had ignored all of the ayahs that clearly say that Allah (swt) is One and that 
He (swt) has no child or equal. It is in regards to what these Christians had done that Allah (swt) 
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revealed this ayah. In this ayah Allah (swt) teaches us how we should look at the Quran and He 
(swt) shows us how we can avoid making the mistake that they did. 

Allah (swt) begins this ayah by saying "He is the One Who has sent down to you 
the Book". Here Allah (swt) reminds the Prophet (saw) and reminds us of the Source of the 
Quran. We are reminded that this Quran is from none other than the Lord and Master of the 
universe. The enemies of this Message were trying to find contradictions and problems with the 
Quran, they were trying to destroy this Message in any way that they could. But here Allah (swt) 
reminds us again of what the Quran is. It is His (swt)'s Book. So no matter how much the 
enemies of this Message try, they will never be able to find any problems or contradictions in it. 
The worst that they can do is cause confusions in the minds of Muslims who are ignorant about 
the Quran, but they will never be able to harm the Quran itself because it is from Allah (swt). 
Allah (swt) is the One Who has sent down this Book so there is no one who can destroy it. 

Then Allah (swt) says "In it are ayahs that are muhakamat, these are the 
foundation of the Book". Here Allah (swt) tells us about the two types of ayahs that are to be 
found in the Quran. Allah (swt) describes one type of ayahs as "muhakamat', these are ayahs 
that are clear and decisive. The meanings of these ayahs are clear, and we are all able to 
understand these ayahs. Allah (swt) says these muhakamat ayahs are "the foundation of the 
Book". These ayahs are the base and the core of the Quran. The essence of the Message of the 
Quran is contained in these ayahs. All of the tenets of our Aqeedah come from these muhakamat 
ayahs, they clearly tell us what we should and should not believe in. So for example the ayahs 
that say that Allah (swt) is only One. These are muhakamat ayahs, the meaning is clear for 
everyone to understand. In addition all of the ayahs from which we derive laws are muhakamat 
ayahs. So for example the ayah that tells us not to commit zina is a muhakamat ayah the 
meaning is clear for everyone to understand. There is no one who can read that ayah and take 
any other meaning other than that zina is forbidden in the Law of Allah (swt). The vast majority 
of the ayahs in the Quran fall in this category of muhakamat ayahs. Their meaning is clear and 
we can all understand them. They are the foundation of the Quran. 
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Then Allah (swt) says "and others that are mutashabiyat' . Now there are other 
types of ayahs in the Quran that Allah (swt) calls "mutashabiyat". These are ayahs whose true 
meaning is beyond our reach, the true meaning of these ayahs are known to Allah (swt) Alone. 

All that we can take from these ayahs is a general meaning, but their true meaning, their detailed 
meaning, their literal meaning is only known to Allah (swt). An example of such mutashabiyat 
ayahs are those ayahs that the Christians were using to claim that the Quran supports their 
corrupted beliefs. We do not know what Allah (swt) means when He (swt) refers to 'Isa (as) as 
His (swt)'s "Rut 7", but we do know that it certainly does not mean that 'Isa (as) shares in the 
Divinity of Allah (swt) in any way. This is because there are clear muhakamat ayahs that tell us 
that Allah (swt) is One and Only and that all Divinity belongs only to Him (swt). Because of this 
only Allah (swt) Knows the true meaning of what He (swt) meant when He (swt) referred to 'Isa 
(as) as His (swt)'s "Rutf. Another type of mutashabiyat ayahs are the letters that begin some 
Surahs of the Quran. For example the second ayah of this Surah where Allah (swt) says "Alif. 
Lam. Meem". Only Allah (swt) Knows the meanings of these letters. For us we just take the 
general meaning that these ayahs remind us of the fact that the Quran is in the Arabic language, 
but the true meaning of these letters are known only to Allah (swt). Another example of 
mutashabiyat ayahs are the ayahs that speak of the "Throne of Allah" and the "Hand of Allah". 
We cannot take the literal meaning of these ayahs because we know that Allah (swt) is not 
limited by time or space and we know that He (swt) is not in any way a body that is composed of 
limbs. We seek refuge in Allah (swt) from such blasphemy. So we say that only Allah (swt) 

Knows the true meaning of these ayahs. For our part we can just take the general meaning and 
say that these ayahs refer to the Power of Allah (swt) or the Authority of Allah (swt). But their 
true meaning is known only to Allah (swt). So from here we can see that there are two types of 
ayahs in the Quran. The muhakamat ayahs whose meanings are clear, and the mutashabiyat 
ayahs whose meaning are known only to Allah (swt). For the muhakamat ayahs we can 
understand them clearly, but for the mutashabiyat we say that only Allah (swt) Knows their 
meaning and we only take a general meaning from them. As always, Allah (swt) Knows best! 
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Then Allah (swt) says "So the ones in whose hearts is a perversion, they go after 


the mutashabiyat seeking to cause Fitna and seeking to give it their own 
interpretation". Here Allah (swt) describes to us those people who have an agenda to destroy 
this Message that He (swt) has sent to mankind. Allah (swt) describes such people as those "in 
whose hearts is a perversion". These are the people who have a disease in their hearts. This 
disease is their arrogance and their heedlessness of Allah (swt). They know that they were 
created to worship and serve Allah (swt). They correctly receive the Message that Allah (swt) has 
sent them. But they choose to turn away from this Message. They turn away from this Message 
even when they are certain that it is the Truth. Their disease has made them into a slave of their 
passions and their desires and so all that they care about is satisfying their lusts. They do not 
care for the Truth. They do not care about worshipping and serving Allah (swt) as they were 
created to do. They know that this Message is the Truth but they choose to turn away from it. 

Not only have they chosen to turn away from this Message that Allah (swt) has sent but they are 
also actively working to destroy it. They know that this Message poses a threat to the way of life 
that they have chosen to live. They know that should this Message gain supremacy in the land 
and gain supremacy over the hearts of the people, then they would not be able to live their lives 
in the perverted way that they wanted. All of the avenues for them to satisfy their lusts and their 
desires and all of the avenues that allow them to exploit the people will be closed for them by the 
Law of Allah (swt). So they want to do anything to destroy this Message. Now they know that the 
foundation of this Message is the Quran, and if they can destroy the Quran then they can destroy 
this Message. So how do they seek to destroy the Quran? They go after those ayahs whose 
meanings are known only to Allah (swt). They go after the mutashabiyat ayahs. They try to use 
their twisted interpretation of these ayahs to cause confusion in the minds of the Muslims. 

Allah (swt) specifically says "they go after the mutashabiyat seeking to cause 
Fitna and seeking to give it their own interpretation". Their goal is to cause Fitna. Their 
goal is to create problems for the Muslims. They way they do this is by trying to introduce 
doubts into the hearts of the Muslims. They create doubts by giving their own twisted 
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interpretations to the ayahs for which Allah (swt) has specifically said that only He (swt) Knows 


the interpretation for. A perfect example of this would be what the Christians did at the time of 
the Prophet (saw). They wanted to cause the Muslims to leave Islam and come to Christianity, so 
they gave their own interpretation to the ayahs that spoke of the "Rutf from Allah (swt). Their 
objective in doing this was to create doubts in the hearts of the Muslims. They wanted more than 
anything else to take the Muslims away from their Din. The Christians who visited the Prophet 
(saw) were not alone in this. The scholars tell us that other contemporaries at the time of the 
Prophet (saw) also tried to do the same thing. For example there are narrations of the Jews like 
Kabb bin Ashraff who also went to the mutashabiyat ayahs in the Quran and tried to give them 
their own interpretation. These people were not trying to learn Quran in order to find out the 
Truth, they were only trying to bring forward an interpretation that might confuse the Muslims 
and make the Muslims weak in their support for this Din. Their final objective was to make the 
Muslims think that the Quran is a book of contradictions and so this might make them leave 
Islam. At the very least they wanted to introduce doubts into the hearts of the Muslims so that 
their support for this Din would be weak. So in this part of the ayah Allah (swt) tells us that it is 
only the enemies of this Message who go after these mutashabiyat ayahs. They produce their 
own interpretation for these ayahs in order to deceive the Muslims away from their Din. May 
Allah (swt) save us from them! 

We can even see the enemies of this Message doing the same thing today. There are 
Orientalist scholars who are studying the Quran right at this very moment. They have been 
studying the Quran day and night for centuries now. Their only objective in studying the Quran is 
to find problems and contradictions in it. Of course there are no such problems and no such 
contradictions in the Book of Allah (swt), but they are looking for something with which they can 
deceive those Muslims who are ignorant of the Quran. So they go after the mutashabiyat ayahs 
and they produce an interpretation that would create doubts in the hearts of the Muslims who 
read these ayahs. Most likely they themselves know that such an interpretation is not valid. They 
themselves know the answers to the doubts that they raise. But they do not care for the Truth, 
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they only want to take the Muslims away from their Din. They only want to destroy this Message 
that has been sent by Allah (swt). See how evil a people they are then that they would try to 
destroy the Message that Allah (swt) sent to all mankind to guide them to Him (swt). May Allah 
(swt) save us and save all of the children of this Ummah from their lies and their deception! 

So we as Muslims need to be aware of such people. There are people who are trying to 
misguide the Muslims and they are using the Quran to do it. When we are aware of this fact we 
must exercise extreme caution when we come to strange interpretations of the Quran. Whenever 
someone brings us an ayah with an interpretation that seems strange or that seems to contradict 
other parts of the Quran, we have to be aware that this might not be the correct interpretation of 
the ayah. Instead of simply accepting what they bring to us we have to study all of the other 
ayahs of the Quran and the Sunnah as well to see if the interpretation that they are bringing is 
correct. We also have to consult the books of tafsir and the people of knowledge to see if the 
interpretation that they are bringing is correct. Otherwise we might be deceived into having an 
incorrect understanding of the Book of Allah (swt). Remember that this is our Din and we should 
be careful who we take our Din from. The only way in which we can save ourselves from such 
people is through knowledge. May Allah (swt) guide us to the sound understanding of His Din! 
May Allah (swt) guide us to that which is correct and save us from that which is wrong! 

Then Allah (swt) clearly says "But none knows their interpretation except Allah". 
How can you be more explicit than this? When Allah (swt) Himself, the One Who Knows all 
things, the One Who sent this Book, is saying that only He (swt) Knows the meaning of these 
ayahs then how can you go and produce your own interpretation? How dare you show such 
insolence to the Lord and Master of all things? Since only Allah (swt) Knows the interpretation of 
these mutashabiyat ayahs we should refrain from trying to interpret these ayahs at all costs. It is 
part of our humility and our submission to Allah (swt) that we stop our minds from going into 
realms concerning which Allah (swt) has not given us any knowledge. Allah (swt) is telling us that 
only He (swt) Knows the interpretation of these ayahs so we have to stop ourselves from trying 
to interpret them. We have to submit our minds to Allah (swt) just like we submit our limbs and 
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our hearts to Him (swt). May Allah (swt) give us the ability to do that! May Allah (swt) give us 
humility before His (swt)'s Book! May Allah (swt) save us from interpreting the ayahs for which 
only He (swt) Knows the true meaning! 

Now some people may question as to what is the purpose of the mutashabiyat ayahs if it 
is only Allah (swt) Who Knows their true meaning. Why did Allah (swt) place these ayahs in the 
Quran if only He (swt) Knows their true meaning? People who think in such a way should first of 
all be told that Allah (swt) is not to be questioned. This is the Allah (swt)'s Book and He (swt) is 
free to place whatever He (swt) wants to in His (swt)'s Book. Once we accept the fact that this is 
the Book of Allah (swt) and once it has been proven to us that it is so, then we should not 
question this Book any further. We simply have to accept the fact that this is Allah (swt)'s Book 
and He (swt) is Free to place in His (swt)'s Book whatsoever He (swt) pleases. Part of our 
submission to Allah (swt) is that we accept this Message as He (swt) has presented it to us. 

However we can also remind these people that there is still a general meaning that we 
can take from the mutashabiyat ayahs. For example the ayahs that talk about the "Hand of 
Allah", these ayahs are reminding us of the Power and Majesty of Allah (swt). Allah (swt) says in 
one ayah that "the heavens and the earth are in His (swt)'s Hand", this expression gives the 
meaning that the entire heavens and the earth are completely under His (swt)'s Power. This 
expression so perfectly conveys the meaning that the universe is completely under Allah (swt)'s 
Power. We as human beings are such limited creatures. Our minds are so limited in what we 
know and what we can understand. Perhaps the only way that we can truly understand the 
Reality of Allah (swt) is through metaphors such as these. Thus this expression does not in any 
way mean that Allah (swt) has a hand, but rather it is an expression that He (swt) has given us 
so that we can understand Him (swt) through what we know of our own world. So one reason 
why Allah (swt) could have used this expression is because it so perfectly conveys the meaning 
that the universe is completely under His (swt)'s control. It is the only way in which we with our 
limited minds can comprehend what He (swt) wants to communicate to us. As always Allah (swt) 
Knows best! 
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Another reason why Allah (swt) uses these mutashabiyat ayahs could be to test our 
obedience and submission to Him (swt). As we said we must submit to Allah (swt) with our 
minds just as we submit to Him (swt) with our limbs. So Allah (swt) is testing us to see those of 
us who will simply accept the general meaning of these ayahs and not delve deeper into them 
and those of us who will go after the literal meaning of these ayahs without realizing the 
limitations of our mind. So these ayahs are a test of our submission to Allah (swt). Are you going 
to be satisfied with the knowledge that Allah (swt) has given you or are you going to allow your 
mind to go into realms that it is not supposed to? Can you submit to your Lord with your mind 
just as you do with your limbs? So another benefit of these mutashabiyat ayahs is that they are a 
test of our willingness to control our minds and our curiosity for the sake of Allah (swt). 

So we see that there are many benefits that we can take from the mutashabiyat ayahs. 
However in the end what we must always remember is that it is Allah (swt) Alone Who Knows 
their true meaning. We can take the general meaning but we must always remember that these 
ayahs are a test for us. A test to see if we can control our curiosity. A test to see if we can look 
past the literal meaning and understand the ayah with the rest of the Quran and based on what 
the universe around us tells us. In the end Allah (swt) Knows best as to their meaning and as to 
why He (swt) placed them in His (swt)'s Book. For our part we believe in them as being from 
Allah (swt) and we consign their true meaning to Him (swt). Allah (swt) Knows best! 

In the next part of the ayah Allah (swt) says "while the ones who are firmly 
grounded in knowledge say "We believe in it, every single one of it is from our 
Rabb"". Here Allah (swt) teaches us what should be our attitude towards the Quran by 
describing to us those who are firmly grounded in knowledge. It is their example whom we 
should emulate when we approach the Quran. They have the knowledge that this Quran is from 
Allah (swt) and they are certain of this fact. There is no perversity in their hearts but rather they 
see this universe as it is. They know that their purpose in this creation is only to worship and 
submit to Allah (swt). So they declare that they believe in the Quran. Even though there are 
some ayahs in the Quran that they do not fully understand, even though there are some ayahs in 
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Quran whose true meaning is not clear to them, they are still humble before Allah (swt). They 
still believe in this Book because they are certain that it as a whole is from Allah (swt). They 
declare that they believe in the entire Quran and they declare that they believe every single ayah 
in it to be from their Rabb. These include both the muhakamat ayahs whose meanings are clear 
to them and the mutashabiyat ayahs whose true meanings they confine to Allah (swt). 

This is how we should be as well. We should realize the limitations of our minds and we 
should realize the limitations of our knowledge. The Prophet (saw) has specifically told us that 
one of the things that he (saw) fears for us is that we would try to interpret these mutashabiyat 
ayahs. He (saw) has specifically warned us against trying to interpret these ayahs for which only 
Allah (swt) has Knowledge. So we should try not to be the ones about whom this fear of the 
Prophet (saw) is realized. Rather we should humble ourselves before the Knowledge of Allah 
(swt). Even if our curiosity pushes us to try and think about the meaning of these ayahs we have 
to tell ourselves that such ayahs are beyond our comprehension and so we should leave them. 
Every part of our body has limits, including our minds, so we should recognize the limits of our 
minds and not think into issues about which we have no knowledge. Rather we should focus on 
the ayahs whose meanings are clear and we should focus on doing the actions that are pleasing 
to Allah (swt). May Allah (swt) give us the ability to do that! 

Finally Allah (swt) ends this ayah by saying "but none take heed except the people 
of reason." In this ayah Allah (swt) has given us a clear warning. Allah (swt) has clearly shown 
us how the mutashabiyat ayahs are a test for us. They are a test to distinguish those who will 
submit to Allah (swt) and refrain themselves from those matters about which they have no 
knowledge from those who have a perversity in their hearts who try to give interpretations about 
matters which they have no knowledge. We have to strive to the best of our ability to pass this 
test. We must submit to Allah (swt) with everything that we have, including our minds. So when 
Allah (swt) tells us that certain matters are beyond our comprehension, we have to submit to 
Him (swt) and stay away from them. Obedience without question in all matters of life, this is 
what Islam is. So these mutashabiyat ayahs are also part of the great test that Allah (swt) has 
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given us while we are on this planet. Allah (swt) has warned us to keep away from seeking the 
detailed meaning of these ayahs as part of this test. In this part of the ayah Allah (swt) tells us 
that none will take heed to this warning except those of reason. The people who truly 
contemplate and reason will realize that the mutashabiyat ayahs are beyond their 
comprehension. They will see how limited their knowledge is and they will humble themselves 
before Allah (swt). This is how you should be as well. Have you ever seen Allah (swt)? Then who 
are you to say that He (swt) has a hand? Especially when He (swt) has said that there is nothing 
else like Him (swt) and that He (swt) is beyond all limitations. Do you even realize the gravity of 
the issues into which you are allowing your mind to wander into when you make such 
statements? You should fear Allah (swt) and you should control yourself for Him (swt). You 
should tell us yourself that these are matters about which you have no knowledge, and so it is 
only Allah (swt) Who Knows the meaning of these ayahs. You simply believe in these ayahs as 
being from Allah (swt) but you say that their true meaning is known only to Him (swt). This is 
what those who are endowed with reason do. They do not allow their mind to go freely all over 
the Book of Allah (swt) in order to satisfy their curiosity. Rather they give this Book the reverence 
and the respect that it deserves. They submit their minds to Allah (swt) and leave the true 
meanings of such ayahs to Him (swt). May Allah (swt) give us the ability to do that as well! 

We will now comment briefly on the subject of giving metaphorical meanings to the 
ayahs of the Quran. In the history of our Ummah there have been two extreme groups in regards 
to this issue and they have both been wrong. On the one extreme you had a group that would 
freely give metaphorical meanings to all of the ayahs of the Quran. They would say that all of the 
ayahs of the Quran could be interpreted metaphorically. So you would see these groups take 
whatever ayahs of the Quran that they want and twist the meaning to support their beliefs or 
their agenda. They would even take the muhakamat ayahs and give them a "metaphorical" 
interpretation to suit their agenda and their objectives. These ayahs are supposed to be clear, 
but these fools would bring their own interpretation that is different from the clear meaning that 
these ayahs give. For example some of the heretical groups who claim that there was another 
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messenger after the Prophet (saw) would give metaphorical interpretations to the clear ayahs 
where Allah (swt) has said that the Prophet (saw) is the Final Messenger. Others in this group of 
people who always took the metaphorical meaning would interpret ayahs of the Quran in a 
certain way so as to excuse themselves from performing the obligations of Islam. So for example 
some of them would say that Salah is something that can be done only with the heart and 
through this they excused themselves from having to make the obligatory prayers. So this group 
was wrong in that they gave a metaphorical interpretation to an ayah whose meaning was clear. 
They brought their own meaning when the meaning that Allah (swt) gave was clear. 

Flowever on the other extreme there was a group that said that all of the Quran must be 
interpreted literally and that we can never use metaphorical interpretations of the Quran at all. 
This extreme group arose as a reaction to the other extreme group that wanted to use 
metaphorical interpretations everywhere. But this group was wrong as well because there are 
several ayahs in the Quran that have to be taken metaphorically. There are several ayahs in the 
Quran where if you take the literal meaning then it would be clear unbelief. An example of this 
would be the ayah where Allah (swt) says that Fie (swt) would "forget" the people who rejected 
Him (swt) on the Day of Judgment. Of course we know that Allah (swt) can never forget so this 
ayah should never be interpreted literally. There are many other ayahs that must be understood 
metaphorically and Insha Allah we will explore them in the remainder of our tafsir. 

So one extreme group has tried to give a metaphorical interpretation even for those 
ayahs whose meaning is clear, and the other extreme group has refused to give a metaphorical 
meaning even for those ayahs which need it. In between these two extreme groups has been 
the middle way. The Straight Path in between the two extremes. The correct way of the scholars 
of Ahl-as-Sunnah wa Jammah Wke Imam Ashari, Imam Qurtubi, Imam Nawawi, Imam Ibn Hajar 
Al-Asqalani and many others (may Allah have Mercy on all of them). These great scholars, who 
have represented the Aqeedah of Sunni Islam throughout the centuries, have said that each ayah 
must be studied on it's own. We must study each ayah on it's own to see if it is a muhakamat 
ayah or a mutashabiyat ayah. We know that the vast majority of the ayahs of the Quran are 
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muhakamat ayahs so for these we take the literal meaning and we do not give any metaphorical 
interpretations. Only for those ayahs whose meanings are not clear or for those ayahs which give 
a literal meaning that seems to contradict what was already established elsewhere in the Quran 
or that seem to contradict what was established by the mind do we say are mutashabiyat and so 
we leave the meaning up to Allah (swt). An example of an ayah whose meaning is not clear is 
the first ayah of this Surah which only has letters of the Arabic alphabet. We do not know exactly 
what meaning these Arabic letters give so we say that these ayahs are mutashabiyat, we leave 
their interpretation up to Allah (swt). An example of an ayah whose literal meaning cannot be 
taken would be the ayahs that speak of the "Hand of Allah". Now we know that Allah (swt) has 
no limitations and that there is nothing like Him (swt) whatsoever. This fact is established both 
from the text of the Quran and from the rational mind that knows that the Creator has to be 
without limitations. The Perfect Being cannot be a body that is composed of limbs nor can He 
(swt) restricted by time and space. So we say that such an ayah is mutashabiyat. For the ayah as 
a whole we take a general meaning such as it being an inference to the Power of Allah (swt). 
Such an interpretation fits with the Message of the Quran and it does not contradict any other 
tenet of our Aqeedah that we have already established. This has been the methodology of our 
scholars. We take the literal meaning whenever possible, and we only consign the true meaning 
to Allah (swt) while giving a general metaphorical meaning when the literal meaning is not clear 
or when the literal meaning seems contradictory to what we already know. As always, Allah (swt) 
Knows best and we ask Him (swt) to guide us to Right Way. 
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9. Our Rabb, do not let our hearts deviate after you have guided us, and grant us from 
Your Presence Mercy, surely you are Al-Wahhab. 

Recall how Allah (swt) ended the previous ayah by telling us about those who are firmly 
grounded in knowledge. They are the people of reason. They are the ones who recognize that 
the true meanings of the mutashabiyat ayahs are beyond their grasp. They are the ones who 
submit and humble themselves before Allah (swt). So they consign the true meanings of these 
ayahs to Allah (swt) and they say that He (swt) Knows best about the meanings of these ayahs. 
They declare that they believe in all of the Quran as being from their Rabb and they believe in 
every single ayah in it. They do not reject any ayahs, but they know how each ayah should be 
understood. They believe in the ayahs that they understand and they believe in the ayahs that 
they do not understand because they know that this Book as a whole is from Allah (swt). In this 
ayah Allah (swt) describes for us a dua that such righteous believers make. It is a dua that 
recognizes how everything comes from Allah (swt). It is a dua that recognizes how even your 
most precious possession which is the Iman in your heart comes from Allah (swt). So you must 
pray to Him (swt) to grant you more and more. 

They begin their prayer by saying "Our Rabb, do not let our hearts deviate after 
you have guided us". They ask Allah (swt) not to allow their hearts to go astray after He (swt) 
has guided them. They realize that the guidance comes only from Allah (swt) and they realize 
that it is He (swt) Who allows hearts to go astray. This clearly shows us that the guidance comes 
only from Allah (swt), it is He (swt) Who puts the guidance in our hearts. Now we know that 
Allah (swt) will guide those who seek guidance of Him (swt). If you seek guidance of Allah (swt) 
then He (swt) will guide you to Him (swt). If you walk towards Allah (swt) then He (swt) will run 
towards you. So the guidance comes only from Allah (swt), but our responsibility is to seek it 


31 



from Him (swt). If we choose to turn away from Allah (swt) by following our lusts and our 
desires, then He (swt) will allow us to go astray even though He (swt) still could have guided us. 
So even though the guidance comes from Allah (swt), you cannot just sleep or do nothing and 
wait for the guidance to come from Him (swt). Rather you must make the steps to seek the 
guidance from Him (swt). Now we seek the guidance from Allah (swt) by first and foremost 
asking Him (swt) to grant it to us. We pray to Allah (swt) and ask Him (swt) to guide us. Then 
we seek the guidance by taking the active steps that will build our Iman. We contemplate on the 
signs of Allah (swt) in the universe around us and we contemplate on the ayahs of the Quran. 

We realize that such a universe could not have been created and could not be maintained by any 
except the Perfect Being. We realize that such a Quran could not be from anyone except this 
Perfect Being. In addition we also seek the guidance from Allah (swt) by doing the actions that 
are pleasing to Him (swt) and by staying away from the actions that are displeasing to Him (swt). 
This is how we seek the guidance from Allah (swt). May Allah (swt) guide all those who are 
sincere to Him (swt)! 

So we have to always pray to Allah (swt) to guide us, but it is not enough for us only to 
ask Him (swt) to guide us. Rather once Allah (swt) has guided us, we also have to always pray to 
Him (swt) to allow us to keep that guidance. As we see in this ayah the true believers humbly 
beg and plead Allah (swt) not only to guide them, but also to save their hearts from deviating 
after He (swt) has guided them. The Prophet (saw) has told us that the heart of the believer is 
between the two fingers of Allah (swt) and He (swt) turns it in any way that He (swt) pleases. 
The meaning of this hadith is that our Iman is completely under the control of Allah (swt). At any 
moment He (swt) can turn it in whatever direction that He (swt) pleases. This is why the 
Prophet (saw) would always pray to Allah (swt) to keep his (saw)'s heart firm on Islam. Even 
though he (saw) was the Messenger he (saw) would make this prayer. How much more then are 
we in need of making this prayer? We who live in this world of secularism and materialism, this 
world of atheism and antagonism, how much are we in need of this prayer. How much are we in 
need of keeping our Iman strong and not allowing it to deviate? 
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We can also see how this prayer for guidance is especially significant when discussing 
the mutashabiyat ayahs. As we said there are enemies of this Message who are working to take 
us away from our Din. They are using the mutashabiyat ayahs to create doubts and confusions in 
our hearts about our Book. In this ayah we are praying to Allah (swt) to save us from these 
enemies of His (swt)'s Message. We are asking Him (swt) to give us the correct understanding 
towards these mutashabiyat ayahs. To allow us to interpret them in a way that does not create 
doubts in our hearts. To allow us to recognize which ayahs are mutashabiyat and which are not. 
Only if Allah (swt) gives us the enabling grace will we be understand His (swt)'s Book correctly. 

In the next part of this prayer, the believers say "grant us from Your Presence 
Mercy". This guidance from Allah (swt) is Mercy. It is what will keep our faith strong and save us 
from doubts. It is what will save us from the torment of the Fire and it is what will admit us into 
the Garden. It is what will give us peace and tranquility in this world by knowing Allah (swt), and 
by realizing that all things, good and bad, come from Him (swt). It is what will save us from 
anxiety and grief, from sorrow and hopelessness, as well from the actions that are displeasing to 
Him (swt). All of this is from the Mercy of Allah (swt). Where does this Mercy come from? It 
comes only from Allah (swt). It comes from the very Presence of Allah (swt). It is with Him (swt), 
it is close to Him (swt), and it descends from Him (swt). Only He (swt) to grant this Mercy to 
whomsoever He (swt) is pleased with. So we humbly beg Him (swt) to grant us this Mercy. 

In the final part of this prayer the believers praise Allah (swt) by declaring, "surely you 
are Al-Wahhab' . This Name cannot be sufficiently translated into English. It gives meanings of 
the One Who grants more and more. The One Who gives without measure or limit. This is how 
we want Allah (swt) to grant us His (swt)'s guidance, this is how we want Allah (swt) to grant us 
His (swt)'s Mercy. We are all in desperate need of the guidance of Allah (swt). We are all in 
desperate need for the Mercy of Allah (swt). There are so many forces that are working to take 
us away from Him (swt). There are the enemies of this Message from among the disbelievers 
and the hypocrites. Then there is Shaitan and his forces. Then there are our own desires pushing 
us towards what Allah (swt) has forbidden and our own laziness keeping us from what He (swt) 


33 



has obligated. If Allah (swt) were to leave us to ourselves for even one moment, we would all go 
astray and we would all find ourselves in the Fire. May Allah (swt) save us from that! This is why 
we must always be praying to Allah (swt) to grant us His (swt)'s Mercy and to guide us. May 
Allah (swt) grant us more and more of His (swt)'s guidance! May Allah (swt) grant us more and 
more of His (swt)'s Mercy! Allah (swt) is Al-Wahhab, the One Who is Generous and Bountiful 
beyond all imagine. 






10. Our Rabb, surely You will gather all mankind together to a Day about which there 
is no doubt. Verily, Allah never breaks the Promise. 

In the previous ayah we saw the true believers pray to Allah (swt) to keep them firm on 
this Din. No matter how strong their Iman was, and no matter how many good deeds they may 
have done, they never thought that their belief was secure. They never felt safe from Allah (swt). 
They felt that they always needed to Allah (swt) to keep them on the Straight Path. So they 
prayed to Allah (swt) and asked Him (swt) not to allow their hearts to deviate after Fie (swt) had 
guided them. Then they asked Him (swt) to grant them more and more Mercy from His (swt)'s 
Presence. This Mercy is the Guidance of Allah (swt) which brings the believers closer and closer 
to Him (swt). But why were these believers so eager to please Allah (swt)? Why were they so 
afraid of deviating from the Straight Path? One reason was because they were terrified of a Day 
that they knew would come very soon. In this ayah Allah (swt) reminds us of that Day. 

Allah (swt) tells us how the believers pray to Him (swt) by saying "Our Rabb, surely 
You will gather all mankind together to a Day about which there is no doubt". The 
true believers recognize that we were not created for this world. They realize that they are one 
day soon going to return to their Rabb. That is why they always remember this Day. Even in this 
world, this Day is in the forefront of their minds. 
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How important is the Day of Judgment in our Din? Most Muslims have forgotten. Can 


you even imagine what it would be like for you on this Day? Can you picture yourself now on this 
Day? In this ayah Allah (swt) describes this Day as the Day on which all of mankind would be 
gathered together. Not a single person from the time of Adam (as) to the last child born before 
the trumpet is blown will be absent on that Day. Can you then imagine the sheer magnitude of 
this Day? The life of every single human being that has ever lived has been leading up to this 
Day. This is the Day when Allah (swt) will Judge every single human being for every good deed 
that they did and for every evil deed that they did. This is the Day on which Allah (swt) will 
reward those who sincerely accepted this Message and He (swt) will punish those who turned 
away from it. This is the Day on which every single soul will realize for what it has been created. 
This is the Day on which the eternity of each soul will be decided. Do you then think that you are 
ready for such a Day? Do you think that you have done enough to prepare for such a Day? 

Allah (swt) describes this Day in this ayah as one "about which there is no doubt". 

Do not for one second doubt the reality of this Day. Do not for one second think that this Day will 
never come. This Day is coming towards you and with every breath that you take it only gets 
closer. This Day is the reason why the believers so desperately sought Allah (swt) and they 
sought for Him (swt) to guide them to Him (swt). They knew that only through the guidance and 
mercy of Allah (swt) could they be saved on that Day. Similarly we too should turn to Allah (swt) 
and ask Him (swt) to guide us so that we too will find peace and tranquility on this great Day. 

In the second part of the ayah Allah (swt) says "Verily, Allah never breaks the 
Promise". The Day of Judgment is a Promise from Allah (swt) for all of creation. So much 
injustice happens in this world, Allah (swt) allows it to happen only because of the Day of 
Judgment. On that Day Allah (swt) will do full Justice to all of the creation. This is a promise from 
Allah (swt) and He (swt) never breaks His (swt)'s Promise. Why would Allah (swt), the One Who 
is the Most Merciful, the One Who is the Most Just, and the One Who is the Truth, the One Who 
has Power over all things, break His (swt)' Promise? Why would Allah (swt) allow such injustice 
to happen without a Day on which Justice will be done for all? The only people who break 
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promises are those who for whatever reason are unable to keep their promises. But this is not so 
with Allah (swt), He (swt) is the Real and the True, and the Perfect One. When He (swt) makes a 
promise He (swt) has no reason whatsoever to break it. He (swt) has Power over all things and 
He (swt) can keep every Promise that He (swt) makes. So He (swt) promises us in this ayah that 
the Day of Judgment is True. Think about this now, Allah (swt) has promised you that this Day is 
True. How then could ever have any doubt in this Day if you truly believe in Him (swt)? When He 
(swt) has promised you that this Day is coming then you have to believe that this Day will come 
like just like you believe that tomorrow will come, if not with even more certainty. You have to 
picture yourself standing before Allah (swt) on that Day. What will you say? What will you do? 
What excuse will you give for all of the sins that you have done? May Allah (swt) help us to do all 
that we that we can to prepare for that Day! May Allah (swt) help us to remember that it will be 
a Day on which He (swt) will judge the smallest of good deeds and the smallest of bad deeds! 



11. Surely the ones who do kufr, their wealth and their children will not benefit them 
in the least against Allah, these are the fuel of the Fire. 

In the previous ayah Allah (swt) told us about the Last Day. Allah (swt) told us how it 
would be a Day on which He (swt) would gather together all of mankind. All human beings who 
ever existed will be brought together on that Day. Now this is a Day that Allah (swt) Himself has 
promised would come, so you should not doubt this Day. This promise from Allah (swt) alone 
should make you dread that Day and make you strive to do all that you can to prepare for it. But 
if this promise is not enough to make you afraid of that Day, Allah (swt) describes here what 
would be the situation of those whom He (swt) is displeased with on that Day. We seek refuge in 
Allah (swt) from being among them! 
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Allah (swt) tells us here that for the ones who do kufr their wealth and their children will 
not benefit them in the least against Him (swt) . Who are the ones do kufr? There are two types 
of people who do kufr because there are two degrees of kufr. The greater degree of kufr is to 
reject this Message when you know that it is the Truth. This is the worst form of kufr. You know 
that you were created to worship and serve Allah (swt). Then a clear Message reaches you from 
Allah (swt), and you are certain that this Message is from Allah (swt). But you still reject this 
Message. You reject this Message when you are certain that it is the Truth. Why do you reject 
this Message? Only so that you can follow your lusts and desires, or only because of your pride 
and arrogance. For such selfish reasons you turn away from worshipping and serving Allah (swt) 
even though you recognize that is the purpose for which you have been created. This is the 
worst form of kufr, and it is the people who commit this type of kufr who will burn in the Fire 
forever. May Allah (swt) save us from ever being such people! 

There is also a lesser degree of kufr. This second degree of kufr refers to being 
ungrateful to Allah (swt) for all that He (swt) has given you. Even Muslims can be guilty of this 
second degree of kufr. This is because even after you accept the Message that Allah (swt) has 
sent you, you still have a responsibility to strive to serve and worship Allah (swt) to the best of 
your ability. If you fail in this responsibility then you are being ungrateful to Allah (swt) for all 
that He (swt) has done for you. For those sinful Muslims who commit this lesser degree of kufr, 
Allah (swt) may forgive them their shortcomings and admit them into the Garden or He (swt) 
could send them to the Fire for some time before admitting into the Garden. This depends on the 
extent of your sins and the willingness of Allah (swt) to have Mercy on you. May Allah (swt) grant 
us all His (swt)'s Mercy because we cannot have patience with even one moment of the Fire! 

So we should fear falling into both of these types of kufr. We should fear falling into the 
second kind because Allah (swt) has given us so much. How much has Allah (swt) blessed you 
with? How much of a blessing it is to even be a part of the Ummah of the Prophet (saw)? How 
much is the value of the Iman in your heart? What about all the material comforts that your Lord 
has bestowed on you? We today are drowning in pleasures and conveniences that those before 
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us never even dreamed of. How grateful do you have to be for all of this? Even if you believe in 
Allah (swt) and the Message that He (swt) sent, do you think that you have done enough to be 
grateful for all the gifts and bounties that He (swt) has given you? So in order to save ourselves 
from this second form of kufr we should strive to show gratitude to Allah (swt) with our hearts, 
with our tongues and with our limbs. We should recognize all that Allah (swt) has done for us 
with our hearts, we have to praise Him (swt) with our tongues, and we should do the actions 
that are pleasing to Him (swt) with our limbs. 

In addition we should even fear falling into the first type of kufr. We must never be 
confident that our Iman in this Message will be with us till we die. We must never feel safe in our 
Iman. We have to always remember that if we ever do the actions that Allah (swt) is displeased 
with, He (swt) make take away our Iman from us. We seek refuge in Allah (swt) from that! The 
more disobedient that we become to the Law of Allah (swt), the weaker our Iman will become. If 
our sins become too numerous they might all but cover our hearts. So since there is even a 
possibility that our sins may take us to the Fire we should fear our sins. We should dread doing 
any action that is displeasing to Allah (swt), and we should strive with every moment to do the 
actions that are pleasing to Him (swt). May Allah (swt) give us the ability to do that! 

The people who do kufr, both the greater kind and the lesser kind, always think that 
their wealth and children can somehow save them from Allah (swt). In this ayah Allah (swt) 
shows us how foolish such thinking is. Allah (swt) tells us that their wealth and their children will 
not benefit them in the least against Him (swt). If you reject this Message when you know that it 
is the Truth or when you allow yourself to fall into sin time and time again thus showing 
ingratitude to your Lord, do you then think that your wealth and children can save you from Him 
(swt) in some way? Do you think you can bribe Allah (swt) with your wealth? Do you think your 
children will be able to overpower Allah (swt)? Even if you had the most righteous children in the 
world, do you think that they will be able to save you if Allah (swt) chooses to punish you? Even 
if you had all of the wealth in the world, do you think that will be enough to ransom yourself 
from Allah (swt)? See how foolish was the thinking of such people. Many people in this world go 
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away from Allah (swt) because of their wealth and their children. They allow their wealth and 
their children to distract from the purpose for which Allah (swt) created them. Here Allah (swt) 
warns us against that. He (swt) reminds us that wealth and children should never take us away 
from Him (swt) because they will not avail us in the least against Him (swt). May Allah (swt) help 
us to remember this fact! May Allah (swt) allow us to never let our wealth and children to distract 
us from the purpose of our creation! 

Then Allah (swt) refers to the people of the Fire as "these are the fuel of the Fire". 
Can you imagine what it means to be the fuel of the Fire? It means the Fire is burning you and 
you are what is being burned. It means that you are the combustion for this Fire that burns for 
all eternity. This is not a Fire that burns on sticks and wood but it is a Fire that burns on the skins 
and flesh of those who turned away from Allah (swt). May Allah (swt) save us from ever being 
among them! These people who reject the Message that Allah (swt) has sent or those that 
persist in doing what He (swt) is not pleased with will be the ones who will become the fuel of 
the Fire. The hadith of the Prophet (saw) tells us how every time their skin is burned away, it will 
grow back only to be burned again. So the punishment and the pain are not for a few moments 
but they are for an eternity. Can you just imagine the sheer horror of this? May Allah (swt) save 
us! May Allah (swt) allow us to do all that we can to save ourselves from this awful place! 

Sayyid Qutb asks us to note in his tafsir of this ayah how Allah (swt) refers to these 
people as the fuel of the Fire. By referring to them as the fuel of the Fire, Allah (swt) has 
removed from them their humanity. This is because Allah (swt) refers to them as merely an 
object being burned like a stick of wood or a lump of coal. Wood and coal are not human but 
these people have brought themselves to being nothing better than it. They have forsaken that 
which Allah (swt) had given them that distinguished them from all of creation. They had forsaken 
their minds that Allah (swt) had given them. This mind that allowed them to see the signs of 
Allah (swt) in the universe around them and that allowed them to come closer to Him (swt). This 
mind that allowed them to recognize the Message that Allah (swt) had sent them. This mind that 
allowed them to recognize the Greatness and Majesty of Allah (swt) and how He (swt) must 
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always be served. They had forsaken this mind that Allah (swt) had given them in order to follow 
their lusts and their desires. Instead of making themselves humble before Allah (swt) through 
their minds, they became arrogant. They saw themselves as above submitting to the Creator. 
They thought that they were the highest of the high when in fact they were the lowest of the 
low. So they had in essence becoming nothing better than firewood. What is the difference 
between a stick of firewood and a human who refuses to use his mind to come closer to Allah 
(swt)? At least the stick of firewood had never been given the choice so it is actually much 
better. May Allah (swt) save us from what happened to them happening to us! May Allah (swt) 
give us the ability to always contemplate and think about the signs that lead to Him (swt) and 
lead to the certainty of Him (swt)! 



12. Their way is like the people of Firaun and the ones before them, they rejected Our 
Signs, so Allah seized them because of their sins, and Allah is severe in punishment. 

In the previous ayah Allah (swt) told us about those who do kufr. They are the ones who 
reject this Message when they know that it is the Truth and they are the ones who are ungrateful 
to Allah (swt) for all of the favors and bounties that He (swt) has bestowed on them. Allah (swt) 
told us that their fate will be that they will be the fuel for the Fire. May Allah (swt) save us from 
that! In this ayah Allah (swt) gives us the prime example of a people who were like this from the 
past. Their thinking and their behavior is what we should strive at all times to avoid. May Allah 
(swt) give us the ability to do that! 


Allah (swt) begins this ayah by saying "Their way is like the people of Firaun and 

the ones before them". Firaun and his people were the best examples of those who do kufr. 
The Egyptian Empire which they ruled over was the superpower of its time. It was one of the 
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most vast and powerful kingdoms that this world had ever seen. Firaun himself had more power 
than any man could ever realize. Fie had such power that he was worshipped by his people as a 
living god on earth. Can you imagine the kind of power that a man could have over a people 
when they think him to be a god? Would they question him in anything that he did? Fie had 
everything that he could ever want from the material things of this world and he could do 
whatsoever he pleased. Fie lived such a pampered and sheltered life that it is said that he never 
even became sick. Fie never knew what it was like to have a disease or to be in pain. Fie had only 
experienced pleasure for his whole life. That was how much he had from the material things of 
this world. That was how much wealth and power he had. But what was the result of having all 
of this wealth and power? Fie started believing that he does not need anyone else. Fie forgot that 
he was a creation of Allah (swt) and that Allah (swt) was sustaining him and maintaining him for 
every second of his life. Fie thought he did not need Allah (swt), he saw himself as completely 
self-sufficient. This kind of thinking lead him to believe that he was not answerable to anyone. Fie 
thought he could do whatever he wanted, and that there was no one who could tell him what to 
do. This whole world became his garden to do in it whatsoever he pleased. So when the 
Messenger of Allah (swt) came to him to remind him to return to the worship and servitude of 
Allah (swt) that he had been created to do, he completely rejected the Messenger. Firaun's 
wealth and power had made him arrogant before Allah (swt). What right does he, a mere 
creation who defecates, have to be arrogant before Allah (swt)? But such arrogance has been the 
case of all those who choose to reject this Message and all those who think that they are so 
special that they deserve all that Allah (swt) has given them. Such arrogance has been the case 
of all those who think that they do not need to live their lives as a complete slave of Allah (swt), 
they think that they are better than that. Such was the case of Firaun and his people, as well as 
the case of all those before them who rejected the Message of Allah (swt) when it reached them. 
Such is the case of all such people and Allah (swt) brings our attention in this ayah to their 
example so that we can avoid their thinking and so that we can avoid their behavior. It is pride 
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and arrogance and self-contentment. May Allah (swt) give us the ability to prevent ourselves 
from becoming like them! May Allah (swt) save us from the Firaun that is inside all of us! 

Then Allah (swt) says, "they rejected Our Signs". This was perhaps the worst of 
crimes that Firaun and his people did. Despite all of the evil deeds that they had done. Despite all 
of the oppression that they had caused for the children of Israil like killing their innocent children, 
exploiting their men and making them into slaves and laborers, and abusing their women. 

Despite all of this evil, what could be a worse crime for the people of Firaun than when a clear 
Message reaches them from Allah (swt) and they know that it is indeed from Allah (swt) and they 
still reject it? What could be a greater evil than that? Allah (swt) placed clear signs in this 
Message so that they could know that it is indeed from Him (swt) and they still rejected it. Did 
they not realize that they have a Creator? Did they not realize that they were created only to 
worship and serve that Creator? Flow could they have been so arrogant and so foolish to think 
that they only exist in this world to satisfy their cravings, defecate, and then die? Is this all that 
there is to the existence of man? Allah (swt) has placed clear Signs in this universe and in this 
Message but how many people look for these Signs? 

Then Allah (swt) tells us that Fie (swt) seized the people of Firaun for their sins. Of 
course we can never understand this literally. It is not that Allah (swt) actually grabbed these 
people. But a connotation of that meaning is implied here. We get the sense that Allah (swt) was 
so displeased with these people that it was something like Fie (swt) grabbed them. This is the 
result of sin. This is the result of being heedless of the Divine. Allah (swt) is the Real and the 
True. Fie (swt) is the Truth. Fie (swt) is Perfection and Purity. Fie (swt) is the One Who brought 
everything into existence and Fie (swt) is the One Who is sustaining everything at every moment. 
Such a Being deserves to be remembered. Such a Being deserves to be sanctified and glorified. 
Such a Being deserves to be obeyed and submitted to. When a people choose not to. When a 
people choose instead to live in heedlessness of Him (swt). When they choose to be arrogant 
before Him (swt). When they choose to do what they know is displeasing to Him (swt). That is 
when they draw upon themselves His Wrath. What do such people deserve other than the worst 
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of pain and suffering. As we know the people of Firaun were made to suffer both in this world 
and the next. The true extent of their suffering is even beyond our realization. But this is what 
they deserve for their turning away from Allah (swt). This is what they deserve for their choosing 
to displease Him (swt). If you truly knew Allah (swt). If you realized the kind of Being that Fie 
(swt) is. Then you would see why these people are deserving of punishment. 

Finally Allah (swt) ends this ayah by saying "and Allah is severe in punishment". This 
is a Name of Allah (swt) that we as Muslims often tend to forget. We always like to think of Allah 
(swt) as the Most Merciful and the Most Forgiving. Whenever we are prompted to commit a sin, 
or whenever we become lazy in our obligations we just tell ourselves that Allah (swt) is the Most 
Forgiving and the Most Merciful. Yes, Allah (swt) is the Most Forgiving and the Most Merciful, and 
we should always have a hope in the Mercy of Allah (swt). But at the same time we should never 
forget that Allah (swt) is also "severe in punishment". Allah (swt) is telling you right here in 
His (swt) Book that Fie (swt) is severe in punishment. So how can you not fear Him (swt)? Flow 
can you not fear Him (swt) when Fie (swt) has given you the ability to fear and Fie (swt) has told 
you to fear Him (swt)? Why are you afraid of the creation? What is the creation when compared 
to the Creator? This part of the ayah is not only directed towards those who reject this Message 
but it is also directed towards those who are ungrateful to Allah (swt) for all that Fie (swt) has 
given them. Do you think that Allah (swt) gave you all that you have just so that you can do with 
them whatsoever you please and forget about Him (swt)? Is that what you think life is? If you do 
then you are dreaming, and when the Day of Judgment comes you will wake up. May Allah (swt) 
make us all wake up before that! May Allah (swt) help us to remember Him (swt) as Fie (swt) has 
described Flimself in His (swt)'s Book! May Allah (swt) help us to remember that Fie (swt) is 
Forgiving and Merciful when we think about the sins that we have committed in the past, but 
may Allah (swt) help us to remember that Fie (swt) is severe in punishment when we think about 
committing a sin now! This fear of Him (swt) that Fie (swt) has placed in our hearts is indeed a 
great Mercy because it helps us to avoid those actions that are displeasing to Him (swt). May 
Allah (swt) allow us to always remember that 


43 




o — ‘■•‘iv %3 


13. Say to the ones who kufr, "You shall be overcome, and gathered unto Hell, and an 
evil place of rest it is". 

In the previous ayah Allah (swt) told us about Firaun and all those who were like him. 

The ones who rejected this Message when they knew that it was the Truth and the ones who 
showed utter arrogance and insolence before Allah (swt). Flow they were made to taste the 
punishments of their actions both in this life and the next. Allah (swt) reminded us how Fie (swt) 
is severe in punishment. So Fie (swt) made them pay dearly for their arrogance and for their 
insolence before Him (swt). The worst of crimes for a human being is to be arrogant and insolent 
before Allah (swt) because you are being arrogant against the One Who has all Power, Majesty, 
Glory and Honor. In this ayah Allah (swt) emphasizes for us what will be the fate of such people. 
They think they have power, but Allah (swt) shows us how much their power will avail them. 

The narrations tell us that this ayah was revealed shortly after the Battle of Badr. As we 
know this was a battle in which the Muslims had won a tremendous and decisive victory. We all 
know the odds against which the Muslims had emerged victorious in this battle. They were 
outnumbered three to one, and their enemy also had better weapons, better armor and more 
horses. Can you imagine holding a sword and having to fight against three enemy soldiers, all of 
whom have better weapons and better armor than you do? Do you think that you can ever 
emerge victorious from such a battle? This was the odds against which the Muslims emerged 
victorious, and it was only because they had the help and support of Allah (swt). Now after the 
Muslims had this great victory, the narrations tell us that the Prophet (saw) called out to the Jews 
of Madinah and he (saw) told them not to oppose this Message like the Quraysh had done. The 
Quraysh had opposed the Message of Allah (swt) and they had suffered a crushing defeat at 
Badr because of their opposition. When you stand against the Message of Allah (swt), you are 
really standing against Allah (swt). What chance then do you have? So the Prophet (saw) was 
hoping that the Jews of Madinah would take a lesson from what happened to the Quraysh at 
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Badr. So he (saw) called out to them and invited them to accept this Message and to cease in 
their opposition to it. Look here at the tender and loving heart of the Prophet (saw). Despite all 
of their opposition to him (saw), he (saw) still cared for these Jews. He (saw) wanted them to be 
guided to Allah (swt). He (saw) wanted them to go to the Garden instead of to the Fire, this was 
the love and compassion that he (saw) had for all mankind. However they responded to the 
Prophet (saw) by telling him (saw) that the only reason why he (saw) was victorious at Badr was 
because he (saw) had "faced some weak men from Quraysh", and then they told him (saw) that 
if he (saw) were to fight against them then they would surely defeat him (saw). See how foolish 
was their thinking? See how arrogant and proud they were? They knew that the Quraysh were 
the most powerful tribe in the Arabian Peninsula at that time but still they referred to them as 
"weak men", they made this claim only because the Prophet (saw) and the Muslims had defeated 
them. They also claimed that if the Prophet (saw) and the Muslims were to fight against them, 
then they would surely defeat the Muslims. It has been narrated that Allah (swt) revealed this 
ayah in response to such boastful claims by the Jews. 

Allah (swt) says "Say to the ones who kufr, "You shall be overcome, and 
gathered unto Hell, and an evil place of rest it is"." This ayah is a command that Allah 
(swt) gives to the Prophet (saw). Allah (swt) tells him (saw) to tell the Jews that they will surely 
be overcome. They will surely be defeated. Notice how Allah (swt) refers to these Jews as the 
ones who do kufr. This is because they were certain that the Message that the Prophet (saw) 
came with was indeed from Allah (swt) and they still rejected it. That is why Allah (swt) refers to 
them as the ones who do kufr. They cover the Truth of this Message that they know in their 
hearts. They turned away from their Creator because in their arrogance and pride they actually 
thought that they were better than Him (swt). This is why Allah (swt) promises them that they 
will surely be vanquished and defeated. When you reject the Message that Allah (swt) has sent 
you and you take the close friends of Allah (swt) as your enemy then Allah (swt) takes you as an 
enemy. Who are you to think that you can stand against Allah (swt)? Who are you to think that 
you can oppose this Message that Allah (swt) has sent? Who are you to think that you can defeat 
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the Lord and Master of this universe? Simply look at their arrogance and their insolence before 
Allah (swt). Can you not see that the same arrogance that was present in Firaun in these people 
as well? Allah (swt) commands the Prophet (saw) to tell them that they will surely be overcome. 

Then Allah (swt) commands the Prophet (saw) to tell them that they will be gathered 
unto Hell. Is there any fate other than this that is appropriate for those who willfully reject the 
Message that Allah (swt) has sent them? Is there any fate other than this that is appropriate for 
those who turn away from the purpose of their creation? Is there any fate other than this that is 
appropriate for those who show such insolence and arrogance before the Lord and Master of the 
universe? We can never fully realize the extent of their crime just as we can never fully realize 
the extent of their punishment. The torment of Hell is far greater than any of us can ever even 
imagine. All that we can do is pray to Allah (swt) to save us and our families from it. But we must 
never think that this punishment is too severe for them. Can you even imagine how evil are a 
people who would turn away from Allah (swt)? Do you even realize Who Allah (swt) IS? Only 
those people who do not understand Allah (swt) and the right that He (swt) has to be 
worshipped and served think that the Fire is too harsh a punishment. If only you truly knew Allah 
(swt) then you would realize the evil of these people who would turn away from Him (swt). We 
should know that Allah (swt), Who is the Most Wise and the Most Just and Most Merciful, would 
only send to Hell those who truly deserve to be sent there. 

Finally we should note how Allah (swt) describes Hell as "an evil place of rest". A place 
of rest is a place in which you will stay forever. It is a place that you can never leave. Think 
about this description now, and think how terrified you should be of this place as a result of this 
description. Allah (swt) calls it a place of rest; this means that when you go there you will not be 
going for a short time. Rather it is a place in which you will be in for a very long time. We can 
take a meaning from this that even for the sinful believers who are sent to the Fire for a limited 
period of time, their pain and their suffering in there will be so great that they will think that they 
are in there forever. The torment will be so great that you will think that is never going to end. 
That is why we have to do everything that we can in the life of this world to prevent ourselves 
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from going to such a horrible place. The Prophet (saw) told us to save ourselves from the Fire 
even with only half a date in charity. So do not look at any good deed or any bad deed as 
insignificant. That one good deed or that one bad deed could be the difference for you when it is 
decided as to whether you will go to the Fire or not. The scales on the Day of Judgment are the 
most sensitive of scales. Even the smallest of good deeds and the smallest of bad deeds will 
move these scales. So think now of the pain of burning. We have all felt that pain. You know that 
there is nothing like it. Even those few moments when you were experiencing that pain was more 
than you could bear. Now think about a Fire that is seventy times hotter than the fire of this 
world. Think about the fact that Allah (swt) is describing this Fire as a place of rest. Now think to 
yourself if you will be able to have patience on this Fire. The next time that Shaitan comes to you 
and tells you to do an action that may not be pleasing to Allah (swt), or the next time that he 
comes to you and makes you lazy in your obligations then think about this fact. Ask yourself if 
you will be able to have patience on this Fire. 

We know that we have all committed sins, and we know that we are all deserving of the 
Fire. There are many obligations in the Law of Allah (swt) that we have procrastinated or 
neglected and there are many prohibitions that we have indulged in. So we are all sinners. If you 
think otherwise then you have failed to realize how much of a slave to Allah (swt) you have been 
created to be. Allah (swt) created you to worship and serve Him (swt), how many times have you 
failed in that duty? So we should be fearful of our sins, and we should strive to do all that we can 
to avoid this horrible place. We should realize that if were to go to this place, then it would be a 
place of rest, a place in which we would be for a very long time. Can you even imagine the 
prospect of spending an extended period of time in this awful place? How much then do you 
have to work to save yourself from it? May Allah (swt) give us the enabling grace! May He (swt) 
pour down upon us His (swt)'s Forgiveness and Mercy! We are all lost without Him (swt)! 
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14. Surely there has been a sign for you in the two armies that met, one army 
fighting in the way of Allah and the other doing kufr, whom they saw to be twice 
their number with their own eyes, and Allah strengthens with His help whom He 
pleases, surely in that is a lesson for those who can see. 

In the previous ayah Allah (swt) reminded us that all those who would dare to oppose 
this Message would be overcome and they would be gathered onto Hell. We also mentioned how 
the previous ayah was revealed after the battle of Badr where the Prophet (saw) and the Muslims 
had a great victory over the powerful pagan tribe of Quraysh. We mentioned how after the 
victory, the Prophet (saw) had called out to the Jews of Madinah and told them to accept Islam. 
He (saw) brought their attention to what had happened to the tribe of Quraysh who had dared to 
oppose the Islamic State and tried to prevent the Message of Allah (swt) from spreading to 
mankind. But did these Jews take heed to the lessons from this battle? Is there any among 
mankind who will take heed from what happened in this great battle? This great battle is what 
Allah (swt) brings our attention to here. 

Allah (swt) says. "Surely there has been a sign for you in the two armies that 

met". Here Allah (swt) brings our attention to the battle of Badr and He (swt) calls it a sign. How 
was the battle a sign? In all of history has there ever been a battle where a force of only three 
hundred has defeated a force of over a thousand? Especially when the army of a thousand had 
better weapons, better armor and more mounts. Also keep in mind that this was a battle that 
was fought out in the open desert, there were no trees and no cover to hide behind and conduct 
guerilla war from. There was no fortress behind which the Muslim soldiers could hide. There 
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were also no helicopter gunships or armored tanks to hide inside of. It was man to man, sword 
to sword. Can you then ever imagine in such circumstances an army emerging victorious when it 
was outnumbered more than three to one? Still the Muslims were victorious. How can this have 
been possible except with the help and support of Allah (swt)? So because the Muslims were 
victorious against such overwhelming odds, it clearly shows that Allah (swt) was on their side and 
so it is clear sign for all people that this Message is indeed the Truth. The Battle of Badr and the 
resounding Muslim victory in that battle has been clearly recorded in all the history books, even 
the Orientalists will not deny it. How then could such a great victory have been possible except 
with the help and support of Allah (swt)? So this victory was a great sign for all mankind for the 
Truth of this Message, why then do they not take heed? 

Then Allah (swt) says "one army fighting in the way of Allah and the other doing 
kufr". One of the two armies that met for battle had a great victory while the other was utterly 
defeated. What was the reason for this? What was the difference between these two armies? 

Why was it that one was victorious and the other defeated? Was it because of superior weapons 
technology? Was it because of greater manpower? The Muslims had neither of these and they 
were still victorious. What was the reason? Allah (swt) tells us here that it is because one of 
these armies was fighting for Him (swt) and the other was fighting against Him (swt). The 
soldiers of one of these armies had dedicated their lives to worshipping and serving Allah (swt), 
and the soldiers of the other army had dedicated their lives to serving their lusts and desires. 

Even on the night before the battle the Muslim soldiers spend the night in worship and prayer, 
while the Quraysh soldiers spend the night drinking, laughing and in the company of dancing 
girls. Which army do you think then that Allah (swt) was pleased with and which was He (swt) 
displeased with? Was it then any surprise which army won and which army lost? Both in this life 
and the Hereafter. Nothing in this life matters except Allah (swt) and it will always be that only 
the group that Allah (swt) is pleased with who will have victory. So if you were going to be in one 
of these armies, in which one would you choose to be in? How are you living your life now? How 
are you spending your nights now? Are you working for the Din of Allah (swt) or are you only 
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looking out for yourself? The choices that you make at every moment of your life is what 
determines how pleased Allah (swt) will be with you, it is what determines which of these two 
groups you will be in. May Allah (swt) guide us to make the right choices with our lives so that 
we can prepare ourselves! May Allah (swt) make us among His (swt)'s righteous soldiers! 

Then Allah (swt) says "whom they saw to be twice their number with their own 
eyes". There are actually two meanings that this part of the ayah gives and they are both 
correct. One meaning is that when the Muslim army saw the Quraysh army during the battle, the 
Quraysh army appeared to the Muslims as twice their number. Just imagine if you were in the 
shoes of the Muslim soldiers at that time. You are going to face an army and you see their 
number to be twice as large as your own. Would that not put fear in your hearts? Similarly these 
Muslims soldiers also would have been afraid, but they had their trust and reliance on Allah (swt) 
and they knew that they had the help and support of Allah (swt). So even though they saw the 
numbers of their enemy to be much greater than their own, they did not flee and they did not 
lose hope. Rather they kept their trust in Allah (swt) and they pressed forward into battle. So 
when the Muslims saw the Quraysh to be twice their number it was a test of their Iman and their 
trust and reliance on Allah (swt). Those who passed the test pressed forward into battle because 
they knew that Allah (swt) was with them. The other meaning that this part of the ayah gives is 
that it was the Quraysh army who saw the Muslims to be twice their number. Now of course we 
know in reality this was not so. There were far more Quraysh soldiers as there were Muslim 
soldiers. What happened is that Allah (swt) made the numbers of the Muslims seem far greater 
to the Quraysh than there actually were. In the eyes of the soldiers of the Quraysh they saw a 
giant Muslim army, almost twice their own in number, when in reality the Muslims were much 
fewer than them. When this happened, the soldiers of the Quraysh were struck with fear. They 
did not have the trust and reliance on Allah (swt) that the Muslims had. They only had the life of 
this world, and they only had whatever strength they could find in the life of this world. Then at 
that moment when Allah (swt) made them see a huge Muslim army in front of them all of their 
strength went away. They were left in terror, and they were left defenseless. 
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Then Allah (swt) says "and Allah strengthens with His help whom He pleases". 

The help of Allah (swt) is victory, and He (swt) gives help and victory to whomsoever He pleases. 
So if you desire help from Allah (swt) and you desire victory from Him (swt), you should make 
sure that you are among those that He (swt) is pleased with. Do you think that Allah (swt) is 
pleased with you now? Are you doing all of the actions that are pleasing to Him (swt)? Are you 
staying away from all the actions that are displeasing to Him (swt)? We all desire for Allah (swt) 
to give victory to this Ummah today just like He (swt) gave victory to the Muslims at Badr. 
However for that to happen we have to make sure that we are among those whom Allah (swt) is 
pleased with. Allah (swt) clearly tells us in this part of the ayah that He (swt) gives victory to 
whom He (swt) pleases, the key words here are "whom He pleases". Do you not then want to 
do all you can to please Allah so that He (swt) may give this Ummah victory? 

So what do we need to do in order to hope for the help and victory from Allah (swt)? 

First of all we ourselves have to be among those whom Allah (swt) is pleased with. We should 
sincerely try our best to abide by the Law of Allah (swt) by doing all that He (swt) has ordered us 
to do and by staying away from all that He (swt) has us prohibited from. If you can see that you 
are still neglectful in your Salah or you are unable to lower your gaze, then you know that you 
have a lot of work to do. After we have reached that level where we ourselves are abiding by the 
Law of Allah (swt), then we must sincerely work in the path of this dawah following the method 
of the Prophet (saw). The Prophet (saw) worked to establish the Oneness of Allah (swt) both in 
the hearts of the people and as the law of the land. Allah (swt) was the only illah that was 
worshipped and He (swt) was the only Lord that was obeyed. This is the goal towards which we 
must work as well. If we can do this, if we can be sincere to Allah (swt) then we have a hope 
that He (swt) will be pleased with us and that He (swt) will give His (swt)'s help and His (swt)'s 
victory. The key once again is to work sincerely in the path of Allah (swt). The victory will come 
from Allah (swt) and not from our own hands, but our responsibility is to seek that victory to the 
best of our ability. May Allah (swt) give us the enabling grace to do this! May Allah (swt) give this 
Ummah His (swt)'s help and victory! 
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Finally Allah (swt) ends this ayah by saying "surely in that is a lesson for those who 
can see". What happened at Badr is clear for all to see. It was clear for the Prophet (saw) and 
the Muslims to see, it was clear for the Quraysh to see, it was clear for the Jews in Madinah to 
see, and it is clear for us to see today. Allah (swt) tells us in this part of the ayah that in this 
battle there is a lesson for us. In this world there will always be a battle between those who fight 
in the way of Allah (swt) and those who fight for kufr. This is a battle that has taken place ever 
since the human being was first placed on this earth. Sometimes it is a battle with words and 
ideas, and sometimes is with the sword. But this battle has always raged, and it will always go on 
till the Day of Judgment. So you choose now which side you want to be on. You can take a 
lesson from what happened at Badr. You saw at Badr what was the end of those who Allah (swt) 
was pleased with and those who Fie (swt) displeased with. So you make your choice now, and 
may Allah (swt) guide us all to make the right choice! 
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15. The love of shahawathas been made beautiful for man, of women, children, 
hoarded heaps of gold and silver, branded horses, cattle, well-tilled land. These are 
the enjoyments of the life of this world. But with Allah lies the excellent home. 

In the previous ayah Allah (swt) brought our attention to the battle of Badr. Allah (swt) 
described for us the qualities of the two armies who fought in that battle. What was different 
about these two armies was not simply the side for which they fought. We know that one of the 
armies was fighting for the Islamic State and the other was fighting for the tribe of Quraysh. But 
really they were fighting for two different ways of life. One was a way of life dedicated to the 
worship and servitude of Allah (swt) and one was a way of life dedicated to the worship and 
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servitude of the desires. One of these armies chose Allah (swt) and the other chose the life of 
this world. One believed that we exist to serve Him (swt) and the other believed that we should 
all do whatever our desires prompted us to. But when Allah (swt) is the Real and the True, when 
there are so many signs for Allah (swt) all over this universe, why would anyone ever choose the 
life of this world? Why would anyone ever choose to serve their lusts and their desires instead of 
serving the Real and the True In this ayah Allah (swt) answers these questions. 

Allah (swt) says in this ayah "The love of shahawathas been made beautiful for 
man". The Arabic word shahawat\s difficult to translate into English, the best that we can say is 
that it means the "things of desire". It is what our lower selves desire, it is what we hunger and 
yearn for. The desire for these things is instinctual, we do not arrive at this desire for shahawat 
from our minds, rather we have an inborn desire for them. We see that our desire for these 
things just comes within us, like a flame that is kindled within ourselves. 

So we all have a desire for these shahawat. This desire that we have for them is so 
strong that it often leads us to love these things. This love is not a love that is arrived at through 
our minds but it is an instinctual love. Our love for Allah (swt) has been arrived at through our 
minds when we reflect on His (swt)'s Greatness and we remember all that He (swt) has done for 
us. But this is no so with these shahawat, we have an inborn and instinctual desire for them. We 
love them without even thinking about why we love them. So even though the love for these 
shahawathas not been arrived through our minds, we still have a very strong love for them. 

In this ayah Allah (swt) tells us that this love that we have for the shahawat has been 
made beautiful for us. So see here now how strong is our love for these shahawat, see here how 
dangerous this love is. First we have a natural and inborn desire for these things, this inborn 
desire then causes us to love them, and then Allah (swt) has made our love for these things 
seem beautiful to us. Can you then imagine how strong such love could become if it is left 
unchecked? Can you then see the danger in it in that it can take us away from Allah (swt)? When 
we love something so strongly it could become the illah in our heart. As we know that place in 
our heart has been created only for Allah (swt) and it has been reserved only for Allah (swt). So 
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we see how these shahawatare in fact a test for us. We desire them, we love them, and our love 
for them has been made beautiful. Despite this strong love however, we have to strive and 
struggle not to allow these things to take us away from Allah (swt). Not to allow them become 
the illah in our heart. That is the test that Allah (swt) given us in the life of this world. 

So what exactly are these shahawat whose love has been made beautiful to us and 
which are the greatest of trials for us? Allah (swt) lists them one by one for us in this ayah. First 
and foremost Allah (swt) says "from women". We do not desire anything like we desire 
members of the opposite sex. Our desire for members of the opposite is one of the greatest, 
deepest, and most primal of desires that we have. It is deep within our very core and it can burn 
stronger than we can ever possibly imagine. So in this ayah Allah (swt) is warning us that our 
desire for members of the opposite sex, the desire of the man for the woman and the desire of 
the woman for a man, is a great test for us. If we are not careful this desire can become the illah 
in our hearts and it can take us away from Allah (swt). So no matter how strong this desire may 
flare within us, we must always remember that women are not our creator, they are not our 
sustainer, and we will not return to them when we die. Furthermore as beautiful and charming as 
they may seem to us, we have to remember that they are nowhere near in comparison to the 
Perfection and Majesty of our Lord. They have weaknesses just like all creation. They make 
mistakes just like all creation. They defecate and become sick just like we do. So as much as we 
desire them we have to realize their weakness. We have to realize that we cannot give to them 
the place in our heart that was created only for our Lord. They do not deserve to become the 
illah in our hearts; this is a place that is reserved only for Allah (swt). This must always be on our 
minds when this desire flares within us. 

The next shahawat that Allah (swt) mentions are children. For those of us who do not 
have children of our own we can never fully comprehend ourselves how great is this love that 
parents have for their children. They love their children so much that they are willing to do 
anything for their children. They see their children as a source of pride for them, whatever 
accomplishments the child achieves is something that gives them pride. Whatever it is that their 


54 



child accomplishes it is almost as if it is what they have accomplished. They want their children to 
be successful even more than they themselves want to be successful. They also see their children 
as a fulfillment of their lives. They have lived to have this child and for this child to continue on 
after them. This makes this love for their children become so strong that they soon begin 
neglecting their duties to Allah (swt). Soon all that they care about it is making sure their children 
are looked after. That their children go to the best schools and that they get the best education. 
Thus their desire for the well being of their children becomes the illah in their hearts, replacing 
Allah (swt). So the lesson that we can take from this part of the ayah is that while we must 
always love our children, and we must always take care of our children, and we must always 
hope for the best from them both in this life and the Hereafter, we can never let them replace 
Allah (swt) as the illah in our hearts. Our hearts must be for Allah (swt) and not for them. We 
must always remember that it was He (swt) Who created us and He (swt) Who created them. 

The next shahawat that Allah (swt) tells us about are "hoarded heaps of gold and 
silver". This is referring to all kinds of wealth. Notice how Allah (swt) does not simply say gold 
and silver but He (swt) says "hoarded heaps of gold and silver". This shows that the human 
being does not simply have a desire for wealth but he has a desire for greater and greater 
amounts of wealth. Who among us has not tasted the greed that we have for accumulating more 
and more wealth. This greed that we have for wealth is also an inborn love that is deep within 
us. The Prophet (saw) has told us that if the son of Adam had one valley full of gold, he would 
still want another one just like it. So we all have this greed for wealth deep within us. In this 
ayah Allah (swt) tells us how this desire has been made appealing and beautiful to us. What is it 
about a lump of gold or dollar bill that is inherently beautiful? It is just a stone and a piece of 
paper, why should we place any value on a lump of stone or a piece of paper. But Allah (swt) 
tells us in this ayah that there is something about wealth that we desire, we desire it and it has 
been made beautiful for us. This desire that we have for wealth can also become our illah and 
thus take us away from Allah (swt). So we have to be very careful, if you find yourself thinking 
about your money more and more, if you see yourself counting your money all the time, if you 
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find yourself thinking about ways to make more money, and you find that this is distracting you 
from remembering Allah (swt), then know that this money may be replacing Allah (swt) as the 
illah in your heart. So know that this wealth is a test, know that this wealth comes only from 
Allah (swt), and know that this wealth can never save you when you need it if Allah (swt) does 
not will it so. May Allah (swt) save us from our desire for wealth! 

Then Allah (swt) warns us about "branded horses". The Arabs at the time of the 
Prophet (saw) loved their horses. Their horses were a source of great pride for them. This was 
not surprising because their horses were magnificent creatures that could race through the 
desert sands like a swift wind. So they loved their horses, and Allah (swt) made their love of 
horses seem beautiful to them. Allah (swt) warns them in this ayah not to let their love for these 
creatures distract them from Him (swt). The love for cars and other forms of transportation that 
many of us have can be compared to this love that the Arabs had for their horses. Some people 
love cars, they know about all of the features of all different kinds of cars. If they have a car of 
their own they always think about ways to improve their car. Their car is a source of pride for 
this people, it is a status symbol, they think that it defines who they are. Such people have their 
car instead of Allah (swt) as the illah in their hearts. So the lesson that we can take from this part 
of the ayah is that we must never allow cars or other forms of transportation that we may love to 
distract us from Allah (swt). We must use them in order to serve Allah (swt) by taking us to and 
from the places that Allah (swt) likes for us to go to, but we must never let our love for them 
keep us from Allah (swt), May Allah (swt) keep us safe from this shahawafl. 

Then Allah (swt) warns us about cattle and other similar livestock. There are several 
benefits that can be gained from cattle and livestock. They provide milk, they can be used to till 
the land, and when they are sacrificed they provide meat and hide. So because of the many 
benefits that they bring, these cattle and livestock could also be coveted and loved by men. 
People see in these cattle all of the benefits of this world that they can bring. We can compare 
the livestock that Allah (swt) tells us about here to the sources of income that we have today. 

The Arabs at the time of the Prophet (saw) loved their cattle because they were a source of 
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income and a source of benefit for them. Recall that many of the Ansar in Madinah were farmers 


by profession and so their cattle was a source of income and provisions for them. So just like 
they were in danger of falling in love with their cattle, similarly we can fall in love with our 
sources of income, be it our job or our business or our property that we rent out. We could start 
to think about these more than we think about Allah (swt). This is the danger that Allah (swt) 
warns us about in this part of the ayah. If we find that we are thinking about our job or our 
business more than Allah (swt), then we have been deceived by this shahawat. Even if you are in 
school and all that you can think about is getting the best job and making the most money, then 
you have been deceived by this shahawat We have to remember that it is Allah (swt) Alone Who 
has given us all the sources of income that we have and that He (swt) could take these away at 
any time that He (swt) pleases. It is Allah (swt) Who provides for us all that we have. If we have 
this disease where we are thinking that our business or our jobs will provide for us instead of 
Allah (swt) and we are putting our trust and our hope in them instead of Allah (swt), then we 
must be aware of this shahawat that Allah (swt) is warning us about in this part of the ayah! May 
Allah (swt) help us to remember that it is only He (swt) Who really provides for us! 

Finally Allah (swt) warns us about "well-tilled land". Many people have a love for land. 
Similar to the case of wealth and livestock, they see themselves getting all the material benefits 
of this world from their land. They see the riches that they can obtain from their land. So they 
have a strong desire to get more and more land. They love the land that they own, they are 
always thinking about how they can get more benefit from their land, and they are always 
seeking to get more land. Thus Allah (swt) warns such people in this ayah that this desire that 
they have for this land is shahawatand it is a great test for them. 

Can you find any human being that does not have the desire for these shahawat ? See 
then how beautifully and how accurately Allah (swt) has described the nature of the human being 
in this ayah. Allah (swt) has shown us exactly what it is that we all desire and thus He (swt) has 
shown us exactly who we are. This shows us how Allah (swt) Knows us even better than we 
know ourselves. So who then should be the one to put down the Law according to which we 
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should live our lives? Are we more qualified to come up with the systems by which we must live 


than Allah (swt), the Creator and the Sustainer of the human being? So we see from this ayah 
and how accurately Allah (swt) has described the nature of the human being in it that it must be 
He (swt) Who should put down the Law according to which all of mankind must live. Who else 
knows us better than He (swt)? Who else Knows what we desire? Who else can bring the laws 
with which the conflicts and disputes that arise from these desires can be solved? If mankind 
were to turn away from the Law of Allah (swt) then they would see nothing but misery, injustice 
and deprivation. 

Then Allah (swt) says about all of these shahawatVnat "these are the enjoyments of 
the life of this world". All of these shahawataxa enjoyments of this world. Yes, they are 
enjoyments in that they give pleasure, but they are also of this world and we know that this 
world is doomed for destruction. So in this ayah Allah (swt) beautifully details for us the reality of 
these shahawat. They do bring enjoyment, they do pleasure, but they are ultimately of this 
world. The nature of the pleasures in this world is that they are temporary and fleeting and 
tainted. So whatever enjoyment or pleasure that these shahawat may bring is only for a short 
time and it will always end. Even when we enjoy the pleasure there is always some evil or some 
negative side effect associated with it. So what is it that we must seek instead? 

Allah (swt) says "But with Allah lies the excellent home". In the previous part of the 
ayah Allah (swt) told us that these shahawataxe. enjoyments, but He (swt) also told us that they 
are of this world. They are pleasurable but at the same time they are of this world. We all should 
realize by now that this world is not our home, it is a temporary place where we stay for a short 
time while we are being tested on how well we worship and serve Allah (swt). This is a fact that 
we constantly need to remind ourselves of because Shaitan loves to make us forget this fact. We 
should also remind ourselves that our real home lies in the Hereafter. We know that there are 
two homes that we can end up in the Hereafter, and we know that which one of these we end up 
is based on how well we did on this test that Allah (swt) gave us in this world. We can also see 
from this part of the ayah how one of these homes is the home that is with Allah (swt). This 
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means that one of these homes is very close to Allah (swt). If you go to this home, then you will 
be very close to Allah (swt). Furthermore Allah (swt) describes this home as the excellent home. 
Is this not then where you would like to go to? Not only is it a home that is very close to your 
Rabb, but it is a home the qualities of it He (swt) Himself has praised. Can you then imagine 
what a pleasurable and restful place it would be? Can you imagine how much pleasure, joy and 
contentment you will feel therein? So it is true that the shahawatof this world are alluring, and 
they are drawing you towards them. They are trying to replace Allah (swt) as your reason for 
being. A part of you feels like going towards them instead of journeying towards Allah (swt). But 
do not allow them to. Fight them with every ounce of strength that you have. Remember what is 
waiting for you in only a short time if you are able to exert patience. The excellent home with 
Allah (swt). May Allah (swt) give us all the enabling grace to attain this excellent place of rest! 
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16. Say "Shall I inform you of what is far better than that? For the ones who have 
taqwa with their Rabb are gardens under which rivers flow, staying therein forever, 
and pure spouses, and Allah's pleasure, and Allah sees the slaves". 

In the previous ayah Allah (swt) told us about what He (swt) has made beautiful for us in 
this world. These are the shahawatthat we have been made to desire and love. We desire them 
with a great desire even though we did not arrive at this love through our minds. But these 
shahawat a re also a great test for us. Do we allow our love for these things to replace Allah (swt) 
as the illah in our hearts? Do we think about these things more than we think about Allah (swt)? 
Do we work and strive in this world for these things instead of Allah (swt)? This is the test that 
Allah (swt) has given for us. Allah (swt) promised us in the previous ayah that if we can pass this 
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test then we will have an excellent home with Him (swt) in the Hereafter. In this ayah Allah (swt) 
describes for us that excellent home. In this ayah Allah (swt) describes for us the Garden. 
Remember that while we are on this earth we will never be able to fully understand how the 
Garden is like. The pleasures and delights therein are even beyond our imagination. In ayahs 
such as these, Allah (swt) is only giving us a brief taste, a sip, but the reality of it can only be 
experienced when we get there, Insha Allah! 

While we are reading the descriptions of Paradise in the English language we are even 
further handicapped in our comprehension of its reality. Unlike English, Arabic is such a rich 
language with an abundance of words that can be used to describe a particular reality. Each 
word gives a much more descriptive and deeper meaning than its English counterpart. So in the 
Quran the words that Allah (swt) uses creates an image in our minds of how Paradise will be like. 
You can picture this beautiful place that Allah (swt) is describing to you and the image in your 
mind is so real that you can almost touch it. It almost feels as if you are there. Insha Allah this is 
the experience that you will have when you read the Quran with a deep comprehension of the 
Arabic language. This is yet another reason why we should all make the best effort possible to 
learn the classical Arabic that the Quran is in. It is so that we also can see this beautiful place in 
our minds just like the Sahabah and the early Muslims did. May Allah (swt) give us the enabling 
grace! 

Allah (swt) begins this ayah by commanding the Prophet (saw) to say "Shall I inform 
you of what is far better than that?". Just imagine what a strange question this must have 
been for the Prophet (saw) to ask of the people. In the previous ayah Allah (swt) had just told 
them of all of the things of this world that they have been made to love. They can see that their 
love for these shahawat\s very strong, what then could be better they might ask. You are telling 
us of the things that we love, and you are telling us that our love for these things has been made 
beautiful. So what then can be better than these things? This question is asked to make us think. 
It is asked to make us realize that even though there are these shahawat that we find so 
desirable, there is in reality something that is far better than these. 
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Allah (swt) then says, "For the ones who have taqwa \N\th their Rabb are gardens 
under which rivers flow". The first lesson that we can take from this is to see once again that 
it is for the ones who have taqwa that Paradise has been promised. It is the ones who have 
taqwa whom Allah (swt) loves. Paradise is a manifestation of the Love and Mercy of Allah (swt). 
He (swt) gives it to those whom He (swt) pleased with. He (swt) loves those who not only 
believe in Him (swt) but who always think about Him (swt). Those who are always afraid of doing 
anything that might be displeasing to Him (swt) and who are always trying to what is pleasing to 
Him (swt). So it is not enough for you to simply believe in this Message that Allah (swt) has sent 
you, but you must also have this consciousness and fear of Allah (swt), this taqwa of Allah 
(swt). This taqwa must then make you strive to do the actions that Allah (swt) is pleased with 
and it must make you strive to stay away from the actions that Allah (swt) is displeased with. 
Your acceptance of this Message must be manifested in your actions as it is in your heart and 
your words. Your Iman must show in your willingness to abide by the Law of Allah (swt) because 
of your fear of Him (swt). This is Taqwa. Only if you fulfill these conditions will you truly be 
among those for whom the gardens are promised Insha Allah. 

Notice also how Allah (swt) tells us that these Gardens are with Him (swt). This means 
that those blessed souls who have the fortune of being admitted into the Garden will be in a 
place where they are near to Allah (swt). What could be better than this? Far better in felicity 
and happiness than whatever physical pleasures the Garden may offer is this station close to the 
Divine. Can you just imagine what it will be like to be close to Allah (swt), your Rabb? The One 
Who brought you into being, the One Who sustained you at every moment, the One Who was 
your reason of Being. How wonderful would it be to have a final resting place where you are near 
to Him (swt)? Just to spend forever with Him (swt). 

It is not simply the garden itself from which the pleasure and joy comes. Of course the 
garden itself is a source of great pleasure. The perfect temperature, the wide open space, the 
blue sky above you, the soft green grass under your feet, the soft breeze passing over your skin, 
the beautiful flowers and trees, it is a place that Allah (swt) created only to bring pleasure for the 
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human being. So it is a place of unimaginable pleasure and joy. But there is so much more that 
will bring you pleasure than just the garden itself. There is also your state in the garden. You will 
never feel any pain or be in any discomfort whatsoever. Compare this now to the life of this 
world. Is there even one moment in your life in this world when you are not in some sort of 
discomfort? Of course when you get sick or have some injury then you are definitely in pain and 
discomfort. But even when you are not sick or not injured, do you not always have some sort of 
physical or emotional discomfort? There is always some pain or some discomfort or some 
anxiety or some fear or some grief that is always bothering all of us. Even in the moments when 
you are truly experiencing some pleasure, you know deep down inside that this pleasure will end, 
and so it brings you some amount of grief. You are feeling sad while you are experiencing the 
pleasure! Such is the nature of this life. But this is not so in the garden, in the garden you will 
know nothing but happiness and contentment. You will have nothing to fear, and nothing to 
worry about, and nothing that will make you sad. You will fail no pain and no discomfort 
whatsoever. You know that the place that you are in is a place that was created only to make 
you happy. So the joy and happiness of Paradise is not limited to the place itself, but it also your 
state of mind and body when you are there. May Allah (swt) grant us all this wonderful place to 
be in! How far better is it than the existence that we live in today! 

Then Allah (swt) says "staying therein forever". Just the fact that you will never taste 
death again is one of the greatest of pleasures in Paradise. Just the fact that you will be in there 
forever is one of the greatest of pleasures in Paradise. What brings people more grief and anxiety 
in the life of this world other than knowing the fact that they are one day going to die? They 
can't understand how they will one day be no more. They can't understand how their existence 
will come to an end. This realization creates within such people unimaginable pain and suffering. 
But this is something that we will never feel in the Garden. In addition to all of the pleasure and 
contentment that we will have in the garden, we are also happy because we know that it is going 
to last forever. We are certain that we are never going to die. So in addition to the Garden itself 
giving us pleasure, we also have joy from the knowledge that everything we have in the Garden 
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is never going to end. In the Garden your pleasures will never end just like your existence will 
never end. That is the Garden that your Rabb has created for you, and it can be yours if only you 
worship and serve Him (swt) as He (swt) created you to do. 

Then Allah (swt) says "and pure spouses". The Prophet (saw) said that the greatest 
treasure of this worldly life is a righteous wife. Of all the things that can give you pleasure in the 
life of this world, there is nothing that can give you pleasure like a righteous wife. She can give 
pleasure spiritually, emotionally, and physically. She is your partner in your worship of Allah 
(swt), she is your best friend, and you take physical comfort and warmth from her. Similarly in 
the Hereafter also you will be given a spouse that will please you. We know from the hadith that 
if your spouse was righteous in the life of this world, and if you loved them, then they will be 
your companion in the Hereafter. But if they were not righteous, or if you did not love them, or if 
you never got married, then Allah (swt) will give you a spouse from the spouses of paradise. In 
either case, Allah (swt) will give you that companion that will make you the happiest. We also 
know that you will never fight or argue with your spouse because Allah (swt) would remove all 
hatred from your heart. The two of you will share the pleasures of paradise together and you will 
be together forever. You will have no complaints with each other and you will find no faults with 
each other. You will spend forever making each other happy. 

So you have been given all of these pleasures and delights in paradise. Is there anything 
that could possibly be better than this? Just imagine, you now have everything that you could 
ever ask for. You are in pleasure and contentment for every moment of your existence. Could 
anything be better than this? Yes there is, because in addition to all of this, Allah (swt) also 
promises to give you His (swt)'s Pleasure. The Pleasure of Allah (swt). For Allah (swt), your 
Creator and your Sustainer, your Lord and your Master, to be pleased with you. For Him (swt) to 
be happy with the choices that you have made and the actions that you have done. Could there 
be anything that is better than that? No there cannot. To gain the Pleasure of Allah (swt) would 
be the greatest of pleasures for you in the garden. This is far greater than any of the other 
pleasures of the garden. When you know that there is a Being as Tremendous and as Magnificent 
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and as Sublime as He (swt) what then should matter other than Him (swt) being pleased with 
you? Insha Allah this then is the goal that we must always work towards. You know that Allah 
(swt) created you, and you know that He (swt) is keeping you alive at every moment of your life. 
Should you not then try to spend every moment of your life trying to please Him (swt)? May Allah 
(swt) give us all the ability to do that! 

Finally Allah (swt) ends this ayah by saying "and Allah sees the slaves". See what a 
perfect ending this is to an ayah that describes for us Paradise. See how Allah (swt) links the 
granting of Paradise with the actions of the His (swt)'s servants. Of course we should never think 
that our deeds alone will bring us Paradise but at the same time we can realize that the more 
good deeds that we do, the greater is the chance that Allah (swt) will love us and that He (swt) 
will grant us Paradise. In this ayah Allah (swt) reminds us that He (swt) is always seeing us. 

There is not a moment that passes you by except that your Lord is Seeing you in that moment. 
This is a fact that we all know, but we often forget. That is the beauty of this Book. This Book 
reminds us of the reality that we often become heedless of. The more that we turn to this Book. 
The more that we remind ourselves through it, the more the veils will disappear. The more that 
we will become aware of the fact that even at this moment we are under the Gaze of the All- 
Seeing. We have to always remind ourselves of this fact. Even our effort in reminding ourselves 
that Allah (swt) is always Seeing us is a good deed. So just remember that right now at this very 
moment, Allah (swt) is Seeing you read these words. Be aware this fact and try to maintain this 
consciousness throughout your day. Insha Allah this realization will help motivate you to do the 
actions which will enter you into this Garden. 
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17. The ones who say "Our Rabb, surely we have believed, so forgive us and save us 
from the punishment of the Fire". 

In the previous ayah Allah (swt) described for us Paradise. Allah (swt) told us about what 
was in Paradise, from the garden to the flowing rivers to the pure spouses to His Pleasure. We 
also said that the Pleasure of Allah (swt) was better than anything that the garden can offer, and 
we said that it must be our goal in life to attain it. In this ayah and the ayah to follow Allah (swt) 
describes for us about the people to whom Paradise is promised. These are whom Allah (swt) is 
pleased with, and so it is for these people that He (swt) has created Paradise for. So if you desire 
Paradise and more importantly, if you desire the Pleasure of Allah (swt) then Insha Allah it is like 
these people whom you strive to be. So look carefully as to how Allah (swt) describes such 
people, and then try your best to be like them. May Allah (swt) give us all the ability to be like 
those whom He (swt) is pleased with! 

Allah (swt) describes such people by saying that they are "The ones who say "Our 
Rabb, surely we have believed, so forgive us and save us from the punishment of the 

Fire"". The first thing that we can notice about these people whom Allah (swt) is pleased with is 
they make dua. They are the ones who recognize their weakness and they recognize the 
Greatness of Allah (swt), so they call out to Allah (swt) in prayer. But what is it that they pray 
for? They do not pray for the riches of this world or the material pleasures of this world, but 
rather they pray for the Forgiveness of Allah (swt). From this prayer you can see where their 
hearts are and you can see what it is that they yearn for. Their hearts are with Allah (swt) and 
they are praying for Allah (swt) to accept them. They are asking Allah (swt) to forgive them all of 
the sins that they have done, and they are asking Allah (swt) to accept them as His (swt)'s 
servants. Thus we see that Allah (swt) loves those who turn to Him (swt) in prayer and He (swt) 
loves those who seek Forgiveness of Him (swt). 
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Notice how they first declare that they believe in Allah (swt). They affirm and they attest 
their utmost conviction in the Supreme Being. They are certain beyond the shadow of a doubt 
that Allah (swt) is there. They believe in Allah (swt) and that is why they call out to Him (swt). 
They call on Allah (swt) by first reminding themselves of their relationship with Him (swt). They 
call on Him (swt) as "Rabb". This is the relationship that all of creation has with Him (swt). This 
relationship is that He (swt) is our Lord and Master, the One Who we were created to worship 
and serve. Just as we have a relationship with Him (swt), He (swt) has a relationship with us. 
Allah (swt)'s relationship with us is that He (swt) created us, He (swt) sustains us, He (swt) 
provides for us, He (swt) keeps us safe, and He (swt) is the only One Who will judge us when we 
return to Him (swt). When our short existence in this world is over our eternity will be decided 
only by Him (swt). This is what it means for Him (swt) to be our Rabb. Because Allah (swt) is our 
Rabb this is what He (swt) does for us, now what is it that we must do for Him (swt)? We must 
believe in Him (swt) and we must do the actions that are pleasing to Him (swt) and we keep 
away from the actions that are displeasing to Him (swt). 

Then the believers ask Allah (swt) to save them from the Fire. Just as they have a hope 
in the Mercy and Forgiveness of Allah (swt), they also have a great fear of the punishment of 
Allah (swt). Just as they yearn for the Garden, they dread the Fire. They are terrified of the Fire, 
and they know that they will never be able to escape the Fire on their own, rather they know 
that they need Allah (swt) to save them from the Fire. They always thought of their sins as big, 
and they always saw their works as small and insignificant. So because of these shortcomings in 
their worship and servitude of Allah (swt), they always thought that the Fire was due on them. 
They saw themselves as deserving the Fire for all of the sins that they had done and for their 
falling short in their obligation to serve and worship Allah (swt). So they prayed to Allah (swt) 
and asked Him (swt) to save them from the Fire. They knew that their only hope from this 
painful torment that they deserved was in the Mercy and Forgiveness of Allah (swt), so they 
begged Allah (swt) to save them from the Fire. 
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18. The Sabireen, the truthful, the obedient, the ones who spend, and the ones who 
pray for forgiveness in the late hours of the night. 

In this ayah Allah (swt) continues to describe for us those whom He (swt) is pleased 
with. These are the people for whom He (swt) created the Garden. As we read this ayah it is very 
important once again that we try to inculcate these descriptions within ourselves. Every day of 
your life, you should be asking yourself how you can be like these people whom Allah (swt) is 
describing. What can you do to bring out these qualities that Allah (swt) likes in your life? Remind 
yourself once again that you have been created to worship and serve Allah (swt) and this Quran 
is the manual on how you can perform that. So you should always be looking to the Quran as a 
source of guidance in you life. You should read the Book of Allah (swt), try your best to 
understand what He (swt) is telling you, and then try your best to implement what you learn in 
your life. May Allah (swt) give us all the enabling grace to do that! 

The first quality that Allah (swt) says that He (swt) is pleased with is for us to be among 
"The Sabireen". The word Sabr is difficult to translate into the English language. This is because 
it encompasses so much meaning. One meaning is to be patient and bearing through times of 
difficulty and stress. So whenever you are faced with any kind of difficulty, be it some sadness or 
some fear or some anger or some pain or some injury, whatever it is that makes you discontent, 
whatever it is that causes you discomfort, if you are patient for the sake of Allah (swt), then you 
will be doing an action that Allah (swt) is pleased with. Just your being patient is an action that 
Allah (swt) is pleased with, just like your Salah is. So the first quality that we must try to 
inculcate within ourselves if we want to be among the people of Paradise is that we must be 
patient through all hardships that befall us. 
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Since being patient through hardships requires hardships to befall us, we must then not 
become overly distraught when hardships do befall us. We must view that calamity as an 
opportunity for us to draw closer to our Lord through it. What we think as a difficulty or a pain 
may actually be a mercy for us from Allah (swt). He (swt) may want to reward us for the 
patience that we show through that calamity, He (swt) may want us to turn to Him (swt), so we 
should never become overly grieved by the hardships that befall us in life. We have to realize 
that every single one of them is a door beyond which we will find our Lord if only we remember 
Him (swt) and we are patient for His (swt)'s sake. 

In addition to being patient through difficulties, another meaning of the word Sabr is to 
be steadfast and to persevere. It is to keep on going and to do whatever it is that you have to 
do. So whenever you have any task or obligation to do, if you are steadfast and you bring 
yourself to do it for the sake of Allah (swt), if you do it even though it is difficult for you to do 
then you will be among the Sabireen. Similarly if you are tempted to do some evil and you 
control yourself for the sake of Allah (swt), then too will be you be among the Sabireen. So just 
like being patient through trials and tribulations, if you persevere to fulfill all of our duties to Allah 
(swt) and you persevere in refraining from what He (swt) has forbidden then Insha Allah you will 
be among the Sabireen. No matter how difficult it becomes, you keep on going, you keep on 
going because of your love, fear and humbleness before Allah (swt). May Allah (swt) give us all 
the ability do that! 

The next quality that Allah (swt) describes those whom He (swt) is pleased with as 
having is that they are "the truthful". There are several ways in which you can be truthful. One 
way to be truthful is to be truthful in your beliefs. You know that this Message is the Truth so you 
must sincerely believe in it. You must never allow your pride or your desires to keep you from 
accepting this Message when you know that it is the Truth. You have to be true to yourself, and 
you have to be true to Allah (swt), so you cannot turn away from this Message when you know 
that it is the Truth. You know that you were created to worship and serve Allah (swt) so you 
have to live up to this Truth that you know. 
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Then the next way to be truthful is to be truthful in your words and always speak the 
Truth. Whenever you speak, only speak that which is true. Do not tell lies or utter any kind of 
falsehood. The next way to be truthful is to be truthful in your actions, once you know that this 
Message is the Truth and once you have accepted this Message, then your actions must be true 
to your beliefs. Your actions must reflect your beliefs. Your actions must be a manifestation of 
your beliefs. It is a sign of hypocrisy from you to say that you are a believer in Allah (swt) and 
then do the actions that are displeasing to Him (swt). Of course we all fall into sin every now 
and then but we must still make a sincere effort to avoid it. So if you want to be among those 
whom Allah (swt) is pleased with then you have to be true in your beliefs, true in your words and 
true in your actions. 

The next quality that Allah (swt) loves to see in us is obedience to His Law. We as 
Muslims today are suffering from a terrible disease where we think that it is enough for us simply 
to believe in this Message and we think that belief is enough to take us straight to Paradise. We 
have the audacity to think that we can earn the Pleasure of Allah (swt) only by believing in the 
Message that He (swt) has sent and not doing any of the actions that are pleasing to Him (swt). 
We do not recognize the extreme importance of trying our very best to be obedient to Allah (swt) 
with our actions. Here Allah (swt) is telling us that among the people whom He (swt) is pleased 
with, whom He (swt) likes, are those who are obedient to Him (swt). The ones who try their very 
best to follow His (swt)'s Law. So for every moment of our lives, for every action that we want to 
take, we must first check if that action is permitted in the Law of Allah (swt) or not. We must 
always restrict ourselves only to the Law of Allah (swt) in all of the actions that we do. The Law 
of Allah (swt) must be a like a cage that surrounds us and we must never allow ourselves to go 
beyond this cage. If an action is forbidden in the Law of Allah (swt), then we must not do that 
action no matter how much we may desire to. Even if you desire to do that action so strongly, 
you must still not to do it. There are no excuses for breaking the Law of Allah (swt). In addition 
to refraining ourselves from all that Allah (swt) has forbidden we must try our best to do all that 
He (swt) has ordered to do. No matter how difficult it may be, and no matter how many 
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sacrifices we have to make, we still have to do what our Lord and Master has ordered us to do. 
Insha Allah only then can we be considered among those who are obedient to Him (swt). May 
Allah (swt) give us the enabling grace to be obedient to Him (swt)! 

Then Allah (swt) says that He (swt) would like to see us be among those who spend. We 
as human beings are very stingy and niggardly creatures. We do not like to give up what we 
have. When we have something, we like to keep it for ourselves. Here Allah (swt) is telling us 
that in order for us to demonstrate our belief in Him (swt), our love of Him (swt), our fear and 
awe of Him (swt), then we must spend from what we have for His (swt)'s sake. We have to 
realize that everything that we have been given really belongs to Allah (swt) and that He (swt) 
loves for us to spend from it. We have to spend our time, our energy, our ability and our skills, 
our money and our property for the sake of Allah (swt). We have to spend in every way possible 
for the sake of Allah (swt). We have to spend for our family and for the needy. We have to spend 
in order to establish the Law of Allah (swt) in the land and to spread the Message of Allah (swt) 
to mankind. We have to spend on everything that is pleasing to Allah (swt). What could be a 
better demonstration of our belief in Allah (swt), our love for Allah (swt), our fear of Allah (swt), 
then when we give up what we have and hold dear only for Him (swt)? May Allah (swt) give us 
the ability to conquer the stinginess that is in our own souls! 

Finally Allah (swt) tells us that He (swt) would like to see us be among those who "the 
ones who pray for forgiveness in the late hours of the night". We spoke in the previous 
ayah about how important it was to pray to Allah (swt) for Forgiveness. Our only hope in being 
saved from the Fire and being delivered into the Garden is through the Forgiveness of Allah 
(swt). We ourselves have committed so many sins and fallen short on so many of our duties that 
the Fire has become due on us. Only with the Forgiveness of Allah (swt) can we escape this real 
and unimaginable punishment. In this part of the ayah Allah (swt) tells us that the late hours of 
the night is the best of time to ask for Forgiveness from Him (swt). The late hours of the night 
when the earth is still and everything is quiet. When there are no distractions to bother you or to 
turn your attention away from Allah (swt). This is the best of times for you to pray to Allah (swt). 
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We should all know the hadith of the Prophet (saw) where he (saw) has told us that this is the 
time when Allah (swt) specifically calls out to all of His (swt)'s servants and asks them if they 
want anything that He (swt) can give and He (swt) asks them if they want His (swt)'s 
Forgiveness so that they can forgive them. So we have to take advantage of this special time. We 
have to pray to Allah (swt) for what we need and we have to pray to Him (swt) to forgive us. 

So in addition to the peace and quiet that you get at this time of night, this time of night 
is also a time when Allah (swt) has specifically told you that He (swt) likes for you to pray in. 

Then what better time than this can there be for you to pray to Allah (swt) in? When everyone 
else is sleeping. Even the difficulty that you put yourself through to wake up at this late hour 
shows your submissiveness and your servitude of Allah (swt). As you pray you should recognize 
all of the favors and bounties of Allah (swt) upon you and you should recognize in how many 
ways you have been ungrateful to Him (swt). You have nothing to offer Allah (swt). All that you 
can do is beg and plead of Him (swt) to accept you as His (swt)'s servant. You humble yourself 
before His (swt)'s Majesty and Glory and you beg of Him (swt) like a person dying of thirst would 
beg for water. This is how you would pray to Allah (swt) in the late hours of the night if you 
realized the greatness of your sins and if you realized how desperately you were in need of His 
Forgiveness. If you truly knew what the Garden and the Fire was like then this is how you would 
pray. If you realized His (swt)'s right to be worshipped and served and you realize how much you 
have fallen short of it then this is how you would pray. May Allah (swt) make it easy for us to 
wake up and pray in the late hours of the night! Allah (swt) Knows that we are more in need of 
His (swt)'s Forgiveness than we are of our own sleep! 
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19. Allah bears witness that there is no illah except He, and the angels and those of 
knowledge, maintaining qist, there is no illah except He, the Mighty, the Wise. 

Recall how Allah (swt) began this Surah by reminding us that there is no illah except Him 
(swt). There is no god worthy to be worshipped except He (swt). There is no authority worthy to 
be obeyed except He (swt). There is nothing that should be the purpose of our lives except He 
(swt). Only Allah (swt) deserves to be illah because only He (swt) is the Creator and the 
Sustainer. Only He (swt) is the Eternally Alive while everything else came from non-existence. 
Only He (swt) is the Self-Subsisting and the Nurturer while everything else is someway in need of 
Him (swt). So only Allah (swt) deserves to be worshipped and obeyed. Everything else is only a 
creation, everything else is only a thing in need, so it does not deserve anything from us. So we 
can see so many reasons as to why Allah (swt) is only illah that is to be worshipped and obeyed. 
However in this beautiful ayah Allah (swt) gives us the most important reason yet as to why He 
(swt) is the One and Only illah. 

Allah (swt) says "Allah bears witness that there is no illah except He". See how 

beautiful an ayah is this. Allah (swt) Himself is bearing witness to the greatest of truths. That 
there is no illah except He (swt). The Power and the Sublimity of this cannot even be 
comprehended by the human mind. Who is more aware of the reality of this universe than Allah 
(swt)? Who knows more than Allah (swt)? Who sees more than Allah (swt)? Who hears more 
than Allah (swt)? The fact that there is no illah except Allah (swt) is the truest of the truths in 
this entire universe. There is no statement that is truer than this. This is why Allah (swt) Himself 
(swt) bears witness to this Truth. This is the primary reason why this truth must become 
manifest in our lives. The veracity of it has been attested to by the Real and the True Himself. 



When Allah (swt) Himself has testified to this Truth then who are you to deny it? Who 
are you when compared to Allah (swt)? Are you saying that you know more than He (swt)? Are 
you saying that you see more than He (swt)? Are you saying that you hear more than He (swt)? 
Of course not, then how can you set up another illah other than Allah (swt)? How can you 
worship or sanctify other than He (swt)? How can you obey other than He (swt)? The only ones 
who take another illah besides Allah (swt) are the ones who throw away their minds, their sight 
and their hearing that Allah (swt) has given them. They throw it away because they do not use 
it. They do not see or realize the ultimate reality of this universe. Everything around them is 
screaming that there is no illah except Allah (swt), and they still cannot bring themselves to 
accept this fact. One does not even need to think about the proofs for Allah (swt) as we have 
presented them here, you can even find Allah (swt) in the eyes of a child or in a sunset if you 
truly searched for Him (swt) there. But these people have turned away from all of this? What 
then can you say about such people? Are they not the worst of creation? First of all they are 
denying the ultimate Truth of this universe, and even worse is that they are throwing away all of 
the tools that Allah (swt) has given them to comprehend and realize this Truth. Our minds, our 
eyes, our ears. The main purpose why Allah (swt) has given us these senses is so that we can 
study the universe around us and know that He (swt) Exists and know that He (swt) is the One 
and Only illah. We have been created to worship and serve Allah (swt) and everything that we 
have been given only exists to aid in this purpose. But these people have completely thrown 
away these great gifts that Allah (swt) has given them. So what then can you say about such 
people? Are they not the most unjust and evil of people because of their ingratitude and injustice 
to their Creator and Sustainer? How evil are a people who would know Allah (swt) and then turn 
away from Him (swt)? May Allah (swt) save us from ever becoming like them! 

Sayyid Qutb tells us in his tafsir of this ayah how most of the people do believe that Allah 
(swt) is the Creator and Controller for the universe. They cannot explain how this universe could 
have come about by itself or how this universe is maintaining itself. So most people believe in 
Allah (swt), they believed in Allah (swt) at the time of the Prophet (saw) and they believe in Him 
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(swt) today. Even in the materialist West today, studies have shown that the vast majority of 
people are not atheists. They believe in a Creator and Controller for this universe. But Sayyid 
Qutb also tells us that what people refuse to do is acknowledge Allah (swt) as the one and only 
illah in their lives. They always want to set up some partners or some rivals with Allah (swt). 

They always want to worship or serve something else besides Allah (swt). So their problem is not 
that they do not believe in a Creator and Sustainer, their problem is that they do not make Allah 
(swt) as the illah in their lives. However in this ayah such people can see that Allah (swt) Himself 
testifies and declares that there is to be no illah except He (swt). 

Then Allah (swt) says "and the angels". After Allah (swt), it is the angels who know the 
most about this universe. They travel seamlessly to every corner of the earth. They flew high 
above the earth and they see what happens to all of the creation that is on the earth. They fly 
high up to the heavens above and they see all that is in the heavens. So because they have seen 
much more than we do they know much more than us. Based on this knowledge, and based on 
the sincerity to Allah (swt) that was created into them, they also bear witness that there is no 
illah except Allah (swt). Based on this testimony, they worship none but Allah (swt) and they 
serve none but Allah (swt). The angels are always worshipping Allah (swt). We know from the 
hadith of the Prophet (saw) that there are angels who are always praying to Allah (swt). For 
every moment of their existence, for their entire existence they are only in prayer to Allah (swt). 
Some of them are always in prostration, some of them are always bowing, but they are all in a 
state of complete worship to Allah (swt). Can you imagine spending your whole life in sujood to 
Allah (swt)? For years and years and years. This is exactly what these angels are doing. Similarly 
the angels obey none but Allah (swt) and they always do what they are commanded. They are 
the most obedient to Allah (swt) in all of the creation, whatever Allah (swt) tells them to do, they 
do it and they do not ask any questions and they do not disobey any command. Such are the 
angels of Allah (swt), they bear witness that there is no illah except He (swt), and so they 
worship none but Him (swt) and they obey none but Him (swt). Unlike us, they manifest with 
their actions what they say with their tongues. 
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Then Allah (swt) says "and those of knowledge". After Allah (swt) and the angels, it is 
the people of knowledge who bear witness that there is no illah except Allah (swt). The fact that 
Allah (swt) is the One and Only illah for all creation is the Ultimate Truth. This Truth can only be 
arrived at through knowledge. So it is only the people of knowledge who know with certainty that 
Allah (swt) is One and Only. They see His Signs in the world all around them. From this they 
know that Allah (swt) is there and that He (swt) is their illah. Anyone who cares to look at the 
universe around them will come to this same conclusion. But most people have closed their eyes 
and turned off their minds to this Truth. They only care about accumulating wealth and satisfying 
their desires. Only the people of knowledge look to the universe around them and realize with 
what they see that Allah (swt) is there and that He (swt) is their illah. So they also bear witness 
that there is no illah except Allah (swt). They have certain knowledge of this fact and they 
dedicate their lives to this fact. May Allah (swt) make us among the people of knowledge! 

Another lesson that we can take from this part of the ayah is to see the value of 
knowledge in this Din. Allah (swt) has placed the people of knowledge next to Himself (swt) and 
the angels. He (swt) shows us how they are the ones who are aware of the true reality of this 
universe. This shows how much the seeking of knowledge and the teaching of knowledge is 
beloved to Allah (swt). The Prophet (saw) has said that the degree of rank which the scholar has 
above the worshipper is like his (saw)'s rank above the worst of Muslims. It is like comparing the 
full moon to a small star in the night sky. This is the value of knowledge in this Din. So Insha 
Allah we should be spending more time trying to gain knowledge of this Din and trying to teach 
others. May Allah (swt) increase us in knowledge! 

In the next part of the ayah Allah (swt) says "maintaining qist'. Here Allah (swt) is 
telling us that He (swt) is the One Who is maintaining ^r/sfthroughout His (swt)'s creation. This 
word qist \s difficult to translate into a single English word. It gives meanings of "justice", 
"equity", and "balance". The fact that Allah (swt) is maintaining qr/sfthroughout the creation is 
true on countless ways. Just look at anything around you and you will see how Allah (swt) is 
maintaining qist'm that thing. Look at our planet earth, Allah (swt) is keeping it at the perfect 
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distance between the sun so that it does not become too hot or too cold. We know that if the 


earth were to go to close to the sun then it would become too hot to support life and if it were to 
go too far away then it would be too cold to support to life. Allah (swt) keeps it at the perfect 
distance between the sun, so that the balance and equity is achieved for life to exist. This is one 
way in which Allah (swt) is maintaining qist. In addition to the distance from the sun, there are 
several other conditions that must be achieved in order for life to exist. Examples of these are 
the presence of the correct combinations of oxygen, carbon and other chemicals, the presence of 
the right amount of gravity, the right amount of humidity and pressure, and many more factors 
that need to be in perfect balance for even one organism of life to exist. Allah (swt) ensures that 
all of these are present in the right amount so that life on this planet can exist. After we look at 
the world around us we can even look at our own selves, there are several balances that need to 
be achieved throughout our body for us to live and for us to function. Our heart must pump the 
correct amount of blood, our lungs must take in the right amount of air, our pancreas must 
produce the right amount of insulin, our blood must flow at right pressure. If any of these 
balances are not achieved, we would not be able to live. Who is it that is maintaining this balance 
within ourselves? It is only Allah (Swt) Who maintains balance and equity within ourselves, and 
throughout this universe so that all of creation can exist. 

Finally Allah (swt) ends this ayah by declaring "there is no illah except He, the 
Mighty, the Wise". First notice how Allah (swt) once again repeats the fact that there is no illah 
except He (swt). This fact is repeated for emphasis. There is nothing truer in this whole universe 
than the fact that there is no illah except Allah (swt). All of the problems and the misery that we 
see in the world today are because men have taken for themselves another illah besides Allah 
(swt). If only they would realize that only Allah (swt) should be worshipped. Only Allah (swt) 
should be sanctified and respected. Only Allah (swt) should be obeyed. Only Allah (swt) should 
be the purpose of life. Then all of the misery that we see would be no more. All of creation 
recognizes this Truth. It is only man who still lives in ignorance of it. Because of his rebellion to 
the Truth of the universe, he lives in misery and fear. 
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Allah (swt) also tells us in this last part of the ayah that He (swt) is "the 
Mighty, the Wise". In this ayah Allah (swt) has told us that there is no illah except He (swt), 
Allah (swt) Himself bore witness to this fact as well as the angels and the people of knowledge. 
Yet another reason why there can be no illah except Allah (swt) is because only He (swt) is the 
Mighty and the Wise. Only Allah (swt) is Mighty in that all Might and Power lies with Him (swt). 
There is no power in this whole universe except the Power that comes from Him (swt). 
Everything that happens in this universe is happening by the Power of Allah (swt). Even you 
yourself are only alive at this moment because of the Power of Allah (swt), even the power with 
which you are reading these words is only from the Power of Allah (swt). Even our actions are 
from His (swt)'s Power. Such Power makes Him (swt) the Absolute Authority Who is obeyed 
without question. This is why He (swt) is the only illah. His (swt)'s absolute Power gives Him 
(swt) this right. 

Allah (swt) is the only illah because He (swt) is the Most Wise. The Perfect Knowledge 
and the Perfect Wisdom is only with Allah (swt). He (swt) Knows everything about all of the 
creation and He (swt) has the perfect Wisdom on how to manage it's affairs. His (swt)'s Perfect 
Knowledge and Perfect Wisdom also makes Him (swt) the Perfect Legislator. He (swt) Knows 
what are the best laws for us to live by as individuals and as a society. He (swt) Knows what will 
bring us peace and tranquility, what will bring us justice and equity. So the fact that Allah (swt) 
has all of the Power and that He (swt) has all of the Wisdom and Knowledge is why He (swt) 
deserves to be worshipped and obeyed by all of the creation. Only One with such Power can 
always maintain the right balance for all things at every moment, and only One with Perfect 
Wisdom Knows what is the right amount that is needed for all things in order for this balance to 
be achieved and maintained. Such is Allah (swt), there is no illah except He (swt), when will we 
wake up to the reality of this Truth? 
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20. Surely the Din with Allah is Al-Islam. And the ones who were given the Book did 
not disagree except after the Knowledge came to them out of mutual envy. And 
whosoever does kufr to the Signs of Allah then surely Allah is Swift in Reckoning. 

So far we have seen Allah (swt) bring us several evidences as to why He (swt) is the One 
and Only illah for all of the creation. We have seen signs all over the universe that testify to this 
fact. We have even seen signs within our own selves. We have seen how equity and balance is 
maintained throughout this universe and we have realized that it is only Allah (swt), the Mighty 
and the Wise, Who could maintain such a balance. We have seen how Allah (swt) Himself and 
the angels bear witness and testify to the fact that there is no illah except He (swt). We have 
seen how the people of knowledge, the ones who make use of their minds and senses which 
Allah (swt) gave them, also testify that there is no illah except Allah (swt). We have seen how all 
of the previous Books and Messengers that were sent only called to this Truth. After all of this, 
how then could anyone choose a way of life other than total submission to Allah (swt)? Why 
would anyone turn away from this most ultimate of truths and willfully choose to live their lives 
according to other than it? Allah (swt) answers all these questions in this ayah. 

Allah (swt) begins this ayah by saying "Surely the Din with Allah is Al-Islam". As we 
learned from Surah Al-Fatihah there are two meanings for the word Din. One meaning is "a 
complete way of life" and another meaning is a "repayment or reward for how well one lived 
according to that way of life". In this ayah Allah (swt) uses the first of these two meanings. Al- 
Islam is a complete way of life and it is the only way of life that is acceptable to Allah (swt). 

Now the question to be asked is what is Al-Islam? We know that this is the only way of life that 
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is acceptable to Allah (swt) but what exactly is this way of life? To answer this question we have 
to look closely at the word that Allah (swt) chose to use "Al-Islam". We all know that the word 
"islam" means "submission" or "surrender", but what does Allah (swt) mean by "Al-Islam"? 
Notice how Allah (swt) qualified it with the definite article "Al". This shows that it is not simply 
any form of Islam that Allah (swt) will accept but a specific one. When something is qualified 
with the definite article that shows that there is only one specific instance of that thing that is 
referred to. For example when you say "a house" you could be referring to any house but when 
you say "the house", you are referring to a specific house. Similarly it is a specific Islam that Allah 
(swt) is referring to in this ayah. So which Islam is this? Is it simply an Islam where everyone can 
submit to Allah (swt) in whatever way they please? No, rather it is the specific form of Islam that 
the Prophet (saw) was sent with. It is the specific form of Islam that the Prophet (saw) 
implemented over the Muslim community. If we look at the Muslim community at the time that 
the Prophet (saw) passed away, may Allah (swt) raise him (saw) to the highest station in 
Paradise, we will see a community that submitted to Allah (swt) in every aspect of their lives. 
They worshipped only Allah (swt), they obeyed only Allah (swt), and Allah (swt) was the purpose 
of their lives. It was a total and full submission to Allah (swt) in each and every aspect of life. 
There was nothing in that community that did not submit to Allah (swt). From the government, 
to the places of worship, to the land, to the wealth, to the hearts of the people. Everything and 
everyone was in total submission to Allah (swt). Is that not how it should be? Does a Being such 
as Allah (swt) deserve anything less? Do you expect anything less of Allah (swt) other than total 
submission to Him (swt) in every aspect of life? So we see from this part of the ayah that the 
only way of life that is acceptable to Allah (swt) is Al-Islam. The only way of life that Allah (swt) 
deserves is Al-Islam. The way of life where you and everything that you have submits completely 
to Allah (swt). People may believe in Allah (swt) but they do not want to realize what is the 
consequence of this belief. They do not want to realize how this is the way that it must be. You 
have to give Him (swt) everything. Fie (swt) does not deserve from you anything les. May Allah 
(swt) help us to realize this reality once again! 
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In the next part of the ayah Allah (swt) says "And the ones who were given the 
Book did not disagree except after the Knowledge came to them out of mutual envy". 

In this part of the ayah Allah (swt) is telling us that the ones who were given the Book before us, 
meaning the previous nations who were sent prophets before us, only started disagreeing 
amongst themselves after the clear Knowledge had come to them. The clear Knowledge here 
refers to the Message that Allah (swt) had sent them, the revelation from Allah (swt) that had 
come to them. This Message told them what the purpose of their existence was. It told them that 
they live only to worship and serve Allah (swt) because He (swt) is their One True illah. So you 
would think that after receiving such a clear Message then all of them would come together in 
the worship and servitude of Allah (swt) as they were created to do, as they had been told to do. 
It should have been so simple. But Allah (swt) tells us in this part of the ayah that this clear 
Knowledge that He (swt) sent them actually had the opposite effect on them. Instead of bringing 
them together in the worship and servitude of Allah (swt), they started disagreeing amongst 
themselves. They started fighting and arguing amongst themselves. They started going to war 
and killing each other. How could this happen? How could a Message that was so clear have this 
affect on a people? Was there anything wrong with the Message? Of course not, rather there was 
something wrong with the people to whom that Message was sent. What was wrong with them? 
Allah (swt) answers that question in this part of the ayah as well when He (swt) says "out of 
mutual envy". They hated each other, and they were envious of each other. Each group 
amongst them wanted power for itself, and did not want to give up power to another group. So 
instead of worshipping and serving Allah (swt) Alone, like the Message that had been sent to 
them was calling them to do, they started fighting with each other. They as a nation broke 
themselves into several groups and sects and they started fighting with each other. All of this 
because of mutual envy and hatred between each other. Even after the clear Knowledge had 
come to them from Allah (swt), they still argued and disputed with each other. May Allah (swt) 
save us from ever becoming like them! 
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Do we not see the same thing happening to the Muslim Ummah today? Do we not also 
see our Ummah dividing amongst ourselves even after the clear Knowledge has come to us? The 
Prophet (saw) warned us that we would follow the mistakes of the nations before us and that is 
exactly what we are doing. Into how many different sects and divisions have we broken 
ourselves into? Even within Sunni Islam, how many different sects and groups have we divided 
ourselves into? Worst of all is that we as Muslims have formed separate nation-states when Allah 
(swt) has commanded us to be united as one nation. We divide ourselves along tribal or racial 
affiliations or we divide ourselves according to the language we speak. All of these lines among 
which we divide ourselves are abominations from the time of Ignorance. Allah (swt) created us to 
be one nation and He (swt) did not give us the permission to be disunited. Within these pathetic 
nation-states that we have formed, we implement corrupt kufr concepts such as Secularism and 
Capitalism and Socialism and Materialism, while we completely ignore the ideology of Islam that 
Allah (swt) has given us. Every Muslim in each of these countries is calling for one of these 
corrupt concepts and they are all arguing and fighting with each other about which one should 
be implemented. So we are divided by country, divided by beliefs, divided by purpose, divided by 
law, divided by economies, divided by language, divided by race, divided by ideologies, so many 
divisions! So many divisions when we have the clear Knowledge from Allah (swt) in this Quran. 
How could we be so foolish? 

We can even see this arguing and debating among the different groups working in the 
dawah. We who are supposed to be working for the betterment of Islam, we who are supposed 
to be working for Allah (swt). Even though we all have the same goal and that is the restoration 
of this Din to the glory that it used to have, and to rescue the Muslim Ummah from suffering, and 
to carry the Message of Allah (swt) to the rest of mankind, even though we all share this same 
goal, one still finds so many divisions amongst us. We differ on matters of Aqeedah, we differ on 
matters of methodology, we differ on matters of priorities, in every area where a division is 
possible you would see us differing. Why is this when the knowledge has already come to us? 
Why do we differ when the Quran and Sunnah are with us? 
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Allah (swt) tells us the reason for our differences in this very ayah. It is because of 
mutual envy. It is because of arrogance and jealousy. We all have a group that we belong to. We 
all have a certain way of dawah that we think is correct. We all have scholars who we look up to 
and follow. Now of course there is nothing wrong with this. To work in this dawah we need to be 
part of a group, following the methodology outlined by a scholar or scholars. But the problem 
happens when we start thinking that our group is correct just because it is our group. Then for 
some of us what happens is that instead of loyalty being for the Quran and Sunnah, the loyalty 
becomes for the group. Our group is correct no matter what. Our scholar is correct no matter 
what. This is the thinking that some of us start to have. This is when differences start to arise. 
Differences start to arise even though the Quran and the Sunnah are clear. Even though we have 
the clear knowledge we still differ among ourselves. There is a correct way of dawah and it has 
been established by the Quran and Sunnah. Insha Allah we will explore this in the second part of 
our tafsir of this Surah. But for now we need to realize that this is a disease. If we differ only out 
of envy and arrogance then such is not pleasing to Allah (swt). 

So we have to take a lesson from this ayah that Allah (swt) is not pleased with us when 
we divide ourselves after the clear Knowledge has to come to us from Him (swt). Whatever 
happens in the life of this world, we have to remember that we are one Day soon going to return 
to Allah (swt). So we should forget about competition and jealousy with our own Muslim 
brothers. We should agree where we must agree and we can disagree where we are allowed to 
disagree and we must press forward on our mission. We must always remind ourselves that this 
life is not the end. We have to always remember the Day in which we return to Allah (swt). How 
then are we going to answer Allah (swt) when He (swt) tells us that we did not please Him (swt) 
with our divisions? What excuse are we going to give? So fight the hatred that Shaitan puts in 
you towards your Muslim brother, and love him for the sake of Allah (swt). Know that when you 
love him then Allah (swt) is pleased with you. Also fight the arrogance and the jealousy that you 
have for showing that you group is correct. May Allah (swt) give us the enabling grace to unite 
our Ummah once again under the banner of "there is no illah except Allah"! 
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In the next part of the ayah Allah (swt) says "And whosoever does kufr to the Signs 
of Allah then surely Allah is Swift in Reckoning". In the previous part of the ayah Allah 
(swt) had told us of the people of the previous nations who had disagreed amongst themselves 
even after the clear Message had come to them from Him (swt). Did not these people know that 
this Message was from Allah (swt)? Of course they did because Allah (swt) sent clear Signs with 
every prophet and messenger that He (swt) sent so that the people may know that this Message 
was indeed from Him (swt). But what did these people do to the Signs that Allah (swt) sent? 
These people did kufr to the Signs of Allah (swt). They rejected these Signs when they knew 
indeed that these Signs were the Truth. They knew that the Message and the Miracle that their 
prophet presented to them was indeed the Truth. They knew that it was indeed from Allah (swt). 
They knew with certainty and still out their own arrogance they chose to reject it. 

What then should a people know about Allah (swt) when they do kufr to His (swt)'s 
Signs? They should know that "surely Allah is Swift in Reckoning". Allah (swt) is Swift in 
taking to account. If you turn away from the Signs of Allah (swt), then you should expect the 
punishment from Him (swt) and you should expect it soon. Allah (swt) can punish you both in 
this life and the next. So we should take a lesson from what Allah (swt) is telling us here. We are 
certain that this Message is from Allah (swt). We are certain that it is the Truth. The Signs are so 
clear. So then we should not do kufr to these Signs by dividing and fighting amongst ourselves 
for the most trivial of reasons. As much as possible we should try to build our unity and as much 
as possible we should try to come together. If we do not then we should fear what Allah (swt) 
says in this ayah. May Allah (swt) save us from His (swt)'s Wrath! May Allah (swt) give us the 
enabling grace to always respond to His (swt)' signs! 
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21. But if they dispute with you, say "I have submitted my face to Allah and those 
who follow me". And say to the ones who have been given the Book and to the 
unlettered people "Do you submit". If they do submit, then surely they are guided. 
But if they turn away, then surely on you is only to call. And Allah is Seer of the 
slaves. 

In the previous ayah Allah (swt) reminded us that the only way of life that is acceptable 
to Him (swt) is Al-Islam. This was the Din that He (swt) sent the Prophet (saw). This is the only 
way of life that He (swt) will accept from all of His (swt)'s creation. Allah (swt) sent a Message to 
all of the nations telling them to live their lives according to this Din. A Din of complete worship 
and servitude to Him (swt). This is what He (swt) expects from all creation. How can He (swt) 
possibly expect less than this when He (swt) is Allah? In the previous ayah He (swt) also 
reminded us how most of the people from the previous nations had turned away from this 
Message even though they were certain that it was the Truth. Even though the Message was 
clear, and the Signs were clear, they turned away from this Message and they disputed amongst 
themselves. In this ayah Allah (swt) reminds the Prophet (saw) and those who carry dawah after 
him (saw) that they too should expect the same response from their people. We too should 
expect for the majority of the people to turn away from this Message. Then Allah (swt) tells us in 
this ayah what we should do when we get such a response from the people. 

Allah (swt) begins this ayah by saying "But if they dispute with you". Notice how 


Allah (swt) tells the Prophet (saw) right here that the people will dispute with him (saw). 
Similarly we as dawah carriers should expect that the people will dispute and argue with us as 
well. Human beings are stubborn creatures, they are proud of what they believe in and they do 
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not like to be told that they are wrong. So if a person has made up his mind that he is going to 
live his life serving his desires and his whims, he will not be easily convinced otherwise. Many 
people will stick to their false beliefs no matter how many signs they are shown and no matter 
how many evidences they are presented with. They would rather stick to falsehood than admit 
that they are wrong. So one of the lessons that we can take from this is that we should never 
expect carrying the dawah to be easy. More often then not the people will dispute and argue 
with us when we call on them to return to the worship and servitude of Allah (swt). Even though 
what we are calling on them to do is what they were created to do. Even though what we are 
calling them to is what will give them salvation in the next life and peace and tranquility in this 
one. Despite all of this they will still turn away. 

So what should we do if we are calling the people to this Din and they continue to reject 
it? We should look to the example of the Prophet (saw). The Prophet (saw) carried the Message 
of Allah (swt) to the people day and night. He (saw) was also rejected by the people time and 
time again. Can you imagine how arrogant and evil a people would have to be to reject a man as 
noble and compassionate as he (saw)? When this happened, Allah (swt) only commanded him 
(saw) to say "I have submitted my face to Allah". Allah (swt) is commanding him (saw) to 
tell the people that he (saw) has submitted himself (saw) completely to Allah (swt). The face is 
the noblest part of the body and when you submit your face to Allah (swt) you have in effect 
submitted your entire self to Him (swt). Once you have submitted your face to Allah (swt) you 
have submitted everything that you have to Him (swt). This should be our response as well if the 
people were to reject us. I have recognized the purpose of my creation. I know what my Rabb 
has commanded me to do and I submit myself to Him (swt). I give myself to Him (swt) and He 
(swt) can do with me whatever He (swt) wishes. My fate is completely with Him (swt) and I 
submit to Him (swt) in everything. This is what it means to submit one's face to Allah (swt). 

Notice that Allah (swt) also commanded the Prophet (saw) to say "and those who 
follow me". Here Allah (swt) is speaking about us. We are the followers of the Prophet (saw) so 
we must submit completely to Allah (swt) just as he (saw) did. When people reject this Message 
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that we are bringing to them then we have to remind them that we ourselves have submitted 
completely to Allah (swt) as this Message has commanded us to do. If you are not willing to do 
what your Lord demands of you then at least realize that we have done so. 

In the next part of the ayah Allah (swt) says "And say to the ones who have been 
given the Book and to the unlettered people "Do you submit"." In the previous part of 
the ayah Allah (swt) told the Prophet (saw) and us to tell the people that we have submitted 
completely to Him (swt). We recognize the purpose of our creation, and we fulfill that purpose. 

In this part of the ayah Allah (swt) commands us to ask the people if they will submit just as we 
have submitted. We have shown you the right way in what we have done, do you then choose to 
follow us as well? The Prophet (saw) and the righteous believers who are with him (saw) have 
set the example, it is now up to the people to decide whether they want to follow it or not. 

Notice how there are two groups of people who are addressed by this question. One is 
the People of the Book and the other is "the unlettered people". The scholars say the 
unlettered people are the pagan Arabs who lived at the time of the Prophet (saw). Although 
there were many Arabs at the time of the Prophet (saw) who could read and write, their people 
as a whole were generally not able to. Unlike the Jews and Christians who were mostly lettered, 
the pagan Arabs as a whole were not able to read and write. In addition to not being able to 
read and write, another reason why Allah (swt) refers to the pagan Arabs as the unlettered 
people is because they never received a Book from Him (swt) before the Quran. While the Jews 
and Christians had been sent many prophets and messengers, the Arabs had not been sent a 
messenger before the Prophet (saw) since the time of'Ismail (as). But it is both of these 
peoples, as well as all of mankind who were addressed in the dawah of the Prophet (saw). So all 
of mankind was being asked if they will submit to Allah (swt) as they were created to do. 

Then Allah (swt) says, "If they do submit, then surely they are guided". If they 
submit to this Message completely just as the Prophet (saw) and the righteous believers have 
done then they are surely guided. They are guided to Allah (swt). They have been shown the 
correct way on how to attain the Pleasure of Allah (swt). This is the goal for all mankind, to 
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attain the Pleasure of Allah (swt). If only they will submit to Allah (swt) as they were created to 
do, then Allah (swt) promises them in this ayah that He (swt) will guide them on how to attain 
the goal of His (swt)'s Pleasure. What then could be better than that? This is the choice that 
Allah (swt) has given to all mankind. May Allah (swt) guide all of us who are sincere to make the 
right choice! 

One lesson that we can take from this is to see that guidance comes as a result of 
submission. In other words if we want Allah (swt) to guide us then we first have to submit 
completely to Him (swt). There are some Muslims today who think that since guidance is from 
Allah (swt) then they can do nothing but wait for Him (swt) to guide them. They do all the sins 
that they want and they neglect all of their obligations, and they somehow think that Allah (swt) 
is still pleased with them. They say that when He (swt) is willing He (swt) will guide them. As we 
can see from this ayah such thinking is completely wrong. This ayah shows us that guidance 
comes as a result of submission. This means that even though the guidance comes only from 
Allah (swt), He (swt) will only guide those who submit to Him (swt). So even though we know 
that Allah (swt) is the One Who will guide us, we have to seek the guidance from Him (swt) by 
submitting to Him (swt). By obeying His Law to the best of our ability. 

Then Allah (swt) says "But if they turn away, then surely on you is only to call". 
Here Allah (swt) continues to address the Prophet (saw). He (swt) reminds him (saw) that if the 
people turn away then his (saw)'s duty is only to convey this Message. Even though mankind has 
been created only to worship Allah (swt), they cannot be forced to accept the Message that calls 
them to return to this purpose of their creation. If they turn away from the Message, then it is 
not the fault of the messenger. The messenger's job is only to convey the Message clearly to the 
people, once that has been done the task of the messenger is over. If the people turn away, then 
they have failed the test for which Allah (swt) has placed them on this earth. They will return to 
Allah (swt) and He (swt) will deal with them as He (swt) deems fit. The messenger has no more 
responsibility that simply the clear conveyance of the Message. 
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So we should take a lesson from this in the dawah that we carry as well. We always have 
to remember that our mission in our dawah is not to make the people agree with us or come to 
what we are saying. Our mission is only to seek the Pleasure of Allah (swt) and convey the 
Message clearly as we have been commanded by Allah (swt) to do. We often seem to forget this 
fact and the dawah becomes a way of trying to convince the other person and bring them over to 
our side. We forget that we are carrying this dawah only for the Pleasure of Allah (swt). We have 
to remember that our job is not to change the hearts of people. Rather our job is only to convey 
the Message clearly. Regardless of if the people accept the Message or not, as long as we have 
conveyed it clearly then we would have done our part and we would have fulfilled our 
responsibility. May Allah (swt) help us to always remember this fact! 

In the final part of this ayah Allah (swt) reminds us that He (swt) Sees His (swt)'s slaves. 
Allah (swt) Sees everything, there is no vision that escapes Him (swt). Right at this moment, 

Allah (swt) is Seeing exactly what you are doing. Allah (swt) is Seeing the actions that your limbs 
are doing and He (swt) is Seeing the thoughts that are racing through your mind. So try to make 
both your actions and your thoughts that which He (swt) is pleased with. Do not ever forget the 
fact that your Creator and Sustainer and your Lord and Master is Seeing you for every moment of 
your life. Do you not then want to do that which He (swt) is pleased with you doing? Do you not 
then want to think that which He (swt) is pleased with you thinking? How can you neglect your 
duties to Him (swt) when you know that right at this moment you are under His (swt)'s gaze? 

Allah (swt) also Sees what happens when every one of His (swt)'s slaves is presented 
with this Message. Allah (swt) Sees whether or not the one who is presenting the Message has 
conveyed it correctly and He (swt) Sees whether the one who the Message was presented to 
accepts it or not. So the lesson that we take from this is that even if we are not able to convince 
others in our dawah, we always have to remember that Allah (swt) Sees our efforts. As long as 
we try our best to convey the Message, then we can hope for a reward from our Rabb. The fact 
that Allah (swt) Sees all that we do and all that they do is enough for us. 
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22. Surely the ones who do kufr to the Signs of Allah and slay the prophets without 
right, and slay the ones who enjoin <7/sf from mankind, for these give them good 
news of a painful punishment. 

In the previous ayah Allah (swt) reminded the Prophet (saw) and reminded us as well 
that our task was only to convey this Message. This was a Message that was calling on all 
mankind to submit to Allah (swt) completely in all affairs of life as mankind had been created to 
do. If the people accept this Message, then they would be guided to Allah (swt) but if they turn 
away then our task is only to convey the Message. One question that many of us could ask 
ourselves is how could anyone turn away from this Message? How could anyone turn away from 
this Message when it is calling them to the purpose of their creation? How could anyone turn 
away from this Message when Allah (swt) has placed so many Signs in it so that the people can 
see clearly that it is indeed the Truth from Him (swt)? What should be the fate of such people 
who willfully turn away from this Message? Allah (swt) answers such questions in this ayah. 

Allah (swt) begins this ayah by saying "Surely the ones who do kufr to the Signs of 
Allah". In this ayah Allah (swt) is bringing our attention to those who willfully reject His (swt)'s 
Signs. The ones who know that these Signs are truly from Allah (swt) but they reject them and 
they turn away from them. What can you say about such people who purposely turn away from 
the Signs that Allah (swt) has sent them? Are they not the worst of creation in that they would 
turn away from what they know has been sent to them by their Creator and Sustainer? The 
human being has a purpose for his existence on this planet. Here Allah (swt) is telling us about 
the ones who turn away from this purpose. Even when Allah (swt) sends them a Message to 
remind them to return to the purpose for which they were created, they reject that Message and 
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deny all its Signs. They call the Message a lie and they call the messenger who bears it a liar. 
They do this even when they know that the Message is true. How evil are such people? May 
Allah (swt) save us from ever becoming like them! 

Sayyid Qutb tells us in his tafsir of this ayah that the ones who do kufr to the Signs of 
Allah (swt) are not simply those who reject this Message, but it also refers to those so called 
Muslims who claim that they are believers but who fail to implement the Law of Allah (swt) in the 
land. We know that there are other ayahs of the Quran where Allah (swt) has specifically called 
those who refuse to rule by His (swt)'s Law as unbelievers, but even if you reflect on it for a 
moment you will see why this is so. In the Quran there are clear ayahs where Allah (swt) is 
telling you that only He (swt) has the right to legislate, if you then ignore all of those ayahs and 
you make up for yourself the laws with which you are going to live your life and the laws for your 
society then are you nor rejecting the ayahs of Allah (swt)? May Allah (swt) save us from that! 
May Allah (swt) save us from tuning away from His (swt)'s Law in order to follow our desires! 

But the evil of these people does not end here. Allah (swt) tells us how they also "slay 
the prophets without right". The narrations tell us how the Prophet (saw) once told us about 
the children of Israil and how they killed forty three of their prophets on a single day. They killed 
forty three prophets in a single day. Can you even begin to imagine what a great crime it is to 
slay a man who has been sent you from Allah (swt)? First of all to kill any human soul without 
just cause is a great sin. Allah (swt) has made human life sacred and so it is not to be taken 
without reason. But how great a sin is it to kill a prophet of Allah (swt)? A man who has been 
sent to you by Allah (swt) to guide you to Him (swt)? Can you even imagine how hateful an 
action this would be to Allah (swt)? What then can save them from His (swt)'s Wrath? 

The scholars tell us that in addition to this being an attack to the Jews who had actually 
killed the prophets, this is also an attack on all the generations after them who were pleased with 
what their ancestors had done. So even if you yourself never perpetrated in a crime, if you know 
about what happened, and it does not displease you and it does not cause you anger for the 
sake of Allah (swt), then you are as guilty as the one who carried out the crime. We all know the 
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hadith where the Prophet (saw) has told us that the very least that we can do with evil is to hate 
it with our hearts. So when an evil is done and we know about it, we must hate that evil for the 
sake of Allah (swt). If we do not, if we are pleased with what was done, or even if we are 
indifferent to it, then we are as guilty as the ones who carried out the crime. There were many 
Jews at the time of the Prophet (saw) who were proud of what their ancestors had done in killing 
the prophets of Allah (swt). So they are just as guilty as their ancestors because they did not 
hate what had been done. May Allah (swt) save us from this! May Allah (swt) make us hate all 
acts of disobedience to Him (swt)! 

But it is not only the prophets that these evil men had killed. Allah (swt) says in the next 
part of the ayah how they "slay the ones who enjoin qistfrom mankind". In that same 
narration, the Prophet (saw) also told us that after the forty-three prophets were killed by the 
children of Israil, one hundred and seventy of the righteous men from among the children of 
Israil stood up and protested to what had been done. These righteous men demanded that 
justice be done for the prophets who had been killed. They may even have tried to save the 
prophets while they were alive. These were a few righteous men from among the children of 
Israil who saw the evil that was being done by their people. But the evil ones from children of 
Israil killed these righteous men as well. These righteous men were trying to establish qistor 
justice, and for that they were killed. What can you say about a people who would kill the ones 
who were calling for justice and who would kill the ones who were calling to Allah (swt)? Is there 
any good in such evil people? When anyone opposes those who stand for truth and justice then 
they are opposing truth and justice itself. They are opposing Allah (swt) Himself. What then will 
be the situation of such people both in this life and the next? 

Even in the world today there are evil people such as these. What is truly surprising is 
that these people claim to be Muslims. For example just look at the rulers who rule over the 
Muslims lands today, the ones who head governments that do not rule by the Law of Allah (swt). 
If there are any sincere Muslims in their countries who call them to return the rule of the land to 
Allah (swt), they have these Muslims tortured and killed. They torture these Muslims, they 
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threaten their families, they deprive them of their livelihoods, and they even kill them only 
because these sincere Muslims called on them to return the rule of the land back to Allah (swt) 
where it belonged. What would be the fate of such evil people who cause pain and suffering to 
the sincere servants of Allah (swt)? 

Allah (swt) says "for these give them good news of a painful punishment". For the 

evil that they had done, Allah (swt) commands us to give them the good news of a painful 
punishment. Notice the sarcasm here when Allah (swt) refers to the news of their painful 
punishment as "good news". These evil people thought that they were doing a good thing when 
they killed the prophets and they killed those who called to Allah (swt). But in reality they were 
doing great evil, so Allah (swt) mocks them by referring to their news of punishment as good 
news. When in reality we know that it is a news of great evil. It is news of a painful punishment. 
They may have caused pain and suffering to the prophets and the sincere servants of Allah (swt) 
in the life of this world, but very soon they will see the real meaning of pain. They will feel the 
real meaning of pain when they are burning in the Fire. Everything that could possibly cause pain 
is in the Fire so the extent of their pain is beyond description in our mere words. You know the 
Might and Power of Allah (swt), how much then do you think Fie (swt) can punish a people whom 
Fie (swt) is displeased with? Allah (swt) can cause them such pain as was never known in the life 
of this world. This is what they deserve for the evil that they have done. May Allah (swt) be hard 
on those who oppose His (swt)'s Message! 
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23. These are the ones whose deeds will be mined both in this world and in the 
Hereafter, and there will not be for them any helpers. 

In the previous ayah Allah (swt) told us about those who reject His (swt)'s Signs, disobey 
His (swt)'s commandments, and kill His (swt)'s sincere servants who call to Him (swt). The evil of 
such people is beyond description in words. We cannot even begin to imagine how displeased 
Allah (swt) is with them, how much Wrath He (swt) has for such people. These people had a 
chance to prove themselves in the life of this world just like every other human did. Allah (swt) 
placed them on this world, and He (swt) gave them a chance to live their lives in worship and 
servitude to Him (swt). Not only did they not fulfill the purpose of their creation, but they also 
committed acts of great evil by rejecting the Signs of Allah (swt) and killing the prophets and 
righteous servants of Allah (swt). This is what they had done with the life that Allah (swt) had 
given them. Now Allah (swt) tells us what is the consequence of this choice that they had made. 

Allah (swt) says of such people, "These are the ones whose deeds will be ruined 
both in this world and in the Hereafter". The truly sincere servants of Allah (swt) know that 
the life of this world is nothing but a quest to accumulate as many good deeds as possible. For 
every moment of their lives, they try to do the most number of good deeds as they can. They 
know that these are the deeds that Allah (swt) is pleased with and these are the deeds for which 
He (swt) will reward them. So they hope for the Mercy of Allah (swt) and they strive to serve Him 
(swt) with every second that passes. But what about the enemies of Allah (swt)? What will 
happen to all of the deeds that they had done? No doubt they worked very hard in the life of this 
world to oppose the Message that Allah (swt) had sent. They worked very hard killing and 
torturing the servants of Allah (swt). They worked very hard fighting against those who stood up 
for this Message. They worked very hard trying to confuse the believers in this Message and put 
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doubts in their hearts. But what will be the result of all of this hard work? What would they have 
to show for themselves with what they had done? We know that in the Hereafter is where we 
reap the rewards for all that we have done. We know that in the Hereafter is where our eternity 
will be decided. Allah (swt) tells us in this ayah how all of their deeds will come to nothing both in 
this world and in the Hereafter. All that they have done will bear no fruits whatsoever. It would 
all have been for nothing. They will have absolutely nothing to show for themselves with all that 
they had done throughout their entire life. Because they had done such great evil there will be no 
good that will come out of anything that they had done. They will have no good both in this life 
and in the Hereafter. In the life of this world they have no good deeds with which they can gain 
the Pleasure of Allah (swt). Without the Pleasure of Allah (swt) in the life of this world, what 
hope do they have of Allah (swt) guiding them to Him (swt)? In the Hereafter, when they are 
standing before Allah (swt) they will have no good deeds with which they can be saved from the 
Fire. They will not see a single good deed on their scale, and so they will not even go through 
any accounting. Because they had done such evil they will only see a scale full of bad deeds, and 
they will only know the Wrath of Allah (swt). The Mercy of Allah (swt) will be far from such 
people on that Day. The Fire will become due on them and they will be bound for it. At that point 
there is nothing that they could do to save themselves from it. They had already made their 
choice in the life of this world when they chose to oppose this dawah. May Allah (swt) save us 
from ever becoming like them! May Allah (swt) save us from the Fire! 

Then Allah (swt) says about such people "and there will not be for them any 
helpers". They did great evil in the life of this world because of all the power that they thought 
they had. They thought they had many helpers and supporters. They thought that their wealth 
would help them, they thought that their soldiers and security forces would help them, they 
thought that their allies in evil would help them. They thought that they had a lot of help and 
support so they did not fear anyone in the evil that they did. They did not fear anyone holding 
them accountable for the evil that they did. They thought that they could always rely on their 
helpers to help and support them against anyone who would take them to account for the evil 
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that they had done. In this part of the ayah Allah (swt) reminds us that such people will have no 
helpers whatsoever in the Hereafter. On the Day of Judgment, when the judgment is passed 
against them and they are being dragged on their faces into the Fire, there will be no one whom 
they can call to for help. All of those supposed helpers which they had in the life of this world 
would be gone and they will be completely defenseless before Allah (swt). This is what they 
deserve for relying on others besides Allah (swt). This is what they deserve for being arrogant 
before Him (swt). For thinking that they do not need Him (swt). They will have no helpers 
whatsoever. This is what they deserve for turning away from Allah (swt). 

One lesson that we can take from this ayah for our lives is to see the importance of 
deeds. Allah (swt) tells us in this ayah how the deeds of such evil people have come to nothing. 
This shows us the importance that Allah (swt) Himself places on deeds. Some of us think that is 
enough for us to simply believe without doing any of the actions that are pleasing to Allah (swt). 
We think that we will be saved just by believing. We see from this ayah that such thinking is 
wrong. It is our deeds that bring us closer to Allah (swt) and it is our deeds that He (swt) will 
count for us on the Day of Judgment. So while we must never rely on our deeds and we must 
never think that our deeds are enough for us to be saved, we at the same time must not think 
our deeds to be nothing. We must not neglect our striving to please our Rabb. We can see from 
this ayah that Allah (swt) looks to good deeds and that He (swt) is displeased with those who do 
not have any good deeds to show for themselves. So we must strive to do as many of the deeds 
that Allah (swt) is pleased with as possible. We must picture the Scale on the Day of Judgment 
before our eyes and we must strive to try and fill it with as many good deeds as possible. The 
fuller that scale is the greater is the chance that we will be saved from the Fire. So we should 
rush to do as many actions that Allah (swt) is pleased with as possible. May Allah (swt) give us 
the enabling grace to do that! Nothing matters in this life except the effort to please Allah (swt)! 
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24. Have you not looked to the ones who were given a portion of the Book, when they 
are called to the Book of Allah that it may judge between them, a group among them 
turns away and they are Mo'ridoon. 

The fact that Allah (swt) is the one and only illah for all of creation is a fact that no one 
can deny. There are so many signs all over the universe that testify to it. The Prophet (saw) 
called mankind to this Truth for all of his (saw)'s life of dawah. In the previous ayahs Allah (swt) 
told us of the fate of those who accepted this Message and He (swt) told us of the fate of those 
who turned away from this Message. But of all the people to whom the Prophet (saw) presented 
this Message to, there was no group who should have been more eager and who should have 
been more ready to accept this Message than those who had already received the Book from 
Allah (swt). It is to these people that Allah (swt) brings our attention to in this ayah. 

Allah (swt) begins this ayah by saying "Have you not looked to the ones who were 
given a portion of the Book". Here Allah (swt) is bringing the attention of the Prophet (saw) 
to those people who had received the Book before. These are the Jews and Christians. They are 
the ones who had received a Book from Allah (swt) before the Quran was sent down to the 
Prophet (saw). As we discussed in Surah Baqarah, there are several important lessons that we as 
an Ummah can take from the Jews and Christians. This is because they are the people who were 
closest to our Ummah. They were the ones who were charged with carrying this Message before 
us. So there were many mistakes that they made which we can learn to avoid. We should look to 
what they did wrong, and we should try our best to avoid their mistakes. But this will not be 
easy, the Prophet (saw) himself has warned us that we would follow in the ways of the Jews and 
Christians. He (saw) has told us that we would follow the Jews and Christians in every way. We 
would follow them so much that even if they went into a lizard hole, then we would go into that 
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hole as well. This means that if they made the greatest of mistakes, then we would make that 
mistake as well. If they worshipped and sanctified other than Allah (swt), then we would worship 
and sanctify other than Allah (swt) as well. If they ruled by other than the Law of Allah (swt), 
then we would rule by other than the Law of Allah (swt) as well. Do we not see this happening in 
our Ummah today? Are we not making the same mistakes that they made? We should listen 
carefully to what Allah (swt) is telling us in this ayah. He (swt) is telling us to look at them. To 
see where they went wrong so that we would not fall into the same trap. 

Allah (swt) tells us about the Jews and Christians that "they are called to the Book of 
Allah that it may judge between them". Here Allah (swt) is describing for us how the 
Prophet (saw) is calling the Jews and Christians to the Book of Allah (swt). This Book of course is 
the Quran, and the Prophet (saw) is calling on them to live by it. The Quran is a Book that they 
should have recognized very well since they also had a Book from Allah (swt). Notice in the ayah 
how Allah (swt) does not simply say that these people are called to the Book of Allah (swt), but 
He (swt) says that they are called to the Book of Allah (swt) so that it may judge between them. 
So they are being called to the Law of Allah (swt) that in this Book. Thus we see from here as 
well how this Message of Islam has a legislative and political dimension. It is not simply rituals 
and worship as many would claim. Here the Jews and Christians are being called to the Book of 
Allah (swt) so that it may judge between them. Not only are they being called on to believe in 
this Book but they are being called on to allow this Book to judge between them. They are being 
called to let the Prophet (saw) or the Khalifah who follows him (saw) to judge them according to 
the Book of Allah (swt). Thus we see that the Law of Allah (swt) is an integral part of this 
Message. Allah (swt) never called on the people simply to believe in this Book, but He (swt) 
called on them to live by it. To live by it in every aspect of their lives, both as individuals and as a 
society. To let it be the judge by which their disputes are settled. How many Muslims today fail to 
see the Quran in this way? Allah (swt) is even calling the Jews and Christians to live under His 
Law, how much more then does He (swt) expect this from us? What excuse would we have in 
front of Him (swt) on the Last Day if we were content living under other than His Law? 


97 



We can also note from this ayah how Allah (swt) refers to the Jews and Christians as the 
ones who have received a "portion" of the Book. This shows us that the revelation that they have 
is not a full and complete revelation that is for all time, but it was only a partial revelation that 
was meant for a particular people. The only complete revelation that Allah (swt) sent for all 
mankind is the Message that He (swt) sent with the Prophet (saw). Every other prophet was only 
given a portion of the revelation from Allah (swt). Therefore the Jews, Christians, and all those 
who received prior revelations have no choice but to accept this Message because this Message is 
the complete Message from Allah (swt) for all mankind. This Message has all of the previous 
messages in it, and it is a completion and fulfillment of those messages. All other messages 
were for a particular period and a particular people, but this Message is for all people until the 
Day of Judgment. This also shows how fortunate we to be the recipients of this Message. This is 
the most complete Message that Allah (swt) has sent for all mankind, and He (swt) has chosen 
us to be ones to receive it and He (swt) has chosen us to be ones to carry it to mankind. How 
fortunate then are we to have this Message? How hard do we need to work for its propagation? 

So the Jews and Christians are called to the Book of Allah (swt) so that it may judge 
between them. They are called on to submit themselves before the Law of Allah (swt). They are 
called on to resolve all of their disputes according to the Law of Allah (swt) and to live their lives 
according to the Law of Allah (swt). But what is their reaction to this call? Allah (swt) says "then 
a group among them turns away". They turn away from this call, they reject this Message 
that has been sent to them by the Creator. Are there any words that are sufficient to describe the 
evil of a people who would turn away from a Message that comes to them from their Creator and 
Sustainer? May Allah (swt) save us from ever becoming like them! 

Then Allah (swt) says "and they are Mo'ridoorf'. As we learned from our tafsir of 
Surah Baqarah, this word describes one who would turn away from a promise after making it, the 
one who would break a covenant after affirming it. This word describes these Jews and Christians 
perfectly. By already having a Book from Allah (swt), these people had made a promise that they 
would accept the Final Messenger of Allah (swt). This is because one of the clear rulings of their 
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own Book was that when the Final Messenger comes, he should be accepted, followed and 
supported. So when they took that Book from Allah (swt), they in effect made a promise that 
they would accept the Prophet (saw). This word describes how they turned away from that 
promise. They made a promise to follow the Prophet (saw) and they broke that promise. So it is 
wrong for us Muslims today to think of Jews and Christians as our brothers in faith. While it is 
true that there are many of them who are ignorant of this Message and thus not accountable, we 
also have to remember the evil that this group from them did when they turned away from this 
Message that they knew was the Truth. 

So there are many good people from among the Jews and Christians and there are evil 
people from among them as well. Our relationship with them is to deliver to them this Message 
from their Creator. Although we must treat them with kindness and with respect, we must never 
think that they are just like us. Although we wish the best for them and we wish for them to be 
guided to Allah (swt), we cannot have that same level of closeness with that we have with our 
Muslim brothers and sisters. Not until they accept this Message. We must never think that they 
are our brothers only because in the past their ancestors had received a Book from Allah (swt). 
Until they accept this Message they will never be our true brothers. We have to remember the 
evil that this group from among them did in the past. We have to remember how they broke the 
promise that they had made when they received their Book. How they betrayed their own Book 
and their own messenger, as well as all of the previous Books and messengers when they 
refused to acknowledge the Final Messenger that Allah (swt) sent. Did they not realize that to 
willfully reject even one messenger from Allah (swt) is like rejecting all of them? Now we are not 
saying that all Jews and Christians are like this. But we have to realize that there are some 
among them today who are like this. That is why until they accept Islam we cannot trust them 
fully. We cannot treat them as we would our Muslim brothers and sisters. 
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25. That is because they used to say "The Fire will not touch us except for counted 
days". And they have been deceived in their Din because of what they used to 
fabricate. 

In the previous ayah Allah (swt) told us about how when the Jews and Christians are 
called on to the Book of Allah (swt) they turn away in aversion. They break their promise that 
they made to follow the Final Messenger that Allah (swt) would send. Flow could a people be so 
unjust to Allah (swt)? Flow could a people do such evil? Were they not afraid of Allah (swt)? 

Were they not terrified of the punishment of Allah (swt) as they should be? They know the 
terrible punishment that Allah (swt) has kept reserved for those who turn away from Him (swt) 
so how could they not fear this punishment. In this ayah Allah (swt) describes for us what is their 
attitude to the great and terrible punishment that Fie (swt) has decreed for all those who 
displease Him (swt). We seek refuge in Allah (swt) from ever displeasing Him (swt)! 

Allah (swt) says "That is because they used to say "The Fire will not touch us 
except for counted days"". Notice how Allah (swt) links their rejection of this Message with 
their belief that they would only be in the Fire for a few days. They rejected this Message 
because they were not terrified of the punishment of Allah (swt). They thought that they were 
only going to be in the Fire for a few days. Look here at how lightly they take the punishment of 
Allah (swt) to be. Look at their arrogance and insolence. There are two big mistakes in their 
thinking. The first is that they thought that the Fire would only touch them for a few days when 
they had no guarantee from Allah (swt) that it would be so. Remember that Allah (swt) is the 
Master of the Day of Judgment, and so it is He (swt) Who decides who goes to the Fire and for 
how long. No one can change the decree of Allah (swt) or His (swt)'s Judgment. Where do they 
have the statement from Allah (swt) saying that they would only be in the Fire for few days? 
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The second fallacy in their thinking is that they thought that they could tolerate the Fire 
for a few days. They thought that the punishment of the Fire was bearable and that they could 
have patience with it. This also is utter foolishness. The person with half an intellect knows that 
no one can be patient with the pain of the Fire for even one moment. So severe and so painful 
will be that punishment that you would be calling for your own destruction after being there for 
only a moment. You will be in there for only one second and you would be begging Allah (swt) to 
destroy you forever. All that you would want is for the pain to end. May Allah (swt) save us from 
that reality! So we see their foolishness when they make such a statement, and we see their 
foolishness when they reject this Message. 

In the second part of this ayah Allah (swt) says "And they have been deceived in 
their Din because of what they used to fabricate". They claim that they are only going to 
be in the Fire for a few days. Even the fire itself is a torment that they believe that they can 
tolerate. Flow could they have such an attitude towards the punishment of Allah (swt)? Why did 
they not take the punishment of Allah (swt) seriously? Why did they not take Allah (swt) 
seriously? Allah (swt) tells us in this part of the ayah that the reason for this is because they have 
deceived themselves in their Din because of the fabrications that they used to make. Their Din 
for them has become a joke. They changed the Book of Allah (swt) whenever they wanted in 
order to suit their whims and their desires. Allah (swt) simply was not a priority in their lives, and 
so neither was the Din that Fie (swt) had sent them to live according to. They simply did 
whatever they wanted, and they told themselves that they would be all right in the Flereafter. 
They made excuses for themselves as to why they would be saved. Each one of them had their 
own excuses. The Jews told themselves that they were the chosen people of Allah (swt), and 
they were His (swt)'s favorites. So they believed that no matter how much evil they had done, 
they would still not be sent to the Fire forever. Even if they rejected the Messenger of Allah (swt) 
and conspired against him, even if they tried to kill him and destroy the Message that he was 
sent with, even if they tried to mislead the believers and make them abandon the Messenger, 
even if they did all of this evil they still thought that they would saved. The Christians told 
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themselves that 'Isa (as) went to the Fire for their sins and so they would all be saved if only 


they would accept him as their savior. Others among the Christians said that Allah (swt) was 
nothing but love and that Fie (swt) would forgive all sins and all crimes, even the crime of shirk. 
See the foolishness in their thinking. None of what they are saying is true because they have no 
evidence for what they are saying. Where are the words of a Messenger of Allah (swt) that can 
confirm without a doubt any of what they are saying? They have no such words, they have no 
evidence for any of what they said. It is agreed upon even by their scholars that the books that 
they have with them today are not the same books that their prophets and messengers came 
with, even the language of these books are different. While our Quran is exactly as it was when it 
came from the tounge of our Prophet (saw). Even their scholars will affirm to this fact. Thus what 
we have is the Truth from the Creator while what they have are their lies and fabrications. 

So in this part of the ayah Allah (swt) is telling us that this attitude that they have where 
they do not take His (swt)'s Din seriously, where they fabricate whatever they want to suit their 
whims and desires, has deceived them. Their arrogance towards Allah (swt) has deceived them 
as to the reality of this universe. They are living in a delusional state where all that they care 
about is satisfying their desires and where they have forgotten about Allah (swt) and the 
Flereafter. They have been completely deceived away from the reality of this existence. They 
think they actually have a home in this world. They think that this world should be lived for itself. 
This is the dream that they are living through. They will wake up when the trumpet is sounded 
on the Last Day. May Allah (swt) save us from such heedlessness! 

Sayyid Qutb tells us in his tafsir of this ayah how many Muslims today have this same 
attitude towards the Din of Allah (swt). These so called Muslims have set up governments that 
are based on kufr concepts such as secularism, democracy and capitalism. When they are told to 
fear Allah (swt) and to implement the Law of Allah (swt), they say that they will be saved 
because they are Muslims. They believe that even if they rule the Muslims by kufr, and they set 
up a government that is based on kufr, and they have a society that is complete kufr they will 
still be saved only because they are Muslim. They do not care that they have created a society 
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where the Muslim men and women mix freely, a society where the Muslim women show their 
nakedness, a society where alcohol and interest are permitted for the Muslims, a society where 
Muslim children get a secular education, a society that does not submit to Allah (swt). They 
believe that despite all this evil they would still be saved only because they say that they are 
Muslims and they say that they believe in Allah (swt) and the Prophet (saw) as the Messenger of 
Allah (swt). They think that their belief will save them. They think that even if they go to the Fire 
they will only be in there for a few days. Do they not realize who it is that they are thinking like 
and who it is that they are behaving like? Sayyid Qutb tells us how wrong such thinking is. This 
thinking is wrong because even the Aqeedah of such people is not correct. It is a fundamental 
pillar of our Aqeedah for us to believe that only Allah (swt) should legislate. Anyone who believes 
that human beings have the right to legislate has a problem with their Iman. We must believe 
that the only system that is acceptable for us to live under is Islam. If someone believes that 
Muslims can live contently under any other system besides Islam, and they do not see a problem 
with human beings making laws from their minds, then that person has committed an act of kufr 
and they have thus damned themselves to the Fire forever. This has been the opinion of the 
majority of our scholars and of course Allah (swt) Knows best. 

Now we are not doing tafkir here of all the Muslims who live in dar ul kufr. If we are then 
we would even be doing tafkir to ourselves. What we are saying that there is a big difference 
between a Muslim who lives in a kufr land and who knows that it is wrong and he or she wants 
to live under Islam, and a Muslim who is happy living under kufr and who sees no reason to 
reestablish the Islamic State. It is only the latter of these who has committed an act of kufr, and 
such an action according to the true scholars has made them deserving of the Fire forever. May 
Allah (swt) save us from that! But as long as you know that it is wrong to live under kufr and you 
know that it is wrong for men to legislate laws, then Insha Allah you will be saved. Even if 
because of weakness or laziness you do not take the steps to remedy the situation. As long as in 
your heart you believe that it is wrong for man to rule then you will be saved Insha Allah! 
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But the fools in the Ummah today who have set up governments of kufr and who have 
made the Muslims live under kufr can take an important lesson from this ayah. We should tell 
these fools what Allah (swt) is telling us in this ayah. You have allowed yourself to be deceived in 
your Din. Your wishful thinking has deluded you in regards to Allah (swt) and His (swt)'s Law. 
Because you believe that the human being can be a sovereign then you are not among those 
who will be in the Fire for a short time but rather you are among those who will be in the Fire 
forever. The only way for you to save yourself from this terrible fate is to dismantle your 
government and allow for the Islamic State to be reestablished in the land. The only way to save 
yourself is to return the power to legislate back to Allah (swt) to Whom it rightfully belongs. If 
you do not, then fear Allah (swt) and fear the Fire. Know that no one can have patience on the 
Fire for even a moment. May Allah (swt) save all the sincere and good-hearted people from this 
terrible punishment! 



tf 



26. So how will it be when We gather them to a Day about which there is no doubt, 
then every soul will be paid in full what it has earned, and they will not be wronged. 

We saw in the previous ayah how there are people who chose to turn away from the 
Message of Allah (swt) and there are people who chose to not implement the Law of Allah (swt) 
in the land. These are the people who reject the Book of Allah (swt) and who do not allow the 
Book of Allah (swt) to rule between them. When these people are called on return to the Book of 
Allah (swt) and when they are told to fear the Fire if they do not, they say that the Fire would 
only touch them for a few days. How utterly foolish is such thinking? They simply do not 
comprehend the reality of their situation. In this ayah Allah (swt) brings our attention to that 
reality. The reality of the life beyond this one. The reality that will come to light on the Day of 
Judgment. The Day which we were all created to journey to. 
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Allah (swt) begins this ayah by asking a question, "So how will it be when We gather 
them to a Day about which there is no doubt". Allah (swt) is making us think as to how this 
Day will be. So we should reflect and contemplate on how this Day. Think to yourself how it will 
be when this Day comes. Picture yourself on this great Day when Allah (swt) will gather together 
all of mankind. All of mankind will be gathered on the plain of Judgment. You will be there as 
well. You will be alone and you will have nothing with you. You will have nothing with you except 
the good deeds that you have done. You will be naked. You will be hot. All that you will be 
thinking about is your judgment. All that you will be thinking about is where you will end up. You 
know the reality of this day. You know where all souls will go when this Day is over. You have 
always known. So now you will be filled with apprehension and terror. How will it be then? What 
will you do? This is a Day about which there is no doubt, so you should believe in it with absolute 
certainty, you should always think about it, and you should do as many good deeds as you can to 
prepare for it. May Allah (swt) give us the enabling grace to do that! 

Allah (swt) then reminds us of another fact about this Day that we should always keep in 
mind. Allah (swt) says "then every soul will be paid in full what it has earned". Allah (swt) 
will pay everyone in full for that they have done. This is true both for good and for evil. Everyone 
who has done good sincerely for Allah (swt) and hoping for the reward from Him (swt) will be 
paid in full, and everyone who did evil by turning away from Allah (swt) and doing what was 
displeasing to Him (swt) will be paid in full. This truly shows us the greatness of both the Day of 
Judgment and our life in this world. The Day of Judgment is great because we will be accounted 
for every single thing that we did and we will be paid back in full for all that we did. But our life 
in this world is also great because it is the actions that we do here which will decide how we fare 
on that Day. So never underestimate even a moment in the life of this world, this is the test that 
Allah (swt) has given you. As you go through your life, know that the Day will soon come when 
you will be paid back in full for all that you have done in these moments of your life. A payment 
in full. A payment of good or a payment of evil. A payment of joy or a payment of pain. A 
payment of nearness to the Divine or distance from Him (swt). 
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Finally Allah (swt) ends this ayah by reminding us that "they will not be wronged". 
This is a fact that we all know. Even if Allah (swt) never explicitly mentioned this fact, we should 
still realize this fact by knowing that Allah (swt) is the Most Just and the Most Merciful. Flow can 
you expect the Most Just and the Most Merciful to wrong anyone? Even if this is something that 
should be known, Allah (swt) still explicitly tells us. Fie (swt) reminds us again and again that we 
will not be wronged. This is so that we can have a great hope for the Day of Judgment and we 
can have a great hope for our meeting with our Lord. When we have this great hope then we will 
not hold back in doing the deeds that are pleasing to Allah (swt). When you are sure that you will 
be paid back in full for all that you have done, when you are sure that no wrong will be done to 
you, then what is there in preventing from trying your utmost? Allah (swt) is not the like the 
people of this world who often fail to recognize what you have done, and who often fail to 
reward you. They overlook and do not notice much of what you do, and even if they do know 
what you did, they do not always pay you back for it. But this is not so with Allah (swt). He (swt) 
will pay you back in full for all that you have done. 

When Allah (swt) says that you will not be wronged this means that there is not the 
smallest of good deeds that you will not be rewarded for. Rather you will be rewarded for every 
single good that you did. You will be paid back in full with fullest payment for everything that you 
did. Absolutely no injustice will be done to you on that Day. So what is it that is preventing you 
from doing good? What is it that is preventing you from increasing in the good that you are 
doing? As Allah (swt) tells us in this ayah the Day of Judgment is a Day in which we will all be 
gathered to Him (swt) and there is absolutely no doubt about this Day. The greatness and 
magnitude of this Day is something that we cannot even begin to fathom. All that we can do is 
prepare for it to the best of our ability. So prepare now at this moment by trying your best to do 
more and more good. Just that one extra moment in your life when you think about Allah (swt) 
and you try to please Him (swt) in it could be the difference for you on that Day. So try your best 
to do good and remember that your Lord Sees all that you do. 
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27. Say "O Allah, Master of the Kingdom, You give the Kingdom to whom You please, 
and You take the Kingdom from You please, and You exalt whom You please and You 
abase whom You please. In Your Hand is the good. Surely you have Power over all 
things". 

This ayah is a dua that Allah (swt) teaches the Prophet (saw) and the believers to make. 
The scholars say that this ayah was revealed when the Prophet (saw) told the Muslims that the 
Islamic State would one day conquer the mighty Roman and Persian Empires. When the 
hypocrites in Madinah had heard the Prophet (saw) say this, they started laughing. They could 
not believe how the Islamic State, which at that time was nothing more than the farming village 
of Madinah, could conquer the two superpowers of the world. They could not understand how an 
Ummah that was so weak could defeat the superpowers of the world. As usual, the hypocrites 
only focused on the life of this world and they forgot about Allah (swt). They only looked to this 
world and they could not find victory for this Ummah in it. 

Allah (swt) teaches us to begin this prayer by saying "O Allah, Master of the 
Kingdom". Look here at how Allah (swt) is teaching us to address Him (swt). This is Who our 
Lord is and here He (swt) is teaching us about Himself (swt). He (swt) tells us to call on Him 
(swt) as the Master of the Kingdom. The Kingdom is all of creation, all that is on this earth and 
all that is in heavens above. Allah (swt) is the complete Master, Lord and King over all of it. What 
then does it mean for Allah (swt) to have such complete Power and Authority over all creation? It 
means that He (swt) can do with this universe whatsoever He (swt) so pleases. It means that 
only He (swt) has the right to be obeyed without question. Only He (swt) is the One True 
Sovereign. What else can we expect from a Master and a King? 
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Allah (swt) then teaches us to say "You give the Kingdom to whom You please, 
and You take the Kingdom from You please". Since the Kingdom belongs to Allah (swt), He 
(swt) can give it to whomsoever He (swt) pleases and He (swt) can take it away from 
whomsoever He (swt) pleases. There is no empire or nation that has a claim to any portion of 
the universe that belongs to Allah (swt). When Allah (swt) chooses to take a portion of His 
(swt)'s Kingdom from some people and give it to others, then there is no power that can stop 
Him (swt). Even the most powerful of superpowers with the mightiest of weapons and the most 
advanced technology cannot stop Him (swt). This Kingdom belongs completely to Allah (swt) and 
He (swt) can take it from whosoever He (swt) pleases and He (swt) can give it to whomsoever 
He (swt) pleases. 

If we truly believe what Allah (swt) is telling us in this ayah then how can we ever lose 
hope in the Islamic State ever returning? How can we ever think that enemies of this Message 
are too powerful? How can we ever predict that they would crush the Islamic State if it ever 
came back? How can we forget about Allah (swt) like the hypocrites had done? Despite what our 
eyes may tell us, we have to realize that this earth does not belong to men or nations. This earth 
belongs to Allah (swt) and He (swt) can grant it to whomsoever He (swt) pleases. Our only task 
is to pray sincerely to Allah (swt) this prayer that He (swt) has taught us, and to work to the best 
of our ability following the example of the Prophet (saw). It is only Allah (swt) Who will bring 
back the Islamic State and there is nothing that they can do to stop Him (swt). 

Then we say to our Lord "You exalt whom You please and You abase whom You 
please". Allah (swt) brings high whom He (swt) pleases and He (swt) brings low whom He (swt) 
pleases. Today the enemies of this Message are high and the Ummah is low, but Allah (swt) can 
change that in a moment if He (swt) so pleased. Allah (swt) can bring down these mighty 
superpowers and destroy their powerful military arsenals, and He (swt) can raise the Muslim 
Ummah from the state of weakness that we are in today to the position of honor where we 
belong. For that to happen we have to work to the best of our ability until Allah (swt) is pleased 
with us and He (swt) deems us worthy to be given victory to. The victory will not come while we 
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are sleeping. The victory will not come if we do not make the effort. Allah (swt) will not change 
the condition of a people until they change themselves. Once we do what is required of us, once 
we strive in the dawah following the example of the Prophet (saw), then Insha Allah Islam will 
rise and the enemies of this Message will be brought low once again. May Allah (swt) will it so! 

Sayyid Qutb asks to note the extreme humility with which Allah (swt) wants us to make 
this prayer. Notice the humbleness and brokenness in the words of this prayer. This is the state 
of mind that we need to be in when we make this prayer. Even though we are asking Allah (swt) 
for power and sovereignty, we still must do it with the utmost humbleness and humility. This is 
because we are not seeking sovereignty for ourselves, but we are seeking it for Him (swt). We 
are asking Allah (swt) to enable us to establish His (swt)'s Law in the earth. We ourselves do not 
crave power for ourselves, but we desire it only for Allah (swt). So even when we seek power in 
the land, we are not seeking it for ourselves but we are seeking it for Allah (swt). Thus when we 
make this prayer, we make it with utmost humbleness and respect. 

Then Allah (swt) commands us to say "In Your Hand is all good". All good things 
come only from Allah (swt). The victory for the Muslims comes only from Allah (swt). The mercy 
and the justice for the people of this earth comes only from Allah (swt). The peace and 
tranquility that the systems of the Islamic State bring comes only from Allah (swt). The fairness 
and the equity in the distribution of wealth in the Islamic Economy comes only from Allah (swt). 
The end of oppression and tyranny in this world comes only from Allah (swt). The Islamic 
educational system and teaching all the children about Allah (swt) comes only from Allah (swt). 
The end of perversity and lewdness comes only from Allah (swt). The return of the strong familial 
ties comes only from Allah (swt). The remembrance of Allah (swt) in the hearts of the people and 
their living their lives only to please Him (swt) also comes from Him (swt). All of this good comes 
only from Allah (swt) and He (swt) can grant this good whenever He (swt) pleases. So in this 
part of the prayer we acknowledge that we on our own cannot do anything or bring any benefit. 
We by ourselves are helpless and weak. All that we can do is strive to the best of our ability, but 
all of the good that comes from our striving is only from Allah (swt). 
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Once again we must note that it is wrong for us to say that Allah (swt) has a Hand. We 
know that Allah (swt) is the Perfect One beyond all weakness and limitations. Because of this 
perfection He (swt) cannot be a body that is composed of limbs. Such would be a limitation on 
Him (swt). So here we say that Allah (swt) Knows best as to what He (swt) means by "Hand". 
What we are certain of is that it is not a Hand like the creation has hands. It is not the limb of a 
body. One general meaning of the ayah that we can take is that it means that all good comes 
only from Allah (swt). The source of all good is only Him (swt) and that is why He (swt) describes 
it as coming from "His Hand". This is the lesson and the benefit for us in the ayah. We should 
take this meaning and not allow ourselves to go further only to satisfy our curiosity. We should 
always remember that we are approaching the Quran so that it may guide us to Allah (swt) and 
not to satisfy our curiosity. We are approaching the Quran only so that it may bring us closer to 
Allah (swt). So every ayah that we learn must serve this purpose. May Allah (swt) help us to 
remember this! May this Book always bring us closer to Him (swt) whenever we turn to it! 

Finally Allah (swt) teaches us to end this prayer by saying "Surely you have Power 
over all things". Allah (swt) has Power over every single thing, there is nothing that He (swt) 
cannot do. Even if we are so weak and so disunited as we are today, and even if the enemies of 
this Message are so strong and so committed to destroying Islam like they are today, Allah (swt) 
can still give us victory over them if He (swt) so pleases. This is because He (swt) has Power 
over every single thing. When Allah (swt) wishes something to be it instantly will become a 
reality. There is no force nor power that can ever oppose Allah (swt) and He (swt) does as He 
(swt) pleases. It is now up to us to make ourselves worthy of Allah (swt). Up to us to make 
ourselves worthy to receive His (swt)'s Help and Victory. May Allah (swt) give us the enabling 
grace to work sincerely in the cause of this dawah following the method of the Prophet (saw)! 
May Allah (swt) give victory to this Ummah once again! 
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28. You cause the night to pass into the day and You cause the day to pass into the 
night. You bring the living out of the dead and You bring the dead out of the living, 
and You provide for whom You please without measure. 

In the previous ayah Allah (swt) taught us a prayer that we can make for Him (swt) to 
give this Din victory over its enemies. We said that whoever makes such a prayer and works 
sincerely in the path of the dawah following the example of the Prophet (saw) can hope for such 
a victory from Allah (swt). But some people may still be skeptical as to how Allah (swt) can give 
victory to the Muslims when we are so weak and the enemies of this Message are so powerful. 
How could Islam ever return when the Muslims are so far from our Din? How could the Islamic 
State ever return when there is no country today that even comes close to what the Islamic State 
should be? How can we have any chance of success when the enemies of this Message are so 
powerful? These are questions that many people ask. The people who have such doubts and who 
ask such questions do not realize the Power of Allah (swt). They simply do not comprehend the 
absolute Reality of Allah (swt). The true believers are not like this. The true believers recognize 
the Power of Allah (swt). They see what their Lord does in the universe around them and 
through this they recognize His (swt)'s Power. In this ayah Allah (swt) shows us how the 
believers recognize this as He (swt) continues to tell us of their prayer. 

First the believers say, "You cause the night to pass into the day and You cause 
the day to pass into the night". Here the believers continue to address Allah (swt) and we see 
in their address how they recognize the Power of Allah (swt). First the believers tell Allah (swt) 
how He (swt) causes the night to uleeju into the night and the day to uleeju into the night. This 
Arabic verb uleeju gives the meaning of one thing spilling into another. This is what Allah (swt) 
does to the night and the day. Just like water from a jug, the day seamlessly pours into the night 
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and the night seamlessly pours into the day. This is a phenomenon that Allah (swt) repeats for all 
mankind every day of their lives. Even though Allah (swt) changes the night into day and the day 
into night so seamlessly, it is still a radical change. Simply look to how different the earth is at 
night compared to when it is at day. At night everything is silent, there is a peacefulness and 
tranquility that descends onto the earth. Whereas during the day everything comes to life. There 
is life, there is movement, there is noise and there is the activity of the people and the creatures 
as they go forth into the world to seek of their livelihood. It is a completely different world that 
Allah (swt) creates during the day and a completely different world that He (swt) creates during 
the night. Do you not then think that Allah (swt), Who has the Power to transform this earth 
between the two different worlds of night and day so seamlessly, does not have the Power to 
give victory for the Muslims? What is the Power that is required to transform the world in such a 
way when compared to the Power that is required to defeat the enemies of this Message? There 
is no comparison. So in this part of the ayah we call on Allah (swt) by Him (swt) being the One 
Who changes the night into day and the day into night, and we know that a Being of such Power 
can give this Din victory whenever He (swt) pleases to. 

Then we say to Allah (swt) "You bring the living out of the dead and You bring the 
dead out of the living". This entire universe is under the complete control of Allah (swt) and 
He (swt) can do whatever to it as He (swt) pleases. Even we ourselves are under His Power. He 
(swt) is the One Who gave us life and at any moment He (swt) can take that life away and bring 
death from within us. Death within us is only like fire inside of a flint, at any moment Allah (swt) 
can bring it out. Such is His Power over us. How many are the people who are dying in the world 
at this very moment? How many are the children who are being born in the world at this very 
moment? It is only Allah (swt) Who is bringing out this life and Who is bringing out this death. 
Does not a Being Who has such Power have the Power do give the Muslims victory? Does not a 
Being Who has such Power have the Power to crush the enemies of this Message no matter how 
powerful they may be? So how then can we ever lose hope in Him (swt)? How then can we ever 
think that Islam will never return? 
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Sayyid Qutb also asks us to note from this ayah how close Allah (swt) is to all our lives. 
Allah (swt) is so close to us in every single thing that we do, and even in our very lives and 
deaths. We base our lives around day and night and Allah (swt) is the One Who causes the night 
to pass into the day and the day to pass into the night. Time is nothing but that which counts the 
moments that are remaining till sunset during the day and it is what counts the moments that 
are left till sunrise during the night. We base our entire lives around time, and time is under the 
complete control of Allah (swt). So Allah (swt) is so close to us since He (swt) controls time. Even 
our life and even our death are only from Allah (swt). Each one of us comes to life through the 
Will and Power of Allah (swt) and each one of us leaves this world through the Will and Power of 
Allah (swt). So Allah (swt) is extremely close to us in everything that we do. Our lives are 
connected and intertwined with the Will and Power of Allah (swt). How then can we turn away 
from Allah (swt) over the course of our lives? How then can we have the same attitude of the 
disbelievers towards Allah (swt)? You see that most of them believe in Allah (swt) as well, but 
what they refuse to do is to let Allah (swt) have any say in their lives. They believe in Allah (swt) 
as their Creator, but they feel that they are free to do with their lives whatsoever they please. 
They have been deluded by their own arrogance and by the devil. They do not realize the 
purpose of their creation. They do not see that Allah (swt) created them for a purpose. They see 
no reason to let Allah (swt) legislate the laws for their lives or for their society. But we as 
Muslims who see that Allah (swt) is so close to us in everything that we do, how can we have the 
same attitude towards Him (swt)? Do we not realize that Allah (swt) is controlling every aspect of 
our lives? Do we not see how close Allah (swt) is to us? How then can we turn to another besides 
Allah (swt) to learn how we should live our lives? How can we let Shaitan and our desires 
legislate the laws for our personal lives? How can we let some king or some parliament legislate 
the laws for our society? Only those who do not know Allah (swt) will permit such shirk. May 
Allah (swt) save us from ever being among them! May Allah (swt) help us all to realize how close 
He (swt) is to all of us! 
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Finally the believers say to Allah (swt) "and You provide for whom You please 
without measure". Allah (swt) gives without measure for whomsoever Fie (swt) pleases. There 
is no limit to how much Allah (swt) can give to those whom Fie (swt) is pleased with. Is it then 
too much to ask Allah (swt) to give this entire earth to the Muslims? The Prophet (saw) has told 
us that the banner of Islam would enter every house in every corner of this earth. Is this too 
much for us to ask of Allah (swt)? Would Allah (swt) be willing to give this Ummah so much? 
Never in history of this world has an empire ruled over the entire planet, would that be too much 
for us to ask of Allah (swt)? No of course not, because as Allah (swt) says in this ayah Fie (swt) 
is the One Who gives to whom Fie (swt) pleases without measure or reckoning. There is no limit 
to how much Allah (swt) can give to those whom Fie (swt) is pleased with. So Allah (swt) can 
give to this Ummah however much Fie (swt) wants without limit or measure. Allah (swt) owns 
every single thing in this universe, and Fie (swt) can give whatever Fie (swt) wants to whomever 
Fie (swt) wants. So all that we should do is to hope to be among those whom Allah (swt) is 
pleased with, then Insha Allah, Fie (swt) will give us this entire earth as the Prophet (saw) 
promised that Fie (swt) would. This is fact that we should never forget and it is a fact that we 
must never doubt. Allah (swt) can give us more than we ever dreamed possible. Allah (swt) is 
the One Who gives without measure or reckoning. So when we ask of Allah (swt), we should ask 
of more and more. We should never be cheap or weak in our dua. We should ask for the full and 
complete victory of this Ummah over her enemies. We should ask for all of the good people of 
this world to correctly receive this Message. We should ask for the Divine Law to rule over this 
entire earth. We should ask Allah (swt) to save all of the Muslims from oppression and tyranny. 
We should ask Allah (swt) to forgive our sins and grant us the highest stations in paradise with 
the Prophet (saw). We should ask for peace in this world and its provisions. Never should we 
underestimate the Bounty and Grace of Allah (swt) for this Ummah, because the Bounty and 
Grace of Allah (swt) for the Ummah of His (swt)'s beloved (saw) is great indeed! 
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29. The believers should not take the ones who do kufr as awliyya instead of the 
believers, and whoever does that does not have anything with Allah whatsoever, 
except that you guard yourself against them for protection, and Allah warns you 
against Himself, and to Allah is the journeying. 

In the previous ayah the believers made a prayer to Allah (swt) and asked Him (swt) to 
give them victory over their enemies. Even though the believers were so weak, and their enemies 
were so strong, the believers still knew that they would have victory because they knew that 
Allah (swt) was with them. They knew that the kingdom belongs to Allah (swt) and that He (swt) 
gives it to whomsoever He (swt) pleases. Just like Allah (swt) has the Power to bring the day out 
from the night and the night out from the day, and just like He (swt) has Power to bring the 
living out of the dead and the dead out of the living, He (swt) also has the Power to give this 
Ummah complete victory over the enemies of this Message. But Allah (swt) will not give victory 
to the believers until He (swt) pleases to, He (swt) will not give us victory until He (swt) is 
pleased with us. For us to be worthy of Allah (swt) giving us the victory, we first have to do what 
He (swt) is pleased with and we must stay away from that which He (swt) is displeased with. In 
this ayah Allah (swt) brings our attention to an action that He (swt) is especially displeased with. 

Allah (swt) says "The believers should not take the ones who do kufr as awliyya 
instead of the believers". An action that is especially displeasing to Allah (swt) is that we take 
the ones who do kufr as our awliyya instead of Allah (swt) and the believers. Awliyya means 
your close friends, your close companions, the ones whom your heart is attached to, the ones 
whom you love the most and the ones whom you love to be with. How could anyone who claims 
to believe in Allah (swt) and in the Message that He (swt) sent through the Prophet (saw) ever 
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take the ones who make kufr to this Message as their awliyyal These disbelievers are a people 
who knew that this Message from Allah (swt) is indeed the Truth and they have turned away 
from it while they knew that it is Truth. How can you ever love them? How can you ever take 
them as close friends? 

Only Allah (swt) and the ones who believe in the Message that He (swt) has sent should 
be our awliyya. First and foremost our Wali is Allah (swt). He (swt) is our best friend and 
Protector. When you have Allah (swt) as a close friend why would you ever need other friends 
besides Him (swt)? Why would you especially want to take close friends from those who turn 
away from Him (swt)? If we are ever to take anyone besides Allah (swt) as our close friends, we 
should take those who believe in the Message that He (swt) has sent and those who have 
dedicated their lives to worshipping and serving Him (swt). Our Iman is the most important thing 
in our life and the friends that we take must be based on it. 

Then Allah (swt) says "and whoever does that does not have anything with Allah 
whatsoever". Anyone who takes the enemies of Allah (swt) as their close friends has nothing to 
do with Allah (swt) whatsoever. You need Allah (swt) for every moment of your life. You need 
Allah (swt) in this world and you especially need Him (swt) in the Hereafter. Now think how 
terrible it would be for you if Allah (swt) should abandon you for even for a moment? Can you 
survive without Allah (swt) for even one moment? But that is what exactly will happen to those 
who take the enemies of this Message as their close friends and helpers. Allah (swt) will have 
nothing to do with that person whatsoever. Allah (swt) will completely abandon that person. Can 
you even imagine how terrible that would be? Even if Allah (swt) provides for such a person their 
food and their sustenance for the short time that they are in this world, can you imagine how 
they would be when they return to Him (swt) in the Hereafter? 

Then Allah (swt) says "except that you guard yourself against them for 
protection". Here Allah (swt) gives an exception to the ruling that was given above. Recall from 
the previous part of the ayah that we were forbidden to take the ones who do kufr as our close 
friends and allies and we were forbidden to love them as we love Allah (swt) and the believers. 
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In this part of the ayah Allah (swt) gives an exception to that ruling. If you feel that you are in 
danger, if you feel that the enemies of this Message may harm you if you do not appear to be 
very close and intimate with them, then you can pretend as if you are close to them. You can 
pretend as if you are their close companion, but in your heart you are not. Your heart is still with 
Allah (swt), and you only appear to the enemies of this Message as if you are close to them. As 
Allah (swt) tells us in the ayah this can be done only to guard yourself against them for 
protection. If you do not perceive any danger from them, then even this dispensation is not 
permitted. As always, Allah (swt) Knows best! 

Then Allah (swt) says "and Allah warns you against Himself". If you take the 
enemies of this Message as your close friends then you should fear Allah (swt). You should fear 
Him (swt) because He (swt) Himself is warning you of Himself. How can you not fear Allah (swt) 
when He (swt) has specifically told you to fear Him (swt) and He (swt) has given you the 
capacity to fear Him (swt)? Allah (swt) is the Most Kind and the Most Merciful, so if He (swt) 
wanted He (swt) could have created us without ever knowing fear. But He (swt) gave us the 
ability to fear and He (swt) told us to fear Him (swt). There is a very important reason for that. It 
is so that we would remember Him (swt) and so that we would save ourselves from His Wrath. 
Just as we love Allah (swt) more than anyone else, we should also fear Him (swt) more than 
anyone else. We should fear what He (swt) can do with us if He (swt) is displeased with us. The 
terror and the pain that Allah (swt) can inflict upon us both in this world and in next is beyond 
description in words. We can see for ourselves how Allah (swt) is warning us of Himself. How 
terrible must His (swt)'s punishment be if He (swt) Himself is warning us of Himself (swt)? 

Finally Allah (swt) ends this ayah by reminding us once again that to Him is the journey. 
Whatever happens in this life, we must always remember that we will return to Allah (swt) in the 
end. Our life is nothing but a journey to Allah (swt). So we should try our best to fill our lives 
with the actions that Allah (swt) is pleased with, and we should try our best to avoid the actions 
that He (swt) is displeased with. As we have learned from this ayah one of the actions that Allah 
(swt) is the most displeased with is if we take the enemies of this Message as our close friends 
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and allies instead of Him (swt) and the believers. How can we ever love those who reject the 
Message that Allah (swt) has sent and those who do not spend their lives in worship and 
servitude to Him (swt)? How can we ever love those who live their lives in heedlessness of Him 
(swt)? If we ever do then how can we ever return to Allah (swt) on the Last Day? How will we 
ever face Him (swt) when we go back to Him (swt)? May Allah (swt) always help us to remember 
that we go back to Him (swt)! Our life is nothing but a journey to Allah (swt). May Allah (swt) 
allow this knowledge to save us from ever taking the ones who reject this Message as close 
friends and allies! 

Finally we should note that it is only the close and loving friendship that Allah (swt) 
forbids in this ayah. Allah (swt) does not prohibit us from being kind with them, from being 
equitable and just with them, and from being fair with them in all of our dealings and interactions 
with them. In fact we should always strive to behave with them in the best way. If they are not 
openly working to destroy this Message and they are not openly working to harm then Muslims, 
then such people should know nothing but good from us. We should treat them kindly and with 
respect and we should fulfill all of our obligations to them. We should also continue to invite 
them to Allah (swt) and invite them to this Message to the best of our ability. We should always 
remember that our behavior and our manners are every much a part of our dawah as our words 
are. The only thing that we cannot do is have a close and intimate friendship with them. That 
kind of friendship is reserved only for Allah (swt) and the believers. May Allah (swt) teach us His 
(swt)'s Book and may Allah (swt) teach us how to correctly behave with His (swt)'s creation! 
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30. Say "Whether you hide what is in your breasts or reveal it, Allah Knows it, and He 
Knows what is in the heavens and the earth, and Allah has power over all things". 

In the previous ayah Allah (swt) warned us not to take the enemies of this Message as 
our close friends and allies. He (swt) reminded us that we are on a great mission, and that we 
will never be successful in our mission unless He (swt) gives us victory. Allah (swt) will never give 
us victory unless He (swt) is pleased with us, and He (swt) will never be pleased with us until we 
stop committing the actions that He (swt) is displeased with. One of the most displeasing of 
actions to Allah (swt) for us to do is to take the enemies of this Message and those who reject 
this Message as our close friends and allies. We should not have any love for such people 
whatsoever in our hearts. Our loving and our hating must be only for Allah (swt), we must love 
only who Allah (swt) loves and we must hate only who Allah (swt) hates. We will not be 
successful in our mission until even our deepest of emotions are submissive to Allah (swt). We 
have to strive to correct our hearts until we reach this station, until we love and hate only for 
Allah (swt). In this ayah Allah (swt) reminds us that He (swt) even Knows what is in our hearts. 
He (swt) Knows even these deepest of emotions in deepest recesses of our hearts. 

Allah (swt) says "Whether you hide what is in your breasts or reveal it, Allah 
Knows it". In the previous ayah Allah (swt) told us not to take the enemies of this Message as 
our close friends and allies. In this ayah He (swt) tells us that we should not even have any love 
for them in our hearts. If we secretly have any love for them in our hearts, then Allah (swt) 
Knows it because He (swt) what is in our breasts. It does not matter to Him (swt) if we disclose 
what is in our hearts through our actions and our words, or if we keep it hidden in our hearts. In 
either case, He (swt) Knows well what is in our hearts and He (swt) will not be pleased with us if 
He (swt) finds in our hearts a love for those who turn away from Him (swt). 
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So the lesson that we can take from this part of the ayah is that we must work on 
cleaning our hearts until we have removed from them all that is displeasing to Allah (swt). If we 
have any love for those who have turned away from this Message and for those who oppose this 
Message, then we have to work on removing this love of such people from our hearts. We have 
to remind ourselves how they are a people who do not worship Allah (swt) as they were created 
to do. We have to remind ourselves how ungrateful they are to Allah (swt) even though He (swt) 
is the One Who created then and He (swt) is the One Who sustains them for every second of 
their existence. Even if there is something about these people that we find appealing, we have to 
remember that Allah (swt) is the purpose of our existence and there is nothing of the allurements 
of this world that should distract from our purpose. There are still many among them who are 
good people, and so we should always treat them well and we should love for them to be guided 
to Allah (swt). But we cannot have a close and intimate relationship with them and we cannot 
love them while they are in heedlessness to Allah (swt). Even though this may sometimes be 
difficult we have to always remind ourselves of Allah (swt) and how He (swt) is everything in our 
lives. So we cannot love those who turn away from Him (swt) and those who are heedless of Him 
(swt). May Allah (swt) give us the enabling grace to love and hate only for Him (swt) and may He 
(swt) clean our hearts of all that is displeasing to Him (swt)! 

In the next part of the ayah Allah (swt) says "and He Knows what is in the heavens 
and the earth". We are being asked to relinquish any loyalty from those who are distant from 
Allah (swt) But why should we do this? Why should we dedicate our lives completely to Him 
(swt)? In this part of the ayah Allah (swt) reminds us why. He (swt) reminds us of His (swt)'s 
Greatness and Majesty. He (swt) reminds us how He (swt) Knows every single thing in the 
heavens and the earth. There is absolutely nothing in all of creation that escapes His Knowledge. 
So why would you ever want to seek anything of the creation? Why do you want to seek the love 
of the creation when you can have the love of the One Who Knows all things in the heavens and 
the earth? Why do you not want to love the One Who Knows you and Who Knows the love that 
you have for Him (swt)? Why do you not seek everything from the One Who Knows all about you 
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and Who Knows all about the world around you? Why do you not seek the friendship and the 


protection of the One Who Knows all about what is in the heavens and the earth? Is not such a 
Being worthy of your dedication? 

Finally Allah (swt) ends this ayah by saying "and Allah has power over all things". 
Allah (swt) has power to do every single thing. This is yet another reason why we should 
dedicate ourselves to Him (swt). Why we should choose Him (swt) over all things. Why can you 
not dedicate yourself to a Being Who has Power over all things? The One Who has such Power 
that for anything Fie (swt) only wills it and it is so. 

The scholars say that this part of the ayah is also a threat to those who take the 
enemies of this Message as their close friends and allies, a threat to the ones who show love to 
the enemies of this Message. Allah (swt) is telling such people that Fie (swt) has the Power to do 
all things, and that Fie (swt) could punish them if Fie (swt) wanted to. They should never feel 
safe from the punishment of Allah (swt) because Allah (swt) can do all things and Fie (swt) can 
punish them in any way that Fie (swt) wanted to do. Allah (swt) could punish them in the life of 
this world by depriving them of the guidance that leads to Him (swt) and Fie (swt) could punish 
them in the next life in the torment of the Fire. May Allah (swt) save us from the Fire! 

A question that maybe is asked is why has Allah (swt) given such a stern warning against 
taking the ones who reject this Message as close friends? Why is that Allah (swt) has even told 
us to remove the love of such people from our hearts? This is because if we are among those 
who dedicate our lives to Allah (swt) then there must be no room in our hearts for those whom 
Fie (swt) is displeased with. Everything that we do must only be Him (swt). We should love and 
hate only for Him (swt), and even the friends that we have and the company that we keep must 
only be those whom Fie (swt) is pleased with. So not only should we seek the company of the 
believers, but we should seek the company of the righteous and pious believers. Even the ones 
whom we love in our hearts we must love to seek the Pleasure of Allah (swt). We should love 
Allah (swt) so much that this love should overwhelm and remove the love of all that Fie (swt) is 
displeased with from our hearts. 
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31. On the Day when every soul will find all that it has done of good, and all that is 
has done of evil it would wish that between it and that (evil) was a great distance, 
and Allah warns you of Himself, and Allah is full of Kindness to the slaves. 

In the previous ayahs we saw Allah (swt) remind us about the great mission that we as a 
nation are on during our stay on this earth. We are here to spread the Message of Allah (swt) to 
the people and to establish the Law of Allah (swt) in the land. We are here to show that both the 
heart of the human and the society in which he lives must submit completely to Allah (swt). 

There is no illah except Allah (swt), this is the essence of the Message we have been given. The 
carrying of this Message will not be easy. In addition to carrying the Message to others, we 
ourselves must strive to do the actions that Allah (swt) is pleased with and we must strive to stay 
away from the actions that Allah (swt) is displeased with. No matter how much Shaitan may tell 
you otherwise, you have to believe that you can do this. In this ayah Allah (swt) brings our 
attention to the Last Day. If you ever find it difficult to live a life of servitude to Allah (swt) then 
remember the Last Day. If you ever think that this mission is not worth the effort and that you 
should relax and take it easy in this life then think about this Day. That Day on which we will be 
judged for each and every one of our actions. That Day on which we will be judged as to how 
well we performed in this mission that Allah (swt) has given us. 

Allah (swt) begins to describe the Day of Judgment in this ayah by saying "On the Day 
when every soul will find all that it has done of good and all that is has done of evil 
it". This is the Day when every single human soul that has ever existed will find all of the good 
that it has done and all of the evil that it has done. Every single person will find himself or herself 
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confronted with every single good deed that they have ever done and every single evil deed that 
they have ever done. Can you imagine yourself on this Day? Your good deeds and your evil 
deeds is something that you will find, you will be confronted with them. For the person who has 
done a lot of good deeds it will be like they have found a great treasure and for the person who 
has done a lot of evil deeds it will be like they are confronted by a terrible monster. There is not 
a single good deed and there is not a single evil deed that will be missing on that Day, everything 
will be recorded in a clear Book. May Allah (swt) save us from our evil deeds on that Day! 

The word that Allah (swt) uses here to describe how our deeds will appear to us is 
beautiful. It is from the same root word in Arabic as is used to describe how plants come out 
from the earth. So the usage of this word reminds us once again that we are on this world as 
farmers. In this life is where we plant our seeds, and in the Flereafter is where we will reap what 
we have sown. If what we planted was good then we will find in the Flereafter that which 
delights us and brings us joy. On the other hand if what we planted here was evil then we will 
find in the Flereafter that which causes us pain and misery. So always remember the value of the 
life of this world. Remember how precious every moment is. We are all weak and we all make 
mistakes. But try your best to remember your Lord and please Him (swt) at every moment. 

Then Allah (swt) describes the soul that has done evil by saying "it would wish that 
between it and that (evil) was a great distance". Every soul will wish that there would be a 
great distance between it and all of the evil that it has done. This is because every soul knows 
that each and every evil deed that it has done could potentially be a source of punishment for it 
on that Day. So every soul would want to get as far away as it can from all of the evil that it has 
done. Every soul would wish that there was a distance as wide as the east and the west between 
it and all of the evil that it has done. This shows how terrified we would all be of the evil that we 
have done on that Day. The only way that you can save yourself from this monster is by 
controlling your desires and trying to stay away from all that Allah (swt) has prohibited. Although 
you would be wished to be saved on that Day from the evil that you have done you will not be 
able to. Only today do you have the opportunity by staying away from such evil deeds. 
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So the lesson that we can take from this part of the ayah is that when we know that we 
will be so terrified of our evil deeds on that Day, then we must try right now to do as few evil 
deeds as possible. As the children of Adam (as), we will all commit sins. But for every moment of 
our lives, we have to try to do as few sins as possible. Whenever our desires or Shaitan prompts 
us to do an evil action, we must immediately remember this Day. We must remember that this 
evil deed will appear before us on that Day as a monster that we are terrified of. We can kill this 
monster right here in the life of this world by not doing the evil action in the first place. Insha 
Allah if we can sincerely restrain ourselves from as much evil deeds as possible, then Allah (swt) 
will forgive us whatever evil that we have done and we will not be confronted with this evil on 
the Last Day. May Allah (swt) grant us that! May Allah (swt) save us all from all of the evil that 
we have done! 

Then Allah (swt) says "and Allah warns you of Himself". Once again Allah (swt) 
warns us about Himself. Once again Allah (swt) tells us to fear Him (swt). Mawdudi tells us in his 
tafsir of this ayah how much of a Mercy it was from Allah (swt) that He (swt) reminded us to fear 
Him (swt) and to fear our evil actions. Our evil actions are the displeasure of Allah (swt), and we 
must always fear the displeasure of Allah (swt) more than anything else. How terrible would it be 
for us to be in the displeasure of Allah (swt)? For our Creator, the One Who brought us into 
existence and our Sustainer, the One Who is keeping us alive for every moment of our lives, to 
be displeased with us. How terrible would that be? For the lovers of Allah (swt) that would be the 
worst of calamites. If you love Allah (swt) then is there anything that you fear more than making 
your Beloved (swt) displeased with you? For the lovers of Allah (swt) the displeasure of Allah 
(swt) is worse than the pain of burning. But we have to remember that in addition to this there is 
also the terrible pain of the Fire that the one who has earned the displeasure of Allah might have 
to experience. So Allah (swt) is warning us against Himself, warning us against His (swt)'s 
displeasure. So that we may heed this warning and shun the actions that He (swt) is displeased 
with. May Allah (swt) help us to remember this warning and may Allah (swt) allow us to fear Him 
(swt) more than anything else! 
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In the final part of this ayah Allah (swt) says "and Allah is full of Kindness to the 
slaves". In the previous part of the ayah Allah (swt) warned us against Himself. Allah (swt) 
warned us against His (swt)'s displeasure and His (swt)'s punishment. Those who had the true 
knowledge of Allah (swt) would be terrified when they heard this warning. They may even be 
overwhelmed and paralyzed with fear. So to alleviate this fear Allah (swt) also reminds us in this 
part of the ayah that He (swt) is full of Kindness to the slaves. Allah (swt) is full of Compassion 
and Pity to the slaves. Who are the slaves you may ask? The slaves are those who dedicate their 
lives to serving Allah (swt). They are the slaves of Allah (swt) because Allah (swt) is the Master 
for all creation. All of the creation is already in a state of servitude to Allah (swt). The only 
exceptions to this rule are some of the humans and some of the jinn. These rebels turn away 
from the purpose of their creation. But the sincere ones among the human and the jinn live their 
lives in servitude of Allah (swt). Every action that they take is only an action that they do for their 
Master. It is to these slaves that Allah (swt) is full of Kindness and Compassion. It is these slaves 
that Allah (swt) blesses with nearness to Him (swt) in the life of this world, and it is these slaves 
that Allah (swt) grants the pleasures of the Garden to in the Hereafter. If you can make yourself 
from among these then you have no reason to fear because you know that Allah (swt) is full of 
kindness to them. May Allah (swt) make us among His (swt)'s dedicated servants! May Allah 
(swt) help us to realize that nothing in this world matters except the servitude of Him (swt)! 
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32. Say "If you love Allah, then follow me, Allah will love you and forgive you your 
sins, and Allah is Forgiving Merciful". 

This ayah is the last ayah of this section where Allah (swt) tells us about the conflict 
between those who stand up for the ultimate Truth and those who oppose this Truth. Allah (swt) 
told us what this ultimate Truth is in the very first ayah when He (swt) said that there is no illah 
except He (swt). There is no illah except Allah (swt). That is the ultimate Truth. The life of this 
world is nothing but a conflict between those who stand up for this Truth and those who oppose 
it and those who seek to cover it. At the end of the day there are but two sides to this conflict. In 
this ayah Allah (swt) tells us what we need to do if we want to be among those who stand up for 
this Message. He (swt) also tells us what we need to do in order to gain His (swt)'s Love. 

Allah (swt) commands the Prophet (saw) to say "If you love Allah, then follow me". 
Many people and many groups claim to love Allah (swt). The Jews claimed that they love Allah 
(swt) and that Allah (swt) loves them. They said that they were the favorites of Allah (swt) and 
that they were the children of Allah (swt). Similarly the idolaters claimed to love Allah (swt) and 
they said that they were only using their idols to become closer to Allah (swt). Similarly the 
Christians claim to love Allah (swt), and they said that all that they had to do to be accepted by 
Him (swt) was to love Him (swt). They said that they could commit all of the sins they wanted, 
and still be saved only because they loved Allah (swt). So all of these groups and all of these 
people claim that they love Allah (swt). Who cannot love Allah (swt) when He (swt) is the Creator 
of all things and the Sustainer of all things? Who cannot love Allah (swt) when He (swt) is so 
Majestic and so Perfect and so Glorious? Who cannot love Allah (swt) when He (swt) has given 
us everything that we have? So many people claim to love Allah (swt). 
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But in this ayah Allah (swt) puts a condition on the people to fulfill in order for them to 
truly demonstrate their love for Him (swt). Allah (swt) says that if you love Him (swt), then you 
must follow the Prophet (saw). If you love Allah (swt), then you must follow the Prophet (saw). 
Look at what a powerful statement this is. Allah (swt) has closed of all the doors that those who 
seek to love Him (swt) can come through except one. If you want to love Allah (swt), then the 
only way through which you can approach Him (swt) is by following the Prophet (saw). 

Now what does it mean to follow the Prophet (saw)? It means to look to him (saw) as a 
source of guidance in everything that we do. In everything that we do, in every act of servitude 
to Allah (swt), we look to the Prophet (saw) to show us how that action is done. Our whole life is 
servitude to Allah (swt), and so we look to how we live our lives by looking at the Prophet (saw) 
and how he (saw) lived his (saw)'s life. If we can do this, if we can emulate the Prophet (saw) in 
everything that we do, only then can we gain the Love of Allah (swt). So the way to attain the 
Love of Allah (swt) is to follow the Prophet in everything that we do. It is a complete and full 
emulation in every aspect of our lives. Now of course we should try to follow the Prophet (saw) 
in the way that we look and the way that we behave, but the greatest emulation that we can 
make of him (saw) is to follow him (saw) on his (saw)'s mission. To continue this effort to 
establish the Law of Allah (swt) in the land and to carry His Message to mankind. To walk his 
(saw)'s footsteps on this path of dawah and jihad. May Allah (swt) give us the ability to do that! 
May Allah (swt) enable us to emulate His (swt)'s beloved (saw) in everything that we do! 

So what will we get if we follow the Prophet (saw)? Allah (swt) says " Allah will love 
you and forgive you your sins". You love Allah (swt) because of all that He (swt) has done for 
you, but how great would it be for Allah (swt) to love you? For Allah (swt), the Lord and Master 
of this universe, for Allah (swt) the One Who created you and the One Who is keeping you alive 
at every moment, for Him (swt) to love you, how wonderful would that be? So if only you follow 
the Prophet (saw) in everything that you do, you would gain the most valuable of all treasures 
and the most wonderful of all bestowals in this entire universe. That of course is the Love of 
Allah (swt). What could be better than that? What could be a better thing to happen to you than 
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Allah (swt) loving you? So we should all strive to learn about the life of the Prophet (saw) and we 
should all strive to emulate him (saw) in every single thing that we do. From the way that we 
deal with our families to the way in which do our jobs to the way in which we work in the dawah, 
everything has to be following the example of the Prophet (saw). May Allah (swt) give us all the 
ability to put our feet in the footsteps of the Prophet (saw) and to never deviate from that path! 

Not only will we get the Love of Allah (swt) if we follow the Prophet (saw) but as we can 
see from this ayah Allah (swt) will also forgive us all of our sins. We all sin by night and day. All 
the scrolls in this earth are not enough to list all of the sins that we have done. If it were not for 
the Forgiveness and Mercy of Allah (swt), we would all be doomed to the Fire for all of these sins 
that we have done. So how desperately are we all in need of the Forgiveness of Allah (swt)? We 
are more in need of the Forgiveness of Allah (swt) than we are in need of the air that we 
breathe. That is how much we all need the Forgiveness of Allah (swt). In this ayah Allah (swt) 
promises to forgive us all of our sins if only we follow the Prophet (saw). The Prophet (saw) was 
the beloved of Allah (swt), and Allah (swt) loves those who follow His (swt)'s beloved. He (swt) 
will love such people to such an extent that He (swt) will forgive them all of the sins that they 
have done. Even though we showed utter insolence to the Law of Allah (swt) when we 
committed these sins, He (swt) will still forgive us. So what greater incentive could you want for 
following the Prophet (saw) than this? What is better than the Forgiveness of Allah (swt)? 

Finally Allah (swt) ends this ayah by reminding us all that indeed He (swt) is indeed 
Forgiving and Merciful. Some of us may doubt that Allah could forgive us all of our sins if only we 
were to follow the Prophet (saw). Some may think to themselves that they have committed so 
many sins, they may wonder if the Forgiveness of Allah (swt) is enough to cover all of their sins. 
For such people, Allah (swt) reminds them Who He (swt) IS. He (swt) is the Forgiving and the 
Merciful. No matter how many sins the son of Adam has committed, the extent and the vastness 
of the Forgiveness of Allah (swt) can still cover all of these sins. Even if your sins are an ocean 
know that the ocean of the Forgiveness of Allah (swt) is far greater. What then is preventing you 
from following the Prophet (saw) so that you can get this Forgiveness? 
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Not only is Allah (swt) Forgiving but Fie (swt) is also Merciful. So once Fie (swt) has 
forgiven you all of your sins, Fie (swt) will wrap you in His (swt)'s Mercy. In His Mercy you will 


know nothing but peace, tranquility, joy and contentment. So the lesson for us in this part of the 
ayah is that we must never underestimate the Forgiveness and Mercy of Allah (swt). No matter 
how many sins we may have done, we must always hope that Allah (swt) will forgive us all of our 
sins and grant us His (swt)'s Mercy if only we would follow the Prophet (saw) in everything that 
we do. May Allah (swt) give us the ability to do that! May Allah (swt) give us the ability to follow 
the Prophet (saw) in everything that we do! May Allah (swt) grant us His (swt) Forgiveness and 
Mercy for following His (swt)'s beloved (saw)! 

Now that we have seen the extreme importance of following the Prophet (saw) in 
everything that we do, we should also realize how important it is for all of us to learn about the 
life of the Prophet (saw). The Prophet (saw) is no longer with us, and this is indeed the greatest 
of tragedies, but we have the next best thing in the Sunnah that the Prophet (saw). By the Will 
of Allah (swt) and through the efforts of the Sahabah and the righteous scholars, the entire 
Sunnah of the Prophet (saw) has been preserved for us. So in order to follow the Prophet (saw) 
we all must make an effort to learn the Sunnah. There are thousands of books of ahadith where 
the life of the Prophet (saw) has been recorded to the finest of details. We have to read these 
books, and then for each hadith that we read we have to try and implement it in our lives. This 
may seem difficult but remember the great reward that Allah (swt) is promising you. To be 
granted the Forgiveness of Allah (swt) and to gain the Love of Allah (swt), what could be greater 
than that? May Allah (swt) grant us the knowledge of the life of His Beloved (saw)l May He (swt) 
give us the enabling grace to follow the Prophet (saw) in everything that we do! 
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33. Say "Obey Allah and the Messenger", then if they turn away then surely Allah 
does not love those who do kufr. 

In the previous ayah Allah (swt) told us that if we love Him (swt) then we should follow 
the Prophet (saw). If we follow the Prophet (saw) in everything that we do, then Allah (swt) 
promises us that He (swt) would love us and He (swt) promises us that He (swt) would forgive 
for us all of our sins. But what is the most important part of following the Prophet (saw)? Is it 
simply wearing the same kind of clothes that he (saw) wore or eating the same kind of food that 
he (saw) ate? No, rather in this ayah Allah (swt) brings our attention to that which is the most 
important part of our following the Prophet (saw) and that is unquestioned obedience. 

Allah (swt) begins this ayah by commanding the Prophet (saw) to say "Obey Allah and 
the Messenger". Obedience is the core and the essence of servitude to Allah (swt) and it is the 
core and the essence to following the Prophet (saw). This is what you need to do in order to gain 
the Love of Allah (swt) and for Him (swt) to forgive you all of your sins. When Allah (swt) tells 
you to do something, you should do it. When Allah (swt) prohibits you from something, you 
should stay away from it. Similarly when the Prophet (saw) tells you to do something you should 
do it as well, and when he (saw) prohibits you from something you should stay away from it as 
well. This is because as we know obedience to the Prophet (saw) is indeed obedience to Allah 
(swt). The Prophet (saw) never told us to do something from his (saw)'s own mind but rather 
everything that he (saw) told us to do was revelation from Allah (swt). So from this ayah we 
clearly see that just like we must obey the commands of Allah (swt) in the Quran, we must also 
obey the commands of the Prophet (saw) in the Sunnah. The scholars agree that as a source of 
legislation the Sunnah is equal to the Quran. We obey the Prophet (saw) just as we would obey 
Allah (swt) because we know that whatever the Prophet (saw) tells us to do is from Allah (swt). 
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This obedience is the key to our servitude to Allah (swt) and the key to our following of the 
Prophet (saw). It is through this obedience that we will gain the Love of Allah (swt) and the 
Forgiveness of Allah (swt), and thus be saved both in this life and the next. May Allah (swt) give 
us the enabling grace to always obey Him (swt) and always obey His (swt)'s beloved (saw) in all 
matters of our lives! 

We can also see from this part of the ayah the extreme foolishness of those who say we 
should only follow the Quran and not the Sunnah of the Prophet (saw), and even the foolishness 
of those who give the Sunnah a secondary role when compared to the Quran as a source of 
legislation. We see from this ayah that Allah (swt) clearly commands us to obey Him (swt) and 
obey the Prophet (saw) thus showing us that the Sunnah is equal to the Quran as a source of 
legislation. If Allah (swt) wanted He (swt) could have sent mankind a Book directly, but He (swt) 
chose to send His (swt)'s Book through a Messenger. This is because Allah (swt) had decreed 
that He (swt) be obeyed through His (swt)'s Book and through His (swt)'s Messenger (saw). 
Those who want to give the Sunnah a secondary role when compared to the Quran or those who 
want to remove the Sunnah completely in actuality want to destroy this Din. This is because the 
vast majority of the laws in Islam are found in the Sunnah and not in the Quran. So if you 
remove the Sunnah as a source of laws, you have already removed most of this Din. The people 
who seek to do this must be stopped at all costs. Muslims must be shown that we need to obey 
the Prophet (saw) and what he (saw) tells us in the Sunnah just as we would obey Allah (swt) in 
the Quran. May Allah (swt) help us all to realize the importance of the Sunnah in this Din! 

In the second part of this ayah Allah (swt) commands the Prophet (saw) to say, "then if 
they turn away then surely Allah does not love those who do kufr". See what powerful 
words these are. We saw in the previous part of the ayah that Allah (swt) commanded us to obey 
Him (swt) and obey the Prophet (saw). Here Allah (swt) says that whosoever turns away from 
obedience to Him (swt) and obedience to His (swt)'s Messenger (saw), then Allah (swt) does not 
love such people. Not only does Allah (swt) not love such people, but He (swt) even refers to 
them as the ones who do kufr. These are the people who know that the Prophet (saw) must be 
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obeyed just as Allah (swt) needs to be obeyed, they know it but because they want to follow 
their whims and desires they choose to cover this truth that they know. They are the ones who 
choose not to obey Allah (swt) and the Prophet (saw). How can Allah (swt) ever love such 
people? What will be the station of such people both in this life and the next when they have 
deprived themselves of the Love of Allah (swt) through their refusal to follow the Prophet (saw)? 
How will they ever achieve peace and tranquility in the life of this world? How will they ever save 
themselves from the torment of the Fire in the next world? May Allah (swt) save us from ever 
becoming like such people! May Allah (swt) enable us to follow the Sunnah of Prophet (saw) in 
everything that we do! May Allah (swt) always help us to remember that we can only worship 
and serve Him (swt) by following and obeying His (swt)'s Messenger! 

So the lesson that we can take from this part of the ayah is to realize that the commands 
and prohibitions of the Prophet (saw) in the Sunnah are just as important as the commands and 
prohibitions of Allah (swt) in the Quran. So for example the Prophet (saw) has told us in the 
Sunnah that all forms of nationalism and tribalism are forbidden. Thus we must stay away from 
all forms of nationalism and tribalism just as we would stay away from adultery or alcohol. The 
fact that this prohibition of nationalism comes only in the Sunnah and not in the Quran does not 
make it any less important. Our obedience to the Sunnah has to be equal to our obedience of 
the Quran. Just as Allah (swt) commands us in this ayah to obey Him (swt) He (swt) also 
commands us to obey His (swt)'s Messenger. So obedience to the Prophet (saw) is obedience to 
Allah (swt) and disobedience to the Prophet (saw) is disobedience to Allah (swt). Thus our 
responsibility is to obey the Prophet (saw). If we turn away from that responsibility, then we will 
be depriving ourselves of the Love of Allah (swt). There are no words to describe how great a 
calamity that would be. May Allah (swt) save us from it! 
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34. Surely Allah has chosen Adam and Nuh, and the family of Ibrahim, and the family 
of Al-Imran overall mankind. 

With this ayah Allah (swt) begins a new section of this Surah. In this section Allah (swt) 
tells about the last prophet to be sent before the Prophet (saw), and that of course is the 
prophet 'lsa(as), the son of Mariam (as). The scholars say that this section of ayahs was revealed 
when a delegation of Christians came to visit the Prophet (saw) from the area of Najran. These 
ayahs were an invitation to these Christians to accept Islam. In these ayahs Allah (swt) shows 
them how 'Isa (as) and his mother Mariam (as) were only human beings and how they do not 
deserve to be worshipped instead of Him (swt). These ayahs also show how both Isa (as) and 
Mariam (as) were righteous human beings whom all Muslims must love and respect. Thus the 
Christians can see that we as Muslims do not have the same attitude towards Isa (as) and 
Mariam (as) that the Jews had. As we know many of the Jews would falsely accuse Isa (as) and 
Mariam (as) of terrible sins because of their hatred towards them and because of their refusal to 
accept the Message of'Isa (as). We are not like these Jews. We honor and respect 'Isa (as) and 
his mother, may the peace of Allah (swt) be upon them both, but at the same time we do not 
raise to them the status of divinity which we know is reserved only for Allah (swt). So in these 
ayahs Allah (swt) begins a dawah to the Christian delegation that came to visit the Prophet (saw) 
from Najran, and at the same time He (swt) teaches us how our dawah should be to the 
Christians as well. May Allah (swt) allow us to benefit from these lessons! May Allah (swt) make 
clear the Truth and may He (swt) destroy all falsehood! 

Allah (swt) begins this ayah by saying "Surely Allah has chosen Adam and Nuh". 
Allah (swt) chose Adam (as) to be the first human being ever. Allah (swt) chose Adam (as) to be 
the father of all mankind, and to be the father of His (swt)'s beloved (saw). This was an honor 
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and a privilege for Adam (as), to be the first human being ever, to be the father of all mankind, 
and to be the father of the Prophet (saw). Similarly Allah (swt) chose Nuh (as) as well. Allah 
(swt) chose Nuh (as) to be the first messenger sent to mankind after Adam (as). Allah (swt) 
chose Nuh (as) to be the one who would carry His (swt)'s Message for over nine hundred years. 
Allah (swt) also chose Nuh (as) and the few who were with him to be saved when the great flood 
came. We know that Allah (swt) drowned all of mankind when they chose to reject the Message 
of Nuh (as). Only Nuh (as) and those few who were with him (as) did Allah (swt) choose to save 
when the great flood came. So in this part of the ayah Allah (swt) brings the attention of the 
Christians to Adam (as) and Nuh (as). The Christians knew about these two prophets very well. 
Allah (swt) shows them here how Adam (as) and Nuh (as) were two great human beings whom 
He (swt) chose. Thus the Christians can see how we as Muslims believe in and honor all of the 
prophets whom they believe in. Allah (swt) also brings their attention to how all of mankind have 
descended from these two men. Even 'Isa (as) and Mariam (as) are descendants of these two 
men. Even though Adam (as) and Nuh (as) were great men whom Allah (swt) chose, they were 
still human beings. So how then can their children be divine? 

In the second part of the ayah Allah (swt) says "and the family of Ibrahim, and the 
family of Imran over all mankind". In this part of the ayah Allah (swt) tells us that not only 
did He (swt) choose Adam (as) and Nuh (as) but He (swt) also chose the family of Ibrahim (as) 
and the family of Imran over all mankind. Now we already know that greatness of the family of 
Ibrahim (as). Ibrahim (as) lived a life of dawah and he (as) was alone for most of his life. He (as) 
traveled from land to land calling people to the Oneness of Allah (swt), but the people rejected 
him (as) and so he (as) was by himself. For most of his life, Ibrahim (as) was without child but 
because of his patience and trust in Allah (swt) and because of his striving to carry the Message 
of Allah (swt), Allah (swt) rewarded him (as) with not one but two righteous sons. And from each 
of these sons came great nations. In each of these nations there were honored prophets and 
messengers, including the Prophet (saw). Similarly Allah (swt) also honored the family of Imran. 
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The scholars say that Imran in this ayah refers to the father of Musa (as). So from the 
family of Imran came the noble messenger Musa (as) and his righteous brother Haroon (as). 
Similarly all of the children of Israil who came after Musa (as) were also from the family of 
Imran. This was the nation that was given the honor and the responsibility of carrying the 
Message of Allah (swt) to mankind before the Prophet (saw) was sent. Allah (swt) also sent this 
nation many prophets and messengers to guide them and lead them in this great mission. So 
here Allah (swt) brings the attention of the Christians to the families of Ibrahim (as) and Imran. 
By doing this Allah (swt) shows them how Isa (as) and Mariam (as) were descendants from both 
of these great families. So right here Allah (swt) shows the Christians the honor and the status of 
Isa (as) and Mariam (as). They both come from these two great families whom Allah (swt) had 
chosen to honor above all mankind. Thus the Christians can see how we as Muslims not only 
honor 'Isa (as) and Mariam (as) but we also honor the families from whom they were descended. 
But at the same time Allah (swt) also shows the Christians how 'Isa (as) and Mariam were only 
human beings. Human beings descended from other human beings. Insha Allah we will elaborate 
more on this concept in the next ayah. 

So in this ayah Allah (swt) shows us the righteousness of both of these families. An 
important part of our 'Aqeedah is that we believe in the righteousness of previous peoples. We 
know that there are many people who are evil, but at the same time we also know that people 
have the propensity in them to be good. If people submit themselves to their Creator, if people 
think of more others than themselves, if people are willing to sacrifice and be kind, then we 
believe that they have within them the capacity for great good. Compare this now with the 
Judeo-Christian beliefs. They believe that the human being is born in sin. They believe that the 
base nature of the human is evil. That is why their scriptures portray even the prophets as 
committing sins and doing evil. That is why great evil was done by the followers of these 
religions. They believe that this is how the human being is. They only learned of compassion and 
mercy from us. They only practiced compassion and mercy when they left their religions. 
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35. Children some of them from others, and Allah is Hearing Knowing. 

Allah (swt) begins "Children some of them from others". Adam (as). Nuh (as). 
Ibrahim (as). Imran. Mariam (as). 'Isa (as). Some of them are the children or the descendants of 
others of them. Allah (swt) is showing us in this part of the ayah that all of them were human 
beings and all of them, except Adam (as), were the children of other human beings. So they 
were human beings and they were the children of human beings. They all came from honored 
and noble families, and they were all righteous servants of Allah (swt). However we still have to 
remember that even though were noble and honored, there was still nothing divine about them. 
At the end of the day they were all only human beings. The fact that they are descendants of 
each of other shows that they are human beings. So how can the Christians claim that 'Isa (as) 
and Mariam (as) were divine when they can see that they were only human beings and that they 
were the children of human beings? How can someone who looks like a human, behaves like a 
human, has needs like a human, and is the descendant of countless generations of humans 
suddenly become divine? Thus we see in the first part of the ayah how Allah (swt) shows the 
Christians the foolishness of their belief. 

Then Allah (swt) ends the ayah by reminding them that "Allah is Hearing Knowing". 
Did the Christians really believe 'Isa (as) and Mariam (as) to be divine? Could they not see how 
they were human beings and how all of their ancestors were human beings? In truth many of the 
Christians, especially the clergy and the rulers, knew that there was nothing but falsehood to the 
claims that they used to make. They knew that Isa (as) and Mariam (as) were not divine. They 
knew that Allah (swt) was the One True God. They knew that only Allah (swt) was the Eternal 
and the Self-Subsisting. They knew that only Allah (swt) deserved all of the worship and all of the 
servitude. But still they made up lies about the divinity of Isa (as) and Mariam (as). They told 
their people to worship Isa (as) and Mariam (as) instead of Allah (swt). 
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Why did they do this great evil? They did it so that people would forget Allah (swt), and 
then they can control the people and impose their own laws on the people instead of the Law of 
Allah (swt). This is because when a person truly realizes Allah (swt), he knows that that he 
cannot worship any but Allah (swt) and he knows that he cannot obey any but Allah (swt). This is 
what the corrupt priests and the kings among the Christians wanted to prevent. They wanted to 
prevent their people from following the Law of Allah (swt), instead they wanted their people to 
obey them. So they told their people to worship 'Isa (as) and Mariam (as) instead of Allah (swt). 
This way they could have ruled over the people and controlled the people instead of giving 
sovereignty to Allah (swt). In this ayah Allah (swt) reminds us that He (swt) Hears all the 
falsehood and the lies that they told their people, and He (swt) Knows the evil that is in their 
hearts. These priests and kings knew all to well that 'Isa (as) and Mariam (as) were only humans, 
but they lied to their people in order to gain power in the land for themselves. Allah (swt) tells 
them in this ayah that He (swt) Hears what they said and He (swt) Knows what they did. Thus 
this ayah is a threat and an admonition to these corrupt priests and kings, the ones who claimed 
divinity for the creation even though they were certain of the contrary. Just from the fact that 
Allah (swt) mentioned in the first part of the ayah they could see that 'Isa (as) was not divine, 
but they still chose to speak this falsehood to take power for themselves. 

Now if they want to save themselves from Allah (swt) then they should tell their people 
the Truth about Isa (as) and Mariam (as). They should give up the sovereignty that they hold 
over their people and return that sovereignty to Allah (swt). They should call on their people to 
accept the Message of the Prophet (saw) because they know that this Message is the Truth from 
Allah and they know that this Message is nothing but a call to submit completely to Allah (swt). If 
they do not do this, then they should fear Allah (swt) and they should know that Allah (swt) is 
Hearing and Knowing. When they realize this they should also realize that one day soon they will 
return to Him (swt). 
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36. When the wife of 'Imran said "My Rabb, I vow to you what is in my womb, 
dedicated to your service, surely You are the Hearing, Knowing". 

With this ayah Allah (swt) begins to tell us the story of 'Isa (as). The purpose of this 
story is to show the Christians the reality and the truth of the one whom they worshipped instead 
of Allah (swt). In these ayahs Allah (swt) shows them how while Isa (as) was a noble and 
honored messenger, he (as) was still nothing but a human being. A human being who does not 
deserve to be worshipped and obeyed instead of Allah (swt), the Eternal and the Self-Subsisting. 
Allah (swt) also shows the Christians in this story how both 'Isa (as) and his mother Mariam (as) 
had completely dedicated themselves to Him (swt). Not only did they dedicate themselves 
completely to Allah (swt) but they also called others to Him (swt) as well. Their entire life was a 
life of dawah. Thus Allah (swt) shows these Christians that if they love Isa (as) and Mariam (as) 
then they should follow their example and dedicate themselves to Allah (swt) as well. 

In his tafsir of this ayah Sayyid Qutb asks us to note the Wisdom of Allah (swt) in 
attacking the Aqeedah of the Christians with a story. Allah (swt) did not simply say that'Isa (as) 
was a human and that he (as) should not be worshipped and leave it at that. But Allah (swt) 
presents for us here Isa (as)'s life story in great detail. Allah (swt) begins the story with birth of 
his mother Mariam (as) and Allah (swt) continues the story till the time when 'Isa (as) returned 
to Him (swt). This way we can know who Isa (as) really is, we can see through his story how he 
truly is a human being. Isa (as) becomes real to us in the story that Allah (swt) relates to us. So 
the fact that Isa (as) is a human is not simply an abstract idea that we have in our minds, but it 
is a fact that we know very well since we have seen the story of'Isa (as) in the Quran. This is 
the Wisdom of Allah (swt) in presenting the humanity of'Isa (as) as a story instead of simply an 
idea. Now we can truly know. 
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Allah (swt) begins this story by saying "When the wife of'Imran said". The story of 
'Isa (as) begins with his grandmother whom Allah (swt) refers to as the wife of Imran. The 
scholars say that the husband of this woman who is named in Imran is not the same Imran who 
was the father of Musa (as). Although both of these men share the same name, they actually 
lived generations apart. The Imran who is this woman's husband lived thousands of years after 
Musa (as) when the children of Israil were in Jerusalem. In his tafsir of this ayah Ibn Kathir tells 
us how the wife of Imran was a righteous woman but she did not have any children for a long 
time. So she was praying to Allah (swt) again and again to grant her a righteous child. For a long 
time her prayers was not answered but she kept on praying. She never gave up on her prayer. 
Finally Allah (swt) answered her prayers and the wife of Imran found that she was pregnant. 

Now look at what she did when her prayers were finally answered. 

She said "My Rabb, I vow to you what is in my womb". She dedicated her child 
completely to Allah (swt). Notice how she calls on Allah (swt) as her Rabb. She is acknowledging 
that Allah (swt) is her Creator, her Sustainer, her Lord and Master, and she is acknowledging that 
it is only He (swt) Who has answered her prayers. She then tells Allah (swt) that she has 
promised the child that is in her womb to Him (swt). This means that she has dedicated this child 
to serve in the way of Allah (swt). She has vowed this child to Allah (swt), it is a promise that she 
has made and she knows that she can never break a promise to Allah (swt). 

This shows us her gratitude to Allah (swt) for answering her prayers and for granting her 
the child that she had been asking for. Similarly whenever we pray to Allah (swt) for something 
in this world, then when He (swt) grants it to us we must also rush to show our gratitude and 
appreciation to Him (swt). Allah (swt) did not need to give us what we were asking for. He (swt) 
does not owe us anything, but it is only from His (swt)'s Love, Mercy and Bounty does He (swt) 
answer our prayers. So when He (swt) does answer our prayers we must be grateful. As we can 
see from the example of the wife of Imran, the best way to show gratitude to Allah (swt) is to 
dedicate what He (swt) has given us to His (swt)'s service. Whatever it is that Allah (swt) has 
given us, whether it is wealth or a healthy body or a child, we should use it to serve Him (swt). 
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Then the wife of'Imran says to Allah (swt) that her child would be "dedicated to your 
service". The wife of Imran dedicated her child to the worship and servitude of Allah (swt). The 
child would not be used at all to acquire the things of this world but rather it would a child that is 
given completely to Allah (swt). The scholars tell us how the wife of Imran had vowed that she 
would give her child to the masjid in Jerusalem, and that the child would be one of the people of 
the masjid. These were the people who spent their days in prayer, fasting, learning knowledge 
about the Din and teaching this knowledge to others. They were dedicated to worship and 
dawah. That is the life of those closest to Allah (swt) because that was the life of the Prophet 
(saw). This was the life that the wife of Imran wanted for her child. The life of those who have 
dedicated themselves to Allah (swt). A life where every moment of existence is spent purely for 
Allah (swt). This is what this righteous woman wanted for her child. This also shows how much 
she herself was dedicated and given to Allah (swt). She knew that the life of this world was 
nothing but the worship and servitude of Allah (swt) and that is what she wanted for her child. 

Now compare her attitude to what Muslims today want of their children. When our 
children are born, what are we expecting of them when they grow up? What do we see our 
children doing in the future? Do we hope that they will become doctors or engineers or 
millionaires? Do we hope that they will get all the treasures of this world? Does the fact that we 
are the worshippers and servants of Allah (swt) reflect in what we hope for from our children? 
Why do we not want our children to dedicate their lives to Allah (swt) so that they can seek His 
Pleasure as they were created to do? This is what we must hope for first and foremost for our 
children. Even if we do not hope for our children that they would spend their life in the service of 
the Din, at the very least we should ensure that they get a proper Islamic education. At the very 
least we should ensure that they learn the fundamentals of their religion. If we do not, if we 
allow them to go away from Allah (swt), then how can we ever face our Lord of the Last Day? So 
before we pray for them to be successful in this world, we first have to pray for them to be near 
to Allah (swt). May Allah (swt) give us the ability to do that! 
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Sayyid Qutb also tells us in this ayah how the word Arabic muharraranXhat Allah (swt) 
uses in this ayah does not only mean "dedicated to your service" but it also means freedom. 
Sayyid Qutb tells us how both of the meanings are present in the ayah. But how can that be? 
How can you dedicate a child to a life of servitude to Allah (swt) and then also say that the child 
is free? This is because when you are the slave of Allah (swt) that is when you are truly free. 

True freedom comes from fulfilling the purpose of your creation. True freedom comes from being 
dedicated to Allah (swt), Who is the Real and the True. That is when you are truly free. Because 
if you are not going to be a slave of Allah (swt), then you are going to be a slave of something 
else. A slave of your desires or a slave of wealth or a slave of power or a slave of some other 
human being. All of these are illusions and mere chattels when compared to the Reality and 
Sublimity of Allah (swt). The only one who is truly free is the slave of Allah (swt). Such a person 
does not live for the creation and such a person does not serve the creation, but such a person is 
dedicated to the Creator of all creation. So when the wife of Imran dedicated her child to a life of 
worship and servitude to Allah (swt), she dedicated her child to a life of complete freedom. 

In the final part of this ayah the wife of Imran says to her Lord, "surely You are the 
Hearing, Knowing". She acknowledges that Allah (swt) is the One Who will Hear her prayer 
and that He (swt) is the One Who knows the sincerity that is in her heart. She knows that Allah 
(swt) Hears her words and that He (swt) Knows her sacrifice. Notice the emphasis in the ayah 
with which she calls out to Allah (swt) with these Names. Her knowledge of her Lord, her 
realization of His (swt)'s absolute perfection in His Names and attributes is how she draws closer 
to Him (swt). She knows that there is absolutely no doubt in the fact that there is this Being Who 
Hears her words and Who Knows her efforts and her sacrifice. We also must come to the 
realization that she did. When we say that we are going to dedicate our lives to Allah (swt), and 
when we say that we are going to give everything that we have wholly for Him (swt), then we 
should know that He (swt) Hears our words and that He (swt) Knows the sincerity to Him (swt) 
that is in our hearts. 
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37. Then when she delivered her she said "My Rabb, I have delivered a female child", 
and Allah Knows best what she delivered, and the male is not like the female. "I will 
name her Mariam, and I seek refuge with You for her and her offspring from Shaitan 
the rejected". 

We saw in the previous ayah how the wife of Imran prayed to Allah (swt) for a long time 
to grant her a righteous child. When Allah (swt) finally answered her prayers, she promised Him 
(swt) that she would dedicate her child to a life of worship and servitude to Him (swt). She 
promised Allah (swt) that she would give her child to the masjid in Jerusalem to be among those 
who worshipped Allah (swt), sought knowledge and taught the people the Din. She did this act 
sincerely for the sake of Allah (swt) and she knew that He (swt) Heard her words and that He 
(swt) Knew her sincerity. 

Allah (swt) begins by saying "Then when she delivered her she said "My Rabb, I 
have delivered a female child". The wife of Imran had been hoping for a male child because 
at that time only men were allowed to serve in the masjid. Now when she gave birth to a female 
child she was utterly shocked and dismayed. She wondered how Allah (swt) could give her a 
female child after the promise that she had made. She knew that Allah (swt) Knew her intentions 
and she knew that He (swt) Knew that only men could serve at the masjid, so she was utterly 
shocked when she gave birth to a female child. She wondered why Allah (swt) would giver her a 
female child after the intention that she had made. She might even have thought that perhaps 
Allah (swt) was not pleased with her or that perhaps He (swt) would not accept her offering. So 
she cried out to Allah (swt) in desperation and said to Him (swt) "My Rabb, I have delivered a 
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female child". Notice the closeness to Allah (swt) that is in her words. It is almost as if she is 
having a private conversation with Allah (swt). She cries out to Allah (swt) as if He (swt) was a 
close companion and a near friend, One Who was very close to her. She cries out to Allah (swt) 
with words that she probably never uttered to anyone else. She knew that Allah (swt) is the One 
Who is the closest to her and that she should never turn in her time of need to anyone else. So 
with these words the wife of Imran demonstrates how Muslims should complain of their 
difficulties only to Allah (swt), how Muslims should always seek that nearness to Allah (swt). 

Allah (swt) is the One Who is always with us, and He (swt) is the One Who Knows about all of 
our sufferings and our difficulties, and He (swt) is the One Who can alleviate our sufferings and 
remove our difficulties. So why should we turn to any but Him (swt). Why should we complain 
about our difficulties to any but He (swt)? So in this part of the ayah we see that the wife of 
Imran calls out to Allah (swt) and tells Him (swt) of the desperateness of her situation. 

This part of the ayah is also an evidence against those who say that Allah (swt) literally is 
"in the heavens above". Notice how the wife of Imran calls on Allah (swt), she calls on Him (swt) 
as if He (swt) is very near. If you notice in the Quran whenever Allah (swt) calls on the people 
He (swt) uses the Arabic word yaa which is used when calling someone from a distance but 
whenever the righteous call on Allah (swt) they never use this word. This shows that the distance 
between Allah (swt) and the creation is not a physical distance like there is between one creation 
and another. Rather Allah (swt) is close to us when we think of Him (swt) and He (swt) is distant 
from us when we are heedless of Him (swt). We cannot fully comprehend how this is so because 
of the limitations of our mind. Our limited minds cannot fully comprehend the Essence of our 
Lord. But what we can be certain of is that if we try to please Him (swt), then we will find Him 
(swt) to be very near. Not sitting high up somewhere on a throne like the deviants claim! 

Another lesson that we can take from this part of the ayah is to realize that Allah (swt) 
may not always answer our dua exactly as we may want Him (swt) to. Sometimes Allah (swt) 
may give us something that is different from what we asked for. We may not realize it at that 
time but what Allah (swt) has given us instead may actually be better than what we were asking 
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for. So we should always be content with whatever Allah (swt) has given us and we should 
always remember that He (swt) Knows what is best for us more than we do! 

In response to her plea, Allah (swt) says, "Allah Knows best what she delivered, 
and the male is not like the female". This part of the ayah is both a response to her plea and 
a statement that Allah (swt) makes for us. First Allah (swt) tells her that He (swt) Knows best 
what she delivered. Allah (swt) Knows that He (swt) gave her a female child when she was 
expecting a male child. Allah (swt) also Knows that the male is not like the female. Allah (swt) 
Knows that only males are allowed to serve in the masjid. Allah (swt) also Knows that there are 
advantages to being male when it comes to living a life of servitude in the masjid. For example 
the awra or the area of the body to be covered by clothes is much less for men than it is women, 
men are also physically stronger than women, and men do not go through monthly courses like 
women do. These are all ways in which men are better suited than women to live a life of 
servitude to Allah (swt) in the masjid. Allah (swt) Knows all of this, but He (swt) still chose for 
the wife of Imran to give birth to a female child instead of a male child. So there was a very good 
reason why Allah (swt) chose for her a female child instead of a male child. Even though we 
could list several reasons why it would have better for her to have a male child, Allah (swt) 

Knows that it was best for her to have a female child. Allah (swt) Knows that the female child 
that she had was indeed much better than any male child she could ever have. Allah (swt) tells 
this fact to her, and He (swt) tells it to us as well. 

Once the wife of Imran realized that there was a good reason why Allah (swt) had chose 
for her a female child, she ceased all her complaints. She submitted completely to the Decree of 
Allah (swt). She knew that Allah (swt) was her Lord and that He (swt) Knows much better. When 
she realized this fact, she was even pleased with the female child that Allah (swt) had given her. 
Allah (swt) then tells us how she said "I will name her Mariam". Mariam was the name that 
she chose for this blessed child. This child would grow to be the greatest woman who had ever 
lived. Of all of the women who have ever lived in this world, Mariam (as) was the best 
worshipper and servant of Allah (swt), and so she was the greatest of all women. Even the name 


144 



''Mariam" means the one who is committed to the worship of Allah (swt). The measure of any 
human being is only in their nearness to Allah (swt). So Mariam (as) was the best because she 
truly dedicated all of her time to Allah (swt). She gave herself completely to Allah (swt) in 
everything that she did. 

We can see from this ayah that one of the reasons why Mariam (as) became so righteous 
was because she had a righteous mother. She had a mother who was very close to Allah (swt). 
She had a mother who promised to give her child, the thing that any mother would love the 
most, completely to Allah (swt). So similarly if we want our children to be righteous, we ourselves 
have to try our best to be righteous as well. If we are those whom Allah (swt) is pleased with, 
then He (swt) will take care of our children even when are not there for them. Allah (swt) will 
guide our children to Him (swt) if we are among those whom He (swt) is pleased with. So when 
you are striving over the course of your life to be a righteous servant of Allah (swt), then 
remember that it is not only for yourself that you strive but you also strive for the salvation of 
your children. Remember that even from a very young age children mimic the thinking and the 
behavior of their parents. Your child observes carefully everything that you say, everything that 
you do, and even the way in which you think. So what kind of an example are you setting for 
your children if you miss your Salah or if you yell at your spouse or if you watch pornographic 
movies? How do you expect Allah (swt) to guide your children when you yourself are doing the 
actions that are displeasing to Him (swt)? If such is your situation then you will not only be 
responsible for our own misguidance but even that of your children as well. May Allah (swt) save 
us from that! May Allah (swt) make us among those whom He (swt) is pleased with and may He 
(swt) make our children among those whom He (swt) is pleased with as well! 

Finally the wife of Imran ends her prayer to Allah (swt) by saying "I seek refuge with 
You for her and her offspring from Shaitan the rejected". Notice here that she does not 
pray for her daughter to be beautiful or for her daughter to be intelligent or her daughter to be 
wealthy. She only prays to Allah (swt) to protect Mariam (as) and her children from Shaitan. 

What is more important in asking Allah (swt) for than this? We all know that from the moment 
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our children are born they have an enemy that will stop at nothing in trying to lead them to the 
Fire. So we should all seek refuge in Allah (swt) with our children from this accursed creature. 
The human being is very forgetful and the human being is very weak. At any moment Shaitan 
can come and make him do an action that is displeasing to Allah (swt) or make him think a 
thought that is displeasing to Allah (swt). Only by seeking refuge in Allah (swt) can the human 
being save himself from this enemy. That is why the first thing that Mariam (as)'s mother asks 
for her daughter is for Allah (swt) to protect her and her children from this devil. Look at the 
wisdom and the insight and the nearness to Allah (swt) that this woman had. Even before her 
child was born, even before her grandchildren were born, she first and foremost sought 
protection in Allah (swt) for them from the accursed devil. She knew that there was no greater 
danger for her children than Shaitan and she knew that there was no better protection against 
this danger than Allah (swt). She knew that the devil flees from all those who are close to their 
Lord. We know that Allah (swt) did indeed answer her prayer. Both Mariam (as) and 'Isa (as) 
were the most pious of human beings. Never did they do any action that was at all displeasing to 
Allah (swt) in any way. This was because they were under the Protection of the One Who 
protects all who seek it from Him (swt). He (swt) is Who we must turn to as well. Both for us and 
for all of our children. May Allah (swt) save our children and us from our avowed enemy! 

One lesson that we can take from this ayah is to realize the great wisdom in the 
statement of Allah (swt) when He (swt) says "the male is not like the female". Men and 
women are not the same, they are different. This is a fact that many people in the West seem to 
have forgotten. They would like to think that men and women are the same in every way. They 
think in such a way even though such thinking totally contradicts the reality. Not only do men 
and women have different bodies but even their emotions and their temperaments are different. 
Allah (swt) has created the man and He (swt) has created the woman and He (swt) has assigned 
each a place in the Muslim society. To say that they are the same goes against the reality and it 
also goes against what is pleasing to Allah (swt). When you think that men and women are the 
same that is when you start seeing women doing the job of men and you see men doing the job 
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of women. It is also when you start to see the abomination of homosexuality start to appear in 
the society. In order to protect ourselves from this we have to remember what Allah (swt) says in 
this ayah. We have to remind ourselves that men and women are not the same. Once we come 
to this realization then we have to implement this knowledge in our lives. Men should be in the 
role that Allah (swt) has given for them and they should not make themselves look or behave like 
women. Similarly women should be in role that Allah (swt) has given them and they should not 
make themselves look or behave like women. Each of us should do our part to serve our Lord 
and Master and we should not take the role that was given for the other. The role of the man is 
to provide for the family and the role of the woman is to look after the family at home. Both of 
these roles are equally important and both of these roles can bring great reward from Allah (swt) 
if they are done with sincerity and excellence. But we have to always remind ourselves that men 
and women are very different. The distinction must always be made and the separation must 
always be present. May Allah (swt) give us the enabling grace to live up to this ideal! May Allah 
(swt) help us to understand His (swt)'s words and implement them in our lives! 

Furthermore our sisters should never feel ashamed at the role that they have been given 
and they should never think that they are in any way less than men. Just because our sisters 
have been given a role that is different from our brothers that does not in any way make what 
they do any less important. In fact many would argue that the role of sisters is even more 
important than that of brothers. They are the ones who look after children and bring up the next 
generation of this Ummah. How important is it for young children to have a parent at their side 
to nurture them, to teach them, to discipline them and to be their companion? This is far more 
important than whatever trade or employment that brothers may do which at best only brings 
some money for food. But when it comes to dawah and jihad, when it comes to calling the 
people to Allah (swt) which is the primary responsibility of every Muslim, then brothers and 
sisters are equal in this responsibility. They both have the task of learning the Din and teaching it 
to others. Allah (swt) has always honored women in this Din. These very ayahs are a testament. 
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38. So her Rabb accepted her with a good acceptance, and made her grow a good 
growing, and made Zakariya her guardian, whenever Zakariya visited her in the 
sanctuary he found her with sustenance, he said "O Mariam, from where does this 
come to you?". She said, "This is from Allah. Surely Allah provides for whom He 
pleases without measure". 

So the wife of Imran accepted the fact that she had a girl and not a boy. She knew that 
Allah (swt) Knows best and she knew that He (swt) had a reason for giving her a daughter and 
not a son. So even though she had a daughter, she gave this child to Allah (swt) as she had 
promised to do. Even though it was more difficult for her, she still tried her best to fulfill the vow 
that she had made. This is how we must be as well, we must always try to make the best of 
every situation that we are in. We always have to remember that this world is not perfect, and 
everything is not going to happen the way that we want it to. But whatever happens, we always 
have to try to make the best of the situation that we are in and we have to try our best to always 
worship and serve Allah (swt) with whatever it is that we have been given. So the wife of Imran 
had wanted desperately to have a son and she wanted to offer that boy to a life of worship in the 
masjid, but instead Allah (swt) had given her a daughter. Now instead of crying and complaining, 
once she realized that Allah (swt) wanted her to have a daughter, she made the best of the 
situation that she was in and she offered her daughter for that role nonetheless. She did not say 
to herself that since she had a girl and not a boy, then she can keep that girl for herself and not 
give her to the masjid. Rather she went to the masjid and she pleaded with the caretakers of the 
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masjid to allow Mariam (as) to be among those dedicated to worship in the masjid. The scholars 
say that her husband Imran had been the Imam of the masjid but he had passed away while his 
wife was pregnant with Mariam. So the caretakers of the masjid gave special consideration for 
the wife of Imran and they agreed to her request. They allowed Mariam (as) to be among the 
people of the masjid even though that role was usually reserved for men. Thus because of her 
sincerity to Allah (swt) and her dedication in trying to carry out the vow that she had made, Allah 
(swt) made matters easy for her and she was able to fulfill her promise even though she had a 
daughter and not a son. So we also must remember that our purpose in life is to worship and 
serve Allah (swt), whatever situation we find ourselves in we always have to try our best to 
achieve our purpose. Allah (swt) begins this ayah by saying "So her Rabb accepted her with 
a good acceptance". Allah (swt) accepted the offering of Mariam (as) that her mother had 
made. Allah (swt) accepted her with a good acceptance. This means Allah (swt) gave the wife of 
Imran the full reward for the offering that she made. Allah (swt) gave her the best of rewards 
both in this life and the next. When you strive with sincerity to serve Allah (swt) to the best of 
your ability, then you can be sure that Allah (swt) will accept your deeds with a good acceptance. 
When you are true to Allah (swt), then you can be sure that He (swt) will be true to you as well. 
What is the reward for sincerity except sincerity? Allah (swt) will reward you both in this life and 
the next. In this life, Allah (swt) will grant you nearness to Him (swt) and make you among His 
(swt)'s chosen servants. Allah (swt) will guide you to the actions that are pleasing to Him (swt) 
and He (swt) will make such actions easy for you. Allah (swt) will also give you the peace and 
tranquility that comes from knowing Him (swt) and from knowing that He (swt) is always with 
you. In the Hereafter, Allah (swt) will grant you the pleasures and the bliss of the Garden, and 
He (swt) will tell you that He (swt) is pleased with you, and He (swt) will allow you to gaze upon 
Him (swt). What could be better than this? This is the supreme reward, the greatest happiness, 
the ultimate fulfillment and the best of victories. This is your reward if Allah (swt) accepts your 
actions with a good acceptance just as He (swt) had accepted Mariam (as) from the wife of 
Imran. 
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Then Allah (swt) tells us how He (swt) "made her grow a good growing". This is in 
reference to Mariam (as). Allah (swt) made her grow a good growing. This means that Allah 
(swt) raised up this blessed child in a good way. Allah (swt) taught her knowledge of the Din, 
knowledge of Himself (swt) and knowledge of how to please Him (swt). Allah (swt) also made 
her remember Him (swt) much and pray to Him (swt) much. Throughout her life Mariam (as) 
was given to prayer and fasting. She would fast in the days and she would pray in the nights. 
Allah (swt) also placed her in the company of the righteous so that she would learn good conduct 
and manners from them. Allah (swt) also protected her from all sin and indecency. He (swt) 
ordained that she lived a pure life and that no man ever touch her. Allah (swt) also protected her 
from Shaitan and from all the diseases of the heart. So she did not have any hatred or jealousy 
or niggardliness or hopelessness or misery. She never became lazy or complacent or self-content 
with herself but rather she always strove to worship Allah (swt) more and more. In all of these 
ways did Allah (swt) make Mariam (as) grow up a good growing. May Allah (swt) raise our 
children in the same way! 

The scholars tell us that Mariam (as) was given a separate apartment in the masjid, and 
that she would spend her days and nights in prayer and worship to Allah (swt). Just imagine to 
yourself the kind of life that she must have lived. She was in a small room and throughout the 
day and throughout the night all that she would ever do was pray to Allah (swt). Can you ever 
imagine yourself living like this? Today we complain about our five daily prayers as being too 
much worship that we have been asked to do, but look at Mariam (as) and how she prayed to 
Allah (swt) all day and all night. Now we are not saying that we should be like Mariam (as) as 
well and pray all day long in the masjid. Allah (swt) has been Merciful and Bountiful to us and He 
(swt) has allowed to seek of this world, and He (swt) has even allowed us to enjoy some things 
of this world as long as we perform all of our obligations to Him (swt) and as long as we stay 
away from what He (swt) forbidden. But knowing the kind of life that Mariam (as) lived, the kind 
of life that she happily lived because she was so devoted to Allah (swt), then how can we ever 
complain about our prayers and our ibadah to Allah (swt) being too much. This young girl 
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probably spend at least eighteen hours of her day in prayer to Allah (swt), can we then not 
spend a few hours at least? Especially the sisters in our Ummah can take an example from 
Mariam (as) whom Allah (swt) has said is the best of women to ever walk the face of the earth. 
All of our sisters need to be aware of Shaitan and how he will come to take them away from 
Allah (swt). Shaitan will come to them and tell them that they need to go out into the world and 
be among the men, to get a job and seek of the wealth and riches of the world and to be 
independent and assertive. So if you are a sister then see how far is the life that Shaitan is calling 
you to when compared to the life that Mariam (as) lived. Know that the best life for you, the life 
that Allah (swt) is most pleased with you leading, is that of a housewife who looks after and 
nurtures the future generations of this Ummah. May Allah (swt) help us all to find our place in 
life! May Allah (swt) help us all to always remember that we were created to worship Him (swt)! 

Then Allah (swt) says "and made Zakariya her guardian". Most of the scholars say 
that Zakariya (as) was most likely the maternal uncle of Mariam (as). He (as) was a noble 
prophet and a righteous man and he (as) was the one whom Allah (swt) chose to be the 
guardian of Mariam (as). So we can see from this part of the ayah itself how Allah (swt) is taking 
care of Mariam (as). Allah (swt) placed her under the care of one of His (swt)'s own prophets. 
We know that the prophets of Allah (swt) are incapable of committing sins and we know that 
they never fail in the duty that they have been given. The Arabic word kafala that Allah (swt) 
uses here gives the meaning that Zakariya (as) was given complete responsibility over her. No 
one else was even allowed to come near her in the masjid except he (as). Thus Allah (swt) 
ensured that Mariam (as) would be protected and that no harm whatsoever would come to her 
by placing her under the care of Zakariya (as). 

In the next part of the ayah Allah (swt) says "whenever Zakariya visited her in the 
sanctuary he found her with sustenance". As we mentioned, Mariam (as) had a special 
apartment in the masjid that was only for her. As per the rules of Islam she was separated from 
all the other men in the masjid. Only her uncle Zakariya (as) was allowed to visit her in this 
sanctuary. Here Allah (swt) tells us how whenever Zakariya (as) visited Mariam (as) in this 


151 



sanctuary he (as) always found her having sustenance. The scholars say that she would have the 
fruits of the summer during the winter and the fruits of the winter during the summer. Now 
Zakariya (as) knew that she never went out to the market, and that she did not have anyone to 
go out for her, and he (as) knew that no one else would come into her room except he (as). So 
he (as) wondered as to where all these fruits and food came from. How could a young girl who 
was alone in a room that no other human being had access to get so much sustenance? So 
Zakariya (as) asked her "O Mariam, from where does this come to you?". Zakariya (as) 
saw all these wonderful and delicious fruits and foods in the sanctuary of Mariam (as) and he 
asked with wonderment as to where all of this sustenance came from. 

Mariam (as) replied by saying "This is from Allah". This food that she was being 
provided with was from Allah (swt). The scholars say that the angels themselves would bring the 
food and the fruits down to Mariam (as). Because she was a devout worshipper of Allah (swt), 
Allah (swt) loved her and provided her with all the sustenance and provisions that she could 
need. Allah (swt) rewarded her for her piety in this world as well by giving her the best of foods. 
When Allah (swt) is pleased with a servant then He (swt) gives them reward in this world as well. 
So we see that Mariam (as) was being provided with the best of foods, and all that she did to 
receive it was spend her days in worship of Allah (swt). She did not need to toil in the fields, she 
did not need to steal or hurt anyone, she did not take usury or cheat people, she did not need to 
do any of the actions that are displeasing to Allah (swt). All that she did was what her Lord 
created her to do and for that she was provided with the best of foods. She was being provided 
for by Allah (swt), and He (swt) is the Best of Providers. Allah (swt) provided her with the very 
best because of her piety and her devout worship to Him (swt). How excellent is the Provider, 
how excellent is the provision, and how excellent is the one being provided to? Mariam (as) 
devoted her life to worshipping Allah (swt) and because of this she was provided for with the 
best of provisions. So we also must trust in Allah (swt) and know that He (swt) will provide us 
with the best of provisions if only we dedicate our lives to serving Him (swt). 
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Then she (as) said "Surely Allah provides for whom He pleases without 


measure". Allah (swt) is the One Who provides without measure to the ones whom He (swt) is 
pleased with. Allah (swt) owns all of the treasures of the heavens and the earth, and He (swt) 
can provide without limit to the ones whom He (swt) is pleased with. How many Muslims today 
have forgotten the meaning of this? How many Muslims today would commit the actions that 
Allah (swt) has forbidden only to get the provisions of this world? How could they have forgotten 
that Allah (swt) is the only Provider and that He (swt) will provide for them without measure if 
only they would please Him (swt)? So we should never fear losing the provisions of this world, 
we should always remember that Allah (swt) is our Creator and our Sustainer, and as long as we 
are performing the role for which He (swt) created us then He (swt) will always provide for us. 
Allah (swt) created us to worship and serve Him (swt), and we would not be able to perform that 
task if we are not given provisions and sustenance, so why should not Allah (swt) provide us with 
sustenance if we sincerely worship and serve Him (swt)? So we should never fear losing the 
provisions of this world rather we should know that as long as we are sincerely worshipping and 
serving Allah (swt), then He (swt) will provide for us and that He (swt) will take care of us. Not 
only will Allah (swt) provide for us all that we need, but He (swt) will also provide for us more 
than what we need. This is because when Allah (swt) is pleased with us, and when He (swt) 
wants to provide for us, then there is no limit to how much He (swt) can provide for us. As Allah 
(swt) tells us in this ayah He (swt) is the One Who provides without measure. So when Allah 
(swt) is providing for us, He (swt) is not counting how much He (swt) is giving us but rather He 
(swt) gives us more and more without measure or limit. So why then do you not want to please 
Allah (swt) when you know that He (swt) can provide you with so much? Just as Allah (swt) 
provided for Mariam (as) the best of fruits and foods because she worshipped Him (swt) 
sincerely, Allah (swt) will also provide for you from the best if you sincerely worship and serve 
Him (swt) and serve His (swt)'s Din. May Allah (swt) always help us to remember that He (swt) is 
the Best of Providers and may Allah (swt) enable us to always seek our sustenance from only 
Him (swt)! 
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39. There did Zakariya make dua to his Rabb, he said "My Rabb bestow upon me from 
You pure offspring. Surely You are the Hearer of Duas". 

In the previous ayah we saw how Allah (swt) placed Zakariya (as) as a guardian over 
Mariam (as). We saw how Mariam (as) grew up as a righteous and devoted servant of Allah (swt) 
under the care of Zakariya (as). We saw how she spent her days in the worship and 
remembrance of Allah (swt). We also saw how Allah (swt) provided her with the best of 
provisions because she had dedicated herself to Him (swt). Now when Zakariya (as) saw such a 
righteous child in Mariam (as), when he (as) saw all of the good that Allah (swt) had bestowed 
on her, he (as) longed for a child of his own like her. The narrations tell us that Zakariya (as) 
himself had been without child because his wife had been barren throughout her life. Now this 
noble prophet and his righteous wife had both reached old age and they did not have any 
children. This ayah is about the prayer that Zakariya (as) made. 

Allah (swt) begins this ayah by saying "There did Zakariya make dua to his Rabb". 
The scholars say that when Zakariya (as) saw all the provisions and sustenance that Allah (swt) 
had given to Mariam (as), he (as) remembered how Generous and Bountiful Allah (swt) IS. 
Zakariya (as) realized that Allah (swt) was the One Who gave without measure to those whom 
He (swt) was pleased with. So at that moment when Zakariya (as) saw Mariam (as) being 
provided with all the food and sustenance, that was when he (as) prayed to Allah (swt) for that 
thing of this world which he (as) yearned for the most. 

Zakariya (as) said "My Rabb bestow upon me from You pure offspring". First 
notice that Zakariya (as) refers to Allah (swt) as "My Rabb". The title of "Rabb" is the one that is 
used the most frequently in the duas that are made in the Quran. By referring to Allah (swt) with 
this title not only does Zakariya (as) acknowledge that Allah (swt) is his Creator and Sustainer as 



well as Lord and Master, but he (as) also acknowledges that Allah (swt) is the One with all of the 
Power and all of the Ability and he (as) also acknowledges his own weakness and inability. Thus 
just by referring to Allah (swt) with this title, Zakariya (as) acknowledges that Allah (swt) is the 
only One Who can answer his prayer. So whenever we pray to Allah (swt), we should also strive 
to refer to Allah (swt) with this title. 

Now let us look at the prayer that this noble prophet of Allah (swt) makes. What does 
Zakariya (as) ask Allah (swt) for? Does he (as) ask Allah (swt) for wealth and riches? Does he 
(as) ask Allah (swt) for power and authority? No rather Zakariya (as) asks Allah (swt) for a pure 
child. We all desire children, but most of us desire children because we hope that they will 
support us in some way or we hope that they will carry on our family line and traditions. But the 
prophets of Allah (swt) and the ones who are close to Him (swt) want children for a far greater 
and more important reason. They know that Allah (swt) created them to worship and serve Him 
(swt), so they want children who will also fulfill the purpose of their existence like they have. So 
Zakariya (as) wanted a child who will be righteous and who will be a dedicated servant of Allah 
(swt) like he (as) was. That is why Zakariya (as) does not simply ask Allah (swt) for a child, but 
he (as) asks Allah (swt) for a pure child. A child that is pure of all sins and pure of all the 
personality traits that are displeasing to Allah (swt). That is also why he (as) made this dua after 
he (as) saw Mariam (as). At the time of Zakariya (as) the children of Israil has become decadent 
and corrupt. The vast majority of them engaged in all kinds of sins and they had forgotten the 
purpose of their existence. So it must have hurt Zakariya (as), a righteous man and prophet of 
Allah (swt), to see so much evil around him (as). But then when he (as) saw Mariam (as), a 
young girl devoted to prayer and worship, untouched by all of the evils of the society around her, 
he (as) wanted a child of his own like her. He realized that even in an environment of darkness 
there can be beacons of light. That is why he (as) calls out to Allah (swt) and asks Him (swt) to 
grant him (as) a righteous child. All that Zakariya (as) wanted in life was to please Allah (swt). 
And he (as) knew that one of the best ways in which to do this was through a righteous child. 
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The scholars say that yet another reason why Zakariya (as) wanted a righteous child is 
because he feared there would be no one left to teach his people and guide them to Allah (swt) 
after him (as). As we said, the children of Israil had become a very corrupt and decadent people. 
So Zakariya (as) feared that he would not be able to find anybody who will be able to carry on 
his task of guiding his people to Allah (swt). That was why he wanted a righteous child who can 
carry on his work of calling the people to Allah (swt). So we can see that although Zakariya (as) 
wanted a child, he did not want a child for his own personal benefit but he (as) wanted a child 
that would continue to worship and serve Allah (swt) after him (as). A child that would continue 
to call the people to Allah (swt) after him (as). So even when we ask help of Allah (swt) we have 
to ask Him (swt) to help us to please Him (swt) and not to please ourselves. Everything that we 
do must only be to please Allah (swt). This was the way of the prophets who we try to emulate. 

Notice also that when Zakariya (as) asks Allah (swt) to grant him a pure child, he (as) 
says that the child is "from You". Here Zakariya (as) acknowledges that the child that he (as) is 
asking for is only from Allah (swt). Allah (swt) is the only One Who can grant life, so all children 
come from Him (swt). Allah (swt) is the One Who has created each and every single soul and it is 
He (swt) Who commands the angel to place that soul into the womb of a mother. So when we 
look at our children, and we find the comfort of our eyes in them, we must always remember the 
One Who gave us those children. Our children are a blessing and a gift from Allah (swt). We 
must never think that we have these children because of something that we did but rather we 
always must remember that it was our Lord Who gave them to us. 

Finally Zakariya (as) ends this prayer by saying to Allah (swt) "Surely You are the 
Hearer of Duas". As Zakariya (as) makes his prayer, he (as) acknowledges that Allah (swt) is 
the One Who answers all prayers. This is a fact that we must always bear in mind as well. There 
is not a single dua that you can make which Allah (swt) will not hear, He (swt) hears the prayer 
of every supplicant who calls on Him (swt). He (swt) Hears the prayers of the kings ad He (swt) 
hears the prayers of the beggars. He (swt) Hears the prayers of the strong and the prayers of 
the weak. He (swt) Hears the prayers of the young and He (swt) hears prayers of the old. He 
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(swt) even hears the prayers of the oppressed and troubled who are not Muslim, so what then is 


preventing you from making dua? See from this ayah that Allah (swt) is the Hearer of Duas. This 
is one of His (swt)'s Names and Zakariya (as) emphasizes this fact in this ayah. So realize this 
Name of your Lord and build a relationship with Him (swt) through this Name. Seek to come 
closer to Him (swt) through your dua. If you call on Allah (swt) when you are alone in your room 
and in the darkness of night, you can be sure that He (swt) will Hear your prayer clearly. He 
(swt) is the Hearer of Duas, this means He (swt) Hears all prayers. So what then is holding you 
back from making dua to Allah (swt)? We are all so desperately in need to Allah (swt) for 
everything that we have. So think now about what it is that you need and ask that of your Lord. 
Even if you have everything that you need, you should still make dua to Allah (swt) to keep you 
on the Straight Path and to protect you from deviating away from Him (swt). You should still ask 
Allah (swt) for Forgiveness for all of the sins that you have done. You should also ask Allah (swt) 
to save your family and to save this Ummah as well. This Ummah is desperately in need of your 
dua to save her from the enemies that are trying to destroy her. Ask Allah (swt) to save this 
Ummah. Ask Allah (swt) to bring back the Islamic State. Ask Allah (swt) to guide the good and 
sincere people in this world. Make as much dua as you can, and do not be cheap in your dua. 
Always remember that Allah (swt) is the Hearer of Duas. 

Also do not ever think that Allah (swt) will not answer your dua. Do not think that you 
are too sinful or evil for Allah (swt) to hear your dua. Allah (swt) even responded to the dua of 
Iblis when he called out to Him (swt) to grant him respite till the Day of Judgment. How then can 
Allah (swt) not answer your dua? Of course if you are doing the actions that are displeasing to 
Allah (swt) then you must try your best to stop because sins can be an impediment to your dua. 
But at the same time do not let Shaitan take you away from this noble act of worship by making 
you think that Allah (swt) would never answer your prayer. Rather call out to your Lord more and 
more and remember this Name of His (swt). How can you not call out to Him (swt) when you 
know that this is one of His (swt)'s very Names? May Allah (swt) help us to realize this Name and 
implement it in our lives! 
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40. Then the angels called to him while he was standing for prayer in his chamber of 
worship, "Surely Allah gives you the good news of Yahya, confirming a Word from 
Allah, a leader, chaste, and a prophet from the righteous" 

In the previous ayah we saw Zakariya (as) make dua to Allah (swt) to grant him (as) a 
pure and righteous child. In this ayah we see how Allah (swt) has answered that dua. When you 
make dua to Allah (swt) and you are sincere in your dua, then you can be sure that Allah (swt) 
will answer your prayer. Always remember that the purpose of your existence on this earth is the 
worship and servitude of Allah (swt). Even the prayers that you make must be for what will help 
you to accomplish this purpose. So make as much dua as you can, always remember that even 
you act of making dua is an act of worship for which you will be rewarded. How many are the 
Fridays, and the Ramadans, and late hours of the nights that have passed us by without us 
making dua in them? May Allah (swt) forgive us! In this ayah we see how beautifully Allah (swt) 
answered the dua of Zakariya (as). Not only did Allah (swt) give him (as) all that he had asked 
for but Allah (swt) even gave him (as) more than he (as) asked for. May Allah (swt) surprise us 
as well by answering our prayers in ways even better than how we imagined them to be! 

Allah (swt) begins this ayah by saying "Then the angels called to him while he was 
standing for prayer in his chamber of worship". The first benefit that we can take from this 
ayah is to notice the word fa with which Allah (swt) begins this ayah. As we have mentioned the 
word "fa"\s often used for causation and it is similar to the English word "so" or "then". This 
word thus shows us that because Zakariya (as) made the dua, that is why Allah (swt) answered 
it. There is a direct relationship between the dua and the answer, the answer only came because 
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the dua was made. So the benefit for us here is to see that our duas will only be answered if we 
make the dua in the first place. Zakariya (as)'s prayer was only answered because he (as) made 
dua. So similarly when you need something do not expect Allah (swt) to give it to you if you are 
too busy to ask of Him (swt) or if you are too proud to ask of Him (swt). Allah (swt) will only 
answer your prayer and grant you what you need if you make the prayer in the first place. 

The next benefit that we can take from this ayah is to see that it is the angels 
themselves who came down to Zakariya (as) to give him the news that his dua had been 
answered. This shows the close relationship that Zakariya (as) had with Allah (swt). Zakariya (as) 
did not find out that his prayers had been answered when his wife delivered, but he found out 
much earlier than that. Even before his wife had conceived the child, the angels themselves came 
down and gave Zakariya (as) the good news. 

What is it do you think that gave Zakariya (as) this close relationship with Allah (swt)? 
Allah (swt) tells us the answer to this question right here in the ayah when He (swt) says that the 
angels came to Zakariya (as) when "he was standing for prayer in his chamber of 
worship". Zakariya (as) was a man given to worship, he (as) loved to pray to Allah (swt). That 
was what gave him his close relationship with Allah (swt). So in this ayah as well we can see the 
importance of our Salah and how it brings us closer to Allah (swt). If you always think about 
Allah (swt) in your prayer and you pray submitting your whole mind and body to Him (swt), then 
Insha Allah you will come closer and closer to Him (swt) with each prayer that you make. When 
you are at this state, when you are among those who have given everything for Allah (swt), one 
of His (swt)'s friends, that is when Insha Allah your dua will be accepted. Such was the case with 
this noble prophet. We can see from this ayah that Zakariya (as) had his own prayer chamber 
where he would stand for hours and hours in prayer. Such was the righteous who came before 
us, how ashamed should we feel then when we cannot even find ten minutes in our busy day to 
make our Salah? And then we complain as to why our duas are not being answered. We 
complain as to why the Ummah is continuing to suffer through oppression without the victory 
coming. We should first and foremost look at our own selves. 
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In the next part of the ayah Allah (swt) relates to us the news that the angels gave to 


Zakariya (as) when they came to him (as). The angels came to him (as) while he (as) was 
praying and said to him (as) "Surely Allah gives you the good news of Yahya". Notice how 
the angels did not say that we give you the good news of Yahya (as) but they say, "Allah gives 
you the good news of Yahya". So we see from this that the angels are only the messengers 
and slaves of Allah (swt), all of the good that they bring is only from Allah (swt). Also notice that 
the angels emphasize with certainty that "Surely" Allah (swt) gives you this good news. This is to 
emphasize without a doubt that Zakariya (as) will indeed be given this child. Remember that 
Zakariya (as) had been without child for so long and his wife had been barren all her life, so it 
must have been surprising for him (as) to learn this news. That is why Allah (swt) emphasizes 
with certainty that he (as) will indeed have this child. We can also note from this part of the 
ayah how the angels describe the birth of Yahya (as) as "good news", this was the best of news 
that Zakariya (as) was waiting a long time for. Similarly we should all pray to Allah (swt) that the 
birth of our children will be good news as well. A child that comes to us as good news is a child 
that will bring us nothing but good, a child that will be a source of reward for us from Allah (swt) 
and not a source of punishment. A child that will bring us closer to Allah (swt). A child that will 
bring us happiness in this world and the next. May Allah (swt) give all the sincere brothers and 
sisters of our Ummah the good news of a righteous child from Him (swt)! 

The angels then describe Yahya (as) so that Zakariya (as) may see how his son would be 
a good news. The angels first say that Yahya (as) will be "confirming a Word from Allah". 

The scholars say that the "Word from Allah" in this ayah refers to 'Isa (as). So the angels are 
saying that Yahya (as) will confirm and believe in 'Isa (as) as a prophet and messenger from 
Allah (swt). The scholars say that the reason why 'Isa (as) is referred to as a "Word from 
Allah" is because of the miraculous way in which he (as) was born. As we know 'Isa (as) was 
born without a father, Allah (swt) only said the word "Be", and Mariam (as) conceived him (as). 
So he (as) was the "Word from Allah". Now this does not mean that 'Isa (as) himself was 
divine in any way, it only describes the way in which he (as) was born. Why is it so significant 
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that Yahya (as) will confirm and believe in 'Isa (as) as a messenger from Allah (swt)? Why do the 
angels specifically mention this point? As we know even though 'Isa (as) was sent with many 
signs and evidences to prove that he (as) was indeed from Allah (swt), the vast majority of the 
children of Israil rejected him (as) and many of them even conspired to kill him (as). This is how 
evil and corrupt of a people they had become. So here the angels tell Zakariya (as) that his son 
will not be among these evil people. Instead of rejecting 'Isa (as), Yahya (as) will confirm to the 
people that 'Isa (as) is indeed the Messenger of Allah (swt) and Yahya (as) will believe in 'Isa 
(as) himself. 

Then the angels describe Yahya (as) as being "a leader". Zakariya (as) was hoping for a 
child who could lead the people after him (as), and in this part of the ayah he (as) learns that his 
prayers have been answered. Not anybody can be a leader, it takes courage, patience, willpower, 
determination, forbearance and most importantly the ability to put yourself in the shoes of those 
whom you are leading and to see their problems. All of these qualities must be present in a 
leader and in this ayah we see that Yahya (as) would have all of these qualities. Thus the heart 
of Zakariya (as) was eased when he heard that his son would have these fine qualities of 
leadership. 

The angels then describe Yahya (as) as being "chaste". The scholars say that this 
means that he (as) kept away from all sexual relations and he even kept his mind free of these 
unwanted thoughts. This does not mean that the desire for women did not exist in him, all 
human beings have this desire for members of the opposite sex. But Yahya (as) was one who 
was so dedicated to the worship and servitude of Allah (swt) and who was so dedicated to the 
dawah that he (as) did not find the time or the need to have this desire within him stimulated. 

He (as) was just so occupied in his worship and so occupied in the dawah that he (as) did not 
find the time for these actions or these thoughts. So for those brothers and sisters today who are 
not married and who do not find the avenues for marriage, you can suppress this desire that you 
have by increasing in your worship and servitude of Allah (swt). So spend your time in Salah, in 
remembering Allah (swt), in learning knowledge of the Din, and in carrying this knowledge to 
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others. Insha Allah when you fill your time with the remembrance of Allah (swt) then Shaitan will 
not find a free moment in your life into which he can inject these unwanted thoughts. Yahya (as) 
dedicated himself to the dawah and to ibadah and so Allah (swt) gave him the ability to remain 
chaste for all of this life. In the same way may Allah (swt) give us all the enabling grace to 
remain free of all the thoughts and the actions that are displeasing to Him (swt)! 

Marriage is an important Sunnah in our Din, but if there is one reason for which you can 
keep yourself from getting married it is so that you can work for the Din. We see from this ayah 
that Yahya (as) never married, but the reason for his restraining himself was so that he (as) 
could work in the path of Allah (swt). He (as) wanted to spend all of his time in the dawah. The 
dawah to call the people to the Message of Allah (swt) and to establish the Law of Allah (swt) on 
the earth. He (as) probably knew that if he (as) took a wife and a family then he (as) might not 
have been able to give the dawah as much time as it needed because of the responsibilities that 
he (as) would have to fulfill for his family as well. Similarly there are several scholars in our 
Ummah, like Imam Nawawi, Ibn Tammiyah and Sayyid Qutb, may Allah (swt) be pleased with all 
of them, who never got married because they dedicated their lives to serving the Din. They saw 
the desperate situation that the Ummah was in and they knew that they had to give all of their 
time to the dawah to save this Ummah. So if you feel that you might fall into that which is 
forbidden then by all means you should get married. But if you feel that you can control yourself 
for the sake of Allah (swt), then to dedicate your life to serving the dawah also carries great 
reward. May Allah (swt) guide us to that which is the best for us! 

Finally the angels describe Yahya (as) as being "a prophet from the righteous". The 
scholars say that this description of Yahya (as) gave Zakariya (as) more joy than any of the other 
descriptions previously mentioned. First Zakariya (as) was overjoyed to hear that his son would 
be among the prophets. For a father who had dedicated his life to calling the people to Allah 
(swt), what could be a greater joy than to know that his son would do the same? Zakariya (as) 
knew that the prophets are faced with many trails and difficulties because they have committed 
themselves to calling others to Allah (swt). In fact we even know that Yahya (as) would be 
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brutally killed by the Jews because he (as) called them to return to Allah (swt), but despite this 
fact Zakariya (as) was still overjoyed to know that his son would be among the prophets. This is 
because Zakariya (as) knew that it was the prophets and those who call the people to Allah (swt) 
who are the nearest to Him (swt). This nearness to Allah (swt) is what every parent should wish 
for their children. 

In addition to being a prophet, Zakariya (as) was also overjoyed to hear that his son 
would be among the righteous. The one who is Salih or righteous is the one who always 
conforms himself to the Law of Allah (swt). For every action that he can take, he first checks to 
see what is the ruling for that action in the Law of Allah (swt). He does not act, he does not even 
move a muscle or say a word, without first checking to see if that act or that word is permissible 
in the Law of his Lord. He also strives to see what are the actions that Allah (swt) is pleased with 
and then he strives to do those actions. In addition the one who is Salih is also the one who 
makes things right. The ones who sets aright what has been made wrong. The one who fixes 
what has been broken. The one who brings the light to remove the darkness. Is this not the job 
of a prophet? The prophet does not simply bring a Message from Allah (swt), but through this 
Message he shows the people how they have to live. He brings to them a system of laws through 
which their problems can be solved and they can reach peace and tranquility both in this life and 
the next. For example the Islamic economic system solves the problem of poverty by abolishing 
usury and taxes, and by distributing the wealth of the land fairly. The Islamic social system 
solves the problem of rape and abuse by removing promiscuity and lewdness from the land. The 
Islamic ruling system solves the problem of oppression and injustice by ruling only by the Divine 
Law rather than by the whims and desires of man. The people who work to establish these 
systems are the Salih. Zakariya (as) was pleased to see that his son would be among them. The 
ones who not only conform by the Law of Allah (swt) but those who seek to establish the Law of 
Allah (swt) in the land and through it make right what was wrong. May Allah (swt) make us 
among them as well! In the world today there is much wrong that needs to be fixed. 
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41. He said "My Rabb, How can 1 have a son when 1 have reached old age and my 
wife is barren?". He said "Thus does Allah do what He pleases." 

In this ayah Allah (swt) continues to tell us the story of Zakariya (as). As we read these 
ayahs we must always remember that we are not simply learning them as a story. Rather we are 
learning the example of a model whom we can emulate. This noble prophet sought a righteous 
child from this life and so too must we seek one. These ayahs also teach us about our Lord. 

They show us his absolute Power. They show us how there is nothing that He (swt) cannot do. 

When the angels came to Zakariya (as) and gave him (as) the good news of a righteous 
child, Zakariya (as) was so astonished and amazed to hear such news. He immediately said "My 
Rabb, How can I have a son when I have reached old age and my wife is barren?". 
Although he himself had made dua to Allah (swt) to grant him a righteous son, when the news of 
such a child came to him (as), he (as) was still shocked and surprised. It is not that Zakariya (as) 
doubted the Power of Allah (swt) to grant him (as) a righteous child, but his situation was such 
that even the thought of him having a child that time was so amazing for him. Remember that he 
(as) was in extreme old age, and remember that his wife had been barren throughout her whole 
life. Never in the history of mankind had such a couple had a child before, both of their bodies 
were incapable of conceiving children. That is why the news of a child was so shocking and 
surprising to Zakariya (as). It is not that he (as) doubted the Power of Allah (swt), but just the 
idea of someone like him and his wife having a child was so amazing to him that Zakariya (as) 
posed this question. 

Another reason why Zakariya (as) was so astonished to receive the news of a righteous 


son was because it had been so long since he (as) had made this dua. Ever since Zakariya (as) 
had gotten married, he (as) had been making this prayer to his Lord to grant him (as) a 
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righteous son. But many years passed without his wife conceiving. Now when he (as) finally had 
that son, he (as) could not believe it. This shows us that sometimes Allah (swt) takes some time 
to answer our prayers. For a Wisdom that Fie (swt) Knows. So we cannot expect Allah (swt) to 
answer our prayers immediately. All that we can do is keep on praying to our Lord to answer our 
prayer and always have the hope that He (swt) soon will. 

Allah (swt) responded to the question of Zakariya (as) by saying "Thus does Allah do 
what He pleases". Allah (swt) tells him (as) that He (swt) can do whatever He (swt) pleases. 
There is nothing that Allah (swt) cannot do. If Allah (swt) wanted, He (swt) can give someone 
like Zakariya (as) and his wife a child even though he (as) is extremely old and she is barren. 
Such is the Power and the Ability of Allah (swt). He (swt) can do whatsoever that He (swt) 
pleases and everything that He (swt) does is extremely easy for Him (swt). He (swt) only Wills 
and it is so. There is no effort on His part whatsoever. He (swt) only wills something and it is so. 
Such is the Power and Ability of Allah (swt). How then can you ever hope to oppose such a 
Power? How can you live in heedlessness of a Being of such Power? 

We can also see here in the story of the birth of Yahya (as) that Allah (swt) is setting the 
stage to tell us about the birth of'Isa (as). Allah (swt) is setting the stage to attack the corrupt 
Aqeedah of the Christians. The birth of Yahya (as) is almost as amazing as the birth of'Isa (as), 
and the Christians knew well about the amazing birth of Yahya (as). It is nothing short of a 
miracle for an old man like Zakariya (as) and a barren woman like his wife to have a child. The 
Christians knew this, but they never ever attributed any divinity to Zakariya (as), his wife or to 
Yahya (as). Why then do they only attribute divinity to 'Isa (as) and Mariam (as)? We can see 
here how beautifully Allah (swt) exposes the holes and the flaws in their Aqeedah. They 
acknowledge that the amazing birth of Yahya (as) is only an act of the Power of Allah (swt), and 
they never attribute any divinity to Zakariya (as) or Yahya (as), but they do not say the same 
about the amazing birth of'Isa (as). For the amazing birth of'Isa (as) they say that it was only 
possible because both 'Isa (as) and his mother were divine. How foolish then is their thinking? 
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The biggest problem in their Aqeedah however is that they fail to realize what Allah (swt) 
stated clearly in the last part of this ayah when He (swt) says "Allah does what He pleases". 
Allah (swt) can do all things, if He (swt) wants an old man and a barren woman to have a child 
they will, and if He (swt) wants a virgin girl to have a child she will. There is no limit to the Power 
and Ability of Allah (swt), He (swt) can do whatsoever He (swt) pleases. Allah (swt) is the One 
Who has all the Power and Ability, so He (swt) is the only One to whom all divinity must belong 
and He (swt) Alone must be sanctified, worshipped and obeyed. Why cannot the fools 
understand this? May Allah (swt) guide us all to the correct belief in Him (swt)! 
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42. He said "My Rabb, appoint for me a sign". He said "Your sign is that you will not 
speak to the people for three days except by gestures. And remember your Rabb a lot 
and make Tasbih in the evening and in the morning". 

Now Zakariya (as) had been given the good news of the birth of a righteous son in Yahya 
(as). When Zakariya (as) first received the good news of Yahya (as), the news came as a 
complete shock to him (as). It came as a complete shock even though he (as) himself had made 
dua to Allah (swt) to grant him (as) this child. This was because Zakariya (as) was extremely old 
in age and his wife had been barren throughout her whole life, so just the thought of the two of 
them having a child in their condition was a complete shock to Zakariya (as). So he asked Allah 
(swt) how is it that he (as) can have a child given the current situation of him and his wife. Allah 
(swt) replied to his inquiry by telling him (as) that He (swt) does whatsoever He (swt) pleases. In 
this ayah Allah (swt) continues to relate to us what happened with Zakariya (as). Allah (swt) tells 
us how He (swt) made even this blessed time a period in which Zakariya (as) could remember 
Him (swt) and worship Him (swt) in it. 
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Allah (swt) begins this ayah by saying "He said "My Rabb, appoint for me a sign"". 
Now that Zakariya (as) had been given the good news of the birth of Yahya (as), and now that 
he (as) had remembered the Power of Allah (swt) and now that he (as) had realized that it was 
actually possible for him to have a son, he (as) was overjoyed at the thought of him (as) having 
such a righteous child. Zakariya (as) was so thrilled at the prospect of having a son that he (as) 
could not wait for this to happen. Imagine yourself in his situation. You have been married for 
many years of your life and in all that time you have been without child. You have been an imam 
for a people like the children of Israil, the vast majority of whom were decadent and corrupt. 

They were a people who had forgotten that they were only on this earth to worship and serve 
Allah (swt). So everywhere Zakariya (as) turned he (as) saw evil and corruption, everywhere he 
(as) turned he (as) saw heedlessness of Allah (swt). How painful must this have been for a 
righteous prophet of Allah (swt)? How must he have longed for a child of his own, a child that 
would worship and serve Allah (swt) as it had been created to do? That is why Zakariya (as) was 
so happy to have the good news of the birth of Yahya (as) and that is why he (as) could not wait 
for his son to be born. So Zakariya (as) asked Allah (swt) to appoint for him a sign. A sign with 
which he (as) may know that his wife had conceived the child. 

Allah (swt) responds to his request by saying "You will not speak to the people for 
three days except by gestures". This was the sign that Allah (swt) gave Zakariya (as) for him 
to know that his wife was carrying the child. A time would come upon him when he (as) would 
not be able to speak with the people. When this time comes, when he sees himself unable to 
speak with the people, that is when Zakariya (as) will know that his wife is indeed carrying the 
child. Allah (swt) also tells him that the period of time in which he will be mute will last for three 
days. So for three entire days he would not be able so speak with the people at all. The only way 
in which he will be able to communicate is with gestures of the hand. Look here at the Mercy and 
Bounty of Allah (swt) for this noble prophet. Not only did He (swt) answer his dua but He (swt) 
also gave him (as) the sign that he (as) asked for. So too must we always believe that Allah (swt) 
will answer every prayer and request that we ask of Him (swt). 
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Then Allah (swt) commands Zakariya (as) to "remember your Rabb a lot and make 
Tasbih in the evening and in the morning". Sayyid Qutb tells us in his tafsir of this ayah that 
although Zakariya (as) was mute for those three days, there were a few words that he (as) could 
say. Those are the words of remembering Allah (swt) and the words of Tasbih. The only words 
that Zakariya (as) could say are the words of remembering Allah (swt) and the words of Tasbih. 
Examples of the words of remembering Allah (swt) could be words like Allahu Akbar {kWaYx is the 
Greatest) or At-hamdu lilah (All praise and thanks is for Allah). Examples of the words of Tasbih 
could be like words like Subhana Allah. This means how Perfect and Pure is Allah (swt), and how 
far is Allah (swt) from every weakness and imperfection. These were the only words that 
Zakariya (as) could speak for those three days. So because of this he (as) must have devoted 
almost all of his time to the remembrance and glorification of Allah (swt). What a perfect time 
those three days must have been for Zakariya (as), it was the time in which he (as) was blessed 
with the gift of this child from Allah (swt). This was something that he (as) was waiting his whole 
life for, something that he had been yearning for, for this moment to be finally realized how 
wonderful must that have been for this noble prophet of Allah (swt)? What could have been 
better for him (as) to do at this time than remembering, thanking and sanctifying the One Who 
had given him (as) this blessing? 

One lesson that we can take from this is to realize the many blessings of silence. The 
more silent we are, the more chance we have to remember Allah (swt), to glorify Him (swt), and 
to come closer to Him (swt). We can also stay away from the many sins of the tongue if we are 
silent more often. The more that we speak to others, often times the less that we remember our 
Lord. Now of course there are times in which we need to speak. We need to speak for dawah, 
and to accomplish our needs in this world. But on the whole we should prefer silence to speech. 
As the Prophet (saw) said, the believer should speak good or remain silent. This means that we 
should always check if our words will please Allah (swt) or not, and only speak them if they will. 

We can also note from this part of the ayah that there are two specific times in which 
Allah (swt) tells Zakariya (as) to remember Him (swt). One is in the morning and the other is in 
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the late afternoon or the evening. That is why many scholars say that the two best prayers after 
which we should make c/Mrand tasbih is after Fajr Salah and after the 'Asr Salah. These are the 
best of times in which to remember Allah (swt) and in which to glorify and sanctify Him (swt). 

We ourselves do not know what is so special about these times, we only know that Allah (swt) 
has made these times special and He (swt) has told us that He (swt) likes to be remembered and 
sanctified in these times. So when we know that this is an action that Allah (swt) likes, then 
Insha Allah we should rush and strive to do that action. May Allah (swt) give us all the enabling 
grace to do only what is pleasing to Him (swt)! 






43. And when the angels said "O Mariam, surely Allah has chosen you and purified 
you and chosen you over all the women of the world". 

In the previous ayahs Allah (swt) told us about the story of Zakariya (as). Allah (swt) told 
us in those ayahs about the miraculous birth of his son Yahya (as). We saw how Zakariya (as) 
and his wife were able to have a child even though he (as) was advanced in age and she was 
barren throughout her life. This was nothing short of a miracle from Allah (swt) that such a 
couple was able to conceive and have a child. In this ayah Allah (swt) tells us about another 
miraculous birth that He (swt) willed to happen. What we should remind ourselves of once again 
is that it is not in the people that the miracle lies, the miracle is only because Allah (swt) has 
willed it to be so. All might and all power is only with Allah (swt), and so only He (swt) deserves 
to be worshipped and obeyed. That is the lesson that Allah (swt) continues to emphasize for us 
in these stories. Now Allah (swt) has laws that exist across this universe and it is He (swt) Who 
allows those laws to break. Allah (swt) allowed such laws to break when He (swt) allowed 
Zakariya (as) and his wife to have a child and in this ayah He (swt) tells us of another time in 
which He (swt) allowed them to break. 
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Allah (swt) begins this ayah by bringing our attention to the most special moment in the 


life of Mariam (as). This was the time when she (as) was visited by the angels. Can you even 
begin to imagine how much of a special time this must have been for her? Can you imagine how 
it is must have been like for her when the angels came to her and spoke to her? She was one 
who had committed herself to worshipping and serving Allah (swt), now she was going to see 
just how pleased Allah (swt) is with her. She was going to be visited by the angels and they were 
going to bring her a message from her Lord. How special a moment must this have been for her? 

Allah (swt) tells us in this ayah how the angels came to her and said "O Mariam, surely 
Allah has chosen you and purified you and chosen you over all the women of the 
world". Just think what a special and joyful moment this must have been for Mariam (as). For 
the angels, the messengers of Allah (swt) to know your name and to call you by your name, just 
think what a great honor and blessing it must have been for her (as). Just the fact that the 
angels came to her and they called to her is a blessing that she experienced which very few 
human beings have ever experienced, and among women she may have been the only one. So 
we see here the honor that Allah (swt) has bestowed on Mariam (as) because of her devout 
worship and her sincerity to Him (swt). Allah (swt) sent his own angels to visit her and to speak 
with her and to give her the good news of the special honor that He (swt) has planned for her. 
Who among women have had this blessing and opportunity? Who among men have had this 
blessing and opportunity? But the fact that the angels of Allah (swt) would visit her is only the 
beginning of the blessings that she would receive from Allah (swt). 

We see from the ayah that not only do the angels visit Mariam (as) and not only do they 
call her out specifically by her name but they also give her the best of news. They tell her that 
she has been chosen by Allah (swt). Allah (swt) had specifically chosen her above all the other 
women in the world. What had she been chosen for? As we know the children of Israil had 
become very decadent and corrupt. They were the ones who had been given the opportunity to 
be the nation that would carry the Message of Allah (swt) to mankind, but they had squandered 
and wasted that opportunity. Instead of carrying this Message in the path of dawah and jihad, 
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they gave up this important mission and started to chase after the life of this world. Allah (swt) 
sent them many prophets and messengers to remind them to come back to the purpose for 
which they were created. But they rejected each and every one of these prophets and 
messengers. Now Allah (swt) in His (swt) Mercy and Compassion was to give them one more 
chance. Allah (swt) was going to send them a messenger with signs so clear and evidences so 
powerful that there was no way they would be able to deny him. If they had any sincerity in their 
hearts to Allah (swt) then they would not be able to deny this Messenger. This Messenger of 
Allah (swt) would have so many signs and miracles that no one who is sincerely searching for the 
Truth would be able to deny him. Even the way in which he would be born would be a miracle. 
This Messenger was to be born without a father, and Allah (swt) chose Mariam (as) to be his 
mother. Of all of the women of the world, Allah (swt) chose Mariam (as) for this special honor. 

To be the mother of this very special messenger. So the first good news that Mariam (as) 
receives from Allah (swt) in this ayah is that she (as) has been chosen. She (as) has been chosen 
to be the virgin mother of this Messenger of Allah (swt) who would be born without a father. This 
special Messenger who would be the last chance for the children of Israil. 

After telling her that Allah (swt) has chosen her, the angels then tell Mariam (as) that 
Allah (swt) has also purified her. Allah (swt) has purified her in so many ways. First Allah (swt) 
purified her beliefs. Mariam (as) believed from the depths of her heart that none deserved to be 
worshipped, sanctified and obeyed except Allah (swt). The concept of Tawhid was deeply 
ingrained within her and of this she had absolutely no doubt whatsoever. She (as) also believed 
that every good thing that she had was from Allah (swt), and she believed that He (swt) Knows 
all things and she believed that He (swt) had Power over all things. Mariam (as) also believed in 
all of the Perfect Names of Allah (swt) such as the fact that He (swt) was the All Seeing, the All 
Hearing and the All Knowing. So first the beliefs of Mariam (as) were purified. Then Allah (swt) 
purified her heart. She did not have any jealousy or any hatred or any anger or any miserliness, 
instead she had great patience, she had thankfulness, she had humility and she had a deep trust 
in Allah (swt). Then Allah (swt) purified her actions. She did only the actions that were pleasing 
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to Allah (swt) and she refrained from all of the actions that were displeasing to Him (swt). So 
purified was she that every single thing that she did was only for the Pleasure of Allah (swt). In 
all of these ways did Allah (swt) purify Mariam (as), in all of these ways was He (swt) preparing 
her for the great miracle that He (swt) was to bestow on her. 

Then the angels remind Mariam (as) once again that Allah (swt) has chosen her. This is 
to stress and emphasize that she has indeed been chosen by Allah (swt) Himself. Allah (swt) was 
going to create through her a child the like of which He (swt) had not created since the time 
Adam (as). A child without a father. This was one of the greatest of signs that Allah (swt) had 
ever shown mankind and He (swt) had chosen her to be the vehicle through which this sign was 
to be shown. Allah (swt) chose Mariam (as) out of all the women in the world to be one to 
receive this special honor, so Allah (swt) reminds Mariam (as) once again as to how blessed she 
is to have this special honor. Allah (swt) reminds her that it was He (swt) Himself Who had 
chosen her (as). Because of her dedication and sincerity Allah (swt) chose her out of all the 
women in mankind. What great joy must this have been for this girl who had been worshipping 
Allah (swt) for all of her life? 

Finally the angels say to Mariam (as) that Allah (swt) has "chosen you over all the 
women of the world". Allah (swt) chose Mariam (as) over all the women of the world to be the 
one who will have this special honor. By giving her (as) this special honor, Allah (swt) has raised 
her status above all of the women in the world. So just like the Prophet (saw) is the best of all 
creation, we can see that Mariam (as) is the best of all women. This is a special privilege and 
blessing that Allah (swt) Himself bestowed on her. She was the best not because of her beauty 
or because of her strength or because of her family lineage, when indeed she did have all of this, 
but she was the best because she was the best worshipper and servant of Allah (swt). Of all 
women she was the one who remembered Allah (swt) the most and she was the one who strove 
the hardest to please Allah (swt). This striving on her part, this effort on her part, was the reason 
why Allah (swt) chose her. So we are reminded once again that one human is higher than 
another only in the effort that they make to please their Creator. 
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Thus we can clearly see from this ayah that Mariam (as) is the woman that Allah (swt) is 
the most pleased with. So if we want to gain the Pleasure of Allah (swt) for ourselves then we 
can take her as an example. When we look at how Allah (swt) described her life in the Quran 
what strikes us the most is her humbleness, her patience, her obedience, and the fact that she 
was given completely the worship of Allah (swt). Since the time that she was born she never 
lusted after the material pleasures of the world but rather she gave herself completely to the 
worship of Allah (swt). That was all that she cared about and that was all that made her happy. 
She was happy to worship and serve Allah (swt). This is what gave her joy, this is what she 
yearned for in life. So if we want to please Allah (swt) as well, we need to take her as an 
example and try to emulate her behavior and her actions. So just like Mariam (as) we have to 
make sure that our Iman is pure, we have to clean our beliefs of all traces of shirk. We have to 
constantly remind ourselves that Allah (swt) is One and Only. He (swt) is the Only One Who has 
to be worshipped, sanctified and obeyed by all of the creation. We also have to make sure that 
our heart is pure of all pride, ostentation, jealousy, hatred, anger and miserliness. Instead of 
these negative thoughts we have to fill our hearts with humbleness, patience and thankfulness. 
Then we have to purify our actions so that we only do that which is pleasing to Allah (swt) and 
we stay away from all that is displeasing to Him (swt). Only if we strive to purify ourselves in 
such a way can we reach a state of purity like Mariam (as) was in. Only then can we hope to 
attain the Pleasure of Allah (swt). Has not the time come that we all make the Pleasure of Allah 
(swt) as the most important priority in our lives? What could be more important in this life than 
striving to please Allah (swt)? Allah (swt) has already give us the models to emulate, He (swt) 
has already made clear the path to follow, all that remains now is for us to take the first step and 
ask Him (swt) to guide us the rest of the way. May Allah (swt) give us the enabling grace to do 
that! There is no value in our entire existence other than seeking Allah (swt). Everything else is 
only an illusion. 
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44. O Mariam be obedient to your Rabb, and make prostration, and bow with those 
who bow. 

In this ayah Allah (swt) continues to relate to us what the angels said to Mariam (as) 
when they came to her. In the previous ayah the angels told her about the special blessing that 
Allah (swt) would give her, in this ayah they tell her what He (swt) expects of her for the blessing 
that He (swt) has conferred on her. 

Allah (swt) tells us in this ayah how the angels said to Mariam (as), "O Mariam be 
obedient to your Rabb". The Arabic word that Allah (swt) uses here gives a meaning of 
complete obedience and submission. It also gives the meaning of humbleness and lowliness. It 
also gives the meaning of eating only a little bit of food and restraining from the pleasures of the 
world. All of this was what Allah (swt) expected of Mariam (as). Allah (swt) had chosen her (as) 
for this special blessing, now she had to live up to the responsibility that she had been given. 
Although she was already very close to Allah (swt), spending her days and nights in worship of 
Him (swt), she now had to bring herself to even greater state of submission to Allah (swt). She 
had to increase even more in her worship and servitude of Allah (swt). This was because of the 
special honor that she had been given. 

There is an important lesson that we can take from this part of the ayah for our lives as 
well. Just like Mariam (as) was chosen by Allah (swt), we also have been chosen by Allah (swt). 
As we should know by now, today our nation is the nation that has been chosen to carry the 
Message of Allah (swt) to mankind. This is by no means an easy task, it is far more difficult that 
any of us can even imagine, but it also a great blessing and privilege. A blessing and privilege 
that is far greater than any of us can ever imagine. So we have to make ourselves worthy of this 
blessing by increasing in our worship and servitude to Allah (swt). Although this Din addresses 
every aspect of the life of the human, its foundation and core is still worship. So we must 
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increase in our worship of Allah (swt). In order to prepare ourselves for the task that we have 
been chosen for. So we have to make the five daily prayers on time, and in congregation if 
possible, we have to make more Sunnah and Nafl Salah, we have to try to pray as much as we 
can in the depths of the night, we have to make as many voluntary fasts as we can, we have to 
always be in a state of wudu, we have to read more Quran, we have to remember Allah (swt) to 
ourselves more and more and we have to strive to increase our concentration and our focus in 
our Salah. Just like Mariam (as) we also have to increase in our worship and our servitude to 
Allah (swt) if we are to prove ourselves worthy of this blessing. 

Then the angels say to Mariam (as) to "make prostration". When we make sujood to 
Allah (swt), we submit our whole body before Him (swt). We prostrate before Allah (swt) on all 
seven limbs. Even our face and our forehead, which are the most noble parts of our body, come 
down onto the ground in a state of humility and surrender before Allah (swt). This is what the 
angels command Mariam (as) to do. She should make prostration before her Rabb in order to 
demonstrate her servitude and submission to Him (swt). 

Finally the angels tell Mariam (as) to "bow with those who bow". There are two 
meaning for the word "bow" in this ayah. One is the literal meaning of the word which means to 
make ruku or bow down before Allah (swt). In this meaning the angels are telling Mariam (as) 
that in addition to making sujood before Allah (swt), she also has to bow down to Him (swt). 
Another meaning of the word "bow" is a metaphorical meaning which means to humble and 
submit oneself before Allah (swt). When you bow before Allah (swt), you are showing your 
humility before Him (swt), and you are acknowledging Him (swt) as your Lord and Master. All of 
the creation besides the disobedient rebels among the humans and the jinn are in this state of 
humility and submission before Allah (swt). They are all constantly bowing before Allah (swt). So 
here the angels tell Mariam (as) to bow down before Allah (swt) along with all those who bow 
before Him (swt). To bow before Him (swt) just like all of the creation has done. To be in that 
state of servitude and submission. The state that all creation was meant to be in. 
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45. That is the news of the unseen that We reveal onto you. And you were not with 
them when they cast lots with their pens as to which of them should take care of 
Mariam, and you were not with when they disputed. 

In the previous ayahs we saw how the angels came to Mariam (as) and gave her the 
good news of'Isa (as). They came to her and told her how Allah (swt) had chosen her above all 
the women of the world. This was a special honor and a privilege that was given only to her. In 
order to make herself worthy of this blessing she had to increase in her worship and servitude of 
Allah (swt). In this ayah Allah (swt) brings our attention back to the time of the Prophet (saw) 
and He (swt) shows us how this story of Mariam (as) is a great sign for the Messengership of the 
Prophet (saw). 

Allah (swt) begins this ayah by saying to the Prophet (saw), "That is the news of the 
unseen that we reveal onto you". Was anyone alive at the time of the Prophet (saw) who 
witnessed this event of the angels coming to Mariam (as)? Was anyone alive at our time who has 
seen what happened? No, there was no one to witnesses what happened except Allah (swt). So 
these events that Allah (swt) relates to the Prophet (saw) and relates to us are the news of the 
unseen. It is the narrations of events that transpired which no one else saw. Allah (swt) reminds 
the Prophet (saw) of this fact in this part of the ayah. Because this unseen event has reached us 
from the tongue of the Prophet (saw) this shows us that he (saw) is indeed the Messenger of 
Allah (swt). How else could he (saw) have known about it? 

So here Allah (swt) reminds the Prophet (saw) that it is He (swt) Who reveals this news 
to him (saw). Allah (swt) lifts the curtains for the Prophet (saw) and allows him (saw) to see this 
knowledge that has been hidden from all mankind. There are several veils of darkness that 
covered the events which happened with Mariam (as). First she (as) was alone when the angels 
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came to her, there was no one else present in her sanctuary when they came to visit her. 


Furthermore the angels themselves are creatures of the unseen, so there was no way that any 
human soul besides Mariam (as) would have been able to see them. Then in addition to all of this 
there is the fact that this event happened hundreds and hundreds of years before the time of the 
Prophet (saw). Everyone who had been alive at that time as well as all of their children had long 
since left this world. So this event that happened to Mariam has been covered from all of 
mankind both because no one witnessed it and also because it happened so long ago in the past. 
It was an event that was lost and forgotten, unrecorded and unseen by anyone. Through all 
these layers of darkness and covering, Allah (swt) reveals this news of the unseen to the Prophet 
(saw). The Prophet (saw) then narrated this event to us, how could then could he (saw) have 
known about it if he (saw) was not the Messenger of Allah (swt)? 

Allah (swt) then says "And you were not with them when they cast lots with their 
pens as to which of them should take care of Mariam". Here Allah (swt) brings the 
attention of the Prophet (saw) to another event that he (saw) did not witness. It was when the 
caretakers of the masjid disputed with each other as to which of them should be the one to care 
for Mariam (as). The caretakers all knew that Mariam (as) was the daughter of Imran, the man 
who had been their leader and their Imam before he passed away, so they all wanted the honor 
of being the one to care for his daughter. They all knew that this girl was special so they all 
wanted the privilege of being the one to care for her and teach her the Din. 

The scholars of tafsir say that all of caretakers of the masjid threw their pens into the 
river and they decided that the owner of the pen that floats would be the guardian of Mariam 
(as). As we know it was the pen of Zakariya (as) that floated so he (as) was the one who was 
given the honor and the privilege of caring for Mariam (as). However all of this was an event that 
transpired only between the caretakers of the masjid, no one from the outside was present to 
witness what happened. Certainly the Prophet (saw) and those who were with him (saw) were 
not present at that time. So how then could the Prophet (saw) have known about these events? 
How could he (saw) have known about the time when the angels came to Mariam (as) or the 
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time when the caretakers of the masjid threw their pens in the river? How then could these 
events be in the Quran? It is only because this Book is from Allah (swt). Allah (swt) is the only 
One Who witnessed what transpired when the angels came to Mariam (as) and when the 
caretakers of the masjid cast their pens into the river. This is the news of the unseen that none 
but Allah (swt) witnessed. How then could this Book be from any but He (swt)? 

The knowledge of the human being does not come from within him but he has to learn 
and acquire the knowledge that he has. So if no one witnessed what happened when the angels 
came to Mariam (as) and when the caretakers of the masjid cast their pens in the river, then how 
could anyone but Allah (swt) have known what happened? Thus the fact that all of these events 
of the unseen have been related with such detail in the Quran shows that this Book could not be 
from anyone except Allah (swt). 

Some ignorant people may bring the argument that the Prophet (saw) may have known 
about these events through the Jewish scriptures. Such a claim shows the ignorance and the 
stupidity of such people. First of all these people forget that the Prophet (saw) was unlettered, so 
he (saw) could not have read the accounts of what was in the Jewish scriptures. Secondly it was 
known that the Prophet (saw) did not move or interact with the Jews, this was a fact that was 
well known by all of the companions of the Prophet (saw) and even by his (saw)'s enemies. In 
fact even in the time of the Prophet (saw) none of the leaders of the Quraysh ever accused him 
(saw) of taking this Quran from the Jews. They knew that the Prophet (saw) never interacted 
with the Jews and furthermore they knew that the Quran which has Arabic as powerful as this 
could not have come from a people who were not native Arabic speakers. Finally much of what is 
in the Quran regarding these events is not to be found in the Jewish scriptures. The Jews never 
acknowledge that the angels visited Mariam (as) and that Allah (swt) chose her. Instead they 
make up vicious and unfounded lies about her. So how then could this Quran be from them? 
Similarly this Quran could not have been from the Christians because the Christians and their 
scriptures were even harder to come by for the Arabs at the time of the Prophet (saw). Most of 
the Christians lived far in the north in As-Sham and far in the south in Yemen and Abyssinia. Far 
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away from the Prophet (saw). Furthermore the Christians ascribe divinity to 'Isa (as) and Mariam 
(as) and this is an idea that the Quran categorically rejects. So how then could this Quran be 
from them? Rather what we see is that people who make such claims are only looking for an 
excuse to reject the Quran as being a Book from Allah (swt). They are too proud to submit to 
Allah (swt), or they are a slave of their desires, and so they want to find some excuse to reject 
this Message that has come to them from Allah (swt). But we see from here how foolish and 
unfounded their claims are. May Allah (swt) expose them for the liars that they are! 

In the final part of the ayah Allah (swt) says "and you were not with when they 
disputed". Here Allah (swt) reminds the Prophet (saw) that he (saw) was not with the 
caretakers of the masjid when they disputed with each other. The caretakers of the masjid were 
all disputing with each other to see which of them would be the one to take care of Mariam (as). 
This shows how they all wanted the honor and privilege of taking care of this special child. Recall 
that at this time when she was given to the masjid she was most likely a very young girl, 
probably no more than seven or eight years old. Remember that her mother had pledged her to 
Allah (swt) so she would not have kept the child for longer than the period that she needed to be 
with her mother. Despite the fact that she was so young and many would have thought of her to 
be a burden, these caretakers of the masjid were still eager to take care of her. This shows us 
that there were still a few righteous people among the children of Israil at that time. These were 
the ones who had committed themselves to the masjid and the ones who had chosen not to 
chase after the pleasures of the world. It also shows us that even as a young child, there were 
some righteous people who could see how blessed a child Mariam (as) was. So the caretakers of 
the masjid disputed with each other for the guardianship of Mariam (as) and Allah (swt) chose 
His (swt)'s noble prophet Zakariya (as) to be the best among them and to be the caretaker of 
Mariam (as). 
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46. When the angels said "0 Mariam, Surely Allah gives you the good news of a word 
from Him, his name will be the Messiah 'Isa son of Mariam, of great honor in this 
world and in the Hereafter, and from those who are brought near". 

In this ayah Allah (swt) continues to tell us the story of Mariam (as) and the birth of'Isa 
(as). As we read about these events we once again have to remind ourselves that they are the 
absolute truth. They are being told to us by the All-Knowing and the All-Aware as well as the One 
Who is the Absolute Truth, so there can be no falsehood in these stories whatsoever. Even if 
what we are reading here may have some descriptions that we may find hard to believe, we 
always have to remind ourselves that they are coming from Allah (swt) and so they are all true 
without a doubt. In fact to have any doubt in the stories that are told here is nothing short of 
kufr. May Allah (swt) save us from that! 

Allah (swt) begins this ayah by returning our attention to the time when the angels spoke 
with Mariam (as). Allah (swt) says "When the angels said "O Mariam, Surely Allah gives 
you the good news of a word from Him"". After the angels had told Mariam (as) that she 
(as) has been chosen by Allah (swt) and that He (swt) has purified her, and after they 
commanded her to increase in her worship of Him (swt), the angels now tell Mariam (as) that 
Allah (swt) is sending her good news. This is the good news for which Mariam (as) has been 
chosen. Notice how Allah (swt) is easing the heart of Mariam (as) by letting her know that He 
(swt) is sending her good news. There is no doubt that she may have been somewhat frightened 
by this encounter with the angels and no doubt she may have felt overwhelmed by what was 
happening to her. But Allah (swt) reassures her by letting her know that He (swt) is giving her 
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good news. Thus Allah (swt) is telling her that there is no reason to be afraid and there is no 
reason to be sad. From this we can see the Love that Allah (swt) had for her. 

What then is this good news? Allah (swt) says in this ayah that it is "a word from Him". 
'Isa (as) is described in this ayah as a word from Allah (swt). This is because 'Isa (as) was 
created only through a word from Allah (swt), he (as) was not created through the normal way in 
which a human child would be born. Allah (swt) would simply give the word and Mariam (as) 
would become pregnant with 'Isa (as). This is how 'Isa (as) is the word of Allah (swt), he (as) 
was born only with the word from Allah (swt). 

Now the word of Allah (swt) that created 'Isa (as) was no different from the word of 
Allah (swt) that created the heavens and the earth. The "word" in this ayah is simply a 
representation of the Will of Allah (swt). Allah (swt) willed for 'Isa (as) to be in the womb of 
Mariam (as) and so it happened, just like Allah (swt) willed for this creation to exist and so it 
existed. Allah (swt) willed it to be and it was. Only fools who do not recognize the Power and 
Might of Allah (swt) and who do not realize the Exaltedness of Allah (swt) above all of the 
creation would attribute anything more to the creation of'Isa (as). Only those who would liken 
Allah (swt) to the creation, may Allah (swt) save us from that, would ever attribute to the birth of 
'Isa (as) anything more than that. 

Then the angels describe 'Isa (as) for Mariam (as) by saying "his name will be the 
Messiah 'Isa son of Mariam". There are several reasons as to why 'Isa (as) is called "the 
Messiah". One reason is because he (as) was able to heal and cure whoever he touched from 
whatever illness or disease that person may have had. Another reason was because he spent his 
life traveling and calling the people to Allah (swt). Another reason was because he (as) was a 
spiritual guide and leader for his people. All of these meanings are given by the title of "the 
Messiah". Also note that 'Isa (as) is called the "son of Mariam". This of course is because he 
(as) did not have a father and so he (as) was the son of Mariam (as) and no one else. Another 
reason why Allah (swt) refers to Isa (as) in this way is so that He (swt) can honor Mariam (as). 
Think how much it must have lifted Mariam (as)'s heart to hear Allah (swt) refer to 'Isa (as) as 
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her son. This noble prophet of Allah (swt), one of the greatest messengers ever sent to mankind, 
was her son. He (as) was her son and no one else's. This was a special honor and blessing that 
Allah (swt) bestowed on Mariam (as). See then the special place that women had always had in 
this Din. 

The angels further describe 'Isa (as) as being "of great honor in this world and in 
the Hereafter". All Muslims believe that'Isa (as) holds a position of great honor in this world. 
We believe that he (as) was only a human being, but we believe that he (as) was one of the 
greatest human beings to ever walk on the face of this earth. The purpose of the human being is 
to worship and serve Allah (swt) and 'Isa (as) dedicated his life to this purpose. This was the 
source of his honor in this world and in the Hereafter. He (as) spent every moment of his life 
worshipping Allah (swt), serving Allah (swt) and calling others to worship and serve Allah (swt). 
This was his life, the dawah to Allah (swt). What could be a more honorable life than that? What 
could be more honorable than calling the people to worship and serve their Creator and 
Sustainer, their Lord and Master? So because of his complete submission and utter slavehood to 
Allah (swt), 'Isa (as) was raised to a position of honor both in this world and in the Hereafter. 
Because he (as) humbled himself before Allah (swt), Allah (swt) honored him (as). May Allah 
(swt) enable us all to take a lesson and a guidance from this great messenger of His (swt)! 

Finally the angels describe 'Isa (as) as being "from those who are brought near". 

Can you see how Allah (swt) is easing the heart of Mariam (as) by first telling her that 'Isa (as) 
will be her son, and then by telling her of all of these righteous qualities of his? This is how Allah 
(swt) looks after those whom He (swt) loves. Here Allah (swt) tells Mariam (as) that 'Isa (as) will 
be among those who are brought near to Him (swt). The ones who are the nearest to Allah (swt) 
are the ones who are the most favored and beloved to Him (swt). This is true both in this life and 
in the Hereafter. In this life it is true because such people are always thinking of Allah (swt) and 
so their hearts are filled with the remembrance of Him (swt). Because these people are always 
thinking of and remembering Allah (swt), He (swt) is guiding them and helping them in 
everything that they do. It is also true in the Hereafter because such people will actually be 
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brought near to Allah (swt) in Paradise. We do not know exactly how this will happen but we 
know that it will happen. Allah (swt) Knows best but we know that the rules and the laws of this 
world will not exist in Paradise. So there will be a way for the righteous to come near to Allah 
(swt) even though He (swt) is not limited by time and space. The way that this will happen is 
known only to Allah (swt). Insha Allah we will be among those who will find out how this 
happens for ourselves. What we do know is that this is where we would like to be. In a place 
near Allah (swt). Allah (swt) is the Ultimate Reality. The Divine. The True. Where else would you 
want to spend all of eternity other than near Him (swt)? Of all the pleasures in paradise there is 
nothing greater than this station of nearness to Allah (swt). When you truly realize the Reality of 
Allah (swt) is there then any other place that you want to be other than near Him (swt)? Is it not 
worth it to sacrifice your life and your wealth in this world just to be in the presence of the 
Divine? That is the station of those who are brought near. That is where 'Isa (as) is, that is 
where the Prophet (saw) is, that is where all of the prophets are and that is where the most 
righteous of the servants of Allah (swt) are, and that is where we should all hope to be as well. 
May Allah (swt) grant us that station near Him (swt)! To reach that station is the fulfillment of 
our existence. 
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47. And he will speak to the people in the cradle, and in maturity, and will be from the 
righteous. 

In the previous ayah we saw how the angels described 'Isa (as) for Mariam (as). They 
told her how he (as) would be honored in this world and honored in the Hereafter and how he 
(as) would be among those who are brought near to Allah (swt). What a comfort and a joy must 
this have been for Mariam (as) to know such about her son? All parents want the best for their 
children, now imagine yourself as a parent and imagine Allah (swt) Himself is describing your 
child for you in this way. How much joy would that bring to your heart? Once she has been told 
such about 'Isa (as) you can be sure that Mariam did her best to raise up her child in such a way 
that he (as) would be the man whom the angels promised her that he (as) would be. In this ayah 
Allah (swt) tells us about further descriptions of'Isa (as) that the angels give to Mariam (as). 

First they say "And he will speak to the people in the cradle". This is yet another of 
the miracles that has been given to 'Isa (as). He (as) will be able to speak as an infant in the 
cradle. He (as) will speak to the people in their language, and they will clearly understand what 
he (as) is saying. Just imagine the sight of an infant only a few days old who is speaking. As we 
know from other ayahs of the Quran, he (as) will tell the people that he (as) is the slave of Allah 
(swt). Now this miracle of'Isa (as) speaking as a child is not a miracle to prove that he (as) is a 
prophet because we know that children cannot be prophets. Rather the miracle of his speech as 
an infant is a miracle to prove to the people that Mariam (as) was innocent of any of the false 
accusations that they may bring against her. When the people saw this infant speaking and 
saying that he is a slave of Allah (swt), then they know that he is a blessed child and not a child 
that was the product of any indecent action. In addition this miracle is also a comfort for Mariam 
(as), she may know that if any of the people should bring any false accusations against her, then 
she would know that her infant son himself would defend her and her honor. 
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Many scholars also note how this miracle of'Isa (as) speaking in the cradle as an infant 
is not to be found anywhere in the Bible or the Tawrah. Nowhere in the Jewish and Christian 
scriptures does it mention 'Isa (as) speaking as an infant. They have the audacity to worship 'Isa 
(as) as a god instead of Allah (swt) but they do not even know about many of the miracles that 
he (as) performed. What a great miracle is this for an infant to speak with the people? Think 
about how wonderful it must have been for the people to hear this child speaking. The fact that 
this miracle is not in their books shows how corrupted and how incomplete their books are. The 
only Book that has the truth about 'Isa (as) and Mariam (as) is the Book of Allah (swt). May Allah 
(swt) make all of mankind realize this fact! 

Then the angels tell Mariam (as) how 'Isa (as) will also speak "in maturity". This is to 
show that the speech of'Isa (as) as an infant will be the same as his speech in maturity. Both as 
an infant and as an adult he will speak the words of dawah. He (as) will speak the words of 
calling the people to Allah (swt). He will speak the words of dawah throughout his entire life. 

One lesson that we can take from this part of the ayah for our lives is to see that dawah 
is not something that we must only when we are young. We must be dawah carriers both when 
we are young and when we are old. Many brothers and sisters are heavily involved in the dawah 
when they are in their college years, but once they get married and move on with their lives they 
forget about the dawah. Looking after their families and earning a living becomes the priority in 
their lives. Now we are not saying that you should not provide for your families, this is a 
responsibility that you have before Allah (swt) as well. But at the same time, you cannot neglect 
the dawah. You have to provide for your families and you still have to do what you can to carry 
this Message of Allah (swt) to others. You might say that this is difficult and that you do not have 
enough hours in your day to do both of these responsibilities. To that we will only say to you that 
the Pleasure of Allah (swt) is not cheap and the Paradise of Allah (swt) is not cheap. Insha Allah 
you can find the time if you are sincere to Allah (swt) and if you put your best efforts. How many 
hours do you spend sleeping? How many hours do you spend watching television or just talking 
about the mundane affairs of this world? Insha Allah you can find the time if you are sincere to 
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Allah (swt). 'Isa (as) spoke the words of dawah both as an infant and in maturity, he (as) lived 
his life in the service of this dawah. Insha Allah we should try to follow him (as) in his example. 
Such is the Straight Path that leads to the Pleasure of Allah (swt). 

Finally the angels say to Mariam (as) how 'Isa (as) "will be from the righteous". True 
righteousness comes from living a life of worship and servitude to Allah (swt) and in calling 
others to that life of worship and servitude. This is the purpose for which we were created, and 
so who could be more righteous than one who fulfills this purpose and who calls others to this 
purpose? So know that just doing any good deed does not make you righteous, but true 
righteousness comes from the actions that you do only to seek the Pleasure of Allah (swt). All 
that matters in this life is that you seek the Pleasure of Allah (swt) by worshipping Him (swt), by 
serving Him (swt) and by doing everything that you can to call others to this purpose. That was 
what 'Isa (as) did and that was why he (as) was from the righteous. Those who work to please 
Allah (swt) are naturally the ones who do right. Because all that is pleasing to Allah (swt) is all 
that is right and good. Allah (swt) loves justice and peace, and Fie (swt) does not love injustice 
and disorder. Allah (swt) loves kindness and compassion and Fie (swt) does not love anger and 
wrath. 'Isa (as) did these actions that are pleasing to Allah (swt), and he (as) called others to 
such righteousness as well. Fie (as) worked to establish on the earth order and peace. To 
establish on the earth that which is pleasing to Allah (swt). To call all mankind to submit to the 
Divine Law that Allah (swt) had sent. This is what it means to be among the righteous. May 
Allah (swt) make us among the righteous as well! 
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48. She said "My Rabb, how can I have a son when no man has touched me". He said 
"That is how Allah creates whom He pleases, when He decrees a matter. He only says 
'Be' and it is". 

In this ayah Allah (swt) tells us what was the response of Mariam (as) to what the angels 
had told her. She (as) says "My Rabb, how can I have a son when no man has touched 

me". Notice that even though it was the angels who spoke with her, Mariam (as) addresses her 
response back to Allah (swt). This is because she knows that the angels are only the messengers 
of Allah (swt). She knows that the angels do not do anything or say anything from their own will 
but rather they only convey the messages of Allah (swt) and they only carry it out the orders of 
Allah (swt). Their entire existence, which as best we can tell is for all eternity, is an existence of 
worship and servitude to Allah (swt). So when Mariam (as) spoke she knew that she was not 
speaking to the angels but rather she was speaking to her Lord and Master. 

Mariam (as) asks Allah (swt) how it can be that she (as) can have a child when no man 
has touched her. At this point she (as) still had not fully realized the miraculous way in which her 
son would be born. Although the angels had already told her that he (as) would be a "word from 
Allah", she still did not fully understand what that meant. Her mind was still thinking about how 
things happen in the life of this world. The laws that Allah (swt) has set over this universe is that 
a human female needs a male with whom to have a child, she cannot have a child on her own no 
matter how much she may want to. So Mariam (as) wondered how she (as) would ever have this 
child that the angels were describing to her when no man had ever touched her. Similar to 
Zakariya (as) we have to remember that Mariam (as) never doubted the Power of Allah (swt), 
but she was just so surprised and shocked when she first heard this news. That is why she posed 
this question. 
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The response to her question was "That is how Allah creates whom He pleases, 
when He decrees a matter. He only says 'Be' and it is"". Here it is told to Mariam (as) that 
Allah (swt) is the One Who creates what He (swt) pleases. He (swt) creates whatsoever He (swt) 
wills. He (swt) is the Creator of all things and so He (swt) can create whatever He (swt) pleases. 
If Allah (swt) wanted, He (swt) can allow Mariam (as) to have this child without a man touching 
her and that is easy for Him (swt). How easy is it for Him (swt)? When Allah (swt) decrees a 
matter, to create something, He (swt) only says to it "Be" and it is. This is not even an actual 
word that Allah (swt) needs to speak, rather it is only the Will of Allah (swt). When Allah (swt) 
wants for something to happen, He (swt) just Wills for it to happen and it happens. Such is the 
Power and the Ability of Allah (swt) above all of the creation. What then can you do before such 
Power other than submit to Him (swt) completely? So the lesson that we can take from this ayah 
is to realize the absolute Power of Allah (swt). To realize how there is nothing whatsoever that 
He (swt) cannot do. 
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49. And He will teach him the Book, and Al-Hikmah, and the Tawrah and the Injeel. 

In this ayah Allah (swt) continues to tell us about the descriptions of'Isa (as) that the 
angels gave to Mariam (as). The angels tell Mariam (as) how Allah (swt) will teach her son the 
Book. Most scholars are of the opinion that "the Book" here refers to the Book that 'Isa (as) was 
given and that is the Injeel. Some scholars however are of the opinion that "the Book" means 
writing, so if we take this meaning then the angels are telling Mariam (as) how Allah (swt) would 
teach 'Isa (as) how to write. Allah (swt) Knows best, but most likely both of these meanings are 
correct. The angels tell Mariam (as) how Allah (swt) would teach 'Isa (as) the Injeel and how He 
(swt) would teach 'Isa (as) how to write. These are but more of the favors and bounties that her 
Lord would bestow on her son. These are but more of the ways in which He (swt) would honor 
and reward her for her worship and servitude of Him (swt). 
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Then the angels tell Mariam (as) how Allah (swt) would teach 'Isa (as) Al-Hikmah. 

When we speak about the Prophet (saw) we know that Al-Hikmah means the Sunnah, so in 
regards to 'Isa (as) it must have been something similar. Similar to the Prophet (saw), Allah (swt) 
sent 'Isa (as) with a Book and a way of life or Sunnah that details the principles and guidelines 
that have been established in the Book. So although the literal meaning of the word Al-Hikmah 
is "the wisdom", it most likely refers to the way of life that Allah (swt) taught 'Isa (as). A way of 
life detailing the principles set forth in the Injeel, a way of life of worship and servitude to Allah 
(swt). So just like 'Isa (as) taught the people the Injeel, he (as) also taught them a way of life so 
that they can live by their Book. How far are the vast majority of Christians from this ideal today? 
The Gospels for them today is only a collection of stories, a pale shadow of the original Book that 
'Isa (as) brought. Even then very few of the Christians today live their lives by these stories. May 
Allah (swt) save us from what happened to them! 

Then the angels tell Mariam (as) how Allah (swt) will also teach 'Isa (as) the "the 
Tawrah and the Injeel". As we know, 'Isa (as) was sent to the children of Israil and the Book 
of the children of Israil is the Tawrah. So although 'Isa (as) was sent with a Book of his own 
which was the Injeel, Allah (swt) also gave him (as) knowledge of the Book that the children of 
Israil used to be following which was the Tawrah. 

One lesson that we can take from this ayah is to see the great importance of knowledge. 
Simply look at all that Allah (swt) taught 'Isa (as). As we said 'Isa (as) lived a life of dawah, and 
in this ayah we see that Allah (swt) prepared 'Isa (as) for his life of dawah by giving him (as) 
knowledge. This is because in order to carry the dawah you need to have knowledge. You need 
to know what you are calling the people towards. This Din is knowledge; it is nothing more than 
a Message that Allah (swt) has sent to mankind. So should you not then know what is in this 
Message? Should you not have that knowledge for yourself? If you yourself do not have this 
knowledge, then what are you calling the people towards? This is not a Din that teaches us to 
blindly follow others without thinking and reasoning for ourselves, but rather right from the very 
first word that was revealed Allah (swt) encouraged all the adherents of this Din to seek 
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knowledge. So we must all strive to gain more and more knowledge of this Din. However while 
we are seeking knowledge we also have to always pray to Allah (swt) to give us the knowledge 
that will benefit us and to protect us from the knowledge that will not benefit us. The beneficial 
knowledge is that which brings us closer to Allah (swt). The beneficial knowledge is the 
knowledge that makes us want to increase in our worship and servitude of Allah (swt). This is the 
knowledge that we should always ask Allah (swt) for. It is with this knowledge that we can 
propagate this Message to others and live a life of dawah like the Prophet (saw) and 'Isa (as) did. 
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50. And a messenger to the children of Israil saying "Surely I come to you with a sign 
from your Rabb, that I mould for you out of clay the shape of a bird, then I breathe 
into it and it becomes a bird with the permission of Allah, and I cure the one born 
blind and (I cure) the leaper, and I bring the dead back to life, (all) with the 
permission of Allah, and I inform you of what you eat and what you store up in your 
houses, surely in that is a sign if you are believers". 

In the previous ayahs Allah (swt) told us about how the angels described 'Isa (as) for 
Mariam (as). From that speech of the angels to Mariam (as), Allah (swt) now smoothly transitions 
the narration to the life of'Isa (as). So now the scene has changed to the life of'Isa (as). This is 
one part of the Miracle of the Quran where Allah (swt) can smoothly transition the narrative and 
the setting without the listener or the reader becoming lost. When human writers transition their 
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narratives, they have to set up for the transition otherwise they risk losing their readers. But 
Allah (swt) does not need any such set up, He (swt) can smoothly transition the narrative from 
one setting to another without the reader feeling lost or out of place. So in this ayah Allah (swt) 
transitions the story from the time when the angels came to Mariam (as) to the time of'Isa (as). 
Imagine yourself being taken now from the moment when the angels came to Mariam (as) to the 
time of the life of'Isa (as) when he (as) was carrying dawah to the people. 'Isa (as) was now a 
grown man and he (as) was calling the people to Allah (swt). 

Allah (swt) begins this ayah by saying "And a messenger to the children of Israil". 
Here Allah (swt) perfectly describes for us who 'Isa (as) is. He is not the son of god, he is not 
god, he is not any man, he is not a criminal, he is not an imposter or a sorcerer, but rather he 
(as) is the Messenger of Allah (swt) to the children of Israil. He (as) was sent to guide the 
children of Israil back to the worship and servitude of Allah (swt). This was who he (as) is. 
Nothing more and nothing less. So right in this very first part of the ayah we see that Allah (swt) 
establishes who 'Isa (as) is and He (swt) destroys all the misconceptions and falsehoods that 
people claim about him (as). 

As we know, every messenger that Allah (swt) sent to the people He (swt) sent with a 
sign to prove that he truly is from Allah (swt). 'Isa (as) was no different, in fact he (as) was given 
several signs and evidences to prove to the children of Israil that he (as) was indeed from Allah 
(swt). 'Isa (as) was given more signs than any other prophet whom they had previously received, 
and we know that they had received many prophets. So if they were to reject 'Isa (as) after all of 
these signs then they would have no argument for themselves before Allah (swt) whatsoever. 
This is why the first thing that Allah (swt) tells us about the dawah of'Isa (as) to his people was 
how he (as) said "Surely I come to you with a sign from your Rabb". 'Isa (as) tells the 
children of Israil how he (as) has come to them with signs from Allah (swt). Signs that show 
without a doubt that he (as) truly is the Messenger. 

Then Allah (swt) tells us of the first signs that 'Isa (as) was sent with. Allah (swt) tells us 
how 'Isa (as) said to his people "that I mould for you out of clay the shape of a bird, then 
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I breathe into it and it becomes a bird with the permission of Allah". 'Isa (as) took some 
clay, then he (as) molded that clay into the shape of a bird, and then he (as) blew into that clay 
figure, and it became a live bird that began to fly. But notice how soon after 'Isa (as) performs 
this miracle, he (as) tells the people that it was only by the permission of Allah (swt). 'Isa (as) 
had no power whatsoever to turn this clay figure into a live bird, it was only by the Will and 
permission of Allah (swt). If Allah (swt) had not given His (swt)'s permission, that clay would 
remain as clay. In fact, 'Isa (as) would not even have had the power to mould the clay into the 
figure of a bird were it not for the Will of Allah (swt). Even our own actions happen only with the 
Will of Allah (swt) because there is no might nor power except with Allah (swt). All that we have 
is the intention to perform an action, but the actual power to perform that action comes only 
from Allah (swt). So in this ayah we see how the children of Israil saw this clay sculpture of a 
bird coming to life right before their very eyes, this was an amazing miracle that was performed 
by the hands of'Isa (as), but it was only accomplished by the Will and permission of Allah (swt). 

Then 'Isa (as) said to the people that "I cure the one born blind and (I cure) the 
leaper". This was the next of the miracles that 'Isa (as) performed with the permission of Allah 
(swt). Ibn Kathir tells us in his tafsir of this ayah how every messenger from Allah (swt) was sent 
with the miracle that was the most suited to the people to whom he was sent. So for example at 
the time of Musa (as) the Egyptians were experts in magic, so Allah (swt) gave Musa (as) the 
ability to transform his staff into a living snake. This was a trick that many sorcerers at the time 
of Firaun used to perform, but of course their sticks were still only sticks even though they may 
seem to have moved in the eyes of the people. When these sorcerers saw the staff of Musa (as) 
turn into a live snake, they knew that this was not magic. They knew that this was a true miracle 
from Allah (swt), and so they believed in Musa (as). Similarly the children of Israil at the time of 
'Isa (as) were experts in medicine. So one of the miracles that Allah (swt) gave him (as) was the 
ability to heal and cure. In this ayah Allah (swt) tells us how 'Isa (as) was able to cure the 
blindness of the one who was born blind and how he (as) was able to heal the leapers of their 
crippling disease. These are two of the worst ailments that can strike any human being. To be 
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born blind, for your eyes never having the capacity to see, and lepersy, for your entire body to 
be paralyzed and deformed, these are two of the worst of afflictions that can come to any human 
being. Yet'Isa (as) was able to cure them completely, by the Will and permission of Allah (swt). 
Now at that time the children of Israil knew that there was no cure for the person who was born 
blind, and at that time there was no cure for lepersy. So when they saw the people who were 
suffering from these two afflictions being cured completely right in front of their eyes, they knew 
that this was a miracle from Allah (swt). They were the experts in medicine and so they knew 
that there were no cures for these diseases. They knew that no human being could cure such 
diseases out of their own power. So when they saw 'Isa (as) curing such diseases, they knew 
that he (as) was a messenger from Allah (swt). 

Then Allah (swt) tells us how 'Isa (as) said to the people "and I bring the dead to life 
with the permission of Allah". This was the next of the miracles that 'Isa (as) performed for 
the people. With the Will and permission of Allah (swt), he (as) was able to bring the dead back 
to life. What a great sign is this! Even today is there anyone who can give life back to the one 
who is dead? Will science and medicine ever reach a level where doctors will be capable of such 
a feat? Of course not, something like this is beyond the limited power of the human being. Only 
by the Will and permission of Allah (swt) can this happen. So once again when the children of 
Israil saw the dead people being given life right before their very eyes, they knew that 'Isa (as) 
was indeed a messenger from Allah (swt). They knew that this was a miracle because they knew 
that no human being had the power to do this. 

Then 'Isa (as) tells the children of Israil of the next of the miracles that he (as) was 
going to perform for them. He (as) says "and I inform you of what you eat and what you 
store up in your houses". The scholars tell us that even after seeing 'Isa (as) bring the dead 
back to life, and even after seeing him (as) cure the blind and the lepers, and even after seeing 
him (as) turn a clay sculpture of a bird into a living bird, the children of Israil still not 
acknowledge 'Isa (as) as the Messenger of Allah (swt). Of course they knew without a doubt in 
their hearts that he (as) was indeed the Messenger, but they refused to affirm and submit to this 
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truth because they knew what accepting this Message entails. They knew that accepting this 
Message means returning to a life of serving Allah (swt), and they did not want to do that. They 
would rather serve their lusts and their desires. So even after all of these signs, they arrogantly 
asked 'Isa (as) to produce for them yet another sign. Then 'Isa (as) produced for them the next 
of his signs. He (as) told each of them of what they ate and he (as) told each of them of what 
they had stored in their houses. So for each person who came to him (as), 'Isa (as) informed 
that person of what he had ate the night before and what he still had at home right now to eat 
for dinner that night. Thus 'Isa (as) was demonstrating for them how he had knowledge of the 
unseen. How could 'Isa (as) have seen what it is that each person among the children of Israil 
ate for dinner? How could he know what each of them had stored up in their houses? This is 
knowledge of the unseen which he (as) could not possibly have known about. So when each of 
them heard 'Isa (as) accurately inform them of what they had eaten and what they had saved, 
they knew that it was only Allah (swt) Who could have given 'Isa (as) such knowledge and so 
they knew that 'Isa (as) was the Messenger of Allah (swt). But even after they came to this 
realization, they still did not bring themselves to acknowledge the truth that they knew. 

Finally, after presenting to them all of these miracles and evidences, 'Isa (as) says to the 
children of Israil "surely in that is a sign if you are believers". There are laws that Allah 
(swt) has operating all over the universe. These laws are constants that never break. One of 
these laws is that the dead cannot come back to life. Another of these laws is that the clay figure 
of a bird has no life. Another of these laws is that a man's eyes cannot see what is beyond a wall. 
These are laws that Allah (swt) has fixed and so these are laws that never break. The one and 
only time that these laws break is when Allah (swt) gives them permission to break, and the only 
time that Allah (swt) gives them permission to break is when He (swt) sends a messenger to the 
people. Allah (swt) allows the messenger to break these laws in order to prove to the people that 
he truly is a messenger from Allah (swt). This then is the sign for all people that they may know 
who is truly a messenger from Allah (swt) and who is an imposter. So 'Isa (as) tells the people 
that if they want to believe then there are enough signs in what has been shown to them. 
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'Isa (as) tells the people that in all of these miracles that he (as) has presented, there is 
a sign for them if they are truly believers. So only the true believers, who are truly sincere to 
Allah (swt), will recognize these signs. The ones who truly recognize the purpose of their 
existence, the ones who know that they have a Creator and who are longing to know their 
Creator, they are the ones who will be waiting for this Message and who will willingly believe in it 
when they see the signs of the messenger. But as for the ones who do not care for their Creator, 
as for the ones who only care for themselves, they will not believe in this Message no matter how 
many signs they are shown. This is because the have already made up their minds that they do 
not want to serve their Creator, they do not even want to know about their Creator, they would 
rather live a life where they serve their own lusts and desires. A life of heedlessness to the One 
Who brought them into existence and the One Who sustains their existence at every moment. 
These people are not the true believers so they will not believe no matter how many signs they 
are shown. This is why 'Isa (as) says in this ayah that there are great signs in this Message, but 
they are only there for those who are true believers. They are only for the ones who are sincere. 
May Allah (swt) make us among the true and sincere believers who look for His (swt)'s signs and 
who believe in them when we see them! 

Another lesson that we can take from this ayah is to see once again how our beliefs must 
be established on an intellectual conviction. Look at what 'Isa (as) is doing in this ayah. He (as) is 
not telling the people to believe based on blind faith. Rather he (as) is showing them the signs so 
that they themselves could realize that he (as) is a messenger from Allah (swt). So our Din is and 
always has been a rational Din. A Din that encourages us to use our mind. Allah (swt) wants us 
to know with conviction that He (swt) is there and that this Message is indeed from Him (swt). 
Only when such a belief is ingrained in us will we think twice about disobeying Him (swt). You go 
to work everyday because you know that you will lose your job if you continuously miss work. Do 
you have this same conviction about your prayers? Is the thought of the Fire as certain in your 
mind? This conviction is what we need to build with ourselves Insha Allah. The first step in 
building that firm belief is the Book of Allah (swt) because it is our sign and miracle. 
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51. "And I confirm what came before me of the Tawrah, and I make permissible for 
you some of what was made forbidden on you, and I come to you with a sign from 
your Rabb so have taqwa of Allah and obey me". 

In this ayah Allah (swt) continues to tell us what was the speech of'Isa (as) to the 
children of Israil. In the previous ayah 'Isa (as) had shown them some of the greatest miracles 
that a messenger has ever shown his people. After seeing such great miracles the children of 
Israil then had no excuse whatsoever to reject the Message of Allah (swt). The only miracle that 
is greater than these miracles that 'Isa (as) performed is the Miracle of this Quran that was given 
to our Prophet (saw). So the children of Israil were shown sign upon sign and still they chose not 
to believe. Now in this ayah 'Isa (as) gives them even more reasons as to why they should this 
accept this Message. 

Isa (as) says to them "And I confirm what came before me of the Tawrah". Here 
'Isa (as) is telling the children of Israil that he (as) only came to follow and confirm the Tawrah. 
Despite all of these miracles that'Isa (as) had shown the people, he (as) never used these 
miracles to claim power for himself. He (as) never claimed that he (as) should be obeyed as a 
king or worshipped as a god because of these miracles. The vast majority of men, if they were to 
be given miracles such as these, if they were in the position of'Isa (as), they would use these 
miracles to gain power over the people. They would tell the people that they are a king or that 
they are god. But 'Isa (as) never said anything like that, he (as) only claimed to be a slave of 
Allah (swt). Furthermore he (as) never claimed to be bringing his own law but he (as) said that 
he came to confirm the Law of the Tawrah. He himself (as) only came to follow the Tawrah. 

What human being in such a situation would restrict their power by saying that they only came to 
follow and confirm the existing law? Instead of bringing a completely new law, 'Isa (as) came to 
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confirm and continue the Law of Allah (swt) that was in the Tawrah. This was the Law that was 
given to Musa (as) and the subsequent prophets and messengers after him (as). This fact that 
Isa (as) never sought power for himself further proves that he (as) was sent by Allah (swt) 
because no human being would ever give up power over the people by saying that he only came 
to follow the existing Law. Only a messenger from Allah (swt), who after showing the people 
such great miracles, would then follow the existing law instead of claiming power for himself. 

Now you may ask at this point that was not 'Isa (as) sent with the Injeel? If that was so 
then did not 'Isa (as) come with a separate Book and a separate Law for the children of Israil? 
'Isa (as) himself answers such questions in the next part of the ayah when he (as) says "and I 
make permissible for you some of what was made forbidden on you". The Injeel was 
not a complete abrogation of the Tawrah like the Quran was a complete abrogation of all the 
previous Books that came before it. As we know, the Quran completely abrogated all of the laws 
that came before it. Today the only law that is acceptable for mankind to follow is the Law of 
Allah (swt) that is found in the Quran and the Sunnah of the Prophet (saw). The laws of the 
previous prophets are no longer valid for us. But the Injeel with which 'Isa (as) was sent was not 
like this. Rather the Injeel was sent to supplement and support the Tawrah. The vast majority of 
the laws for the children of Israil were still in the Tawrah even after 'Isa (as) was sent. What the 
Injeel did mostly was to remind the children of Israil to return to the Tawrah. It reminded them 
that their purpose in life was to worship and serve Allah (swt). The only change to the Law in the 
Tawrah that the Injeel made was that some of the things that were once forbidden in the Tawrah 
were now made permissible in the Injeel. So in the Injeel Allah (swt) made permissible some of 
what had been previously forbidden for the children of Israil. Now you would think that this 
would then be a further incentive for them to accept 'Isa (as) as their messenger. Their worship 
and servitude of Allah (swt) was being made easier by the abrogation of these prohibitions. But 
that was not the case, they still turned away from the Message of 'Isa (as) even though his 
Message made permissible for them some of what was previously forbidden for them. Even 
though Allah (swt) made their Din easy for them, they still did not want to follow it. 
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Then 'Isa (as) says to the children of Israil "and I come to you with a sign from your 
Rabb". All of these miracles that Allah (swt) had allowed for 'Isa (as) to perform for the children 
of Israil was a clear sign that he (as) truly is a Messenger from Allah (swt). After seeing all of 
these signs, they should have had no reason whatsoever to turn away from him (as). How could 
a people see so many miracles with their own eyes and still turn away from the Message? This 
clearly shows that the issue here is not that they were not convinced that he (as) was from Allah 
(swt), but the issue is that they did not want to follow him (as). They did not want to worship 
and serve Allah (swt). These signs that 'Isa (as) presented for them were not from his own 
making, but they were from Allah (swt). They were breaks in the system of the universe that any 
human being can easily recognize, how then could they turn away from all of this? 

After reminding the children of Israil that he (as) had come to them with clear signs, 'Isa 
(as) then says to them, "so have taqwa of Allah and obey me". The first thing to note about 
this part of the ayah is the Arabic word fa. Recall how we said that this word was used for 
causation similar to the English word "so". In this part of the ayah 'Isa (as) tells the children of 
Israil to have taqwa of Allah (swt) and to obey him (as). But with the word fa, 'Isa (as) links the 
signs that he (as) told them about in the previous ayah with this command to have taqwa of 
Allah (swt) and to obey him (as). The meaning here is that 'Isa (as) had shown them these signs, 
now they are convinced that he (as) is truly a messenger from Allah (swt), what then should be 
the next step? What should they do next? If they are convinced of these signs, if they truly 
believe that he (as) has been sent by Allah (swt), then they should have taqwa of Allah (swt) and 
they should obey him (as). This Taqwa should be the result of their believing the signs that he 
(as) had been sent with. Taqwa is consciousness and fear. Think about Allah (swt), He (swt) has 
sent you a clear Message, He (swt) has sent you undeniable proofs and evidences so that you 
may know that this Message is indeed from Him (swt), how then do you think that He (swt) 
would like it if you were to turn away from this Message? If you were to turn away from this 
Message when you are certain that it is the Truth? How do you think Allah (swt) would like it? Do 
you think that He (swt) would be pleased with you? Of course not. So what is it that you must do 
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for Allah (swt) to be pleased with you? Once you know that this Message is the Truth, what then 
do you need to do in order for Allah (swt) to be pleased with you? As 'Isa (as) tells us in this 
ayah you need to obey the Messenger of Allah (swt). Your taqwa of Allah (swt) needs to be 
manifested by your obedience to the messenger that He (swt) sends. The more that you fear 
Allah (swt), the more that you will strive to be obedient to the Messenger that He (swt) sends. 
This is why 'Isa (as) tells the children of Israil in this ayah that if they are truly convinced by the 
clear signs that they have received from their Rabb, then they should have fear of Him (swt) by 
obeying His (swt)'s Messenger. Because as we know obedience to the messenger is obedience to 
Allah (swt). Every single messenger that Allah (swt) ever sent came with this same Message; 
have taqwa of Allah and obey me. 

So one lesson that we can take from this ayah is to see how our belief in Allah (swt) 
must be manifested in our actions. It must be manifested in us having Taqwa of Allah (swt) and 
in us striving to follow the Prophet (saw). It is not enough that we are simply convinced of the 
signs and proofs that we have seen. Rather once we become convinced that this Message is the 
Truth then that conviction should motivate us into action. If we allow ourselves to become lazy. 

If we do not have the Taqwa of Allah (swt) and we allow ourselves to fall into sin. Then we may 
even lose that conviction that Allah (swt) placed in our hearts. How terrible would that be? So we 
need to have Taqwa, we must always be conscious and mindful of the fact that we are under the 
constant Gaze of our Lord. We must always remember His Might and His Status. His (swt)'s right 
upon us to be worshipped and served. We must always remember how we will one Day soon 
return to Him (swt). We must also strive to follow the Prophet (saw). We must strive to learn 
about his (saw)'s life and emulate him (saw) in everything that we do. May Allah (swt) give us 
the enabling grace to do this! May Allah (swt) help us to realize that recognizing His (swt)'s signs 
should mean having taqwa of Him (swt)! May Allah (swt) help us to realize that the only way to 
have taqwa of Him (swt) is to follow His (swt)'s messenger! 
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52. Surely Allah is my Rabb and your Rabb, so serve Him, this is the Straight Path. 

We recite Surah Al-Fatihah at least seventeen times a day, and at least seventeen times 
a day, we ask Allah (swt) to guide us to the Straight Path. In this ayah Allah (swt) clearly tells us 
what the Straight Path is. Allah (swt) tells us about it through the words of'Isa (as) to the 
children of Israil. Remember that the dawah of all the prophets was the same. Recall in the 
previous ayah how 'Isa (as) had told his people about the clear proofs and evidences that he (as) 
had been sent with, how these miracles were a clear sign from Allah (swt) that he (as) was 
indeed the Messenger from Allah (swt) to them. 'Isa (as) reminded his people that once they had 
seen the clear signs, and once they had been convinced that this Message was indeed from Allah 
(swt), then they should have taqwa of Allah (swt) and obey him (as). To obey the messenger is 
to follow him on the Straight Path that he walks, the Path that leads to the Pleasure of Allah 
(swt). In this ayah 'Isa (as) tells his people and Allah (swt) tells us what that Straight Path is. 

Allah (swt) begins this ayah by telling us how 'Isa (as) said to the children of Israil 
"Surely Allah is my Rabb and your Rabb". Let us remind ourselves once again of what this 
title of Rabb means. When every single human being was only a soul, before we entered our 
bodies, before we came to the earth, Allah (swt) asked each and every one of us if He (swt) was 
our Rabb and we all said that He (swt) indeed was. So you have already made a promise to Allah 
(swt) that He (swt) is your Rabb. But do you remember what that means? It means that He (swt) 
is your Lord and Master, your King and Owner. It means that you owe to Allah (swt) your 
complete and unquestioned obedience. This is the fact that 'Isa (as) reminds the children of Israil 
in this ayah. 'Isa (as) tells them that Allah (swt) is their Rabb and his Rabb. In addition to calling 
on the children of Israil to worship and serve Allah (swt), Isa (as) also shows them how he also is 
only a helpless servant of Allah (swt) just like they are. We are all the slaves of Allah (swt). We 
are all the creation of Allah (swt). He (swt) sustains each and every one of us for every moment 
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of our existence. This is the bond that we all share. We were all created by Him (swt). We are all 
being sustained by Him (swt) at every moment. And we all promised that we would live only to 
please Him (swt). 

That is why 'Isa (as) tells the children of Israil in the next part of the ayah to "serve 
Him". Because Allah (swt) is your Rabb, that is why you must serve Him (swt). The word ibadah 
means complete servitude, it includes the acts of worship like Salah and fasting but it is not 
restricted only to these rituals. Rather it includes each and every action that you do, from the 
time that you open your eyes in morning to the time you go to sleep at night, each and every 
action that you do should be part of your servitude to Allah (swt). This is because He (swt) is the 
Master and you are the slave. When you truly realize the Majesty and Glory of Allah (swt), you 
will realize why He (swt) is the One Who is worthy of all your actions. So why should you not 
serve Allah (swt) with all of your heart when He (swt) is the Eternal, the One on whom all 
depend, the Perfect One, the Sublime One, and the One Who has given you everything that you 
have? So think about Allah (swt), reflect on His (swt)'s Greatness and Majesty, think about all His 
(swt)'s Perfect Names, remember all that He (swt) has done for you, then you will see why He 
(swt) is the One Who is worthy of all that you do. 

So what is this life of complete servitude to Allah (swt)? What does it mean? Allah (swt) 
tells us clearly in this ayah that this life of servitude to Him (swt) "is the Straight Path". The 
Straight Path is not a literal path that exists anywhere in this world today. You will not find it on 
any land on this earth. Rather the Straight Path is a metaphor for the life of complete servitude 
to Allah (swt). That is the Straight Path. For you to dedicate your entire self to Allah (swt). For 
every moment of your life, to find the action that is the most pleasing to Allah (swt) and then to 
do that action. To strive to reach that level where even your emotions and even your thoughts 
are only those that are pleasing to Allah (swt). That is the Straight Path. That is the Path that all 
of the prophets and messengers walked. That is the Path that all of mankind was created to walk 
on. How then can we walk on this Path? For us to know what is the Straight Path we have to 
study the life of our beloved (saw), and we have to strive to emulate him (saw) in everything 
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that he (saw) did. To strive to walk in the footsteps of the Prophet (saw), seeking only the 
Pleasure of Allah (swt) by it, that is the Straight Path. May Allah (swt) guide us all to it! 
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53. Then when 'Isa perceived kufr from them he said, "Who will by my helpers in the 
way of Allah?". The Hawariun replied, "We are the helpers of Allah, we believe in 
Allah, and bear witness that we are Muslims". 

In the previous ayahs Allah (swt) showed us how 'Isa (as) presented his dawah to the 
people. First'Isa (as) showed them miracles that he (as) performed with the permission of Allah 
(swt). These included bringing the dead back to life, curing the leapers and the blind, and turning 
a clay figure of a bird into a real bird. These miracles were undeniable proofs and evidences that 
gave the people a clear sign that he (as) had been sent by Allah (swt). Everyone who saw 'Isa 
(as) perform these miracles knew indeed that he (as) was sent by Allah (swt). They knew that no 
human could perform such miracles. 'Isa (as) then called on the people to serve Allah (swt) by 
following him (as). Servitude of Allah (swt) is based on following the Messenger. 'Isa (as) then 
reminded them to have taqwa of Allah (swt) and reminded them that Allah (swt) was indeed his 
Rabb and their Rabb. So Allah (swt) demanded their complete obedience and total submission. 
This was the Message from Allah (swt) that 'Isa (as) presented for the children of Israil. Now that 
the Message has been presented, in this ayah Allah (swt) tells us what was the response of these 
people when they had received this Message. 
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Allah (swt) begins this ayah by saying "Then when 'Isa perceived kufr from them 
he said, "Who will by my helpers in the way of Allah?"". Now we know that the vast 
majority of the children of Israil rejected the Message that Allah (swt) sent through 'Isa (as). 

Even though they were shown so many signs and miracles, even though there was no room 
whatsoever for them to doubt this Message, they still rejected it. This reminds us that it is not 
simply a matter of proofs and evidences. Rather in addition to being shown the signs, the human 
being must have a willingness in his heart to accept this Message. He must have a willingness to 
submit to Allah (swt) as he had been created to do. This willingness comes from a recognition of 
the Greatness and Majesty of Allah (swt), and a feeling of humility that comes before such 
Majesty. So only those who truly realize the Greatness of Allah (swt), only those who are humble 
and who are able to conquer their arrogance will accept this Message when it comes to them, 
others will find some excuse to reject the Message so that they can follow their desires. They will 
reject this Message even when they are certain that it is the Truth. 

Now in this ayah Allah (swt) tells us how 'Isa (as) perceived kufr from the children of 
Israil. This means that he (as) came to know that they had rejected his Message. He (as) came 
to know that they had rejected his Message even though they were certain that it was the Truth. 
That is what is meant when Allah (swt) says that 'Isa (as) sensed kufr from them. He (as) 
perceived how they had rejected this Message. He (as) saw how they had seen the miracles, how 
they were convinced that he (as) was the Messenger of Allah (swt), how they had absolutely no 
doubts whatsoever, but he (as) also saw how they still refused to follow him (as) and he (as) 
saw how they still continued to oppose him (as). Thus their kufr, their willful rejection of this 
Message, was so obvious from them that 'Isa (as) was able to perceive it from them even though 
he (as) was not able to read their hearts. That was the level to which they obstinately rejected 
this Message. Their kufr was so obvious and so blatant that you could almost taste it from them. 
May Allah (swt) save us from ever becoming like them! May Allah (swt) allow us to submit to this 
Message inwardly and manifest that submission outwardly! 
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When 'Isa (as) perceived this kufr from the people to whom he (as) had been 


commanded to that take the Message to, he (as) said "who will by my helpers in the way of 
Allah?" This shows us that when 'Isa (as) began his dawah he (as) was alone. It was only when 
he (as) saw that the people were beginning to reject his Message did he (as) seek supporters in 
his dawah. 'Isa (as) had begun carrying the Message of Allah (swt) all by himself, and he (as) 
had tried his best to carry the Message while he (as) was alone. It was only when the people 
started to reject him (as), and he (as) saw clearly that he (as) needed help and support, and 
when he (as) realized that he (as) would not be able carry the Message by himself did he (as) 
seek help and support. 

One lesson that we can take from this for our lives is to see that we do not need to be 
part of a group or a party to carry dawah. Any Muslim should carry dawah, and every Muslim 
should carry dawah. The Prophet (saw) has told us to relate from him (saw) even if it is only one 
ayah and the Prophet (saw) has commanded that the ones who are present should inform the 
ones who are absent. So whatever knowledge that we have of this Din, and when we are sure 
that it is correct knowledge, then we should carry it to others. Dawah is not only working to 
reestablish the Islamic State, although that is certainly part of dawah, but dawah is carrying what 
you know of this Din to others. It includes presenting the Message of Islam to the non-Muslims 
whom who you see are sincere and whom think have good hearts, dawah is also encouraging 
your Muslim brothers and sisters to do good deeds and to discourage them from the deeds that 
are displeasing to Allah (swt), dawah is also you taking the time to learn Arabic and study about 
this Din, all of this is dawah. So you do not need to be part of a group or a movement to carry 
dawah. Anytime you call to Allah (swt), be it with your words or with your pen or with your good 
behavior and upright character, it is dawah. Every Muslim can do dawah and every Muslim should 
do dawah. We live only to serve Allah (swt) and to call others to Him (swt), so we should do this 
in whatever way that we can. Even if we are by ourselves we can still call to Allah (swt) because 
such is the purpose of our existence. May Allah (swt) give us all the enabling grace to live a life 
of dawah to Him (swt)! 
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So 'Isa (as) saw that the people to whom he (as) was carrying the Message to were 
rejecting him (as). That is why after 'Isa (as) had tried his best to carry this Message by himself, 
he (as) then sought aid and support. He (as) asked the people who would be his helpers in the 
cause of Allah (swt). From this we can once again see the humanity of'Isa (as). We can see that 
despite the fact that he (as) performed so many amazing miracles, he (as) is still a human being. 

This also shows us that we all need help sometime. We can see from this ayah how even 
the prophets and messengers of Allah (swt), the very best of mankind, even they needed help in 
their dawah. So do not allow Shaitan to make you arrogant and make you think that you do not 
need help from anyone. Sometimes we have to work alone in our dawah, but sometimes it is also 
better to work in a group. This depends on your particular circumstance and environment. And 
regardless of if you are working in a group or if you are working alone, you should still seek help 
when you can see that you need it. This does not mean that you should become lazy or that you 
should not be relying on Allah (swt). You should always strive to the very best of your ability and 
you should always have the complete trust and reliance on Allah (swt), but at that same time 
when you see that you need help and you know that there are people who can help you, then 
you should seek their help. This is the lesson that your Lord is teaching you in this ayah. Do not 
allow your arrogance and your pride to prevent you from seeking help when you need it. We are 
all human and we are all limited in what we can do. 

But you should always remember that even when the people are helping you, it is really 
Allah (swt) Who is helping you. As we say in Surah Al-Fatihah, we serve only Allah (swt) and we 
seek help in that servitude only from Him (swt). Sometimes however that help from Allah (swt) 
comes through people. Sometimes Allah (swt) may help you and support you through the people 
around you, but like 'Isa (as) you need to have the humility to seek their help when you see that 
you need it. So may Allah (swt) give us the enabling grace to always try our best, to always trust 
in Him (swt), and may He (swt) save us from becoming arrogant and never seeking help of 
others! May Allah (swt) help us in every step that we take in this path of dawah, He (swt) Knows 
that we cannot do it without Him (swt)! 
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In the next part of the ayah Allah (swt) says "The Hawariun replied, "We are the 
helpers of Allah, we believe in Allah, and bear witness that we are Muslims"". 'Isa (as) 
called out to the people and asked which of them would be his helpers, which of them would 
support him (as) in the dawah as he (as) worked to carry the Message of Allah (swt) to the 
children of Israil. The scholars say that only twelve people out of all the people to whom 'Isa (as) 
called out for help stepped forward to help him (as). Out of the thousands of people who heard 
the call of'Isa (as), only twelve people came forward. These twelve were the Hawariun. Their 
name is derived from a word that means "pure white". This is because their hearts and their 
intentions were purely for Allah (swt). Given the situation that the dawah was in at that time, 
where both the hypocrites among children of Israil and the Romans who ruled over Jerusalem 
were opposing 'Isa (as), only the most sincere and the most true would step forward and offer to 
help him (as). This is because they knew the difficulty and the danger that was present in 
supporting a dawah that had enemies everywhere. Those people whose hearts were in any way 
attached to the life of this world would not have risen forth for this challenge, but the Hawariun 
had their hearts fixed on Allah (swt). All that they cared about was pleasing Him (swt). That was 
why they rose up to support this dawah despite the danger and the difficulty involved. May Allah 
(swt) make us like them! 

They first say that they are the helpers of Allah (swt). Now some people may ask at this 
point as to why Allah (swt) needs help. Allah (swt) Who is the One Free of all needs, why does 
He (swt) need help? Of course the answer to this question is that they are not helping Allah (swt) 
Himself but they are helping the cause of Allah (swt). They are helping to establish the Law of 
Allah (swt) in the land and they are helping to carry the Message of Allah (swt) to the people. 

In his tafsir of this ayah Mawdudi tells us that to be a helper of Allah (swt) is actually a 
level higher than being a servant of Allah (swt). When you perform all that Allah (swt) has 
obligated you to do, and when you stay away from all that Allah (swt) has prohibited you from, 
then you are serving Allah (swt). When you make your Salah and your fasts and when you lower 
your gaze and you hold your tongue then you are serving Allah (swt). But in addition to doing 
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this, when you dedicate your entire life to propagating the Message of Allah (swt) and you 
dedicate your life to establishing the Law of Allah (swt) in the land, then you are not only a 
servant of Allah (swt) but you are also a helper of Allah (swt). This is the station that we should 
all try to reach. This is what the prophets and those who are nearest to Allah (swt) did. So 
always remind yourself that you are in this earth on a mission. Everything that you do must be to 
fulfill this mission. Even if you never bring back the Islamic State, you will still be rewarded for 
trying your best. So even though it is difficult you should still try your very best. No matter how 
rough this Path becomes you have to keep on walking on it. Just imagine the kind of reward that 
Allah (swt) has in place for you when you return to Him (swt) and He (swt) informs you how you 
spend your entire life helping His (swt)'s cause on earth. 

The Hawariun then say how they believe in Allah (swt). Why do they make this 
statement? It should be obvious from the fact that they are helping 'Isa (as) that they really do 
believe in Allah (swt). Why do they explicitly say this? It is because our striving and our efforts to 
help the cause of Allah (swt) are only because we believe in Allah (swt). We believe in Allah (swt) 
with all our hearts. We believe that He (swt) is our Lord and our Master and the One to Whom 
we all must return. This is why we do all that we can to serve Him (swt). This is why we are 
helpers in His (swt)'s cause no matter what the difficulty and danger might be. We work in this 
life of dawah only because we believe in Allah (swt). In other words our efforts to support this 
dawah and work for its propagation are a direct result of our belief in Allah (swt). The more that 
we believe the more that we will work for this dawah. The same was true for Hawariun. They 
had the deepest conviction in the Truthfulness of this Message and that was why they sacrificed 
everything for it and they strove to their utmost for it. May Allah (swt) allow us to be like them! 

Finally the Hawariun say "bear witness that we are Muslims". The Hawariun are 
making a request that witness be made that they are Muslims. This could be a request to 'Isa 
(as) or to Allah (swt) or to both. They are asking that witness be made that they are indeed the 
sincere and true servants of Allah (swt) who submit themselves completely to Him (swt). This is 
what it means to be Muslim. Your Islam is not in a name but your Islam is in your heart and in 
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your actions. When you believe in Allah (swt) and what the Prophet (saw) brought to you with all 
of your heart. When you strive to the best of your ability to spend the most moments of your life 
as possible in the servitude of Allah (swt) by doing the actions that He (swt) is pleased with, by 
staying away from the actions that He (swt) is displeased with, and by actively working to help 
His (swt)'s cause. This is what it means to be Muslim. How many Muslims are there like this in 
the world today? May Allah (swt) make us among the true and sincere Muslims! May Allah (swt) 
bear witness that we are indeed Muslims who submit ourselves completely to Him (swt)! 




54. "Our Rabb, we have believed in what you have sent down, and we have followed 
the Messenger, so write us down among those who bear witness". 

In this ayah Allah (swt) continues to tell us about the speech of the Hawariun. Recall 
from the previous ayah how the Hawariun were the only ones who stepped forward to help 'Isa 
(as) and support him (as) in his dawah. They were the ones who were truly sincere and who 
cared only about pleasing Allah (swt). This is why they supported the dawah even though it was 
very dangerous for them and their families to do so. They called out to Allah (swt) and affirmed 
that they believed in Him (swt), they promised to help the cause of Allah (swt), and they 
requested that witness be made that they are indeed Muslims. In this ayah Allah (swt) continues 
to relate to us their beautiful words. 

Allah (swt) tells us how they say "Our Rabb, we have believed in what you have 
sent down". This ayah is an actually a dua that the Hawariun make, and so notice how they 
begin their dua by addressing Allah (swt) with the most appropriate title for duas. They call on 
Him (swt) as their Rabb and thus affirm how they are weak and helpless and how they are in 
total need of Him (swt). By calling Him (swt) through this title, they affirm that He (swt) is their 
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Creator, Sustainer, Nurturer, Lord and Master. They then tell Allah (swt) how they have believed 


in what He (swt) has sent down. Allah (swt) has sent all of mankind a message, and so when you 
affirm to Him (swt) that you have believed in His (swt)'s Message then you are hoping that He 
(swt) will be pleased with you. Thus in your prayer you seek to come closer to Allah (swt) 
through the fact that you have believed. Your choosing to believe is in fact the greatest of your 
deeds. This is why before they make their request in this dua, the Hawariun first tell Allah (swt) 
what they have done in order for Him (swt) to be pleased with them. They have believed in the 
Message that He (swt) has sent down to them. 

Then the Hawariun say "and we have followed the Messenger". So the Hawariun 
say to Allah (swt) that not only have they believed in the Message that He (swt) has revealed but 
they have also followed the Messenger that He (swt) has sent. Once you believe in the Message, 
then you must follow their Messenger. The extent to which you follow the Messenger 
demonstrates the extent to which you have believed in the Message. So for us, the more that we 
follow the Prophet (saw) in everything that we do, the more that our belief in Allah (swt) is 
demonstrated. The Hawariun strove to model the behavior of'Isa (as) in everything that they 
did. They supported him (as) in the dawah and they modeled their thinking and behavior on his. 
This is what it means to follow the messenger. May Allah (swt) give us the enabling grace to 
follow our messenger as well! 

So in order to win the Pleasure of Allah (swt) and in the hope that He (swt) will answer 
their prayer, the Hawariun first address Allah (swt) as their Rabb, then they tell Him (swt) how 
they have believed in the Message that He (swt) has sent and how they have followed the 
Messenger that He (swt) has raised. But what is it that the Hawariun want of Allah (swt)? What 
are they seeking from Him (swt) in this prayer? They say "so write us down among those 
who bear witness". This is what they want, they want to be written down among those who 
bear witness. Now who are the people who bear witness? In his tafsir of this ayah Ibn Kathir 
quotes a hadith with a good chain where the Prophet (saw) said that the people "who bear 
witness" was his (saw)'s Ummah. The Ummah of the Prophet (saw) are the ones who bear 
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witness. On the Day of Judgment when Allah (swt) gathers all of mankind together, each prophet 
will bear witness for the nation that he was sent to, the Prophet (saw) will bear witness for our 
nation, and our nation will be bear witness for the rest of mankind. So our nation is the nation 
who will bear witness. Can you even begin to realize what a great responsibility this is? It means 
that our nation, the Ummah of the Prophet (saw), is the nation that has to bear witness for all of 
the human beings that were born non-Muslim after the time of the Prophet (saw). Have you 
prepared what you are going to say before Allah (swt) on that Day? Do you have your excuse 
ready as to why you spent your life sleeping, playing and idly talking? Each and every Muslim 
needs to wake up and realize the tremendous burden that is on their shoulders. We have to 
strive day and night to carry this dawah that Allah (swt) has given us. It is by no means an easy 
task, it requires tremendous effort and sacrifice. But remember that the Hawariun \nqxq. asking 
to be a part of this Ummah. Why was that? Why were they so eager to be a part of this Ummah? 
Remember that at that time this Ummah did not even exist. The Prophet (saw) still had not been 
sent. But the Hawariun knew about our Ummah through 'Isa (as) and they beg of Allah (swt) to 
be written down as a part of it. Why was that? It is because of the great reward that comes from 
being a member of the Ummah of Allah (swt)'s most beloved (saw). Even though it is great 
responsibility, being a member of this Ummah also has a great reward. On the Day of Judgment, 
the Prophet (saw) will be the nearest to Allah (swt), and Insha Allah if Allah (swt) is pleased with 
us then He (swt) will place us near His (swt)'s beloved (saw). But we have to earn for ourselves 
this high position by striving hard in the path of dawah and jihad. We see in this ayah that the 
Hawariun strove hard to spread the Message along with 'Isa (as), but in their hearts they 
wanted to be part of the Ummah of the Prophet (saw). They prayed for Allah (swt) to write them 
down along with the Ummah of the Prophet (saw). May Allah (swt) make us realize how 
fortunate we are to be in the Ummah of the Prophet (saw), and may Allah (swt) enable us to do 
the actions that are worthy of this Ummah! 
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55. And they plotted, and Allah plotted, and Allah is the Best of Plotters. 

'Isa (as) continued to carry dawah to the children of Israil. However the more that he 
(as) called to them, the more signs and evidences that he (as) showed to them, the more that he 
(as) reminded them again and again to come back to Allah (swt), the further away from him (as) 
they went. When 'Isa (as) saw that he (as) was not able to carry this dawah all by himself, then 
he (as) called out to the people and asked who of them would support him (as). As we saw only 
twelve stepped up and came to support 'Isa (as). But even with this support, even with this 
group that 'Isa (as) had, the children of Israil still refused to follow him (as). Even when there 
was a group of people calling them instead of one person, they still refused to respond to this 
Message that Allah (swt) had sent to them. In this ayah Allah (swt) shows us how they not only 
refused to believe in the Message but how they went even further in their rebellion and rejection. 
Allah (swt) shows us here how they plotted to destroy this Message. 

Allah (swt) begins this ayah by saying "And they plotted". When the Jews saw that 'Isa 
(as) would not desist in his calling them to Allah (swt), when they saw that he (as) would not 
leave them be, they decided to put an end to him (as) and his dawah once and for all. They went 
to the Roman governor who was ruling over Philistine at that time and convinced him that 'Isa 
(as) was a dangerous heretic who needed to be stopped. They convinced him that the only way 
to stop 'Isa (as) was by capturing him and crucifying him. They wanted to display the cross in 
front of all of the children of Israil so that their people would know what would be the fate of 
those who joined in the group of'Isa (as) and called to Allah (swt). So the Roman governor took 
their advice, and he sent his soldiers to get 'Isa (as). See now all of the opposition that the 
dawah to Allah (swt) faced, how it was being opposed from all sides. On the one hand there 
were the powerful disbelievers, the superpower of the land with all of their soldiers and their 
secret service agents who were opposing the dawah. They saw this dawah as a threat because 
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they knew that it sought to establish the rule of Allah (swt) in the land and to take the 
sovereignty in the land away from them. Then on the other hand there were the hypocrites and 
the traitors among the Muslim community who would sell their own brethren to save their own 
skins and to get the transient pleasures of the life of this world. They also betrayed Allah (swt) 
and betrayed their Muslim brothers and sisters by trying to destroy this dawah and trying to have 
its members captured, tortured and killed by the enemies of this Message. They tell the Muslims 
to compromise with the enemy. They tell the Muslims that life under kufr rule is good. They tell 
the Muslims to give up on the dawah. 'Isa (as) and the Hawariun were alone in their calling the 
people to Allah (swt), and they were opposed by all those who around them. Does this not 
remind you of the dawah today? The enemies of Islam have always hated this Message, and they 
have always been working night and day, plotting and planning on how to destroy it. They have 
plotted to destroy it in every way that they can. But will they be successful? 

No of course not because as Allah (swt) says "and Allah plotted". They are plotting 
and planning but Allah (swt) is also plotting and planning, and who do you think is better at 
plotting and planning? Allah (swt) says "and Allah is the Best of Plotters". Allah (swt) is Best 
at making plans and plots. In the end Allah (swt)'s Plan will prevail and their plan will fail. This is 
because Allah (swt) encompasses all that they do with His (swt)'s Knowledge. Allah (swt) Hears 
what they say to each other when they gather in secret, He (swt) Sees the sinister traps that 
they set up for His (swt)'s true servants, and He (swt) Knows all that they are going to do to try 
and destroy the dawah of His (swt)' dedicated servants. Not only does Allah (swt) have the full 
Knowledge of all that they do but He (swt) also has all of the Power to stop all of their plans and 
even to turn their plans against them. So while they are plotting a plan against the believers, 

Allah (swt) is plotting a plan against them. Allah (swt) is the Best of Plotters so Allah (swt)'s plan 
will come to fruition while their plan will come to ruin. 

For example in the time of'Isa (as), the Jews conspired with the Romans to crucify and 
assassinate 'Isa (as). But when the Roman soldiers went to capture 'Isa (as), Allah (swt) made 
the likeness of'Isa (as) to appear on the one Jew who was the most vehement in his opposition 
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against the dawah. The face of this enemy of Allah (swt) changed so that he looked just like 'Isa 
(as). So instead of capturing 'Isa (as), the Romans captured this Jew. This Jew who was calling 
for the death of'Isa (as) more than anyone else. This Jew who wanted to destroy the dawah 
more than anyone else. He was the one who was crucified on the cross because Allah (swt) 
made his face to appear like the face of'Isa (as). So the Romans thought that he was 'Isa (as) 
and they crucified him instead. So you see how their plan completely backfired on them. They 
wanted to capture 'Isa (as) and put him to a slow and agonizing death, but Allah (swt) saved 'Isa 
(as) and made the worst of them to be captured and it was this enemy of Allah (swt) who was 
put to a slow and agonizing death. Nailed to the cross, made to wear a crown of thorns, and 
bleeding to death slowly before all to see. That was his terrible fate for opposing the Message of 
Allah (swt). They are planning and Allah (swt) is planning, and Allah (swt) is the Best of Planners. 
This will be the fate of all those who oppose this Message, pain and humiliation in the life of this 
world and an even greater pain and humiliation in the next world. May Allah (swt) save us from 
ever becoming from among them! May Allah (swt) give us the enabling grace to serve this dawah 
loyally throughout our entire lives! 

So although these may be distressing times for those who work in the dawah today, we 
should never lose hope and we should never let our fear overtake us. We should remember what 
those who came before us in the dawah went through, and we should remember how Allah (swt) 
saved them and rewarded them in full and how He (swt) punished their enemies. The only ones 
who become so afraid that they give up on this dawah, and the only ones who betray this 
dawah, are the ones who have forgotten Allah (swt). Their unwillingness to strive and sacrifice 
for this dawah shows their hypocrisy. It shows their lack of faith. They chose the life of this world 
to the Hereafter. They chose their desires over Allah (swt). We saw in this ayah what was their 
fate. May Allah (swt) save us from ever becoming them! 
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56. And when Allah said "Oh Isa, I will take you completely and raise you to Me, and I 
will purify you from the ones who do kufr, and I will appoint the ones who follow you 
above the ones who do kufr until the Day of Standing, then to Me is the return of all 
of you, and I will judge between you wherein you used to disagree. 

In the previous ayah we saw how the Jews and the Romans plotted and planned with 
each other to kill 'Isa (as) and to destroy the dawah to Allah (swt). We also saw how Allah (swt) 
was planning while they were planning, and we saw how Allah (swt) is the Best of Planners. We 
saw how Allah (swt) caused the worst among them to be the one who was crucified and we saw 
how Allah (swt) saved 'Isa (as) from their plots and their treachery. Now in this ayah Allah (swt) 
tells us about what was the fate of'Isa (as). Allah (swt) shows us how He (swt) saved 'Isa (as) 
from the enemies of this Message. 

Mawdudi asks us to note in his tafsir of this ayah how Allah (swt) is refuting the corrupt 
Aqeedah of the Christians step by step. The first corruption in the Aqeedah of the Christians 
comes from the miraculous way in which 'Isa (as) was born. They say that he (as) is divine and 
that his mother is divine because of the way in which he (as) was born. Allah (swt) showed us 
how the miracle of the birth of 'Isa (as) was only from the Will of Allah (swt). Allah (swt) can do 
all things and He (swt) willed for 'Isa (as) to be born without a father. Thus there was nothing 
divine about 'Isa (as) or his mother because of this, but rather the miracle of his birth was a 
demonstration of the Power and Ability of Allah (swt). Allah (swt) clearly showed us how 'Isa (as) 
and Mariam (as) were not divine in any way but how they were both only His (swt)'s dedicated 
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slaves. The next reason for the corruption in the Aqeedah of the Christians comes from the 


miracles that 'Isa (as) performed. Many of them say that he (as) was divine because of these 
miracles. These same Christians would even acknowledge that Musa (as) and other prophets 
peformed similar miracles but they would never say that these prophets were divine. Allah (swt) 
refuted this idea as well by reminding them how 'Isa (as) himself said that he (as) only did these 
miracles with the permission of Allah (swt). So it was not by his own power and ability that'Isa 
(as) was able to perform these miracles, he (as) is only a weak human being, but it was from the 
Power of Allah (swt). In other words Allah (swt) performed these miracles at the hands of'Isa 
(as) just like He (swt) did for all the other prophets. Finally many Christians claim that 'Isa (as) 
was divine because he (as) ascended up to the heavens. In this ayah Allah (swt) addresses this 
claim of the Christians and He (swt) shows us how even the ascension was only by His (swt)'s 
Will and not from 'Isa (as) himself. So in these ayahs we have seen how Allah (swt) destroys 
each of the corruptions in the beliefs of the Christians, and He (swt) shows us what is the Truth. 
Allah (swt) shows us what is true with respect to 'Isa (as) and what is the falsehood that the 
people have invented. 

Allah (swt) begins this ayah by telling us how He (swt) said to 'Isa (as) "Oh Isa, I will 
take you completely". This is what Allah (swt) spoke to 'Isa (as) when the enemies of the 
dawah were coming to capture him (as). Allah (swt) told 'Isa (as) that He (swt) was going to 
take him (as) completely. The Arabic word Mutawaffithat Allah (swt) uses in this ayah could 
mean "to cause to die", so some scholars have said that Allah (swt) told 'Isa (as) that He (swt) 
was going to cause him (as) to die. But the literal meaning of this word Mutawaffi means "to take 
completely". We must always take the literal meaning if that meaning is possible. So that is the 
meaning that we have preferred in our tafsir. Furthermore we also know from authentic hadith 
that 'Isa (as) return to earth at the time of Ad-Dajjal. So the meaning that we can take from the 
word Mutawaffi is that it means "to take completely" and not to "cause to die". Allah (swt) took 
'Isa (as) completely, this means that He (swt) took 'Isa (as)'s soul and body. When the Roman 
soldiers came to the house where 'Isa (as) was in they found no one there. 
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Then Allah (swt) says "and raise you to Me". The meaning of this part of the ayah is 
not that Allah (swt) literally raised up 'Isa (as) to where He (swt) is. This is because we know 
that Allah (swt) is not restricted to a particular place. He (swt) exists beyond time and space. 
Rather the meaning of this part of the ayah is that Allah (swt) raised 'Isa in rank near to Him 
(swt). Even in other ayahs of the Quran Allah (swt) has told us how He (swt) raises the believers 
and those who have knowledge in degrees. This is how Allah (swt) raised up 'Isa (as). In fact in 
his tafsir of this ayah Imam Qurtubi also tells us that the word "and" in this ayah does not denote 
sequence. So it is not that Allah (swt) took 'Isa (as) completely and then raised him (as). Rather 
Allah (swt) raised 'Isa (as) even before He (swt) took him (as). This is the interpretation of this 
ayah that the classical scholars of Islam have given and as always Allah (swt) Knows best! 

Then Allah (swt) says "and I will purify you from the ones who do kufr". There are 
two meanings present in this part of the ayah. One meaning is that Allah (swt) will remove 'Isa 
(as) from the environment and surroundings of those who do kufr. Remember that 'Isa (as) and 
the Hawariun were alone in the dawah that they carried. They were surrounded by the people 
who do kufr and who were heedless of Allah (swt). They were engulfed in an environment of sin 
and corruption. So when Allah (swt) took'Isa (as) away from this corrupted and sinful 
environment, He (swt) purified 'Isa (as) of the ones who do kufr. He (swt) removed His (swt)'s 
noble prophet of being in the company of those who were given to sin and corruption. Those 
who were ungrateful to Allah (swt) and those who were heedless of Him (swt). 'Isa (as) was 
purified of such filthy people. This is one meaning of this part of the ayah. 

Another meaning that this part of the ayah gives is that Allah (swt) will clean the name 
of'Isa (as) from the lies and the fabrications of those who do kufr. Both the Jews and the 
Christians have slandered the name of'Isa (as). The Jews have falsely accused 'Isa (as) of being 
a heretic and a criminal, and they say that he (as) was a "bastard child" and that his mother was 
a "whore". May Allah (swt) curse them for their lies! The Christians are even worse in that they 
say that 'Isa (as) is "the son of god" and that Mariam (as) is "the mother of god". May Allah (swt) 
curse them for their lies as well! Both of these groups speak lies and fabrications that have no 
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truth to them whatsoever. So when Allah (swt) tells 'Isa (as) that He (swt) is going to purify him 
(as) from the ones who do kufr, this means that He (swt) is going to clear his (as)'s name and 
the name of his mother from these false lies and accusations. We know that Allah (swt) did 
indeed do this in the Quran and through the words of the Prophet (saw). In the Quran, Allah 
(swt) clearly told the whole world the truth about 'Isa (as) and Mariam (as) and He (swt) 
completely destroyed the fabrications that the ones who did kufr did. So in more ways than one 
did Allah (swt) purify 'Isa (as) from the ones who do kufr. This is the Mercy and Grace of Allah 
(swt) for those of His (swt)'s servants whom He (swt) is pleased with. May Allah (swt) be pleased 
with us as well! 

Then Allah (swt) says "and I will appoint the ones who follow you above the ones 
who do kufr until the Day of Standing". Here Allah (swt) tells 'Isa (as) that He (swt) will 
make the ones who follow him (as) to be above the ones who do kufr until the Day of Judgment. 
Allah (swt) will raise the true believers and the true followers of'Isa (as) above the ones who do 
kufr until the Day of Judgment. Now there are two issues that need clarification in this part of 
the ayah. One is that who are these true believers and these true followers of'Isa (as)? They are 
the ones who believe in 'Isa (as) as he (as) truly is, as the Messenger of Allah (swt). They follow 
him (as) as he (as) is the messenger of Allah (swt). They do not say that he (as) was a heretic 
nor do they say that he (as) was divine. These were the true followers of'Isa (as) before Allah 
(swt) sent the Prophet (saw), and today they are the Ummah of the Prophet (saw). These are 
the true believers and the true followers of'Isa (as). They are the ones who believe in him (as) 
as he (as) is the messenger of Allah (swt). So they are ones whom Allah (swt) will make to be 
above the ones who do kufr. The second issue that needs clarification is how exactly will Allah 
(swt) make them above the ones who do kufr. Does it mean that Allah (swt) will give them 
political sovereignty above the ones who do kufr? Does it mean that He (swt) will make them 
victorious over the ones who do kufr? While these meanings are possible, and while we have 
seen these meanings sometime happen, we have also seen the ones who do kufr gain victory 
over the true believers and we have seen the ones who do kufr have political sovereignty above 
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the true believers. So what does Allah (swt) mean that He (swt) will make the ones who believe 
in and follow 'Isa (as) correctly above the ones who do kufr? It means that He (swt) will raise 
them in their station to Him (swt). Allah (swt) will make them above the ones who do kufr in 
their nearness to Him (swt). Allah (swt) will prefer them and love them above the ones who do 
kufr. This is because they sincerely followed 'Isa (as) as the messenger of Allah (swt) and they 
did not invent any lies or fabrications against him (as). May Allah (swt) include us in this 
company of those who are raised closer to Him (swt)! 

This part of the ayah is also an evidence for what we said previously. When Allah (swt) 
says that He (swt) "raises" someone and when He (swt) says that He (swt) is "above" someone, 
this does not mean that it is so in the literal sense. Each ayah of the Quran has to be understood 
along with the other ayahs. In other ayahs Allah (swt) has clearly told us that He (swt) is without 
need for anything, this means that He (swt) is without need for a space to be in. Only the 
creation needs a space to be in and that is one of our limitations. The Creator has no such 
limitations. Allah (swt) has also told us that He (swt) is nothing like the creation so we cannot 
believe in Him (swt) being confined to a particular location like creation is. These ayahs show us 
that Allah (swt) is not above the seven heavens as some people today would claim. The people 
who say this have simply took the literal meaning of some ayahs without considering the other 
ayahs in the Quran. As can be seen from how Allah (swt) uses the word "above" in this ayah, He 
(swt) does not use it in the literal sense. The true believers are not literally "above" those who 
disbelieve. Rather we are above them in our rank and nearness to Allah (swt). Insha Allah this is 
how we must understand the ayahs where Allah (swt) speaks of Him (swt) being "above" us. As 
always Allah (swt) Knows best! 

In the final part of this ayah Allah (swt) says "then to Me is the return of all of you, 
and I will judge between you wherein you used to disagree". Allah (swt) will take Isa (as) 
completely, then He (swt) will purify 'Isa (as) and Mariam (as) from the lies and accusations of 
the ones who do kufr, and then He (swt) will make the true believers and the true followers of 
'Isa (as) above the ones who do kufr in their nearness to Him (swt) until the Day of Judgment. 
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But then what will happen when the Day of Judgment comes? Allah (swt) tells us in this part of 
the ayah. First Allah (swt) tells us how all of mankind will return to Him (swt) on that Day. This is 
a fact that we all know but this is also a fact that we must always remind ourselves of. Every 
moment of our life is nothing but a preparation for this time when we return to Allah (swt). So 
always keep this meeting with your Rabb in your mind and do everything that you can to prepare 
for it. Then Allah (swt) tells all of mankind that Fie (swt) will judge between them in all that they 
used to disagree. We know that especially about 'Isa (as) there has been a lot of disagreement 
among all mankind. Every religion has their opinion about who 'Isa (as) was and what he (as) 
did. Even the various sects within Christianity are deeply divided when it comes to 'Isa (as). They 
are even divided on core and fundamental issues of belief such as what 'Isa (as) supposedly was. 
Some say that he was the "son of god", some say that he "was god", some say that he was 
"human but became divine for a moment and them became human again", some say that he was 
"one of three", and even more say other falsehoods about him (as). Then the Jews have their 
own false claims about 'Isa (as), and then the atheists have their own falsehood. Everyone is 
disagreeing about who 'Isa (as) was. In this part of the ayah Allah (swt) tells all of mankind that 
they are going to return to Him (swt) and that Fie (swt) is going judge between them where they 
differed and disagreed. Allah (swt) is going to tell them about the falsehood that they spoke 
about 'Isa (as) and Fie (swt) is going to tell them what the truth is. Allah (swt) is going to tell 
them that the truth about 'Isa (as) was what was in His (swt)'s Book and Fie (swt) is going to 
question them as to why they did not follow it. That is the Day of Judgment to which all of 
mankind must return to. That is the Day in which all disagreements and disputes will be settled. 
The ones who were sincere to the Truth will be rewarded and the ones who spoke corruptions 
and falsehoods to serve their desires will be punished. May Allah (swt) help us all to do all that 
we can to prepare for this Day! May Allah (swt) guide us to the correct belief in Him (swt)! 
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57. Then as to ones who do kufr, I will punish them with a severe punishment in this 
life and in the Hereafter, and there will not be for them any helpers. 

So the enemies of this Message planned a great plan to destroy this dawah. They wanted 
to kill 'Isa (as) and crucify him (as) on the cross. They wanted to make him (as) as an example 
for all those who would call to Allah (swt) after him (as). They planned a dark and sinister plan. 
But Allah (swt) foiled their plans. He (swt) removed 'Isa (as) from their environment of kufr and 
He (swt) purified him (as) of all of the lies and fabrications that they spoke about him (as). Then 
Allah (swt) told 'Isa (as) how all of mankind would return to Him (swt) on the Day of Judgment 
and how He (swt) was going to judge between all of them in all that they differed. All of mankind 
is going to be divided into two groups on that Day. In this ayah Allah (swt) tells us what He (swt) 
is going to do with the group whom He (swt) is displeased with. With the group that rejected 
this Message when it reached them and who were ungrateful to their Creator and Sustainer. 

Allah (swt) says "Then as to ones who do kufr, I will punish them with a severe 
punishment in this life and in the Hereafter". This ayah should make each and every one of 
us shudder with fear. Yes this ayah is speaking about those who reject this Message, those who 
planned and plotted against this Message, the ones who tried to kill and persecute the callers to 
this Message. Yes, this ayah is speaking about them. And as we saw in the case of the Jew who 
was crucified instead of'Isa (as), he certainly found a terrible punishment from Allah (swt) in this 
world and of no doubt an even more severe punishment awaits him in the Hereafter. So this 
ayah is certainly talking about those who oppose this Message, and in that it is a great 
consolation for the ones who work in the path of this dawah, it is a consolation in that they know 
that the ones who have denied Allah (swt) and the ones who have persecuted their brothers and 
sisters will get their due punishment. 
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So this ayah is talking about the enemies of this Message, but at the same time we can 
never think that this ayah is speaking only about them. It is not speaking only about those who 
openly reject this Message and those who oppose this Message. There are others who are 
included in the threat of punishment that this ayah gives. Allah (swt) says in this ayah that the 
ones who do kufr will have this terrible punishment in this world and in the Hereafter. Recall how 
we said that there are two levels to kufr. One level is when you conceal the truth that you know. 
Another level is when you are ungrateful to Allah (swt) for all of the bounties and gifts that He 
(swt) has bestowed on you. Even Muslims can be guilty of this second form of kufr. How grateful 
to Allah (swt) have we been for all of the favors and blessings that He (swt) has bestowed on us? 
Have we strove in the path of the dawah like those who came before us? What have we done for 
the cause of Allah (swt)? Are we among those who simply enjoy this world thinking that the Day 
of Judgment will never come and that we will never return to Allah (swt)? Do we have the 
audacity to think that we can just enjoy these gifts and pleasures that we have been given 
without making any kind of effort to be grateful to Allah (swt) for all that He (swt) has given us? 
How utterly arrogant is such thinking? What have we done to deserve all that we have been 
given? May Allah (swt) save us from such thinking! May Allah (swt) make us all wake up from 
this slumber that we are in! May Allah (swt) make us return to the path of dawah and to a life of 
worship and servitude to Him (swt) so that we can repay Him (swt) for all that He (swt) blessed 
us with! If we do not do that then we also must fear the punishment that Allah (swt) gives in this 
ayah. May Allah (swt) save us from it! May Allah (swt) save us from it! 

So this ayah should make us tremble with fear. There are at least three points that we 
can note about this ayah that should put that fear in us. First we can see that it is Allah (swt) 

Who will be doing the punishment. How Powerful is Allah (swt)? How Able is Allah (swt)? How 
Mighty is Allah (swt)? If Allah (swt) wanted to punish, how could He (swt) punish? It would be 
beyond your worst nightmare. May Allah (swt) save us from Him (swt)! Then next point to note 
is how Allah (swt) repeats the word for punishment twice in this ayah. Allah (swt) says "I will 
punish them with a severe punishment". Notice how the word "punish" comes twice. The 
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original Arabic word 'adab \s a powerful and earth shattering word. Allah (swt) is repeating this 
word twice to make us realize just how terrible His (swt)'s punishment will be. Even the sound of 
this word brings a sense of fear and dread. It sent chills down the spines of the ones who heard 
it at the time of the Prophet (saw). They were so afraid of the words of the Quran that some of 
them would faint from fear. That was how close to the Quran they were, and that was how 
familiar they were with the Arabic language. Does this ayah create the same kind of response in 
us? This shows us how distant we have become from the Quran and how distant we have 
become from its language. May Allah (swt) give us the enabling grace to return to the Quran and 
to learn the Arabic language! 

The final point to note is how Allah (swt) promises that the punishment will be both in 
this life and in the next. So do not think that you can enjoy yourself in the life of this world and 
then take your punishment in the Hereafter. Not only is such thinking foolish but it is also wrong. 
If Allah (swt) is displeased with you because you are ungrateful to Him (swt) then He (swt) will 
find a way to punish you in this life as well. This could be with poverty or hunger or disease or 
whatever way that Allah (swt) pleases. The ones whom Allah (swt) is displeased with have a 
punishment in this life and the Hereafter. So we should all be overcome with fear from this ayah. 
We should then use that fear to motivate us to worship and serve Allah (swt) and to work in the 
dawah to spread the Message of Allah (swt) to mankind and to establish the Law of Allah (swt) in 
the land. May Allah (swt) help us! 

Finally Allah (swt) says in this ayah "and there will not be for them any helpers". 

Not only will the ones who do kufr have to face the punishment of Allah (swt) both in this life and 
the next but there will also be no one at all to help them. Who can help you against Allah (swt)? 
What power can avail you against Allah (swt)? The ones who do kufr have no one to help them 
against Allah (swt). This statement is true both in the life of this world and in the Hereafter. In 
the life of this world, no matter how many soldiers and secret service agents the enemies of this 
Message may have, will it avail them at all against Allah (swt)? If Allah (swt) wanted to destroy a 
nation, would even the mightiest of armies be able to oppose Him (swt)? 
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Similarly this statement will be even truer in the Hereafter. In the Hereafter, the enemies 
of this Message will find that all of their sources of support have left them. They will find that 
there is no one to help them and support them against the punishment of Allah (swt) that is 
about to come down upon them. All of their guards, and all of their soldiers, and all of their 
helpers will be gone. They will stand before Allah (swt) completely naked and helpless. Without a 
friend or supporter in the world. Not even the weakest of men or even the tiniest of flies will 
come to their aid. What can they do to save themselves from the punishment that is about to 
descend upon them? What then can they do to save themselves from Allah (swt)? May Allah 
(swt) save us from that reality! May Allah (swt) be our Helper both in this life and the next! 

So one lesson that we can take from this ayah is that we must never attach our hearts to 
anything other than Allah (swt). We have to always remind ourselves that the Day of Judgment is 
something far greater than we could possibly ever imagine. The magnitude of this Day is beyond 
our comprehension. Just think about it. This is the Day in which it will be decided where you are 
going to spend all of eternity. Are you going to spend all eternity in pleasure or in pain? Are you 
going to spend all of eternity in peace or in utter misery? This is the Day of Judgment. Your mind 
cannot fully realize the consequences of this Day. Allah (swt) is telling you here that you will have 
no helper on that Day. This means that there will be no one to save you on that Day. How then 
can you attach your heart to anyone or anything other than Allah (swt)? Who else can save you 
from Him (swt) except Him (swt)? 
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58. And as to the ones who believe and do good deeds. He will give them their reward 
in full, and Allah does not love those do dhulm . 

In the previous ayah Allah (swt) told us what would be the fate of those who do kufr. 
These are the ones who deny this Message that He (swt) has sent to mankind, and who oppose 
this Message and work to destroy it. In addition to these enemies of Islam the ones who do kufr 
are also those who are ungrateful to Allah (swt) for all of the bounties and favors that He (swt) 
bestowed on them. We saw how Allah (swt) would punish them with a terrible punishment both 
in this life and in the Hereafter, and how they would have no helpers whatsoever. This is one of 
the groups into which Allah (swt) will divide mankind on the Last Day, may Allah (swt) save us 
from being in this group. In this ayah Allah (swt) brings our attention to the other group. 

Allah (swt) says "And as to the ones who believe and do good deeds. He will give 
them their reward in full". Notice that the ones whom Allah (swt) is pleased with are those 
who believe and do good deeds. So for Allah (swt) to be pleased with you it is not enough for 
you simply to believe, you must also strive to do the actions that Allah (swt) is pleased with and 
you must strive to avoid the actions that He (swt) is displeased with. Your belief must be 
validated by the actions that you do. What will you get if you are able to do this? What will you 
get if Allah (swt) is pleased with you? Allah (swt) says "He will give them their reward in 
full". Allah (swt) will you the most full and complete reward for each and every action that you 
did seeking His (swt)'s Pleasure. Not even the smallest of deeds will be overlooked. As long as 
you did the deed seeking only the Pleasure of Allah (swt), then you will get your reward in full for 
that deed. May Allah (swt) make us among those whom He (swt) is pleased with and among 
those whom He (swt) rewards in full! 
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Finally Allah (swt) says in this ayah that "Allah does not love those do DhulmT. In 
the previous part of the ayah Allah (swt) showed us how Fie (swt) will reward in full those who 
believe and do good deeds. This is because Fie (swt) loves them. In this part of the ayah Allah 
(swt) tells us how Fie (swt) does not love those who do Dhulm. As we mentioned, Dhulm means 
all kinds of oppression and injustice. The worst of Dhulm is to associate partners with Allah (swt) 
and to reject the Message that Fie (swt) sent. The people who commit such acts of Dhulm are 
the ones whom Allah (swt) will not reward. They have lost all of their reward because they 
commit such acts of injustice and oppression. So because of their evil, they have deprived 
themselves of the Love of Allah (swt) and because they have deprived themselves of the Love of 
Allah (swt), they have lost any chance of being rewarded by Him (swt). What is left after reward 
other than punishment? So we see from here that every act of injustice and evil is an action that 
Allah (swt) does not love and every action that He (swt) does not love is an act of injustice and 
evil. May Allah (swt) save us from such evil! May He (swt) allow us to live every moment for Him! 
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59. This is what We recite onto you of the Signs and the Wise Reminder. 

So in these ayahs that we have just learned, we have found out the truth about 'Isa (as) 
and Mariam (as). We have found out how they were both righteous and devoted servants of 
Allah (swt) and how there was nothing divine about both of them whatsoever. All of the miracles 
that we witnessed from them were only by the Will and permission of Allah (swt). So instead of 
praising and glorifying the two of them, we should really praise and glorify Allah (swt). All might 
and all power is only with Allah (swt) and so only He (swt) deserves all of the sanctification and 
all of the sovereignty. We have learned all of this in these ayahs that we have studied. But what 
are these ayahs? What is the reality of these ayahs that we have just learned? In this ayah Allah 
(swt) tells us the reality these ayahs. 
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Allah (swt) says in this ayah "This is what We recite onto you of the Signs". Here 
Allah (swt) reminds the Prophet (saw) and He (swt) reminds us as well that these ayahs are from 
Him (swt). Allah (swt) is the One Who has sent down these ayahs onto the blessed heart of 
Prophet (saw). So because these ayahs are from Allah (swt), the All Knowing and the All Seeing 
and the All Hearing, we can be certain that they are the absolute truth with no doubt 
whatsoever. The Christians and the Jews make so many outlandish and unfounded statements 
about 'Isa (as) and Mariam (as). Here we can see how all that they say is falsehood. Contrary to 
what they say, the truth about 'Isa (as) and Mariam (as) is what is in this Quran. This is because 
this Quran is from Allah (swt) and so this Quran is the truth. 

Then Allah (swt) describes this Quran for us calling it "the Wise Reminder". The Quran 
is a Reminder because it reminds us of the purpose of our existence. We were created to worship 
and serve Allah (swt). This is something that we should all know. Remember that there was a 
time when we were all souls in the presence of Allah (swt) and He (swt) took a promise from all 
of us that we would live our lives in worship and servitude to Him (swt). We as human beings, 
who were created forgetful and lazy, forgot this promise. The Quran is nothing but a Book that 
Allah (swt) has sent to us to remind us of this purpose. Not only is the Quran a reminder but it is 
also filled with wisdom. This is because the One Who has revealed this Quran is the All-Wise. 

How many are the lessons and benefits that we take from each ayah of the Quran? The ayahs of 
the Quran are overflowing with wisdom that we can apply throughout our daily lives. As we have 
mentioned this tafsir only scratches the surface of the meaning of the Quran. There is still an 
ocean of wisdom and knowledge that our tafsir has not reached. In every ayah there is a 
guidance to our Rabb. In every ayah we either learn something about Him (swt) or we learn how 
to please Him (swt). What is there in life other than seeking the Pleasure of Allah (swt)? Is not 
the wise person the one who spends every moment of his life for this purpose? May Allah (swt) 
help us to realize this! May we always be reminded of our purpose on this earth by this Quran! 
May we always find the wisdom and benefit for our lives from the ayahs of the Quran! 
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60. Surely the example of 'Isa with Allah is as the example of Adam, He created him 
from dust, then He said to him "Be" and he was. 

In the ayahs that we have learned so far Allah (swt) has shown us clearly how 'Isa (as) 
was only a messenger and how there was nothing divine about him (as) whatsoever. However 
despite these clear evidences, the Christians still insist on claiming that he (as) was divine in 
some way. Even though they were shown such irrefutable proofs and evidences. Even though it 
should have been so simple for them to understand that Allah (swt), the Eternal and Self- 
Subsisting, is nothing like the creation and is beyond having a child or equal of any sort. Even 
though this fact should have been so obvious, they still insisted on claiming that a human being 
was divine along with Allah (swt). A human being who eats, drinks, sleeps, falls, gets sick, bleeds 
and defecates is like the Originator of the heavens and the earth. May Allah (swt) save us from 
their lies and fabrications! In this ayah Allah (swt) presents yet another powerful argument as to 
how 'Isa (as) could not have been divine in any way. 

Allah (swt) says in this ayah "Surely the example of'Isa with Allah is as the 
example of Adam". Although 'Isa (as) performed many miracles, the main reason why the 
Christians claim that he (as) was divine was because of the way in which he (as) was born. They 
look at his birth and they compare his birth with the birth of a normal human child. May Allah 
(swt) save us from their corruption! They look at his birth and they think that because of the way 
in which he was born that it makes "god as his father". This fallacy in their thinking comes from 
their likening of Allah (swt) to the creation. They make Allah (swt) like the creation even though 
we know that Allah (swt) is wholly different from the creation. This is the main flaw in their 
thinking and this is the source of their corruption. In order to save ourselves from such 
corruptions in our Aqeedah we always have to remember that Allah (swt) is not like the creation 
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in any way. May Allah (swt) save us from ever likening Him (swt) to the creation! May Allah (swt) 
save us from ever saying that He (swt) rises over the throne or that He (swt) has a hand! 

Here Allah (swt) destroys their corrupted thinking by asking them to look at the creation 
of Adam (as). They all believed in the creation of Adam (as) because it is found in the Old 
Testament, which they believe to be from Allah (swt) as well. So Allah (swt) asks them to think 
about the creation of Adam (as). As we know Adam (as) was created without a mother and 
father. So if they claim that 'Isa (as) is divine because he (as) was created without a father, then 
why do they not say the same about Adam (as)? Adam (as) should have more of a right to be 
called divine because he (as) was born without a father and a mother. So here Allah (swt) 
exposes the stupidity in their thinking. 

The truth is that Adam (as) was created from neither a man nor a woman, Huwaa (as) 
was created from a man only, and 'Isa (as) was created from a woman only. All of this was 
possible only because of Allah (swt). Allah (swt) can do whatever He (swt) wants and He (swt) 
can create whatever He (swt) pleases. Such is the Power and Ability of Allah (swt). Allah (swt) is 
the only One Who can create and so Allah (swt) is the only One Who is Divine. Who then should 
you worship? Who then should you obey? 

Then Allah (swt) says "He created him from dust". Here Allah (swt) describes for us 
the creation of Adam (as). If the Christians thought that the birth of'Isa (as) was something 
amazing then they should realize that the creation of Adam (as) was even more amazing. Allah 
(swt) created Adam (as) from dust. Allah (swt) took this dust that we see on the ground and 
made from that a living human being. How amazing is that? Yet we do not say that any of the 
Divinity of Allah (swt) went to Adam (as). Only Allah (swt) is Divine, while Adam (as) like 
everything else is only a creation of Allah (swt). 

Finally Allah (swt) says "then He said to him "Be" and he was". This was the reality 
of the creation of Adam (as), of 'Isa (as), and of all of the other creation. When Allah (swt) wants 
to create, there is only His (swt)'s Will and that what He (swt) willed is brought into existence. 
Such is the Power and Ability of Allah (swt). He (swt) only Wills for something to be and it is. 
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How then can you ever worship or obey anything or anyone other than Him (swt)? Why then 
would you ever want to make anything or anyone other than Him (swt) as the purpose of your 
existence? How could you let the moments of your life pass you by and you are thinking of other 
than Him (swt)? May Allah (swt) make us all to realize Who He (swt) IS! May Allah (swt) make us 
to see that all divinity is only in Him (swt)! 




61. The Truth from your Rabb, so do not be of the doubters. 

In this ayah Allah (swt) reminds us of what is the reality of all that He (swt) has told us. 
Allah (swt) has told us about 'Isa (as) in the previous ayahs that we have learned. In this ayah 
He (swt) tells us what is the reality of this information that He (swt) has given us. This is the 
Truth from Allah (swt), our Rabb. We know that it is the Truth because it is from Him (swt). 

Recall that among the meanings of the title of Rabb are "Creator" and "Sustainer". Allah (swt) is 
the Creator and the Sustainer of all things. He (swt) brought every single thing into existence and 
He (swt) is maintaining the existence of every single thing for every moment of its existence. If 
Allah (swt) were to turn His (swt)'s Glance away from the universe for even one moment then 
this whole universe would be destroyed. Such is Allah (swt). Such is your Rabb. Now how could 
you ever expect anything from your Rabb other than the Truth? 

Because this Book is from Allah (swt) and because this is the Truth, Allah (swt) then 
gives us a clear command. He (swt) says "so do not be of the doubters". You know that this 
Quran is indeed from Allah (swt). You can see that no human has ever been able to produce 
even one Surah like it in the last fourteen hundred years. You can see the depth of meaning in its 
ayahs. For each ayah that you learn you become even more convinced that this Book cannot be 
from anyone except Allah (swt). So then do not be among those who doubt. This doubt is only 
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from Shaitan. When you begin to doubt your belief that is when Shaitan can encourage you to 
sin. He tells you that you have only one life to live and so you must enjoy it. He makes you forget 
the conclusion that you reached with certainty and that is that this Quran is the Truth. So the 
moment that this doubt first crawls into your heart, you must destroy it right there. You should 
have no room for doubt whatsoever. You know that this doubt has no basis, you know that this 
doubt is from Shaitan and you know that your Rabb has specifically told you not to doubt. 
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62. Then whoever disputes with you about him after there has to you of the 
Knowledge, say "Come, let us call our sons and your sons, and our women and your 
women, and ourselves and yourselves, then let us pray earnestly and humbly for the 
curse of Allah to be on the ones who lie". 

In the previous ayahs Allah (swt) showed the Christians in so many ways how 'Isa (as) 
was only a human being and how there was nothing divine about him (as) whatsoever. He (swt) 
produced for them so many arguments and many proofs. Even if He (swt) had not produced all 
of these arguments for them, simply the fact that they knew that this Quran was from Allah (swt) 
by their not being able to produce one Surah like it, this fact alone should have been enough for 
them to know that what they stood on was falsehood and to know that what was in the Quran 
was the Truth. This fact alone should have been enough for them. But they are an evil and 
corrupted people who do not care for the Truth. These people will stubbornly stick to their false 
beliefs and corrupted ways no matter how many signs and evidences they are shown. In this 
ayah Allah (swt) teaches the Prophet (saw) what should be done with such people. 
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Allah (swt) says "Then whoever disputes with you about him after there has to 

you of the Knowledge". This part of the ayah is specifically addressing the Prophet (saw). 
Recall how we said that this section of the Surah is made up of ayahs that were revealed to the 
Prophet (saw) when a Christian delegation from Najran came to visit him (saw) in Madinah. 

These ayahs are the arguments that Allah (swt) presents against the Aqeedah of the Christians 
to show them how their beliefs about 'Isa (as) and Mariam (as) were wrong. Here Allah (swt) 
beautifully and methodically demolished their Aqeedah and they were shown without a doubt 
that there was no divinity to 'Isa (as) whatsoever. They were shown without a doubt that all 
Divinity was only for Allah (swt). But of course the Christian delegation from Najran was not 
convinced by these arguments. They stubbornly stuck to their false beliefs even when they knew 
that they were wrong. So in this ayah Allah (swt) tells the Prophet (saw) about what should be 
done with such people. 

Notice in this part of the ayah how Allah (swt) describes such people as the ones who 
argue with the Prophet (saw) about "him" even after the "Knowledge" has come to them. The 
word "him" here refers to 'Isa (as) and the "Knowledge" refers to the clear proofs that Allah (swt) 
revealed to show without a doubt who 'Isa (as) really is. Even after Allah (swt) clearly showed 
them who 'Isa (as) is, they still argued and debated with the Prophet (saw). Even after they 
received the clear and certain knowledge, they still did not want to accept it. 

Allah (swt) tells the Prophet (saw) to say to these Christians, "Come, let us call our 
sons and your sons, and our women and your women, and ourselves and yourselves, 
let us pray earnestly and humbly for the curse of Allah to be on the ones who lie". 

Here Allah (swt) tells the Prophet (saw) that if the Christians of Najran still refuse to acknowledge 
the Truth and they still insist on claiming that 'Isa (as) was divine, then the Prophet (saw) should 
call them. The Prophet (saw) should tell them to bring all of their sons and all of their wives, and 
the Prophet (saw) would bring his (saw)'s children and his (saw)'s wives. Both families would 
come together at a designated place and they would both pray. What would they pray for? They 
would pray for the curse of Allah (swt) to be on the ones who are lying. Each family, the family 
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of the Prophet (saw) and the family of the Christian delegation, would pray humbly and earnestly 
to Allah (swt) to bring down His (swt)'s curse upon the family that was lying. The narrations tell 
us that the Christians first agreed to this meeting. But then they themselves told each other how 
they each knew that the Prophet (saw) was truly the messenger of Allah (swt) and how they 
knew what he (saw) spoke about 'Isa (as) was the truth. They admitted to each other that what 
the Prophet (saw) spoke was the truth and what they spoke was falsehood. They all knew that 
Allah (swt) was One and that He (swt) did not have any child or partner. Such is the most basic 
and fundamental truth of this universe that anyone can perceive. Deep down inside they all knew 
that they stood on falsehood. So none of them found the courage to come to this prayer that 
Allah (swt) called them to. They knew what it meant for the curse of Allah (swt) to be upon them 
and their families, and they were terrified of this prospect. Through their actions they 
demonstrated the falsehood of their beliefs and the cowardice that was in their hearts. 




63. Surely this is the true narrative. And there is no illah except Allah. And surely 
Allah He is the Mighty, the Wise. 

In the previous ayah Allah (swt) told the Prophet (saw) to call the Christians of Najran to 
a mutual prayer where both his (saw)'s family and their family would pray together for the curse 
of Allah (swt) to be on the ones who lie. The Christian delegation first promised that they would 
come, but then when the appointed time came none of them showed up. This clearly 
demonstrated for all who was on the Truth and who was on falsehood. In this ayah Allah (swt) 
reminds us once again how what is in this Quran is the truth and He (swt) reminds us once again 
Who this Quran comes from. You might think that this fact has been repeated so many times 
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already, but how many among mankind are there who still do not realize it? How many among 
mankind still do not realize that this Quran is the Truth? Do even we ourselves fully realize this 
fact? Do you live your life as if you truly believe in it? 

Allah (swt) begins this ayah by saying "Surely this is the true narrative". The word 
that Allah (swt) uses for "narrative" in this ayah is qasas. This Arabic word gives the meaning of 
a path that goes back into the past. A qasas is a path that goes into the past. Now the further 
that one goes in this path, the fewer the people there are who know about it. And if one goes far 
enough along in this path one will find that there is no human alive who knows about it. This is 
because there is certain knowledge that lies deep within the past that no human knows about. 

No one was present to witness what happened so far in the past, and so no one is there to tell us 
about it. So for paths that go deep into the past, there is only One Who can tell us about them. 
Only Allah (swt) can tell us about such narrations because He (swt) was the only One to witness 
them. Did the Christians who came to visit the Prophet (saw) ever see 'Isa (as) with their own 
eyes? Did they witness for themselves what happened to Isa (as)? Of course not, then why are 
they so stubborn on their beliefs? Where do their beliefs even come from? Is there anything 
more to what they say other than sheer imagination? The only true narration, the one correct 
path into the past, is the narration found in the Quran. This narration is true beyond the shadow 
of a doubt because it has been told to us by the only One Who witnessed it. 

So what does this true path into the past tell us? It tells us that neither Mariam (as) nor 
'Isa (as) were divine in any way because "there is no illah except Allah". An illah is something 
that you worship, something that you sanctify, something that you call on in your time of need, 
something that your heart is attached to. Allah (swt) tells us here that there is no illah 
whatsoever except He (swt). This fact shows us that 'Isa (as) and Mariam (as) were not divine in 
any way. If Allah (swt) is the One and Only illah, then how can anyone else share in His (swt)'s 
divinity? When He (swt) is the Only illah, how can you call on and worship any besides He (swt)? 
Only Allah (swt) has all knowledge of what is past, what is present, and what will be. So 
whatever He (swt) says is the Truth, and He (swt) tells us here that there is none but He (swt). 
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Finally Allah (swt) reminds us once again that Fie (swt) is the Mighty and the Wise. Who 
is Allah (swt) that these Christians were being called on to worship instead of'Isa (as)? What is it 
that they need to know to about Him (swt)? Why is it that Fie (swt) is the illah and not 'Isa (as)? 
Firstly it is because Fie (swt) is the Creator of all things and the Maintainer of all things. All of 
creation began with Allah (swt) and Fie (swt) is the One Who sustains all of it. Including these 
people who were setting up partners and rivals to Him (swt). Allah (swt) is the One Who created 
them and Fie (swt) is the One Who is maintaining their existence for every second of their lives. 
But in addition to that, Allah (swt) is also the Mighty. Allah (swt) has all the Power, Fie (swt) can 
do whatsoever Fie (swt) wants. Allah (swt) can destroy this entire universe and then create it 
again in the fraction of a second if Fie (swt) wanted. Such is His (swt)'s Might and Power. Why 
then would you ever want to worship the creation instead of Him (swt)? Flow can you ever turn 
away from such Power? Flow can the power of a mortal who walked on two feet and had two 
hands compare in any way to that Power? 

Allah (swt) is also the All-Wise. Fie (swt) has the most complete Knowledge and the 
most perfect Wisdom. Allah (swt) Knows every single thing, including your deepest and darkest 
of secrets. Allah (swt) Knows your past, present and future. From this Perfect Knowledge comes 
the most Perfect Wisdom. For every situation, for every time, Allah (swt) always Knows what is 
best. Every decision and every ruling that Fie (swt) ever makes is the correct one. So why then 
would you ever want to obey another besides Fie (swt)? Flow can a man who was born and who 
only knew what the world around him taught him compare to such Knowledge and Wisdom? 

Thus we see in this final part of the ayah how Allah (swt) describes Flimself for us. Allah (swt) 
shows us why Fie (swt) is the one true illah. Allah (swt) shows us why Fie (swt) needs to be 
worshipped and obeyed instead of the creation. Now that you know Allah (swt), what is the 
creation when compared to Him (swt)? Who are 'Isa (as) and Mariam (as) when compared to 
Him (swt)? Why then do you turn away? 
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64. Then if they turn away, then surely Allah Knows the ones who make fasad. 

Now the Truth has become absolutely clear from falsehood. Allah (swt) has shown these 
Christians who 'Isa (as) really was. Allah (swt) has presented them with undeniable proofs and 
arguments. If they have any sincerity in their hearts whatsoever, they now have no reason not to 
accept this Message. They can clearly see now that this Message is the Truth and that this 
Message is what speaks the Truth about 'Isa (as). Now they have no reason not to believe in the 
Oneness of Allah (swt). But even after being presented with all of these evidences, what should 
be done if they still refuse to accept this Message? What should the Prophet (saw) and us who 
follow him (saw) do when we see that they continue to turn away? 

Allah (swt) tells us here that if they turn away then surely He (swt) Knows those who 
make Fasad. Fasad means all kinds of corruption, indecency and evil. It is everything that is 
displeasing to Allah (swt). Notice how Allah (swt) is linking their refusal to accept this Message 
and their stubborn adherence to the divinity of'Isa (as) to fasad. The Christians refused to 
accept this Message in the Oneness of Allah (swt) and they continued to claim that 'Isa (as) was 
divine, Allah (swt) says that because of this they are among those who make fasad. You might 
ask how this is so? Is this not simply their belief you may claim? Are not entitled to their belief 
even if it false you may ask? What is so evil about believing in the divinity of'Isa (as)? How is 
that in any way corruption or injustice? Such questions can only come from one who is truly 
ignorant. One who has been brainwashed by a secular education. First of all how evil are a 
people who would deny their Creator and their Sustainer? How evil are a people who would 
associate partners with the One Who brought them into existence and the One Who is constantly 
maintaining their existence? To take any divinity or sovereignty away from Allah (swt) and give it 
to the creation is the greatest of injustice. They have no right to deny Allah (swt) and they have 
no right to deny His Oneness. To do so is the greatest of crimes. 
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But furthermore if you were to study the beliefs of the Christians, you would see how 
their beliefs makes them do acts of great evil, acts of fasad. They believe that 'Isa (as) went to 
the Fire for their sins, and they also believe that the only thing that one has to do to be saved 
from the Fire is to accept 'Isa (as) as his savior. They say that if only you accept 'Isa (as) as your 
savor, then you are guaranteed to be saved from the Fire. You can commit all the sins in the 
world, you can do whatever evil that you want, you can be as immoral and indecent as you 
possibly want to be, just as long as you accept 'Isa (as) as your savior. If you can do that then 
they say that Allah (swt) would forgive all that you have done. Allah (swt) will forgive you all of 
the evil that you will ever do, so you can do all the evil that you want. See now the corruption 
and the falsehood that exists in the thinking of these people. They do not care at all for the Truth 
and they do not care for worshipping and serving Allah (swt) like they were created to do. All 
that they care about is satisfying their lusts and desires. They will invent whatever beliefs they 
want in order to accomplish this goal. So even their beliefs are fasad. 

Unfortunately today we find many Muslims falling into this trap as well. We also today 
commit great acts of fasad. Everything from missing our daily prayers to neglecting the dawah to 
dealing with usury and even to committing adultery and fornication. We do these great sins while 
knowing that they are great sins. And at the end of the day what is our excuse? We tell ourselves 
that Allah (swt) is the Most Forgiving and that Fie (swt) will forgive us. We forget that Fie (swt) is 
also Strict in Punishment. Rather we focus only on His Forgiveness and Mercy, and soon sin 
becomes the norm for us. We commit sin after sin without even thinking twice. Without any kind 
of fear or apprehension coming to our hearts. We tell ourselves that Allah (swt) is the Most 
Forgiving and we almost take it for granted that Fie (swt) will forgive us. If this is our thinking, if 
this is our situation, then we should realize who we are becoming like. May Allah (swt) save us 
from ourselves! May Fie (swt) help us to realize that the correct place for our hearts is in between 
fear of His Punishment and hope for His Mercy! 
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65. Say "O People of the Book, come to a word that is equitable between us, that we 
serve none but Allah, and we associate no partners with Him whatsoever and that 
some of us will not take others as lords from below Allah". Then if they turn away, 
then say, "Bear witness, that we are Muslims". 

Al-Bukhari reports that whenever the Prophet (saw) used to send messengers to the 
various empires and tribes, inviting their leaders to accept Islam and inviting them to join their 
lands with the Islamic State, he (saw) would send them a letter and that letter would always 
have this ayah in it. With this ayah Allah (swt) concludes the discussion about 'Isa (as) and He 
(swt) invites all of the People of the Book to come to what is true. As you read this ayah notice 
the fairness and equity that is present in this call. Notice that the message that this ayah gives is 
that we should not care about anything except serving Allah (swt). You are not better than me 
and I am not better than you. All that we should care about is serving Allah (swt). That should be 
the purpose of your life and the purpose of my life. Allah (swt) is everything so we should all 
dedicate our lives to Him (swt). This is the message that this ayah gives. 

Allah (swt) commands the Prophet (saw) and us as well to say "O People of the Book, 
come to a word that is equitable between us, that we serve none but Allah, and we 
associate no partners with Him whatsoever". For our purposes of dawah today we can 
consider the term "People of the Book" in this ayah to mean all of mankind. This is because the 
vast majority of mankind today comes from nations to whom prophets and messengers were 
sent in their past. Almost every person today is somehow descendant from a people to whom 
prophets and messengers were sent in their past. So in essence this is a call that is addressed to 
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all mankind. Allah (swt) tells us in this ayah to call all of mankind, all of mankind who are not 
Muslims, to come to a word that is equitable between us. 

Now what is this word that we are calling all of mankind to? It is actually the entire 
sentence that follows, it is as Allah (swt) commands us to say "that we serve none but Allah, 
and we associate no partners with Him whatsoever and that some of us will not take 
others as lords from below Allah". This entire sentence is the equitable word that we are 
calling all of mankind to. Sometimes an entire sentence, when it is a powerful sentence, will be 
called a word. An example of this is when the Prophet (saw) told the Quraysh chiefs in Makkah 
that he (saw) only asked of them to say one word and with that one word they could gain 
supremacy over the Arabs and the non-Arabs. When they asked him (saw) what that word was, 
he (saw) said "there is no illah except Allah, Muhammad is the messenger of Allah". When they 
saw what this word was, they refused to say it. They knew that saying this word meant 
submitting their whole society to Allah (swt). They knew that saying this word meant losing all of 
their power and influence, so they did not say it. That was how powerful of a word it was and 
that was the extent of the consequences that it carried. So a sentence can sometimes be referred 
to as a word if it carries a deep and powerful meaning. 

Similarly the word in this ayah that Allah (swt) tells us to call of mankind to is also very 
powerful. It is a word that calls on all mankind to come to worship and servitude of Allah (swt) 
alone. To worship and serve Allah (swt) alone and not to associate any partners with Him (swt) 
whatsoever. All of mankind, despite the different lands from which they come, the different 
colors of their skins, the different languages that they speak, all of them are being invited to this 
word. How powerful then is this word that all of mankind is being invited to? It is a word that can 
unite every single human being on this planet. It is a belief that can unite them on the strongest 
of all bonds and that is the faith that they have in their hearts. What does a true Muslim care 
about more than Allah (swt)? Now imagine if he is united with all of mankind through this belief 
in his heart, how strong then will this bond between each member of humanity be. This is the 
word that gives each and every human being on this planet a sense of purpose for their 
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existence on this planet. This is the word for which each and every human being was created. 
Imagine now if all of mankind were united on this word, what kind of a world would that be? So 
in this ayah Allah (swt) commands the Prophet (saw) and us as well to invite all of mankind to 
this word. 

The first part of this word that we are calling all of mankind towards is to say, "that we 
serve none but Allah, and we associate no partners with Him whatsoever". First and 
foremost this is what we call all of mankind to. We live only to serve Allah (swt). Every single 
action that we do must only be to seek the Pleasure of Allah (swt). Even when we rest we rest 
for Allah (swt), and even when we enjoy ourselves we do it seeking the Pleasure of Allah (swt) in 
a way that He (swt) has made permitted. Allah (swt) is our Creator and Sustainer so we live only 
to please Him (swt). This is what we are inviting all of mankind towards. The complete servitude 
to Allah (swt) and no one else. There should be no partners in this servitude whatsoever. We do 
everything that we do for Allah (swt) and Allah (swt) alone. When a person submits himself or 
herself to Allah (swt), that is when they are completely free. That is when they have fulfilled the 
purpose for which they were created. So this is what we call all of mankind towards, could there 
be any nobler purpose to life this? 

The next part of this word that we call mankind to is that we say "and that some of us 
will not take others as lords from below Allah". We tell mankind that none of us should be 
taken as lords instead of Allah (swt). No human being can ever be a lord over another human 
being. Now what does it mean for one human being to be a lord over another human being? In 
one narration Aday bin Hatim who at that time was a Christian came to visit the Prophet (saw). 
The Prophet (saw) saw a necklace of a cross hanging over the neck of Aday. When he (saw) 
noticed this cross, he (saw) said "They have taken their priests and rabbis as lords besides Allah 
(swt)". When Aday heard this statement of the Prophet (saw), he said that it was not so, he said 
that they never worshipped their priests and rabbis instead of Allah (swt). The Prophet (saw) 
then asked him whether they allowed their priests and rabbis to make the halal into haram and 
the haram into halal based on their own whims and desires. At this question Aday replied that 
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they did, the Prophet (saw) then said that is how they have taken their priests and rabbis as 
lords over them. They have allowed their priests and rabbis to legislate for them the laws with 
which they live their lives. Whenever you allow another human to tell you what to do instead of 
Allah (swt), you have then taken that other human as a lord besides Allah (swt). Your total and 
unquestioned obedience must only be for Allah (swt). The only ones whom you can obey besides 
Allah (swt) are those whom Allah (swt) has given you permission to obey such as your parents, 
your supervisors at work or your teachers at school, the Khalifah, and others in authority which 
the Shariah has permitted obedience to. But even the obedience to these people must never be 
in disobedience to Allah (swt). So if these people tell you do something that is forbidden in the 
Book of Allah (swt) or the Sunnah of the Prophet (saw), then you cannot obey them. There is no 
obedience to the creation when it means disobeying the Creator. So we call mankind to this 
word, this word is that we worship and serve Allah (swt) alone and not make any partners with 
Him (swt) in our worship and servitude. We also do not take some human beings as lords over us 
instead of Allah (swt). Rather we acknowledge that our only Lord and Master is Allah (swt). Our 
obedience is only for Him (swt) and only He (swt) has the right to legislate the laws for our lives 
and for our society. This is what Allah (swt) command us to call all of mankind to. This is the 
dawah of the Muslim. 

Not only do we call all of mankind to this word that allows them to fulfill the purpose of 
their existence but we can also see from this ayah that Allah (swt) describes this word as 
"equitable". What does it mean for this word to be equitable? It means that we are calling them 
to a way of life that will ensure equity and fairness for both us and them. This Din is not a way of 
life where we seek to conquer the rest of the world, and subjugate the people under us. That is 
exactly what the West has done, and that is what the West continues to do, but this has never 
been the way of Islam. Allah (swt) did not send this Din to make the Arabs dominate over the 
non-Arabs, or to make any group of people exploit and rule over another group of people. Rather 
the purpose of the Islamic State is to invite the people to Allah (swt). Its function is to make as 
many human beings as possible into Muslims. Now of course this is not by force. But rather this 
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is by removing the obstacles to this Message that the enemies of this Message have placed. Once 
the people receive this Message clearly, they will have to accept it if there is any sincerity and 
goodness in their hearts. Any sincere person who receives this Message correctly will be 
convinced that it is the Truth from their Creator and they will submit to it completely. The only 
reason why there are so many good people in the world today who are not Muslims is because of 
the laziness of the Muslims and because of the obstacles to this Message that the enemies of 
Allah (swt) have placed. So the Islamic State seeks to remove these obstacles. Once these 
obstacles are removed, and when the people accept Islam, then Insha Allah we can join them in 
one brotherhood. In this brotherhood there will be justice and fairness for all. We will all join 
together in the worship and servitude of Allah (swt). We will all join together to make this world 
into a better place. Mankind will go from this world of injustice and oppression, of greed and 
selfishness, to a world of equity and fairness, a world of brotherly love and support. When you 
love someone for the sake of Allah (swt), like Muslims should love each other, then you will be 
willing to do anything for that person. Now imagine if all of mankind thought of each other in this 
way, what kind of a world would that be? So we see from this part of the ayah that not only are 
we inviting mankind to a life of worship and servitude to Allah (swt), but we are also inviting 
them to a life of equity, justice and fairness for every single human being. Where in the world 
today can you find such a society? Can you not see the state that this world is in because this call 
is absent? Can you not see the condition that the people are in because their hearts have 
forgotten Allah (swt)? This is the result when a people choose to turn away from Allah (swt). 

How beautiful would the world be if mankind turned back to Allah (swt) as they were created to? 
Look even at the way in which Muslims greet each other, by saying "Peace be upon you". What 
kind of a world would this be if all human being said this to each other and truly meant it from 
the bottom of their hearts? How wonderful a world would it be if man was turned away from 
serving his lusts and towards serving his Creator? How pleased would Allah (swt) be with that? 
How pleased would Allah (swt) be with you if you worked to bring about such a world? 
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In the final part of this ayah Allah (swt) says, " then if they turn away, then say 
"Bear witness, that we are Muslims"". Now we have called all of mankind to come to this 
word. But will all of them come to this call? What should we do if they do not? Allah (swt) tells us 
clearly in this ayah that if they turn away from our call then we should tell them that we are 
Muslims. We should tell them to bear witness that we are Muslims. To be a Muslim is to come to 
this word, because when you worship and serve only Allah (swt) and you do not associate any 
partners with Him (swt) and you do not obey any besides Him (swt), that is when you have truly 
submitted to Him (swt). So if any of mankind should turn away from this call, then we should 
clearly let them know that for us, for our part, we have submitted to this call. 

When we tell them that we have submitted to Allah (swt) and we make them bear 
witness to this fact, then we are telling them that we have fulfilled our responsibility to them in 
carrying the Message of Allah (swt) to them. We have invited them to come to the worship and 
servitude of Allah (swt) and not to associate any partners with Him (swt) whatsoever, and we 
have told them not to take any amongst themselves as lords instead of Allah (swt). We have 
even told them how we ourselves are living this word that we calling them to live. We are not 
calling them to a way of life that we do not live, but we are calling them to a way of life that we 
ourselves live. However if after all of this they still refuse, then they can see that we have 
conveyed to them the Message. They will bear witness to the fact that we have conveyed to 
them the Message. Then we would be safe before Allah (swt) on the Day of Judgment. We would 
be safe because we have discharged our responsibility to mankind in carrying to them this 
Message. But how many Muslims today are in this place of safety? Have we even tried to convey 
this Message of Allah (swt) to others or are we just sleeping while there are still souls in this 
earth who have never received this Message correctly? What will be their fate on the Day of 
Judgment? What will be our fate? It may well be that Allah (swt) would forgive them because 
they never received the Message correctly and He (swt) may punish us because we did not take 
the Message to them. Are you willing to make this exchange? May Allah (swt) forgive us! May 
Allah (swt) enable us all to return to a life of dawah for which He (swt) created us! 
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66. 0 People of the Book, why do you argue with us about Ibrahim when the Tawrah 
and the Injeel were not revealed till after him? Will you not think? 

The scholars say that this ayah was revealed when a group of Jewish Rabbis came to 
meet with the Prophet (saw) while the Christian delegation from Najran was with him (saw). So 
the Prophet (saw) was meeting with the Christians, and presenting to them the arguments of the 
Quran when these Jews walked in on them. Soon the Jews and Christians started talking 
amongst themselves. Before long they started arguing with each other, and the main contention 
in their argument was Ibrahim (as). The Jews claimed that Ibrahim (as) was a Jew and the 
Christians said that he (as) was a Christian. That was when Allah (swt) revealed this ayah. 

Allah (swt) says "O People of the Book, why do you argue with us about Ibrahim 
when the Tawrah and the Injeel were not revealed till after him". Here Allah (swt) 
commands us to ask the Jews and Christians a question. He (swt) tells us to ask them as to why 
they would argue with us about Ibrahim (as) when the Tawrah and Injeel were only revealed 
after his time. The religions that they follow of Judaism and Christianity were only established 
after the Tawrah and Injeel were revealed. Not only was Judaism founded after the Tawrah was 
revealed but it was founded centuries after the Tawrah was revealed. The Tawrah that was 
revealed to Musa (as) was a Book that called for the complete submission to Allah (swt). So the 
early generations of the children of Israil at the time of Musa (as) were Muslims, they had never 
heard of this religion called Judaism. It was only later on, that some corrupt Rabbis among the 
children of Israil invented this religion of Judaism, which was based on their cultural identity 
instead of being based on submission to Allah (swt). So the religion that the Jews follow today is 
nothing like the way of life that Allah (swt) revealed to Musa (as). Now Ibrahim (as) was even 
further in the past than Musa (as), and even further from this corrupt religion that they have 
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invented. How then could they claim Ibrahim (as) for themselves? How could they say that 
Ibrahim (as) was a Jew when the religion of Judaism was invented centuries after him (as)? 

Similarly with the Christians, their religion as they believe in and as they practice was 
formed long after the Injeel was revealed to 'Isa (as). Even Western historians will agree that 
Christianity as we have it today was formed by Paul of Tarsus and not by 'Isa (as). So if this 
enemy of Allah (swt) named Paul lived thousands and thousands of years after the time of 
Ibrahim (as), then how could Ibrahim (as) been a Christian? In fact we even know that to be a 
Christian you have to believe in 'Isa (as) in the corrupt way that they believe in him and you have 
to accept him (as) as your savior. How then could Ibrahim (as) ever have accepted 'Isa (as) as 
his savior when he (as) lived thousands of years before 'Isa (as)? According to Christian belief 
then, not only could Ibrahim (as) not have been a Christian but he (as) would also be among the 
damned because he (as) never accepted 'Isa (as) as his savior. So just like the Jews, the 
Christians are equally foolish for claiming that Ibrahim (as) was a Christian. 

Sayyid Qutb tells us in his tafsir of this ayah that the reason why both the Jews and the 
Christians were eager to claim Ibrahim (as) for themselves was because they sought to capture 
the position that he (as) had in the hearts of the people. Everyone at that time knew about 
Ibrahim (as) and everyone loved and honored him (as). Even the pagan Arabs, like the Quraysh, 
thought of him (as) as their father and they had nothing but the greatest respect and admiration 
for him (as). This honor in the hearts of men that he (as) enjoyed was a gift that Allah (swt) had 
bestowed on Ibrahim (as) because of his (as)'s sincerity and because of his relentless efforts in 
calling the people to Allah (swt). So all of the people loved and respected Ibrahim (as), and they 
all wanted him (as) for themselves. This is why they each claimed that he (as) was one of them. 
The Jews said that he (as) was a Jew and the Christians said that he (as) was a Christian. These 
people did not care for the truth and they did not care for serving Allah (swt). They only wanted 
their group to be correct and they only wanted the people to follow them. So they spoke 
whatever lies they had to in order to accomplish this goal. May Allah (swt) save us from ever 
becoming like them! 
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Finally Allah (swt) says "Will you not think?" Flow could they ever make such a claim? 
Were they not using their minds at all? Who were they trying to fool with such words? Did they 
think that they can fool Allah (swt) and His (swt)'s Messenger (saw)? Why did they not use their 
minds and realize the clear arguments that Allah (swt) presented in this ayah? Of course the 
answer is that they are a people who have turned away from Allah (swt). They have chosen to 
serve their desires instead of serving Allah (swt). So they do not care for the Truth and they do 
not care to use their minds. Flow can you ever guide such a people? 

So from this ayah we can see that there are two kinds of people. The ones who follow 
knowledge and the ones who follow their desires. Which of these two groups do you want to be 
in? Do you want to be among those who submit themselves to Allah (swt) or do you want to be 
among those who are arrogant and turn away from Him (swt)? These Jews and Christians knew 
the Truth about Ibrahim (as) but still they stubbornly turned away from it. For them proving that 
their group was correct was more important than following the Truth. So one lesson that we can 
take from this ayah is that we must always have sincerity to the truth. We must always follow 
what we are convinced is the Truth. We must not have any blind loyalty to our group or our 
leaders. When we see something as the Truth from Allah (swt) then we must follow it. We must 
not worry about what others will think, we must not worry about the creation. All that should 
matter for us is Allah (swt). All that should matter for us is pleasing Him (swt). Even if this means 
sometimes admitting that our group or movement is wrong. May Allah (swt) give us the enabling 
grace to do this! This Ummah is in too desperate a situation for us to be consumed by petty 
rivalries and differences! 
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67. Now look! You were among those who argued about where you had knowledge. 
Why then do you argue now about that which you have no knowledge at all? And 
Allah Knows while you (all) do not know. 

In the previous ayah Allah (swt) told us how the Jews and Christians argued with the 
Prophet (saw) and with each other regarding Ibrahim (as). Both of them claimed that Ibrahim 
(as) was one of them. Both of them knew that their religions were founded on the call that 
Ibrahim (as) began. Even though their religions had been corrupted over time, their faiths were 
based on the call to the Oneness of Allah (swt) that Ibrahim (as) began. Thus the people of both 
their religions loved and admired Ibrahim (as), which is why they wanted to claim him (as) for 
themselves. In addition they knew that if they were to admit the truth about Ibrahim (as), that 
he (as) called to the Oneness of Allah (swt), then they would have to admit the Truth about the 
Message of the Prophet (saw) as well. Because the Message of the Prophet (saw) was exactly 
the same as the Message of Ibrahim (as) and they knew this fact without a doubt. So both the 
Jews and the Christians stubbornly held to their claims that Ibrahim (as) was one of them, even 
thought they were certain that he (as) was not. In this ayah Allah (swt) tells us what should be 
done with a people who have such an attitude. 

Allah (swt) begins this ayah by saying "Now look!". This part of the ayah is meant to 
shock these stubborn Jews and Christians and to wake them up. It is to remind them that this 
matter is no joke. To claim that one of the greatest messengers of Allah (swt) and one of the 
most righteous of human beings to ever walk on this earth was someone who followed their 
corrupted beliefs is a grave matter before Allah (swt). How dare they associate the chosen of 
Allah (swt) to such kufr? How dare they say that Ibrahim (as) was a Christian or a Jew? They 
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should think about what they are saying, and they should think about the consequences they will 
have to face when they meet Allah (swt) on account of what they said. 

Allah (swt) then says "You used to be among those who argued about where you 
had knowledge". The Jews and Christians were the ones who were blessed with knowledge 
from Allah (swt). Unlike the Quraysh and the other pagan tribes who had not received a 
messenger for thousands of years before the Prophet (saw), both the Jews and the Christians 
had received many prophets from Allah (swt). So they had much more knowledge than the 
pagan Arabs and others who had never received a messenger. But with this knowledge came 
responsibility. They had a responsibility to only speak the truth based on this knowledge that 
they had. Now in this part of the ayah Allah (swt) shows us how in the past they had spoken the 
truth based on this knowledge. For example the Jews had boasted about how a final messenger 
would come who would lead them to victory. They told all the Arabs about this messenger and 
how they were waiting for him and expecting him in order to believe in him and to support him. 
This was a statement that they made which was indeed based on the knowledge that they had 
been given. Because indeed in their Books it does mention of the coming of the final messenger 
and their Books also promise victory for all who would follow this messenger. So in the past they 
had indeed spoken based on this knowledge that they had. 

Flowever in the next part of the ayah Allah (swt) asks them "Why then do you argue 
now about that which you have no knowledge at all?". In the past they had spoken based 
on the knowledge that they had been given. But notice how they only spoke based on the 
knowledge when it suited their aims and objectives. For example the Jews wanted to boast and 
show the Arabs how they were superior, that is why they bragged about the coming of the final 
messenger and about how he would lead their nation to victory. They did not think at that time 
that Allah (swt) would send the Final Messenger to another nation. So when they wanted to, they 
spoke based on the knowledge that they had been given by Allah (swt). But when it does not suit 
their means and objectives they do not speak based on this knowledge. In fact they hide this 
knowledge. In fact they even speak contrary to this knowledge. Such as their statement that 


247 



Ibrahim (as) was a Jew or a Christian. There was no knowledge from Allah (swt) on which they 
based such a statement. In fact the knowledge that they had been given told them the exact 
opposite of this claim. Their books clearly told them that Ibrahim (as) was one of those who 
submitted purely to Allah (swt). He (as) did not allow anyone else to legislate the laws for him 
(as) like the Jews did and he (as) did not worship anyone else besides Allah (swt) like the 
Christians did. So how then could he (as) be from the people who have such corrupt beliefs? The 
Jews were arguing and saying that Ibrahim (as) was a Jew and the Christians were arguing and 
saying that Ibrahim (as) was a Christian when they had no knowledge for this whatsoever. In 
fact they even had knowledge to the contrary which they were hiding and concealing. How evil 
and unjust then are such a people? They only speak on the knowledge that Allah (swt) had given 
them when it suits their agenda. May Allah (swt) save us from ever becoming like them! 

One lesson that we can take from this part of the ayah is that we ourselves must be 
careful with our knowledge of this Din. We can see here how Allah (swt) is not pleased with the 
Jews and Christians because they argue and act where they have no knowledge. So you should 
be sure that every act that you make is based on sound knowledge from this Din. Remember 
that this Din is your lifetime transaction with Allah (swt), and all that you have of this Din is your 
knowledge of it. So be careful as to whom you take knowledge of this Din from and be careful 
when you give knowledge of this Din to others. Whenever you take knowledge of this Din try 
your best to verify what you are being given with the Book of Allah (swt), the Sunnah of the 
Prophet (saw), and the understanding of our scholars. Similarly when you give knowledge of this 
Din to others, be sure that what you give is in conformity with the Quran, the Sunnah and the 
understanding of our scholars. Do not follow scholars blindly without asking for the proof of what 
they are saying from the Quran and Sunnah and at the same time do not try to interpret an ayah 
of the Quran or a hadith of the Prophet (saw) without first checking what the scholars have said 
about that ayah or hadith. The knowledge of this Din is our life so we have to be very careful 
with it. We have to achieve this correct balance so that we do not blindly follow scholars and at 
the same time we do not try to interpret the Quran and Sunnah based on our whims and desires. 
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In the final part of this ayah Allah (swt) says "And Allah Knows while you (all) do 
not know". Allah (swt) tells the Jews and Christians in this part of the ayah that He (swt) Knows 
while they do not know. Allah (swt) Knows who Ibrahim (as) truly was. These people on the 
other hand have chosen not to follow the knowledge that they have been given, so it almost as if 
they have no knowledge whatsoever. Since they have chosen to ignore the knowledge that they 
have been given it is as if they have no knowledge. They have no knowledge but Allah (swt) 
does. Allah (swt) Knows that Ibrahim (as) was neither a Jew nor a Christian but rather he (as) 
was of those who submitted purely to Him (swt). 

Another lesson that we can take from this part of the ayah is to realize once again that in 
comparison to the Knowledge of Allah (swt) we have no knowledge whatsoever. We have no 
knowledge when compared to the Knowledge of Allah (swt). We have to realize the 
consequences of what this means. This means that if you are sincere slave of Allah (swt) and you 
are always trying your best to please Him (swt), then you should be pleased with whatever 
situation that He (swt) puts you in. For every moment of your life you should be pleased with 
whatever situation that He (swt) puts you in, be it a good situation or a bad situation. You should 
always remind yourself that you know nothing and that Allah (swt) Knows everything. You should 
know that He (swt) wants the best for you and so He (swt) will never disappoint you or let you 
down. So whatever situation that you find yourself in, even if you do not know how it is good for 
you, you have to realize that you do not know and Allah (swt) Knows. Allah (swt) Knows that 
there is good for you in the difficulty that He (swt) has placed you in, and that is why He (swt) 
has put you through that difficulty. So never complain when you find yourself in some difficulty, 
always remember that Allah (swt) Knows and you do not know. At the same time you should 
take comfort and happiness in all of the good things that Allah (swt) has given you. Allah (swt) 
will not only touch you with evil but He (swt) will give you the good as well. With every difficulty, 
there is relief. With every difficulty, there is relief. So think about all of the good that Allah (swt) 
has given you. Be it your health or your family or your youth or your Iman. You will find good in 
your life that you can be thankful for if you truly searched for it. 
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68. Ibrahim was not a Jew or a Christian, but he was a Muslim Hanifa, and he was 
not of the Mushrikoon. 

In the previous ayahs we saw how beautifully Allah (swt) refuted the claim of the Jews 
and Christians that Ibrahim (as) was one of them. Allah (swt) showed us how their statements 
are not based on knowledge but only on their whims and desires. Allah (swt) showed us how the 
Jews and Christians conveniently speak based on the knowledge that they have been given when 
it suits their objectives and how they turn away from this knowledge when it does not. What they 
said about Ibrahim (as) was not based on knowledge at all. Rather they made up these false 
statements about him (as) in their minds so that they can fool the people into following their 
corrupt ways. Allah (swt) exposed them for the liars that they are. Allah (swt) showed us their 
utter hypocrisy in that they would dare to make up lies when they had the Books with them and 
in those Books was the truth about Ibrahim (as). In this ayah Allah (swt) tells them and tells us 
what is the truth about Ibrahim (as). Allah (swt) settles the debate once and for all. 

Allah (swt) begins by saying "Ibrahim was not a Jew or a Christian". Look at the 
Power in the words of Allah (swt). The Jews were claiming that Ibrahim (as) was a Jew and the 
Christians were claiming that he (as) was a Christian. Here Allah (swt) tells them both that they 
are both wrong. Such should be our attitude towards those who would reject this Message as 
well. Such should be our attitude towards those who know that this Message is true and who still 
insist on rejecting it. We do not need to be nice and compassionate with such people. Once we 
know that they are aware of the truth and once we see that they have turned away from the 
truth, then there is no need to be nice and compassionate with them after that. Rather it should 
be made brutally clear that they are wrong. Here Allah (swt) clearly tells the Jews and the 
Christians that they were wrong and that Ibrahim (as) was neither a Jew nor a Christian. 
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So if Ibrahim (as) was neither a Jew nor a Christian, then what was he (as)? Allah (swt) 
tells us in this ayah that "he was a Muslim Hanifa, and he was not of the Mushrikoori'. 
The one who is Hanifa is the one who worships and serves Allah (swt) alone. The one who gives 
himself purely for Allah (swt). Everything that he does is only for Allah (swt). This was how 
Ibrahim (as) was, this was how the Prophet (saw) was, and Insha Allah this is how we must 
strive to be as well. Our entire lives should be nothing but a quest to please Allah (swt). This is 
what it means to be Hanifa. 

The one who is the opposite of Hanifa is the one who is from the Mushrikoon. The 
Mushrikoon are those who make shirk, they associate others as partners with Allah (swt). They 
worship others besides Allah (swt) and they obey others besides Allah (swt). They bow down 
before idols instead of worshipping Allah (swt) and they allow others to legislate the laws for 
them instead of obeying Allah (swt). Allah (swt) tells us in here that Ibrahim (as) was a Hanifa 
and not a Mushrikoon. He (as) was among those who dedicated himself purely for Allah (swt) 
and he was not among those who associated partners with Him (swt). 

Now are the Jews and Christians from the Hanifiyya or are they from the Mushrikoon ? 
Do they worship and serve Allah (swt) purely or do they associate partners with Him (swt)? Do 
not the Christians worship 'Isa (as) alongside Allah (swt) and do not the Jews allow their rabbis 
to legislate laws for them instead of Allah (swt)? We as Muslims do not worship anyone besides 
Allah (swt) and we do not allow anyone to legislate the laws for us. Even our scholars have to 
bring their evidence from the Quran and Sunnah for what they say. So who then is closer to the 
way of Ibrahim (as) and who is closer to the way of the ones whom Allah (swt) is displeased 
with? Who has submitted purely to Allah (swt) and who has associated others as partners with 
Him (swt)? May Allah (swt) help all the good and sincere people among mankind to find the true 
way of life! The way of Ibrahim (as). The way of the Prophet (saw). The way of those whom He 
(swt) is pleased with 
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69. Surely the closest of mankind to Ibrahim are those who followed him, and this 
Prophet, and the ones who believe, and Allah is the Wali of the believers. 

So now we know who Ibrahim (as) truly was. He (as) was one of those who submitted 
purely to Allah (swt). Everything that that he (as) did was only for Allah (swt). He (as) was 
certainly not of those who associated partners with Allah (swt) in any way. This is how he (as) 
was different from both the Jews and the Christians. The Jews allow their rabbis and other men 
to legislate laws for them. The Christians do the same and in addition they also worship 'Isa (as), 
Mariam (as) and even their saints alongside Allah (swt). So how could Ibrahim (as), the one who 
submitted purely to Allah (swt) in both worship and obedience, be from the religion of such 
people? Who then are the true followers of Ibrahim (as)? This ayah tells us. 

Allah (swt) begins this ayah by saying "Surely the closest of mankind to Ibrahim 
are those who followed him". Here Allah (swt) tells us who is the closest of all mankind to 
Ibrahim (as). The first in this group are those who actually followed him (as). These were his 
followers at his time. We know that even though Ibrahim (as) spent his entire life in the way of 
the dawah, he (as) had only a few followers. However even though they were few, they were 
among those who had submitted completely to Allah (swt) just like he (as) had done. They lived 
in a time when all of mankind seemed to have turned away from Allah (swt), and because of this 
they were put through many trials and difficulties by their own people. It was very difficult for 
them to hold on to their Din in the midst of such a society. But because they were sincere to 
Allah (swt), and because they had submitted themselves completely to Him (swt), they held fast 
to the worship and servitude of Allah (swt) despite all of the pressures that the society around 
them generated. Allah (swt) loves it when you strive to hold on to your Din when everyone else 
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around you seems to have turned away from Him (swt). That is why Allah (swt) lists such people 


here as those who are among the nearest to Ibrahim (as). They were among those who 
submitted purely to Allah (swt) and they were willing to make any sacrifice or go through any 
difficulty to practice their submission in their lives. They did not care about what others did to 
them, they did not care what others said about them, they only cared about Allah (swt). 

Then Allah (swt) says "and this Prophet". There is no one who lived a way of life that 
is closer to the way of life of Ibrahim (as) than our Prophet (saw). Just like Ibrahim (as), our 
Prophet (saw) submitted completely to Allah (swt). Every single action that he (saw) did was for 
Allah (swt). He (saw) did not even blink except that it was in the way of Allah (swt). He (saw) 
lived his entire life to worship and serve Allah (swt) just as Ibrahim (as) did. There is not a 
moment that passed in his (saw)'s life except that he (saw) did not think how he (saw) could 
please Allah (swt) in that moment. The Prophet (saw) was so close to Allah (swt) that he (saw) 
was given the title of Khalil ut Allah or the "close friend of Allah". The only other prophet to be 
given this name besides our Prophet (saw) is Ibrahim (as). This shows how close these two 
prophets were to Allah (swt), how every thing that they did was for Him (swt), and how they 
were the most perfect in their complete submission to Him (swt). How dare then do these Jews 
and Christians in the presence of the Prophet (saw) claim that Ibrahim (as) was one of them and 
that he (as) was not like the Prophet (saw)? How far is the life that they live from the life of 
Ibrahim (as) and how close is the life of the Prophet (saw)? 

The Prophet (saw) was the closest in his way of life to Ibrahim (as) and the ones who 
are the closest to the Prophet (saw) are the believers. The members of his (saw)'s Ummah. The 
ones who believe in the Message that he (saw) was sent with and the ones who try to follow him 
(saw) to the best of their ability. They are the ones who are the closest to the Prophet (saw), 
and thus the nearest among mankind today to Ibrahim (as). Just like Ibrahim (as), the Ummah 
of the Prophet (saw) submit completely to Allah (swt) in both worship and obedience and they do 
not associate any partners with Allah (swt) in any way. Thus out of all of mankind today, the 
Ummah of the Prophet (saw) lives a life that is the closest to the way of life of Ibrahim (as). 
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Many scholars note that not only are the believers close to Ibrahim (as) in that our 
Ummah also submits completely to Allah (swt) just like Ibrahim (as) did but also our Ummah has 
gone through the most trials and difficulties in the dawah just like Ibrahim (as) did. Throughout 
the history of this Ummah there have been those who have been persecuted and oppressed 
because of their total submission to Allah (swt) and because of their calling others to this 
submission. From the time of the Sahabah when Bilal (ra) and others like him (ra) were tortured 
brutally by the oppressors from Quraysh, to our time where the sincere Muslims who are working 
in this dawah are facing all kinds of oppression by the governments that do not wish Islam to 
return. Even at this very moment your brothers are being tortured and your sisters are being 
raped and your children are being killed by the enemies of this Message who do not want to see 
Islam return. Similarly just like Ibrahim (as) had to leave his homeland because of this Message 
that he (as) called to, the believers also had to emigrate in the way of Allah (swt). We know of 
the hijra that the believers who were with the Prophet (saw) made from Makkah to Madinah. We 
also know that even before the hijra to Madinah, there were many Sahabah who had to flee 
Makkah because of the persecution they faced there and go to Abyssinia. Since the time of these 
early Muslims there were many more believers in this Ummah who had to leave their homes for 
the sake of Allah (swt). How many are the believers in our Ummah who had to leave their 
homeland for the sake of Allah (swt)? How many are the scholars and the warriors in our Ummah 
who had to travel all over this earth in the Path of Allah (swt)? They traveled in the earth for the 
sake of dawah and jihad just like Ibrahim (as) did. In this way as well they were just like Ibrahim 
(as) who sacrificed his very home to gain the Pleasure of Allah (swt). 

In the final part of this ayah Allah (swt) tells us that He (swt) "is the Waliof the 
believers". The word Walic annot be adequately translated into English. Among the meanings 
that it gives are that of "protector", "guardian", "disposer of affairs", and "close and dear friend". 
All of these meanings are present in this word. Notice how Allah (swt) does not simply say that 
He (swt) is "their Wall' but He (swt) explicitly says that He (swt) is "the Wa/iof the 
believers". This is to stress and emphasize the fact that one needs to be a believer in order for 
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Allah (swt) to be their Wall. What does it mean for Allah (swt) to be your Wahl It means that 
you do not need any other protector or any other friend because Allah (swt) is your Protector and 
He (swt) is your Friend. Once you have Allah (swt) as your Protector, who then can hurt you 
after that? Once you have Allah (swt) as your Friend, why then do you need anyone else? May 
Allah (swt) be our Wall and the Wali of all the sincere brothers and sisters! 

Sayyid Qutb also tells us in his tafsir of this ayah that the reason why this Ummah is so 
close to Ibrahim (as) and the reason why Allah (swt) is our Wali\s because of our Iman. Sayyid 
Qutb says how this belief that we have in Allah (swt) and in the Message that He (swt) has sent 
forms the foundation of our bond with each other. We are bonding on the fact that we all believe 
in Allah (swt) and we believe in the Message that He (swt) has sent. Sayyid Qutb tells us how 
this is the strongest of bonds that can ever be formed by any group of human beings. This is 
because this is not a bond based on race, language, nationality or anything else that is 
superficial. This is a bond that is based on the deepest part of the human soul and that is his 
belief in Allah (swt). A bond like this will never break and a bond like this is a bond where every 
member of the Ummah will be willing to sacrifice his own life and everything that he has for 
another member of the Ummah. It is also a bond that transcends and supercedes all other 
bonds. So even if your Muslim brother has a different skin color and looks different and comes 
from a different homeland and speaks a different language, you can still bond with him on your 
Iman in Allah (swt) and that is the strongest of bonds. Sayyid Qutb also tells us how this is a 
bond that you choose to enter by your choosing to believe in this Message that Allah (swt) has 
sent. You chose to be a part of this Ummah when you chose to believe in this Message. Similarly 
anyone can join this community simply declaring the Oneness of Allah (swt) and accepting the 
Prophet (saw) as the Messenger of Allah (swt). Unlike other bonds based on nationalism or race, 
this is a bond that any human being can enter if they choose to do so. The doors of our 
community are open to everyone regardless of their skin color, language or land of birth. So with 
this understanding we should try our best to always maintain this bond with our Muslim brothers 
and sisters. We have to remember that we are not bonding with them only because of the love 
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that we might have for them, but we are bonding with them first and foremost for Allah (swt). 

We live only to please Allah (swt) and one of the ways in which we must try to please Him (swt) 
is by trying our best to hold on to the community of the believers and to not to allow any artificial 
barriers like nationalism, language or race to break our unity. May Allah (swt) allow us to love our 
brothers and sisters for His (swt)'s sake and may He (swt) allow us to always be with the 
community of the believers! 

Another benefit that we can take from this ayah is to see the depth of meaning that it 
contains. First in this ayah Allah (swt) completely destroys the claims of the Jews and Christians. 
He (swt) shows us how the way of life that Ibrahim (as) lived was so different from the way of 
life that they live. Then Allah (swt) honors the Prophet (saw) by showing us how he (saw) is 
similar to Ibrahim (as), and Allah (swt) also honors Ibrahim (as) by showing us how he (as) is 
similar to the Prophet (saw). Then Allah (swt) honors our Ummah by showing us how we are the 
ones who are closest to both the Prophet (saw) and Ibrahim (as). Then Allah (swt) shows us how 
all of the trials and difficulties that we go through are similar to what Ibrahim (as) and the 
Prophet (saw) had to go through so we should bear patiently and continue to strive through all of 
these trials. Then Allah (swt) unites our community on our Iman and He (swt) shows us how this 
is the strongest of bonds that never break. Finally Allah (swt) gives us the best of incentives for 
believing in the Prophet (saw) and being in this Ummah, He (swt) will be our Wali. Allah (swt) 
will be our Friend and Protector. He (swt) will be there for us both in this world and the next. 
What is better than having Allah (swt) as a Friend and Protector? So we see the depth of this 
meaning that this ayah gives. How can any book have such an ocean of meaning except a Book 
that came from the Divine? May Allah (swt) help us to realize this fact! May Allah (swt) allow us 
to get all of the guidance that is in the Quran! 


256 





lJ_S| 


i\ 



iSJI Jal ^ ^bLL? 0^3 




600 , 31 ^? 


70. A group from among the People of the Book would love to send you astray, but 
they send astray none but themselves and they do not (even) perceive it. 

With this ayah Allah (swt) begins a new section of this Surah. So far in this Surah we 
have learned Who Allah (swt) IS. He (swt) is the Eternal and the Self-Subsisting. He (swt) is the 
First and everything else came from Him (swt). He (swt) is the One Who is maintaining the 
existence of this entire universe at every moment. He (swt) is even the very reason for your 
existence at this very moment. If not for Allah (swt) continuing to sustain you for every moment 
of your life through His Love and Mercy then you would not even exist. Such is Allah (swt). Such 
is His Majesty and Glory. Can you even begin to comprehend Who He (swt) IS? Can you even 
begin to imagine how much you are in debt to Him (swt)? Can you even realize His right to be 
worshipped and served? You must worship and serve Allah (swt) to show gratitude to Him (swt) 
and also because He (swt) deserves such worship and servitude because of Who He (swt) IS. So 
the way of life that we must live is one of complete submission to Allah (swt) without associating 
any partners with Him (swt) whatsoever. We must not worship any except Him (swt) and we 
must not serve and obey any but Him (swt). His Divine Unity must transcend over every aspect 
of our life. From government to worship. That was the way of life of the righteous of the past, 
including the Prophet (saw) and the prophet Ibrahim (as). We should take them as role models 
in our lives and try to follow them to the best of our ability. Only then can we hope to return to 
Allah (swt) with Him (swt) being pleased us. This is the path on which we must walk. But to walk 
this path will not be easy. There are forces in the world today that would seek to take us away 
from it. Forces that we never even expected. Forces that we never even expected. In this ayah 
Allah (swt) tells us about some of them. 
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Allah (swt) says "A group from among the People of the Book would love to send 

you astray". The scholars say that this ayah was revealed about a group of Jews in Madinah 
who wanted to turn the Muslims away from their Din. They wanted to make the Muslims 
renounce Islam and abandon the Prophet (saw). They wanted to turn the sincere servants of 
Allah (swt) away from Him (swt). Can you see now how evil a people they are? Can you even 
begin to imagine how displeased Allah (swt) would be with such a people? 

But in reality this ayah is not only speaking about these Jews. From the time when this 
conflict between the Truth and the falsehood began, there have been the devils of falsehood who 
have tried to take the servants of Allah (swt) away from their Rabb. They have tried every 
machination and every scheme that their sinister minds can possibly devise. There is no trick that 
they have not tried. They try in so many different ways but their goal is always the same and 
that is to take you away from Allah (swt). They are trying to take you away from the way of life 
for which you were created to live. They are trying to take you away from what is most important 
in your life. They are trying to take you away from the Real and the True. So do not let them. Be 
aware of their goal, and be aware of what will happen to you if they you allow them to succeed 
in their goal. May Allah (swt) save us from them! 

In the second part of this ayah Allah (swt) says "but they send astray none but 
themselves". These evil men were trying to send the sincere servants of Allah (swt) away from 
Him (swt). However Allah (swt) tells us in this ayah that in reality they are only sending 
themselves away from Him (swt). Through their plots and their plans, they are sending 
themselves further and further away from Allah (swt). The further they go away from Allah (swt), 
the further they go from the Mercy of Allah (swt). They further they go away from Allah (swt), 
the further they go from any chance of Allah (swt) guiding them to Him (swt). They further they 
go away from Allah (swt), the closer they become to the Wrath of Allah (swt). Can you even 
begin to imagine what will happen to a people when the Wrath of Allah (swt) descends upon 
them? Can you imagine what will happen to them both in this life and in the Hereafter? This is 
what they have done to themselves by trying to lead the sincere believers away from Allah (swt). 
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Through their plots and their plans, they thought that they had secured for themselves a good 
life in this world but in reality they had only purchased their own destruction. 

In the final part of this ayah Allah (swt) says "and they do not (even) perceive it". 
This is the most surprising part of what the enemies of this Message are doing. They are working 
night and day to destroy this Message that Allah (swt) has sent and they are working night and 
day to turn the believers in this Message away from it. All the while they are in fact only sending 
their own selves away from Allah (swt). The harder they work to destroy this Message the further 
they take themselves away from Allah (swt). Now what is truly surprising about what they are 
doing is that they themselves do not perceive this fact. They are not aware of the fact that they 
are taking themselves away from Allah (swt) because of the evil that they are doing. You see 
they think that they are doing the right thing in their efforts to destroy this Message. They think 
that should this Message gain supremacy in the land then they would be forced to give all of 
their lusts and desires. They fear that they will no longer be able to exploit the people. They fear 
that they will see a society that submits to Allah (swt) instead of submitting to them. This 
prospect truly terrifies them so they are doing all that they can to prevent this from becoming a 
reality. But the truth is that in their efforts to destroy this Message they are only taking 
themselves away from Allah (swt). They are only misguiding themselves. They cannot perceive 
this fact, nor can they perceive the terrible consequences that they will have to face on the Day 
of Judgment because they have allowed themselves to go astray from Allah (swt). They decided 
to forget about Allah (swt) and chase after the transient pleasures of this life. They allowed their 
pride and their lusts for this world to blind them to the reality of their situation. They are blinded 
as to how they have taken themselves away from Allah (swt). When the Day of Judgment comes 
then they will see clearly the consequences of what they have done. Then they will have no 
friend or protector to save them from Allah (swt). Then they will taste the consequences for the 
evil that they have done. They thought that they were doing good. They thought that they were 
serving mankind by trying to destroy this Message. But in reality they were doing great evil. May 
Allah (swt) save us from ever becoming like them! 
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71. O People of the Book, why do you do kufr to the signs of Allah while you are 
witnesses. 

We saw in the previous ayah how the enemies of this Message were working night and 
day to take the sincere servants of Allah (swt) away from the Message that He (swt) has sent. 
They are plotting and planning with every scheme that is possible in order to make the Muslims 
abandon their Din. Once again we may be naive and we may ask ourselves as to why they are 
doing this. We might be so naive as to think how a people could be so evil that they would try to 
take sincere brothers and sisters away from Allah (swt). Are they not human? Do they not have 
hearts? Do they not realize Who Allah (swt) IS and all that He (swt) has done for then? For those 
of us who are so naive or for those of us who have forgotten, Allah (swt) describes for us in this 
ayah the kind of people that they are. 

Allah (swt) makes us realize the kind of people whom they are by asking them a 
question. Allah (swt) asks them "O People of the Book, why do you do kufr to the signs of 
Allah while you are witnesses". As we mentioned to do kufr is to cover or hide something. 
These people are doing kufr to the signs of Allah (swt). These are the signs that show us that 
Allah (swt) Exists, that He (swt) is One and Only, and that this is the true Message from Him 
(swt). There are countless signs that verify this Truth. These Jews and Christians are aware of 
these signs, they know about them, they can see the Truth that these signs point to, but instead 
of submitting to that Truth, they have chosen to cover that Truth. They cover these signs that 
they are sure of by denying the Truth that these signs point to. Everything in the universe, just 
by the fact that it exists and by the fact that it's existence is limited, proves that it has been 
created. Thus everything in the universe proves that Allah (swt) Exists. Similarly everything in the 
universe simply by the fact that it is dependent on something greater than itself for it's existence 
shows that not only did Allah (swt) create the universe but He (swt) is sustaining the universe for 
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every second of it's existence. So every single thing in this creation is a sign for Allah (swt), how 
then can they not see it? Just like everything in the universe is a sign for the Existence and 
Oneness of Allah (swt), every ayah in this Quran is a sign for the Truthfulness of this Message. 
Every ayah in this Book is at the peak of the Arabic language, carries the deepest meaning, has 
the most impact on the listener and has never been able to be reproduced by the minds of men. 
These are clear signs that the Jews and Christians know about. There are even signs for them in 
their own Books where the coming of the Prophet (saw) is prophesized. Yet they would deny 
each and every one of these signs. So in this ayah Allah (swt) asks the Jews and Christians as to 
why they are covering these signs that they themselves witness. They can see the creation of 
Allah (swt) around them, they can hear the ayahs of the Quran, they can see the prophecies of 
the Prophet (saw) in their books. How then can they continue to deny and reject? You have so 
many signs that you yourself have witnessed but you have chosen to cover the Truth that these 
signs point to. Why would you do that? 

The answer to this question is simple. It is because they are a people who have chosen 
to turn away from Allah (swt). They are a people who would prefer to live a life of serving their 
lusts and desires instead of serving Allah (swt). So because they have already made up their 
minds that they do not want to serve Allah (swt), no amount of signs in the world will convince 
them. They have already decided that they do not want to serve Allah (swt), so when the 
Message from Allah (swt) reaches them they will find one excuse or another to reject it. They will 
be looking for a reason to reject it. This is because they were never sincere to Allah (swt) in the 
first place, they did not care about Him (swt) and they do not care about worshipping and 
serving Him (swt) as He (swt) had created them to do. They willfully chose to turn away from 
Him (swt) despite their realization of His right upon them. If you truly understand the Greatness 
and Majesty of Allah (swt) and all that He (swt) has done for man then you will realize what a 
great evil that these people have done. You will realize why the Fire is the just punishment for 
them. May Allah (swt) save us from ever becoming like them! 


261 







72. O People of the Book, why do you mix the Truth with falsehood and why do you 
hide the Truth while you know. 

We saw in the previous ayah how Allah (swt) asked the Jews and Christians as to why 
they do kufr to this Message when they are certain that it is Truth. Why they do kufr to this 
Message when they themselves have witnessed its signs? How could they turn away when they 
have seen so many evidences and proofs? Of course Allah (swt) already knows the answer to 
these questions but He (swt) asked them in order to make us realize the kind of people they are. 
In order for us to realize that they are the kind of people who would turn away from the Truth 
even when they are certain of it. In order for us to realize that they are the kind of people who 
would turn away from Allah (swt), the Perfect One, the One Who created them and the One Who 
sustains them at every moment. In order for us to realize that they are enemies of this Message. 
In this ayah Allah (swt) asks them yet another question. Once again the purpose of this question 
is to make us realize the kind of people whom they are. When you see what they have done then 
you will realize why they are your enemy as well. If you are truly a sincere and dedicated servant 
of Allah (swt) then you have to realize that His enemies are your enemies as well. 

Allah (swt) says "O People of the Book, why do you mix the Truth with falsehood 
and why do you hide the Truth while you know". Notice how Allah (swt) refers to them as 
"People of the Book". Allah (swt) is addressing them by the fact that they have previously 
received revelation from Him (swt). Allah (swt) reminds them how they have already received 
knowledge from Him (swt). This knowledge makes them all the more responsible to hearken to 
the call of the Prophet (saw). This is because more than anyone else, more than the pagan 
Arabs, they were the ones who were the most certain that this Message is true. As always with 
knowledge comes responsibility. 
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Allah (swt) asks them as to why they mix the Truth with falsehood. They have the Truth 
with them. The Truth is the Books that they have received from Allah (swt). These Books clearly 
tell them that the Message of the Prophet (saw) is true. But they take this Truth and mix 
falsehood into it. Now we know that when you mix something that is impure into that which is 
pure, it no longer remains pure. So when they mixed falsehood with the Truth then what they 
had was no longer the Truth. What they had was only falsehood. What they had was supposed 
"books" from Allah (swt) where the coming of the Prophet (saw) is not explicitly mentioned. Even 
though the coming of the Prophet (saw) was clearly mentioned in their Books, even though the 
Prophet (saw)'s name was even explicitly spoken by 'Isa (as), they changed their Books so that 
these verses are removed from them. So from this ayah we see that what they are doing is that 
they are taking the Truth, which are the Books that they have from Allah (swt), and they are 
mixing falsehood into it. They are putting lies and fabrications into the Books of Allah (swt). They 
do not care that these Books have been sent to them by Allah (swt), their Creator and Sustainer, 
their Lord and Master. If they see something in these Books that they do not like, they simply 
remove it. They have the audacity to remove whatever does not please them. Can you then 
imagine the evil that these people have done? Not only have they shown utter disrespect to the 
Words of Allah (swt) but just think how many people they have misguided from the Truth 
because of their deception. How many of their own children they have misguided away from 
Allah (swt)? How many of their children have they denied the peace and tranquility of knowing 
the Real and the True? What could be a greater crime than taking a human soul that was created 
to know Allah (swt) away from Him (swt)? 

We have to remind ourselves once again that this ayah is not speaking about all Jews 
and Christians. There are many good people among the Jews and Christians. Some of them have 
already accepted Islam and others are simply ignorant of the Truth of this Message. We pray to 
Allah (swt) for the guidance of these people. Rather this ayah is specifically speaking about those 
Jews and Christians who were openly working to destroy this Message. They are the ones who 
knew that this Message was the Truth but they still rejected it. Not only did they reject this 
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Message but they were openly working to destroy it. They took the Truth that was in the Books 
sent by Allah (swt) and they mixed their lies and fabrications into it. Even this very ayah is an 
evidence to the fact that it is not speaking about all the Jews and Christians. Allah (swt) asks the 
people whom He (swt) is speaking of here as to why they are rejecting His Signs and why they 
are mixing the Truth with falsehood. Now are all the Jews and Christians today guilty of this 
crime? They may be guilty of other crimes but are they guilty of this crime? 

So the Jews and Christians whom this ayah is speaking about are those who know that 
this Message is true but who still try to destroy it. Not only do these people change the Truth by 
mixing falsehood into it, but we see from this ayah that they also hide the Truth. They have with 
them the clear verses in their Books that tell them without a doubt that the Prophet (saw) is 
indeed the Messenger of Allah (swt). However these evil people hide these verses. They hide the 
Truth from their people. Once again we cannot help but be utterly shocked by the evil that the 
human being is capable of. How can a people turn away from a Message that Allah (swt) has 
sent them? How can they then hide that Message from their people? How can anyone be so evil 
that they would deny their own children from knowing Allah (swt)? Could there be any greater 
crime that a human being can do? May Allah (swt) save us and save all the sincere and good- 
hearted people in this world from them! 

Even today there are evil men among the Jews and Christians who are mixing falsehood 
into the Truth. But the way that they are doing it today is that they are trying to change Islam. 
Islam is the Truth, and these evil people are trying to introduce into Islam falsehood that was 
never a part of it. They are trying to change every part of Islam, taking the Truth and mixing into 
it falsehood so that it becomes falsehood. They are hoping to change Islam so that it is no longer 
a threat to them and to their way of life. So you would see them saying that Islam is not political. 
You would see them saying that there is no such thing as the Islamic State. You would see them 
saying that we do not need to follow the Sunnah of the Prophet (saw). You would see them 
saying that Muslims can rule by kufr, and that Muslims can break themselves up along 
nationalistic boundaries. You would see them making up lies about the Prophet (saw), and saying 
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things about him (saw) that he (saw) never did. You would see them making the Muslims lose 
faith in the laws of Islam by saying that Islam is not applicable for the twenty first century. You 
would see them calling for a "reform" of Islam. All of these claims are falsehood that they are 
mixing into the pure Truth of Islam. They want to change Islam so that it is no longer a threat to 
their corrupt way of life. They have recognized that the greatest threat to the current world order 
is Islam and that is why they have resolved to stop at nothing in order to destroy it. Even the 
Cold War was ended when the West and the Communists both recognized that they have a 
greater enemy in Islam. They saw that there were Islamic movements who were very close to 
bringing back Islam and they recognized that these movements had to be stopped at all costs. 
But they are not only targeting the Islamic movements but they are also going after the Muslims. 
In this Ummah and in this Din they see the greatest of threats. They see the Islamic State that is 
just waiting to return and dominate the world once again. So they are plotting day and night to 
take the Muslims away from their Din. They are introducing all of kinds of corrupt ideas into the 
minds of Muslims. Ideas to make the Muslims lose confidence in Islam and to make them adopt a 
way of life that is foreign to Islam. They are planning night and day, but little do they realize that 
Allah (swt) is also planning and that Allah (swt) is the Best of Planners. So no matter how much 
the enemies of this Message may try, they will never be able to destroy this Message. Allah (swt) 
will eventually give this Din victory. The only question is where you will be when the victory 
comes. Will you be with the enemies of this Message? Will you be on the sidelines looking on? Or 
will you be among those at whose hands victory will come for the Din of Allah (swt)? The choices 
that you make today will determine this. All that you need to do is work sincerely in this dawah 
to the best of your ability. May Allah (swt) guide us and support us and protect us! 
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73. And a group from the People of the Book says "Believe in what has been sent 
down to the believers in the beginning of the day and do kufr at the end of it, so that 
they may return". 

In the previous ayahs Allah (swt) told us about the enemies of Islam and how they were 
planning night and day to destroy this Message. Since the time of the Prophet (saw), they have 
had one objective and one objective only and that is to destroy this Message that Allah (swt) has 
sent to all mankind. Their only objective is to destroy this Message of Mercy from the Creator to 
the creation. Can you then even begin to understand how evil a people they are? One of the 
ways in which they seek to reach this objective is by trying to take the sincere servants of Allah 
(swt) away from Him (swt). So you can see the evil that they are doing, not only have they 
themselves turned away from Allah (swt), the Real, and the Eternal, the One Who created them 
and Who sustains them for every second of their existence, but also they try to take the sincere 
servants of Allah (swt) away from Him (swt). It is not enough for them to reject this Message, 
but they are also working and striving to destroy this Message and to lead others away from it. 

As we have mentioned they will use every plot and trick that they can to reach this objective. So 
every problem that the Muslim Ummah is facing today, you can be sure that the enemies of this 
Message had something to do with that problem. In this ayah Allah (swt) brings our attention to 
a trick that they used in the past to try and take the believers away from this Message. 

Allah (swt) says "And a group from the People of the Book say "Believe in what 
has been sent down to the believers in the beginning of the day and do kufr at the 
end of it". Here Allah (swt) tells us about an event that happened at the time of the Prophet 
(saw). The narrations tell us that what happened was that a group of Jews got together and they 
decided that they would pretend to be Muslim. They would pretend to accept the Message of 
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Allah (swt). They would pretend to follow the Prophet (saw). Their plan was that once the 
believers saw that they were a part of the Muslim community, once the believers trusted them 
and thought of them as brothers, then they would renounce Islam. 

So see here the evil in the plan of these Jews. They knew that many of the Muslims, 
especially the new converts from Madinah, had always looked up to them as the people of 
knowledge. This was especially true for those Muslims in Madinah who could not read and write. 
So these Jews had hoped that when the new Muslims saw them, the people of knowledge and 
revelation, leaving Islam then it might place doubts in their own hearts about this Message. 

These Jews were hoping that the Muslims would think that the reason why they are leaving Islam 
is because they had found something wrong with it. They were hoping that the Muslims would 
think that the reason for their leaving Islam was because they were certain that this Message 
was not from Allah (swt). They were hoping to especially fool those Muslims who were naive and 
ignorant. Those Muslims who were not learned but who merely followed what others did. Can 
you even begin to imagine the evil of such a people who would pretend to accept the Message of 
Allah (swt) only to then leave it? And their only intention in doing this is to mislead others from it. 
They would do this even when they were certain that this Message is indeed from Allah (swt). 

Can you see their insolence and their ingratitude towards their Creator? 

Notice also how these Jews say that their reason for trying to deceive the Muslims was 
"so that they may return". They wanted to make the Muslims return to a life of heedlessness 
to Allah (swt) like they were living. They passed away the moments of their lives in disobedience 
to their Creator. They did their actions for their own selves instead of for their Lord and Master. 
They lived a life of sin, disobedience and rebellion. A life in which they were heedless to the Real 
and the True. And this is what they wanted the Muslims to return to. They lived a pathetic 
existence of serving their desires and this is what they wanted the Muslims to return to. See the 
evil of such people in that they would try to take the sincere believers out of the Light and into 
the darkness! They would try to take the believers away from the peace and tranquility that 
comes from being close to the Divine. 
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The lesson that we can take from this ayah is that we must be aware of such people in 
our time. Even in our time there are so called "Muslim apostates" who have supposedly left 
Islam. These people gain a lot of publicity. They have their own web sites and some of them 
even write books about what they think is wrong with Islam and why they have left it. Before you 
believe anything that these people say you should first realize that all of this is part of a big plan. 
It is all part of the plan that the enemies of this Message have hatched. They are working night 
and day to take the sincere believers away from Allah (swt). There is a current world order that 
dominates over this planet and they have recognized Islam as a threat to this world order. That 
is why they are trying every possible way to take the Muslims away from this Din. 

Now these so called "apostates of Islam" are either working with the enemies of this 
Message or they are their victims. Most of their victims are from the Muslim youth in the West. 
They are the ones who are the most vulnerable to abandoning Islam and following the way of life 
of the West. Can you really blame these youth? What can you expect from someone who is made 
to hear all kinds of lies and fabrications about Islam? All of their life, throughout their childhood, 
they have been spoon-fed propaganda and lies about this Message. Islam has been presented as 
the worst possible way of life, and the corrupt way of life of the West has been made appealing 
and desirous to them. In the lifestyle that the West offers them they see that they are able to 
fulfill all of their lusts and desires. They see a way of life without inhibitions or controls. But what 
they are not shown are all of the evils of Western society, the underside of moral decay and 
social corruption. They are not aware of how miserable many of the people who live in the West 
are and how empty and meaningless their lives are. But worst of all is that these young and 
naive Muslim youth who are growing up in the West are made to forget about Allah (swt). They 
are made to forget the Reason for their being. Allah (swt) is the reason why we have chosen 
Islam over the way of life that the West offers. We do not choose Islam because it brings a 
prosperous society, even if it does, that it is not the reason why we chose it. We only chose 
Islam as our way of life because we know that this is the Din that Allah (swt) is pleased with us 
living. When a human soul is made to forget Allah (swt), that soul is then very vulnerable to the 
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temptations of the devil. That is what the devils in the West has done with these youths. They 
have lied to them about Islam, they have made them forget about Allah (swt), and they have 
presented to them a way of life that is very appealing and lustrous. But these ignorant youths do 
not see it for the poison that it truly is. That is why they chase after this illusion and they 
abandon the Din that Allah (swt) has sent to them. So when we see all of these so called Muslim 
apostates, we have to realize that there is nothing wrong with this Din whatsoever. This Din is 
from Allah (swt) and we know it to be so beyond the shadow of a doubt. So the problem is not 
with Islam. The problem is with a people who will choose themselves over Allah (swt). The 
problem is with a people who choose to serve themselves instead of their Creator and Sustainer. 
As we said, the evil of these people cannot even be measured. So you should be certain that 
even these so called "Muslim apostates" is only one part of their plan to make us lose faith in our 
Din and to take us away from Allah (swt). May Allah (swt) save us and save all of our children 
from them! May Allah (swt) allow us to save our youth from them! 

So what can we do about this terrible situation? How can we hope to save our youth? 
First and foremost we have to pray to Allah (swt) to guide our youth. The guidance is from Allah 
(swt) and He (swt) will guide whom He (swt) pleases. So we have to pray to Allah (swt) to guide 
them. While we are praying to Allah (swt) there are also some practical steps that we can take. 
There is both a short term solution and a long term solution. We have to implement both of 
these. The short term solution is to give our youth the correct understanding of Islam. We have 
to teach them that this Din is not what the enemies of this Message have made it out to be. This 
Din does not call for the oppression of women. This Din does not permit the killing of civilians 
and non-combatants. This Din does not force people to become Muslim. This Din does not preach 
renunciation of the world or say that we should not pursue the latest sciences and technologies. 
We have to show our youth how all of these are lies and fabrications from the enemies of this 
Message. Another part of the short-term solution is that we have to protect them from the 
culture and the influence of the West. The most fundamental philosophy of the West is that you 
have to live to serve yourself. You are a slave of your lusts and desires, and you are the most 
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important person in the world. This philosophy is diametrically opposed to Islam which says that 
you have to live to be a slave of Allah (swt). You live only to serve Allah (swt) and only to please 
Him (swt). This is what our Din teaches us and this is what our youth will forget in this culture 
that they live in. So especially if we are living in the West, we have to make sure that our 
children are protected from the culture of the West. We especially have to be careful of the 
television and of the company that they keep. It is better for them not to have any friends at all 
rather than to have friends who are among the heedless of Allah (swt). Even this however has to 
be done in a balanced way. We should try our best to shield them from this culture but at the 
same time we have to be mindful of their needs. We should try and offer them alternatives from 
Islam to the harmful elements in Western culture. Things that they can do in their time to enjoy 
themselves and occupy themselves with. So the short term solution in protecting our youth from 
the enemies of this Message is that we have to teach them about Islam and we have to protect 
them from this materialist and promiscuous culture that the world is immersed in. 

All of this is all part of the short term solution that we can implement to try and save our 
youth. At the same time the long term goal that we must all be working towards is trying to bring 
back the Islamic State. Only with the Islamic State can we truly try to protect our children. In the 
Islamic State we can ensure that the Iman of our children is built to be very strong right from the 
earliest age. We can mould them into the kind of human beings who always remember Allah 
(swt) and who live for Allah (swt). We can make sure that they learn the correct Aqeedah of Ahl 
as Sunnah and that they are protected from all the deviant thoughts and beliefs. We can also 
create an environment where they will never see the body of a woman on the street or on a 
billboard. Boys and girls will always be separated as Allah (swt) has legislated them to be. 

Instead of hearing songs and music on the radio, they will hear the sound of adhan, they will 
hear the dhikr of Allah (swt), and they will hear the Quran. Is this not the kind of world that you 
would like for your children? It is only in this kind of world that we have a good chance of 
fighting away Shaitan when he comes to lead them astray. This is why Shaitan and his minions 
among the enemies of this Message want to stop at nothing to prevent this Din from gaining 
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supremacy in the land. This is why in order to save our youth from these devils who are trying to 
take them away from Allah (swt), we also have to work in whatever capacity that we can to bring 
back the Islamic State. May Allah (swt) give us the enabling grace to do that! 
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74. (They say) "And do not trust anyone except the one who follows your Din". Say 
"Surely the guidance is the guidance of Allah, that anyone has been given the like of 
which has been given to you, or that they argue with you before your Rabb". Say "The 
Fadl is in the hand of Allah, He gives it to whom He pleases. And Allah is All- 
Embracing, All-Knowing". 

Now we saw in the previous ayah the plot that some of the Jews at the time of the 
Prophet (saw) devised in order to destroy this Message that Allah (swt) has sent. They wanted to 
destroy this Message by taking its followers away from it. The way that they planned to take the 
Muslims away from Allah (swt) was that they themselves would pretend to be Muslims at the 
beginning of the day, and then they would publicly renounce their belief at the end of the day. 
They were hoping that some of the ignorant and naive among the Muslims might be fooled by 
this trick and start thinking that there is something wrong with Islam. These evil Jews were 
counting of the fact that the ignorant Muslims would look up to them since they were the people 
of knowledge, they were the people who had previously received revelation from Allah (swt). 
Because of this the Jews were hoping that these Muslims would trust their opinion regarding 
Islam. They were using this great blessing of knowledge that Allah (swt) gave them in order to 
destroy His Message. How evil then are such a people? In this ayah Allah (swt) continues to tell 
us about their plans and schemes. 
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' Allah (swt) begins this ayah by telling us how they said to each other "And do not trust 
anyone except the one who follows your Din". This part of the ayah is actually a 
continuation of the speech of these Jews that Allah (swt) began to tell us in the previous ayah. 
Here Allah (swt) tells us how the Jews say to each other that they should not trust anyone except 
those who follow their Din. This means that they are telling each other that they should only trust 
other Jews who are like them. The meaning of this part of the ayah is true both for the specific 
instance in which it was revealed and it is also true for all time. So on the one hand the meaning 
of this ayah is true for those specific Jews at the time of the Prophet (saw) who were trying this 
trick of pretending to accept Islam and then leaving it. They were telling each other how they 
should not trust the details of their plan to anyone else. They should not let anyone else find out 
what they were really doing. They wanted the Muslims to believe that the reason why they had 
left Islam was because they had found something wrong with it, they did not want the Muslims 
to find out that the real reason why they had left Islam was because they were never sincere in 
their acceptance of it in the first place. So this was indeed a sinister plan that they had hatched 
among themselves, but in order for this plan to be successful it was critical that the details of this 
plan remain a secret. That is why they told each other not to trust anyone except the one who 
follows their Din. Their Din here does not necessarily mean Judaism, rather it means the corrupt 
way of life that they were following. The Jews who were worst in their opposition to this Message 
were not the common people but rather they were the elite and the learned among them. These 
were the ones who wanted to destroy this Message and they were the ones who concocted this 
evil plan. They were the ones who had chosen to serve themselves instead of serving Allah (swt). 
These are the Jews whose whole way of life was one based on selfishness, greed and the desire 
to satiate their lusts at all costs. They were a people who did not care how many others they 
injured, or exploited or deprived of good. They only cared about themselves. That is the kind of 
life that they lived. A life of corruption and sin. A life of heedlessness to Allah (swt). They know 
that only the person who follows such a corrupted way of life like they do would be willing to go 
through with such a sinister plan. That is why they tell each other only to trust each other. 
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In addition to this specific meaning that was relevant for this group of Jews at the time 
of the Prophet (saw), there is also a more general and comprehensive meaning for this part of 
the ayah. The evil ones today who are working to destroy Islam do not want anyone else to find 
out their true motives as well. So they do not confide the details of their plans except with those 
who are closest to them. They are a very secretive and deceptive people. They are planning 
plans that would shake mountains because they are so evil and sinister. But they do not tell 
anyone else about these plans. They plan plans that are so evil and so great that it would take 
pages and pages for us to outline the details of these plans. But these people are also secretive 
that they make sure that no one else, especially the Muslims, should find out about their evil 
plans. They allow the world to go on and they allow the people to busy themselves with their 
affairs while they plot and plan to destroy the Message that the Creator has sent to mankind. 
They are so secretive in what they do that they do not allow anyone else to find out about their 
plans. May Allah (swt) expose their plans! May Allah (swt) confound their plans! Allah (swt) is the 
Best of Planners! 

When the enemies of Islam plan to take the sincere believers away from Allah (swt) in 
such a way, Allah (swt) tells us in this ayah what is the response that we must be give to them. 
Allah (swt) commands us to say, "Surely the guidance is the guidance of Allah". You can 
plot and plan all you want to take us away from our Din but you should realize that at the end of 
the day the guidance comes only from Allah (swt). Whomever Allah (swt) chooses to guide there 
is none who can misguide him, and whomever Allah (swt) chooses to misguide there is none who 
can guide him. So you keep trying all you want to try. But you should know that you will never 
be able to misguide the chosen servants of Allah (swt). They are the ones who dedicate their 
lives to worshipping and serving Allah (swt). These sincere servants are on the guidance of Allah 
(swt), and that is the true guidance. When they have this guidance, then it does not matter how 
many of your lies and propaganda that they hear, it does not matter how much you may try to 
tempt them with the illusionary pleasures of this world, you should know that they will never 
leave their Din. This is because these are the sincere servants of Allah (swt) and Allah (swt) is 
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guiding them. When the light of Iman that is in their hearts is being protected by Allah (swt), 
then there is none who can extinguish this light after that. May Allah (swt) make us among those 
who are guided by Him (swt)! May Allah (swt) save our Iman from the enemies of this Message! 

In the next part of the ayah Allah (swt) commands the Muslims to say "that anyone 
has been given the like of which has been given to you". This part of the ayah is a 
continuation of what Allah (swt) tells the Muslims to say to the Jews who tried to turn them away 
from Him (swt). Allah (swt) tells the Muslims to tell them that the reason why they are hatching 
these sinister plots is because of their hatred and jealousy that anyone else has been given like 
what has been given to them. Before the Prophet (saw) came, the Jews were always known as 
the people of revelation. They were the ones to whom Allah (swt) revealed His (swt)'s Books and 
to whom He (swt) sent His (swt)'s messengers. They were the nation that was chosen to receive 
revelation from Allah (swt) before our nation. Now when the Prophet (saw) came these Jews saw 
that another nation had been given a Book and a prophet. Another nation had been given the 
like of which had been given to them in the past. This caused them great jealousy and hatred. 
They did not want anyone else to be the people of revelation except them, that was an honor 
that they believed only they were entitled to. So this is one reason why they hatched such great 
and sinister plots to destroy the Message that the Prophet (saw) was sent with. They knew that 
this Message was truly from Allah (swt), but they still hated it only because it was not sent to 
their nation. Can you see the arrogance and the selfishness of such people? How they only care 
about themselves, and how they do not care about the rest of mankind and how they do not care 
about Allah (swt)! 

Do not think that this hatred and jealousy of the Jews towards Islam has subsided over 
time. If anything it has only increased since they have seen the great success of the Message of 
the Prophet (saw). They have seen how the Message of the Prophet (saw) has spread from the 
call of a single man in a small town to a great nation that covers this entire globe. There is not a 
country today where you can go to and not find any Muslims in it. There are believers of the 
Prophet (saw) in every corner of this planet. Although this dawah has been significantly 
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weakened in the past few years, the Jews are still aware of how successful Islam has been 
throughout the centuries. They have seen how the Message of the Prophet (saw) has spread all 
over the world, and how there are many more people in the Ummah of the Prophet (saw) than in 
their nation. Even though their nation has been on the earth for much longer than our nation, 
our nation today has much more followers than theirs. This fact has only increased their jealousy 
and hatred towards Islam and towards the Muslims. So we can only expect that at this point they 
will double and re-double their efforts to destroy this Message. This only means that we 
ourselves must double and re-double our efforts to stand up for this Din. May Allah (swt) give us 
the ability to defend His (swt)'s Message against all those who would seek to destroy it. 

Then Allah (swt) commands us to say "or that they argue with you before your 
Rabb". This is the next reason as to why these Jews hatch such great and sinister plots to 
destroy this Message. They know that they are a people who have betrayed Allah (swt). They 
know that they had a trust to Allah (swt), and they know that they have broken that trust. Allah 
(swt) chose them to be the ones to carry His (swt)'s Message to mankind but they chose to 
disregard this responsibility. They chose to walk away from this duty. Now the last thing that 
they want is to meet Allah (swt) with this burden on their necks. And they know that the only 
thing worse than meeting with Allah (swt) with such a sin is if they were to meet Allah (swt) with 
another nation bearing witness against them as to how indeed they had committed that sin. They 
fear another nation bearing witness against them before Allah (swt) as to how they failed in their 
responsibility. They know that the Muslim Ummah would be that nation who would bear witness 
against them. The Ummah of the Prophet (saw) was given the responsibility of carrying this 
Message to mankind after them. The Jews know that if they allow this Ummah to exist, then this 
Ummah will bear witness against them and this Ummah will argue against them before Allah 
(swt) as to how they had failed in their responsibility to carry this Message to mankind. So this is 
another reason as to why they want to destroy this Message at any costs. They want to prevent 
the Ummah of the Prophet (saw) from even existing. They believe that if they can do this then 
there will be no one to argue against them on the Day of Judgment in front of Allah (swt). Once 
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again this shows the foolishness in their thinking. Do not they realize that even if our Ummah is 
not there on the Day of Judgment to bear witness against them, that Allah (swt) still Knows all 
that they have done. Even if there are no witnesses against them whatsoever on the Day of 
Judgment, they still cannot hide even the smallest of evil acts from Allah (swt) on that great Day. 
So once again we see the foolishness in their thinking and the futileness in their actions. They do 
not realize that even if the Muslim Ummah is not there to bear witness against them, they still 
cannot escape the Knowledge of Allah (swt). Allah (swt) Knows all things and He (swt) Knows 
well all of the evil that they have done and He (swt) Knows well how they have failed in the 
responsibility that they had been given. So they wanted to destroy the Muslim Ummah because 
they feared that witness would be made against them. But they failed to realize that Allah (swt) 
does not need such witness and that He (swt) can punish them for their sins if He (swt) chose to. 

Then Allah (swt) commands us to say "The Fadl is in the Hand of Allah, He gives it 
to whom He pleases". The word Fadl means "Bounty", "Grace", and "being given much more 
than one deserves". This Message from Allah (swt) is Fadl for this Ummah. It is a great gift and 
bounty that He (swt) has bestowed upon us. It is much more than what we as a nation deserve. 
These Jews were angry at the Ummah of the Prophet (saw), and they had deep jealousy and 
hatred for this Ummah because this Ummah had been given this Message. However what they 
failed to realize was that it was Allah (swt) Who gave this Ummah this Message. This bounty and 
gift is from Allah (swt) Alone, and He (swt) is the One Who chose to give it to our Ummah. So we 
can see the utter foolishness in their jealousy in that through their jealousy they are contending 
with the Will of Allah (swt), the All-Knowing and the Most Wise. Instead of being jealous at the 
Muslims they should have gone and complained to Allah (swt). But who are they to complain to 
the All-Knowing and the All-Wise? Instead they should realize that the Fadl is only from Allah 
(swt) and if they want this grace for themselves then they should try their best to please Him 
(swt) instead of opposing this Message and trying to destroy it. Only then they can have a hope 
that Allah (swt) would be pleased with them and that He (swt) would bestow this Fadl on them 
as well. Only then do they have a hope that Allah (swt) would guide them to this Message. 
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Finally Allah (swt) ends this ayah by telling us of two of His (swt) Most Beautiful and 
Majestic Names, Allah (swt) says "And Allah is All-Embracing, All-Knowing". When we say 
that Allah (swt) is the All-Embracing we are saying that there is no limit to what Fie (swt) can 
give. Allah (swt) has already given this Ummah so much by sending us the Prophet (saw), by 
giving us the Quran, by making us the best of nations ever raised up for mankind, and by giving 
us the opportunity to know the Prophet (saw) and to love him (saw). This is all from the 
immense grace and bounty that Allah (swt) has given us. But Allah (swt) is so All-Embracing that 
if Fie (swt) wanted, Fie (swt) can give us more and more. That is how All-Embracing Allah (swt) 
IS. Furthermore this grace and bounty is not confined to the members of our Ummah only. 
Anyone can become a member of the Ummah of the Prophet (saw) if they chose to and thus 
make themselves eligible for this Fadl Even these Jews who are scheming day and night to 
destroy this Message. If they were to repent and come back to Allah (swt), then even they have 
the chance of being part of this Ummah. Then the Mercy and the Grace and the Bounty of Allah 
(swt) would cover them also. That is how Wide and All-Embracing Allah (swt) IS, there is no limit 
to what Fie (swt) can do and there is no limit to what Fie (swt) can give. The Bounty and the 
Grace of Allah (swt) stretches as wide as the heavens and the earth. May Allah (swt) continue to 
bestow on us more and more! 

Not only is Allah (swt) the All-Embracing but Fie (swt) is also the All-Knowing. There is 
nothing that escapes His Knowledge. So you say that you want this great Bounty and Grace to 
descend upon you? Then you must do that which Allah (swt) is pleased with. Allah (swt) Knows 
everything and Fie (swt) Knows all that you do. So only if you do that which Allah (swt) is 
pleased with will Fie (swt) send down this immense Bounty and Grace upon you. Allah (swt) 
Knows your heart and Fie (swt) Knows all of your actions. If you do that which Allah (swt) is 
pleased with, by believing in this Message that Fie (swt) has sent you, and by striving to do the 
deeds that Fie (swt) is pleased with, then you make yourself eligible for this great Bounty and 
Grace from Him (swt). May Allah (swt) Know from us only that which is good and may Fie (swt) 
grant from us more and more of His (swt) Immense Bounty! 
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75. He chooses for His Mercy whom He pleases, and Allah is the Owner of Great Fad/. 

In the previous ayah Allah (swt) told us what should be our response to the sinister plot 
of the enemies of this Message when they try to take us away from our Din. Where they try to 
take us away from Allah (swt). Allah (swt) commanded us to tell them that the guidance is from 
Him (swt), and that if He (swt) were to guide us then there would be no way for them to 
misguide us though their tricks and their deceptions. Allah (swt) also told us that the reason why 
they were creating such great and sinister schemes to destroy this Message was because of their 
jealousy and hatred. They were jealous of the fact that Allah (swt) had chosen to send this 
Message to a nation other than theirs. This is why they had great hatred for the Prophet (saw) 
and for the Muslims and this is why they wanted to destroy this Message at all costs. In this ayah 
Allah (swt) responds to this deep jealousy that they had. 

Allah (swt) begins by telling us that He (swt) chooses for His Mercy whom He pleases. 
This Message is the Mercy of Allah (swt). The nation that has received this Message has indeed 
received a great Mercy from Allah (swt). In the life of this world they have been given the 
greatest of purposes for their lives. They live to call others to Allah (swt). What could be a 
greater existence in this world than this? Can you imagine anything that would be more 
deserving of you to do with your life than this? Would you prefer a life where you simply work a 
9 to 5 job only to pay your mortgage to a life where you are calling all of mankind to the Lord of 
all the worlds? Is that what you want with your life? No of course not. So realize now what a 
great Mercy this Message is even in the life of this world. It gives you the greatest of purposes 
for your existence on this planet. In addition, this Message also gives you peace and tranquility in 
the life of this world. Through this Message you know that Allah (swt) is always with you and that 
He (swt) will never abandon you if you are sincere to Him (swt). Knowing this gives you a peace 
and tranquility like nothing else in this world can. This is the Mercy from Allah (swt), and this is 
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only its manifestation in the life of this world. If you are a believer, if you have already been 
guided to this Din, then know that Allah (swt) has chosen you for this special Mercy. He (swt) 
has specifically chosen you out of all creation to receive this Mercy. How grateful must you then 
be that the Lord and Master of the universe has chosen you specifically to be the recipient of this 
special Mercy? 

Just as this Message is a Mercy in the life of this world, it is also a Mercy in the Hereafter. 
In this Message Allah (swt) has told all of mankind how they can attain His (swt)'s Pleasure. Now 
you know that it is only with the Pleasure of Allah (swt) that you can attain salvation in the 
Hereafter. It is only with the Pleasure of Allah (swt) that you can attain Mercy in the Hereafter. 
This is because this life is only a test. A test to see how well we please our Creator and our 
Sustainer, and only in passing this test and pleasing Him (swt) does our salvation lie. The only 
way to pass this test, is by following this Message that He (swt) has sent to us. If we pass this 
test, then we know what is the great Mercy that will be conferred upon us. The Garden and the 
joys and delights therein and the Pleasure of Allah (swt). What could be better than that? So this 
Message is a Mercy for us in the Hereafter just as it is a Mercy for us in this world. 

Now Allah (swt) declares to all in this ayah that He (swt) specifically chooses whom to 
give this Mercy to. Allah (swt) will not give this Mercy to anyone, but rather He (swt) will only 
give it to those whom He (swt) is pleased with. So if these Jews are jealous that this Message 
has been sent to another nation than their own then they have to first ask themselves if Allah 
(swt) is pleased with them or not. They should look to their past and see if they have done the 
actions that are pleasing or displeasing to Allah (swt). 

Now these Jews believed that they were the chosen people of Allah (swt). So they 
always thought that they were the ones who were entitled to receive this Message of Mercy from 
Him (swt). That is why they had such opposition to the Message of the Prophet (saw). That is 
why they opposed it so vehemently. So is their thinking correct? Are they really the ones who are 
most entitled to receive this Mercy? If we were to look at their past we would see that they have 
done nothing but displease Allah (swt). They have done nothing but bring down the Wrath of 
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Allah (swt) upon themselves. There are many ways in which they have done this. First of all they 
gave up on the dawah. They as nation stopped carrying this Message to mankind as they were 
obligated to do. They preferred a life of chasing after the transient pleasures of this world to a 
life of dawah and jihad. Then they changed the Book of Allah (swt) with their own hands, and 
they made permissible what Allah (swt) had forbidden and they made as forbidden what Allah 
(swt) had made permissible. Then they neglected the actions that were pleasing to Allah (swt) 
and they committed the actions that were displeasing to Him (swt). They neglected making the 
Salah and giving the Zakat. The great sins like adultery and the taking of interest became 
commonplace and accepted in their society. Finally when Allah (swt) sent them so many prophets 
and messengers to remind them of their purpose and to tell them to return to Him (swt), they 
rejected these prophets and messengers, and they even killed some of them. So how then could 
they be a people whom Allah (swt) is pleased with? Flow could they be a people who are worthy 
of receiving this Message of Mercy from Allah (swt)? Why should they complain when Allah (swt) 
sends this Message to a nation other than their own? Why should they be jealous of the Muslims 
and hate this Ummah when it was their own evil and their own refusal to submit to Allah (swt) 
that deprived them of this privilege and this Mercy? May Allah (swt) make our Ummah realize 
that we today are in the situation that these Jews were once in! Today we are the ones who are 
responsible for carrying this Message to mankind. This responsibility that was once upon them is 
now upon us. May Allah (swt) save us from making the same mistakes that they made! May Allah 
(swt) give us the enabling grace to strive to always be worthy of His (swt)'s Mercy! 

In the second part of this ayah Allah (swt) says "and Allah is the Owner of Great 
Fad!'. This Message is a great Bounty and Grace from Allah (swt), and it is much more than our 
Ummah should ever deserve. Flere Allah (swt) emphasizes that Fie (swt) is the One Who gives 
more and more Bounty and Grace. Allah (swt) is the Owner of Bounty and Grace that is without 
measure or accounting, and Fie (swt) will grant this great and immeasurable Bounty and Grace to 
whomsoever Fie (swt) pleases. There is no limit to how much Allah (swt) can give. This is 
because Allah (swt) is the Owner of Great Fadl Flowever we must realize from this ayah that 


280 



Allah (swt) specifically chooses whom to give this Mercy and this Fad/to, and that He (swt) will 
only give it to those whom He (swt) pleased with. So we have to learn the lesson from what 
happened to the Jews, we have to always make sure that we are among those whom Allah (swt) 
is pleased with. We have to always strive to do the actions that Allah (swt) is pleased just as we 
must strive to stay away from the actions that He (swt) is displeased with. If only we can do 
that, if only we can do that, then we have opened for ourselves the doors of Mercy and Fad1 
from Allah (swt). Once you have tasted this Mercy and once you have experienced this Fad/, 
then you will realize that there is nothing else like it in this entire world. 
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76. And from the people of the Book is one whom, if you trust him with a treasure he 
would return it to you, and from them is he whom if you trust him with a dinar he 
would not return it to you except if you constantly keep standing over him. That is 
because they say "there is not upon us in the Omiyeen any path". And they say the lie 
against Allah while they know. 

So we have seen from the previous ayahs how many among the Jews were a people who 
hated this Message that has been sent to our Ummah. They are among those who will stop at 
nothing to see that this Message is destroyed and that this Ummah is broken up. We also saw 
that the reason for this hatred was a deep jealousy that they had in their hearts that this 
Message should descend to another nation than their own. They also had a fear that the 
recipients of this Message would argue against them in front of Allah (swt) on the Day of 
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Judgment. That is why they would stop at nothing to see that this Message is destroyed. In this 
ayah Allah (swt) describes for us the People of the Book whom these Jews are a part of. Allah 
(swt) shows us in this ayah how they are not all evil, how there are many from them who have 
good hearts and who are true to their word. However, Allah (swt) also shows us in this ayah the 
great evil that many of them are capable of. In all of our interactions and dealings with non- 
Muslims we must always pray to Allah (swt) to put us with the good-hearted people from among 
them and to protect us from the corrupt and evil people from among them. May Allah (swt) do 
that! May Allah (swt) guide all the good people from among them to the Light of this Message! 

Allah (swt) begins this ayah by saying "And from the people of the Book is one 
whom, if you trust him with a treasure he would return it to you". Here Allah (swt) tells 
us that there are non-Muslims who are trustworthy and who have good hearts. There are many 
people who are not Muslims but who are good people. Notice how Allah (swt) describes them by 
saying that they would even return a treasure to you if you trusted it with them. Even if you were 
to lend them a great amount of money, or something as valuable as a treasure, they would still 
return it to you. Even among the Muslim community today there are some Muslims who are not 
trustworthy like this. But Allah (swt) describes some non-Muslims here as being those who would 
even return a treasure if you entrusted them with it. These are a people who have never 
received the Message from Allah (swt) properly but still they have within them an honor and 
decency that makes them be true to all their trusts and promises, even if it means giving up 
much of the life of this world. This shows us that among the non-Muslims there are many good- 
hearted and trustworthy people. They always fulfill all of their promises and trusts. 

Now one question that may arise here is that if these are good-hearted people and they 
are so trustworthy, then why are they not Muslims? The only explanation for this is that they 
have not been presented with the Message of Islam correctly. This fact should hardly be 
surprising. We know of all the propaganda and the lies that the media spreads about this 
Message, and we know how lazy and inactive Muslims are in carrying dawah to the people. Is it 
then any surprise that most of the people see our community as a group of terrorists? Is it any 
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surprise that they view our entire community as one giant sleeper cell just waiting for the order 
to go and blow up a train? We need to change this false perception that the people have about 
our community and our Din. When the people are shown that this is a Din of peace, and they are 
shown that we only want what is best for mankind then Insha Allah they will be more receptive 
to this Message. So the only reason why the good-hearted and trustworthy people from among 
the non-Muslims have not accepted this Message from Allah (swt) is because they have not been 
presented with the Message correctly. Insha Allah we have to try our best to get this Message to 
them. Allah (swt) has guided us and now it our responsibility to guide the rest of mankind. Both 
their salvation in the Hereafter and our salvation in the Hereafter may lie in the efforts that we 
make. May Allah (swt) guide us and help us! 

So these are good people who are simply ignorant of this Message, that is why we have 
to double our efforts to carry this Message to them. Insha Allah we will also find that the 
trustworthy and good-hearted people are those who are the most receptive to this Message. This 
is because they are already sincere and good people. Their problem is that they simply do not 
know of this Message that Allah (swt) has sent them. They are too busy in their busy lives to look 
into this Message and we are too lazy in carrying it to them. Once they are made aware of this 
Message, once they see it's proofs and evidences, once they can be convinced that it could only 
be from Allah (swt), Insha Allah we will find that they will readily accept this Message. This is 
because they are good and honest people, they have pure hearts which for the most part are 
free from diseases like arrogance, selfishness and jealousy. Thus Allah (swt) made their hearts 
among the most receptive to this Message. 

Notice also the fairness of the Quran in this ayah. Allah (swt) did not need to mention 
this fact that there are good and honest people among the non-Muslims. Those who claim that 
the purpose of the Quran is only to preach hate and violence will be shocked to find an ayah like 
this in the Quran. Such people think that all that the Quran says about non-Muslims is that they 
are evil disbelievers. Those who will burn in the Fire and who should be killed wherever they are 
found. Such ignorant people are not aware of ayahs such as this. 
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But what we see from this ayah is that Allah (swt) is fair and just to all people. Even for 
the people who are not His (swt)'s devoted servants like the true Muslims are. Allah (swt) still 
makes mention of them in His (swt)'s Book. Even though there are those among the non-Muslims 
who are working night and day to destroy this Message that Allah (swt) has sent, Allah (swt) still 
does not fail to mention those among them who are honest and fair people. See then the justice 
and fairness of this Book, could it be from any but the Creator? 

We can also note from this ayah that by mentioning such people, Allah (swt) is telling the 
Muslims who read the Quran that they themselves should be fair and just to these non-Muslims 
as well. We also should be among those whom if we are entrusted with a treasure, we would 
give it back. Allah (swt) is praising these non-Muslims for having this quality. This shows us that 
He (swt) would like us to have this quality as well. We should not cheat them and deprive them 
and we should honor our trusts and obligations to them. We are not good with them for their 
sake but we are good with them for Allah (swt). 

In the next part of the ayah Allah (swt) says "and from them is he whom if you trust 
him with a dinar he would not return it to you except if you constantly keep standing 
over him". So here we see the other kind of people who are to be found among the non- 
Muslims. These kind of people are the opposite of the kind of people whom we learned about in 
the previous part of the ayah. These are the people who will not even return a dinar or a quarter 
if we lend it to them. So much is their greed for the life of this world, and so untrustworthy and 
dishonest are their hearts. Notice how beautifully Allah (swt) describes such people. Allah (swt) 
says that these people will not return even the small amount of money that they took from you 
unless you keep standing over them. This means that they will not return your money unless you 
keep asking them for it, and you keep bothering them for it. Any good-hearted person knows 
that he has to return something that he took from others. He should know that whatever he has 
taken from others is a trust and a responsibly that he has to fulfill. He should know that stealing 
is wrong. So he should not even have to be asked. But these people are not like that. They have 
such a desire for the life of this world, and they are so arrogant in that they see themselves to be 
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better than others. They think that they are better than others so they do not see any duty upon 
them to return the money that they took. So much have they become heedless of Allah (swt). So 
much have their hearts become numb to all that is good and fair. They only see this world and 
they only live for themselves. May Allah (swt) save us from ever becoming like them and from 
ever encountering them! May He (swt) keep our hearts for Him (swt) instead of this world! 

Then Allah (swt) says "That is because they say "there is not upon us in the 
Omiyeen any path"". Here Allah (swt) brings our attention to an example of this latter group of 
people from among the non-Muslims. These kind of people are especially known to exist among 
the Jews. Now we are not saying that all of the Jews are like this, there are many good and 
honest people among the Jews as well. However in this ayah Allah (swt) brings our attention to 
those among them who are not honest and He (swt) tells us why they behave in this way. The 
reason that they are like this is because of what Allah (swt) describes them as saying in this 
ayah. The literal meaning of what they are saying is that there is no path or way that is upon 
them in regards to the Omiyeen. The real meaning of this phrase is that they have no obligation 
or duty to be honest towards the Omiyeen. So these Jews are saying that they have no 
obligation to be honest and fair with the Omiyeen. The word "Omiyeen!' literally means the 
unlettered people or the people who cannot read or write. But they use it to refer to all those 
who are not Jewish. This is how they referred to all those who were not from their nation. They 
always believed themselves to be the people of scripture and they thought of others as people 
with no knowledge whatsoever. That is why they say that they do not have any obligation to be 
honest in their dealings with the non-Jews. This is why they cheat non-Jews and this is why they 
do not return the trusts that have been given to them by non-Jews. 

Then Allah (swt) says "And they say the lie against Allah while they know". Not 
only do these Jews say that they do not have any obligation to be honest and fair with non-Jews, 
but they even say that it was Allah (swt) Who told them to behave in such a way. They say that 
it was Allah (swt) Who told them to exploit and cheat all of the people who are not Jews. In his 
tafsir of this ayah Mawdudi quotes for us clear verses of their Talmud as well as statements of 
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their respected Rabbis which clearly say that they can cheat and exploit the non-Jews all that 
they want. They believe that they will never be questioned by Allah (swt) about this injustice that 
they have done to the people. Once again look at the evil of such people. Their evil is on levels 
upon levels. First they are a selfish and arrogant people who only look out for themselves and do 
not care for the rest of mankind. They see themselves to be better than the rest of mankind. 

Then they cheat and exploit all those who are non-Jews. Then they justify for themselves this evil 
by saying that the reason why they do it is because these people are not Jewish. Then they 
ignore all of the commands that Allah (swt) has given them to be fair and just with all people. 
Then they turn away from the duty for which they were created and that is to worship and serve 
Allah (swt) and to call others to the worship and servitude of Allah (swt). Then on top of that and 
worst of all is that they attribute all of this evil to Allah (swt), and say that it was Fie (swt) Who 
told them to do it. Can you even begin to realize the evil of these people? 

This attitude that these Jews have is not restricted to loans and business transactions. 
Many of them even believe that they can hurt and kill non-Jews without ever being questioned by 
Allah (swt) for it. They believe that non-Jews are just animals in human form, and so they are 
free to do with them whatever they please. Not only do they believe in such a way but they also 
say that it was Allah (swt) Who told them that this was so. They say that it was Allah (swt) Who 
told them that non-Jews were only animals! They make up this falsehood in their minds to serve 
their own selfish interests and then they attribute it to Allah (swt). They say that it was the Most 
Merciful and the Most Just Who told them to cheat and be unjust with other people. They say 
that it was the Most Kind and Most Loving Who told them that they can slaughter other human 
beings for no reason and never be questioned for it. How foolish are such a people? How evil are 
such a people? May Allah (swt) save us from them! 

Now compare this corrupt belief of these Jews to what Allah (swt) has taught us in the 
Quran and in the Sunnah of the Prophet (saw). Allah (swt) has clearly told us that we must 
always be fair and just with all of the people. If we were to cheat anyone, if we were to be 
unjust to anyone, in any way whatsoever, even if that person was not a Muslim, then that would 
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be a sin on our part and we will be questioned by Allah (swt) about it on the Day of Judgment. 
We are also taught that all human beings are brothers and that human life is sacred. We are not 
allowed to kill or hurt anyone unless there is a just cause identified in the Law of Allah (swt). See 
then how different our belief is when compared to the beliefs of the Jews. Which of these beliefs 
then do you think came from Allah (swt)? May Allah (swt) guide all of mankind to realize that this 
Message is from Him (swt)! May Allah (swt) guide us all to that which He (swt) is pleased with! 
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77. No! But whoever fulfills his promise, and has Taqwa, then surely Allah loves those 
who have Taqwa. 

In the previous ayah Allah (swt) told us how there were two kinds of people among the 
non-Muslims. There were the sincere and good-hearted people who always keep their trusts and 
honor their obligations. These are people who would even return a treasure if you entrusted 
them with it. But then on the other hand there are also people from among them who would not 
even return a penny that they borrowed from you. Allah (swt) also told us of many of the Jews 
who were from this latter group. The reason they acted in this way is because they thought that 
they were better than the rest of mankind. They thought that they did not have any obligations 
to be fair and just with the rest of mankind. They thought that they were better than others. 
They even claimed that it was Allah (swt) Who told them so. In this ayah Allah (swt) responds to 
this corrupt attitude of theirs. 

Allah (swt) says "No! But whoever fulfills his promise, and has Taqwa, then 
surely Allah loves those who have Taqwa". First notice how Allah (swt) strongly says "NO!". 
This single yet powerful word is to completely reject the attitude and thinking of these Jews. 

They were thinking that they were better than everyone else. They were thinking that they were 
the best nation in the world. They were thinking that they can cheat, exploit and do all kinds of 
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injustice to everyone else. They were thinking that they will never be questioned by Allah (swt) 
for all of this injustice that they have done. They had even deceived themselves into thinking that 
Allah (swt) is pleased with them when they behave in such a way. Here Allah (swt) completely 
rejects such thinking and such an attitude by saying "NO!". With this single word Allah (swt) lets 
them know that He (swt) Knows all of the evil that they say and He (swt) is certainly not pleased 
with what they say. 

Then Allah (swt) tells us that He (swt) loves those who have Taqwa and those who fulfill 
their promises. Notice how Allah (swt) links His (swt)'s Love to the fulfillment of promises and 
how He (swt) links the fulfillment of promises to Taqwa of Him (swt). Allah (swt) is saying that in 
order for Him (swt) to love us we have to fulfill our promises because of our Taqwa of Him (swt). 
So when you fulfill all of your promises because of your fear and consciousness of Allah (swt), 
then He (swt) will love you. He (swt) loves those who have Taqwa and those who fulfill their 
trusts and keep their promises because of their Taqwa of Him (swt). 

Now what is the promise and the trust that Allah (swt) loves for us to keep? It is actually 
all of the promises and the trusts that we have ever made. First and foremost it is our promise to 
Allah (swt). When Allah (swt) created us, we promised Him (swt) that we would live our lives in 
worship and servitude to Him (swt). This is the first, and most important of promises that we 
must keep. In fact all of the other promises and trusts that we keep is part of this promise to 
Allah (swt). The way that we keep this promise to Allah (swt) is that we live our lives according 
to His (swt)'s Law. Before we take any action, we first check to make sure that action is allowed 
in the Law of Allah (swt). We also look for the actions that the Law of Allah (swt) has obligated 
us to perform and we strive to do those deeds. After we have kept our promise and our trust to 
Allah (swt), we then also keep our promise and our trust to the rest of mankind. Whenever we 
give anyone any kind of promise or we take from them any kind of trust, then we must always 
strive to fulfill that promise and to keep that trust. We always strive to be sincere and true in 
everything that we do. But we do not behave in this way for the sake of the people, rather we do 
it only for our Lord. 
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So the key here is that we do not keep these promises and these trusts for the sake of 
the people but we keep them for Allah (swt). We have this fear of Allah (swt), this Taqwa of 
Allah (swt), and that is what motivates us to keep all of our promises. We do not care about the 
people, even if they are kind to us or if they are cruel to us, we still keep our trusts with them for 
Allah (swt). We are in this world only to worship and serve Allah (swt), so everything that we do 
must be to accomplish this worship and servitude. Even our relationships and our dealings with 
other human beings is part of our worship and servitude to Allah (swt). Even our keeping of 
promises is part of our worship of Allah (swt). 

When we do this, when we strive to fulfill all of our trusts and promises for the sake of 
Allah (swt), then we gain the Love of Allah (swt). How beautiful and how wonderful is it to gain 
the Love of Allah (swt)? What does it mean for you when Allah (swt) Loves you? Think about 
Allah (swt). Think about all that He (swt) can do for you. Then you will realize how wonderful it is 
to have the Love of Allah (swt). But remind yourself once again that Allah (swt) clearly tells you 
in this ayah that His (swt)'s Love is not simply for the believers or for the Muslims. But rather His 
(swt)'s love is for the Muttaqoon. These are the ones who have Taqwa. These are those who are 
always conscious of Allah (swt) in every moment of their lives. They are always conscious of the 
fact that Allah (swt) is Seeing them and that He (swt) Knows all that they do. So they strive to do 
all that He (swt) is pleased with and they strive to stay away from all that He (swt) is displeased 
with. It is for these that the Love of Allah (swt) is reserved. 

Notice here once again the stark difference between what our Din teaches and their 
corrupted religion teaches. Allah (swt) teaches us here to be just and fair with all mankind and 
He (swt) links that justice and fairness to fear of Him (swt). In other words it is as if He (swt) is 
saying that if we are not fair with the people then we need to fear Him (swt). If we are not fair 
with the people then it is He (swt) Who will take us to task on their account. This includes both 
Muslims and non-Muslims. How different is this from a religion that teaches that all of mankind 
are animals who can be killed and exploited at will? Which one of these then is the Truth? 
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78. Surely the ones who purchase with the Promise of Allah and their Iman a small 
price, these have no portion in the Hereafter, and Allah will not speak to them and He 
will not look towards them on the Day of Standing and He will not purify them and for 
them is a painful punishment. 

So we saw in the previous ayah how Allah (swt) loves those who fulfill their promises and 
keep their trusts because of their Taqwa of Him (swt). But what is the fate of those who do not 
do this? What is the fate of those who are heedless of Allah (swt)? The ones who chase after the 
life of this world. The ones who break their promises and who do not keep their trusts. What will 
happen to them? Allah (swt) tells us about such people in this ayah. 

Allah (swt) says "Surely the ones who purchase with the Promise of Allah and 
their Iman a small price, these have no portion in the Hereafter". Here Allah (swt) 
describes a people who have made a purchase. They have sold the Promise of Allah (swt) and 
their own Iman and they have gotten for it a small price. What is this small price? It is the life of 
this world. This is what these people have gotten in exchange for giving up the Promise of Allah 
(swt) and their own Iman. This temporary and fleeting world, this fleeting world that is doomed 
to destruction. This world filled with pain, illness and misery. This world of injustice and cruelty. 
This world where every single pleasure is transient and fleeting. This is all that they have gotten 
for giving away their Iman and for giving away their Promise with Allah (swt). They made a 
promise to Allah (swt) that they would live their lives on this earth in servitude to Him (swt), and 
they have just given up that promise in order to chase after the pleasures of this world. Their 
preference of this world over the worship and servitude of Allah (swt) has also cost them their 
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Iman. When you do not think about Allah (swt), when you do not think about how you are only 


here to worship and serve Him (swt), when you only think about the life of this world and getting 
and more and more of it, then is it any surprise that your Iman will leave you? May Allah (swt) 
save us from ever becoming like such people! May Allah (swt) safeguard our faith as He (swt) 
protects us and our families! 

What then is the result of these people losing their Iman and breaking their promise with 
Allah (swt)? The result is that they have no share in the Hereafter whatsoever. It means they 
have no good for themselves in the Hereafter. We know that in the Hereafter there is only great 
pleasure and great pain. If you are not among those who have great pleasure, then what else is 
left for you after that? May Allah (swt) save us! 

In the next part of the ayah Allah (swt) describes for us how it is that these people will 
have no share in the Hereafter. First Allah (swt) tells us that He (swt) will not talk to them at all. 
They want to talk with Allah (swt) on that Day. They want to explain themselves to Allah (swt) 
on that Day. They want to bring their excuses to Allah (swt) on that Day. But Allah (swt) will not 
hear anything of what they have to say. Allah (swt) will not speak to them at all on that Day. 

This is because they chose to ignore the call of the dawah carriers and the call of the Quran. Now 
on that Day all of their calls and cries will be ignored. May Allah (swt) save us from their fate! 

May we be among those whom Allah (swt) will speak to on that Day and may He (swt) tell us 
that He (swt) is pleased with us! 

Then Allah (swt) says "and He will not look towards them on the Day of 
Standing". Not only will Allah (swt) not speak to these people on that Day, but He (swt) will not 
even look at them. How much of a shame must this be for these people? Allah (swt), their 
Creator and their Sustainer, their Lord and their Master, will not even look towards to them on 
that Day. This shows us the extent of the evil that they have done. This shows us how much they 
have failed in their mission on this world to worship and serve Allah (swt). This shows how 
distant they have become from the Divine. Can you just imagine how displeased Allah (swt) must 
be with them that He (swt) will not even look at them? 


291 



Then Allah (swt) tells us that "He will not purify them". We all need purification from 


Allah (swt). We have all committed so many sins, and we have all done so many wrongs. 

Despite our best efforts, our hearts are still haunted with feelings of jealousy, miserliness, lusts 
and other dark thoughts. Despite our best efforts our limbs still indulge in what our Lord is 
displeased with and they neglect what He (swt) has commanded us to do. Only He (swt) can 
completely cleanse us of all of this evil. We all hope that He (swt) will purify us of all of this evil 
on the Day of Judgment. Because we know that no one can enter the Garden except the pure. 
But for these people who have sold their Iman and their promise with Allah (swt) for the small 
price of this world, they will not be purified on that Day. Their sins and the diseases in their 
hearts will stick to them like the plague. This then will only add to their punishment on that Day. 

Sayyid Qutb tells us that the image that Allah (swt) is portraying for us in this ayah is an 
image of neglect. Allah (swt) is depicting for us an image of how these people will be neglected 
on that Day. Because they neglected their promise to Allah (swt) in the life of this world, because 
they neglected all of the promises and the trusts that they had made. Allah (swt) will then 
neglect them on that Day. Allah (swt) will neglect them by not speaking to them, by not purifying 
them and by not even looking at them. When Allah (swt) has neglected them on that Day, then 
who else do they have? If you do not have the Pleasure of the Master of the Day of Judgment on 
that Day, then what do you have? 

Finally Allah (swt) ends this ayah by saying "and for them is a painful punishment". 
This is the final result of their breaking their promise to Allah (swt), and of their losing their 
Iman. If Allah (swt) would have spoken them, if Allah (swt) would have even looked at them, 
then there could have been a chance that He (swt) could have purified them of their sins and 
allowed them to enter the Garden. But because they completely neglected Allah (swt) in the life 
of this world, He (swt) will completely neglect them on that Day. Then there will be nothing to 
save them from the painful punishment. Only with the Love and Mercy of Allah (swt) can any of 
us escape this punishment. But these people have traded away the Love and Mercy of Allah (swt) 
for the life of this world. Now all that there would be left for them for all eternity would be a 
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painful punishment. How painful must this punishment be for Allah (swt) Himself to describe it as 
a painful punishment? This is what these people got for themselves because of the terrible choice 
that they made. This is what they got for themselves because they chose themselves over their 
Creator and Sustainer. They chose to serve their desires rather than serving Allah (swt) and His 
Din. They made the choice on today but they will be made to taste its consequences on that Day. 
From that moment on they will know nothing but pain for all eternity. 

This punishment is painful on several levels. First there is the pain from the Fire, and we 
all know there is no pain like the pain of burning. Have you ever been burned? Do you know how 
severe a pain that is? It is a pain that is far greater than any other. But it is still nothing when 
compared to what awaits these people in the Hereafter. As we know from the authentic hadith, 
the heat and intensity of the Fire in the Hereafter is seventy times greater than the heat and 
intensity of the fire in this world. We seek refuge in Allah (swt) from the Fire! Then in addition to 
the Fire there is the pain of everything else that can cause pain. So there will be the biting of 
animals, the pricking of blades, the pain of diseases. Everything that could possibly cause pain in 
the life of this world, will cause them pain in the Hereafter. The only difference is that the pain in 
the Hereafter will be much greater than the pain in this world. May Allah (swt) save us from this 
pain! Then they will feel the emotional pain of knowing that they have disappointed Allah (swt), 
and this will be the worst of all pain. Just think about it. Allah (swt) created you, He (swt) kept 
you alive for every second of your life, He (swt) provided for you everything that you have, and 
then you did not live your life in worship and servitude to Him (swt) like He (swt) told you to do. 
Allah (swt), the Perfect One, the Majestic One. You allowed moments in your life to pass you by 
without worshipping Him (swt). Just think then how Allah (swt) will look upon you when you 
return to Him (swt) on that Day. How displeased will He (swt) be with you on that Day? May 
Allah (swt) save us from this pain on that Day! May Allah (swt) allow us to spend every moment 
of our lives trying to please Him (swt)! 
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79. And surely a group from among them distorts their tongues with the Book, you 
think it to be from the Book but it is not from the Book, and they say that it is from 
Allah but it is not from Allah, And they say the lie against Allah while they know. 

In the previous ayah Allah (swt) told us about those who have made the worst of all 
trades. They are the ones who had given up their Iman and their promise with Allah (swt) only to 
have some material pleasures from the life this world. Allah (swt) told us about the terrible fate 
that they will have to face in the Hereafter as a consequence of this trade that they have made. 
Now in this ayah Allah (swt) continues to describe those who have turned away from Him (swt). 
As you read these ayahs it is very important that you do not praise yourself and pat yourself on 
the back and tell yourself how good you are because you are not like these people. Rather you 
should look to your own self to see if there is anything of them in you and you should strive to 
rid that behavior or that attitude from yourself. Always remember that the Quran is a Book of 
guidance. In it, Allah (swt) has given the role models whom we should strive to be like and the 
role models whom we should strive to not be like. In this ayah Allah (swt) tells us about this 
latter group of people. 

Allah (swt) begins this ayah by saying "And surely a group from among them 
distorts their tongues with the Book". This is referring to the rabbis, and the scholars, and 
the priests from among the People of the Book. When many of them would read the Book of 
Allah (swt) onto their people they would twist their tongues so as to distort the meaning that is in 
the Book of Allah (swt). Now what Allah (swt) means here by distorting their tongues is that they 
change the meanings that are in their Books when they recite them. For example there are 
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verses in the Tawrah that clearly state that adultery is forbidden and that the adulterer must be 
stoned. Now since many of the rabbis were themselves known for committing adultery, they 
would not read these verses to their people clearly. Rather when they read these verses they 
twist their tongues so that they give a different meaning other than what Allah (swt) intended in 
the text. The people would then think that adultery is not so bad and they would do it 
themselves. These rabbis and priests would also do this same act of twisting their tongues when 
they read the verses in their Book that declare the coming of the Final Messenger and the verses 
that describe him. They do not want their people to follow the Prophet (saw) so they would not 
read these verses clearly to their people. They would read these verses in a different way so that 
the descriptions do not fit the Prophet (saw). Now most of their people were illiterate, so they 
would never know if what these rabbis and scholars were reading onto them was correct or not. 
These evil men were thus able to deceive the people and misguide them away from Allah (swt)! 
May Allah (swt) save us from becoming like them! May Allah (swt) save us from being mislead by 
them! May Allah (swt) save us from blindly following our scholars! 

Then Allah (swt) says "you think it to be from the Book but it is not from the 
Book". This shows us that they did a very good job of distorting the meaning of the Book of 
Allah (swt). Because of the sweet and eloquent words that they spoke they were able to fool 
most of the people. Most of the people thought that what they were saying really was in the 
Book of Allah (swt). These rabbis, scholars, and priests were very learned and very intelligent 
men. So they were able to speak sweet words and make their words sound just like the words in 
their Books, and therewith they were able to fool the vast majority of their people. In addition to 
showing how intelligent and knowledgeable these evil men were, this part of the ayah also shows 
how ignorant the masses were. Not only were they not able to read and write, but they were also 
not able to recognize what was truly from the Book of Allah (swt) and what was not. Because of 
their ignorance they allowed themselves to be deceived and manipulated by their scholars. They 
allowed themselves to be deceived in regards to their relationship with Allah (swt). What could 
be a greater loss than this? 
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Then Allah (swt) says "and they say that it is from Allah but it is not from Allah". 

Look here at the evil that these men are doing. They are the scholars and the priests of their 
community. They are the ones whom Allah (swt) blessed with knowledge and to whom He (swt) 
gave the responsibility of guiding the community and bringing them closer to Him (swt). They are 
the ones whom the people listen to and trust. Now these evil men, instead of doing the job that 
Allah (swt) charged them with, they actually misguided the people away from Allah (swt). When 
they speak these lies and distort the meaning in the Book of Allah (swt) they are in reality taking 
the people away from Allah (swt). When the people do not hear the verses where Allah (swt) 
condemns adultery, the people themselves start to think that adultery is acceptable. Soon this 
abhorrent sin becomes prevalent throughout the society. It becomes acceptable and 
commonplace. Similarly when the people do not hear the descriptions of the Prophet (saw) that 
are in their own Books, many of them never follow the Prophet (saw) and so they and all of their 
children are denied the Mercy of this final Message that Allah (swt) has sent. Thus all of them 
might face destruction in the life of this world and in the Hereafter. All of this is because these 
evil men made up some words in their own minds and said that it was from Allah (swt) when in 
reality it was not. Can you then even begin to comprehend the evil that they have done? 

In the final part of the ayah Allah (swt) says "And they say the lie against Allah 
while they know". They did all of this evil intentionally and with the full knowledge that what 
they were doing was wrong. They knew that what they were doing was displeasing to Allah (swt) 
but they did it anyway. They knew that they were cheating the servants of Allah (swt) in regards 
to their Lord and Master but they did it anyway. They knew that they were not only taking 
themselves to the Fire but others as well, but they did what they did anyway. They cared more 
about their own selves than they did about their Creator and their Sustainer. They turned away 
from the absolute Majesty and Glory of Allah (swt). How evil then are such a people? How evil 
are a people who would knowingly make up a lie against Allah (swt)? How evil are a people who 
would say that something is from Allah (swt) when they know that it is not? May Allah (swt) save 
us and save our community from ever becoming like them! 
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Unfortunately today we see this same occurrence in the Muslim community. There are 
so-called "scholars" who would go in front of the Muslims and speak very eloquently. They would 
say that this is from the Book of Allah (swt) and they would say that that is from the Book of 
Allah (swt), and through these eloquent words they would be able to fool many of the Muslims. 
They would say that there is no such thing as the Islamic State and they would say that we can 
rule by kufr. They would say that democracy and capitalism are compatible with Islam. They 
would say that women do not need to cover themselves and that it is permissible to take interest. 
They would say that it is permissible to allow kufr soldiers to come into the sacred lands of Islam. 
They would speak these lies only to serve their interests and only to obey their puppet masters. 
However because of the eloquence of their words and because of the ignorance of the Muslims, 
they would be able to fool many of our brothers and sisters. They would change the Din of Allah 
(swt) in the minds of Muslims, and very few people would ever know the evil that they did. Can 
you look at the evil that these people have done and then they call themselves "scholars"? They 
are nothing but the minions of Shaitan. 

There is only one way in which we can save ourselves from these evil men who seek to 
destroy our Din. We must always ask them for the evidence from the Quran and Sunnah for 
everything that they say, and we must verify whatever they say with the Quran and Sunnah. So 
if one of these so called "scholars" goes in front of the Muslims and says that there is no such 
thing as the Islamic State, we then have to ask him what he says about the hundreds of ayahs in 
the Quran where Allah (swt) says that kingdom belongs only to Him (swt) and that only He (swt) 
can legislate the laws for the people and where He (swt) curses the people who rule by other 
than what He (swt) revealed. We have to ask him as to what form of government he thinks that 
the Prophet (saw) implemented in Madinah and what form of government the righteous Khulafah 
implemented after him (saw). We have to ask him how the rulings in the Quran and Sunnah 
related to Zakat and the Economic System, the rulings related to the Social system, the rulings 
related to jihad and the rulings related to the punishments can be properly implemented without 
the State. We have to ask these so called "scholars" these questions when they come in front of 
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the Muslims and tell us that there is no such thing as the Islamic State. However in order for us 
to do this, we ourselves must be well learned in the Din. We must speak Arabic well, our 
pronunciation and recitation of Quran must be excellent, and we must be familiar with all of the 
text in the Quran and Sunnah where Allah (swt) has clearly said that only He (swt) is the 
Sovereign. Then we ourselves can show the people that only the Islamic State is the acceptable 
form of government for Allah (swt). We ourselves have to build our knowledge and be well 
versed in the Din. It is the only way in which we can save ourselves from these devils who are 
trying to destroy our Din. Allah (swt) Knows that they have done their homework, and they know 
better Arabic and more about the Din than you and I. So we have to wake up and remember our 
duty before Allah (swt).! May Allah (swt) give us the enabling grace to be from the His (swt)'s 
soldiers who will defend His (swt)'s Din and the Ummah of the His (swt)'s beloved (saw)! 
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80. It is not for any man to whom Allah has given the Book, and the Judgment, and 
the Prophethood, to then say to the people "Serve me from below Allah", but (he 
would have said) "Be Rabbaniyun because of your teaching the Book and because of 
your studying (it)". 

In the previous ayah Allah (swt) told us about those who twist their tongues when they 
read the Book of Allah (swt) so that they distort the meaning therein. They fool the people by 
giving a meaning in the Book of Allah (swt) that was not originally there. They then tell all of the 
people that what they say is from Allah (swt) when they know for a fact that it is not. Thus they 
deliberately speak the lie against Allah (swt) knowingly. Now among the lies that many of them 
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spoke is that they said that it was their own prophets and messengers who said that others could 
be worshipped and served instead of Allah (swt). These evil men said that it was the very 
prophets and messengers of Allah (swt) who said that others could be worshipped and served 
instead of Him (swt). This was their claim. This was their excuse for worshipping other gods 
besides Allah (swt) and for their legislating instead of Allah (swt). Not only are they lying but 
simply look at the audacity of their lies. They are saying that the prophets and messengers, the 
righteous men whom Allah (swt) sent to guide mankind to Him (swt), told them to serve and 
worship others besides Him (swt). There were people who actually claimed this! In this ayah 
Allah (swt) responds to these outrageous statements of theirs. 

Allah (swt) says, "It is not for any man to whom Allah has given the Book, and 
the Judgment, and the Prophethood, to then say to the people "Serve me from below 
Allah"". Allah (swt) begins this ayah by telling us who the prophets and messengers were. If 
you want to make these outrageous claims about the prophets and messengers of Allah (swt), 
you first have to know who they are. They were the ones to whom Allah (swt) gave the Book, 
the Judgment and the Prophethood. The Book here refers to the scripture that serves as the 
foundation of the Din. All of the basic principles and core values are established in the Book. The 
Judgment is the Law of Allah (swt) with which to rule the people. Every action that the slave of 
Allah (swt) can possibly take is addressed in the Judgment. The Prophethood is the office of 
authority given by Allah (swt) to those men whom He (swt) chooses to be His (swt)'s prophets 
and messengers. It includes the miracles that Allah (swt) bestows upon them to establish for the 
people that they have indeed been sent by Him (swt). It also includes the protection from sin 
that Allah (swt) grants to all of them. This is who the prophets and messengers were. 

Now are you saying that these men would then tell the people to worship another god 
besides Allah (swt)? Are you saying that these men would then tell the people to obey another 
sovereign besides Allah (swt)? It does not become of such men to say such things. They would 
never speak words like this. They would never even think thoughts like this. They dedicated 
every single moment of their life to Allah (swt). For them to even imagine worshipping another 


299 



besides He (swt) or living under the Law of another besides He (swt) is inconceivable for them. 
They realized the Majesty and Glory of Allah (swt). His Purity and absolute Perfection. The one 
Truth that was ingrained in the hearts of these men was that Allah (swt) is the One Who 
deserves all of the worship and all of the servitude. So never ever would these men ever call for 
anyone or anything to be worshipped and served besides Him (swt). Not even their own selves. 
Even though they could have gotten power in the land and become lords over men, these 
prophets and messengers would never call for that. They truly knew Allah (swt). 

In the second part of the ayah Allah (swt) says "but (he would have said) 

"Be Rabbaniyun because of your teaching the Book and because of your studying 
(it)"". Any prophet or messenger whom Allah (swt) would have sent would never have told the 
people to worship or serve him instead of Allah (swt), rather he would have told the people to be 
the Rabbaniyun. The Rabbaniyun are the sincere and devoted servants of Allah (swt). These 
are the ones who have dedicated themselves to serving and worshipping Allah (swt). They are 
scholars who strive to learn the Din. But not only do they learn the Din, they also teach others 
the knowledge that they learn and they themselves live by what they learn. Notice the 
connection that Allah (swt) makes here between they being His (swt)'s sincere and devoted 
servants and their teaching the Book to others and studying it themselves. If you are among 
those who study the Book of Allah (swt), and if you are among those who teach it to others, then 
you must be the most sincere and most devoted of His servants This must be the result of your 
learning the Book and teaching it to others. This is what Allah (swt) commands His (swt)'s 
prophets and messengers to tell the people to do. To be among the Rabbaniyun. To be among 
those who study the Book of Allah (swt), who teach it to others, and who live by it in every 
moment of their lives. 

This is what all of the prophets and messengers commanded their people to do. This is 
especially true for our Prophet (saw). How many are the ahadith where the Prophet (saw) 
emphatically encouraged us to seek knowledge of the Din and to learn the Quran? There are 
hundreds of narrations from the Prophet (saw) where he (saw) has strongly encouraged us to go 


300 



out and seek knowledge of this Din. But all of these ahadith do not simply tell us to seek 
knowledge for the sake of gaining knowledge but rather they tell us to seek knowledge so that 
we can come closer to Allah (swt) through that knowledge. The purpose of our seeking 
knowledge is to help us to improve in our worship and servitude to Allah (swt). If the knowledge 
that we gain does not serve that purpose, then we do not need that knowledge. In addition we 
should also carry the knowledge that we have to others so that they can become closer to Allah 
(swt) as well. This way you will not only bring yourself closer to Allah (swt) with this knowledge 
but you will bring others towards Him (swt) as well. What could be better for you than calling the 
people towards Allah (swt)? What could be a greater purpose for your life than this? But in order 
to do this, you yourself must be knowledgeable about Allah (swt). You can only bring the people 
close to Allah (swt) with the knowledge that you yourself have about Him (swt). Your relationship 
with Allah (swt) is based on the knowledge that you have about Him (swt). So the more that you 
improve in your knowledge of Allah (swt), Insha Allah the closer to Him (swt) you will become. 
The more knowledge that you gain about this Din, the more that you can call others to Him (swt) 
as well. Knowledge is what guides us to our Creator. Why do we see the vast majority of 
mankind today completely heedless of Allah (swt)? Why do they allow the moments of their lives 
to pass by without spending that moment in the worship and servitude of Allah (swt)? It is 
because they do not truly know Allah (swt), they have not fully recognized Him (swt). Only by 
knowledge can we come closer to Allah (swt). The people who have sold away their Iman and 
their Promise with Allah (swt) for the trifling price of this world say that the prophets and 
messengers told their people to worship and serve them instead of Allah (swt). Here Allah (swt) 
clearly tells us that His (swt)'s prophets and messengers would never say such. Rather they all 
told their people to be Rabbaniyun, those dedicated servants of Allah (swt) who spend their 
lives learning the Din, teaching it to others, and living by it. May Allah (swt) give us the enabling 
grace to be among the Rabbaniyun as well! Nothing else is of consequence in this life except 
learning this Din, carrying it to others, and living by it! 
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81. And he would not command you to take the angels or the prophets as lords (from 
below Allah), would he command you to do kufr when you are Muslims. 

In the previous ayah Allah (swt) told us how the evil ones from among the rabbis, 
priests, and scholars claimed that it was their own prophets and messengers who said that others 
could be worshipped and served besides Allah (swt). They claimed that it was their own prophets 
and messengers who had given them the permission to legislate laws for their people and to 
make permissible what Allah (swt) had forbidden and to make forbidden what He (swt) has made 
permissible. They claimed that their own prophets and messengers had given them this right. 
Allah (swt) responded to such a claim and said that a prophet or messenger would never tell the 
people to worship or serve anyone besides Him (swt). In this ayah He (swt) continues to stress 
this point that the prophets and the messengers never called for anyone except He (swt) to be 
served and worshipped. Whenever Allah (swt) repeats and emphasizes a point it is to show us 
how important that point is. All worship and obedience must be for Allah (swt) alone. 

Allah (swt) begins by saying "And he would not command you to take the angels 
or the prophets as lords (from below Allah)". Any prophet or messenger whom Allah (swt) 
sends would never tell the people to take anyone as lords from below Allah (swt). In fact the 
very essence of the message of every single prophet is that the One and True Lord is Allah (swt). 
So how then can they be calling their people to worship or serve other than He (swt)? Now if 
there is anyone who could be said to be deserving of being taken as a lord instead of Allah (swt), 
it would be the angels and the prophets. The angels who are creatures of light, the angels who 
never commit any sins, the angels who number in the billions upon billions. They never sleep, 
they never eat, and they never defecate. They never fail in the duties that they have been 
obligated to do. They are a mighty and powerful creation. For example Gibreel (as), it is said that 
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in his true form he (as) has hundreds of wings, and it is said that if he (as) only unfolds two of 
those many wings then those two wings alone would stretch from one horizon to another. This is 
how tremendous of a creation they are. So if any creation of Allah (swt) even comes close to 
being deserving of lordship it would have been the angels. But none of the prophets ever 
commanded their people to worship or serve the angels. Even the angels themselves are the 
humble and sincere servants of Allah (swt). Just like us they depend completely upon Allah (swt) 
for their existence. So they also do not really deserve any worship or obedience. They do not 
deserve to be taken as lords besides Allah (swt). So here Allah (swt) exposes the lies of those 
who worship the angels and those who claim that it was the prophets who told them to. 

Similarly none of the prophets or messengers ever told their people to worship them or 
to worship the other prophets instead of Allah (swt). They also did not tell their people to serve 
them or to serve the other prophets. Rather they told the people that the worship and the 
servitude was only for Allah (swt). Now if the prophets wanted they could have told the people to 
worship them instead of Allah (swt). Each of them was given great miracles that no other human 
being could perform, so they could have easily claimed that they were gods to be worshipped. If 
anything they could have claimed that they were absolute sovereigns who need to be obeyed 
besides Allah (swt). But they said nothing like this, rather they only said that they were the 
devoted slaves of Allah (swt). They were powerless and helpless before Allah (swt) just like every 
other human being is. How then can you worship, sanctify, and pray to that which you know to 
be a creation instead of the Creator? Especially when you know that he never called for it. 

In the second part of the ayah Allah (swt) asks us a question to make us think. He (swt) 
says "would he command you to do kufr when you are Muslims". These people were 
claiming that their own prophets and messengers told them to worship and serve others besides 
Allah (swt). In reality what they are saying is that their own prophets commanded them to do 
kufr. Their own prophets told them to hide the Truth that is apparent and that everyone knows, 
and their own prophets told them to cover all of the favors and blessings that Allah (swt) had 
bestowed upon them. Because this is what kufr is. Kufr is to deny the Truth when you know it 
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and it is to be ungrateful for all of the favors and bounties of Allah (swt). At that time before the 
world was corrupted by atheism and antagonism, every human knew that this world has a 
Creator. And every human knew that only this Creator deserved to be the Lord and Master. This 
was the Truth that everyone knew. Now would any prophet tell his people to cover this Truth? To 
do kufr to this Truth? Similarly all of the people knew of the favors and bounties that Allah (swt) 
had bestowed on them. Would any prophet tell his people to deny these bounties by serving or 
worshipping another besides Allah (swt)? Would any prophet command his people to do kufr to 
Allah (swt)? Would any man to whom Allah (swt) gives miracles and thus allows him to break the 
systems of the universe then tell his people to turn away from Allah (swt)? Would any prophet 
command his people to turn away from Allah (swt) when He (swt) is the reason why he exists 
and the reason why his entire universe exists? Not only that, but would any prophet command 
his people to kufr after they have become Muslims? After a people have already accepted the 
Message, and they have submitted themselves before Allah (swt) as they have been commanded 
to do, would any prophet then tell his people to do kufr after that? Simply look at the stupidity in 
the words of these people. Allah (swt) exposes for us the reality of such people in this ayah. 

They want to do kufr to Allah (swt) and deny all that He (swt) has done for them, and in order to 
justify this kufr for themselves they attribute it to their prophets, the righteous men who spend 
their lives in the servitude of Allah (swt). Because when you can lie to your people and tell them 
that the prophets failed in their worship and servitude of Allah (swt), then this allows you to fall 
short in your duties to Allah (swt) as well. May Allah (swt) save us from ever becoming like them! 
May Allah (swt) help us to remember that all of the prophets and messengers were the best of 
mankind because they were the best worshippers and servants of Allah (swt)! May Allah (swt) 
always remind us of whom His (swt)'s prophets and messengers were! The humble and sincere 
servants of Allah (swt) who dedicated their lives to Him (swt). The best of role models to follow 
in every aspect of our lives. 
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82. And when Allah took a covenant from the prophets "that you take all that We give 
you of the Book and Al-Hikmah, then there will come to you a messenger confirming 
what is with you, that to believe in him, and to help him". He said "Do you agree? Will 
you take up My burden of contract in this matter?". They said "We agree". He said 
"Then bear witness, and I am among you of those who bear witness". 

The great mufasir among the Sahabah including 'AM (ra) and Ibn 'Abbass (ra) said that 
this ayah was revealed about the Prophet (saw). This ayah shows the importance of the Prophet 
(saw) not just for our Ummah, but also for all of mankind. This ayah shows the importance of the 
Prophet (saw) for every singe person who has ever existed. We know from authentic narrations 
where Allah (swt) has told us that the Prophet (saw) is the leader of all mankind. This means 
that he (saw) is the leader to obey and the role model to look to up to for every single human 
being that has ever lived on this planet. How fortunate then are you to be among his (saw)'s 
Ummah or to be among those to whom he (saw) was sent to? In this ayah Allah (swt) shows us 
one of the ways in which the Prophet (saw) is the leader of mankind, and one of the ways in 
which he (saw) is the best of all creation. 

Allah (swt) begins this ayah by saying "And when Allah took a covenant from the 
prophets". Here Allah (swt) brings our attention to a covenant that He (swt) took with all of the 
prophets. Notice the significance of this part of the ayah alone, first Allah (swt) is taking this 
promise not from a few of the prophets, or from some of the prophets, but He (swt) is taking this 
promise from every single prophet that He (swt) has ever sent. Allah (swt) did not send any man 
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except that before He (swt) sent that man He (swt) took this promise from him. The word 
mithaqa that Allah (swt) uses here is not just any promise but it is the strongest and most 
binding of promises. It is the promise that absolutely and positively cannot be broken. Under no 
circumstance can anyone break this kind of promise. It is the strongest and most binding of 
covenants. On top of that this is not a promise that has been taken from some human, or some 
king, but rather this is a promise that has been taken by the Lord and Master of the universe. 

Can you then imagine the gravity and weight of this promise? This then is the promise that Allah 
(swt) took from all of the prophets and messengers? What then was this a promise to do? 

Allah (swt) says "that you take all that We give you of the Book and Al-Hikmah". 
This was the first part of the covenant that Allah (swt) took with all of the prophets and 
messengers. Since the prophet is the representative of Allah (swt) to the people as well as the 
representative of the people to Allah (swt), this covenant not only applied to the prophets but it 
also applied to all of the people to whom they were sent. So in essence this is a covenant that 
Allah (swt) is taking with all mankind. The first part of this promise is that the prophet and his 
people must agree to take all that Allah (swt) gives them of the Book and of Al-Hikmah. The 
Book is comparable here to the Quran and Al-Hikmah is comparable here to the Sunnah. All of 
the prophets and messengers whom Allah (swt) sent either came with these or they called the 
people to these. The Books that were given to the previous prophets are not similar to the Quran 
in that they are miracles, but they are similar in that they served as the foundation of the Din. 
The place of Al-Hikmah or the Sunnah of the prophets is to explain and expound on the 
foundations established in the Book. So the first part of the promise that Allah (swt) gave to the 
prophets and to their people is that they had to take all that He (swt) gave them of the Book and 
of Al-Hikmah. To take here means to listen and obey to all of the commandments in the Book 
and in Al-Hikmah. This part of the ayah is also an evidence that the Sunnah comes from Allah 
(swt). The people must take it with total obedience without hesitation or question. That should 
be our relationship as well with the Book of Allah (swt) and the Sunnah of the Prophet (saw). 
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In the next part of the ayah Allah (swt) says "then there will come to you a 
messenger confirming what is with you". Now Allah (swt) speaks to the prophets and 
messengers about what will happen in their future. Allah (swt) says to them that in their future, a 
messenger will come who will confirm all of what they had told their people. This of course refers 
to the Prophet (saw). The Message of the Prophet (saw) confirmed all of the previous messages 
that were sent prior to it. All of the previous messages called for the total submission, of both the 
individuals and the society, to Allah (swt) Alone and the Message of the Prophet (saw) confirmed 
these messages. Furthermore the Message of the Prophet (saw) also completes and fulfills all of 
the previous messages that were sent prior to it. So this was why Allah (swt) described the 
Prophet (saw) as "confirming what is with you". The Prophet (saw) confirms the Books that 
Allah (swt) has been given to all of the previous prophets and messengers. 

Then Allah (swt) says "that to believe in him, and to help him". This was the second 
part of the promise that Allah (swt) required all of the previous prophets as well as their nations 
to take. They had to swear to Allah (swt) that they would believe in the Prophet (saw), and that 
they would help him (saw) and support him (saw) to the best of their ability. Now of course if the 
prophet to whom this promise was taken and the nation that he was sent to never lived to see 
the Prophet (saw), then this promise then falls on their descendants. Whichever generation it is 
that lives to the time of the Prophet (saw), and they witness his (saw)'s coming, then that 
generation has a promise from Allah (swt) on their necks to believe in and support the Prophet 
(saw). They have to help the Prophet (saw) establish the Law of Allah (swt) in the land and to 
carry the Message of Allah (swt) to the world. Furthermore the promise is binding not only for 
the generation that lives during the period of the Prophet (saw), but also on all of the 
subsequent generations who come after them. So even today every single human being alive has 
a responsibility to believe in the Message that the Prophet (saw) was sent with, and they have a 
responsibility to establish this Message in the land and to carry it to others. Every human being 
who is alive today has a responsibility to help and support this dawah. This is how much of a 
great matter this dawah is. Why then are you neglecting it? 
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In the next part of the ayah Allah (swt) tells how "He said "Do you agree? Will you 
take up My burden of contract in this matter?"". Now Allah (swt) is asking the prophets 
and the people to whom the prophets were sent if they will take up this covenant. Allah (swt) has 
laid down the conditions of what they have to promise to do, now He (swt) asks them if they will 
take this promise. Notice how Allah (swt) asks them twice; this is to make them realize the 
seriousness of this contract that is before them. First Allah (swt) asks them if they agree, then He 
(swt) asks them if they will "take up My burden of contract in this matter". Notice how 
Allah (swt) refers to this promise as "My burden of contract". This is to show how this promise 
is from Allah (swt) and Allah (swt) Alone. This is a contract that you have from Allah (swt) and 
the burden of it is from Him (swt). If you fail to live up to this contract, then it is Allah (swt) 
Whom you have failed. 

What was the reply of all of the prophets and messengers when Allah (swt) asked them 
this question. "They said "We agree"". This was the response of all of the prophets and 
messengers, and in responding they were also responding for all of their peoples and all of their 
descendants and all of the descendants of their peoples. They all agreed to believe in the 
Prophet (saw) and to support him (saw) in his (saw)'s dawah, and they agreed to pass on this 
responsibility to all of their children. Where then are the believers in the Prophet (saw)'s Message 
today? Where then are his (saw)'s helpers? 

Finally Allah (swt) responds to their accepting of the terms of this contract by saying 
"Then bear witness, and I am among you of those who bear witness". They should all 
bear witness that they have accepted the terms of this covenant, and they should bear witness 
that they have this promise binding upon them. They have to bear witness that they are 
promising to believe in the Prophet (saw) and to help him (saw). Not only are they bearing 
witness to this fact, but Allah (swt) tells them in this ayah that He (swt) joins them in bearing 
witness. So just like the prophets and the people have borne witness, Allah (swt) has also borne 
witness alongside them. Now we all know that Allah (swt) is the Perfect Witness. He (swt) never 
forgets, and He (swt) always witnesses everything. So how then can anyone escape Allah (swt)'s 
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covenant after this? What excuse can any human being now give before Allah (swt) after this? 

Do you then realize how important this dawah is? It is actually the responsibility of every single 
man, woman and child on this planet. All of them have this promise on their necks from Allah 
(swt) to establish His (swt)'s Law in the land and to carry His (swt)'s Message to mankind. But on 
no one is this responsibility greater than on the Muslims. We have the Book of Allah (swt) with 
us. We have the Sunnah of the Final Messenger (saw) with us. We are aware of this 
responsibility. So why are you still sleeping? Why are you allowing the moments of your life to 
pass you by without working to establish the Law of Allah (swt) in the land? Why are you 
allowing the days to pass you by without working to take this Message to mankind? What excuse 
will you give before Allah (swt) when you meet Him (swt)? 
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83. But whosoever turns away after that, then these are the Fasiqoon. 

In the previous ayah Allah (swt) told us about the promise that He (swt) took with all of 
mankind. This was a promise to believe in the Final Messenger (saw) that Allah (swt) would send 
and to support him (saw) and help him (saw) in his (saw)'s dawah. All of the prophets and 
messengers agreed to this covenant, this means that all of the people to whom these prophets 
and messengers were sent agreed to this covenant as well. So in reality every single human 
being who was ever created has this responsibility to believe in as well as to help and support the 
Prophet (saw). This dawah to work to establish the Islamic State as well as to work to spread the 
Message of Allah (swt) to the people is a responsibility on every single human being on this 
planet. The Prophet (saw) is the Messenger of Allah (swt) to all mankind. Even the Prophet (saw) 
himself confirmed this reality when he (saw) said "I was a prophet when Adam was still 
suspended between body and soul". So this is the greatness of the Prophet (saw), he (saw) truly 
is the Messenger of Allah (swt). Allah (swt) calls him (saw) so in the Quran. When Allah (swt) 
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refers to the Prophet (saw) as His (swt)'s Messenger, this is to show the greatness of the Prophet 
(saw). Now all of mankind has a responsibility to believe in and support him (saw). What then 
will be the fate of those who turn away from this duty and this responsibility? 

Allah (swt) says "But whosoever turns away after that, then these are the 
Fasiqoori '. If anyone turns away from this promise that they have made to Allah (swt), if 
anyone walks away from this responsibility that they have taken, then they are truly among the 
Fasiqoon. Who are the FasiqoorP. They are the worst of criminals. To break a promise that one 
has made to Allah (swt) is the greatest of crimes that any human being can do. How then do you 
think that Allah (swt) will deal with such people when they return to Him (swt) on the Day of 
Judgment? What then will be the fate of a people whom Allah (swt) Himself refers to as 
criminals? They have committed the worst of crimes because they have broken their promise to 
their Creator. They knew of this responsibility but they turned away from it. Perhaps those 
people who never receive this Message correctly might be innocent of this crime but for us as 
Muslims who have received this Message and who know our responsibility we have no excuse 
before Allah (swt) whatsoever on the Last Day. If we were to fail in this duty to support the 
dawah of the Prophet (saw) then we will have no excuse before Allah (swt) whatsoever. We 
would indeed be among the Fasiqoon. Can you imagine how terrible a prospect that would be? 
May Allah (swt) save us from being among the Fasiqoon\ 
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84. Do they seek other than the Din of Allah when to Him submits all that is in the 
heavens and all that is in the earth, willingly or unwillingly, and unto Him will they 
return? 

In this ayah Allah (swt) asks us a question to make us think. Whenever Allah (swt) asks 
a question the answer to the question is obvious but it is asked to make us reflect and ponder. In 
the previous ayah Allah (swt) reminded us that the Prophet (saw) is His (swt)'s Messenger to all 
mankind. We saw how every human being has a responsibility to believe in the Prophet (saw) 
and to help him (saw) in his (saw)'s dawah. The dawah of the Prophet (saw) was to establish the 
Din of Allah (swt) in the land and in the hearts of the people. Now look at the lands and the 
hearts in the world today. How many have turned away from the Din of Allah (swt)? Look at the 
situation in the world today and then think about this question that Allah (swt) is asking. 

Allah (swt) asks us in this ayah "Do they seek other than the Din of Allah when to 
Him submits all that is in the heavens and all that is in the earth, willingly or 
unwillingly, and unto Him will they return?". "They" in this ayah refers to all mankind 
including us. Allah (swt) is asking us if we want a din other than His Din when every single thing 
in the heavens and the earth submits to Him (swt) either willingly or unwillingly. As we know the 
vast majority of the creation submits to Allah (swt) willingly. The angels, the stars, the earth, the 
animals, the plants, all of the inanimate objects, the wind, the oceans, every single thing submits 
to Him (swt) willingly. They exist only to serve Him (swt) and they only do that which He (swt) 
commands them to do. For every moment of their existence they are worshipping Him (swt). 

Such is the state of everything in this creation. The only exceptions to this rule are some among 
the jinn and some among mankind. These rebels who turn away from Allah (swt) are the only 
ones who submit to Allah (swt) unwillingly. They still submit to Allah (swt) because for every 
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moment of their lives they are under the complete Power and Control of Allah (swt). They 
depend on Allah (swt) for their very existence. At every moment of their lives they are in need of 
Him (swt). Even their bodies are completely serving Him (swt), every time their hearts beat their 
hearts first seek permission from Him (swt) and only when He (swt) gives them permission do 
they beat. Thus even the rebels who chose to turn away from the purpose of their creation still 
submit to Allah (swt) by the fact that they are completely dependent on Him (swt) for every 
second of their existence. 

So when we know that everything in the heavens and earth is submitting to Allah (swt), 
do we then want a din other than His Din? The Din of Allah (swt) is an ideology that calls on all 
the people to submit to Allah (swt) by adhering to His Law in every part of the society. From the 
economic system to the political system to the judicial system to the social system. Every single 
component of the society is operated according to the Law of Allah (swt). The entire society 
submits to Allah (swt). The practical manifestation of these concepts is the true Islamic State. So 
Allah (swt) is asking us in this ayah that when the entire universe is submitting to Him (swt), do 
we then want to set up a state that does not submit to Him (swt)? When all of the creation is 
submitting to Him (swt), how can we as humans choose not to? Especially when were placed on 
this earth as His (swt)'s representatives. 

According to the true scholars, today there is no Islamic State anywhere in the world. 

The closest to the Islamic State that the world has seen in recent times was the Uthmani Khilafah 
that was destroyed in 1924. Can you then see the chaos and disorder that exists in the world 
today because we as a human race have turned away from the submission to Allah (swt)? Look 
at all the pain and suffering that exists all of over the world. Is there any reason for this other 
than because we have turned away from Allah (swt)? Allah (swt) created us, and then He (swt) 
sent us a Law with which to live our lives. What then can we expect to happen to us when we 
turn away from Allah (swt) by refusing to rule by the Law that He (swt) has sent? Allah (swt) 
tells us in this ayah that this Din of Islam is the way of the universe. What then should we expect 
to happen to us when we turn away from this way? 
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Now for those ignorant people who say that there is no such thing as the Islamic State 
and that the word Din here means only the five pillars, we have to ask them a question. Do you 
think that Allah (swt) would reveal a Din where He (swt) even teaches us how to use the 
bathroom and then not tell us how to conduct our society? When we say that Allah (swt) is the 
Most Merciful and that He (swt) is the All-Knowing, we have to believe that He (swt) Knows what 
is the best system with which we can live our lives, do you think then that He (swt) would leave 
us in ignorance? Would any mother leave her children to fend for themselves when she knows 
what is best for them, would she not teach them? So if you deny the fact that the Islamic State 
exists, you are denying all of the Names of Allah (swt). You are denying that Allah (swt) is the 
Most Merciful by saying that He (swt) has not taught us how to create a society that will bring 
everyone tranquility and that will make sure that all of the needs of the people are met, you also 
denying that Allah (swt) is the All Knowing because you saying that He (swt) does not Know the 
detailed laws of such a society. Furthermore you are saying that Allah (swt) has allowed the 
entire universe to submit to Him (swt) but that He (swt) does not mind if our society does not 
submit to Him (swt). It is only the arrogant who want to keep the power and wealth for 
themselves who would say that there is no such thing as the Islamic State. Them and their 
puppet "scholars". May Allah (swt) save this Ummah from their lies! 

So in order for us to submit to Allah (swt) just like this entire universe does, we have to 
make sure that every aspect of our lives is in submission to Him (swt). From our government to 
our family to our own selves. Everything must be in a state of submission to Allah (swt). This is 
what Islam means. How can we seek another way of life other than submission to Allah (swt) 
when this entire universe is already submitting to Allah (swt)? To turn away from the natural 
order of the universe is only to invite chaos and disorder. It is only to invite misery and suffering 
for all mankind. May Allah (swt) save us and save our children! 

If all of these reasons are not enough to convince you that we need to work to bring 
back the Islamic State then you should then remind yourself of the final part of this ayah where 
Allah (swt) says "and unto Him will they return". You will eventually go back to Allah (swt), 
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of this fact there can be no doubt whatsoever. How then will you explain to Him (swt) why you 
were happy living in a land that did not rule by the His (swt)'s Law? What excuse will you give 
before Him (swt)? Do you think that He (swt) will accept any of your lame excuses? So if 
anything, this should be the most important reason as to why we should work to bring the 
Islamic State. We are not saying that you need to start a revolution or launch a movement today. 
Even if the best that you can do is simply carry the idea of the Islamic State to other Muslims, 
such as your friends and family, then that is what you must do. Do not belittle even the smallest 
of good deeds. May Allah (swt) give us the enabling grace to do all that we can in preparation for 
the Day in which we return to Him (swt)! 
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85. Say "We believe in Allah, and what was revealed to us, and what was revealed to 
Ibrahim, and Ismail, and Ishaq, and Yaqoob, and Al-Asbat, and what was given to 
Musa and 'Isa and the prophets from their Rabb, we do not make any difference 
between them and to Him we submit". 

In the previous ayah Allah (swt) reminded us how the only way of life that was 
acceptable to Him (swt) was Al-Islam. This is the way of life where everything submits 
completely to Allah (swt). From worship, to the economy, to the media, to the government. 
Everything is in submission to Allah (swt) and everything is conducted according to His (swt)'s 
Law. This is the idea that we are carrying to the people. This is our call. But is this something 
strange and new? Is this something that has never been seen by the people of the world before? 
Is this Din of complete submission to Allah (swt) something that only the Prophet (saw) brought? 
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Allah (swt) shows us in this ayah how this way has been the way of every single prophet and 
messenger that He (swt) has ever sent. This is the way of life that He (swt) has chosen for 
mankind since the time of Adam (as). 

Allah (swt) tells us in this ayah to declare to the people how we believe in what was 
revealed to us and what was revealed to all of the prophets and messengers who were sent 
before the Prophet (saw). Although Allah (swt) only mentions some of the prophets explicitly in 
this ayah the meaning is still that this Din of Al-Islam was the Din of all of the prophets and 
messengers. All of the prophets and messengers whom Allah (swt) ever sent called to a way of 
life that was based on complete submission to Him (swt). Because of the fact that we believe in 
this way of life that is based on complete submission to Allah (swt) we believe in what was 
revealed to all of the prophets and messengers. This is what every single prophet and messenger 
to Allah (swt) ever called to and this is what we believe in. 

In the final part of this ayah Allah (swt) commands us to say "and to Him we submit". 
This was the Message that every single prophet and messenger was sent with. A call to the 
people to submit completely to Allah (swt) Alone in every aspect of their lives. Submission means 
surrender. It means giving up what you want for yourself for what Allah (swt) wants from you. 
When you gain knowledge of the Din of Allah (swt) and you then strive to implement that Din in 
your life, that is when you have submitted to Allah (swt). This must be done by the individual 
members in the society and the society as a whole. This is what complete and total submission to 
Allah (swt) means. You cannot submit to Allah (swt) inside the masjid and then submit to the 
king or the president when you leave the masjid, how can you expect that Allah (swt) will accept 
such a submission from you? Do you think that such a submission is worthy of Him (swt)? 
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86. And whoever seeks a Din other than Al-Islam, it will never be accepted of him, 
and in the Hereafter he will be from the losers. 

In the previous ayahs Allah (swt) reminded us how the Din that this entire universe was 
on was the Din of Al-Islam. Every single thing in this universe was in a complete state of 
submission to Allah (swt). Every single thing was submitting to Allah (swt) for every moment of 
its existence. In addition to this, Allah (swt) also reminded us how the Message of every single 
prophet and messenger that He (swt) had ever sent was a call to Al-Islam. Every single prophet 
and messenger did nothing but call his people to submit to Allah (swt). Their people were called 
to submit to Allah (swt) both as individuals and as a society. This is what the Prophet (saw) 
called us towards as well. How then can we turn away from it? How can we as human beings 
who are dependent on Allah (swt) for every moment of our existence ever choose a way of life 
other than complete submission to Him (swt)? Allah (swt) is the One Who brought us into 
existence and we are dependent on Him (swt) for every second of our lives, how then can we 
spend that second except in a state of complete submission to Him (swt)? Furthermore once we 
truly know Allah (swt). Once we realize His (swt)'s Majesty and Glory, His (swt)'s absolute 
Perfection and Purity, how then can we choose any way of life other than complete submission to 
Him (swt)? How can He (swt) deserve anything less? What then can you say about a people who 
choose a way of life other than Al-Islam? Allah (swt) answers that question in this ayah. 

Allah (swt) says "And whoever seeks a Din other than Al-Islam, it will never be 
accepted of him". Once you are aware of the Truth. Once you are aware that this is the way 
of life that your Creator wants for you. Once you are aware that this is the way of life that the 
entire universe is on. Then it will not be accepted from you to choose any other way of life 
except Al-Islam. How can you choose a way of life other than Al-Islam when your Rabb created 
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you to be a Muslim? When you meet Him (swt) on the Day of Judgment, He (swt) will not accept 
you if you were one of those whom this Message reached and you did not choose the Din of Al- 
Islam for yourself and you did not work to bring it in the society. 

Allah (swt) then says in the next part of the ayah "and in the Hereafter he will be 
from the losers". May Allah (swt) save us all from this reality! Any person who receives the 
message of a prophet or messenger calling them to Al-Islam as a way of life, and then they 
willfully chose to reject that message, and they willfully chose a way of life of other than Al- 
Islam, these are the ones who are the losers in the Hereafter. They are losers in the truest sense 
of the word because they are the ones who have lost everything. They have lost all peace, 
happiness and pleasure. They have even lost a moment without pain and suffering. Most 
importantly they have lost the Pleasure of Allah (swt), which is the greatest loss. May Allah (swt) 
save us from being among the losers in the Hereafter! May Allah (swt) give us the enabling grace 
to do all that we can to submit to Him (swt) in every way that we can! 
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87. How will Allah guide a people who do kufr after they have believed and after they 
have borne witness that surely the Messenger is true and there has come to them 
clear signs? And Allah does not guide the people who do Dhulm. 

So we have seen that the only Din that is acceptable to Allah (swt) is Al-Islam. This is the 
only way of life that Allah (swt) wants us to live. To live this life of submission is to gain the 
Pleasure of Allah (swt) and to turn away from it is to gain the Wrath of Allah (swt). In this ayah 
Allah (swt) shows how the only crime that is worse than refusing to accept this Message of 
submission to Allah (swt) is to accept it and then to turn away from it. 
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Allah (swt) begins this ayah by asking us "How will Allah guide a people who do 
kufr after they have believed and after they have borne witness that surely the 
Messenger is true and there has come to them clear signs?". Allah (swt) is asking us this 
question to make us ponder and reflect. First Allah (swt) brings our attention to the fact that the 
guidance is only from Him (swt). Allah (swt) will only guide those whom Fie (swt) is pleased with. 
If you are not among those whom Allah (swt) is pleased with, then Fie (swt) will not guide you to 
this life of submission to Him (swt). So to be guided by Allah (swt), Fie (swt) needs to be pleased 
with you and therein lays your salvation. Bearing this in mind look now at the person whom Allah 
(swt) is describing in this ayah and we should all seek refuge in Allah (swt) from becoming like 
this person. 

Allah (swt) describes for us "people who do kufr after they have believed and 
after they have borne witness that surely the Messenger is true and there has come 
to them clear signs". This ayah of course is speaking about the apostates from Islam. The 
ones who leave the Din of Allah (swt) after entering it. Flow can Allah (swt) ever be pleased with 
such a people? Flow can Allah (swt) ever guide such a people? These are the people who once 
believed in the Message that Allah (swt) has sent, they bore witness to the fact that the Prophet 
(saw) was indeed the Messenger of Allah (swt), they perceived all of the clear signs that the 
Prophet (saw) had been sent with, they lived with the Muslim community and saw the love that 
brothers give to each other, they tasted the sweetness of Iman in their hearts, then after all this 
they choose to reject this Message. After all of this they still chose to cover the Truth that they 
know. Flow can Allah (swt) ever love such a people? Flow can Allah (swt) ever guide such a 
people? May Allah (swt) save us from ever becoming like them! 

The guidance comes only from Allah (swt) but Fie (swt) will only guide those whom Fie 
(swt) is pleased with. If you willfully choose to cover the Truth of this Message once you 
recognize that it is the Truth, then how can you expect Allah (swt) to be pleased with you? If 
Allah (swt) is not pleased with you then how can you expect Him (swt) to put the light of 
guidance in your heart? If you continue to do the actions that Allah (swt) is displeased with then 
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how can you expect Him (swt) to guide you? So in order to get the guidance from Allah (swt), 
you first have to strive to please Him (swt). You have to strive to do all that He (swt) likes and 
you strive to stay away from all that He (swt) dislikes. If you continue to do the actions that are 
displeasing to Allah (swt) then do not expect Him (swt) to guide you. 

Allah (swt) describes the evil people in this ayah as those who do kufr after having 
believed. Now what does it mean to do kufr to this Message? Does it only mean refusing to 
believe that the Prophet (saw) is the Messenger of Allah (swt)? Does it only mean refusing to 
believe in the Oneness of Allah (swt)? No, rather doing kufr to this Message means doing kufr to 
this entire Message. It means refusing to believe in any part of this Message. So even if there is 
one portion of this Message that you refuse to believe in, then you have done kufr to this 
Message. How many Muslims are there today who refuse to believe that there is a political 
component to this Message? The Muslims who say that there is no such thing as the Islamic 
State. The Muslims who say that Islam is only worship rituals and morals. Are these Muslims not 
doing kufr to all of the ayahs and ahadith where Allah (swt) has told us to rule by His (swt)'s 
Law? If these Muslims were simply ignorant as to the true reality of Islam, then they may be 
excused. But for those who know what Islam really is, for those who are aware that Islam is a 
complete way of life, for them to come and say that Islam is only a religion like Christianity and 
Hinduism which only addresses man's spirituality and has no impact on the life of this world, 
have these people not done kufr? Are they not willfully covering the Truth that they know is from 
Allah (swt)? These are the people who marginalize Islam only to gain favor with political leaders. 
They destroy Allah (swt)'s Din only to get a small price in the life of this world. These are the 
"government scholars" who defend the governments that do not rule by the Law of Allah (swt). 
Are they not just as evil or even more evil than the apostates and the hypocrites? Rather they 
are apostates and hypocrites in the truest sense of the word. They say with their tongues that 
they have Iman but their actions betray the kufr that is in their hearts. May Allah (swt) save us 
from them and may He (swt) save us from ever becoming them! 
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In the final part of this ayah Allah (swt) tells us that He (swt) will not guide a people who 
do Dhulm. Dhulm means all kinds of evil, injustice and corruption. It is derived from a root word 
that means "darkness". Anyone who does kufr to the Message of Allah (swt) after believing in it 
has done the worst form of Dhulm. They have received this Message from Allah (swt), they are 
certain that it is from Allah (swt), they know that it is calling on them to submit completely to 
Allah (swt), then they turn away from this. They do kufr to this Message after believing in it. 

They willfully turn away from Allah (swt). Think now about Allah (swt). Think about the Being 
that Allah (swt) IS. Now think how evil are a people who would willfully turn away from Him 
(swt). How can you turn away from a Being of such Perfection, of such Majesty and Who has 
done so much for you? Are not the people who do such the worst of criminals and the worst of 
oppressors? Would Allah (swt) ever be pleased with such a people? Would Allah (swt) ever guide 
such a people? May Allah (swt) save us from being like them! 
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88. These are the ones the recompense of whom is that upon them is the curse of 
Allah, and the angels and of all mankind. 

In the previous ayah Allah (swt) asked us how He (swt) would ever guide those who 
willfully turn away from this Message after they have believed in it. Allah (swt) brought our 
attention to a people who would accept this Message as true, who would bear witness that the 
Messenger is true, and then who would willfully turn away from it. They would cover the Truth 
that they know in their hearts with the falsehood that they speak with their tongues and the 
hypocrisy that they show on their actions. In this ayah Allah (swt) tells us what should be the 
reward for these kind of people. What should be their payment for the evil that they have done? 
Even if you try you can never understand how frightening is what Allah (swt) is describing here. 


320 



Allah (swt) says "These are the ones the recompense of whom is that upon them 
is the curse of Allah, and the angels and of all mankind". These people have a payment 
for what they have done. They have a recompense for what they have done. Their payment is 
that the curse of Allah (swt) is on them. The curse of Allah (swt) is on them. Can you even begin 
to imagine what this means? You curse someone when you hate someone. Allah (swt) is the 
Most Loving, the Most Kind, the Most Merciful, the Most Forgiving, the Most Patient, the All- 
Knowing and the Most Wise. What then are the kind of people do you think are those who will 
get the curse of Allah (swt) upon them? What could a people do for a Being like Allah (swt) to 
curse them so? This shows us the evil that these people have done when they do kufr to this 
Message after they have believed in it. Only the most evil and unjust of people would do kufr to 
this Message after believing in it. 

Because they are cursed by Allah (swt), they are also cursed by the angels. The angels 
are the devoted servants of Allah (swt). They love whom Allah (swt) loves, they hate whom He 
(swt) hates and they curse whom He (swt) curses. On top of the curse of Allah (swt), and the 
curse of the angels, these people also have the curse of all mankind. The phrase "all mankind" 
here does not mean every single human being because indeed these people are from among 
mankind. Of course they would not curse themselves. Rather here Allah (swt) means the 
representatives of mankind and these are the prophets, the messengers and the righteous from 
among mankind. They are the portion of mankind whom Allah (swt) is pleased with. Just like the 
angels, these people love whom Allah (swt) loves, they hate whom He (swt) hates and they 
curse whom He (swt) curses. Allah (swt) created mankind to worship and serve Him (swt) and so 
when He (swt) speaks about mankind here, He (swt) speaks about those who are fulfilling the 
purpose of their creation. The rebels who turn away from the purpose of their creation are not 
even worthy to be considered part of mankind. Rather they are worse than animals because they 
have turned away from Allah (swt) to follow their lusts and their desires. 
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89. Staying there in forever, the punishment will not be lightened for them and they 
will not be given respite. 

In the previous ayah we saw that the ones who do kufr to this Message will have upon 
them the curse of Allah (swt), the curse of the angels and the curse of all mankind. This is 
because they have turned away from Allah (swt) after they had once turned towards Him (swt). 
They have chosen to walk away from Allah (swt) after He (swt) put the light of guidance in their 
hearts. They have done kufr to this Message after having believing in it. This is why the 
apostates and the hypocrites are the worst of mankind. Unlike the disbelievers, they know what it 
means to be under the shade of the Quran. They have experienced and tasted the sweetness of 
Iman. They knew what it means to be Muslim. They knew the beautiful feeling that you get when 
you prostrate in Salah and when you break your fast in Ramadan. They knew all of this, and then 
they chose to walk away from it. They chose to walk away from Allah (swt). But what does it 
mean to have the curse of Allah (swt) on them? Allah (swt) shows us the reality of His (swt)'s 
curse in this ayah. 

Allah (swt) says "Staying there in forever". The curse of Allah (swt) is not like the 
curse of any human being. The curse of Allah (swt) is a place and that place is the Fire. May 
Allah (swt) save us from the Fire! Of course such people experience pain and suffering in the life 
of this world. Even in this world their punishment has began. Their lives have emptiness because 
they have removed Allah (swt) from their hearts. They do not know what is the purpose of their 
existence. They go searching after the transient pleasures of this world but they are never 
satisfied. But the reality of their suffering begins when they leave this world. When they enter the 
Fire, they will realize what it means to have the curse of Allah (swt) on them. For every moment 
of their existence they will know nothing but pain. Pain that is much worse than any pain any 
creature has ever felt before. They will live a life of pain. But the worst part is that it will be 
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forever. Whatever pain that we suffer in the life of this world, we are always consoled by the fact 
that the pain will one day end. Even if that day is the day that we die, we are certain that the 
pain will end. But that is not the case with these people. In the Fire they will not know death. So 
they will stay therein forever and there will be no end to their pain. 

In the second part of this ayah Allah (swt) says "the punishment will not be 
lightened for them". The punishment is constant and non-stop pain. The pain just keeps 
coming and coming and it does not stop or abate. The pain is so intense. It is the most grueling 
and torturous pain that one can ever know. Is there any chance that that pain will be lessened 
even for a moment? Can they even have one moment when the intensity of their suffering is 
reduced? No, their punishment will not be reduced in any way. They will know nothing but pain 
and their pain that they feel will never be lessened. 

Finally Allah (swt) says "and they will not be given respite". If they are made to 
suffer continuous pain that will not be lightened, can they at least have one moment in which 
there is no pain? Can they have one moment of a break? Just one moment in which to breathe? 
No, they will not be given any break or respite whatsoever. They will know nothing but pain for 
all eternity. If anything the pain will only become worse and worse. 

As you read an ayah like this, a part of you may question as to whether these people 
truly deserve a punishment as terrible as this? This punishment is so terrible that we ourselves 
do not even want to think about it. We ourselves cannot fully imagine it. So can we say that 
these people truly deserve a punishment such as this? When Shaitan puts such a thought in your 
mind then remind yourself of the evil that these people have done. These people have turned 
away from Allah (swt) after they were once Muslims. These people have deliberately covered and 
concealed a portion of the Message of Allah (swt) from the people. These people have declared 
this Message to be false after they have once affirmed that it is the Truth. How then could this be 
too much of a punishment for them? If you think in such a way then you have not comprehended 
the Greatness and Majesty of Allah (swt) and you do not realize all that He (swt) has done for 
you. If you could only realize the Majesty and the Sublimity and the Purity and the absolute 
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Perfection of Allah (swt) then you would realize how much of a right that He (swt) has on us to 
be worshipped and served. When you realize this then you will see how great a crime it is to 
willfully turn away from Him (swt). In addition Allah (swt) also deserves the worship and 
servitude because of all that He (swt) has done for us. He (swt) is the One Who created us and 
He (swt) is the One Who maintains our existence at every moment. Can you even begin to 
understand what this means? Even after our creation Allah (swt) is the One Who has given us 
everything that we have. So how much then are we in debt to Him (swt)? How evil then are a 
people who would turn away from Him (swt) and from the Message that He (swt) has sent? 

So we can never think that the punishment of the Fire for all eternity is too harsh or too 
severe for these people. If such a thought still lingers in your mind, then you should remind 
yourself that Allah (swt) Knows these people much better than you do. You should remind 
yourself of how limited your knowledge is and how infinite is the Knowledge of Allah (swt). You 
should remind yourself that Allah (swt) is the Most Loving and the Most Kind and the Most 
Merciful and the Most Just. So He (swt) will only give a punishment such as this to those who 
truly deserve this punishment. Allah (swt) Knows best Who is deserving of His (swt)' s curse and 
punishment. May Allah (swt) save our families and us from the Fire! 
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90. Except the ones who make Tawbah after that and they make amends, then surely 
Allah is Forgiving Merciful. 

Is there anyway to escape this torment? Is there any way to save ourselves? The people 
whom Allah (swt) described in the previous ayah were in the worst possible situation that a 
human being could possibly be in. However in this ayah Allah (swt) gives these people a way out. 
A way to save themselves from this terrible punishment. How Merciful is Allah (swt) in that He 
(swt) is even willing to pardon crimes as great as apostasy and hypocrisy? 
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Allah (swt) says "Except the ones who make Tawbah after that". Here Allah (swt) 
sends a ray of light and hope to the darkness that these people were in. In the previous ayahs 
Allah (swt) told us how those who make kufr to this Message after having accepted it will reside 
in the Fire forever. Here Allah (swt) gives an exception to that rule. There are a group of people 
who are saved from having to abide forever in the Fire. These are the ones who make Tawbah. 
Tawbah as we know means sincere and heartfelt repentance. This is the first thing that these 
people need to do in order to be saved. First they have to regret the kufr that they did, then they 
have to return to submitting to Allah (swt), and then they have to make a sincere resolve in their 
hearts never to return to kufr again. This is what it will mean for them to make Tawbah after the 
great evil that they have done. This is the only way for them to save themselves from the curse 
of Allah (swt) and the terrible punishment that this curse entails. 

Then Allah (swt) says "and they make amends". Here Allah (swt) shows us that it is 
not enough for them only to make Tawbah. It is not enough for them simply to repent the evil 
that they have done. In addition to that they must also try their best to make amends for what 
they have done. They have to try and correct the wrong that they have done. They have to make 
right what they themselves had done wrong. Now how can they do this? They have to declare to 
all of the people that this Message is indeed the Truth, they have to tell the people that they 
were wrong in rejecting this Message. In addition they have to disclose to the people all that they 
had been concealing of this Truth. 

Now for those so-called "Muslims" who hide portions of Islam, and they say that Islam is 
only rituals and morals, they can only make amends by telling the people what Islam really is. 

The only way that they can fix the wrong that they have done is to disclose the Truth concerning 
Islam. They have to show the people this Truth that they had all this time been hiding. They 
have to tell the people that Islam is a complete way of life addressing every aspect of the human 
being's life on this earth. They have to tell the people that Islam is the government that rules us, 
the economic system that manages the wealth and resources, the social system by which we 
interact with each other, the judicial system by which we judge and persecute crimes and 
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offenses, and of course the spiritual code of living by which we worship our Creator. Islam is all 
of this. These so called scholars have to go in front of the people and tell them this truth about 
Islam that they have been hiding. They then have to join the sincere dawah carriers in calling for 
the return of the true Islam. This is the only way that they can make amends for the wrong that 
they have done. This is the only way that they can save themselves from the curse of Allah (swt). 

If they do this, then they will find that "surely Allah is Forgiving Merciful". No matter 
how great is the crime that a human being has done, if he makes Tawbah to Allah (swt), then 
surely he will find Allah (swt) to be Forgiving. Allah (swt) will forgive him for all of the evil that he 
has done. Once Allah (swt) has forgiven that person then it would be as if he had never done 
that evil before. The record of that evil will be erased from his book of deeds. But we see from 
the ayah that not only is Allah (swt) Forgiving but Fie (swt) is also Merciful. After Allah (swt) has 
forgiven this person then Fie (swt) will then have Mercy on him. The Mercy of Allah (swt) is the 
removal of pain and suffering, it is removal of grief and anxiety, it is the removal of fear and 
apprehension. Then the Mercy of Allah (swt) is happiness, peace, contentment, and pleasure. 
Both in this life and the next. Which one of us does not want that? May we all rush to make 
Tawbah because we know that Allah (swt) is Forgiving and Merciful! 
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91. Surely the ones who do kufr after their belief, then they increase in kufr, never 
will their Tawbah be accepted, and these are the ones who have gone astray. 

In the previous ayah we saw that there was one hope for those who did kufr to this 


Message after believing in it, and that is that they needed to make a sincere Tawbah to Allah 
(swt). If they did this and then they made amends for all of the evil that they had done, then 
they could know that surely Allah (swt) is Forgiving and Merciful. If only they would return to 
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Allah (swt) and fix the wrong that they had done, then they have a great hope of being forgiven 
for the evil that they have done. But what about the ones who do not make Tawbah? What 
about the ones who choose to remain on kufr till they die? What about the ones who only 
increase in the kufr that they do? What will be their fate? 

Allah (swt) says about such people "Surely the ones who do kufr after their belief, 
then they increase in kufr, never will their Tawbah be accepted". This ayah is talking 
about those who only make Tawbah at the moment that their death arrives. These are the 
people whose Tawbah will never be accepted. This meaning is also confirmed if we were to look 
at the next ayah. We all know that when the angel of death comes to take the souls, then 
Tawbah is not accepted at that moment. These are the people who do kufr after they have 
believed and then they die on the kufr that they are on. Only when the angel of death comes to 
take the soul do they make Tawbah, but at that moment their Tawbah is not accepted. 

Not only do these people never believe, but Allah (swt) describes them as increasing in 
their kufr. They increase in their ingratitude to Allah (swt). They increase in their rejection of 
what they know to be true. They increase in their opposition to this Message. They keep 
increasing in their kufr until the day that they die, but then it is too late for them. It is these 
people whose Tawbah will never be accepted. May Allah (swt) save us from becoming them! May 
Allah (swt) always accept our Tawbah! 

Finally Allah (swt) says about such people that "these are the ones who have gone 
astray". These are the people who have lost their way to Allah (swt). Allah (swt) has made a 
Straight Path that leads to Him (swt), but these are the people who have gone far astray from 
this Straight Path. So great was their rejection of this Message that they know to be true, that 
they are in a place that is far from the Straight Path. They cannot even see the Straight Path 
from where they are. This is how far from Allah (swt) they are because of the evil that they have 
done. They are lost and astray and have no hope of finding the Straight Path. May Allah (swt) 
save us from ever finding ourselves where they have found themselves! May Allah (swt) always 
guide us to Him (swt)! 
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92. Surely the ones who do kufr and die while they are doing kufr, it will not be 
accepted from any of them even the earth full of gold should he should ransom 
himself with it. These are the ones for whom is a painful punishment and they will 
not have any from the helpers. 

In the previous ayah Allah (swt) told us that those who do kufr to this Message after 
believing in it, and then they die on their kufr, their Tawbah will never be accepted. Rather these 
are the ones who have gone astray from Allah (swt) and they have found themselves lost and 
unable to find the Straight Path. These people are indeed the worst of mankind because they 
were given them so many moments in their life to make Tawbah and come back to Allah (swt) 
but they still chose not to. They are the worst of mankind because they were certain that this 
Message was the Truth and they even tasted the joy of being in this Ummah, and still they 
turned away from it. They left this Din and then they allowed the moments of their lives to pass 
them by. With every moment that passed them by they only increased in their kufr of this 
Message. With every moment that passed them by they did not make Tawbah and come back to 
Allah (swt). What then will be the fate of these people on the Day when they meet Allah (swt)? 

Allah (swt) says about such people "Surely the ones who do kufr and die while 
they are doing kufr, it will not be accepted from any of them even the earth full of 
gold should he should ransom himself with it". These are the people who believed, and 
then they did kufr, and then they died on the kufr that they were on. They came to Allah (swt), 
then they turned away from Him (swt), and they died while they were away from Him (swt). 
Could there be any people whom Allah (swt) is more displeased with? They will face Allah (swt) 
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having failed in the duty that He (swt) gave them. They will return to Allah (swt) being ungrateful 
to all that He (swt) had done for them. So the punishment will become due on them. When they 
see the punishment that is about to come down upon them, they will give anything to escape this 
punishment. They will sacrifice all that they had to escape this punishment. In the life of this 
world these people chose to do kufr after having believed because of their desire for this world. 
They wanted more and more of this world, and their greed and their lusts were the reason why 
they chose kufr over Iman. They knew that if they lived a life of submission to Allah (swt), then 
that would mean that they would have to control their appetites and desires. So because these 
people were thirsting after the material goods of this world, they chose kufr over Iman. But on 
the Day of Judgment when they see the punishment that is about to befall them they will see 
what a wrong choice it is that they had made. They will regret having lived their life for this world 
when they see that this world is gone. They will regret having given their life for something that 
has been destroyed. Not only will they have this deep regret but they will also feel that they 
could give anything to escape the terrible punishment that is about to come down on them. As 
Allah (swt) tells us in this ayah even if they had the whole world filled with gold, they would want 
to offer it all as ransom to escape the punishment on that Day. Just imagine how much gold 
there would be if the whole earth was filled with gold. All of the oceans, all of the valleys, all of 
the mountains, and all of the land, imagine if it was filled with gold. Imagine if all of this gold was 
piled up and then placed as a giant mountain of gold in front of this sinner on the Last Day. Then 
think now how much gold there would be on that Day. We all know that gold is the most 
valuable substance known to man. Throughout our history there have been people who have 
killed each other only for a handful of gold. Now these people who have done kufr after they 
have believed, and they have died on their kufr, they will have the earth full of gold in front of 
them on that Day. These people who lived for the material wealth of this world. They would then 
offer all of this gold as ransom to save themselves from the Fire on that Day. This is how terrified 
they are of the punishment that is about to befall them. They are willing to offer the earth filled 
with gold only to escape the punishment. But as Allah (swt) tells us in this ayah such will never 
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be accepted from them on that Day. Even if they were to offer the whole world filled with gold it 
will never be accepted from them on that Day. This shows us how terrible the punishment would 
be that these people would even be willing to sacrifice an earth full of gold only to escape that 
punishment. Just imagine, they have an earth that is filled with gold and they will still be willing 
to offer it all as ransom on that Day. Can you imagine yourself giving up even a lump of gold in 
the life of this world? Now think how terrible the punishment must be that these people would 
even be willing to give an earth full of gold. May Allah (swt) save us from that punishment! 

Then Allah (swt) says "These are the ones for whom is a painful punishment and 
they will not have any from the helpers". For those who do kufr after having believed, and 
then they die on their kufr having never made Tawbah, these are the ones for whom is a painful 
punishment. It is a punishment that is so painful that they will even be willing to give up the 
earth full of gold to escape that punishment. This is how much of a painful punishment that it is. 
You think that you may know pain from the life of this world, but Allah (swt) has never used pain 
when describing this world. This is because this world is only a dream when compared to the 
Flereafter. Allah (swt) only placed your soul in the world to be tested. The true home for your 
soul is in the Flereafter. The pleasure in this world is not the real pleasure and the pain in this 
world is not the real pain. All that is here is but a taste. The true pleasure and the true pain is in 
the Flereafter. In the Fire, those who did kufr will realize what pain is. Can you even imagine 
yourself in that situation where you know nothing but the most intense of pain for all eternity? 
May Allah (swt) save us from that! It is so frightening that we do not even want to think about it. 
But we should think about it, we should let it make us afraid, then we should try our best to do 
all that we can to avoid it by trying our best to please our Lord and Master. We are not perfect, 
but we can still try. We can still try to be among those whom Allah (swt) is pleased with and 
perchance we can be properly grateful to Him (swt) and perchance we can worship and serve 
Him (swt) as He (swt) deserves and then perchance we can escape this horrible punishment. 
Maybe Allah (swt) will accept it from us, maybe it will save us from this horrible punishment. 
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In addition to the punishment being painful Allah (swt) also tells us that they will have no 
helpers whatsoever. In the life of this world, there was always someone whom they could go to 
for help and support. There was always someone who could help them in the trouble that they 
were in. But on that Day, when they see the painful punishment about to come down upon them, 
when they see that nothing that they could offer as ransom will ever be accepted, then they will 
also see that there is no one to help them at all. There will be no one to help them and save 
them from the painful punishment that is about to befall them. They will be utterly weak and 
powerless. Under the complete Authority and Dominion of Allah (swt). May Allah (swt) save us 
from this ever happening to us on the Last Day! May Allah (swt) be our Helper both in this life 
and in the Hereafter! 
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93. By no means will you attain Al-Birr, until you spend from what you love, and 
whatever you spend of anything, surely Allah Knows it well. 

In the previous ayah Allah (swt) showed us how those who are the worst of mankind will 
not be able to save themselves from the punishment even if they were to offer the earth full of 
gold as ransom. They are the worst of mankind because they have turned away from Allah (swt). 
They are the ones who were guided to the Truth of this Message. They realized and knew the 
Truth of this Message and still they turned away from it. They turned away from it and they 
sought to drive others away from it as well. Only for the life of this world. These are the ones 
who destroyed their Hereafter because of their love for this world. These are the ones who were 
not willing to give up anything of this world for the sake of Allah (swt). These are the people 
whom Allah (swt) is the most displeased with. 
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Now the question to ask is how can we ever save ourselves from becoming like them? In 


the Quran whenever Allah (swt) describes a people whom He (swt) is displeased with we must 
always ask ourselves how we can prevent ourselves from becoming like them. These were a 
people who turned away from this Message after having believed in it only because of their love 
for this world. Here in this ayah Allah (swt) shows us how we can save ourselves from becoming 
like them. We must become the opposite of these people. We must become those who are 
willing to give up this world because of our love for Allah (swt). 

In this ayah Allah (swt) says "By no means will you attain Al-Birr, until you spend 
from what you love". Here Allah (swt) tells us that there is absolutely no way for us to attain 
Al-Birr until we spend from that which we love. Al-Birr linguistically means "righteousness" but 
in this ayah it is used to mean "fulfilling the purpose of your existence". So Allah (swt) is saying 
here that you will never fulfill the purpose of your existence until you spend from that which you 
love. Of course when you spend from that which you love, the purpose of your spending must 
only be to seek the Pleasure of Allah (swt). We know that Allah (swt) created us to seek His 
(swt)'s Pleasure by worshipping and serving Him (swt). The core of this worship and servitude to 
Allah (swt) is giving up that which we love for His sake. This could be our money, our time, our 
energy, or any of the things of this world that we desire. Despite our love for these things, we 
give it in the way of Allah (swt) to seek His (swt)'s Pleasure. We seek the Pleasure of Allah (swt) 
by giving away what we have because our love for Allah (swt) is greater than our love for these 
things. When we do this, then this is how we will be fulfilling the purpose of our existence by our 
spending. This is the only way in which we will attain Al-Birr, this is the only way in which we 
fulfill the purpose of our creation. May Allah (swt) enable us all to spend from what we love only 
to seek His (swt)'s Pleasure! 

In the next part of the ayah Allah (swt) says " and whatever you spend of anything, 
then surely Allah Knows it well". Allah (swt) lets us know in this ayah that He (swt) Knows 
well every single thing that we spend. Whatsoever it is that we spend, we have to be certain that 
Allah (swt) Knows it well. If you give away anything that you have, that you love, only to seek 
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the Pleasure of Allah (swt), then you must be certain that He (swt) Knows well what you gave. It 
does not matter how small or insignificant what you gave away may be in your eyes. Allah (swt) 
Knows about it well, and as long you did it sincerely to seek His (swt)'s Pleasure, then He (swt) 
will give you the full reward for it. 

Not only does Allah (swt) count even the smallest of good deeds that we do, but He 
(swt) will keep counting our good deeds no matter how many times we may do them. Do not 
ever think that Allah (swt) will ever get tired of counting your good deeds. The more good deeds 
that you do, the more that He (swt) will count them and the more and more reward will He (swt) 
keep reserved for you. So if you are doing a good deed, then do not stop doing that good deed. 
Do not get tired of doing that good deed. You should always remember that Allah (swt) Knows 
well even the smallest of things that you give away for His (swt)'s sake. So even the moments of 
your life that you give for Allah (swt), you should be sure that He (swt) Knows about those 
moments and that He (swt) will reward you for them. No matter how many good deeds that you 
do, you have to be sure that Allah (swt) Knows about each and every single one of them. So why 
then do you not strive to do more and more good deeds? May Allah (swt) enable us to do more 
and more good, and may we find the good that we do on the Day that we meet Him (swt)! 

Whenever we give away anything for Allah (swt), He (swt) even Knows how much effort 
was required on our part to give it away. For the things that we love, for the things that it is 
especially difficult for us to part with, He (swt) Knows how much effort was required on our part 
to give these up. Because whenever you give away something in the way of Allah (swt), it is not 
simply a matter of you giving it away, an effort is required on your part to fight with your lower 
self. The lower self which makes you greedy to hold on to the things of this world. So not only 
does you Lord Know all that you gave away but He (swt) even Knows how much effort you made 
with yourself to reach this station where you parted with what you love. What then is preventing 
you from giving away the most that you possibly can, especially when you know that He (swt) 
will replace what you gave away with something much better. 
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94. Every single food was lawful for the children of Israil except what Israil made 
haram upon himself before the Tawrah was revealed. Say "Bring then the Tawrah and 
read it if you are truthful". 

In this ayah Allah (swt) responds to a challenge that was raised by some of the Jews in 
Madinah. Some of the Jews in Madinah came to the Prophet (saw) and asked him (saw) why 
camel meat and milk were permissible in the Din that he (saw) was sent with. These Jews 
claimed that camel meat and milk were forbidden in the Law of Allah (swt), and so they 
questioned why these foods were permissible in the Law that the Prophet (saw) came with. 

Allah (swt) responds to their contentions by saying "Every single food was lawful for 
the children of Israil except what Israil made haram upon himself before the Tawrah 
was revealed". Here Allah (swt) tells us clearly that all of the food that was permissible in the 
Law of Allah (swt) that He (swt) revealed to the Prophet (saw) was also permissible to the 
children of Israil. Even camel meat and milk was permissible for them. However the scholars say 
that once a great disease fell upon Yaqoob (as), and when this disease came upon him (as), he 
(as) promised to Allah (swt) that he (as) would give up the food that he (as) loves the most if 
Allah (swt) were to cure him (as). Now the food that Yaqoob (as) loved the most was camel 
meat and camel milk. So he (as) vowed to give up this food for himself should Allah (swt) cure 
him (as) of his disease. When Allah (swt) cured him of his disease, Yaqoob (as) kept his promise 
and he (as) never ate camel meat and he (as) never drank camel milk again. Now this happened 
hundreds of years before the Tawrah was revealed upon Musa (as). Allah (swt) never forbade 
camel meat and camel milk to the children of Israil in the Tawrah. But what happened was that 


334 



the children of Yaqoob (as) had such great respect for their father that many of them carried on 
this tradition that he (as) started of refraining from camel meat and camel milk. As we know 
Yaqoob (as) is Israil. Now all of the children of Israil forbade camel meat and milk for themselves 
because of what Yaqoob (as) had done. So this prohibition of camel meat and camel milk that 
the Jews at the time of the Prophet (saw) found themselves with was not something that was 
revealed in the Tawrah as they had claimed. Rather this was something that Yaqoob (as) had 
done and then this tradition was carried on by his descendants. Allah (swt) Knows best as to 
whether it was right for them to forbid this food for themselves or not. But this was what they 
did and so this was why the later generations among the children of Israil thought that these 
foods were forbidden. So these Jews at the time of the Prophet (saw) had no right to question 
the Prophet (saw) as to why this food was not prohibited in the Law that he (saw) came with. 
Such a prohibition has never existed in the Law of Allah (swt). 

In the next part of the ayah Allah (swt) says "Say "Bring then the Tawrah and read 
it if you are truthful"". These Jews were saying that it was in the Tawrah that camel meat was 
prohibited. Here Allah (swt) calls them out for the false claims that they had made. Allah (swt) 
commands the Prophet (saw) to tell them to bring the Tawrah and to read it if they are indeed 
truthful in what they were claiming. Allah (swt) commands the Prophet (saw) to tell them to 
bring where in the Tawrah this prohibition of camel meat was to be found. Of course there was 
no such prohibition to be found in the Tawrah. The narrations tell us that when the Jews were 
told to bring the Tawrah and read, when they were asked to be shown where in the Tawrah such 
a prohibition of camel meat supposedly exists, none of them came forward to read the Tawrah. 
They knew that such a verse prohibiting camel meat did not exist in their Book. They knew that 
this whole episode and all this questioning was only something that they themselves had started 
to discredit the Prophet (saw) and the Message that he (saw) had been sent with. So when they 
were called to bring forth the proof of what they had spoken, none of them came forward. This 
shows us how the enemies of this Message will stop at nothing to destroy this Din, but this also 
shows that Allah (swt) will always defend this Din, the Prophet (saw) and the believers. 
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One lesson that we can take from this ayah is that whenever the enemies of this 
Message try to accuse this Din of anything, or whenever they tried to create any doubts in the 
hearts of the Muslims by saying that there is something wrong with this Din, or whenever they 
try to introduce something new into the Din which we have never heard of, we always have to 
ask them to produce their evidence from the Quran and Sunnah for what they are saying. We 
have to ask them to show us which ayah or hadith is the evidence for what they are saying. Not 
only must they bring the ayah or the hadith but they must also bring the correct interpretation of 
that ayah or hadith according to the classical and well-known scholars of Islam. We must never 
allow them to bring anything and say that it is from the Din without challenging them and asking 
them to show clearly where is the evidence for what they are saying. The strength of any idea or 
thought is the evidence upon which it rests. So we must always ask those who bring any kind of 
new thoughts and ideas about Islam to substantiate what they are saying with the Quran and 
Sunnah. We must never allow ourselves to be cheated or fooled by the enemies of this Message 
when the Book of Allah (swt) and the Sunnah of the Prophet (saw) are still with us. We have to 
challenge them and tell them to bring the evidence for what they are saying from the Quran and 
Sunnah. This is the only way in which we can protect our Din from all of the falsehood and lies 
that are being levied against it. May Allah (swt) give us the enabling grace to always go back to 
His (swt)'s Book and may Allah (swt) allow us to read it for all those who try to destroy this Din! 
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95. Then whosoever invents a lie against Allah after that, surely these are the 
Dhalimoon. 

In the previous ayah Allah (swt) told us about the Jews who came to the Prophet (saw) 
and questioned him (saw) as to why camel meat and camel milk were not forbidden in the Law 
that he (saw) came with. They claimed that Allah (swt) had forbidden these foods in their Law 
and so it must be forbidden in the Law of the Prophet (saw) as well if he (saw) was truly a 
messenger from Allah (swt). Of course they knew the truth of the matter. They knew that Allah 
(swt) had never forbade camel meat and milk in the Tawrah, they knew that it was Yaqoob (as) 
who had forbidden this for himself when Allah (swt) had cured him (as) of the terrible disease 
that he (as) had. But their plan was to invent a lie about Islam in the hope of chasing Muslims 
away from their Din. They wanted to create doubts in the hearts of Muslims about their Din in 
the hope that they would leave it, or at least in the hope that their support for it would not be as 
enthusiastic. They saw this Din as a threat to their way of life and so they wanted to stop it at all 
costs. Here Allah (swt) responds to their plots and machinations, and the plots and machinations 
of all the enemies of His (swt)'s Message after them. 

Allah (swt) says "Then whosoever invents a lie against Allah after that, surely 
these are the Dhalimoon". Allah (swt) has sent these Jews the clear knowledge so that they 
can differentiate between truth and falsehood, so that they can know that which is pleasing to 
Him (swt) and that which is displeasing to Him (swt). If they should then invent the lie against 
Allah (swt) after this clear knowledge has come to them then they will surely be among the 
Dhalimoon. Now what does it mean to invent the lie against Allah (swt)? It means to willfully say 
anything about this Din that is not true. An example of this would be what those Jews at the time 
of the Prophet (saw) said about camel meat being forbidden in their Sacred Law. They knew that 


337 



Allah (swt) had never forbidden camel meat in the Tawrah, they knew the truth. But their 
intention never was to speak the truth. Their intention was only to destroy this Message that 
Allah (swt) has sent. So they invented a lie against Allah (swt) to serve their own corrupt 
motives. They spoke about the Din of Allah (swt) what they knew to be false. See how great 
their evil is, first their intentions and motives are evil because they seek to destroy the Message 
that Allah (swt) has sent for the guidance of mankind. Then even the way in which they seek to 
reach that goal is evil because they are speaking a lie against Allah (swt) and His (swt)'s 
Message. Then even the outcome they want to achieve is evil because they seek to take the 
sincere worshippers and servants of Allah (swt) away from Him (swt). Look at the injustice they 
do here to their Creator and Sustainer. Look at the injustice they do here to their own selves. 
Allah (swt) says about such people that they are the Dhalimoon. They are the worst of 
oppressors and criminals. What a great crime is it to lie against Allah (swt)? Allah (swt), Who 
should be the purpose of your life. Allah (swt), Who you should do everything for. What a great 
crime it is to say about Allah (swt) or to say about His Din something that is not true? 

One lesson that we can take from this ayah is that whenever we speak anything about 
this Din, we should only speak that which is true. We all wish that we were scholars and 
mujtahids. We all love saying that something is halal or something is haram. But before we do, 
we first have to remind ourselves of who we are. We have to ask ourselves as to whether we 
have the knowledge from Quran and Sunnah and the understanding of our scholars to make the 
statement about this Din that we are making. This Din is our life, and the lives of our brothers 
and sisters. So we should never say anything about this Din unless we are sure that what we are 
saying is true. We should only say about this Din what has a clear evidence in the Quran and 
Sunnah, and what has been backed up by the understanding of our scholars. Every idea that we 
accept about this Din and every idea that we teach to others must have an evidence in the text. 
So before we say anything about this Din, we first have to make sure that there is an evidence in 
the Quran and Sunnah for what we are saying. May Allah (swt) save us from ever speaking 
anything about this Din where we have no knowledge! 
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96. Say "Allah has spoken the Truth". So follow the religion of Ibrahim Hanifa, he was 
not from the Mushrikoon. 

In the previous ayah Allah (swt) told us how the ones who deliberately speak a lie about 
Him (swt) are indeed the Dhalimoon. They are the worst of oppressors and criminals because 
they would deliberately say about their Creator and Sustainer, their Lord and Master, what they 
know to be false. We saw how their objective in speaking these lies was only to destroy this 
Message that Allah (swt) has sent for all mankind. In this ayah Allah (swt) clearly distinguishes 
between truth and falsehood and the way of guidance and the way of error. Allah (swt) shows us 
the path that we must follow and He (swt) shows us the path that we must stay away from. 

Allah (swt) begins by commanding the Prophet (saw) and the Muslims to say, "Allah 
has spoken the Truth"". What the enemies of Islam have spoken are lies and fabrications but 
what Allah (swt) has spoken is the Truth. When Allah (swt) says that it was Yaqoob (as) who had 
forbidden camel meat for himself and such a prohibition was never revealed in the Tawrah, that 
is the Truth. What the Jews say that is contrary to this is falsehood. Allah (swt) does not speak, 
except that He (swt) speaks the Truth. Whatever Allah (swt) says is the Truth. Whatever it is that 
is then said that is contrary to what Allah (swt) has said is clear falsehood. Allah (swt) speaks the 
Truth. Allah (swt) speaks the Truth. 

We as Muslims should also always remember this fact. Sometimes we may find some of 
what we read in the Quran as hard to believe. Then we may forget that it is from Allah (swt) and 
we may start to doubt what we are reading. Many "Muslims" of the past forgot the meaning of 
this ayah and they fell into such a trap. For example some of the intellectual "philosophers" in the 
past have found it hard to believe in the existence of angels or jinn. Since there was no tangible 
or scientific evidence for the existence of these creatures, these men found it hard to believe in 



them. They only wanted to believe in what they can see with their eyes and what they can 
examine under a microscope. So many of them even denied the existence of angels and jinn and 
they gave a "metaphorical" understanding to the ayahs and hadith that mention the angels and 
the jinn. We see here how wrong what they did was. Allah (swt) only speaks the Truth and if 
Allah (swt) says that there are creatures such as angels and jinn, then we must believe in them. 
We must believe in them even if we have never seen them. This is because Allah (swt) always 
speaks the Truth and we trust our Rabb more than we trust our eyes and our ears. 

Then Allah (swt) says "So follow the religion of Ibrahim Hanifa". There are those 
who follow the Truth and there are those who follow falsehood. The Jews who lied to the 
Prophet (saw) were among those who followed falsehood. Who then was the one who followed 
the Truth? Who was the model for the Muslims to follow? It was Ibrahim (as) who was known as 
Hanifa. The term Hanifa means the one who submitted purely to Allah (swt). The one who 
made Allah (swt) as the purpose of his life and who did everything only to seek His (swt)'s 
Pleasure. This was Ibrahim (as), and it is his (as)'s religion whom Allah (swt) tells us to follow. 
The religion of Ibrahim (as) was one of pure submission to Allah (swt) in everything and in all 
things. From the government, to the society, to the worship, to the body, to the heart. 

Everything was in a state of total submission to Allah (swt). 

In many ayahs of the Quran Allah (swt) describes Ibrahim (as) that "he was not from 
the Mushrikoori'. If there was one fact that Allah (swt) wanted all people to remember about 
Ibrahim (as) was that he (as) was not one of those who made shirk. Many of the people claimed 
that they were following the way of Ibrahim (as) but they committed open shirk. The pagan 
Arabs claimed that they were following the way of Ibrahim (as) but they worshipped idols from 
below Allah (swt). The Christians claimed that they were following the way of Ibrahim (as) but 
they worshipped 'Isa (as) and Mariam (as) from below Allah (swt). The Jews claimed that they 
were following the way of Ibrahim (as) but they allowed their rabbis to legislate the laws for 
them when they knew that Allah (swt) is the only Sovereign. So if there was one fact that 
everyone should know about Ibrahim (as) is that he (as) was not among those who made shirk. 
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He (as) was not among those who associated partners with Allah (swt) in any way. He (as) 
would refuse to worship an idol or a star just as he (as) would have refused to obey a king or a 
president just as he (as) would have refused to pray to a saint or a grave. These are all partners 
that the people associate with Allah (swt). Ibrahim (as) was not one of those who made partners 
with Allah (swt). Ibrahim (as) gave his life completely for Allah (swt) because he (as) realized 
that it was Allah (swt) who deserved all of the worship and obedience. May Allah (swt) give us 
the enabling grace to follow the way of Ibrahim (as) in every aspect of our lives! May Allah (swt) 
make us among those who submit purely to Him (swt)! 
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97. Surely the first house established for mankind is the house in Bakkah, full of 
blessing and a guidance for all of the worlds. 

In the previous ayahs Allah (swt) told us about a plot that many of the Jews at the time 
of the Prophet (saw) had. They claimed that the Law that the Prophet (saw) was sent with was 
not the same as what was in their own Books. By saying this they were subtly implying that the 
Prophet (saw) was not a true messenger of Allah (swt). Allah (swt) showed us the falsehood of 
their claims and He (swt) also promised that whoever speaks a lie against Him (swt) knowingly 
are among the Dhalimoon. We all know what is the punishment that awaits the Dhalimoon on 
the Day of Judgment and we all seek refuge in Allah (swt) from that. In this ayah Allah (swt) 
brings our attention to another of the plots that these same Jews were hatching to destroy this 
Message, and this was concerning the Kabbah in Makkah. Some of the Jews at the time of the 
Prophet (saw) claimed that the Temple of Jerusalem was more sacred and thus better than the 
Kabbah in Makkah. As a consequence of this they said that any true messenger from Allah (swt) 
would face the Temple of Jerusalem rather than the Kabbah in prayer. Since the Prophet (saw) 
faced the Kabbah in prayer, according to them he (saw) could not be the true messenger from 
Allah (swt). So you can see how they were once again trying to lead the Muslims away from the 
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Prophet (saw) and away from the Message that he (saw) brought them from Allah (swt). You can 
see how they are trying to create doubts in the hearts of the Muslims with such arguments. In 
this ayah Allah (swt) completely destroys their arguments and their excuses and He (swt) 
exposes them for the liars and the pretenders that they are. 

Allah (swt) says "Surely the first house established for mankind is the house in 
Bakkah, full of blessing and a guidance for all of the worlds". The Jews were claiming 
that the Temple of Jerusalem was superior to the Kabbah. They were claiming that a true 
messenger from Allah (swt) would never chose the Kabbah over the Temple of Jerusalem. Here 
Allah (swt) shows them how His (swt)'s House is superior to all other houses. First Allah (swt) 
refers to the Kabbah as the first house established for mankind. Now a question that may arise 
here is that if the Kabbah was built by Ibrahim (as) and Ismail (as), then why is that Allah (swt) 
refers to it here as the "first house established for mankind"? You might say that there had to 
have been houses in which the people lived before Ibrahim (as) and Ismail (as). So why is it you 
might ask does Allah (swt) refer to the Kabbah as the first house established for mankind when 
there were already houses for mankind before the Kabbah was built? There are actually two 
reasons that the scholars have given to explain this. The first is that the Kabbah was the first 
house of worship ever established for mankind. Although there were houses before Ibrahim (as) 
and Ismail (as) built the Kabbah, these were not houses of worship. These were simply houses in 
which the people lived. The first house that was built specifically for the worship of Allah (swt) is 
the Kabbah. You could say that it was the first masjid ever. Another explanation that some of the 
scholars give is that a version of the Kabbah was actually created by Allah (swt) even before the 
heavens and the earth were created. They say that Allah (swt) created the Kabbah and He (swt) 
placed it over the water that existed before the creation. That is how sacred the Kabbah is in that 
Allah (swt) actually created the Kabbah even before He (swt) created the heavens and the earth. 
It was an exact replica of the very house that Allah (swt) then commanded Ibrahim (as) and 
Ismail (as) to build on the earth. Can you then even being to understand how important the 
House of Allah (swt) is not only to Muslims but for all mankind? 
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Mawdudi tells us in his tafsir of this ayah how even the very books that the Jews had 
clearly prove what Allah (swt) says here. Mawdudi shows us how the Bible itself testifies to the 
fact that the Temple of Jerusalem was built by Sulaiman (as) more than four and half centuries 
after the time of Musa (as). Now we know also know that Musa (as) himself lived thousands of 
years after the time of Ibrahim (as). So the Kabbah had been on this earth for thousands and 
thousands of years before the Temple of Jerusalem was even built. The people had been 
worshipping at the Kabbah for thousands and thousands of years before the Temple of Jerusalem 
had even been built. Thus even their own books, even their own historical records prove the 
superiority of the House of Allah (swt) over all other houses of worship. There was no way that 
the learned Jewish rabbis at the time of the Prophet (saw) could not have known about this. 

They knew that the Kabbah was superior to the Temple of Jerusalem in every way. But once 
again we see that their intention was never to speak the Truth. Once again we see that their 
intention was only to destroy this Message that Allah (swt) has sent for the guidance of mankind. 

Then Allah (swt) describes the Kabbah as "full of blessing and a guidance for all of 
the worlds". Not only was the Kabbah created even before the heavens and the earth were 
created. Not only was the Kabbah the first house of worship that was ever established for 
mankind. Not only was the Kabbah built by Ibrahim (as) himself. Not only is the Kabbah the 
place to which millions upon millions of people have made pilgrimage to over the centuries. But 
as Allah (swt) says in this ayah the Kabbah is also in a place that is full of blessing and it is a 
guidance to all of the worlds. 

There is both an inward and an outward blessing to Makkah. The outward blessing is 
through the fact that even though the city is in a dry and barren desert, one can still find all kinds 
of food and sustenance within it. Every single kind of fruit and sustenance can be found in 
Makkah even though the city is in the middle of a desert. Furthermore every year millions and 
millions of people come to this place to perform the Hajj and the Umrah, and this blessed land 
feeds all of these people. There is food and sustenance for all of the people who come to this 
place. Even the people who want to offer animals as sacrifices find enough animals to offer 
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because of the blessings of this place. That is how much blessing that Allah (swt) has placed in 
the sacred land that holds His (swt)'s House. Now just as there is an outward blessing there is 
also an inward blessing to the Kabbah as well. This is a spiritual blessing that Allah (swt) has 
given to His House. An example of this spiritual blessing is the reward that one gets for making 
prayer there. We know that every prayer that is made in the Masjid Al-Haram will get the reward 
of one hundred thousand prayers made elsewhere. This means for you to make one Salah near 
the Kabbah, you will get as much reward as making one hundred thousand prayers in your 
masjid. Another example of its inward blessing is the complete expiation of sins that comes from 
making a sincere pilgrimage to this bleeped land. We know that the one who makes Hajj to the 
Kabbah sincerely for the sake of Allah (swt) will be forgiven all of the sins that he has ever done 
and he will return home as if he were a newborn child. These are all from the spiritual or inward 
blessings of the Kabbah. 

Finally Allah (swt) describes the Kabbah as "a guidance for all of the worlds". How 
exactly is the Kabbah a guidance? What is the main purpose of our going to the Kabbah? Is it not 
for prayer? And when we pray what is the first thing that we pray for? Is it not guidance? So 
here we see how the Kabbah is a place of guidance for all the worlds. It is a place where all men 
from every corner of the world can come and pray therein for guidance from Allah (swt). All of us 
should hope that Allah (swt) will accept our prayer for guidance when we are near His (swt)'s 
House. What is a better gift that Allah (swt) can bestow on us other than guidance to Him (swt)? 

So what right did these Jews then have to claim that the Temple of Jerusalem is superior 
to the Kabbah? Such a statement on their part was only made out of jealousy, pride and a 
deliberate intent to destroy the Message that Allah (swt) has sent for the guidance of mankind. 
Allah (swt) sent this Message to guide all of mankind, and these evil people want to destroy this 
Message. This is because they would rather submit to their own lower selves and to the devil 
rather than submitting to Allah (swt). They have chosen a life of turning away from the Real and 
the Ultimate. May Allah (swt) save us from ever becoming like them! May Allah (swt) always 
remind us of the great blessing and guidance that is to be found in His (swt)'s House! 


344 



<JJji iLfllv ft j*ljijei C 1 '- / m i O—l-ilv 

£ 

( .- __ i? _- _ -“ _"- -“ .-<■ J.--o g 

^ : ■* 1 1 *tl ill I (jLs ^L1 i!LlI jjjo o*j-JI ^ls- 


97. In it are clear signs, the standing place of Ibrahim, and whoever enters it is safe, 
and for Allah is (a duty) upon mankind of Hajj to the House, whoever is able to make 
a way to it, and whoever does kufr surely Allah is Free of need from all of the worlds. 

In the previous ayah Allah (swt) told us about the greatness of His (swt)'s House. Allah 
(swt) told us how it was the first house ever established for His (swt)'s worship. Allah (swt) told 
us how it was created even before the heavens and the earth were created. Allah (swt) told us 
how it was in a place that was full of blessings both outward and inward, and He (swt) told us 
how it was a place in which all of mankind could find guidance if they sincerely seek it there. In 
this ayah Allah (swt) continues to describe for us the greatness of His (swt) House and He (swt) 
tells us what is the duty that we owe to Him (swt) in regards to His (swt)'s House. 

Allah begins by saying "In it are clear signs". The Kabbah is filled with clear signs. 
Signs that prove without a doubt that it is indeed the House of Allah (swt). Among these signs 
are what we have mentioned already, that being that it is in a city that is filled with blessings. 
Both outward blessings such as provisions from Allah (swt) and inward blessing such as the great 
reward for good deeds performed there. Another of its signs that we mentioned is how anyone 
who sincerely seeks for guidance from Allah (swt) there will find it. There are even more signs 
that the Kabbah has, much more than we can enumerate in our humble tafsir. Among these is 
the fact that anyone who travels to the Kabbah sincerely for the sake of Allah (swt) falls in love 
with it. They fall in love with it and they always wants to return to it. Ask anyone who has made 
Hajj or Umrah and they will testify to this fact. They will tell you how they always feel like going 
back to the Kabbah. As Allah (swt) told us in Surah Baqarah it is a place of return for all mankind. 
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Everyone who goes there wants to return to it again and again. Another sign is that any of the 
enemies of Allah (swt) who have ever tried to destroy or damage the Kabbah have been 
completely destroyed themselves. We all know the story of the Ethiopian king Abraha who raised 
a giant army and tried to destroy the Kabbah with it. Allah (swt) tells us in the Quran how the 
entire army was laid to waste by a flock of small birds. Thus Allah (swt) has kept this land safe 
from all those who would seek to conquer it. Never in the history of mankind had an occupying 
force ever conquered this blessed city. Even the mighty Roman and Persian empires have not 
been able to take it. Another of its signs is that it has been placed in the exact center of the 
world. If you take any flat map and if you fold that map then you would see that the center of 
the world is exactly where Makkah is. The crossroads of all lands meet in this blessed land. These 
are just a few of the many signs that the Kabbah is indeed the House of Allah (swt). 

Then Allah (swt) says "the standing place of Ibrahim". Here Allah (swt) returns our 
attention to the relationship that the Kabbah has with Ibrahim (as). This statement was 
especially relevant for the Jews at the time of the Prophet (saw) and their claim that the Temple 
of Jerusalem was superior to the Kabbah. There was no one whom the Jews revered and 
respected more than Ibrahim (as). Here Allah (swt) reminds them that Ibrahim (as) was the one 
who built the Kabbah and it was his masjid wherein he (as) prayed to Allah (swt). So these Jews, 
and anyone else who claims to follow Ibrahim (as) should revere and respect the Kabbah for it 
indeed was the standing place of Ibrahim (as). It was where Ibrahim (as) stood in prayer before 
his Lord. 

In the next part of the ayah Allah (swt) says "and whoever enters it is safe". Ibn 
Kathir tells us in his tafsir of this ayah that a man would meet the murderer of his own father 
near the Kabbah and he would not harm him at all. Anyone else in the world this man would 
have killed the murderer of his father, but because they are both near the Kabbah neither would 
harm the other in any way. This is because Allah (swt) has made the Kabbah and the area 
surrounding it as a place of peace and security for all mankind. Anyone can go to the Kabbah and 
they would be guaranteed safety there. Even the pagan Arabs who were the mostly lowly and 
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barbaric of peoples used to respect the sanctity of the Kabbah, even they would not harm 
anyone near it. This is a place of so much peace and security that the Prophet (saw) himself 
even forbade us from cutting down plants that were near it, and we are not to even frighten the 
animals that are near it. So not only should we not harm the animals that are in the vicinity of 
the Kabbah but we are not even supposed to frighten them in any way. That is how much of a 
peaceful place this is. Anyone who enters it is safe. 

In the next part of the ayah Allah (swt) says "and for Allah is (a duty) upon 
mankind of Hajj to the House, whoever is able to make a way to it". This is the 
command that obligates all of us to perform the Hajj. Notice how Allah (swt) says that the Hajj is 
a duty that all of mankind owes to Him (swt). This is what clearly shows us that the Hajj is an 
obligation and not merely a recommended act; Allah (swt) refers to it as a duty that is upon all of 
mankind and that which is owed to Him (swt). When you have a debt that is upon you which is 
owed to others then you must fulfill that debt, and no one is more demanding of your debts be 
fulfilled than your Lord and Master. So we all have a duty to Allah (swt) to perform the Hajj. 

Notice also how Allah (swt) says that this is a duty for all mankind, and He (swt) did not 
simply say that this was a duty only for the Muslims. The obligation of Hajj must be fulfilled by 
every single person whom Allah (swt) ever created, and not just the Muslims. This part of the 
ayah shows us clearly how this is a Message for all mankind. Every man and every woman on 
this planet. Every single human being whom Allah (swt) created and whom this Message reaches 
has an obligation to perform this pilgrimage for Him (swt). The laws in the Quran and Sunnah are 
an address from Allah (swt) for all of mankind to fulfill. These laws are not only for the Muslims 
but they are for all mankind. Now of course you need to be a Muslim and you need to believe in 
the Oneness of Allah (swt) and you need to believe in the Prophet (saw) as the Messenger of 
Allah (swt) before your Hajj or any of your other deeds can be accepted. So here Allah (swt) is 
calling upon all of mankind and telling them to become Muslim, once they become Muslim He 
(swt) calls them to repay this duty that they owe to Him (swt). 
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Allah (swt) also tells us in this part of the ayah that the Hajj is only an obligation for the 
one who is able to make a way to the Kabbah. This means that the obligation exists only for 
those who are able to make the journey. If for whatever reason one is unable to make the 
journey to Makkah in order to perform the Hajj, then Allah (swt) in His (swt)'s Mercy has lifted 
this obligation from that person. This reason could be financial or it could be health or it could be 
anything else that prevents the people from making the journey. Those who have such an excuse 
are pardoned from this obligaiton. But those who are able to find the way to go must go and 
they have no excuse in front of Allah (swt) if they do not. From this part of the ayah as well we 
can see the universality of this Message. When this ayah was revealed, all of the Muslims either 
lived in Makkah or close to it. So at that time it would be hard to believe that anyone would not 
be able to make the journey to Makkah. But Allah (swt) is the One Who revealed this Message 
and it did not come from the mind of any man. Allah (swt) Knows that this Message would 
spread to every corner of the world and after the time of it's revelation there would be many 
Muslims who are far from Makkah and who would be unable to make the journey. This is why 
Allah (swt) legislates that the one who is not able to is not obligated to make the Hajj. 

Finally Allah (swt) says, "Whoever does kufr then surely Allah is Free of need 
from all of the worlds". Kufr here does not only mean kufr of disbelief but it also means kufr 
of ingratitude. If anyone refuses to perform the Hajj when they are able to, then such a person is 
being ungrateful to Allah (swt) for all of the bounties and favors that He (swt) has bestowed on 
him. Allah (swt) has given you so much, including your very life and He (swt) continues to 
maintain your life for every second of your existence. The Hajj is a duty that you owe to Him 
(swt) to even try and repay Him (swt) for this generosity. If you do not perform this duty then 
you are truly being ungrateful to Him (swt). For such people Allah (swt) reminds them that surely 
He (swt) is Free of all needs. Allah (swt) is not in need of anything from anyone, and if someone 
refuses to perform their Hajj then He (swt) is not in need of that person or their Hajj. It is only 
for your own good and your own salvation that you must make the Hajj, if you do not then you 
should know that Allah (swt) is Free of any need from you. You on other hand are not free of 
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need from Allah (swt). You need Allah (swt) in this world and you especially need Him (swt) on 


the Day of Judgment. How can you hope for the Mercy of Allah (swt) to save you from your sins 
on that Day if you neglect this duty that you owe to Him (swt)? How can you expect Allah (swt) 
to be Merciful to you when you have been so ungrateful to Him (swt)? So the lesson that we can 
take from this ayah is that we must all rush to make the Hajj. Do not tell yourself that you will 
make the Hajj next year. If you can make the Hajj, then you should do it. This is a duty that we 
all owe to Allah (swt). May Allah (swt) give us all the enabling grace to sincerely perform this 
duty to Him (swt)! 
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99. Say "O People of the Book, why do you do kufr to the Signs of Allah when Allah is 
a Witness over what you do?" 

Recall from our tafsir of Surah Fatihah how that Surah was a prayer that we make to 
Allah (swt) for guidance. We ask Allah (swt) to show us the Straight Path and we ask Him (swt) 
to put us on that Straight Path and we ask Him (swt) to keep us away from the paths of those 
who earn His (swt)'s Wrath and of those who go astray. Recall also how we said that the Jews 
and the Christians were the prime examples of those who earn the Wrath of Allah (swt) and of 
those who go astray. We also said that in Surah Baqarah and Surah Imran, Allah (swt) has 
shown us the erring ways of the Jews and Christians and we said that if we were to study these 
Surahs closely then we would know how to avoid their erring ways. In this ayah and the next one 
Allah (swt) concludes this section of the Quran where He (swt) has told us of the erring ways of 
the Jews and Christians. Allah (swt) concludes this section by addressing the Jews and Christians 
themselves and questioning them about the very cause of their going astray from Him (swt). 
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In this ayah Allah (swt) commands the Prophet (saw) and the Muslims to say to the Jews 
and the Christians "O People of the Book, why do you do kufr to the Signs of Allah when 
Allah is a Witness over what you do". By rejecting this Message that the Prophet (saw) has 
been sent with, the Jews and the Christians have done kufr to the Signs of Allah (swt). This 
means that they have covered and hid these Signs. They know about these Signs. They know 
that these Signs clearly show that this Message has indeed been sent by Allah (swt), but they 
hide these Signs and they cover these Signs and they pretend like these Signs do not even exist. 
Allah (swt) has placed so many Signs in this Message for the People of the Book so that they may 
know that this Message is truly from Him (swt). The first of these Signs is their own Books. They 
are called the People of the Book because they have already received a Book from Allah (swt). In 
each of their Books there is mention of this Final Message that Allah (swt) will send. For example 
in both the Tawrah and the Injeel it is clearly mentioned that the Final Messenger will come to 
Arabia and even his name and his descriptions are clearly spelled out in these books. Of course 
the enemies of this Message have seen to it that these verses are removed from these Books. 

But at the time when the Prophet (saw) was sent, these verses were to be found in both the 
Tawrah and the Injeel. These verses were so clear that Allah (swt) tells us how they recognized 
the Prophet (saw) even better than they recognized their own sons. This was how clear the Signs 
were and this was how certain they were that this Message was indeed from Allah (swt). But 
they did kufr to these Signs; they hid and covered these Signs that they knew were the Truth. 

Another of the Signs of this Message that they did kufr to was the Quran itself. They all 
knew that the Quran was a Miracle from Allah (swt). They all knew that they could not even 
produce one Surah like the Surahs of the Quran. They all knew that the Quran was at a level 
where it was impossible for them to even try and imitate it. They all knew that the Quran was at 
the peak of the Arabic language. They all knew that every ayah in the Quran had the most deep 
and profound of meanings but was still communicated in the most eloquent and beautiful of 
presentations. They all knew that the Quran had narrations of the past that the Prophet (saw) 
could not possibly have known about. 
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Another of the Signs of this Message that they did kufr to was the Prophet (saw) himself. 
When the Prophet (saw) arrived in Madinah, it was already abundantly clear that this man had to 
be a Messenger from Allah (swt). Just look here was a man who had been only a simple 
merchant for most of his life. He (saw) did not even know how to read and write. He (saw) never 
composed poetry and he (saw) never participated in the famous poetry contests in Makkah. He 
(saw) never had any power or influence over the people before this nor was he (saw) ever 
known to seek such power. On the contrary he (saw) had to rely on others like his uncle and his 
wife for support. But after Allah (swt) gave him (saw) the Quran and made him (saw) as the 
Messenger, you can see a man who raised a revolutionary movement that completely challenged 
the status quo of the society in which it was. The people who joined the movement of the 
Prophet (saw) were willing to give up their lives and everything that they had to support the 
Message that he (saw) had been sent with. They went through all kinds of torture and suffering 
to support the dawah of the Prophet (saw). Do you think any normal human being could have 
this kind of power and influence over the people? Do you think that any normal human being 
would have so many people who were willing to die for him? Not only that, but look at the 
success that the dawah of the Prophet (saw) had. In the lifetime of the Prophet (saw) itself, this 
Message had already dominated the entire Arabian Peninsula. Every single tribe in the Peninsula, 
many of whom before the Message were bitter enemies, joined together under the flag of the 
Prophet (saw). In less than ten years the Islamic State had already gained dominion over the 
entire Arabian Peninsula and it was already threatening to conquer the powerful Roman and 
Persian Empires. Never in the history of mankind had a political power established itself so 
quickly and had gained such dominion and influence so quickly. Even the Western historians 
would agree that the conquests of the Islamic State are unparalleled in human history. Do you 
seriously believe that an illiterate merchant would be capable of all of this? Do you think that a 
simple book could have transformed a people like this? That is why many scholars have said that 
if the only sign that Allah (swt) ever gave us to prove that this Message was true was the life of 
the Prophet (saw), then this would have been enough. Study the Seerah and see for yourself. 
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Another of the Signs that the Jews and Christians did kufr to was the fact that this 
Message called to the Oneness of Allah (swt). Islam is the only creed that calls on us to believe in 
what the world around us also shows us. The world around us clearly points to the Existence of a 
Creator and Sustainer Who is One, Who has complete Power and Authority over everything in the 
universe and Who is unlike anything else in the creation. The Aqeedah of Islam is the only creed 
that presents Allah (swt) in such a way. Every other religion has been corrupted in some way and 
they all attribute to Allah (swt) some weakness or some flaw that is not befitting Him (swt). Only 
Islam presents the Creator as Unique and Perfect with absolutely no weaknesses or flaws 
whatsoever. Is this not how the Creator and Sustainer of the universe should be? So just the fact 
that this Message presents Allah (swt) as we know Him (swt) from the universe around us shows 
us that this Message is the Truth. This is just one of the many signs that the Jews and Christians 
did kufr to. They recognized this Truth but they still turned away from it. 

So Allah (swt) asks the Jews and Christians as to why they do kufr to all of these signs? 
Why do they do kufr to the Signs of Allah (swt)? These are the Signs of Allah (swt) and the Signs 
of Allah (swt) are clearer than night and day. So why would they reject these signs that they are 
certain is the Truth? Of course the answer to this question is obvious. But the answer is also so 
surprising that the question has to be asked again and again. They did kufr to the Signs of Allah 
(swt) for no other reason other than their own pride and arrogance and their love for this world. 
This was the reason why they rejected this Message that had come to them from their Creator. 
Many of the Jews were too proud to follow a prophet who came from the Arabs. They had always 
seen the Arabs as a people who were less than they were. They always thought of themselves as 
better than the Arabs. So when Allah (swt) raised the Final Messenger from among the Arabs 
they could not bring themselves to follow to him (saw). They saw themselves to be better than 
that. They cared more about themselves and their ego than submitting to Allah (swt). Similarly 
many of the Jews and many of the Christians were in love with the life of this world. They were 
in love with the pleasures of this world. They wanted to satisfy their lusts and their desires with 
the things of this world and they did not want anything to check or restrict the gratification of 
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their desires. They cared more about satisfying their lusts than they cared about Allah (swt). 
These are the two main reasons as to why they did kufr to the Signs of Allah (swt). Their pride 
and their desires. Are these two reasons valid reasons for turning away from Allah (swt) and for 
doing kufr to the Message that He (swt) sent? Of course not. You should not have any pride 
because you are a worthless and useless creature. You are nothing but a container for 
contaminated and foul smelling things. It is only by dedicating your life to Allah (swt) do you as 
a creation have any meaning or purpose to your existence. Otherwise you are worse than a 
cockroach or a weed both of which have already dedicated themselves to Allah (swt). Similarly 
the pleasures of this world that are short lived and fleeting are nothing when compared to Allah 
(swt). The Eternal and the Self-Subsisting. The Majestic and the Real. What are the fleeting 
pleasures of this world when compared to Allah (swt)? How can you even compare Allah (swt) 
with the fleeting pleasures of this world? Have you thought about Who Allah (swt) IS? Have you 
then thought about what this world is? How then can you even compare? So Allah (swt) 
questions the People of the Book as to why they have done kufr to His (swt)'s Signs. They have 
done kufr to this Message because of their pride and because of their love for this world. The 
answer to this question is so surprising that the question needs to be asked again and again. 

In the second part of this ayah Allah (swt) says "when Allah is a Witness over what 
you do". Not only do they do kufr to the Signs of Allah (swt) but they do kufr to the Signs of 
Allah (swt) while they themselves are aware that Allah (swt) is a Witness over what they do. Who 
is a better Witness than Allah (swt)? Allah (swt) Sees everything and He (swt) Hears everything. 
There is nothing that escapes Him (swt). So how can these people do kufr to His Signs when 
they know that He (swt) is a Witness over what they do? Do they not know that Allah (swt) is 
Seeing them reject this Message that He (swt) has sent to them? Do they not realize that they 
will one Day return to Him (swt) and that He (swt) will hold them to account for all that they 
have done? Do they not realize that their eternity is completely up to Him (swt)? Even a small 
child would not be so foolish as to do evil while it is being witnessed, these people however are 
even more foolish than that. 
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We as an Ummah cannot see this ayah only as a criticism of the People of the Book but 
we must see that there is an important lesson in it for us as well. Are we as an Ummah also not 
guilty of doing kufr to the Signs of Allah (swt) just like the Jews and Christians have done? Have 
we as an Ummah truly pondered over these Signs so that we can reach true certainty through 
them? Have we made the effort to learn the Arabic language so that we can truly taste the 
Miracle of the Quran? Have we studied the life of the Prophet (saw) in detail so that we ourselves 
can see that what he (saw) did was only capable by the Messenger of Allah (swt)? Have we 
pondered over the Signs of Allah (swt) that are in the universe all around us so that we can see 
how the Quran is a mirror of the universe and how the universe is a mirror for the Quran. Or are 
we, like the Jews and Christians, too busy chasing after the pleasures of this world? Have we 
allowed our desires and the quest to satisfy our desires distract us from Allah (swt) just like they 
have done? Have we also become so proud of ourselves and so full of ourselves that we think 
that we are better than being a slave of Allah (swt)? In all of these ways and more are we not 
just as guilty as the Jews and Christians of doing to kufr to the Signs of Allah (swt)? May Allah 
(swt) save us from ourselves! May Allah (swt) always help us to remember that He (swt) is a 
Witness over us! May Allah (swt) give us the enabling grace to ponder over His (swt)'s Signs and 
come closer to Him (swt) through them! 
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100. Say "O People of the Book, why do you hinder from the Path of Allah the one 
who believes, you seek to make it crooked while you are a witness. And Allah is not 
unaware of what you do". 

In the previous ayah Allah (swt) told us to ask the Jews and Christians as to why they did 
kufr to His Signs when they themselves knew that He (swt) was a Witness over them. They knew 
that Allah (swt) was a Witness over them and still they covered and hid the Signs that He (swt) 
had sent to them. They denied and rejected the countless Signs that Allah (swt) had given them 
to show them that this Message is indeed the Truth from Him (swt). In this ayah Allah (swt) 
shows us how their evil does not end there. Once again we have to remind ourselves that these 
ayahs are not speaking about all Jews and Christians. It is only speaking about those who know 
that this Message is the Truth and who knowingly reject it and then they seek to destroy it. They 
know that this Message has been sent to them by their Creator and still they are trying to destroy 
it. These are the evil people whom Allah (swt) tells us about in these ayahs. 

Allah (swt) commands the Prophet (saw) and the Muslims to say in this ayah "O People 
of the Book, why do you hinder from the Path of Allah the one who believes". Why are 
they hindering the believers from the Path of Allah (swt)? Why are they trying to take the ones 
who have believed in this Message that Allah (swt) has sent away from their Rabb? We should 
know that these Jews and the Christians have been trying to take the Muslims away from their 
Din since the days of the Prophet (saw). For example the scholars tell us that this ayah was 
revealed when an old Jew saw some of the Muslims sitting together in a brotherly circle. The 
Muslims were sitting together and making dhikr of Allah (swt), they were glorifying Allah (swt). 
These very Muslims used to be mortal enemies before the Prophet (saw) came. Some of them 
were from the tribe of the Aws and some were from the tribe of the Khazaraj. As we know before 
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Islam came, these two tribes were bitter enemies and they were always fighting each other. But 
after Islam, they became Muslims and they were united in the brotherhood of this Din. They 
were united in the worship and servitude of Allah (swt). Now this Jew hated to see the Muslims 
united in this way, he knew that these Muslims and their Din represented a threat to the power 
and control that his people had over Madinah. So he sent one of the Jewish youths to sit with 
these Muslims in their circle. He told the youth to remind these Muslims of the days of the past. 
The days of ignorance, the days when they used to be enemies with each other. When the youth 
did this, the Muslims soon started arguing with each other. Their hatred for each other from the 
days of ignorance was flared within themselves. They were reminded of how they used to be 
enemies. Soon the Muslims started arguing and shouting at each other, bringing up old 
grievances and hatred that they had for each other. It came to the point where they almost drew 
their swords on each other. Had the Prophet (saw) not come and diffused the situation, you 
would have seen Muslims fighting against Muslims, you would have seen one Muslim shedding 
the blood of another Muslim. Muslims who only a few moments ago had just been sitting 
together and remembering Allah (swt) together would have been killing themselves. All of this 
because of one old Jew. This is what these people who want to destroy Islam have been doing 
since the days of the Prophet (saw). So how much greater must be their plots today when they 
are all united in their efforts to destroy Islam? This was the plan concocted by one old Jew and it 
had such devastating results that the Muslim were almost fighting each other. Now think about 
all of the think tanks that the enemies of this Message have. Think about the plots that they are 
hatching to destroy this Message. So you should realize that both the Jews and the Christians 
have been trying for ages now to destroy this Message that Allah (swt) has sent. They have 
never ceased or let up in their efforts to destroy this Din. They have used every plot and every 
plan that they could possibly think of. This is why Allah (swt) commands us to ask them as to 
why they are trying to hinder the one who believes from the Path of Allah (swt). Why are they 
trying to take the believers away from Allah (swt)? 
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The answer to this question is simple but once again it is so surprising that it needs to be 
asked again and again. These Jews and Christians have basically abandoned their religion. The 
intellectuals from among them knew from the beginning that there was no truth to their beliefs. 
They knew that Allah (swt) could not have a son like the Christian creed says and they knew that 
Allah (swt) was not a limited creature with human attributes like the Jewish creed says. They 
knew that the creeds of their respective religions were false and so they completely abandoned 
their religions. Religion for them became something emotional meant only for the weak minded 
among them. Religion was only meant when someone passed away or as an excuse to collect 
money for a good cause. So the intellectuals among them abandoned their religion and left it to 
the weak minded and the commoners. Instead of their religion they set up a system of life that 
completely denied Allah (swt). They called this system of life "Secularism" and they said that in 
this system every human was free to believe what they want but their belief had no place in the 
society. They said that the worship and servitude of Allah (swt) could not affect the society in 
any way. The worship of god in their minds was only confined to the places of worship. 

Everything else was under the dominion of man and man was free to do therein whatsoever he 
pleased. Man was free to bring any law that he pleased. Man was free to satisfy his lusts and his 
desires in any way that he wanted. He did not have to answer to Allah (swt) for anything that he 
did. Recall how we said that the reason why they turned away from this Message was because of 
their pride and their desires. In place of this Din, they have set up a world order that satisfies 
both of these. They are now the legislators instead of Allah (swt), and so they can satisfy their 
desires in any way that they want. So they set up a corrupt world order that allows them to 
satisfy all of their lusts and desires. A world order where man is free to do whatever his lusts and 
passions incline him to do. A world order where the rich can keep all of the wealth for themselves 
without having to share it with others. This world order has now existed for hundreds of years. 
While it has brought pleasure and wealth for a few people, it has also caused unimaginable 
suffering and deprivation for millions. This is because this is a world order where the human 
being thinks that the purpose of his life is to satisfy his desires. So he is willing to do anything to 


357 



satisfy his lusts and his greed. He is willing to cause unspeakable injustice and suffering only so 
that he can get as much as he can from material pleasures of this world. If you do not realize the 
pain and suffering that this world is in then look at this picture. This is the kind of world that has 
been created because man has turned away from Allah (swt). This is the kind of world that exists 
without the Islamic State. 



358 






This picture shows the grief and suffering that this world is in now. This picture is just one 
example of the suffering that so many human souls are going through all over the world. This is 
a reality that most of the people in the West are completely ignorant of. They are not aware that 
this is happening to much of their brothers and sisters in humanity. 

This is the world that the current world order has created. A world where man lives only 
for himself. A world where man is heedless of Allah (swt). A world order where the rich have 
everything and the poor have nothing. The only threat to this world order is Islam. Islam is the 
only beacon of light that the world has to take mankind out of the darkness that they are in. 

Islam is all that can save humanity from the ocean of grief and suffering it is now drowning in. 
The world leaders and the intellectuals of the West know this. This is why they are trying to 
destroy this Din that Allah (swt) has sent as a Mercy for all mankind. They want to keep this 
Mercy away from mankind. They want all of the riches and wealth of this earth for themselves. 
They do not want to share it with others. They especially do not want to share it with those 
whom they think are less than them like the Muslims and the blacks. So they would allow 
something like this to happen to thousands of children all over the world just so that they can 
have their caviar dinners, their sports cars, their supermodel prostitutes, their high-rise hotels, 
and their private jets. They would drown themselves in luxuries and extravagance while the rest 
of the world is in poverty and need. They want everything for themselves and they do not want 
others to have anything. They do not want to be satisfied with a simple roof over their head and 
a simple meal like bread and dates. They want everything for themselves. They know that Islam 
is the only threat to their corrupt way of life and that is why they will do anything to destroy it. 
They also know that the strength of Islam comes from the Muslims and that is why they are 
striving to take the believers away from their Din. 

Allah (swt) then says, "you seek to make it crooked". How are they trying to destroy 
Islam? They tried in the past to destroy Islam with material force and they failed. All of the 
Crusades that they launched in the Middle Ages are a testament to this fact. They know that they 
cannot destroy Islam with material power. They know that even if they have larger armies with 
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superior technologies, they cannot defeat the Muslim who holds fast to Allah (swt). Their only 
hope in destroying Islam is to remove the correct understanding of Islam from the minds of the 
Muslim. This is what they have tried recently and this is where they have had some success. 

They convinced the Muslims that the Law of Allah (swt) was not applicable for "modern" times. 
They said that Islam was for the past and that it cannot be implemented correctly in the modern 
world. Because they were able to inject this kind of thinking into some of the fools who used to 
be our rulers they were able to slowly but surely introduce Western laws and concepts into the 
Islamic State. When they did this then they were finally able to make some progress. If we study 
our history we can see that the more that the Muslims moved away from Islam, the weaker they 
became. The more that we moved away from Islam the more that the enemies of this Message 
were able to conquer our lands. The more that we moved away from Islam the more we lost our 
unity. It became so bad that in the early 1900s there was very little of the Law of Allah (swt) left 
in the Islamic State. That was when the State was completely overrun by her enemies and for 
the first time in 1400 years the flag of the Prophet (saw) did not fly over this earth. May Allah 
(swt) rescue this Ummah from that dark day! 

So notice how Allah (swt) describes these Jews and Christians in this ayah as seeking to 
drive the believers away from His (swt)'s way and seeking to make it crooked. That is exactly 
what they have done. They have taken the Muslims away from Islam and they have altered the 
understanding of Islam in the minds of the Muslims. Muslims today no longer see this Din as a 
way of life for our community. Muslims today have lost faith in the Quran and Sunnah as a 
source of guidance for our nation and as a manual of solutions to our problems. We would rather 
live our lives by the laws of kufr and by the thoughts and concepts of kufr. This is all part of a 
deliberate design. 

Even today these people are continuing in their efforts to move the Muslims away from 
their Din. They know that if they can take the Muslims away from Islam, then we are not a threat 
for them. They know that if they can keep the Muslim world divided into puppet states that rule 
by the law of man then the Islamic State will never return to challenge them again. So they 
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continue to fund so called "Muslim scholars" to go in front of the Muslims and tell them that there 
is no such thing as the Islamic State. They say that Islam is only spiritual and that it has no 
political component to it. They say that Islam must be confined to the masjid and the Law of 
Allah (swt) should not rule over the people. They say that we as Muslims must be content living 
in a world where the Muslims are divided along nationalistic lines and where the great sins such 
as interest, adultery, drugs and alcohol, and women walking uncovered are rampant in our lands. 
They say that we must do nothing while our brothers are being killed, our sisters are being raped 
and our children are starving. They want us to become just like them. They want us to think that 
there is no difference between us and them. They want us to chase after the pleasures of this 
world like they have done. They want us to forget about Allah (swt) like they have done. They 
introduce concepts such as individualism and freedoms into the minds of our children. These 
concepts basically say that you are the most important person in the world and that all that 
should matter is making you happy. How different is this from the Aqeedah of Islam which says 
that Allah (swt) is the One Who is the most important and all that should matter is making Him 
(swt) pleased? Even the ideology of Secularism itself is the exact opposite of the Aqeedah of 
Islam. If Islam is the day then Secularism is the night. Secularism says that Allah (swt) should 
have no place in the life of man while Islam says that man should live only to please Allah (swt). 
Secularism says that there is no absolute truth and Islam says that it is the Truth. So these two 
are as different as night and day. Even when the French outlawed the hijab for our sisters, their 
reasoning was that they needed to defend Secularism. Do not be surprised when similar laws are 
passed in other Western countries and soon in Muslim countries as well. Some Muslims may even 
believe Secularism to be a blessing because it supposedly gives us "religious freedom", but in 
reality it is the greatest enemy that this Din has ever had. So we see that the West has a creed 
and a world order that is the opposite of Islam and many in the West are trying night and day to 
destroy Islam. They are trying day and night to force their corrupt belief and their corrupt way of 
life down the throats of the Muslims. Are you then going to continue to sleep while they do this? 
How then can you answer Allah (swt) on the Day of Judgment? 
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In the next part of the ayah Allah (swt) says, "while you are a witness". Here Allah 
(swt) shows us how they know that this Message is the Truth. They are certain beyond the 
shadow of a doubt that this Message is indeed from Allah (swt). They are so sure that Allah (swt) 
describes them here as witnesses to this fact. But despite their certainty as to the Truth of this 
Message, they are still plotting night and day in order to destroy it. They are plotting and 
planning day and night to destroy this Message that Allah (swt) has sent as a guidance and 
Mercy to all mankind. They are plotting and planning day and night to take the believers away 
from the Path of Allah (swt). The Path of worship and servitude to Allah (swt) in order to seek 
His (swt)'s Pleasure. The Path that all mankind was created to walk on. So because they are a 
witness to the Truth of this Message, then they have no excuse in front of Allah (swt) for the evil 
that they have done. They themselves have witnessed that this Message is the Truth and they 
are still trying to destroy it. How evil are such people? 

Finally Allah (swt) ends this ayah by saying "And Allah is not unaware of what you 
do". Just look at the evil that these people have done. First they have turned away from the One 
Who created them and the One Who sustains them for every second of their existence. Then 
they have rejected the Message that He (swt) has sent them, they have rejected the Message 
even after they have seen the Clear Signs and they are certain that this Message is indeed from 
Him (swt). Then they have set up a world order that only feeds their lusts and desires and which 
causes unimaginable suffering to the rest of humanity. Then they have plotted and planned day 
and night to destroy this Message that Allah (swt) has sent for the guidance of mankind. This 
Message that calls on mankind to return to the purpose for which they were created. They have 
tried every way that they can possibly think of to destroy this Message. They will even kill and 
torture in unimaginable ways those sincere servants of Allah (swt) who work to bring back this 
Din. Their evil truly knows no end. All of the ink in this world is not enough to write all of the evil 
that these people have done. When they have done all of this then what is the one thing that 
they should know? What is the one thing that they should always remember? They should know 
and they should remember that "Allah is not unaware of what you do". Allah (swt) Knows 
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well all that they do. There is not one evil act that they do that Allah (swt) does not know about. 
Allah (swt) Knows well the evil that is in their hearts, and He (swt) Knows well the evil actions 
that evil heart spawns. Allah (swt) is not unaware of anything that they do, and one Day soon 
they will return to Him (swt). Then Allah (swt) will pay them back in full for all that they have 
done. What kind of a payment do you think they have earned for themselves for their evil? 

Once again we cannot think that this part of the ayah is only referring to the enemies of 
this Message but we must think that it refers to us as well. We all know that it is an obligation 
upon us to work to bring back Islam. If we ignore this obligation then we have to remember that 
Allah (swt) is not unaware of what we do. If we choose to sleep while this Ummah dies then we 
have to remember that Allah (swt) is not unaware of what we do. If we choose to keep silent 
while the flag of the Prophet (saw) does not fly over our land then we have to remember that 
Allah (swt) is not ignorant of what we do. If we choose the life of this world over Allah (swt), 
then we have to remember that He (swt) is not unaware of what we do. Rather we have to 
always remind ourselves that Allah (swt) is Aware of all that we do. Allah (swt) is Aware of every 
good deed that we do and He (swt) is Aware of every bad deed that we do. Allah (swt) Knows 
our hearts and He (swt) Knows the sincerity that is in our hearts to please Him (swt). Allah (swt) 
created us to worship and serve Him (swt) and He (swt) is Aware of how well we fulfill the 
purpose of our creation. For every moment of our lives Allah (swt) is Aware of how well we 
fulfilled the purpose of our creation. One Day soon, we will also return to Him (swt) and He (swt) 
will judge us for each and every one of our actions. May Allah (swt) give us the enabling grace to 
do all that we can to prepare for that Day! May Allah (swt) Know from us only that which is 
pleasing to Him (swt)! May Allah (swt) return this Din of Mercy to all mankind once again! 

All praise and thanks belongs to Allah (swt), our tafsir of the first part Surah Imran 

ends here. 

Please look for part two on Quran-Tafsir.org Insha Allah 


363 



Quran- c Tafsir. org 

Surah JiCe-Imran 

(part 2 (j4.yaHs 101-201) 



Jl6cfur Pafieem Jls-SaranSi 







=<JI 


lii- \}\' * 

l j^y 1 (>? 


'j* 




oi 


m -i 

I jJwC I 


0^ 


jJI 


•f '■'• 

-- IV I w- 



101. O you who believe, if you follow a part of the ones who were given the Book 
they would turn you into Kafiroon after your Iman. 

Recall from the previous part of our tafsir Surah Imran how we ended speaking about 
the enemies of this Message from among the People of the Book. We talked about how they 
were plotting day and night to take us away from Allah (swt). We talked about how they see 
Islam as a threat to the current world order and how they are plotting and planning with every 
plot and with every plan that they can think of to destroy this Message that Allah (swt) has sent 
as a Mercy for all mankind. We talked about how their onslaught now has been directed at the 
minds of the Muslims. They want to change our perception of Islam saw that we no longer see it 
as an ideology that can be implemented in the society. They want to make us lose our 
confidence in Islam to solve the problems of mankind. They even want to put doubts in our 
hearts so that we lose our Iman. This is how they want to take us away from Allah (swt). This is 
how they want to make the Straight Path crooked. So we as Muslims need to recognize that we 
are the ones who are the most vulnerable to their plots and plans. We are the ones who need to 
take the steps to protect ourselves and our youth from them. In this ayah Allah (swt) tells us 
what will be our fate if we do not. Allah (swt) tells us what will be our fate if we should follow 
these enemies of our Din. Read this ayah to yourself again and again, and see how relevant the 
Book of Allah (swt) is today as it was throughout the generations of our Ummah. All the way 
back to the time of the Prophet (saw). 
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Allah (swt) says "O you who believe, if you follow a part of the ones who were 
given the Book they would turn you into Kafiroon after your Iman". This is what will be 
our fate if we were to follow the enemies of this Message. They will turn us into Kafiroon just like 
they are. They will turn us into Kafiroon after our Iman. They will turn us into the ones who deny 
this Message that Allah (swt) has sent. They will make us reject this Message after our having 
believed in it. How displeased then do you think that Allah (swt) will be with us if we should do 
that? Can you even imagine going back to Allah (swt) on the Day of Judgment with kufr in your 
heart after He (swt) had placed Iman in your heart? How displeased with you would He (swt) be? 
Recall from the previous ayahs how we said that the people who do leave Islam after having 
entered it are the one who have the curse of Allah (swt) on them? Can you imagine what it is like 
to be cursed by Allah (swt)? It is so frightening that you should not even want to think about it. 
May Allah (swt) save us and our families from it! 

So being turned into Kafiroon after having Iman is something that we should all be 
terrified of. We must never think that this is something that we will never happen to us. There is 
a very real possibility that this will happen to all of us. This is especially true for those of us who 
are living in the West. We are surrounded by kufr on all sides. The ideas and the concepts of kufr 
are all around us. In the media, in the advertisements, in the music, and even in the speech of 
the people. These people were raised with the thinking that you must live your life to serve 
yourself instead of living your life to serve Allah (swt). In fact they are a people who have 
become completely heedless of Allah (swt). One of them could go through an entire day without 
remembering Allah (swt) once. Can you ever imagine that happening to you? So how then can 
you not expect them to take you away from Allah (swt)? Can you ever imagine being so heedless 
of your Lord. Even those among them who appear to be your friends, even those among them 
who sincerely may be trying to be your friends. Just because of the fact that they themselves 
have turned away from Allah (swt). Just because of the fact that they themselves are heedless of 
Allah (swt). This is enough for them to turn you away from Allah (swt), even if it is done 
unintentionally. By their thinking, by their behavior, by their words. In one way or another, it will 
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have an effect on you. Slowly but surely they will make you remember Allah (swt) less. Slowly 
but surely they will take you away from Allah (swt). So for those of us who are living in this world 
of kufr, we should always be afraid of losing our Iman. We should strive to the best of our ability 
to hold on to our Iman, and we should always pray to Allah (swt) to guide us. As much as 
possible we should try to surround ourselves with the people who remember Allah (swt) much. 
We should be aware of the ideas and the concepts in this society that are not compatible with 
Islam. Ideas such as personal freedoms, secularism, individualism, democracy and similar ideas 
that conflict with what we believe. We should be careful not to adopt these ideas in any way and 
we should protect our children from them as well. We should remember that all that matters for 
us is the worship and servitude of Allah (swt)! We should remember that we live only to please 
Allah (swt). May Allah (swt) guide us and guide all the sincere Muslims! May Allah (swt) save us 
and may He (swt) save this Ummah from the enemies of this Message who are trying to take us 
away from Him (swt)! 

Sayyid Qutb tells us in his tafsir of this ayah that in addition to this ayah being a warning 
for individual Muslims not to follow the ways of Jews and Christians, it is also a warning to our 
community as a whole not to follow the ways of the nations who have turned away from Allah 
(swt). Remember that we are the nation that Allah (swt) has raised for the guidance of mankind. 
We are the nation whom Allah (swt) has made into the middle most and the best of nations so 
that we can carry His (swt)'s Message to mankind. How then can we be the leaders of mankind 
when we ourselves are following and copying the ways of others? If we abandon Islam for the 
systems of the West, then we ourselves have conceded that there is something wrong with Islam 
and we have admitted that what the West has to offer us is better. We are saying that the 
systems of man are better than the Divine System of Allah (swt). We are saying that we are 
better off copying the errant ways of the ones whom Allah (swt) sent us to correct and guide. 
When we adopt political systems such as Democracy and when we adopt economic systems such 
as Capitalism this is in essence what we are saying. We are saying that we prefer the ways of the 
enemies of Allah (swt) to the way that He (swt) has legislated for us. Can you imagine how 
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displeased Allah (swt) would be with us if we were to adopt such a way of thinking? May Allah 
(swt) save us from that! May Allah (swt) help us to remember that our nation is the example that 
must be followed and that we must never follow the ways of others! 

Sayyid Qutb also tells us how fearful the first generation of Muslims were of falling into 
kufr. They knew the reality of what this meant. They knew that this meant that they were 
literally throwing themselves into a raging Fire after Allah (swt) had opened for them a way to 
the Garden. Would any sane person do this? Would any people with half a mind throw 
themselves into the Fire? Of course not. But realize now that if we as individuals or if we as a 
nation leave the way that Allah (swt) has given us for the ways of those who have forgotten Him 
(swt) then this is exactly what we are doing. We are trading the Garden for the Fire. We are 
trading Mercy for punishment. So you see that it is not only essential for our salvation in this 
world, and the salvation of mankind in this world, but it also essential for our salvation in the 
Flereafter and the salvation of mankind in the Flereafter that we hold on fast to Islam and we 
never allow the enemies of this Message to take us away from Allah (swt). May Allah (swt) give 
us the enabling grace to save ourselves and save mankind from the raging Fire! May Allah (swt) 
guide us and guide our families and guide all of the sincere Muslims away from the plots and 
machinations of the enemies of this Message! May Allah (swt) allow the Light of Truth to shine 
through all of the darkness of falsehood and lies that they have created! May Allah (swt) allow us 
to see Islam as it is and to always think of it as the only Din with which we can live! May Allah 
(swt) answer our prayer, we as an Ummah cannot survive without Him (swt)! 
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102. And how can you do kufr when you unto you are being recited the Signs of Allah 
and among you is His Messenger, and whoever holds fast firmly to Allah then surely 
he is guided to the Straight Path. 

In the previous ayah Allah (swt) told us what would be our fate if we followed the 
enemies of this Message from among the People of the Book. Allah (swt) told us clearly how they 
would take us to kufr after our Iman. We have to remind ourselves at this point that this ayah 
was originally revealed to the Prophet (saw) and the Sahabah in Madinah. Although the meaning 
of this ayah is just as true today as it was back then, this ayah was originally revealed concerning 
the plot of some of the Jews in Madinah to take the Muslims away from their Din. The plots and 
plans of these Jews were so great that some Muslims did lean towards them. Some of the 
Muslims did incline towards them. Some of the Muslims actually started to believe what these 
Jews were saying. In this ayah Allah (swt) responds to such thinking from the Muslims. 

Allah (swt) begins this ayah by saying "And how can you do kufr when you unto 
you are being recited the Signs of Allah and among you is His Messenger". In this ayah 
Allah (swt) is addressing the Muslims who were with the Prophet (saw). He (swt) is asking them 
as to how they could possibly do kufr when His (swt)'s Signs were being recited onto them and 
His (swt)'s Messenger was with them. The scholars say that this ayah was revealed concerning 
the instigation of the Jews to cause divisions among the Muslims. We know that in the very early 
years most of the Muslims in the Islamic State were the Ansar from Madinah. Among the Ansar 
there were those from the tribe of Aws and there were those from the tribe of Khazaraj. As we 
know these two tribes used to be bitter enemies before they received this Message from Allah 
(swt). But once they had received the Message they were united as brothers in Islam. Now the 
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Jews in Madinah hated to see this sight. On the one hand the Jews were jealous but more 
importantly, the Jews saw Islam as a threat to their power and control over Madinah. These Jews 
had become very wealthy with the battles that the Aws and Khazaraj used to have with each 
other. They financed each side and they instigated each side to fight. Now that Allah (swt) had 
united these two tribes they knew that they could no longer do this. So they saw Islam as 
coming to take away all of their wealth and all of their power. That is why they tried to create 
divisions among the Muslims. They reminded both the Muslims who used to be from the tribe of 
Aws and the Muslims who used to be from the tribe of Khazaraj of the days of the past when 
they were enemies. Some of the Muslims allowed themselves to be affected by these words of 
the Jews, and they started arguing with each other. The situation soon got worse that the 
Muslims were almost going to fight each other. Only the intervention of the Prophet (saw) 
prevented bloodshed between the Muslims. It was then that Allah (swt) revealed this ayah. 

Notice how the Muslims did not actually commit kufr in that they did not reject this 
Message, but what they did is that they started fighting amongst themselves. But Allah (swt) 
refers to such an act as kufr in this ayah. This shows us the enormity of the sin of Muslims 
fighting with each other. For one Muslim to raise up arms against another Muslim, or even for 
Muslim to break the bonds of brotherhood with another Muslims is an action that is most 
displeasing to Allah (swt). It is so displeasing to Allah (swt) that Fie (swt) refers to it here as an 
act of kufr. So this is something that we must strive to avoid at all costs. We should try to love all 
of our Muslim brothers and sisters for the sake of Allah (swt). Even if Shaitan may put some ill 
feelings in your heart towards one of your Muslim brothers, you must still strive to love him for 
the sake of Allah (swt). When you make this effort sincerely for the sake of Allah (swt), then 
Insha Allah you can be sure that Fie (swt) will be pleased with you. Remember that you have 
been placed on this earth only to please Allah (swt) and not to win arguments and debates with 
your Muslim brothers. As long as you are making your best effort to reach this goal then it does 
not matter what others may do to you or what they may think of you. All that you should care 
about is pleasing Him (swt). 
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There are two reasons that Allah (swt) gives in this ayah as to why the Muslims should 
never make kufr. The first is that the Signs of Allah (swt) are being recited onto them. This of 
course refers to the ayahs of the Quran. How can you possibly make kufr when the Quran is 
being recited to you and every ayah of the Quran is a Sign that it is indeed from Allah (swt)? We 
are not like the Jews and Christians in that we have lost the Book that was revealed to us by 
Allah (swt). We still have the Book that was revealed to us. We have it in the original form in 
which it was revealed, not even one letter in this Book has been changed. We have it in our 
books and we have it in our hearts just as the angel recited it onto the heart of our beloved 
(saw). So how then can we possibly do kufr? How then can we even incline away from this Din 
when we have the Book of Allah (swt) with us and its ayahs are being recited onto us? 

The second reason that Allah (swt) cites as to why we should not even incline towards 
kufr is that the Messenger of Allah (swt) is with us. Now you may think that this was true only for 
the Sahabah. They were the ones who had the Prophet (saw) with them. But every ayah of the 
Quran has a benefit for every Muslim who seeks guidance from it until the Day of Judgment. So 
there is truth in this part of the ayah for us as well. In a way the Prophet (saw) is still with us as 
well. He (saw) is not with us in the literal sense of the word, it is a very important part of our 
Aqeedah to believe that he (saw) was only a human being and that he (saw) has now passed 
away. So the Prophet (saw) is not literally with us, we cannot call out to him (saw) in prayer. But 
the Prophet (saw) is with us in that his Sunnah and his way of life are still with us. The Sahabah 
were careful to document and remember every minute detail of the life of the Prophet (saw). 
They observed what he (saw) did very closely and they recorded for us in detail every aspect of 
his (saw)'s life. They (may Allah (swt) be pleased with all of them) knew that the Prophet (saw) 
was sent to be a model for all of mankind to emulate. Because of this they themselves observed 
and emulated him (saw) in every way and they passed on what they learned to their children. At 
every moment of his (saw)'s life they observed what he (saw) did, what he (saw) said and what 
he (saw) kept silent about. All of this has been preserved even to our day because of the 
dedication and efforts of the Sahabah, and of those who followed them, and of the righteous 
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scholars of our Ummah. So we have with us the entire life of the Prophet (saw). We have with us 
every detail on he (saw) lived. When we implement what we have of the Sunnah of the Prophet 
(saw) in our own lives, then in a way he (saw) is still with us. We are aware of him (saw) and we 
remember him (saw) every time we do an action following his (saw)'s Sunnah. So how then can 
we even incline towards kufr when the Prophet (saw) is still with us? When we have the beautiful 
example of the life of the Prophet (saw) with us, the life of a man who remembered and served 
Allah (swt) at every moment of his (saw)'s life, how then can we even incline towards kufr? 

So one lesson that we can take from this part of the ayah is to see the great importance 
of following the Sunnah and adhering to the Sunnah in all aspects of our lives. When we strive to 
live according to the Sunnah at every moment of our lives we are showing how we live a life that 
is different from the ones who do kufr. We live a life of constant remembrance of Allah (swt) by 
following His (swt)'s Messenger (saw). As we live this life, we are reminding ourselves that we 
are different from the people who do not remember Allah (swt). We are reminding ourselves that 
our way is different from their way. Insha Allah if we strive to live this kind of life then it might 
prevent us from inclining towards their way. It might prevent us from falling into kufr after Iman 
has entered our hearts. Living according to the Sunnah is something that many Muslims have 
trivialized in our days. Many brothers think that it is enough for them only to do the actions that 
are obligatory and that the Sunnah is not all that important. Here we see how wrong such 
thinking. When we live our lives according to the Sunnah, that is how the Prophet (saw) is with 
us. When we live our lives according to the Sunnah, that is how we can save ourselves from the 
society of kufr that we find ourselves drowning in. May Allah (swt) give us the enabling grace to 
imitate His (swt)'s beloved (saw) at every moment of our lives! May Allah (swt) help us to learn 
as many ahadith of the Prophet (saw) as we can! 

In the second part of this ayah Allah (swt) says "and whoever holds fast firmly to 
Allah then surely he is guided to the Straight Path". What does it mean to do kufr? In 
essence it means to turn away from Allah (swt). Allah (swt) created us to know Him (swt), to 
remember Him (swt) and to worship and serve Him (swt). When we do kufr, we are in essence 
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turning away from this purpose of our creation. So the only in which we can save ourselves from 
falling into kufr is to hold fast to Allah (swt). This means that we have to strive to remember 
Allah (swt) at every moment of our lives. Allah (swt) is with us, for every moment of our lives 
Allah (swt) is with us. We only have to strive to remember this fact. So think to yourself now "My 
Lord is Witnessing me". Keep saying this to yourself, and think about the reality of what this 
means. Strive at every moment of your life to be more and more aware of Allah (swt) as He 
(swt) is Aware of you. We know from the famous hadith of Gibreel where the Prophet (saw) told 
us that our Din consists of both Iman and Islam. It consists of both belief and actions. But the 
perfection of both of these and the culmination of both of these is Ihsan. When the Prophet 
(saw) was asked as to what Ihsan was, he (saw) said that it was "to worship and serve Allah as 
though you see Him, and if you do not see Him then to know that He Sees you". This is what we 
must always be striving to achieve. We must strive to remember Allah (swt) so much that it is 
almost as if we can see Him (swt), and even if we cannot see Him (swt) we are always sure that 
He (swt) Sees us. This is what it means to hold fast firmly to Allah (swt). If we can do this, then 
we can be sure that we will be guided to the Straight Path. The Straight Path is a path that we 
walk where for every moment of our lives we are only doing the actions that are pleasing to Allah 
(swt). When we walk on this path, then Insha Allah we will arrive with the Pleasure of Allah (swt) 
upon us on the Last Day. What could be better than that? What could be better than to return to 
Allah (swt) and He (swt) telling you that He (swt) is pleased with you? When that happens then 
you know that you have fulfilled the purpose of your creation. You know that you have been 
saved from the Fire and you know that the Garden is for you. All that we need to do in order to 
attain this is to strive to remember Allah (swt) at every moment of our lives. During both the 
good times and the bad times. May Allah (swt) give us the enabling grace to do that! 
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103. O you who believe, have Taqwa of Allah, the truthful Taqwa that He deserves, 
and do not die except as those who submit (to Him). 

This is a famous ayah. We hear it often during Jummah Khutbahs. But have we really 
thought about what it truly means? Recall from the previous ayah how Allah (swt) told us to hold 
fast firmly to Him (swt), to strive to remember Him (swt) at every moment of our lives. Recall 
how we said that this was the only way in which we can save ourselves from the enemies of this 
Message who try to take us away from our Din. These are the enemies of this Message who are 
working night and day to take the sincere servants of Allah (swt) away from Him (swt). The only 
way in which we can save ourselves from them is to always remember Allah (swt) with every 
moment of our lives. In this ayah Allah (swt) continues to stress and emphasize this point for us. 

Allah (swt) begins this ayah by saying "O you who believe, have Taqwa of Allah". 
Allah (swt) is calling out to our community and He (swt) is telling us to have Taqwa of Him (swt). 
To have Taqwa of Allah (swt) is to be conscious of Him (swt). It is to remember Him (swt) but it 
is not only to remember Him (swt), it is also to have a fear and awe of Him (swt) generated 
within you. You remember Allah (swt), and then you remember Who Allah (swt) IS. You 
remember how Allah (swt) is your Creator and Sustainer. You remember how Allah (swt) is your 
Lord and Master. You remember how Allah (swt) is the One Who has given you everything that 
you have. You remember how Allah (swt) is the Perfect One without any flaws or weakness. The 
Pure One. The Majestic One. The One whom all of the creation is submitting and sanctifying for 
every moment of it's existence. When you remember Allah (swt) in this way, a sense of fear and 
awe of Allah (swt) is generated within you. You realize Who Allah (swt) IS and this generates 
within you this deep reverence of Him (swt). You then only want to do that which is pleasing to 
Him (swt) and you want to stay away from all that is displeasing to Him (swt). You are extremely 
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careful that all of your actions be only what He (swt) is pleased with. All from this consciousness 
and this fear of Allah (swt) that you have. This is what Taqwa is. In this ayah Allah (swt) calls out 
to all of the believers and He (swt) tells us to have Taqwa of Him (swt). 

Then Allah (swt) says "the truthful Taqwa that He deserves". This part of the ayah 
is truly difficult to translate into English. This is the best that we can do for the deep meaning 
that the original Arabic gives. Here Allah (swt) is telling us that the kind of Taqwa that we must 
have of Him (swt) is the kind of Taqwa that He (swt) deserves. Does Allah (swt) deserve the kind 
of Taqwa where we only remember Him (swt) when we hear the Imam recite this ayah in 
Jummah? Does Allah (swt) deserve the kind of Taqwa where we remember Him (swt) but this 
remembrance does not prevent us from doing the actions that He (swt) has prohibited and this 
remembrance does not motivate us to do the actions that He (swt) has obligated? This is not the 
kind of Taqwa that Allah (swt) deserves. This is not the kind of Taqwa that Allah (swt) deserves. 

In the final part of this ayah Allah (swt) says "and do not die except as those who 
submit (to Him)". Here Allah (swt) says that we must not die except that we are in a state of 
submission to Him (swt). This means that we must not die until we are living a life where we are 
only doing that which is pleasing to Him (swt). Now do any of us know when we are going to 
die? Could we not die at any moment? Of course we could. The moment that the lifespan that 
Allah (swt) decreed for us ends we will most certainly die. So we must always be prepared for 
death. We must always be in a state of submission to Allah (swt). We must always be among 
those who have Taqwa of Him (swt) as He (swt) truly deserves. We must not let death catch us 
except that we are in this state of submission to Allah (swt). We pray to Allah (swt) to grant this 
to us. We pray to Allah (swt) to allow us to die while we are submitting to Him (swt). If we do 
not do this then we should be terrified to even think about our fate in the Hereafter. May Allah 
(swt) help us and help all Muslims to die in a state where we are submitting to Him (swt) 
completely! 
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104. And hold fast to the rope of Allah all together and do not divide, and remember 
Allah's Favor on you when you were enemies then He united your hearts so that you 
became through His Favor brothers. And you were on the brink of a pit of Fire and He 
saved you from it. Thus does Allah make clear to you His Signs so that you may be 
guided. 

In the previous ayahs we saw how all that should matter in our lives is that we should 
strive to remember Allah (swt) with every moment of our lives and with every moment of our 
lives we should strive to do that which is pleasing to Him (swt). This Taqwa of Allah (swt) is one 
of the foundations upon which our entire Din is built. In this ayah Allah (swt) brings our attention 
to the other foundation upon which our Din is built and that is the foundation of brotherhood. 

Just as Islam is an individual Din in that it defines our personal relationship with Allah (swt), it is 
also a collective Din in that a large portion of our submission to Allah (swt) is our relationship 
with our fellow Muslims. Our relationship with our Muslim brothers and sisters should be based 
on our remembrance of Allah (swt) and on our trying to please Him (swt). We please Allah (swt) 
by being good to them and by maintaining our bonds with them. So Taqwa of Allah (swt) and 
brotherhood between the Muslims are the two pillars that support this Ummah. If either of these 
two pillars collapses, then the Ummah will fall. So in order for us to do our part to ensure the 
survival of our Ummah and of our Din, we should strive to always have Taqwa of Allah (swt) and 
we should strive to maintain the bonds of brotherhood with our Muslim brothers and sisters. May 
Allah (swt) give us the ability to do that! 
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Allah (swt) begins this ayah by saying "And hold fast to the rope of Allah all 
together and do not divide". Here is a command from Allah (swt) to all of the Muslims telling 
us to hold together to His (swt)'s rope and not to divide. Some of the scholars say that "the rope 
of Allah" in this ayah refers to the Din of Islam, others say that it refers to the Quran and others 
say that it refers to our covenant with Allah (swt). All of these opinions really give the same 
meaning. Because the base and foundation of the Din of Islam is the Quran and the system of 
life that the Quran calls to is the Din of Islam. When we follow the Quran to the best of our 
ability and when we implement the Din of Islam in totality in all aspects of our lives then we 
would be fulfilling our covenant with Allah (swt). 

But none of the scholars say that the literal meaning of this ayah should ever be taken. 
This ayah then is yet another example of the many ayahs of the Quran where we cannot take the 
literal meaning and we must take the metaphorical meaning. The literal meaning of this ayah 
makes no sense whatsoever. Does Allah (swt) have a rope somewhere that you and me can go 
and grab hold of? Of course not. So we see how wrong are those who say that the Quran must 
always be understood literally. 

There is a movement in the Ummah today who claim that the literal meaning must 
always be taken for every ayah and hadith. This is a very dangerous movement and what they 
are calling for has never been supported by the scholars of this Ummah. Never has any scholar 
said that the literal meaning of every ayah and hadith must be taken. We can see from this ayah 
how foolish such a notion would be. One reason why this movement is so dangerous is because 
they cause the Ummah to completely misunderstand many ayahs and hadith of the Prophet 
(saw). For example there here is a hadith that says that we must always support our rulers as 
long as they establish the Salah. These idiots take the literal meaning of this hadith and they say 
that we must always support the rulers as long as they establish the Salah. Even if the rulers do 
not rule by the Law of Allah (swt). Even if the rulers allow the soldiers of kufr to come into our 
lands. Even if the rulers give the wealth and resources of this Ummah to the enemies of this 
Message. Even if the rulers oppress and exploit the Muslims. They say that we must support our 
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rulers as long as they establish the Salah. They fail to realize that what the Prophet (saw) meant 
was that the rulers must be supported as long as they establish Islam. The Salah is the pillar of 
Islam but it is not all that Islam is. There is much more to Islam than just the Salah. The Prophet 
(saw) also said in another hadith that the "Hajj is Arafat". This does not mean that the Hajj 
consist only of Arafat because we know that there is more to the Hajj than Arafat. What the 
Prophet (saw) meant was that Arafat was the most important part of the Hajj. So Salah is the 
most important part of Islam but there is much more to Islam than Salah. Thus the meaning of 
the hadith is that the rulers must only be supported if they establish Islam fully. This means if 
they establish the Islamic State. If our rulers do not establish the Islamic State and they do not 
rule fully by the Law of Allah (swt) then they do not deserve our support. The apostates during 
the time of the Khilafah of Abu Bakr (ra) established the Salah but they did not pay the Zakat. So 
he (ra) fought against them only because they did not implement Islam fully. Thus we must 
strive against all those who do not implement Islam fully. We must not interpret this hadith 
literally and simply say that the rulers must be supported no matter what they do just as long as 
they establish Salah. Rather we must demand that Islam is implemented fully. May Allah (swt) 
give us the enabling grace to do that! May Allah (swt) save this Ummah from this dangerous 
movement and their efforts to prevent the Islamic State from returning! 

So Allah (swt) tells us in this ayah to be united and not to divide. Allah (swt) also tells us 
that the basis of our unity should be on our relationship with Him (swt). This is because Allah 
(swt) does not tell us in this ayah to hold on to each other but rather He (swt) tells us all to hold 
on to His (swt)'s rope. We should all hold together to His (swt)'s rope. So we are united because 
of Allah (swt). Our belief in Allah (swt), our love of Allah (swt), our submission to Allah (swt), and 
our life of worship and servitude to Allah (swt) is the basis of our relationship with our Muslim 
brothers and sisters. So you should not love your Muslim brother because he speaks the same 
language as you or because you like the clothes that he wears or because you grew up together 
or because you think that he is "cool" in some way or because you think that you can take some 
favor from him. You should only love him for the sake of Allah (swt). 
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This brotherhood that is based on our relationship with Allah (swt) is the strongest of all 
bonds because it is based on the strongest of all feelings and that is our Iman and Taqwa of our 
Lord. If the all of the members of the community have the Taqwa to Allah (swt) that He (swt) 
deserves, then this is the bond that will never break. Sometimes you may like a person and 
sometimes you may not like a person. Sometimes a person may do that which pleases you and 
sometimes they may do that which is displeasing to you. So if you base your relationship with 
others on anything other than Allah (swt), there is always the chance that the bond you have 
with them could break. But when you love someone for the sake of Allah (swt), you will always 
love them. You do not care about the way they look, about the clothes they wear, or anything 
else about them. As long as they believe in Allah (swt) and Allah (swt) alone, as long as they 
prostrate before Allah (swt) and Allah (swt) alone, as long as they follow the Prophet (saw) then 
you will love them regardless of anything that they may say or do. 

You will also be willing to forgive anything that they may have done to you. You live only 
to please Allah (swt) and so you love them for the sake of Allah (swt). For Allah (swt) you strive 
to always maintain your bond with them. Even if they may be the most irritating and annoying 
person in the world, you would still give your life for them only because of the fact that they 
prostrate themselves before Allah (swt) just like you do. In addition to being the strongest of all 
bonds, the bond that Muslims have is also a bond that transcends race, language, nationality, 
social status and all of the other artificial barriers that have come to divide people. Your Muslim 
brother is equal to you and you must love him regardless of the color of his skin, the language of 
his parents, the country in which he was born, the family that he descends from, how much 
money he has and what he does for a living. Just by the fact that he submits to Allah (swt) and 
he follows the Prophet (saw), he has already become someone who is closer to you than your 
blood brother and he is someone for whom you would give you life. This is because you love him 
for the sake of Allah (swt). This is what Allah (swt) commands us to do in this ayah. To hold on 
together with all of our Muslim brethren to His (swt)'s rope. 
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In addition to creating this bond that is based on our relationship with Allah (swt), in this 
ayah Allah (swt) also commands us "do not divide". Allah (swt) specifically commands us not to 
divide amongst ourselves after we have established this relationship with each other based on 
our submission to Him (swt). The scholars say that this union that is formed among Muslims is so 
strong that there is nothing that should be allowed to come in between it. So for any Muslim to 
break himself from the Ummah based on race, or language, or nationality is a great sin. If you 
even identify yourself according to your race or you nationality instead of identifying yourself as a 
Muslim that is a sin in and of itself. Because in essence you are dividing yourself and breaking 
yourself from the Muslim community. So when you say that you are "Pakistani", or "Palestinian" 
or "American" this in essence what you are doing. You are saying that you are a separate entity 
from the Muslim Ummah because of your nationality. You are saying that you and your comrades 
from your country are a separate group from the Muslim Ummah. Only those from your country 
are allowed to be part of your group, your Muslim brothers and sisters from other countries are 
not allowed in your group. So we see from this ayah what a great sin it is for a Muslim to 
associate themselves with anyone other than their Muslim brother and sisters. It is direct 
disobedience to the order of Allah (swt) in this ayah when He (swt) says "do not divide". Now 
there is nothing wrong with saying that "I am from Pakistan" or "I am from Palestine". You may 
even like your homeland because that is where you are from. But to associate yourself with your 
homeland as part of your identity is what is forbidden. You cannot allow your homeland to define 
who you are. You are a Muslim. That is all that you are. Your Din is what identifies you. May 
Allah (swt) help all of the Ummah to realize this fact! May Allah (swt) destroy this disease of 
nationalism from our hearts! May Allah (swt) give us the enabling grace to only unite with our 
Muslim brothers based on our submission to Him (swt) and on nothing else! 

So in these two ayahs Allah (swt) has established for us the foundations of our Din. First 
He (swt) tells us to always remember Him (swt), to have a fear and awe of Him (swt), and to 
submit to Him (swt). Then He (swt) commands us to be united with our Muslim brothers and 
sisters based on this submission to Him (swt). Allah (swt) is not simply telling us to be united but 
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He (swt) is telling us to be united based on our submission to Him (swt). The practical meaning 
for us in this is that we should love all of our Muslim brothers and sisters for of Allah (swt). Even 
if they may be someone whom we do not like, we must still love them for of Allah (swt). Then 
Allah (swt) tells us to hold on to tight to His (swt)'s rope. We said that the rope of Allah (swt) is 
both this Quran and it is the Din of Islam. So just as we must strive to love our Muslim brothers 
and sisters for the sake of Allah (swt), we must also strive to hold on to the Quran and the Din of 
Islam. We must live the Quran, at every moment in our lives we should look only to the Quran as 
a source of guidance. Similarly we must strive and struggle to implement the Din of Allah (swt) 
both in our lives and in our society. This is something that we must strive to do just as we strive 
to remember Allah (swt) and just as we strive to maintain the bonds of brotherhood with our 
fellow Muslims. This is by no means easy, it is something that we must strive and struggle to do. 
But imagine that you were about to fall into a pit of fire and the only thing that could save you 
was the rope of Allah (swt). Would you not want to hold on to that rope with every ounce of 
strength that you had? Now realize that this is not your imagination but it is reality. So you must 
struggle to hold on to this rope. It is all that can save you from the raging Fire. 

Then Allah (swt) says "remember Allah's Favor on you when you were enemies 
then He united your hearts so that you became through His Favor brothers". We as a 
Muslim Ummah have found ourselves united today as one nation. The unity of our nation 
transcends race, language, social status and nationality. But from where does this great unity 
come from? Did we ourselves come together and decide to form this nation on our own? Do our 
forefathers come together and create this great nation? No! But it was Allah (swt) Who united us 
into this great nation. It was only by the Favor of Allah (swt) that we as a Muslim Ummah are 
united into this great nation. It is only through a Blessing, Grace and Favor of Allah (swt). 

This ayah was originally addressed to the Ansar. Recall how we said that they were the 
bitterest of enemies before Islam came. Allah (swt) tells them here to remember His (swt)'s favor 
upon them and how He (swt) united them though Islam. They were once the worst of enemies 
who were always trying to kill each other. Then Allah (swt) united their hearts through His (swt)'s 
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Favor and Mercy upon them. Allah (swt) made them into brothers who would do anything for 
each other, who would sacrifice anything for each other, and who would die for each other. Allah 
(swt) is telling them in this ayah to remember that favor. 

But just as Allah (swt) bestowed His (swt)'s Favor on them, Fie (swt) also bestowed this 
same favor on us. So this ayah is not just for them but it is also for us. Look at your Muslim 
brothers today. They come from different lands, they speak different languages, their skin colors 
are different. If it were not for the Favor of Allah (swt) upon you do you think that they would be 
your brothers? Of course not, in fact most likely you would probably be the bitterest of enemies 
just like the Ansar used to be. So you should remember the Favor of Allah (swt) and how He 
(swt) united you into one nation. 

One lesson that we can take from this part of the ayah is to realize that the unity that we 
as Muslim Ummah have is not something of our on doing. It is not because of anything that we 
have done. Rather it is only because of a Favor and Blessing of Allah (swt) that He (swt) 
bestowed upon us. So when you break from this Ummah and go with the people from your 
nationality, you are not only disobeying Allah (swt) but you are also being totally ungrateful to 
Allah (swt) for this Favor and Blessing that He (swt) has bestowed upon you. How then do you 
think that it will be when you return to Allah (swt) on the Last Day? Do you still hope that He 
(swt) will be pleased with you? Are you sure that you can escape that terrible punishment? 

Then Allah (swt) says "And you were on the brink of a pit of Fire and He saved 
you from it". In his tafsir of this ayah Sayyid Qutb asks to us look at the beauty of the imagery 
of the Quran in this ayah. This weak English translation does not capture the beautiful imagery 
that was present in the original Arabic. You could almost picture the Muslim Ummah hanging on 
the edge of a pit of Fire and about to fall into it. Then Allah (swt) comes and saves our nation 
from this terrible fate. This is an image that most accurately describes the reality of our situation. 
We as a nation were on the brink of a pit of Fire, and that pit of Fire was the Fire of Hell. It was 
only Allah (swt) Who saved us from that Fire when He (swt) sent to us the Prophet (saw) and He 
(swt) gave us this Din. When we live according to this Din we have the chance of earning the 
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Pleasure of Allah (swt) and being saved from falling into the pit of Fire. Flow grateful then do we 
need to be to Allah (swt) for saving us from this terrible fate? 

So when we choose not to hold on to the Din of Islam or when we choose not to live by 
the Quran or when we choose not to be united as one Ummah, then in essence we are telling 
Allah (swt) that we prefer the Pit of Fire to being saved from it. Because Allah (swt) saved us 
from the Pit of Fire by sending us this Din, by giving us this Book and by uniting us into one 
Ummah. When we walk away from any of these then we are telling Allah (swt) that we would 
prefer the Pit of Fire to His (swt)'s Mercy. We are telling Allah (swt) that we would prefer His 
(swt)'s Wrath to His (swt)'s Pleasure. What then do you expect our fate will be if such is our 
attitude and behavior? So you think about this Fire and burning in it the next time you think that 
you can break from this Ummah or the next time you think that you can identify yourself with 
your nationality or the next time you think that we do not need to work to bring back the Islamic 
State. You think about it. 

In the final part of this ayah Allah (swt) says "Thus does Allah make clear to you His 
Signs so that you may be guided". These ayahs that you are reading are the Signs of Allah 
(swt). Is there any doubt to these ayahs at all? Is the meaning of these ayahs unclear in any 
way? Of course not. Allah (swt) has made His (swt)'s Signs clear for you so that you may be 
guided to Him (swt). Allah (swt) has told you exactly what Fie (swt) is pleased with you doing 
and exactly what Fie (swt) is displeased with you doing. Once you know this then the Straight 
Path for you to walk on in order to arrive at the Pleasure of Allah (swt) is perfectly clear. The 
Straight Path is not a literal path. It is only the actions that you do in the moments of your life 
and the state of your heart when you do those actions. In this Quran Allah (swt) has made this 
Path perfectly clear. Thus Allah (swt) has guided you to the Path that leads to His (swt)'s 
Pleasure. All that is left for you to do is to walk on it. May Allah (swt) give us all the ability to do 
that! May Allah (swt) allow us to return to Him (swt) with Him (swt) being pleased with us! 
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105. Let there arise out of you a party who calls to the good and establishes the 
M'aruf and destroys the munkar, these are the successful. 

This is an extremely important ayah that every single Muslim should know about. This 
ayah tells us of an important obligation that the vast majority of Muslims today neglect. That 
obligation is the obligation of dawah. That obligation is the obligation of carrying the Message of 
Allah (swt) to others. Not only does this ayah tell us that carrying dawah is an obligation but this 
ayah also outlines the method on how dawah is to be carried. 

Allah (swt) begins this ayah by saying "Let there arise out of you a party". Now who 
does the word "you" in this ayah refer to? Recall from the previous ayah that it was the Muslim 
Ummah who was being addressed. Recall how Allah (swt) began that ayah by saying "0 you who 
believe". So when Allah (swt) says "you" in this ayah He (swt) is referring to the Muslim Ummah. 
Thus in this ayah Allah (swt) is telling us that there must arise from out of us a party. Even 
though the word that Allah (swt) uses here for what He (swt) wants to arise from us is "Ummah", 
the meaning is not the entire Ummah but the meaning is a group or a party within the Ummah. 
This is because Allah (swt) uses the words "from you". So what Allah (swt) desires is not the 
entire Ummah but a group or a party from among the Ummah. From this the scholars have 
derived the ruling that the obligation to form this group or party is not an obligation on every 
single Muslim but it is a collective obligation upon the whole Ummah. This means that if some 
group of people within the Ummah were to fulfill this obligation then the entire Ummah would be 
cleared of the obligation. However if no one in the Ummah fulfills this obligation, then the entire 
Ummah must bear the sin of this obligation not being fulfilled. If no such party exists in the world 
today and we ourselves did not do anything to bring such a party then Allah (swt) will question 
us about it on the Day of Judgment. 
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What then should be the purpose or role of such a party that we are obligated to form? 
Allah (swt) says that such a group must be one "who calls to the good and establishes the 
M'aruf and destroys the munkar". So there are three tasks that this group must fulfill. The 
first is that it must call to the good. The second is that it must establish the M'aruf. The third is 
that it must destroy the munkar. The scholars agree that what Allah (swt) means here by "the 
good" is the Din of Al-Islam. The Din of Al-Islam is what is good. The Din of Al-Islam is what is 
pleasing to Allah (swt). The Din of Al-Islam is what this group must call to. 

So the first task of this group or movement is that it must call to Al-Islam. Let us remind 
ourselves once again of what the Din of Al-Islam is. It is not only prayer and fasting, as many 
Muslims believe. Although Salah and Saum are two of foundations of our Din, our Din does not 
consist only of these two acts of worship. Rather the Din of Al-Islam is the complete system of 
life that the Prophet (saw) established in Madinah when he (saw) finally gained there the power 
that he (saw) was seeking throughout his dawah. A complete system of life addressing every 
aspect in the life of the human being. From the way in which he deals with his Creator through 
ritual acts of worship, to the way in which he deals with his family, to the way in which he 
exchanges goods and services, to the government that rules over him, to the courts that judge 
him, even to his private life and how he cares for his body through personal grooming and 
hygiene. This Din addresses every single aspect in the life of the human being and this is what 
Al-Islam is. It is a complete system of life. This way of life is different from all other ways of life 
in that this way of life is the way of life that Allah (swt) revealed for mankind to follow. This way 
of life is different from all other ways of life in that it is from the Creator and Sustainer of the 
universe. Allah (swt) did not simply create the human being and leave him be, but rather He 
(swt) created the human being to live the life that He (swt) wants for the human being. This Din 
is a code of conduct that Allah (swt) has given the human being to live by. When the Day of 
Judgment comes, Allah (swt) will judge each and every one of us as to how well we lived 
according to this Divine System of life that He (swt) revealed for us. Such is the Din of Al-Islam. 
The Divine System of life that Allah (swt) revealed for all of mankind to live by. So the first task 
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of this group is to call to this Din of Al-Islam. It calls to the full implementation of this Din in all 
areas of life. So when Allah (swt) commands you to call to the good, He (swt) is commanding 
you to call to this Din of Al-Islam. You are not simply calling to good as you see it, or good as the 
society in which you live defines it, rather you are calling to Al-Islam. You are calling to this Din 
when you are calling on your brother to establish his Salah and you are calling to this Din when 
you are calling for the establishment of the Islamic State. 

The next role of this group is that the members of it must establish the M'aruf. 
Linguistically the word M'aruf means what is "good" or "fair" or "right". But when Allah (swt) uses 
the word M'aruf He (swt) uses it to mean all that He (swt) considers as "good" and "fair". So for 
example the atheist may not think much of Salah, it may not be all that important to him and he 
might not even see the good in it. But Allah (swt) loves when we make Salah to Him (swt), so for 
Allah (swt) there is much good in the Salah. So when Allah (swt) commands us to establish the 
M'aruf, He (swt) is commanding us to establish all that He (swt) considers as good. Thus good is 
what Allah (swt) considers to be good. M'aruf is what Allah (swt) considers to be M'aruf. This 
includes the Salah, this includes the fasting, this includes the Zakat, and this includes the 
government that rules by the Law of Allah (swt). We are being commanded in this ayah to form a 
group that will establish all of these. 

Finally Allah (swt) commands that this group must exist to destroy the munkar. Similar to 
the word M'aruf, the word munkar has a linguistic meaning of what is "evil" or what is "foul" but 
what Allah (swt) means when He (swt) uses the word munkar is what He{ swt) considers to be 
evil and foul. So similarly an atheist may not see any evil about a strip club. In fact he might say 
that there is a lot of good in a place where women dance naked in front of men. Most of the 
people who choose to ignore the Signs of Allah (swt) that are all over the universe are those who 
are a slave to their lusts and desires. So the atheist considers the strip club to be a place of great 
good. But to Allah (swt) this is a place of great evil. So Allah (swt) would call this place munkar, 
while many people in the West would not. So just as good is only what Allah (swt) says is good, 
evil is only what Allah (swt) says is evil. From this we see that we should always base our 
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perception of good and bad on the Divine Law of Allah (swt). We should not care about what the 
people think or what we ourselves think, all that should matter is if Allah (swt) is pleased with 
something or not. Since He (swt) is the All-Knowing and the Most Wise only He (swt) can say 
what is truly good and what is truly evil. 

Now if you were to form a group today, could you and your group members simply go 
and burn down all of the strip clubs in your town? What do you think would happen if you tried 
something like that? Of course you would be arrested. You would be arrested for trying to rid 
your society of a great evil. Similarly you can see a lot of women walking in the streets while 
showing their bodies. What do you think would happen to you if you tried to force these women 
to cover themselves? A woman showing her awra is a great munkar, but what do you think 
would happen to you if you were to try and destroy this munkar. Of course you would be 
arrested. This is because all of the munkar in your society is being protected by yet another 
munkar. This munkar is the government that does not rule by the Law of Allah (swt). So for you 
to destroy all of the munkar in the society, you first have to destroy what is protecting the 
munkar in the society. 

Just as the kufr government protects the munkar, it also prevents the establishment of 
M'aruf. Such a government does not itself do its duty of establishing the M'aruf and it tries to 
prevent others from doing it as well. So for example Allah (swt) has commanded all of the 
Muslims to establish the Salah. Allah (swt) has also legislated that if any Muslim does not pray, 
then he or she is to be killed. So if you know of a Muslim brother who is not praying, do you 
think that you yourself can force him to pray and threaten him with death if he does not? After 
all this is what the Law of Allah (swt) says right? What do you think would happen to you today if 
you tried to force your brother to pray and you threatened him with death if he did not? Just as 
before, you would be arrested if you tried something like that. Even though what you tried to do 
is only what Allah (swt) commanded you to do So just as the kufr government protects the 
munkar, it also prevents the establishment of the M'aruf. Thus in order to establish the M'aruf 
you first have to remove that which is preventing the establishment of the M'aruf. 
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Thus the main purpose of any group or movement that is raised, as Allah (swt) has 
commanded in this ayah is to remove the kufr government and to replace it with the Islamic 
State. That should be the goal of any group or movement that is formed to establish the M'aruf 
and destroy the munkar. If we study the life of the Prophet (saw), we can see that the purpose 
of the movement that he (saw) formed was exactly the same. For years the Prophet (saw) 
worked to establish the Islamic State in Makkah. In all of those years the Quraysh chiefs 
opposed the Prophet (saw) and his (saw)'s party bitterly. They tried every way to destroy the 
movement that the Prophet (saw) had launched. They knew that the Prophet (saw) came to 
change their entire way of life. Do you think that they would have opposed him (saw) so bitterly 
if all that he (saw) was calling to were Salah and fasting or all that he (saw) was calling to was 
the worship of one god? They knew that he (saw) was calling for much more than that and that 
was why they opposed him (saw) with everything that they had. They knew that he (saw) came 
to take their power away from them and to give that power to Allah (swt) where it belonged. 
They knew that he (saw) came to replace their government with the Islamic State. That was why 
they tried everything to stop the movement of the Prophet (saw). The things that they did, the 
measures that they resorted to, were unheard of in their society before. That was how desperate 
they were to stop this movement. This fact alone should show us the political dimension of Islam. 
When it was finally clear that the Quraysh chiefs were not willing to give up their political 
authority to Allah (swt), that was when the Prophet (saw) looked to the other tribes of Arabia. 
That was when the Prophet (saw) started meeting with the tribes that came to Makkah for the 
Hajj. Fie (saw) would ask each of them if they were willing to have the Islamic State established 
over them. Fie (saw) would ask of them if they were willing to return the Divine Right of 
Governorship to Allah (swt). Just like the Quraysh most of the tribal leaders whom the Prophet 
(saw) approached turned him (saw) down because they wanted to keep their power for 
themselves. They knew that they did not have the right to rule. They knew that this earth 
belongs to Allah (swt). But their desires and their greed and their arrogance prevented them 
from doing what they knew was right. Finally it was the Aws and the Khazaraj who agreed to 
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allow the Prophet (saw) to establish the Islamic State in their town of Yathrib, which then came 
to be known as Madinah. In Madinah the Prophet (saw) was able to destroy all that was munkar 
and he (saw) was able to establish all that is M'aruf. This is because he (saw) controlled the 
government. Only when you are able to control the government are you then able to control the 
society. So we see that in order to establish the M'aruf and destroy the munkar, you first have to 
destroy the government that is munkar and you then have to replace it with the government that 
is M'aruf. You have to remove the government that rules by kufr and replace it with the Islamic 
State. This must be the goal of any movement that is working in the dawah today. The goal of 
the movement must not simply be calling the people to the masjid for Salah or trying to remove 
the Bidah practices. The movement of the Prophet (saw) had a purpose that was much greater 
than this and Allah (swt) expects no less from us. 

Everything in the society is determined by the government. The government determines 
what is the curriculum that is to be taught in the schools, the government determines how 
people can exchange goods and services, the government determines how people should interact 
with each other, the government determines how people should dress, the government 
determines the punishments for the crimes that people commit, the government determines who 
can be a citizen of the country and who cannot, the government determines how the wealth of 
the land is to be distributed. How then can you claim to have an Islamic society when the 
government is not Islamic? The government is at the very heart and core of a society. So if you 
want to create an Islamic society, you first have to establish the government that rules by the 
Law of Allah (swt). 

Now some of the enemies of this Message may bring the argument that you cannot force 
people to obey Allah (swt). They would bring the argument that it is not the place of the 
government to force the people to obey Allah (swt). They would say that this is a choice that 
every Muslim must make for themselves. The problem with this argument is that it does not 
differentiate between the sins that are committed in private and those that are committed in 
public. There are some sins that are committed in private, these are sins that no one knows 
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about. Then there are sins that are committed in public; these are sins that everyone can see. 
The former is not the concern of the Islamic State but the latter is. So for example say that you 
have a Muslim sister who commits adultery, may Allah (swt) save all of our sisters from this! But 
suppose that this sister does this act in the privacy of her home and she does not tell anyone 
else about it, and she makes sure that it remains a secret. In this case the Islamic State does not 
have the right to spy into her home and to bring her to justice if the four witnesses required to 
establish that this crime has occurred are not present. This crime, horrendous as it is, will remain 
as something private and it will be up to Allah (swt) to deal with her as He (swt) sees fit when 
she returns to Him (swt). If she is truly righteous, she herself would come before the Islamic 
State and admit her crime. She would ask for the punishment of stoning to be carried out on her 
because she knows that if anyone takes the punishment of adultery in the life of this world then 
they are cleared of that sin in the Hereafter. If she does not, then it will be up to Allah (swt) to 
punish her or to forgive her. Now supposing another Muslim sister decides to take up 
prostitution, may Allah (swt) save all of our sisters from this! Now her sin is no longer private. 
Now she is going to the public with her sin. Now everyone in the society knows about her sin. 

She is going out into the street and calling the men to this sin. Now it is the responsibility of the 
Islamic State to put an end to the crime that she is committing. Now her crime is affecting others 
in the society. Now her evil is not private but rather she is calling others to her evil. Now what 
she is doing has become a munkar that has to be destroyed. Because she has brought her sin 
out into the public and because her sin is now affecting others, it is now up the Islamic State to 
stop her sin. So you can see the difference between the sin that is committed in private and 
which does not affect anyone else and the sin that is committed in public and spreads to the rest 
of the society. Only the latter must the Islamic State intervene and stop. 

When it comes to the issue of prostitution we can see how bad are the affairs in the 
Ummah without the Islamic State. How many are the Muslim countries in the world today where 
many of our sisters are being forced into prostitution? They are either prostitutes for the soldiers 
of the kufar armies who are occupying those countries or they are prostitutes because the 
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leaders of those countries have kept all of the wealth for themselves and our sisters are forced to 
committing this shameful action in order to feed their families. So in order to save our sisters 
from this shameful act we all need to strive in whatever way we can to bring back the Islamic 
State. 

So we see that only when the sin is out in public does the Islamic State need to 
intervene and stop that munkar. Another example would be if a Muslim sister decides not to 
cover herself and she walks on the street showing her hair and her beauty, then this also is a 
munkar that needs to be stopped. Because now she is not committing the sin in private but 
rather she is committing the sin in public and she is affecting others by her sin. She is causing 
suffering to the Muslim men who would look upon her and she is encouraging Muslim women to 
show their beauty as well. So in essence she is calling to sin and that is why she must be 
stopped. She is affecting the society with her sin. We do not even need to speak about how 
rampant this sin of women showing their nakedness is, even in the Muslim world this has now 
become commonplace. So this is where the Islamic State needs to exist in order to destroy the 
munkar. When the sin happens in public, it is no longer between the sinner and Allah (swt). Now 
the sin is affecting the entire society and so it must be stopped, even if it is by force. 

Adultery and fornication have become commonplace in the Ummah today. These are 
among the greatest of sins but many Muslims think them to be nothing. This is because they no 
longer look to Islam as the standard by which they should judge their actions. Rather their 
desires, the devil, and the disbelievers have become their standard. Because the governments of 
our countries do not rule by the Law of Allah (swt), everything that encourages these terrible 
crimes is everywhere in our lands. Is it then any surprise why munkar has spread in this Ummah? 

From these examples we see the foolishness of those who say that we cannot force the 
people to obey the Law of Allah (swt). The fools who say such are either ignorant of the Law of 
Allah (swt) or they are working with the enemies of this Message in trying to prevent the Islamic 
State from returning. Even at the time of the Prophet (saw) the punishments prescribed in the 
Law of Allah (swt) were implemented. Even the Prophet (saw) himself ordered for people to be 
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whipped for drinking and people to be stoned to death for adultery. What do these fools have to 
say about this? 

Thus the obligation that is on the neck of every single Muslim is to form a group or 
movement that works to bring back the Islamic State. The obligation is either to form the group 
yourself or to join a group that already exists if you see a group that is working towards this 
goal. If you choose the latter of these two options then you have to make sure that the group is 
working according to the methodology detailed in the Sunnah of the Prophet (saw). Today there 
are several groups that claim that they are working to bring back Islam. But if we study the 
method that these groups are using, we will see that they are not following the Sunnah of the 
Prophet (saw). Some of these groups claim that material force can be used to establish the 
Islamic State. These are the groups that take up armed struggle and resort to acts of terrorism. 
This is wrong in so many ways. Not only did the Prophet (saw) never use material force to 
establish the Islamic State, but he (saw) also explicitly forbade us from harming civilians and 
non-combatants. Thus the groups that are using material force to restore the Islamic State are 
not following the method of the Prophet (saw). Then there are the groups that participate in the 
kufr governments in order to gain power in a particular country. You would see members of such 
groups who are in the parliaments of their respective countries. This also is wrong because the 
Prophet (saw) never participated in a kufr government. Even when the Quraysh chiefs offered to 
make the Prophet (saw) as their king, he (saw) refused because he (saw) knew that if he (saw) 
accepted their offer then he (saw) would be participating in a kufr government. He (saw) knew 
that if he (saw) did that then he (saw) would be legitimizing a government that did not rule by 
the Law of Allah (swt). So the Prophet (saw) never participated in a kufr government. Even if 
your aim is to ultimately bring an Islamic government, that still does not give you the permission 
to participate in a kufr government. Such a government is a government of pure evil since it 
denies the absolute Sovereignty of Allah (swt). You must stay away from it at all costs. Those 
who say that we can participate in a kufr government to bring back Islam are like those who say 
that we can take riba only to give it to charity. In Islam the ends do not justify the means. So if 
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you choose to join an existing movement then you must make sure that the movement follows 
the Sunnah of the Prophet (saw). Today the vast majority of movements that are working to 
bring back Islam do not follow the Sunnah of the Prophet (saw). 

If all of these movements are wrong then what is the correct way you might ask. The 
exact details of the method of how to bring back the Islamic State are beyond the scope of this 
tafsir. What we can say however is that the method does not include using material force and it 
does not include participating in kufr governments in any way. So right here we have eliminated 
the vast majority of groups and movements that are working for this goal today. Now it is 
extremely important that you do not even go near these groups since these groups are not 
working following the Sunnah of the Prophet (saw). This is because when Allah (swt) commands 
you to do an action, you cannot do that action how you want to but you must do that action how 
the Prophet (saw) did that action. For any action to be accepted by Allah (swt) it must be done 
sincerely for the sake of Allah (swt) and it must be done following the Sunnah of the Prophet 
(saw). So for example Allah (swt) has commanded us in the Quran to pray, but Fie (swt) never 
tells us in the Quran how we should pray. In order to find out how we should pray, we follow the 
method that was given to us by the Prophet (saw). Similarly to bring back the Islamic State, we 
have to follow the method detailed by the Prophet (saw). 

It is up to you as the reader to find out for yourself the details of how the Prophet (saw) 
brought the Islamic State and then to work to start a movement yourself or to join a movement if 
such already exists. In the meantime, while you are studying, you must also carry to the Muslims 
the idea of the Islamic State and how it is the most pressing concern for our Ummah today. 

There are many enemies of this Message who are working to destroy the idea of the Islamic 
State from the minds of the Muslims. They would say that the State is not what is most important 
now or they would even say that there is no such thing as the Islamic State. You must do what 
you can to fight this idea. So even if you are unable to launch a movement or to join a 
movement yourself, at the very least you should still carry to your friends and family the idea of 
the Islamic State. Allah (swt) Knows best, maybe your words will have an impact on the mind of 
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a military general in some Muslim country when he is faced with the choice of supporting the 
true Islamic movement that is working to bring the Islamic State in that county or supporting the 
kufr government that opposes such a movement. Your words could be the difference in the mind 
of such a person. Thus maybe your words will be the difference between the Islamic State 
returning or the world continuing to drown in kufr. So do the best that you can and leave the rest 
to Allah (swt). Never look down upon any good deed. Know that Allah (swt) knows every single 
good deed that you do. That is all that any of us have been asked to do. May Allah (swt) give us 
all the ability to do what we can to bring back the Islamic State! 

Another doubt that some people may raise is that did we not just say that this is a 
communal obligation? Then why should you and me worry about it? Why do we not just let the 
brothers who are working in such movements in the Middle East and Central Asia worry about 
this obligation? Is it not enough that they are working for the return of the Islamic State? Does 
not their efforts free us of the sin? The answer to this question is no and there are many reasons 
for this. The first reason is because you are not certain that such a movement exists. From the 
best that we can tell there are no groups or movements today that are following the Prophet 
(saw) exactly. There is something wrong in the methodology of every group that exists. 
Furthermore even if such a group exists, the time period that the scholars have given for the 
Islamic State to be restored has passed. Now the entire Ummah carries this sin because the 
Islamic State does not exist. So the only way in which you can absolve yourself of this obligation 
and free yourself of this sin is to work in whatever capacity that you can to bring back the Islamic 
State. If all that you can do is simply carry the idea of the Islamic State to your friends and 
family, then that is what you must do. So it is wrong for you to assume that the brothers working 
in the dawah today absolve you of this responsibility. There are many other reasons why this 
excuse will never be accepted by Allah (swt), but they are beyond the scope of this tafsir. It is 
enough for us to say that the responsibility to bring back the Islamic State is now on every single 
Muslim. We now have to do whatever we can in any way that we can. Before you can carry 
dawah to non-Muslims. Before you can go out in jihad. You have to fulfill this responsibility. If all 
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that you can do is to tell other people about this tafsir and about Quran-Tafsir.org, then that is 
what you must do. Your obligation is not to establish the State or to join a movement, your 
obligation is only that you try your best. So if the best that you can do is to study Islam to the 
best of your ability, and carry to the Muslims you know the idea of the Islamic State then that is 
what you must do. May Allah (swt) allow us to do our best and may He (swt) accept it from us! 

We should also note that the Islamic State must return in a Muslim land, a land with a 
majority Muslim population. The Islamic State cannot be established in a land where the majority 
of people are not Muslims. So for those of us who are living in the West, we should not be 
seeking to establish the State in the land where we live. Rather we should always have an 
intention to go to a Muslim land and work to establish the State there. In the meantime while we 
are living in the West all that we can do is study and teach Muslims about the Islamic State. 

What then will be our fate if we do work to bring back the Islamic State? What then will 
be our fate if we try our best to work towards this goal? Allah (swt) says in the conclusion of this 
ayah "these are the successful". Success here does not mean success in the life of this world, 
but success here means the ultimate success. That is the success in the Hereafter. That is the 
success on the Day of Judgment. That is the success of earning the Pleasure of Allah (swt). That 
is the success of fulfilling the purpose of your creation. That is the success of being saved from 
the Fire. That is the success of being admitted into the Garden. That is the true success. That is 
the real success. This success is guaranteed for you as long as you try your best and work 
sincerely for the sake of Allah (swt). As long as you try your best and work only for the sake of 
Allah (swt), then this success is guaranteed for you. So even if you never establish the Islamic 
State, even if you never live to see the Islamic State return, you will still attain this success as 
long you work sincerely for the sake of Allah (swt). May Allah (swt) allow us to perform this 
obligation to the best of your ability! May Allah (swt) make us among the successful! 
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106. And be not like those who divided and disagreed after there had come to them 
the clear evidence, these are the ones for whom is a great punishment. 

In the previous ayah Allah (swt) gave us the command to start a movement or to join a 
movement to bring back the Islamic State. If we are unable to launch or join such a movement, 
the least we should do is carry to others the idea of the Islamic State. This is an obligation that is 
upon every single Muslim. This is a duty that none of us can evade or postpone. The only way 
that we can call to the good, the only way that we can establish the M'aruf and the only way that 
we can destroy the munkar is by working to bring back the Islamic State. Our goal should now 
be clear. From all of the evidences that we have presented the way forward should be clear. But 
do we see the Muslims today working towards this goal? Even those Muslims who are active in 
the dawah, are they working towards this goal? No, rather what we see are several different 
groups and movements, and each group has its own goal that it is working towards. The vast 
majority of the groups are not working to bring back the Islamic State. They are simply working 
to call the Muslims to come to Salah in the masjid or they are simply calling for the elimination of 
grave worship and Bidah. Now we are not saying that these are not important, but we are saying 
that there is something that is far more important than this. This is the return of the Law of Allah 
(swt) to rule over the Muslims. Once the Islamic State has been restored, then these other issues 
such as Bidah and people not coming to the masjid for Salah can be addressed. In fact you will 
even see that the Islamic State has detailed ways of addressing these problems. Without the 
Islamic State these problems will still be rampant in the Ummah as they have been for years. So 
the focus of all Islamic movements should be the restoration of the Islamic State. However we 
see very few groups and movements today who openly say that they are working to bring back 
the State. Even the groups that are working to bring back the Islamic State differ on the method 
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of how to bring back the State. As we saw in the previous ayah even the majority of these 
groups are not following the Sunnah of the Prophet (saw). Some of these are calling for material 
force to be used now when the Prophet (saw) never used material force. Some of these call for 
participating in the kufr political systems when the Prophet (saw) never participated in the kufr 
political systems. Thus what we see is constant disagreements and differences in the groups who 
are working to bring back Islam. Are these differences and divisions acceptable to Allah (swt)? Is 
Allah (swt) pleased with such differences? In this ayah Allah (swt) answers these questions. 

Allah (swt) says in this ayah "And be not like those who divided and disagreed 
after there had come to them the clear evidence". Allah (swt) has given us the clear 
evidence. Allah (swt) has shown us what is the most pressing concern for our Ummah. There is 
no issue that is more pressing for our Ummah at this time that the restoration of the Islamic 
State. Not only do we need the Islamic State in order to establish the M'aruf and destroy the 
munkar, but in addition to that we also need the Islamic State to call mankind to this Message 
from Allah (swt). How did the Prophet (saw) call mankind to Islam? Did he (saw) go from door to 
door? Did he (saw) set up dawah tables? Or did he (saw) establish the Islamic State and then 
use the State to carry this Message to mankind? This is exactly what the Prophet (saw) did. He 
(saw) established the State and with the State he (saw) took this Message to the leaders of all of 
the empires. The Prophet (saw) removed the obstacles to the dawah that were preventing 
mankind from receiving this Message. These obstacles are the kufr governments that rule over 
the people. These kufr governments prevent the Message of Allah (swt) from correctly reaching 
the people. We can see this happening today as well. How much is Islam being distorted by the 
media of the West? Do you think that majority of the people in the West have a favorable opinion 
about Islam? Is it not the governments and the media outlets that these governments control 
who are responsible for this? These governments know that if the people receive the Message of 
Islam correctly then the existence of such governments will be threatened. Once the people 
know the Truth about Islam, once Allah (swt) has guided them and they become Muslim, then 
their own people will know that they cannot live except under the Islamic State. Then their own 
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people would seek to remove them from power. That is why the leaders in the West want to 
prevent their people from correctly receiving the Message of Islam. So in order for the people to 
receive the Message correctly, in order for the people to have the real freedom to choose which 
religion they want to believe in, the governments that distort the Truth from them must be 
removed. In their place, the Islamic State must be established. When the people see the Mercy 
and Justice of Islam as it operates as a State and when they are all educated as to the Truth of 
this Message, that is when Insha Allah you will see the people entering into Islam in large 
numbers. This is the real dawah and this was the way of the Prophet (saw) and the righteous 
Khulafah after him (saw). So we see that just as the Islamic State is required to establish the 
M'aruf and destroy the munkar, the State is also required to carry the Message of Allah (swt) to 
mankind. We as Muslims want to see mankind guided to the Truth. We want to see the good and 
sincere people in this world go the Garden. But in order for us to accomplish that we first need to 
bring back the Islamic State. 

In addition to establishing the M'aruf and destroying the munkar, as well as carrying the 
Message of Allah (swt) to mankind, there are several other reasons why we as an Ummah need 
the State. How many of our Muslim brothers and sisters are suffering from oppression because of 
the tyrannical governments that rule over them? How many are the brothers who are killed for 
no reason and how many are the sisters who are being raped? Where are the soldiers of Allah 
(swt) who will save them from this oppression? In order to carry out jihad so that we can liberate 
our Muslim brothers and sisters, we first need to establish the Islamic State. The Islamic State is 
a prerequisite for the establishment of jihad just like the wudu is a prerequisite for the Salah. We 
see from the Sunnah of the Prophet (saw) that he (saw) never waged jihad without the State. 
Only when the Islamic State was established did jihad then became permissible. In addition to 
the need for jihad to liberate all the Muslims who are suffering from oppression, there is also the 
need of the Islamic Economic System to feed the Muslims who are starving all over the world 
today. Allah (swt) legislated the System of Zakat so that all of the resources of the land can be 
fairly distributed among all of the people. How many are the children today, both Muslim and 
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non-Muslim, who are dying from starvation? They are dying of hunger while the West is dumping 
tons and tons of grain into the ocean. The Prophet (saw) said, "The son of Adam has no greater 
right than food, shelter and clothing". From this hadith the scholars have derived the ruling that it 
is the obligation of the Islamic State to provide food, shelter and clothing for all it's citizens, both 
Muslim and non-Muslim. So yet another reason why we need to work for the re-establishment of 
the Islamic State is to feed and provide for all of the starving and needy people in the world. 

Flow many are the Muslim children who are dying from starvation at this very moment? Flow 
many are the Muslim families who are suffering and who are in need? Can you imagine yourself 
returning to Allah (swt) and having done nothing to change this situation? The best way to 
alleviate their suffering is to establish a government that will see to it that their needs are taken 
of. A government that is different from the ones that ignore the masses and the poor. 

Even the problems that many other groups are working to solve can easily be remedied 
once the Islamic State has been established. For example one group is working to remove all of 
the Bidah practices from the Ummah such as worshipping in graves and praying to saints. All of 
this Bidah comes from ignorance in the people, it comes from a lack of knowledge. The people 
found their forefathers practicing this Bidah and they continue to practice it. Once the Islamic 
State is established a proper educational system can be set in place so that the Muslim youth are 
educated right from a young age on how is the correct way to worship Allah (swt). They can be 
taught from their youth that all of the worship must only be for Allah (swt) and not for any saint 
or holy man. Another group today is working to make the Muslims more observant of their 
worship rituals such as the Salah. Once the Islamic State is established, it is almost a guarantee 
that you will see all of the masajid to be full for each of the five prayers. For one thing the State 
will legislate that no business can occur during prayer times, so the people do not need to worry 
about missing work to come to the Salah. The youth will also be educated at a young age as to 
how important the Salah is and how much reward they receive for making Salah in the masjid. 
The two main reasons why most Muslims do not pray today is because they are too busy with 
work and because they do not realize how important the Salah is. Both of these problems can be 


36 



solved if the Islamic State is established. Finally the State will obligate everyone to make the 
Salah and anyone who leaves the Salah will be punishable by death. Do you then think you will 
see this problem today of so many Muslims missing their five daily prayers? 

Some people would claim that once the Bidah and the grave worship is removed from 
the Ummah, or once the Muslims are firm in their Salah, then Allah (swt) Flimself will bring back 
the Islamic State. These people seem to think that if we simply remove all the grave worship and 
if everyone is constant in their Salah then the Islamic State will somehow magically return on its 
own. Not only is this ludicrous but it even contradicts the method of the Prophet (saw). The 
Prophet (saw) did not simply establish Tawhid and establish Salah and then the next day 
somehow the Islamic State magically appeared. Rather he (saw) established Tawhid and Salah, 
and he (saw) also took the practical steps to establish the Islamic State. The Prophet (saw) made 
the effort to establish the State such as meeting with the tribal leaders, taking their pledges, 
sending emissaries to teach them the Din. If the Islamic State were to magically appear with no 
effort on the Prophet (saw)'s part to bring it about then it would have appeared in Makkah. But 
why did the Prophet (saw) even have make Hijra to Madinah? It is only because there is where 
he (saw) could see the support that he (saw) was searching for. Now the Islamic State does 
come from Allah (swt). Fie (swt) is the One Who will establish His (swt)'s Din on this earth. But 
for our part we must make the effort. This same principle applies everywhere else as well. For 
example our substance comes from Allah (swt). Fie (swt) is the only Provider. Does this then 
mean that we can spend the whole day praying or sleeping and not make the effort to seek from 
His (swt)'s bounty? Of course not. We know that Allah (swt) is the Provider but we still make the 
effort to seek our provision. Similarly Allah (swt) is the One Who guides the hearts. Does this 
then mean that we can sin all we want and then just for the guidance to come from Him (swt)? 
Of course not because we know that Fie (swt) will only guide those who seek the guidance from 
Him (swt). So we do acknowledge that it is Allah (swt) Who will bring the Islamic State. At the 
same time we must also see that Fie (swt) wants us to make the effort. We only need to take the 
first step and Fie (swt) will bring our actions to fruition. 
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So from all of this we see that the most pressing concern for our Ummah today is 
working to re-establish the Islamic State. There could be no task that is more pressing than this. 
Allah (swt) has made this abundantly clear in the ayahs that we have just studied. Even the very 
second ayah of the Quran where Allah (swt) describes Himself as "Rabb" should be enough. All of 
these evidences are enough to show that the most pressing need for our Ummah today is the 
fact that the Authority of Allah (swt) is missing. On this fact there should be no disagreements or 
differences of opinion whatsoever. So why is that we find so much differences of opinions among 
the various groups that are working to save this Ummah? Why cannot we all agree that to work 
for the re-establishment of the Islamic State is the most pressing concern for us and why can we 
not all work towards this goal? Why are we all doing what we want to and we are not uniting on 
the Truth? Why is their so much disagreement and divisions? Unfortunately one reason for this is 
because many brothers and sisters are only concerned with loyalty to their group and they do not 
care about sincerely serving Allah (swt). As far as they are concerning, their group is following 
the Sunnah and all other groups are deviants. They think that only their scholars follow the 
Quran and Sunnah and they think that all other scholars are ignorant. They never take the time 
to study whether their group is correctly following the Sunnah of the Prophet (saw) or not. They 
simply assume that it is, and they consider all other groups to be deviants or to be wrong. 

We need to save ourselves from this mentality. Allah (swt) is clearly telling us in this 
ayah not to disagree and divide amongst ourselves after the evidence has become clear to us. 
Now the way for us forward has become clear. If the way for us has become clear why then do 
we continue to disagree with ourselves? If you do not see the evidences that we have presented 
here as convincing then please study the issue for yourself. Study the life of the Prophet (saw) 
and the Sunnah to see what you believe is the correct way to bring back the Islamic State. Even 
if it takes time, make your best effort. A thousand miles starts with one step. So make the best 
effort that you can to learn Arabic and study the sacred text for yourself. But do not blindly 
follow your group or party just because they are your group or party. You can see from what we 
have presented here that there is more to the dawah of the Prophet (saw) than simply inviting 
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the people to the Salah or simply calling to the worship of one god or simply removing the Bidah 
practices. Many of the enemies of this Message who do not want to see the Islamic State return 
would like you to think that this is all that there was to the dawah of the Prophet (saw). You 
should not blindly listen what they say. Rather you should study the life of the Prophet (saw) 
yourself and see for yourself where the Truth is. May Allah (swt) guide us all to the correct way 
on which to perform this important obligation of dawah! 

However if you just want to remain loyal to your group and not search for the correct 
method in how to work for Islam then you must remember what Allah (swt) says at the end of 
the ayah "these are the ones for whom is a great punishment". This is the fate of those 
who disagree and divide after the evidence has been made clear to them. This is the fate of 
those who go off in their separate ways after the clear way has been shown to them. This is the 
fate of those who care more about being loyal to their groups when they can clearly see that the 
method that their group is using is wrong. Always remember that in the end what matters is that 
we strive to worship and serve Allah (swt). All that matters is that Allah (swt) is pleased with us. 
We should not care about what our friends or our parents or our Shukyh may think of us. As long 
as Allah (swt) is pleased with us, then we should be content. So do the research for yourself, do 
whatever it takes to study the life of the Prophet (saw) in detail. If what you need to do is go to 
a foreign country and learn Arabic before you can get access to the classical text, then that is 
what you need to do. Remember that this life is only a test. So with every moment of this life 
that passes, you need to fill it with the best of deeds. As long as you are sincere to Allah (swt) 
and you try your best then it does not matter if you bring back the Islamic State or not. It does 
not even matter if you join a movement or not. All that matters is that you sincerely strive to 
please Allah (swt) with every moment of your life by following the way that you think is correct. 
May Allah (swt) give us the enabling grace to do that! May Allah (swt) give us the enabling grace 
to work for the revival of Islam following the Sunnah of the Prophet (saw)! May Allah (swt) show 
us the correct way with which to bring back the Islamic State! Nothing matters in this life except 
pleasing Him (swt)! 


39 




•** -- s.-- S i? _■? 

? - -■a .fl ■„ "■■■-" i-? I -- ■ || I SI ■ jy -* 9 »* -- ? -■ y ■* -* H J r. ■“ 3 -" 

^j_iJu I LeLS o^_3>-j - ■* 




1JJI 





? -- 



107. The Day when faces will turn white and faces will turn black, then as for those 
whose faces turn black, "Did you do kufr after Iman, then taste the punishment 
because you did kufr". 

In this ayah Allah (swt) brings our attention to the Day of Judgment. This is the Day that 
should always be in the forefront of our minds. Allah (swt) created us to serve and worship Him 
(swt). Allah (swt) tests us while we are in this world as to how well we lived our lives in worship 
and servitude to Him (swt). The Day of Judgment is the Day when we will return to Allah (swt) 
and He (swt) will judge us according to how well we fared on this test. So it is on this Day that 
we will see whether or not we fulfilled the purpose of our creation. Can you then even begin to 
imagine how important this Day is for all of us? That is why Allah (swt) repeats this Day so often 
in the Quran. Even in the Madani Surahs like this one, we find much mention of this Day. 

Allah (swt) says in this ayah "The Day when faces will turn white and faces will 
turn black". Here Allah (swt) is describing what will happen to the faces of people on the Last 
Day. Some faces will turn white and brighten, and some faces will turn black and darken. The 
faces that turn white and brighten are those who come to find out that Allah (swt) is pleased 
with them, the ones who come to find out that they have passed the test for which they were 
placed on the earth, the ones who come to find out that they are going to the Garden. This 
realization will bring them such pleasure and happiness that their faces will brighten with joy. The 
faces that turn black and darken are those who come to find out that Allah (swt) is displeased 
with them, the ones who come to find out that they have failed the test for which they were 
placed on the earth, the ones who come to find out that they are going to the Fire. So their faces 
will become dark and blacken because of their extreme fear, sorrow and regret. May Allah (swt) 
make us among those whose faces brighten and become white! 
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Some people who read only the translation of this ayah may think that Allah (swt) is 
pleased with those who are light skinned and that He (swt) is displeased with those are dark 
skinned. Of course this is not in true anyway. Such thinking only comes from an ignorance of the 
Quran and comes from growing up in a perverted culture that says that white is beautiful and 
that black is ugly. There is no truth to such thinking whatsoever. For human beings what is 
beautiful is only in the eyes of the beholder. But more importantly, for Allah (swt) your beauty 
lies in your dedication and servitude to Him (swt). The more sincere that you are to Allah (swt) 
and the more that you strive to worship and serve Him (swt), the more beautiful that you are to 
Him (swt). As we know from the hadith of the Prophet (saw), Allah (swt) does not look to our 
physical forms but He (swt) looks to our hearts. How much do we love Him (swt) with our hearts 
and how much do we dedicate our lives to Him (swt) because of this love? 

Even in the lifetime of the Prophet (saw), there were several righteous people who were 
dark skinned and there were several evil people who were light skinned. An example of the 
former is Bilal (ra). The Prophet (saw) himself heard the footsteps of Bilal (ra) in Paradise while 
he (saw) was alive. How pleased must Allah (swt) then have been with Bilal (ra) that He (swt) 
told His (swt)'s own messenger that this man was going to paradise? Allah (swt) was so pleased 
with Bilal (ra) and how he (ra) strived for His (swt)'s sake that Allah (swt) gave Bilal (ra) the 
good news of paradise even when he (ra) was still alive. On the other hand, there was Abu 
Lahab who was extremely light skinned and who even had a red beard. But this was a person 
whom Allah (swt) was so displeased with that He (swt) condemned him to the Fire even when he 
was still alive. We all know the Surah in the Quran where Allah (swt) describes how Abu Lahab 
will burn in the Fire. How displeased then must Allah (swt) have been with this cursed man? 

So we see that it is not the color of your skin that matters. You could be light skinned 
and go the Garden or you could be light skinned and go to the Fire. Similarly you could be dark 
skinned and go to the Garden or you could be dark skinned and go to the Fire. Your skin color 
was something that you were born with, and something about yourself that you cannot change. 
So Allah (swt) will not hold you accountable for it. Such is from His (swt)'s Mercy and Justice. 
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In the second part of this ayah Allah (swt) says "then as for those whose faces turn 
black, "Did you do kufr after Iman, then taste the punishment because you did kufr"". 

The scholars say that this part of the ayah is specifically referring to the hypocrites and the 
apostates. They say this because Allah (swt) describes such people as the ones who do kufr after 
having Iman. These then are the people whom Allah (swt) guided to the Light of Islam, but then 
they themselves chose kufr over Iman. They chose to be ungrateful to Allah (swt). They chose to 
cover and hide the Signs of Allah (swt). They chose to deny the tenets of this Aqeedah after they 
had once affirmed them. So because they chose to walk away from Allah (swt), after Allah (swt) 
had brought them near to Him (swt), they now have this terrible punishment. May Allah (swt) 
save us from such a fate! May Allah (swt) save our faces from darkening on that Day! 

An important lesson for us in this ayah is that we must never feel safe in our Iman. We 
should always feel blessed that Allah (swt) has guided us to the Truth. But at the same time we 
should always have a fear that we may lose our Iman if we ever become to be ungrateful to 
Allah (swt). Just as Allah (swt) placed the Light of Islam in our hearts, He (swt) can take it away 
if we are among those who surround ourselves in sin. The more that you commit sins, the more 
that you forget about Allah (swt). At the moment when you are committing the sin, you forget 
about Allah (swt). So the more moments of your life that you allow to pass you by in sin, the 
more moments you are heedless of Him (swt). Before you know it, you would be among those 
who have completely forgotten Him (swt). Completely forgotten your reason for being. This is the 
consequence of falling into sin. This is the consequence of not making an effort to remember 
Allah (swt) and an effort to please Him (swt). May Allah (swt) save us from this fate! 

Allah (swt) may also take away our Iman if we choose to follow falsehood after the Truth 
has been made clear to us. If we have been shown which is the correct method to work in the 
dawah, but we still choose to adhere to a false method only because of loyalty to an elder or only 
because of our loyalty to our friends, then Allah (swt) will not be pleased with us. We are 
showing that we prefer our elders and our friends to Him (swt). We are showing that we prefer 
the creation to the Creator. We are showing that we care more about loyalty to our group than to 
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sincerely serving Allah (swt) and His (swt)'s Din. Allah (swt) may be so displeased with us that 
He (swt) may take away our Iman. Then we would be among those who did kufr after having 
had Iman. We would be among those who are ungrateful to Him (swt) for Him (swt) having 
guided us to the Truth and having guided us on how to worship and serve Him (swt). Then we 
would be among those whose faces darken on that Day. Then we would be among those who 
taste the punishment on that Day. May Allah (swt) save us from that! May Allah (swt) give us the 
enabling grace to be loyal only to Him (swt) and His (swt)'s Messenger (saw)! 
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108. And as for those whose faces turn white, they are in Mercy of Allah and they stay 
therein forever. 

In the previous ayah Allah (swt) described to us a tremendous scene that will happen on 
the Day of Judgment. We saw a scene of all mankind standing before Allah (swt) on the vast 
expanse of the Plain of Judgment. Every single human being who was ever created was standing 
before Allah (swt). When the judgment of Allah (swt) comes down, we saw the faces of some of 
them brighten with happiness. These faces brightened so much that it is almost as if they 
became a shining white in color. But we also saw the faces of some of them darken and become 
almost black in color. They darkened with grief, regret and fear. We then saw Allah (swt) say to 
the ones whose faces darken to taste the punishment because they had done kufr after having 
Iman. This awesome Day was the reality that Allah (swt) brought our attention to in the previous 
ayah. So remember that in your life now, no matter what kind of difficulty that you are going 
through, you should still be overjoyed that you are not in the situation where you are being told 
by Allah (swt) to taste the punishment. You should always be happy that this at moment in your 
life, no matter how much pain and suffering you are going through, you are not hearing those 
words. This means that you still have some moments left in the life of this world to save yourself 
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from being among those who are told to taste the punishment. You still have some moments of 
your life left to strive to please Allah (swt) so that perhaps He (swt) will make you among those 
whose faces brighten with happiness. What will happen to those whose faces will turn bright? 
Allah (swt) tells us in this ayah. 

Allah (swt) says "And as for those whose faces turn white, they are in Mercy of 
Allah". How beautiful is this? How beautiful is this? They are in the Mercy of Allah (swt). What is 
the Mercy of Allah (swt)? The Mercy of Allah (swt) is the Garden. The Mercy of Allah (swt) is a 
place wherein they will know no pain or suffering. The Mercy of Allah (swt) is a place wherein 
they will experience only Pleasure. The Mercy of Allah (swt) is a place where they will find peace, 
contentment, and satisfaction. But most importantly, the Mercy of Allah (swt) is knowing that 
Allah (swt) is pleased with you. If Allah (swt) is pleased with you then what should matter to you 
after that? If Allah (swt) is pleased with you then what should you then care about after that? 

You worked so hard, you sacrificed so many of the things that you loved. But when you return to 
Allah (swt), you will realize that what you did was nothing. You will realize that what you did was 
nothing to be deserving of this Mercy. When you return to Allah (swt) you would wish that what 
you could have done is much more than what you did. But then you will realize that it does not 
matter. You will realize that it does not matter because Allah (swt) is pleased with you. As long 
as Allah (swt) is pleased with you, then nothing else should matter to you. May Allah (swt) make 
us among those whom He (swt) is pleased with! May Allah (swt) make us among those who find 
ourselves in His (swt)'s Mercy! 

Then Allah (swt) says, "they stay therein forever". This is the best part of being in the 
Mercy of Allah (swt). Once you find yourself in the Mercy of Allah (swt) you will find that it is a 
Mercy that never ends. No matter what pleasure that you experience in the life of this world, you 
are always sad that it will end. Even while you are experiencing that pleasure you are sad that it 
is going to end. But the Mercy of Allah (swt) is forever. In the Mercy of Allah (swt), you will 
experience pleasure and joy that will never end. The peace that you feel, the contentment that 
you feel, the tranquility that you feel, it will never end. What could be better than that? Is that 
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not the best pleasure of all? For you to know that this Mercy will never end, is that not the best 
pleasure of all? May Allah (swt) make us among those who will stay in His (swt)'s Mercy forever! 

The scholars note about this ayah and the previous ayah how Allah (swt) begins by 
telling us about the ones whose faces brighten, and how Allah (swt) ends by telling us about His 
(swt)'s Mercy. So in the beginning and in the end, Allah (swt) is telling us about His (swt)'s 
Mercy. Thus we see that the Mercy of Allah (swt) is far more important than His (swt)'s Wrath. 
Allah (swt) focuses much more on His (swt)'s Mercy than Fie (swt) does on His (swt)'s Wrath. 

The lesson that we can take from this is that we must all have a great hope in the Mercy of Allah 
(swt). We must all hope for the Mercy of Allah (swt) no matter how many sins we have done and 
no matter how many times we have fallen short on our obligations. We as human beings are so 
weak and forgetful creatures, that the Mercy of Allah (swt) is the only hope that we have. But 
remember that in order to get the Mercy of Allah (swt), you first have to have the Love of Allah 
(swt), and in order to get the Love of Allah (swt), you first have to please Him (swt). So please 
try with every moment of your life to do your best to please Allah (swt). Please Allah (swt) by 
doing the actions that He (swt) likes and by staying away from the actions that He (swt) does not 
like. Please Allah (swt) by following the Truth when it becomes clear to you. Please Allah (swt) by 
remaining loyal to Him (swt) and His (swt)'s Messenger instead of to your group or party. Please 
Allah (swt) by focusing your heart on Him (swt) instead of on the creation. Please Allah (swt) by 
giving up that which you love only for Him (swt). May Allah (swt) show us all that which pleases 
Him (swt) and may Allah (swt) give us the enabling grace to do that which pleases Him (swt)! 

Our life in this world is nothing but a quest to please Allah (swt). Nothing else matters. 
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109. These are the Signs of Allah, We recite them onto you in Truth, and Allah desires 
no injustice to the Ala min. 

So far in this second part of Surah we have learned several important ideas and 
concepts. We have learned the importance of unity for our Ummah. We have learned how we 
need to be united and how we can not let anything divide us. We cannot allow our home country 
or our language or our groups or anything else to create barriers between us and our fellow 
Muslims. We then learned about the importance of there being a group or movement that is 
working to restore the Islamic State. We learned how every Muslim has an obligation to start 
such a movement, or to join such a movement, or at least to support such a movement in 
whatever way they can. We also learned how we should be united in our dawah and how our 
situation today where every group is doing what they want is not acceptable. We then saw what 
will happen on the Day of Judgment. We saw how the faces of some will brighten and how the 
faces of some will darken. We saw how the faces that will brighten are those who have earned 
the Pleasure of Allah (swt) and the Mercy of Allah (swt). We saw how the faces that will darken 
are those who have earned the Wrath of Allah (swt) by doing kufr after Allah (swt) guided them 
to Islam. So Allah (swt) has told us a lot in these ayahs that we have just learned. But what are 
these ayahs? Are they just any words like you have words in a book? In this ayah Allah (swt) tells 
us what these ayahs are. 

Allah (swt) says "These are the Signs of Allah, We recite them onto you in Truth". 

These ayahs are the Signs of Allah (swt). Every single ayah is a proof that it could only be from 
Allah (swt). Every single ayah is inimitable by the mind of man. Every single ayah is at the peak 
of the Arabic language. Every single ayah gives the deepest meaning while using the fewest 
words. Every single ayah has such beauty that you could listen to that one ayah over and over 
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again till the day that you die and you will never get tired of hearing it. These ayahs are the 
Signs of Allah (swt). Not only are they the Signs of Allah (swt) but He (swt) recites them to us in 
Truth. This means that there is no doubt whatsoever in these ayahs. This means that there is no 
falsehood whatsoever in these ayahs. This means that we have no right at all to question 
anything that Allah (swt) says in these ayahs. So for example when Allah (swt) tells us that we as 
an Ummah must be united, then we must strive at once to unite ourselves. We cannot question 
or hesitate. Our reaction must be immediate obedience. This is because Allah (swt) recites these 
ayahs onto us in Truth. There can be no questioning or hesitating when it comes to the Truth. So 
we are reminded here that these ayahs are the Signs of Allah (swt). They show us the Truth of 
this Message. They are directly from the Creator and Sustainer of this universe. Thus we should 
rush to believe in them and we should rush to carry them out. 

Then Allah (swt) says "and Allah desires no injustice to the Alamiii'. The best 
translation of the word Alamin here is "all of the worlds", in other words it means all of the 
creation. Allah (swt) does not desire injustice to any of His (swt)'s creation. Allah (swt) is the 
complete Master and Owner for all of the creation and so it is impossible for Him (swt) to do any 
injustice to His (swt)'s creation. Allah (swt) can do whatsoever He (swt) pleases to His (swt)'s 
creation and it would not be injustice at all. This is because everything belongs to Allah (swt), 
and the Owner can do whatsoever He (swt) pleases to what He (swt) owns completely. But even 
though injustice can never be attributed to Allah (swt), Allah (swt) still does not desire to do 
injustice to any of the creation. Can you then realize the Beauty and Majesty of your Lord? He 
(swt) does not desire injustice to any of His (swt)'s creation. 

Allah (swt) does not want to do anything that anyone would in any way consider to be 
unjust. For example if Allah (swt) wanted He (swt) could send all of mankind to the Fire forever. 
Such an act would not be injustice because we are all owned by Allah (swt). He (swt) is our 
Creator and our Sustainer so He (swt) is Free to do with us whatsoever He (swt) pleases. 
However even this Allah (swt) does not desire to do. Allah (swt) has no desire to any injustice 
whatsoever to any of His (swt)'s creation. Even though to send all of mankind to the Fire for no 
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reason would not be injustice for Allah (swt), He (swt) still does not desire to do this to us. Allah 
(swt) does not desire anything for the creation that it would even closely resemble injustice in 
any way. Rather He (swt) wants for the creation only the best. The Mercy that Allah (swt) has for 
the creation is even more than the mercy that a mother has for her infant child. Can you then 
realize how much Mercy this is? Allah (swt) only displays Anger and Wrath in response to the 
actions of man. But Allah (swt) Himself is a Being of Mercy and Love. That is Who Allah (swt) IS, 
Allah (swt) is the Most Merciful and the Most Loving. Regardless of what man may do, Allah (swt) 
will always be the Most Merciful and the Most Loving. This is why Allah (swt) does not desire 
injustice to any of the creation. Allah (swt) does not desire injustice for you, Allah (swt) does not 
desire injustice to me, Allah (swt) does not desire injustice for the animals, Allah (swt) does not 
desire injustice for the plants, and Allah (swt) does not even desire injustice for Shaitan. 

Whatever Allah (swt) does is Just. This is something that we must always believe in. Once we 
know this then we can strive to the best of our ability to please Allah (swt) and we can always be 
sure that we will receive the full reward for what we have done and that no injustice will ever 
done to us. We also know that if we do wrong then the most that we would be punished is the 
amount that we deserve for the sin that we have done. We would never get even an atom's 
weight more than the punishment than what we deserve. But on the other hand if we do good 
then we would get much more than what we deserve in rewards and blessings. Such is the Mercy 
and the Justice of our Lord. He (swt) did not need to be so, but it is what He (swt) has chosen 
for Himself (swt). How Majestic and Glorious is He (swt)! 

This Quran contains the Signs of Allah (swt) and He (swt) has recited them to us in 
Truth. One Day soon we will return to Him (swt) so that He (swt) may judge us according to how 
well we lived by this Quran. When we realize that Allah (swt) will not do injustice to us then we 
can strive to the best of our ability to live by this Quran and then we can be sure that our Lord 
will reward us in full for our efforts. We can be certain that no injustice whatsoever will be done 
to us. May Allah (swt) help us to always remember this fact! May Allah (swt) always help us to 
remember that He (swt) desires no injustice to any of the creation! 
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110. And to Allah Alone belongs all that is in the heavens and all that is in the earth. 
And to Allah returns the affairs. 

In the previous ayah Allah (swt) reminded us how these ayahs that we are learning are 
His (swt)'s Signs that He (swt) recites to us in Truth. The lesson that we learned from this is that 
we cannot have any doubts in these ayahs whatsoever. Rather we have to believe in everything 
that Allah (swt) tells us here with absolute certainty and we cannot have any doubt about them. 
Allah (swt) also told us in the previous ayah how He (swt) does not desire injustice to any of the 
creation. This is also something that we can have absolutely no doubt about. Our entire 
relationship with Allah (swt) hinges on the fact that we believe with utmost certainty that He 
(swt) desires no injustice whatsoever to any of the creation. In this ayah Allah (swt) continues to 
describe Himself (swt) to us. 

Allah (swt) says in this ayah "And to Allah Alone belongs all that is in the heavens 
and all that is in the earth". These words are repeated often in Quran, but do you truly 
understand what they mean. To begin with, it means that every single thing in the universe, 
every single thing, is the complete property of Allah (swt). Allah (swt) owns every single thing in 
this entire universe. What does it mean for Allah (swt) to own something? It means only that 
which is pleasing to Allah (swt) can be done with that thing. So for example Allah (swt) owns 
you. This means you only have the right to do with yourself that which is pleasing to Allah (swt). 
You have no right whatsoever to do that which is not pleasing to Him (swt). Allah (swt) is the 
Owner of your wealth, so you can only do with your wealth that which is pleasing to Him (swt). 
Allah (swt) also owns this earth. So there can only exist on this earth that which is pleasing to 
Him (swt). Everything in the creation belongs to Allah (swt) and thus everything in the creation 
must be used to please Him (swt). 
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So one lesson that we can take from this part of the ayah is to realize that we belong to 
Allah (swt) and thus we must live our lives to please Him (swt). Our existence is only one of 
servitude to Allah (swt). We exist only to spend our lives trying to the best of our ability to please 
Allah (swt). Nothing else should matter in our lives. Another lesson that we can take from this 
part of the ayah is that we must always be pleased with whatever situation or circumstance that 
Allah (swt) places us in. We have no right whatsoever to complain about anything that happens 
to us. This is because we are the complete property of Allah (swt) and so He (swt) can do with 
us whatsoever He (swt) pleases. We have no right to complain about what Allah (swt) does to 
His (swt)'s own property. He (swt) may do good to it or He (swt) may do evil to it. In either way 
we should be content. May Allah (swt) give us the enabling grace to be content with whatever 
situation or circumstance that He (swt) places us in! 

This ayah is also a powerful evidence as to why the only country that can exist on this 
earth is the Islamic State. When you say that all that is in the earth belongs to Allah (swt) then 
what right does man have to set up a country where he rules by his own law? Does this earth 
belong to him for him to do therein whatsoever he pleases? Did he create this earth? Is he the 
one who is sustaining and maintaining this earth? Of course not. Rather Allah (swt) created this 
earth and He (swt) is the One Who sustains this earth for every moment of its existence. Who 
then does this earth belong to? Whose law must be allowed to rule this earth? How can we be so 
arrogant that we can turn away from this? So on this earth must exist only that which is pleasing 
to Allah (swt) and everything that is displeasing to Him (swt) must be removed from it. So for 
example the sound of the adhan is pleasing to Allah (swt). Thus the sound of the adhan must be 
heard on every corner of this earth. On the other hand the sight of women showing their beauty 
in public is displeasing to Allah (swt), so no woman must be allowed to show her beauty in 
public. This earth belongs only to Allah (swt) and so only that which pleases Him (swt) must be 
allowed to exist on it. This is only the beginning of the meaning of "to Allah Alone belongs all 
that is in the heavens and all that is in the earth". The more that you think about these 
words, Insha Allah the more of it's meanings you will discover. 
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In the second part of this ayah Allah (swt) says "And to Allah returns the affairs". 


Not only does this entire universe belong to Allah (swt), but in the end every single affair in this 
universe returns to Allah (swt) for decision. In the end every single affair returns to Allah (swt) 
for judgment. Nothing happens in this universe except by the Will and Permission of Allah (swt). 
For anything to happen in this universe, Allah (swt) must allow that thing to happen. If Allah 
(swt) does not allow an event to occur, then that event will not occur. So for example you think 
that you will be alive five minutes from now. But you should know that if Allah (swt) does not 
give permission for your heart to beat it will not beat. In fact it is Allah (swt) Who is making your 
heart beat right at this very moment. Allah (swt) is making your heart beat as Fie (swt) is 
digesting the food in your stomach as Fie (swt) is removing the impurities from your blood as Fie 
(swt) is taking in air through your lungs as Fie (swt) is making your eyes read these words. 
Everything that is happening is only happening because of Allah (swt). Even your actions are the 
creation of Allah (swt). The extent of your free will is only to your intentions. You as a soul whom 
Allah (swt) created and gave free will can only intend to do this or to do that, but it is Allah (swt) 
Who creates the actions that you intend you do. Sometimes you have the power to do that which 
you intend to do and sometimes you do not. It is yet another affair that returns to Allah (swt) for 
decision. So everything in this universe happens only because of Allah (swt). If Allah (swt) does 
not want something to happen, then it will not happen. Even the leaf that falls from the tree, it 
only falls by the permission of Allah (swt) and it only falls with the Power of Allah (swt). Every 
single event in this universe that is going to occur first goes to Allah (swt), if Fie (swt) gives 
permission for that event to occur, only then will it take place. Even when it takes place, it only 
takes place through the Power of Allah (swt). Can you then even begin to comprehend Who Allah 
(swt) IS? What excuse do you then have for living your life heedless of Him (swt)? What excuse 
do you have for not living your life in servitude to Him (swt)? What excuse do you have for not 
falling in love with Him (swt) and not spending your life trying to please Him (swt)? So Majestic 
and Sublime is Fie (swt)! Flow can we as mankind continue to be heedless of Him (swt)? Therein 
lies the greatest of crimes! 
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In addition to giving the meaning that all affairs in this world return to Allah (swt) for 
judgment, this ayah also gives the meaning that all affairs in the Hereafter as well will return to 
Allah (swt) for judgment. On the Day of Judgment, every single person will go back to Allah (swt) 
for judgment. Not only will Allah (swt) judge every single person individually but Allah (swt) will 
also judge the conflicts and disputes that may have arose between people. Allah (swt) will settle 
every single dispute that has happened between the people on that Day. Justice will be done for 
every single person on that Day. So if you have cheated your Muslim brother in any way, if you 
have taken anything from your Muslim brother that did not belong to you, then know that one 
Day soon that matter will return to Allah (swt) for judgment. Similarly if you have backbitten or 
slandered your Muslim brother, or even spoken anything about him that he might not be pleased 
with, then know that one Day soon that matter will return to Allah (swt). Allah (swt) will judge 
between the two of you and He (swt) will do the most perfect justice. 

One lesson that we can take from this is that we must never be sad or depressed from 
all of the injustice that we see happening all over the world today. We must know that every 
single affair will one Day soon return to Allah (swt) and that He (swt) will do justice for all. Allah 
(swt) will pay back every evildoer for the evil that they have done. Allah (swt) will do justice for 
all those who were wronged or oppressed in any way. Allah (swt) will reward every single good 
deed that was done sincerely for Him (swt). Every single affair will be returned to Allah (swt) and 
He (swt) will do justice for all. So let whatever happens happen. Know that one Day soon, every 
single affair is going to return to Allah (swt) and then He (swt) will pass judgment on that affair. 
Allah (swt) is the All-Knowing, the Most Wise, and the Most Just, so you can be sure that the 
most perfect Justice will be done to everyone. Why then should you be sad then when you know 
that every single affair is going to return to the Most Just? 

One doubt that may arise here is that are we not working for the restoration of the 
Islamic State so that justice can return to mankind? If so then should we not be sad when we 
see all of the injustice and oppression in this world? The answer to this doubt is that there is 
nothing wrong with feeling some amount of sadness when you see all of this suffering and 
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oppression. Any human being with a heart would feel such sadness when they see all that is 
happening in the world today. But we as Muslims should always console ourselves with the fact 
that everything will return to Allah (swt) in the end, and then He (swt) will do justice for all. This 
fact should bring us consolation and prevent us from falling into depression. Seeing all of this 
suffering should not distract us from serving our Lord. We should have the conviction that over 
everyone and everything He (swt) is present. So for whatever evil or injustice that is done in the 
world today there is a Day of Judgment that is coming soon where all the wrongs will be righted. 
May Allah (swt) help us to always remember this! May Allah (swt) save us from grief and sorrow! 

As for the Islamic State, we are working for the restoration of Islam only because we are 
seeking to gain the Pleasure of Allah (swt). That is the only reason why we should be working 
towards this goal. We are not seeking to bring justice for mankind. We are not seeking to give 
power to the Muslims. We are not seeking to end the suffering of the world. Rather we are only 
seeking to please Allah (swt) and fulfill the purpose of our creation. We live for Him (swt). He 
(swt) is all that we care about. He (swt) told us to work to establish the Islamic State so that 
there will be no more oppression on the earth and so that His (swt)'s Law can rule the world and 
so that is the only reason why we work in this dawah. Yes, the Law of Allah (swt) will bring 
justice for mankind. Yes, the Islamic State will take care of the suffering masses of the world. But 
that is not the reason why we work in this dawah. Rather we work in this dawah only to please 
Allah (swt). If He (swt) is content with us then this is all that matters. Even if we never 
reestablish the Islamic State. Even if we never even convince one person of the need for a State. 
As long as we make the effort sincerely for Allah (swt) and we can hope that He (swt) is pleased 
with us then this is all that matters. May Allah (swt) help us to always remember this fact! 

May Allah (swt) give us the enabling grace to do the best that we can to earn His (swt)'s 
Pleasure! Such is the only goal that is worth living for. 
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111. You are the best nation raised up for mankind, you enjoin the M'aruf and you 
destroy the munkar and you have Iman in Allah. And if the People of the Book had 
believed it would have been better for them. From them are (some) believers but 
many of them are criminals. 

This is one of the most important ayahs in all of the Quran for our Muslim Ummah today. 
Allah (swt) reminds us in this ayah who we are. Allah (swt) reminds our Ummah what is our role 
and responsibility in the world. He (swt) tells us who we are and what we need to do. This ayah 
gives us the hope of a great aspiration that we can all strive to achieve and it also gives the stern 
warning of a trap that we can all fall into. This is an ayah that every Muslim man, woman and 
child should know by heart. Whenever your heart feels low. Whenever your forget what your 
worth is. Whenever Shaitan comes and tells you that you have no value, then recite this ayah to 
yourself. See how the Lord and Master of the universe is speaking of you in this ayah. 

Allah (swt) begins this ayah by saying "You are the best nation raised up for 
mankind". This is an address from Allah (swt), the Lord and Master of the universe, to the 
Ummah of the Prophet (saw). This is an address to me and you. Allah (swt) says that we are the 
best nation that has ever been raised up for mankind. We are the best nation that Allah (swt) has 
ever raised up to carry His (swt)'s Message to mankind. We know that Allah (swt) selects a group 
of believers to accompany His (swt)'s messenger and to support that messenger in delivering His 
(swt)'s to mankind. We know that the Prophet (saw) was the last of those messengers. Now the 
responsibility of carrying the Message of Allah (swt) to the people has fallen upon us. Allah (swt) 
is telling us here that we are the best nation that He (swt) has ever raised up for this task. We 
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are the best nation that the Message of Allah (swt) has ever been given to. So the meaning of 
this is that not only are we the best of nations among mankind today, but the meaning of this is 
also that the Ummah of the Prophet (saw) is the best nation that has ever existed among all of 
mankind. Thus this statement is true across peoples and across time. We are the best of nations 
whom Allah (swt) has ever raised up for this most important of tasks of delivering His (swt)'s 
Message to mankind. 

What does this then mean for you and me? It means that you should proud of who you 
are. You should be proud of the fact that you are Muslim. It is by the fact that you are Muslim, it 
is by the fact that you belong to this Ummah of the Prophet (saw) that Allah (swt) has raised you 
above all of mankind. So you should be extremely proud of the fact that you are Muslim. Know 
that you are the representative of Allah (swt) to all of mankind, you are the one delivering His 
(swt)'s Message to the people. Know that you belong to the Ummah of the beloved (saw) of 
Allah (swt) and know that you are following in his (saw)'s footsteps. There is nothing that can 
bring you more honor than this. There is nothing that Allah (swt) likes more than this. 

So why is it today that we see so many Muslims who are trying to hide their Muslim 
identity? Why is it that we see so many Muslims who are ashamed of the fact that they are 
Muslim? The sisters refuse to wear hijab and the brothers refuse to keep beards when these are 
the symbols of our Din. They do this because they not want to be associated with Muslims. They 
think that the people might not like them if they know that they are Muslim. They worry more 
about the creation than about the Creator. They worry more about the slaves than about the 
Lord and Master. Many of them even go so far as to change their names so that others will not 
know that they are Muslim. Some of them even apostate and leave this Din! They do all of this 
when Allah (swt) is clearly telling them here that they are the best nation ever raised up for 
mankind. How then do you think that it will be when they return to Allah (swt) on the Last Day? 
Do you think that Allah (swt) will be pleased with them? What happens to those poor souls whom 
Allah (swt) is not pleased with on that Day? 
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But being a part of this Ummah is not simply having a Muslim name and saying that you 
are a Muslim. Simply having a Muslim name does not make you a part of this Ummah. It is what 
you do that makes you a part of this Ummah. The purpose of this Ummah is to carry the 
Message of Allah (swt) to mankind. So only when you involve yourself in this task for which this 
Ummah exists do you then become a part of this Ummah. From its inception the purpose of this 
nation has been dawah. The purpose of this nation has been to establish the Law of Allah (swt) 
on the earth and to carry the Message of Allah (swt) to mankind. That is the reason for which 
this Ummah exists. So it is only by involving yourself in the dawah can you truly say that you are 
part of this Ummah. Because this Ummah only exists to call mankind to Allah (swt). That is the 
purpose of this Ummah. If you are not participating in this task in any way, then how can you 
consider yourself to be a part of this Ummah? 

This point is made even clearer in the next part of the ayah where Allah (swt) tells us 
exactly why we are the best nation ever raised for mankind. Allah (swt) says "you enjoin the 
M'aruf and you destroy the munkar and you have Iman in Allah". It is by performing 
these three tasks that we can say that we are a part of this Ummah. The first is that we must 
establish the M'aruf. We must establish in the land all that is pleasing to Allah (swt). The second 
is that we must destroy the munkar. We must remove from the land all that is displeasing to 
Allah (swt). Finally we must believe in Allah (swt). To believe in Allah (swt) here does not simply 
mean to have belief in our hearts. It is to believe in Allah (swt) in our hearts, it is to do the 
actions that validate and show this belief and it is to convey this belief to others. To do all three 
of these is what it means to truly believe in Allah (swt). Although doing only the first of these 
makes one a believer, for that belief to become perfect and actualized the remaining two must be 
done as well. Also the belief here is not simply believing in Allah (swt) as the One Whom we 
worship, but it is to believe in Allah (swt) as He (swt) has described Himself in the Quran and 
Sunnah. It is to believe in Him (swt) as the Perfect One, the One has no partner or equal, the 
Eternal and the Self-Subsisting Who created everything and Who is sustaining everything. The 
One with all of the Perfect Names. The God to be worshipped, the Master to be served and the 
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Sovereign to be obeyed. Only when you believe in Allah (swt) in this way can you truly be said to 
believe in Him (swt). So to be a part of this Ummah that is the best Ummah ever raised up for 
mankind, we have to do all three of these tasks. We have to establish the M'aruf, we have to 
destroy the munkar, and we have to believe in Allah (swt) in the true sense of the word. Also 
notice in this ayah how Allah (swt) mentions dawah before He (swt) mentions Iman. This further 
goes to show how important dawah is in the life of the Muslim. How can you say that you truly 
believe in this Message if you are not in involved in calling others to it? 

Without a doubt this is a difficult task. There are several obstacles that stand in our way. 
There are many forces who do not want to see the Law of Allah (swt) established in the land, 
and the Message of Allah (swt) to reach the people. But Sayyid Qutb tells us in his tafsir of this 
ayah that Allah (swt) did not choose us for this task at random. Allah (swt) is the All-Knowing 
and the All-Wise. Allah (swt) thus knew that there was something about our Ummah that made 
us worthy of this mission. Allah (swt) Knows that there is something about you that makes you 
worthy of this mission. So even if you do not see it in yourself, you should know that Allah (swt) 
Sees it in you. Allah (swt) Sees within you the potential of being worthy of being in this Ummah. 
You did not ask to be a part of this Ummah but Allah (swt) chose you to be in this Ummah. This 
means that you have buried deep within you the capacity to carry out this mission. You know 
that Allah (swt) will not lay upon you a burden more than you can bear. So you have to believe 
that you are capable of this mission. You have to believe that you have it within you to be part of 
the best nation ever raised for mankind. So do not ever let Shaitan tell you that you are not up to 
this task. Do not ever doubt yourself. But rather always try your very best and put your trust in 
Allah (swt). When you realize that He (swt) is with you then you will know that you do not need 
anything else after that. When you realize that He (swt) is with you then you know that you are 
indeed capable of doing what He (swt) is asking of you. Allah (swt) has told us elsewhere in the 
Quran that with every difficulty there comes ease. So although this task of carrying dawah is 
extremely difficult there is also ease within it. That ease comes from recognizing the Majesty and 
the Greatness of Allah (swt). Because of your love and awe for Him (swt) this is easy for you. 
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Sayyid Qutb also asks to note how Allah (swt) chose us as the nation to guide mankind. 
We are the nation whom Allah (swt) sent to deliver His (swt)'s Message to mankind. We are the 
nation whom Allah (swt) sent to show the world how they should live. Why is it then that we see 
our Ummah adopting and copying the ways of others? Today you see Muslims calling for 
"democracy", "freedoms", "capitalism" and other kufr ideas that come from the mind of man. All 
of these ideas come from the limited and corrupted mind of man and all of these ideas contradict 
the Divine way of life that Allah (swt) has chosen for us. So how pathetic is it when the reformer 
starts to follow the errant ways of the ones whom he was sent to reform? What a failure that 
reformer must be to the One Who sent him? How much a failure must we be to Allah (swt) when 
we call for the ideas of kufr while we have His (swt)'s Din with us? We were sent to save 
mankind from this darkness and here you have some fools in our Ummah calling to this darkness. 
What then do you think will be the station of such people when they return to Allah (swt)? May 
Allah (swt) save us from being like them! May Allah (swt) help us to realize the Light of Islam 
and the darkness of all other ways! 

In the second part of this ayah Allah (swt) says "And if the People of the Book had 
believed it would have been better for them". Mawdudi tells us in his tafsir of this ayah that 
the "People of the Book" here refers specifically to the children of Israil. They were the ones who 
were responsible for carrying this Message to mankind before our Ummah. Allah (swt) says about 
them here that if they had believed then it would have been better for them. So from here as 
well we see that belief does not simply mean believing in the heart that Allah (swt) is the One 
Whom you worship but rather belief here means believing in Allah (swt) as the complete Lord 
and Master and belief also here means doing the actions to validate one's belief and carrying this 
belief to others. This is where the children of Israil failed. This is the mistake that they made. 
They fell into the trap of not doing the actions to show their belief in Allah (swt) and they fell into 
the trap of not carrying this Message to others. As we know from their history, they slowly but 
surely started committing sins. They also slowly but surely fell short in their obligations. Soon 
they were committing the major sins like adultery and taking interest, and soon they were 
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missing the major obligations like Salah and Zakat. Soon they also neglected their responsibility 
of carrying this Message to mankind and soon they neglected their responsibility of ruling their 
land according to the Law of Allah (swt). By doing all of this they failed to believe correctly in 
Allah (swt). By doing all of this they failed to have Iman. Allah (swt) says in this part of the ayah 
that had they had Iman it would have been better for them. This means that they may have had 
a chance of being saved on the Last Day if only they had had Iman. Now Allah (swt) Knows best 
about what will be their fate. Allah (swt) Knows best what will be the fate of our Ummah as well. 
But does it not shock you and frighten you to see how similar we have become to them? May 
Allah (swt) save us! 

Allah (swt) then says "From them are (some) believers but many of them are 
criminals". Here Allah (swt) lets us know that a few among the children of Israil are believers. A 
few of them did believe in this Message that the Prophet (saw) was sent with. Some of these 
even became the very best of the believers. Included in this company are the likes of Abdullah 
bin Salam (ra) and Saffiya (ra). These were two of the best of Muslims from the time of the 
Prophet (saw) and they used to be from the children of Israil. They used to be Jews before they 
accepted Islam. These were those who were sincere enough to accept this Message. These were 
those who cared more about worshipping and serving Allah (swt) than their pride and their 
desires. That is why, unlike others of their nation, they accepted this Message once they realized 
that it was the Truth. So we see from here that not all of them were evil. Even among the Jews 
at the time of the Prophet (saw), there were good and sincere people. 

But these sincere believers from the children of Israil were more the exception than the 
rule, because Allah (swt) clearly tells us here that the vast majority of them were criminals. The 
vast majority of them were criminals because they were too proud to accept the Prophet (saw) 
even though they were certain that he (saw) was the Messenger of Allah (swt). The vast majority 
of them were criminals because they chose to being a slave to their desires rather than being a 
slave to Allah (swt). The vast majority of them were criminals because they committed the major 
sins like adultery or the taking of interest or because they were silent when others committed 
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these sins. The vast majority of them were criminals because they turned away from their 
Creator and Sustainer. The vast majority of them were criminals because they neglected the 
duties that they owed to Him (swt). Before you start cursing the Jews, look at the Muslim 
Ummah today. Is this not our situation today? Are not the true and sincere believers among us 
few and the criminals and the sinners many? How many are the Muslims today who even fail to 
pray the five daily prayers on time? How many are the Muslims who deal in interest in its various 
forms? How many are the Muslims who live in lands where the Law of Allah (swt) is not being 
implemented and they do not see a problem with this? How many are the Muslims who are not 
involved in the dawah anyway? We who are supposed to be the best nation ever raised up for 
mankind. May Allah (swt) make us wake up and see who we have become! 
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112. They will not harm you except a slight hurt, and if they fight you then they will 
turn their backs to you, then they will not be helped. 

In the previous ayah Allah (swt) reminded us who we are. We are the best nation that 
He (swt) has ever been raised up for the guidance of mankind. We deliver His (swt)'s Message to 
mankind. We implement His (swt)'s Law on the earth. What could be a more honorable task than 
that? What could be a more honorable way to spend our lives? Who then could be more 
honorable than the members of this Ummah? But Allah (swt) also reminded us that we have this 
position of honor only because our job in life is one of dawah. We work to carry the Message of 
Allah (swt) to mankind. In addition we also work to establish the M'aruf, and we work to destroy 
the munkar and we believe in Allah (swt) in the truest sense of the word. This is what makes us 
into the best nation ever raised up for mankind. Allah (swt) also told us about the nation who 
was given this task before us. Allah (swt) told us how they failed in this mission because they 
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refused to believe in Allah (swt) correctly. They refused to believe in Allah (swt) as the complete 
Lord and Master who must be obeyed in all spheres of life, they refused to show their beliefs 
through their actions, they refused to rule their land by the Law of Allah (swt) and they refused 
to carry the Message of Allah (swt) to mankind. How then can anyone be considered true 
believers when they fail to do all of these? Allah (swt) warned us about their mistakes so that we 
would not repeat them. So that we would not become like them. Allah (swt) also told us how 
very few of them are believers in this Message and He (swt) told us how the vast majority of 
them are criminals. Not only will these criminals among them refuse to believe in this Message, 
but they will also continue to oppose this Message until the Last Day. They will continue to try to 
destroy this Message and this Ummah. Should then we as an Ummah fear them? Could they ever 
prevent us from fulfilling our mission if we remain true to Allah (swt)? Allah (swt) responds to 
such doubts in this part of the ayah. 

Allah (swt) says "They will not harm you except a slight hurt". They cannot hurt us 
except a little bit. They cannot injure us except in the slightest. This is because the extent of 
their power is limited to the life of this world. Even in this world, the extent of their power is only 
limited to our bodies. They have no control over our hearts. They have no control over our Iman. 
So what is the worst that they can do to us? What is the absolute worst that they can do to us? 
They can make us fear. They can torture us. They can take away our worldly possessions. They 
can kill us. This is the absolute worst that they can do. They can do no more than this. Allah 
(swt) considers all of this only a slight hurt. This is because this world was not created for us to 
feel pain in it. This world was only created as a test for us. So any pain that we feel in this world 
is not the real pain. The real pain is what awaits us in the Hereafter if we disregard our 
obligations to Allah (swt). That is the real pain. What the enemies of this Message can do to us in 
the life of this world is nothing when compared to that pain. It is only a slight hurt when 
compared to that pain. May Allah (swt) save us from that terrible pain in the Hereafter! May Allah 
(swt) give us the determination and the strength to bear all that the enemies of this Message 
may do to us in the life of this world! Only with Allah (swt) can we make it through any pain! 
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Then Allah (swt) says "and if they fight you then they will turn their backs to 

you". Here Allah (swt) describes for us what would happen if we ever met the People of the 
Book in open combat on the battlefield. Those who refuse to follow this Message and who seek 
to destroy this Message are a people who are in love with the life of this world. Their greatest 
concern is saving their bodies from pain and being alive in this world for as long as possible. 

They want nothing more than to get as much pleasure as possible from the life of this world. 
Their hearts are attached to the life of this world instead of being attached to Allah (swt). So 
what then should be the outcome if these kind of people should ever meet the Muslims in open 
combat? They know who the Muslims are. They know that the Muslims are a people who have 
given themselves to Allah (swt). They know that the Muslims are soldiers who will fight without 
fear on the battlefield, the only fear that a Muslim soldier has is his fear of Allah (swt). They also 
know that the Muslim soldier will strive his hardest when he is on the battlefield. He will swing 
and brandish his sword with the most force and power that his body can muster. This is because 
the Muslim soldier knows that Allah (swt) Knows his striving, and so he strives his hardest to 
please his Rabb. This is why they have always feared the Muslims. Allah (swt) tells us here that if 
they were to ever meet us in open combat, they would turn on their backs and run. They would 
run and flee from the army of the Muslims. 

The lesson that we can take from this part of the ayah is to realize that Allah (swt) is 
consoling us. Allah (swt) is consoling us just like He (swt) consoled the Muslims as the time of 
the Prophet (saw). Allah (swt) is telling us that it is true that the enemies of this Message have a 
great amount of wealth and resources, and it is true that they are planning to destroy this 
Message that He (swt) has sent for the guidance of mankind. But we as an Ummah should never 
fear them. They can never hurt us except a little, and if they were to meet us in combat then 
they would turn on their backs and run. They will run from us as long as our hearts are attached 
to Allah (swt) and not to the life of this world. They fear the ones who fear Allah (swt). So 
instead of worrying about them, we have to work on building our relationship with Allah (swt). 
This is a task that will take our entire lives. Our entire life is nothing but a journey to Allah (swt). 
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Our whole life is nothing but striving at every moment to please Allah (swt) so that we come 
closer to Him (swt) through our obedience and love of Him (swt). So do not worry about the 
enemies of this Message. Do not worry about what they can do to you. They cannot hurt you 
except a little. You just try the best that you can do for the sake of this Din. You just try your 
best to stand up for the Truth and to spread the Truth about this Message. Let them plot and 
plan, Allah (swt) is also plotting and planning and Allah (swt) is the Best of Planners! 

In the final part of this ayah Allah (swt) says "then they will not be helped". When 
they see a true Muslim army fighting for the sake of Allah (swt) they will turn and run. They will 
try to escape the swords of the Muslims. Even if they are able to escape the Muslims, they will 
never be able to escape Allah (swt). One day or another, death will catch up to them. What then 
will be their fate when they return to Allah (swt)? As Allah (swt) says in this ayah their fate is 
that they will not be helped. They will not have anyone to help them against the Wrath of Allah 
(swt). They will have no one to help them when they are being thrown into the Fire. They will 
have no one to help them while they are burning in the Fire. They sold their covenant with Allah 
(swt) for the life of this world. But when they are in the Fire they will realize that there is nothing 
of this world that can save them in that Fire. All of the wealth that they amassed will not be 
accepted as a ransom to escape from the punishment. All of the soldiers and underlings who 
served them in the life of this world will be nowhere to found. All of the pleasures and joys that 
they partook in the life of this world will be completely finished. They will not even have a 
memory of these pleasures. From that moment on they will know nothing but pain. They will 
know nothing but pain and they will realize that there is no one to help them or save them from 
that pain. There will be no one to help them all. Not even the angels over the Fire will give them 
any kind of help. They will cry out for help but none of their cries will be answered. They are 
alone with the Wrath of Allah (swt). The Wrath of Allah (swt) is pain like the human mind cannot 
even imagine. May Allah (swt) save us from that! May Allah (swt) save us from ever becoming 
like them! May Allah (swt) give us the enabling grace to believe in this Message and to support 
this Message with every ounce of strength that we have! 
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113. Stamped over them is Ad-Dhilla wherever they are to be found, except (those 
among them who are) with a covenant from Allah and a covenant from men, and they 
have brought down upon themselves Wrath from Allah, and stamped over them is Al- 
Maskana. That is because they used to make kufr to the Signs of Allah and kill the 
prophets without right. That is because they disobeyed and they used to transgress 
all bounds. 

In the previous ayah Allah (swt) told us about those Jews and the Christians who would 
reject this Message even after they were certain that it was the Truth. Not only would they reject 
this Message from the Lord and Master of the universe, from their own Creator and Sustainer, 
but they would oppose it and try to destroy it with all of the power that they can muster. So 
much is their hatred for this Din and such is the evil in their hearts. So far it is that have they 
turned away from Allah (swt). But Allah (swt) consoled us and told us how they cannot harm us 
except a little. Only a little harm in this world could they do to us. And if they would ever meet us 
in open combat, and we are among those whose hearts are attached to Allah (swt), then they 
would turn their backs and run. They cannot do any real harm to this Ummah but instead they 
will always run. They will run their whole lives from Allah (swt), but they will never be able to 
escape Him (swt). They will return to Allah (swt), then they will have no one to help them 
against His (swt)'s Wrath. Such are the people who have chosen to be the enemies of this 
Message. In this ayah Allah (swt) continues to describe for us such people. From such 
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descriptions you can know who your enemy is and who you have to save yourself from 
becoming. 

Allah (swt) begins this ayah by saying, "Stamped over them is Ad-Dhilla wherever 
they are to be found". Ad-Dhilla cannot easily be translated into English. It gives meanings of 
"humiliation", "abasement" and "indignity". Allah (swt) describes the people who would reject 
this Message as the ones who have Ad-Dhilla covered all over them. Ad-Dhilla covers them 
and is draped over them like a tent. Think about what this means for a moment. Abasement and 
humiliation covers them like a tent. They are the most the disgraced and humiliated of people. 
They were created for the most noble of purposes. They were created to be the representatives 
of Allah (swt) on this earth. They were created to worship and serve Allah (swt). They were 
shown a path to the Divine and they chose instead to turn away from it. They chose instead the 
lowliest of existences. They chose to live their lives only to satisfy their lusts and their desires. 
They chose to live a life of the animals. Even the animals are better than them because Allah 
(swt) did not give the animals a mind like He (swt) gave them. They chose to throw away their 
minds and live only for the gratification of their carnal desires. That is why humiliation and shame 
is made to cover them like a tent. They are the most disgraceful and lowliest of creatures. 

Now when we look at them with our eyes they may seem to be the most honored people 
in the world. They may wear the best clothes, they may ride in the most expensive cars, they 
may have the biggest houses and their make-up and illusions could make them the most 
physically attractive of people. This is what we may see if we focus only on the surface of their 
existence. But we should remember that they are a people who have turned away from Allah 
(swt). We should remember that they are a people who were walked away from Allah (swt). 
Remind yourself again as to Who Allah (swt) IS and then you will realize what a lowly and 
despicable people they are. What kind of a people would turn away from Allah (swt)? Can you 
even imagine the kind of life that they have where they live without remembering Allah (swt) at 
all? How empty and meaningless their lives must be? So we should never be fooled by their 
outward appearances. The glitter and show that is on the outside hides a heart that is devoid of 
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Allah (swt) on the inside. A heart of darkness and pain. May Allah (swt) save us from ever 
becoming like them! 

This abasement and humiliation that is made to cover them is not only for a certain 
period of time, or only in a particular place. But it is for all times and at all places. As Allah (swt) 
tells us in this ayah Ad-Dhilla is stamped over them wherever they are to be found. Everywhere 
they go they will have this humiliation and disgrace. This is because for all of their lives they are 
heedless of Allah (swt). Only when you think about Allah (swt), only when you live your life to 
worship and serve Allah (swt), only then does your life have any purpose. Otherwise you are 
nothing more than a container of contaminated things. You are nothing but a processing unit 
that takes in beautiful and nice smelling food and produces disgusting and foul smelling things. 
That is the purpose of your existence if you do not dedicate your life to Allah (swt). These people 
are like that. They have Ad-Dhilla covering them wherever they go. It covers them everywhere 
they go because wherever they go they are thinking about something else besides Allah (swt) 
and whatever they do they are doing it for other than Allah (swt). Thus shame and abasement 
covers them wherever they may go. They are the most lowliest and disgusting of creatures 
because of their turning away from Allah (swt) and because of their heedlessness of Him (swt). 
May Allah (swt) save us from ever becoming like them! 

In the next part of the ayah Allah (swt) says "except (those among them who are) 
with a covenant from Allah and a covenant from men". We saw in the previous part of the 
ayah that shame and abasement covers these people wherever they go. In this part of the ayah 
Allah (swt) tells us that there is one exception to this rule. There is one time in which Ad-Dhilla 
does not cover them like a tent. That is when they have a covenant with Allah (swt) and a 
covenant with men. The scholars say that this refers to when they have a treaty of peace with 
the Islamic State. Even though these are the most despicable of people, there is one time in 
which shame and abasement does not cover them and that is when they have made peace with 
Muslims. When they have a peace treaty with the Muslims that is the only time in which they can 
be said to be free of this abasement and humiliation. At least at during such a time they are a 
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people who honor their treaties with the Muslims. At least at this time they are not working to 
destroy the Message that Allah (swt) has sent. Some of them may even live in peace as citizens 
of the Islamic State. During this brief period when they are not opposing the Message of Allah 
(swt), then this shame and disgrace does not cover them. During this brief time, their humiliation 
is lifted from them. History clearly shows us this fact as well. Whenever the Jews and Christians 
made a genuine and sincere peace with the Muslims, and whenever they lived under the 
protection of the Islamic State, that was the only time in which they had honor to their lives. 

Since they were living under the Law of Allah (swt), their desires and their greed were in check. 
For example in the Islamic State you would not see women walking around naked like you see 
today. In the Islamic State you would not find not interest and usury permitted like it is today. So 
the Jews and Christians who lived in the Islamic State and who made peace with the Muslims 
were free to some extent from this abasement and humiliation. They did not live a life of sin and 
perversion because there were no avenues open for such sin and perversion. But the moment in 
which they return to opposition of the Message of Allah (swt), the moment in which they break 
their treaty with the Muslims, the moment in which they plot to destroy the Islamic State, then 
Ad-Dhilla is brought back over them and it will cover and drape them once again. 

Then Allah (swt) says "and they have brought down upon themselves Wrath from 
Allah". What have these people done to themselves by their opposition of this Message? What 
have they done by willfully turning away from this Message after they were certain that it was 
from Allah (swt)? They have done nothing but bring down the Anger of Allah (swt) upon 
themselves. How evil could a people be that they would make the Most Merciful and the Most 
Kind and the Most Sublime angry with them? What could they possibly do to make such a Being 
Angry? This shows us the vastness and the extent of their evil. They have chosen to completely 
turn away from Allah (swt) and that is why His (swt)'s Wrath descends down upon them. They 
were a people who were certain that this Message was True and they were certain of their 
responsibilities and still they chose to turn away from Allah (swt). What then can they expect 
from Allah (swt) except Wrath? May Allah (swt) save us from ever becoming like them! 
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These people have the Wrath of Allah (swt) upon them both in the life of this world and 
in the Hereafter. The worst of their pain in the life of this world is the emptiness that they feel in 
their hearts. Allah (swt) created our hearts for Him (swt). When you remove Allah (swt) from 
that heart, what then is there instead? There is a void that people try to fill with alcohol, drugs or 
simply chasing after the material things of this world. But this is a void that can never be filled. It 
is an emptiness and from this emptiness comes sadness and depression. This then is the Wrath 
of Allah (swt) in the life of this world. Everyone who turns away from Allah (swt), no matter how 
wealthy and how powerful they are, will fill this pain. They will feel the pain of their hearts being 
deprived of Allah (swt). The only way in which they can save themselves from this pain is if they 
return to Allah (swt). This is the only way in which they can save themselves from the Wrath of 
Allah (swt) in the life of this world. If they do not save themselves from the Wrath of Allah (swt) 
in this world then they will never be able to save themselves from it in the Hereafter. 

The true reality of the Wrath of Allah (swt) lies in the Hereafter. In the Hereafter they 
will know what it means to have the Wrath of Allah (swt) upon them. This Wrath will begin the 
moment that they die. That is the moment when their test is over. That is the moment when 
their last chance to return back to Allah (swt) has come and gone. After that moment they will 
know nothing but pain. Their pain will begin at the moment the angels rip their souls out of their 
bodies. Then they will know pain in their graves till the hour when the Last Day comes. Then 
they will know terror on the Last Day when they see the world that they loved so much being 
destroyed right in front of their eyes. They will know humiliation and suffering when Allah (swt) 
tells them in front of all mankind how they had failed the test for which they were placed on the 
earth and how He (swt) is displeased with them. Then they will enter the Fire and in the Fire 
they will truly know the Wrath of Allah (swt). Just like the Garden is the physical manifestation of 
the Love and Mercy of Allah (swt), the Fire is the physical manifestation of the Wrath and Anger 
of Allah (swt). It is not something spiritual, but it is something that is very, very real. We cannot 
describe it and you cannot imagine it. All we can both be is terrified of it. 
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Then Allah (swt) says "and stamped over them is Al-Maskanaf'. The best translation 
of this word Al-Maskana is the worst form of "poverty" and "misery". Just as those who oppose 
this Message are covered with humiliation and shame, they are also covered with poverty and 
misery. Now a question that may arise here is that how is it that those who oppose this Message 
can be said to be covered in poverty? Are they not the wealthiest of people in the world today? 
Do they not control all of the material resources of the world today? So does this part of the ayah 
apply to the world today? Of course it does. Every single ayah of the Quran has truth for all times 
and for all places. Those who oppose this Message and seek to destroy it are still covered in 
misery and poverty today just as they were at the time of the Prophet (saw). For it is not the 
poverty of wealth that these people suffer from, but it is the poverty of Iman. The wealth of this 
world will only get you so far, but what will the value of this wealth be to you at the moment 
your lifespan runs out. At that point all of your money and all of your gold will be as valuable to 
you as garbage. So these people are impoverished in that they have no Iman. They have no love 
in their hearts for Allah (swt), they have no willingness to submit to Him (swt). This is the worst 
kind of poverty of all, may Allah (swt) save us all from this poverty! What is a greater treasure 
than Iman? What is a greater bounty than knowing Allah (swt)? So how deprived and poor are 
those who are heedless of Him (swt) or even worse those who turn away from Him (swt)? This 
poverty has lead them to misery and submissiveness. Deep down inside they are depressed 
because they know that the material wealth of the life of this world cannot save them from the 
Fire. Deep down inside they know that they cannot call on these things to come to their aid when 
they are in need. Deep down inside they know that these things cannot save them when they 
die. This is what Allah (swt) means when He (swt) says that poverty and misery cover them. It is 
not the material poverty but rather it is the spiritual poverty. That is the real poverty. 

What is the reason for all of this? What is the reason why these people have the Wrath 
of Allah (swt) descend upon them? What is the reason why they are impoverished in their Iman? 
Allah (swt) says in the next part of the ayah "that is because they used to make kufr to the 
Signs of Allah and kill the prophets without right". They used to make kufr to the Signs of 
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Allah (swt). Allah (swt) sent them this Message, Allah (swt) placed clear Signs in this Message so 
that they may know that it is indeed from Him (swt). What did they do to these Signs? They 
rejected them. They denied them. They denied them when they knew that they were the Truth. 
They could see the Truth that these Signs pointed to but still they turned away from it. They 
knew that their Creator and Sustainer had sent them a Message and still they knowingly turned 
away from Him (swt). Do you then realize the evil of these people? This is what it means to do 
kufr to the Signs of Allah (swt). They did kufr to the Signs of Allah (swt) so that they can follow 
their desires, and they did kufr to the Signs of Allah (swt) because they were too proud to submit 
to the Messenger whom Allah (swt) sent. 

Not only did they do kufr to the Signs of Allah (swt), but Allah (swt) also tells us in this 
ayah how they killed the prophets without any right. What could be a greater crime than slaying 
a messenger from Allah (swt)? Here we have a man who is sacrificing his life in order that you 
may be guided to Allah (swt). He is sacrificing his life in order to deliver the Message of your 
Creator to you. He is sacrificing his life so that you may be shown the purpose for your existence. 
He is sacrificing his life so that you may be taken out of the Fire and into the Garden. Instead of 
being grateful to him, and instead of supporting him, they plotted against him. They plotted 
against him when they were certain that he was indeed the messenger of Allah (swt). They 
plotted against him when they knew that what they were doing was displeasing to Allah (swt). 
How evil then are such a people? That is why they are covered with abasement and humiliation. 
That is why the Wrath of Allah (swt) descends upon them. That is why they have poverty and 
destitution. 

In the final part of this ayah Allah (swt) says "That is because they disobeyed and 
they used to transgress all bounds". The crime of these people was not just that they 
rejected the Messenger whom Allah (swt) had sent to them. The crime of these people was not 
just that they tried to kill the Messenger whom Allah (swt) had sent them. But the crime of these 
people was that they disobeyed the command of Allah (swt) when He (swt) commanded them to 
live their lives in worship and servitude to Him (swt). Recall that when all souls were created, 
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Allah (swt) told each and every soul that the purpose of its creation was so that it could live its 
existence in worship and obedience to Him (swt). Allah (swt) gave every soul a direct command 
to live its life in servitude to Him (swt). By their refusal to believe in this Message, and by their 
plotting against the messenger and by their trying to kill the messenger they are disobeying this 
command of Allah (swt). They are the slaves of Allah (swt), and He (swt) told them to submit to 
Him (swt). But rather they chose disobedience to obedience. They chose rebellion to submission. 
Not only did they disobey the command of Allah (swt) to serve Him (swt) but Allah (swt) also 
describes them here as transgressing all bounds. When you willfully choose to kill the messenger 
of Allah (swt), are you then not the worst of transgressors? Have you not then crossed every 
boundary? What could be a greater crime than killing the Messenger of Allah (swt)? Furthermore 
if a people are so evil that they would kill a Messenger who they know has been sent to them by 
their Creator and Sustainer, then is their any limit to their evil? Is there anything that they would 
not to? Is there any line that they will not cross? Allah (swt) has placed boundaries that restrict 
our behavior and our actions, these people have crossed every single one of those boundaries. 
That is why they are the worst of people for the crimes that they have done. May Allah (swt) 
save us from ever becoming like them! 

In this tafsir of this ayah Sayyid Qutb asks to look at the Muslim Ummah today. Have we 
not in many ways become like the nation whom Allah (swt) is describing this ayah? Allah (swt) 
created us to be the best nation, but look at what we have done and look where we are today. 
Are we not the most hated and despised of nations? Are not the most poor and humiliated of 
nations? Are we not the nation that is the most oppressed and the one that is suffering the most? 
Do we not see the Wrath of Allah (swt) descending upon our nation in one way or another? Is 
there any reason for this other than the fact that we have done kufr to the Signs of Allah (swt)? 
Allah (swt) has placed clear Signs for the Truth of this Message in the Quran, but we fail to look 
at them. We have failed to study the Quran in depth and we have failed to reflect on its Signs 
and miracles. Allah (swt) is not telling us to go to some monastery in order to find the guidance 
to Him (swt). We have the guidance right here in the Quran but we do not even look to it. How 


71 



many people in the Muslim Ummah today look to the Quran for guidance? How many in the 
Muslim Ummah take the time to study the Quran? So because we have thrown away the Quran 
then have we also not done kufr to the Signs of Allah (swt) just like these people had done? 
Should then we be surprised at our situation? 

Similarly have we also not killed the prophets just like they have done? Even if we may 
not have actually carried out the act of killing a prophet, are we not refusing to live our lives 
according to the Sunnah of the Prophet (saw)? By doing that have we not shown that we do not 
care for the Sunnah? How many Muslims today take their time to follow the Sunnah in what they 
do? How many Muslims are even aware of the fact that the Prophet (saw) has a Sunnah that 
must be followed? How many Muslims today love the Prophet (saw) as he (saw) should be 
loved? How many Muslims today make a conscious effort in their lives to emulate him (saw) as 
he (saw) should be? What is the whole point of the Sunnah if the Muslims do not take the time to 
learn it and follow it? Why then did the Prophet (saw) live his life according to the way that Allah 
(swt) commanded him (saw) to? Why did the Sahabah meticulously imitate the Prophet (saw) in 
everything that they did? Why did the great scholars record for us every detail in the life of the 
Prophet (saw)? Is it just so that we can ignore the Sunnah of the Prophet (saw)? Is this not 
almost as evil as killing a messenger? 

Now there is much more to following the Sunnah then most of us commonly believe. We 
have to remember that we have to emulate the Prophet (saw) not only in his (saw)'s appearance 
but in his (saw)'s behavior and conduct as well. In his (saw)'s thinking and feelings as well. What 
should concern him (saw) should concern us. What he (saw) was worried about should worry us 
as well. Now there was no greater concern that he (saw) had than dawah. Then the effort to 
spread the Message of Allah (swt) to all mankind and to establish the Law of Allah (swt) over the 
entire earth. This was the objective that he (saw) spent his life trying to reach. This was what he 
(saw) worked, strived, sacrificed and bled for. So to follow him (saw), we also have to walk this 
path. If we do not, and we are his (saw)'s followers, then is not like we are killing him (saw)? 

May Allah (swt) forgive us! May Allah (swt) save us! 
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So when we have neglected the Quran and the Sunnah of the Prophet (saw), is it any 
surprise that our Ummah is in the situation that it is? This is why all Muslims must be called back 
to the Quran and the Sunnah. We must live every aspect of our lives according to the Quran and 
Sunnah. Both as individuals and as a society. The first step in this is striving to gain knowledge of 
the Quran and Sunnah and then the next step is to implement that knowledge in our lives. Only 
then do we have a hope of escaping this state of humiliation and poverty that we are currently 
living under. May Allah (swt) give us the enabling grace to do this! May Allah (swt) save the 
nation of His (swt)'s beloved (saw) from the terrible situation that she is in! 
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114. They are not all alike, from the People of the Book there is an upright group, 
they recite the Signs of Allah in the hours of the night and they prostrate. 

In the previous ayah Allah (swt) described for us the People of the Book. Allah (swt) told 
us how a few among them are believers but how many of them are criminals. These criminals 
among them are so evil that they would even plot and plan against the Message that Allah (swt) 
has sent for the guidance of all mankind. Allah (swt) described these evil people among them as 
having humiliation and disgrace covering them. They are the ones who bring down the Wrath of 
Allah (swt) upon themselves. They are the ones who are in the severest of poverty when it 
comes to the Iman in the heart. They are the worst of mankind because they disobeyed the very 
first command that Allah (swt) gave to every single soul that He (swt) created and that is to 
worship and serve Him (swt). To take Him (swt) as Lord and Master. They transgressed every 
boundary that Allah (swt) has placed, they did kufr to the Signs of Allah (swt) and they killed the 
prophets of Allah (swt) without any right. Are they not the worst of creation because of this? In 
this ayah however Allah (swt) reminds us that not all of them are evil. In this ayah Allah (swt) 
tells us about the believers from among them. 
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Allah (swt) begins this ayah by saying "They are not all alike". Here Allah (swt) lets us 
know that not all of the Jews and Christians are evil. Not all of them turn away from His 
Message. Not all of them refuse to submit to Him (swt). There are some among them who 
believe in the Message when they see it to be the Truth. There are some among them who do 
care for worshipping and serving Him (swt) and fulfilling the purpose of their creation. There are 
some among them who are good people. There are some among them who are sincere. 

Then Allah (swt) describes for us such people. Allah (swt) says "from the People of 
the Book there is an upright group". There is a group from among them who are upright. 
There is a group among them who stands by their word. We know that all human beings gave a 
promise to Allah (swt) that we would live our lives in worship and servitude to Him (swt). This 
righteous group from among the Jews and Christians are those who stand by that promise. They 
are an upright group who stand by their promise. When the Message from Allah (swt) reaches 
them, they recognize this Message as true, and they believe in it. They support and help the 
messenger instead of trying to oppose him. They live their lives for Allah (swt) instead of for 
themselves. They are upright in that they stand by the promise that they gave to their Lord. 

Finally Allah (swt) says "they recite the Signs of Allah in the hours of the night 
and they prostrate". Here Allah (swt) describes the believers from among the People of the 
Book doing one of the actions that He (swt) loves the most. They stand in the night and pray. 
They recite the Quran in their prayer. This part of the ayah is also a clear evidence that the 
people whom Allah (swt) is speaking about here are those who believed in the Message of the 
Prophet (saw). This is because Allah (swt) describes such people as the ones who "recite" the 
Signs of Allah (swt). There was no prophet or messenger who was given Signs that could be 
recited except the Prophet (saw). The Prophet (saw)'s Sign is the Quran and it is a Quran that 
you can recite in the late hours of the night. 

Allah (swt) also describes the believers from among the People of the Book as 
prostrating themselves before Him (swt). This shows how Allah (swt) loves us when we prostrate 
ourselves before Him (swt). When we make sujood before Allah (swt), we are submitting 
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ourselves to Him (swt) on all seven limbs. Every part of our body is in a state of complete 
submission to Allah (swt). From our forehead, to our face, to our hands, to our elbows, to our 
fingers, to our knees, to our legs, to our feet. We are demonstrating with our entire body how we 
are a complete slave of Allah (swt), how we only exist to please Him (swt). So in your Salah you 
should extend your sujood. We know of the hadith of the Prophet (saw) where he (saw) has told 
us that we are closest to Allah (swt) when we are in sujood. When we are in this state of 
prostration we are the closest to the purpose for which Allah (swt) created us, so it is this 
position that Allah (swt) loves for us to be in. Allah (swt) loves to hear our dua when we are in 
sujood. So you should love to make sujood in Salah and you should extend your Sujood. You 
should know that there are Muslims who love to make sujood to Allah (swt) but they cannot 
because of old age or because of an injury. So if Allah (swt) has blessed with you youth and 
health and He (swt) has given you the ability to make sujood, then you should prostrate yourself 
often before the Majesty and Glory of your Rabb. You should prostrate with utmost humbleness 
and extreme happiness with the full knowledge that this is an action that Allah (swt) loves to see 
you do. You also love Allah (swt) so this is something that you yourself love to do. 

One lesson that we can take from this ayah is realize how not all Jews and Christians are 
evil. On the contrary are many good people among them. Even during the time of the Prophet 
(saw) we had Jews like Abdullah bin Salam and Christians like Adayy bin Hatim who accepted 
Islam and went onto to become among the best of Muslims. May Allah (swt) be well pleased with 
them and may He (swt) accept their efforts. So Allah (swt) has placed good and bad people 
across every nation and there are good people among the Jews and Christians just as there are 
evil people. But many of the good-hearted people from the Jews and Christians are not accepting 
Islam today because the Message is not being correctly conveyed to them. They may know about 
Islam, and they may have vaguely heard about the Prophet (saw) and the Quran, but the 
enemies of this Message who control the media have so distorted our Din that these good people 
have only a negative perception of it. When they falsely believe that this is a Din of terror and 
violence or that this is a Din that takes away people's freedom, they will be hesitant to look 
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further into it. They will not take the time in their busy lives to find out the Truth about this Din. 
They will assume that the lies which they have been fed are true and they will continue to live 
their lives in misguidance. That is why it is up to us to change the perception that they have of 
this Din, and to make sure that they receive the Message correctly. Abdullah bin Salam and 
Adayy bin Hatim were living in the Islamic State when they accepted Islam. In the Islamic State 
they did not receive any negative propaganda about this Din. They only saw it for the Truth that 
it was. That was they rushed to believe in this Message when they recognized it as the Truth 
from their Lord and Master. So while there is nothing wrong for us to work to carry dawah to the 
good people whom we may know among the Jews and Christians on an individual basis, we 
should still remember that in order for this Message to reach the masses correctly the obstacles 
to the dawah need to be removed. These obstacles include the media, and more importantly it 
includes government that protects and feeds the media. Only when the governments of kufr are 
removed and replaced with the Islamic State will all of the people be able to receive the Message 
of Allah (swt) correctly. Only then will they truly be free to choose on whether or not they want 
to accept this Din. If they are good-hearted people like Abdullah bin Salam, and Adayy bin Hatim 
and the people whom Allah (swt) describes in this ayah then without a doubt they will accept this 
Message. Because certainty this Message is the Truth from Allah (swt). They will become our 
Muslim brothers and sisters. They will find the peace and tranquility in this life that comes from 
knowing Allah (swt). Most importantly they will have the best chance of salvation in the 
Hereafter. But this is not the case today. With the way that things are today many of the good- 
hearted people will die without ever accepting this Message from Allah (swt). All that they would 
know about this Message is the lies that they have been told. They will die without having 
prostrated even once to Allah (swt). Allah (swt) Knows best what will be their fate in the 
Hereafter, and Allah (swt) Knows best what will be our fate since we have failed in our duty to 
carry this Message to them. May Allah (swt) save them and may He (swt) forgive us! May Allah 
(swt) bring back the His (swt)'s Law so that His (swt)'s Message is presented to the people 
correctly! 
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115. They believe in Allah and the Last Day, and they establish the M'aruf and they 
destroy the munkar and they hasten to vie with each other in good deeds. These are 
the righteous. 

In this ayah Allah (swt) continues to describe for us the righteous from among the 
People of the Book. Those who believe in the His (swt)'s Message when it reaches them. In the 
previous ayah He (swt) described them as an upright group who stand by their promise. They 
stand by the promise that all souls made that they would live their lives in worship and servitude 
to Allah (swt). Allah (swt) also described them as reciting His (swt)'s Signs in the late hours of 
the night and prostrating to Him (swt). Thus we see that not only did they accept this Message, 
but they accepted this Message completely and they did the actions that were most pleasing to 
Allah (swt). How many of us stand in the late hours of the night and recite Quran? How many of 
us prostrate ourselves before Allah (swt) in the late hours of the night? Thus we see how they 
were much better Muslims that you and I. Thus we see how they were most beloved by Allah 
(swt). Here Allah (swt) continues to describe for us such people. As you read these descriptions, 
you should remind yourself that they are an example for you to follow. Even if they may have 
been Jews and Christians, they are still an example for you to follow. 

Allah (swt) begins this ayah by saying "They believe in Allah and the Last Day". This 
is what these people did that was most pleasing to Allah (swt). They believed in Him (swt) with 
all of their hearts and in the meeting with Him (swt). From this we are reminded that there is 
nothing which we can do that is more pleasing to our Lord than our belief in Him (swt) and in the 
Message that He (swt) sent. Everything comes from our belief in Allah (swt). Everything that we 
do we do because of our belief in Allah (swt). Our entire Din, our entire life, rests on this belief. 
How strong then is your belief in Allah (swt)? You should remind yourself that this secular society 
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in which you live is a society in which atheism is prevalent. This materialist world is one in which 
Allah (swt) has been forgotten. All that they care about is what they can feel and touch. Allah 
(swt) has no place in their lives and no place in their society. This belief is what they teach the 
children in the public schools. This is a very convenient belief for them because it agrees with 
their secular system of government. It validates their corrupt concepts of Democracy and the 
sovereignty of the people. When man denies Allah (swt) despite all of the signs that are in the 
universe, then he has given himself the authority to legislate instead of Allah (swt). So never feel 
safe in your Iman. Remind yourself of the corrupt society in which you are living. Strive to 
remember Allah (swt) and remind your family of Him (swt) as well. Contemplate on all the signs 
that He (swt) has placed all over the heavens and the earth. Remind yourself of the simple fact 
that a universe full of limited and dependent things cannot possibly come into existence on its 
own. Remember that everything you do comes from your belief in Allah (swt). So you should 
always be working to build your belief in Allah (swt) and your relationship with Him (swt). May 
Allah (swt) give us all the absolute certainty in Him (swt)! 

Once again we need to emphasize that what is required here is not simply the belief in 
Allah (swt) but it is the belief in Allah (swt) in the correct way. We have to believe that Allah 
(swt) is the One and Only illah that deserves all of our worship. We should not pray to any saint 
or prophet instead of Him (swt). We also need to believe that Allah (swt) is the complete Lord 
and Master. The one True King and Sovereign. We should not obey any king, president or 
parliament instead of Him (swt). Nothing else in this creation has the right to be worshipped, 
has the right to be called upon, has the right to legislate and has the right to rule except He 
(swt). So when Allah (swt) describes the righteous from among the People of the Book as 
believing in Him (swt), this is the kind of belief that He (swt) means. This is the kind of belief that 
He (swt) expects from us. How many Muslims today do not have this belief? How many Muslims 
supplicate to those in the graves or to the false saints in order to answer their prayers and fulfill 
their needs? How many Muslims go to "holy men" or "pyrs" and pay them money so that these 
imposters can pray for them? How many Muslims allow other human beings to legislate the laws 
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for them? How many Muslims set up governments where the creation is the sovereign instead of 
the Creator? We immerse ourselves in such shirk and kufr and even after all of that we have the 
audacity to call ourselves believers! May Allah (swt) save us! 

Allah (swt) also describes the righteous from among the People of the Book as those who 
believe in the Last Day. After our belief in Allah (swt) and our belief in the Prophet (saw), the 
next most important pillar in our Aqeedah is our belief in the Last Day. The Day when we will all 
return to Allah (swt). The Day when Allah (swt) will judge us for each and every one of the 
actions that we did in the life of this world. Only when we believe in such a Day will we strive to 
do as many good deeds as possible. Only when we believe in such a Day will we strive to stay 
away from the evil deeds. Our belief in this Day is a constant reminder that we are in this world 
as part of an important test. So our Aqeedah can never be complete until we have absolute 
certainty in the Last Day. The Day after which the sun will never rise again. May Allah (swt) give 
us all the enabling grace to do all that we can to prepare for this Day! 

In the next part of the ayah Allah (swt) says "and they establish the M'aruf and 
they destroy the munkar". Here we once again see the importance of dawah. We see that no 
believer can truly be called righteous unless they make some effort to the best of their ability at 
dawah. We should all know the hadith where the Prophet (saw) said that we must convey from 
him (saw) even if it is only one ayah. So any knowledge of this Din that we have and we are sure 
of, we must then carry this knowledge to others. As Allah (swt) describes the righteous believers 
doing in this ayah, they establish the M'aruf and they destroy the munkar. They work for the 
establishment of all that Allah (swt) loves and they work for the destruction of all that He (swt) 
hates. May Allah (swt) give us the enabling grace to be like them! 

Then Allah (swt) says "and they hasten to vie with each other in good deeds". 

Here we see that not only do they do good deeds but they compete with each other in the doing 
of good deeds. Not only do they compete with each other in the doing of good deeds, but they 
hasten to this competition. This is the model whom Allah (swt) has given us to emulate. We 
should compete with our brothers and sisters in the doing of good deeds. Rather then compete 
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with them in the life of this world and in the material things of this world, we should compete 
with them in the servitude to Allah (swt). Because this is what we were created for, we were not 
created to go after the material things of this world. We were not created to compete with each 
other for the material things of this world. Rather we were created to compete with each other 
for the Pleasure of Allah (swt). So this is what we must do with all of our Muslim brothers and 
sisters, we have to hasten with them for the Pleasure of Allah (swt). We should look to the good 
that they do, then we must strive to do even more good. Whatever it is that we see them doing, 
we have to strive to do more. But we must always make sure that this is a friendly and a 
brotherly competition. We should always remember that they are our brothers and sisters in 
Islam. So during this competition we should not allow Shaitan to put any jealousy or hatred in 
our hearts towards them. If you feel any hatred or jealousy in your heart towards your Muslim 
brother or sister, then you should know that Allah (swt) is not pleased with you having this 
feeling. So you should work to rid your heart of this feeling. You can do this by reminding 
yourself of the good that they do and you can overlook their evil. At the same time you should 
remind yourself of your own weaknesses and shortcomings. So even though you compete with 
your brothers for the Pleasure of Allah (swt), you still love them. If anything you should at least 
love them for the sake of Allah (swt). 

In this competition to do good deeds it is also very important that we always look to 
those who are better than us. It is very easy for us to compete with those who are lazy in their 
practice of the Din. Shaitan will always turn our attention to these people. But we must always 
look to the righteous. Those who do more good deeds than we do. There are always Muslims like 
this in every generation. There are always Muslims who strive their utmost to seek the Pleasure 
of Allah (swt). If you cannot find any from the Muslims that you know then look to the righteous 
in our past. Look to the Sahabah of the Prophet (saw), look to the pious and righteous Imams of 
our past. You will always find more than enough righteous servants of Allah (swt) in the 
generations that preceded you with whom you can compete in the good deeds as Allah (swt) has 
told you to do in this ayah. Look at Imam Nawawi (ra) for example. He (ra) never got married 
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and he (ra) fasted on every day except the days of Eid. He (ra) lived the most simple of lives and 
he (ra) dedicated all of his time to serve the Din. He (ra) would spend his days learning about the 
Din, writing books and teaching the Din to others. Are you willing to make this level of sacrifice 
for the Din? You should try. You should see these people who gave their life for the Din and you 
should try to come as close to them as you can. Even if you do not reach their level, you should 
still try. This effort that you make to compete with them in good deeds. This effort that you make 
to excel them in coming closer to Allah (swt). This is what Allah (swt) will reward you for. The 
sincere effort that you make. So do not ever think that you cannot reach their level. They were 
human beings just like you are and so if they can do it then so can you. In the end all that 
matters is that we try our best and then we hope that Allah (swt) is pleased with our efforts and 
our sincerity. May Allah (swt) give us the enabling grace to compete with them in coming closer 
to Him (swt)! 

In the final part of this ayah Allah (swt) says "These are the righteous". Everyone has 
their own concept of what righteousness is. The thief would think he is righteous because society 
has deprived him, the rapist would think he is righteous because the woman showed her beauty 
to him, the killer would think he is righteous because the killed has angered him. But these 
concepts and standards mean nothing to Allah (swt). Here Allah (swt) tells us who the real 
righteous people are. The righteous people are those believe in Allah (swt) with the correct belief 
in Him (swt). The righteous people are those who believe in the Message from Allah (swt) when 
it reaches them. The righteous people are those who believe in the Last Day and who do all that 
they can prepare for it. The righteous people are those who stand in the late hours of the night 
and recite the Signs of Allah (swt). The righteous people are those who strive to compete with 
each other to do as many of the deeds that are pleasing to Allah (swt) as possible. These are the 
righteous. May Allah (swt) make us among them! 
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116. And whatever they do from the good, it will never be covered. And Allah Knows 
the ones who have Taqwa. 

In the previous ayah Allah (swt) told us about the sincere and good-hearted people from 
among the Jews and Christians. The ones among them who were not too proud to submit to 
their Creator. They are the ones who believe in the Message of Allah (swt) when it reaches them. 
In this ayah Allah (swt) tells us what is the reward for such righteous people. This can be our 
reward as well if we strive to be like them. May Allah (swt) give us the enabling grace to learn 
from His (swt)'s Book and to implement its teachings in our lives! 

Allah (swt) says "And whatever they do from the good, it will never be covered". 
In the previous ayah Allah (swt) described the believers from among the People of the Book as 
the ones who rush to do more and more good deeds. They are the ones who strive with each 
other in the doing of good deeds. They do not allow a moment of their lives to pass them by 
except that they think to themselves as to what is the good deed that they can do in that 
moment and then they rush to do it. Here Allah (swt) lets them know that they will get the 
reward for each and every single one of the good deeds that they do. Not a single good deed will 
be covered for them. Allah (swt) will not cover or hide the reward that is due to them for even a 
single one of the good deeds that they do. After they accepted the Message of Islam, they lived 
their whole lives to please Allah (swt). Here Allah (swt) lets them know that not one single deed 
that they did to please Him (swt) will be covered for them. Not one single good deed will be 
denied for them. Do you then see how Merciful, Kind, and Just your Lord is? 

This is the hope that we must have from Allah (swt) as well for all the good that we do. 
As you read this tafsir, you are taking the time from your busy day to learn the Book of Allah 
(swt). You should believe that Allah (swt) will reward you for every single second that you take to 
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read this book. You should believe that Allah (swt) will reward you for every single letter that you 
read. Because this is an action that you do sincerely for the sake of Allah (swt). You did it 
because of your love of Him (swt) and your desire to serve Him (swt). Allah (swt), is the Most 
Bountiful and He (swt) is the Owner of the treasures of the heavens and the earth, do you not 
think that He (swt) can reward you the best of rewards for all that you do. Both in this life and in 
the Hereafter. May Allah (swt) help us all to always remember this fact! 

Finally Allah (swt) says "And Allah Knows the ones who have Taqwa". If you live 
your life always thinking about Allah (swt). If you live your life always trying to please Allah 
(swt). If you have this Taqwa of Allah (swt), then you should know that Allah (swt) Knows you 
well. Allah (swt) Knows very well those who have Taqwa of Him (swt). So always remember Allah 
(swt), and when you remember Allah (swt), then know that He (swt) remembers you. When you 
do a good deed trying to please Allah (swt) with it, then know that Allah (swt) Knows what you 
did. He (swt) Knows the action that you did and more importantly He (swt) Knows the sincere 
intention that was in your heart. Similarly when you refrain yourself from an evil deed because of 
the fear of Allah (swt), then know that Allah (swt) knows what you did. Allah (swt) Knows that 
you had a desire for this evil within you, and Allah (swt) also Knows how you restrained yourself 
from this evil only because of your fear of Him (swt) and because of your love for Him (swt). This 
is Taqwa, and Allah (swt) Knows well those who have Taqwa. May Allah (swt) make us among 
those who have Taqwa! 
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117. Surely the ones who do kufr, no benefit for them will be their wealth and their 
children even in the least against Allah, these are the companions of the Fire. In it 
shall they abide forever. 

In the previous ayahs Allah (swt) told us about those who believed in this Message from 
among the People of the Book. They are the righteous whom Allah (swt) loves. They are the 
ones who will get the full reward for every single good action that they do. We should all strive to 
be like them. The Quran is a Book of guidance. It gives us examples of those whom we should 
try to be like and it gives us examples of those whom we should not try to be like. Now that Allah 
(swt) has given us the examples of those whom we should follow, He (swt) gives us the example 
of those whom we must avoid. 

Allah (swt) says "Surely the ones who do kufr, no benefit for them will be their 
wealth and their children even in the least against Allah". Allah (swt) has sent mankind a 
Message. In this Message He (swt) has reminded us all about the purpose of our existence. He 
(swt) reminded us how He (swt) created us only to worship and serve Him (swt). Allah sent this 
Message with a messenger and He (swt) gave the messenger clear Signs so that we may know 
that this Message is indeed from Him (swt). Anyone with a sincere heart who looks into this 
Message will know that it is indeed from Allah (swt). The Signs are so clear and undeniable. But 
many people do not want to believe in this Message. For whatever reason, they do not want to 
accept the fact that their Creator has sent them a Message. It could be because they were too 
proud to submit themselves to Allah (swt) or it could be because they were in love with the 
pleasures of this world or it could be because they had some hatred of jealousy for the 
messenger. For whatever reason, they rejected this Message even when they were certain that it 
was the Truth. Allah (swt) calls these people "the ones who do kufr". As we mentioned this 
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means that the cover the Truth of this Message which they clearly recognize. They also cover all 
of the favors and bounties of Allah (swt) upon them. What will be their fate for this evil that they 
have done? 

Allah (swt) says "no benefit for them will be their wealth and their children even 
in the least against Allah". Why did they do kufr to this Message? Did they not know that they 
were angering Allah (swt) by doing kufr to this Message? They did kufr to this Message because 
they were so proud of themselves. They thought that they were the best. They thought that they 
had no reason to fear Allah (swt). Where did this audacity and this pride come from? What is it 
that gave them such a sense of security that they thought that they no longer needed to fear 
Allah (swt)? It was their wealth and their children. They thought that their wealth and their 
children could save them from Allah (swt). In the life of this world they knew that they could 
always count on their wealth and their children. These two sources of strength and protection 
were what they depended on whenever they got into trouble. Whenever they got in trouble with 
the law they were always able to bribe the judges with their wealth and win their freedom. 
Whenever an enemy came to attack them they could always call on their children to come and 
support them. So in the life of this world their wealth and their children were able to save them 
from whatever trouble that they got into. Because of this they had a false hope that their wealth 
and children can save them in the Hereafter as well. They had a false hope that their wealth and 
children can save them from Allah (swt). 

Allah (swt) shows us in this part of the ayah how foolish such thinking is. Allah (swt) tells 
us how their wealth and their children cannot save them in the least against Him (swt). These 
two sources in which they had so much hope, these two sources because of which they sacrificed 
their Hereafter, these two sources because of which they broke their promise with Allah (swt), 
cannot benefit them even in the least against Allah (swt). There is not a single thing that their 
wealth and children can do for them against Allah (swt). Does Allah (swt) need any of their 
money or any of their property? What does the Owner of the heavens and the earth need with 
the material and transient things of this world? In reality all of their wealth truly belongs to Him 
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(swt) anyway. Similarly what help can your children be for you against Allah (swt) no matter 
how many or how powerful they are? Can a human being, can even all the humans in the world, 
ever protect someone against the Irresistible and the Undefeated? Such is the absolute Power 
and the Might of Allah (swt), and such is the utter weakness of the human being. May Allah (swt) 
save us from becoming like these people! May Allah (swt) save us from ever relying on anything 
other than Him (swt)! May Allah (swt) always make us remember that only He (swt) can save us 
Himself! 

These people have chosen to do kufr to the Signs of Allah (swt). They had the audacity 
to think that their wealth and their children can save them from Allah (swt). What then is their 
fate for the evil that they have done? Allah (swt) says "these are the companions of the Fire. 
In it shall they abide forever". Notice how Allah (swt) describes them as being the 
companions of the Fire. That shows how close to the Fire they will be and how close the Fire will 
be to them. Your companion is someone who is close to you and who is always at your side. Now 
imagine what it would be like if the Fire is your companion. May Allah (swt) save us all from that! 
Not only will the Fire be so close to them that it will burn every part of them, but they will also be 
in there forever. What could be worse than knowing that this pain is never going to end? What 
could be worse than knowing that you will be in the Fire forever? May Allah (swt) save us and 
save our families from the Fire! 

It is true that this is a terrible punishment, but remember the terrible crime that these 
people have done. They have willfully turned away from the very purpose for which Allah (swt) 
created them. Allah (swt) created them to worship and serve Him (swt) and they have turned 
away from this purpose. When you think about Allah (swt), and how Glorious and Majestic is He 
(swt), then what could be a fitting crime for those who turn away from Him (swt)? How can any 
people deny Allah (swt) and how can anyone people live their lives in opposition to Allah (swt) 
and then not expect to taste the punishment for what they have done? For every single thing in 
the universe Allah (swt) is the reason for its existence. All things in the universe, except the 
rebels among the jinn and men, are always worshipping Allah (swt). They are all fulfilling the 
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purpose for which they have been created. How then can these people turn away from the 
purpose of their creation and then not expect Allah (swt) to be displeased with them? How can 
they know that there is a Being as Majestic and Glorious as He (swt) and then turn away from 
Him (swt)? When they rejected this Message, they knew full well that what they were doing was 
displeasing to Allah (swt) but they did it anyway. The Fire then is their just reward for this evil 
that they have done. May Allah (swt) save us and save our families from it! 
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118. The example of all that they spend in the life of this world is as the example of a 
wind, in it is intense cold, it smites the harvest of a people who have wronged 
themselves and destroys it. And Allah did not wrong them but they wronged 
themselves. 

In the previous ayah Allah (swt) told us what would be the fate of the enemies of this 
Message. The ones who reject this Message when they are certain that it is the Truth. The ones 
who oppose this Message and plot to destroy it. The ones who persecute the believers and try to 
take them from their Din. We saw that their fate was the Fire and how it would be so close to 
them that it would be their companion. They would stay therein forever. May Allah (swt) save us 
from that fate! Now we always have to bear in mind that these were not a passive people, they 
are not being punished for simply sitting idly by. On the contrary they worked hard with all the 
moments of their life that Allah (swt) had given them to oppose this Message. They spent their 
time and their money to destroy this Message. They wasted no effort in trying to cause suffering 
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to the believers in this Message. They knew that this Message posed a threat to their way of life 
and that is why they stopped at nothing to destroy it. Since the time of the Prophet (saw) these 
people have been striving to destroy this Message. What will become of all of this effort? What 
will become of all that they spent to destroy this Message? Allah (swt) tells us in this ayah. 

Allah (swt) says "The example of all that they spend in the life of this world is as 
the example of a wind, in it is intense cold, it smites the harvest of a people who have 
wronged themselves and destroys it". Instead of telling us what will happen with the all 
that they spend of this world, Allah (swt) gives us this beautiful example. When you read this 
ayah in the original Arabic, the scene that Allah (swt) depicts appears vividly in your mind. 
Imagine now in your mind a harvest full of all kinds of fruits and vegetables. A farmer has 
worked hard his whole life to grow this harvest. He has spent the time to till the soil, to fertilize 
the soil, to plant the seeds, to water them, to remove the weeds, and to protect the plants. This 
beautiful harvest that you are picturing in your mind has been the life work of this farmer. Now 
within a fraction of a second, a cold wind comes swooping down on this harvest. This is a wind of 
intense and biting cold. The cold of this wind is so severe and so intense that it completely 
destroys the harvest of this farmer. The frost just destroys the plants that he has worked so hard 
to plant and grow. Ice covers the plants, and then they all shatter and turn to dust. This is the 
example of all that the enemies of this Message spend from the life of this world in order to 
oppose this Message. This is what will happen to all that they spent. 

The enemies of this Message have spent a lot to oppose this Message. They know that 
this Message is indeed from Allah (swt), so they know that they have to work hard in order to 
destroy it. So they spend their whole lives and all that they have to destroy this Message. The 
precious life of this world based on which our fate in the Hereafter will be determined, they 
spend all of it in order to oppose this Message. Then when they meet Allah (swt) on the Day of 
Judgment they will find their efforts and their sacrifices to be completely destroyed just like the 
harvest was destroyed by the cold and biting wind. It will all be laid to waste just like the plants 
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in the harvest were laid to waste. They will find that their whole life and all of their efforts have 
been completely wasted. 

The lesson that we can take from this part of the ayah is that we must never feel sad or 
become angry when we see the enemies of this Message working so hard to destroy this Din. 
They will spend and they will strive, and we should let them spend and we should let them strive. 
We know now what will be the result of all that they do. For our part we should try our best to 
stand up for this Message. We should tell the people the Truth about this Din. We should work to 
see that the Din is established in the land so that all of the people receive this Message correctly. 
We should not let anger or despair come to us because of what the enemies of Allah (swt) do. 

We know now what will be their fate and the fate of all that they do. 

Finally Allah (swt) says "And Allah did not wrong them but they wronged 
themselves". Allah (swt) did not force them to reject this Message. Allah (swt) did not tell them 
to reject this Message. This was a choice that they made of their own free will. This is a fact that 
we must believe in without the shadow of a doubt. The proof for this is what Allah (swt) says in 
this ayah. Allah (swt) clearly tells us here that Fie (swt) did not do them any injustice whatsoever 
but rather they did injustice to themselves. They did injustice to themselves when they chose to 
reject this Message that they knew was true. They did injustice to themselves when they chose 
to oppose this Message. They did injustice to themselves when they chose to spend their lives 
trying to destroy this Message. They did injustice to themselves when they chose to turn away 
from their Creator and Sustainer. They knew that this Message was the Truth. They knew that it 
had been sent by their Creator. But they chose to reject it and they chose to oppose it. So did 
Allah (swt) do injustice to them or did they do injustice to themselves? May Allah (swt) save us 
from them and may Fie (swt) save us from becoming like them! 
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119. 0 you who believe, do not take as intimate friends those from outside your Din, 
they will spare no efforts to corrupt you. They love to cause you harm. Great hatred 
has already appeared from their mouths, but what their breasts hide is greater still. 
Surely we have made clear the Signs for you so that you may understand. 

So now we know who the enemies of this Message are. They are the ones who have 
chosen the life of this world over Allah (swt). They are the ones who have chosen to serve 
themselves and their desires instead of serving their Creator and Sustainer. Not only have they 
turned away from Allah (swt) themselves but we know that they are also seeking to turn us away 
from Him (swt) as well. Their goal in life is to take us away from the purpose of our life. Their 
goal in life is to destroy this Message that they see as a threat to their way of life. What then 
should be our relationship with such people? 

Allah (swt) tells us in this ayah "O you who believe, do not take as intimate friends 
those from outside your Din". The scholars say that this ayah was originally addressed to the 
Ansar. We know that both the tribes of Aws and Khazaraj had close alliances with the Jewish 
tribes near Madinah before the Prophet (saw) came. Before Allah (swt) guided them to Islam, 
these Muslims had close ties with the Jews. However once they became Muslim, and Allah (swt) 
had guided their hearts to accept this Message, many of them still continued to maintain their 
close ties with the Jews. They did not see anything wrong in maintaining this relationship that 
they had held for so long. In this ayah shows them how wrong they were in thinking in such a 
way. Allah (swt) tells them here not to take as intimate friends those who are outside their Din. 
Allah (swt) tells them not to take as intimate friends those who are not Muslims. 
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The word bithanathun that Allah (swt) uses in this ayah which we have translated as 
"intimate friend" comes from a word that means the inner part of the garment. So just like the 
inner part of your garment this word gives the meaning of someone who is extremely close to 
you. This is someone whom you trust and confide in. This is someone who you share your 
secrets with. This is someone whom you always turn to when you are in trouble. It is this kind of 
relationship that Allah (swt) prohibits us from having with the non-Muslims. As we know we 
should always be on friendly terms with all the non-Muslims who are not openly opposing this 
Message. We should always treat them with kindness and respect and we should always honor 
our obligations and trusts towards them. It is only that intimate level of friendship where we trust 
them fully and where we share our secrets with them that we are not allowed to have. As 
always, Allah (swt) Knows best! 

In the next part of the ayah Allah (swt) tells us why we cannot take such people as our 
close and intimate friends. Allah (swt) says "they will spare no efforts to corrupt you". This 
is why we cannot take them as close and intimate friends. Allah (swt) warns the Ansar at the 
time of the Prophet (saw) and He (swt) warns us as well. This is why we should be careful with 
non-Muslims and we should not let them get too close to us. We do not know their hearts. We do 
not know what are their intentions in their relationships with us. We do not know if they are 
opposed to this Message or not. We do not know if they are seeking to misguide us or not. But 
since this is our Din, since this is our relationship with Allah (swt), we have to assume the worst. 
We have to think that if we allow ourselves to become close friends with them, then they will 
turn us away from our Din. They will corrupt us by making us forget about Allah (swt). They will 
corrupt us by making us forget the reason for which we exist. Even if they are a good and 
sincere people who are simply ignorant of this Message, they still may corrupt us inadvertently. 
This is because they are a people who are heedless of Allah (swt), so if we allow ourselves to 
become too close to them then does not the chance exist that they will make us forget about 
Allah (swt) as well? When we live for Allah (swt) we have to make sure that our close and 
intimate friends are those who live for Him (swt) too. 
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Not only will they corrupt us if we take them as our close and intimate friends but they 
will also corrupt us if we adopt their way of life. They have a particular way of life that is 
diametrically opposed to the kind of life that Allah (swt) wants us to live. Allah (swt) wants us to 
live a life where we dedicate ourselves to Him (swt), a way of life where everything that we do is 
to earn His (swt)'s Pleasure. But the kind of life that these people live is a life where they have 
forgotten about Allah (swt). As the moments of their life pass them by they are completely 
heedless of Him (swt). They only live to please themselves instead of living to please Allah (swt). 
They care about themselves instead of remembering the Majestic and the Sublime. If we become 
too close to them then we may start thinking like they think. We may become like those who get 
caught up in the life of this world and who forget Allah (swt). How many Muslims today are like 
this? How many Muslims allow hours and hours of their lives to pass them by without 
remembering Allah? May Allah (swt) forgive us! May Allah (swt) save us from ourselves! 

In the next part of the ayah Allah (swt) says "They love to cause you harm". This part 
of the ayah applies to those who are truly opposed to this Message. They want to cause us harm. 
They want to see us in pain and suffering. They have great jealousy and hatred for us because 
we have submitted to Allah (swt) as we were created to do. They also have a great hatred for 
our Din because they know that it is the only ideology that can challenge the corrupt world order 
that they have set up. It is the only thing that can take away their control and manipulation of 
the people. So they want to see us suffer in the hope that our support for this Din would waiver. 
They want to see us suffer from physical pain, but even more they want to see us to be taken 
away from Allah (swt). That is the true harm that they can do to us. They love to see us go 
astray from Allah (swt) just like they have gone astray. They know that nothing would cause us 
greater harm than this. For a true believer there is nothing that causes him greater pain than sin 
and heedlessness from Allah (swt), and there is nothing that he fears more than losing his Iman. 
As the Prophet (saw) has said, the one who has truly tasted Iman is the one who hates to return 
to kufr more than he hates being thrown into the Fire. This is exactly the harm that the enemies 
of this Message want to do to us. They want us to return to kufr after Iman has entered into our 


92 



hearts. They like to see us get injured physically or to go through some kind of physical distress, 
but nothing would give them greater pleasure than taking us away from Allah (swt). May Allah 
(swt) save us from that! 

Then Allah (swt) says "Great hatred has already appeared from their mouths". 

The enemies of this Message are usually very good at hiding their true intentions. Most of the 
time they try to hide their jealousy and hatred from us. They pretend as if they are our friends. 
They pretend as if they actually care for us. They pretend as if what they want is what is best for 
Islam and the Muslims. But sometimes their hatred for us and our Din is so great that it 
manifests on their tongues. We can even see this in the world today. How many are the 
intellectuals in the West who have openly said that Islam is a Din of violence? How many are the 
intellectuals today who are calling for the "reform" of Islam? How many are the world leaders 
today who say that Muslim efforts to restore the Islamic State must be stopped at all costs? Was 
it not a famous leader from the West who said that the sanctions on Iraq that killed thousands of 
children were justified because they were imposed to "protect freedom"? With their very own 
words they have admitted that they want to change this Din, and that they want to prevent this 
Din from fulfilling the mission for which Allah (swt) revealed it and that they do not care for the 
lives of the Muslims. With their own tongues they have admitted this, how then can we be so 
naive? Their hatred for Islam and Muslims shows clearly on their tongues. Even if they try to hide 
it they cannot. This is what Allah (swt) wants us to realize in this ayah. 

Then Allah (swt) says "but what their breasts hide is greater still". As much as the 
evil that comes from their tongues is, Allah (swt) tells us here that their hatred for Islam and 
Muslims that they have in their hearts is even greater than what they make manifest on their 
tongues. How great then must their hatred in their hearts be when their tongues have already 
revealed so much? How evil are they that they would oppose this Din that Allah (swt) has sent as 
a Mercy and a Guidance for all mankind? A Mercy to alleviate the suffering that we as a human 
race are in and a Guidance to lead to His (swt)'s Pleasure and His (swt)'s Garden. How evil are 
they that they would oppose the Message that has been sent by the Creator and Sustainer of the 
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universe, including their Creator and Sustainer? The One Who brought them into existence and 
the One Who Sustains their existence for every moment. May Allah (swt) save us from their evil! 
May Allah (swt) expose them to all Muslims for the devils that they are! 

Sayyid Qutb asks to note in his tafsir of this ayah that although these people hate us with 
a great hatred, Allah (swt) never commands us to hate them in return. We do not hate anyone 
from mankind. We know that we are not the ones to judge them but that only Allah (swt) can 
judge them. We only try our best to worship and serve Allah (swt). This is all that should be our 
concern in the life of this world. We leave the judgment of people up to Allah (swt) and we know 
that He (swt) is the Best of Judges. So even though they hate us, we do not hate them. We even 
hope that they would be guided to the Truth of this Message and that they would be guided to 
the Pleasure of Allah (swt) and the Garden. 

But at the same time we are still cautious of the enemies of this Message as Allah (swt) 
has commanded us to be cautious of them. We know that they are making plots to destroy this 
Message. We know that they are making plots to foil our efforts to carry this Message to 
mankind. So when Allah (swt) commands us not to take them as our intimate friends and not to 
share our secrets with them, then we heed the command of our Lord and Master. We do not 
hate them but at the same time we do not take them for our close friends and we do not share 
our secrets with them. We have to always remember that we are a nation on a mission. 

Finally Allah (swt) says "Surely we have made clear the Signs for you so that you 
may understand". Can there be any doubt as to who our enemies are after we have learned 
this ayah? Can any Muslim today come and say that it is acceptable for Muslims to take those 
from outside this Din as close and intimate friends? Of course not. We now know who our 
enemies are and we know what their plots are. Allah (swt) has made this ayah perfectly clear for 
us. Thus the lesson that we can take from this ayah is that we must not become too close to the 
non-Muslims. We should still treat them with kindness and respect, and we may even have a 
casual friendship with them, and we should also pray for their guidance and carry dawah to them 
if we can. But we must not become close with them and take them as intimate friends. 
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We should be especially careful about sharing secrets with them. We must never trust 
anyone from outside our Din with the secrets of the Muslims. We must never disclose to them 
the movements and the activities of our Muslim brothers and sisters who are working in this 
dawah. Some of our scholars have even said that we should be wary of new converts to Islam. 
Although we should welcome them as our brothers as soon as they take the Shahada, we should 
not immediately trust them with the secrets of our group or movement. This is because the 
enemies of this Message are everywhere, and what the enemies of this Message want to do is 
greatest of all evil. They want to take us away from Allah (swt). They want to take us away from 
our reason for living. They want to destroy this Message that Allah (swt) has sent a Mercy and 
Guidance for all mankind. They want to stop this dawah to bring back the Law of Allah (swt) to 
the land. So we must be wary of them. We must only trust fully those Muslims whom we know 
are sincere and whom we know have dedicated themselves to Allah (swt). Allah (swt) has made 
this fact absolutely clear for us in this ayah so that we may understand. How many Muslims will 
understand? How many Muslims will take heed of the warning of their Lord and Master? 

These then are who our enemies are. But what is the attitude of the Muslims today 
towards these people? Do we not see the Muslims taking these people as intimate friends? Do we 
not see the Muslims taking these people as advisors and confidants? Many scholars have noted 
that one of the reasons why the Islamic State fell was because the enemies of this Message were 
allowed to advise the Khalifah on how to run the affairs of the State. In the 18 th and 19 th century, 
when the Muslims saw that the West was beginning to progress materially, and they were even 
beginning to surpass the Muslims, that was when we foolishly believed that we can take them as 
our close advisors and that we can listen to everything that they have to say. Of course all that 
they whispered into the ear of the Khalifah was poison even though they may have appeared to 
be his sincere well-wishers. They advised him to replace the Law of Allah (swt) with the law of 
man. They advised him to introduce reforms that were known as Tanziamat, these reforms were 
nothing but a means through which the systems of Islam can be dismantled and replaced with 
the systems of kufr. It was at this point that our real decline began. It was at this point when the 
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Islamic State was no longer ruled fully by the Law of Allah (swt). After this point it was all 
downhill until that dark day in 1924 when what remained of the Islamic State was destroyed. So 
you see here what is the result of taking the enemies of this Message as advisors and friends. 

This problem is not simply a problem that existed at the time of the Islamic State. It 
even exists today and it has even gotten worse today. Even today we can see that the enemies 
of this Message are trying to advice the Muslims on how we should live. They are telling us how 
we should conduct our Din. They have the audacity to tell us what is good and what is not good 
about our Din. So for example Salah is one part of our Din that they do not have a problem with 
but government is. So they tell Muslims to abandon the government and keep the Salah. They 
are telling us how to live according to our Din. The enemies of Allah (swt) are telling us how we 
should worship and serve Allah (swt). And the Muslims, out of blatant ignorance or sheer 
stupidity, follow everything that they say. May Allah (swt) make this Ummah wake up from the 
slumber that she is in! May Allah (swt) help us to realize that as sweet as their words seem, they 
do not want what is best for us! They only want to take us away from Allah (swt) Who is our 
very reason for being. 

So the enemies of this Message are trying to change Islam so that it becomes similar to 
their way of life. They want to convince Muslims that Islam and secularism are the same and that 
Islam and democracy are the same. What is even more unfortunate is that many Muslims play 
along to what the enemies of this Message are saying. These Muslims go to great pains to try 
and show that there is no conflict between us and them. They say that there is no clash of 
civilizations. They say that Islam is compatible with these systems of kufr. They say that Muslims 
should just live quietly in the status quo and not do anything to try and change the world. They 
say that we as Muslims can be content living in a world like is found today. What would these so 
called Muslims say about the fact that the Law of Allah (swt) is not implemented in the world 
today? What would these so called Muslims say about the fact that thousands of our brothers 
and sisters are being oppressed and killed by the enemies of this Message? What would these so 
called Muslims say about the fact that this Message is not reaching the masses of the world? 
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These so called Muslims do not care for the oppressed Muslims or non-Muslims just as they do 
not care for the Law of Allah (swt). As long as they can make their prayers in their big masajid, 
and they can live in peace in their houses that they buy with mortgages then they are happy. 
They could care less about what happens to the rest of the Ummah. There is a word for Muslims 
like these and Allah (swt) tells us about them in the next ayah. 
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120. Look, you are the ones who love them but they do not love you, and you believe 
in every portion of the Book. And when they meet you they say "We believe", but 
when they are alone they bite their fingertips at you from rage, say "Die in your 
rage", surely Allah knows what is in the breasts. 

In the previous ayah Allah (swt) told us about the enemies of this Message from among 
the disbelievers. They are the ones who openly admit that they do not believe in this Message 
and they work openly for its destruction. In this ayah Allah (swt) brings our attention to another 
group from among those who are working to destroy this Message. But this threat is an even 
greater and even more dangerous threat than the enemies of this Message from among the 
disbelievers. These are the hypocrites. The ones who pretend to be Muslims. The ones who say 
that they are Muslims and they act as if they are Muslims, but who are secretly working for the 
destruction of this Message. This Message has no greater threat than these wretched people. 
Even today this Ummah is crawling with these serpents from within and they have no other 
objective other than to destroy this Din. May Allah (swt) save this Ummah from them! 
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Allah (swt) begins His (swt)'s description of the hypocrites in this ayah by saying "Look, 
you are the ones who love them but they do not love you". Allah (swt) begins this ayah 
with a sense of shock and surprise. He (swt) grabs our attention and focuses it on these people. 
We are like a people who are sleeping and heedless of the truth, the tone of this ayah is to shock 
us and to wake us from our slumber and our heedlessness. Allah (swt) tells us to look! To look to 
the reality of our situation. We are the ones who love them but they do not love us. The Muslims 
think that the hypocrites are our sincere brethren in Islam. We think that they love us. We think 
that they want the best for us. We love them because we see that they are Muslims just like us. 
But Allah (swt) tells us in this ayah that they do not love us. It is only we who love them but they 
do not love us. 

Then Allah (swt) says "and you believe in every portion of the Book". What is the 
difference between a hypocrite and a sincere believer? The sincere and true believer believes 
with utmost conviction in all that his Rabb reveals to him, while the hypocrite has doubts and 
misgivings about much of what He (swt) has revealed. So here Allah (swt) tells the true believers 
as to what is the difference between them and the hypocrites. The true believers believe in every 
portion of the Book that Allah (swt) has revealed, while the hypocrites doubt much of what is in 
it. For example the hypocrites doubt many of the laws in the Book of Allah (swt). They do not see 
the laws in the Book of Allah (swt) as applicable for "modern times". One famous Muslim 
"scholar" has even said that we should be reading the Quran where all of the "hard verses" have 
been removed. They want to present a new Quran that does not pose a threat to the status quo. 
Such is the trait of the hypocrite, they have no respect for the Book of Allah (swt). But the true 
believers believe in all of the Book of Allah (swt), they believe in the applicability of the Law of 
Allah (swt) for all times and for all places. 

In the next part of the ayah Allah (swt) says "and when they meet you they say 
"We believe"". This is how the hypocrites are. Whenever they meet the believers, they say that 
they believe. They say that they believe in Allah (swt) as their Lord and Master, and they believe 
in the Prophet (saw) as His (swt)'s Messenger. Then they do even more; they pretend and act 
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like they are Muslims. They give you salams, they pray next to you, they break fast with you in 
Ramadan, and they act like they are a part of this Ummah in every way. But all of this is a 
deception, all of this is a fagade. In reality they do not believe as we believe. They do not believe 
that the purpose of life should be to live in worship and servitude to Allah (swt). They do not 
think that Allah (swt) is the purpose of their lives and they do not see the Prophet (saw) to be 
the perfect example to follow in every way. They believe that they live only to serve themselves. 
They want to follow whatever way will bring them pleasure and make them feel good. Thus they 
are nothing like the true and sincere believers even if they may profess to believe with their 
tongues. So everything that they say to you, everything that they do in pretending to be Muslims 
is only a deception. May Allah (swt) expose them for the pretenders that they are! 

Then Allah (swt) says "but when they are alone they bite their fingertips at you 
from rage". When the hypocrites meet us, they pretend to believe. They pretend as if they love 
us. But when they go away from us, when they are alone by themselves, they bite their 
fingertips. Why do they bite their fingertips? They bite their fingertips because of their extreme 
hatred for us. They bite their fingertips from rage at us. They have so much hatred and jealousy 
for us because we have submitted ourselves to Allah (swt). We have done that which they have 
failed to do. We have fulfilled the purpose of our creation while they have not. They also hate us 
because of the way of life that we are calling for. We are calling mankind to return to Allah (swt). 
We are telling mankind that the time of living for our desires is over, and now the time has come 
for us to live for Allah (swt). They hate this way of life. They hate living in submission to Allah 
(swt). So they bite their fingertips, despite the fact that it pains them, they still bite. So much is 
their hatred and anger for the true and sincere servants of Allah (swt). 

At this Allah (swt) commands us to say to them "Die in your rage". What a powerful 
and earth shattering statement is this? Look this is Allah (swt) Who is saying this. See here how 
much they have angered Allah (swt). Allah (swt) commands us to tell them to die in their rage. 
You have anger and hatred for Islam and the Muslims, then die in your rage. Die from your 
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anger. Then you will return to Allah (swt) and He (swt) will take care of you for what you have 
done. What could be the fate of a people who have angered Allah (swt) so? 

Finally Allah (swt) ends this ayah by saying "surely Allah knows what is in the 
breasts". They think that they can deceive the Muslims. Through their deceptions they think that 
they can escape the evil that they have done. They may have deceived the Muslims and they 
may even have deceived the Prophet (saw), but they can never deceive Allah (swt). Allah (swt) 
Knows very well what is in their breasts. Allah (swt) Knows how they conceal kufr in their hearts. 
Allah (swt) Knows the great hatred that they have for His (swt)'s Message and His (swt)'s true 
and sincere servants. They cannot hide anything from Allah (swt). All of their evil will be brought 
to light on the Day that they return to Allah (swt). May Allah (swt) save us from ever becoming 
like them! May Allah (swt) Know from our hearts only firm Iman and a sincere desire to live our 
lives in worship and servitude to Him (swt). 

Now that we have discussed the situation of the hypocrites, we must exercise one word 
of caution. You and me do not always know for sure who the hypocrites are. We do not always 
know who has sincere Iman in their hearts and who is concealing kufr. So it is very important 
that we always give all of our Muslim brothers and sisters the benefit of the doubt. Unless we 
have clear evidence to show that they are hypocrites we must always think that they are true 
and sincere Muslims. Not only must we always think the best of them, but we must also love 
them for the sake of Allah (swt). We must love them all for the sake of Allah (swt). We must love 
everyone in this Ummah as we would love our own brother or our own sister. Allah (swt) Knows 
what is in the hearts but we do not. So we must always think the best of our Muslim brothers 
and sisters. We must not allow Shaitan to create hatred between us and them and we must not 
allow him to be put evil thoughts about them in our hearts. We do not know who is a hypocrite 
and who is not, so we must always think the best of our Muslim brothers and sisters. 

The only exception to this rule is when they clearly show signs of hypocrisy. For example 
if they commit the major sins and they continue to commit those sins and do not cease even 
after they have been warned. The major sins include neglecting the Salah, backbiting, lying and 
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inappropriate mixing with members of the opposite sex. If they commit these grave sins and they 
keep committing them, then we have reason to suspect their Iman and their sincerity. We should 
also be wary of them if they make statements that are contrary to what is established clearly in 
the Quran and Sunnah. For example if they say that there is no such thing as the Islamic State, 
even after they are shown all of the evidences, if they continue to make such statements then we 
should be careful of them. We should also be careful of them if we can see that they are 
collaborating with the disbelievers. We should be careful of them if we can see that they are 
informing the agents of the enemies of this Message as to the activities of our brothers and 
sisters in the dawah. We are not saying for sure that they are hypocrites if they do these things. 
Allah (swt) Knows best as to what is in their hearts. We are only saying that you should be 
careful of them if you see this kind of behavior from them. There is a fine line between having 
trust and love for your Muslim brothers and protecting yourself from the hypocrites and their 
deception. So we all need to make our best judgment with the people whom we interact with. 

We should always strive to maintain the bonds of brotherhood but at the same time we should 
be aware that there is this threat. These people who claim that they are of this Ummah but who 
are really seeking to take us away from our Rabb. Allah (swt) Knows best and we ask Him (swt) 
to protect us and to protect all the sincere believers in this Ummah. 
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121. If good happens to you it grieves them, and if evil should afflict you they rejoice 
at it, but if you have Sabr and if you have Taqwa then no harm can their plots do to 
you in the least, surely Allah encompasses all that they do. 

In the previous ayahs Allah (swt) told us about the enemies of this Message. The ones 
who are trying to destroy this Message that He (swt) has sent as a guidance for mankind. We 
learned that there were two groups among such people. The first group were the disbelievers. 
These included those from among the Jews and the Christians. The second group, the more 
dangerous of the two, were the hypocrites. These are those who pretend to be Muslims, and in 
their hearts they have doubts as to the Truth of this Message and they work for its destruction. 
These are our enemies and Allah (swt) has made them clear for us. We should be aware that 
they are out there. We should know that they are working night and day to destroy this Message, 
and we should know that there is nothing that would bring them greater pleasure than to see us 
turn away from Allah (swt). In this ayah Allah (swt) continues to describe for us these enemies of 
His (swt)'s Message. Only when we read these ayahs and we constantly remind ourselves of 
them will we be wary of them and will we take the steps to protect ourselves from them. As 
always, Allah (swt) is the Best of Protectors and we ask Him (swt) to protect us and protect all 
those who sincerely work in this dawah. 

Allah (swt) says in this ayah "If good happens to you it grieves them, and if evil 
should afflict you they rejoice at it". This is the attitude of the enemies of this Message 
towards the true and sincere believers. If some good happens to us then it grieves them greatly, 
but if some harm or some calamity were to befall us then it makes them extremely happy. In 
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other words, they are happy when the Muslims are in difficulty and are suffering and they are 
sad when the Muslims are victorious and when the Muslims please Allah (swt). This is the kind of 
people whom they are. They do not care for Allah (swt). They do not care for their responsibility 
to worship and serve Allah (swt). Furthermore they have such great hatred and jealousy for the 
sincere servants of Allah (swt). They see us worshipping and serving Allah (swt) as we were 
created to do and as they were created to do and this sight kindles within them a great rage for 
us. Because of this anger and hatred they are delighted when we are in misery and they are 
angered and grieved when we are happy. This is their attitude towards the Muslims when they 
themselves are claiming to be Muslims. They make themselves to be accepted into the Muslim 
community and they have the love of the community but look at the hatred that their hearts 
conceal. See how they rejoice at our misfortunes and despair at our successes. Look at the evil 
of these people. May Allah (swt) save us from them! 

So we see from this ayah how the enemies of this Message have such great hatred for 
our Ummah. They hate us only because we are worshipping and serving Allah (swt) as were 
created to do. Now not only do these people hate the Muslims and not only do they want to 
cause misery to the Muslims, but we can also see from the world around us today that they are 
the ones in power. They are the ones who control all of the material resources of this world. 

They control all of the wealth of this world. They control the powerful armies of the world. They 
have all of the latest technologies at their disposal. The media is also completely under their 
control, the masses only see and hear what they want them to see and hear. When you see all of 
this then you might think that what chance does this dawah have against enemies who are so 
resourceful and enemies who control so much and enemies who are so determined? Is there any 
chance for us to have any success against all of their plans and schemes? The one who looks 
only to the life of this world would say no. But the true believer always looks to Allah (swt). The 
true believer always knows that Allah (swt) is there and that Allah (swt) is with him. So no matter 
what happens he has hope. He has hope that in one way or another his Rabb will rescue him. 
Either by giving this Din victory in this world or allowing him to die while making this effort. 
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Allah (swt) says "but if you have Sabr and if you have Taqwa then no harm can 
their plots do to you in the least". There are only two traits that Allah (swt) asks to have. 
Allah (swt) tells us that if we have these two traits then their plots and their schemes cannot 
harm us in the least. They can have all of the resources in the world, they can control the minds 
of all the people in the world, they can have the most sophisticated and devastating of weapons, 
they can have spies and informants in every corner, they can use the most brutal and cruel 
means of torture, they can do all of this and more. But they will never harm this dawah in the 
least if only the members of this dawah would have Sabr and Taqwa. We have already discussed 
these two concepts in other Surahs, but we feel that these two concepts are so important that 
they need to be discussed here as well. 

The word Sabr is derived from a root word that means "to bind and fetter". So it gives 
the meaning of tying something up and restraining it. You take something and you bind it so that 
it has no place to go. That is what Sabr is, you restrain yourself and you control yourself for the 
sake of Allah (swt). You control and you bind your actions so that you only behave in a way that 
is pleasing to Allah (swt). There are many ways in which you must control yourself for the sake 
of Allah (swt). There are many different types of Sabr. When it comes to your obligations and 
doing the actions that are pleasing to Allah (swt), then having Sabr means that you must persist 
and persevere in doing those actions. No matter how difficult they may become. No matter how 
many times you have to do it, you still have to do it again and again. You have to keep 
persevering for the sake of Allah (swt) and you must never weaken and you must never give up. 
You have to keep on doing what is pleasing to Allah (swt) and you must never tire or falter. If 
ever you become weak, then think about the Greatness and the Majesty of the Master Whom you 
are serving. If you ever become weak then think about the reward that He (swt) has for you. 
Another way in which you must have Sabr is in controlling yourself from that which is displeasing 
to Allah (swt). There are many actions, thoughts and emotions that are displeasing to Allah 
(swt). For the sake of Allah (swt), you must restrain yourself from all of these. Examples of such 
actions are looking at members of the opposite sex, backbiting, dealing with interest, and many 
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others. Examples of thoughts are thinking negatively about Allah (swt) or thinking wrong of your 
Muslim brothers. Examples of emotions are jealousy and pride. Although you may desire strongly 
to do these actions and to have these emotions and thoughts you must control yourself for the 
sake of Allah (swt). You must restrain yourself for the sake of Allah (swt). Think of these desires 
as an animal and then try your best to tie up this animal for the sake of Allah (swt). The next 
kind of Sabr is having patience through times of difficulty and hardship. Whenever some calamity 
or some difficulty befalls you, you must not let yourself to be overcome by grief or anger. Rather 
you must have Sabr for the sake of Allah (swt) and tolerate the pain that you are going through. 
As painful and as bitter as it may be, you must tolerate the pain and be patient for the sake of 
Allah (swt). Not only should you be patient but you must be patient without complaining. You 
should try your best not to question Allah (swt) as to why He (swt) made this calamity to befall 
you. You have to realize that Allah (swt) Knows the pain and suffering that you are going 
through and He (swt) Knows that you are patient to seek His (swt)'s Pleasure. All of these are 
different forms of Sabr that the believer must have. Those who are working in this dawah to 
establish the Law of Allah (swt) in the land and to carry the Message of Allah (swt) to the people 
especially need to have this Sabr. 

Then Allah (swt) tells us how we should have Taqwa. Taqwa as we mentioned is when 
we have a constant awareness of Allah (swt). We are constantly aware of the fact that Allah 
(swt) is Aware of us. Because of this awareness we are always careful only to do that which is 
pleasing to Him (swt). Thus to have Taqwa you always need to think about Allah (swt), and you 
have to be certain that He (swt) is Witnessing you right at this very moment. Would you ever do 
anything that is displeasing to Him (swt) if you were always in this state? 

Thus Allah (swt) tells us in this part of the ayah that if we are able to have Sabr and 
Taqwa for His (swt)'s sake, then the enemies of this Message cannot harm us in the least. They 
may still be able to harm or even kill individual members in the dawah, but they will never be 
able to harm the dawah as a whole. They will never be able to ham our cause, they will never be 
able to harm the overall effort on the part of this Ummah to bring back Islam. They cannot harm 
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it even a little bit, no matter how strong and how powerful they are. This is because when the 
members of the dawah have Sabr and when they have Taqwa, then their party or movement is 
protected by Allah (swt). When you work sincerely for the sake of Allah (swt), and when you 
work to the best of your ability, then you have to believe that Allah (swt) will protect that which 
you are working for. Because you are not doing it for yourself or for anyone else but rather you 
are only doing it for Him (swt). Once you have the Protection of Allah (swt), then who is there 
that can harm you after that? No harm will the enemies of this Message be able to do to your 
work even in the least. May Allah (swt) grant us Sabr! May Allah (swt) grant us Taqwa! May Allah 
(swt) grant us sincerity! May Allah (swt) grant us His (swt)'s Protection! 

Finally Allah (swt) ends this ayah by saying "surely Allah encompasses all that they 
do". Allah (swt) is encompassing the enemies of this Message from all sides. There is nothing 
that they can do which is outside the Knowledge of Allah (swt). Allah (swt) Knows all about their 
plots and their plants to destroy His (swt)'s Message. There is no plan that they can make that 
He (swt) does not Know about. Do you then think that Allah (swt) will allow any of their plans to 
come to fruition? This is Allah (swt)'s Message, this is His (swt)'s Din, and we are His (swt)'s 
dedicated servants, so do you think that He (swt) will let them succeed in their plans? He (swt) 
may gave them a small victory here and there, but the end will always be for the righteous. In 
the end, Allah (swt) will give victory for this Din. The victory will come, this is a fact about which 
there can be no doubt. It will come with or without your help. As for the enemies of this 
Message, they are completely surrounded and encompassed by Allah (swt). There is nowhere 
that they can go to escape Him (swt). He (swt) allows them to do their evil for the short time 
that they are in this world. Even these plots He (swt) does not allow to have any effect on those 
of His (swt)'s servants who are dedicated to Him (swt). Then they will return to Him (swt) and 
He (swt) will deal with them in the way that they deserve to be dealt with. May Allah (swt) save 
us from that fate! May Allah (swt) always surround and encompass the enemies of this Message 
and may He (swt) not allow their plans to succeed even once! He (swt) is our only Protector! 
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So from these ayahs we learn that this dawah has many enemies. Both from outside and 
within. This was true at the time of the Prophet (saw). It has been true throughout the history of 
our Ummah and it is true today. But no matter how powerful the enemies of this Message are, 
and no matter how many of them there are, we should never despair. We should never fear 
them. All that we need to do is work sincerely for Islam in whatever capacity that we can. What 
is required of us is not to establish the Islamic State. Rather what is required of us is only 
sincerity, patience and the constant consciousness of our Lord. If we can do this, if we can work 
in the best of our capacity to teach the people this Book and this Din, then Insha Allah our Lord 
will accept our efforts and He (swt) may deem us worthy to give victory to. 

Sabr and Taqwa are two qualities that we need to inculcate into our lives at every 
moment. Not only will this protect us from the plots of the enemies of this Message, but it will 
also ensure that we are always in the Pleasure of our Lord and far from His Wrath. Sabr will help 
us persevere in doing the actions that are pleasing to Him (swt). We know what are the deeds 
that He (swt) is asking us to do. But sometimes Shaitan makes us lazy. Shaitan tells us that we 
do not need to do it this time. He says that we can sleep for ten more minutes when it is time to 
pray Fajr, he says that we can delay going to the masjid. He says that we do not need to make 
an effort in this dawah. Sabr is what we need to defeat him. Sabr is what makes us keep on 
doing what is pleasing to our Lord no matter how difficult it becomes or no matter how many 
times we have to do it. Similarly Taqwa is what will help us to avoid what He (swt) has forbidden. 
Whenever Shaitan calls us to any action that might be displeasing to Him (swt), when we 
remember Him (swt), when we remember that right now at this moment we are under His 
(swt)'s Gaze, Insha Allah this awareness will motivate us not to do that forbidden action. So we 
see how Sabr and Taqwa are required for every moment of our lives. For the believer he needs it 
more than he needs the air that he breathes. 
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122. And when you went forth early in the morning from your family, to assign for the 
believers their stations in battle, and Allah is Hearing, Knowing. 

In this ayah Allah (swt) begins a new section of this Surah where He (swt) comments on 
what happened to the Muslims during the battle of Uhud. This battle is famous because it is in 
this battle where the Muslims came close to defeat. Remember in the previous ayah how Allah 
(swt) commanded the Muslims to have Sabr and Taqwa. Allah (swt) also reminded us that the 
enemies of this Message cannot harm us in the least if we always strive in having these two 
traits. Sabr and Taqwa are the qualities of a believer. Part of the test that Allah (swt) has given 
us in the life of this world is to see how well we have these two qualities. In these ayahs and 
through the battle of Uhud, Allah (swt) shows us what can happen to us if we do not have Sabr 
and Taqwa. Allah (swt) shows us how the enemies of this Message can only defeat us when we 
fail to have Sabr and Taqwa and when we fail to trust and rely on Him (swt). This was a battle 
where the Muslims who were with the Prophet (saw) were defeated because they did not have 
Sabr and Taqwa, do you then expect victory to come to you if you do not have these? 

The battle of Uhud and these ayahs where Allah (swt) comments on what happened 
during the battle are particularly relevant for the Muslim Ummah today. Because this battle and 
these ayahs teach the Muslims how to deal with defeat. It seems that these days our Ummah 
does not know anything but defeat. Allah (swt) shows us here how defeat is not always a total 
loss. From every defeat there is a lesson to be learned. Every defeat can make us stronger in our 
resolve. So the only true defeats are the ones that do not make us stronger. The only true 
defeats are the ones from which we do not take the lessons. These ayahs and this battle also 
teach us the importance of Sabr. How important is it for the Ummah to have Sabr today? It 
cannot be emphasized enough. 

108 



Sayyid Qutb asks us to note in his tafsir of these ayahs about the way in which Allah 
(swt) comments on the battle of Uhud. Allah (swt) does not chronologically tell us what 
happened during the battle. This is because the purpose of Allah (swt) telling us about the battle 
is not so that we may know what happened at each step in the battle, but rather the purpose of 
Him (swt) telling us about the battle is so that we may gain the lessons and guidance from it for 
our lives. Sayyid Qutb tells us how this battle was every much a battle in the human 
consciousness as it was a battle on the battlefield. The Muslims had to struggle with themselves 
to have Sabr and Taqwa, to have trust in Allah (swt) and to stand with the Prophet (saw) just as 
they had to struggle with their swords and with their shields. Allah (swt) tells us about both of 
these battles in these ayahs. 

Allah (swt) begins this ayah by saying "And when you went forth early in the 
morning from your family". This is addressed to the Prophet (saw). Allah (swt) is reminding 
the Prophet (saw) of that early morning when he (saw) left his (saw)'s family and his (saw)'s 
home. Why did he (saw) leave his (saw)'s family and his (saw)'s home on that early morning? 
Allah (swt) says "to assign for the believers their stations in battle". The Prophet (saw) left 
his (saw)'s family that early morning to assign the believers to their stations in battle for the 
battle of Uhud. The Prophet (saw) himself was the one who went to out onto the battlefield to 
assign the believers to their battlestations. Here we see the sacrifices that the Prophet (saw) 
himself made for this Message and this Ummah. The Prophet (saw) at that time was the leader 
of the Islamic State. He (saw) was the head of state for this empire. So he (saw) could easily 
have stayed at home with his (saw)'s family and allowed his (saw)'s generals to organize the 
troops for battle. Is this not what all of the leaders of the world do today? When was the last 
time that you saw a president or a king or any of these clowns who pretend to be our leaders on 
the battlefield? The Prophet (saw) was nothing like them. He (saw) left the warmth of his (saw)'s 
home and the love of his (saw)'s family on that cold desert morning. He (saw) left to take care of 
this Ummah and to see to it that the Message of Allah (swt) reaches mankind. How many 
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Muslims are there today who will not even wake up on a cold morning for the Fajr Salah? How 
different are they from our beloved (saw)? 

Then Allah (swt) says "and Allah is Hearing, Knowing". Here Allah (swt) lets us know 
that He (swt) fully witnessed the battle of Uhud and He (swt) Knows all that happened in it. 

When Allah (swt) says that He (swt) is Hearing, it is not at all like our hearing. For example the 
Hearing of Allah (swt) includes our seeing. Allah (swt) Hears images just as He (swt) hears 
sounds. Not only did He (swt) see what was on the battlefield but He (swt) even saw into 
people's hearts. Through His (swt)'s Hearing, Allah (swt) Hears all that we see and all that we 
hear and more. So He (swt) was a Full Witness to all that happened during the battle. He (swt) 
Heard and Saw everything. 

Allah (swt) also reminds us in this ayah that He (swt) is the All-Knowing. He (swt) Knows 
what was in the hearts of the believers and He (swt) Knows what was in the hearts of the 
hypocrites and He (swt) Knows what was in the hearts of the disbeliveers. Allah (swt) also Knew 
the outcome of the battle even before it took place. Allah (swt) Knew that the Muslims would 
win, then they would lose, and they would win again. So before Allah (swt) begins to comment 
on what happened during the battle, and before He (swt) gives us the lessons and guidance that 
is to be learned from the battle, He (swt) is sure to remind us that He (swt) Heard and Knew 
about all that happened during the battle. Think about what happened during the time of the 
Prophet (saw), think about how it was then when these ayahs were revealed. Any Muslim soldier 
who hears this ayah and who participated in the battle of Uhud, realizes now that Allah (swt) 
Knows more about what happened at Uhud than he does. Even though he was present during 
the battle, he realizes from this part of the ayah that Allah (swt) Knows more about what 
happened during the battle than he does. So if he is sincere, then he listens attentively to what 
Allah (swt) says in these ayahs. He knows that he is being told by the One Who Hears all and 
Knows all, the One Who Knows more about that day of Uhud than anyone else. May Allah (swt) 
help us to get the benefit and the lessons from this battle as well! May Allah (swt) always help us 
to remember that He (swt) Hears all and that He (swt) knows all! 
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123. And when two groups from you were distressed with cowardice, and Allah was 
the Guardian of them both, and on Allah let the believers put their trust. 

In the previous ayah Allah (swt) began to describe for us what happened during the 
battle of Uhud. Allah (swt) told us how the Prophet (saw) left his (saw)'s home and his (saw)'s 
family early in the morning to arrange the ranks of the Muslims for battle. We know that the 
Prophet (saw) strategically arranged the formation of the Muslim soldiers in such a way so that 
every weakness in the ranks of the Muslims was protected. The Prophet (saw) did not leave any 
gaps through which the enemy can come through. So the lesson that we can take from this fact 
is that even though the Prophet (saw) is the Messenger of Allah (swt), and even though he (saw) 
knows that Allah (swt) will support and help him (saw), he (saw) still took the time to prepare for 
battle to the best of his (saw)'s ability. We have to always follow the Prophet (saw) here as well. 
We always should have trust in Allah (swt) but at the same time we must also prepare to the 
best of our ability. We have to both trust in Allah (swt) and try our best to prepare, such was the 
Sunnah of the Prophet (saw). 

In this ayah Allah (swt) says "And when two groups from you were distressed 
with cowardice". The scholars say that this refers to the two tribes of Banu Harithah and Banu 
Salamah. These two tribes were part of the army of the Muslims in the battle of Uhud. Now when 
the battle was about to begin, the hypocrite and traitor Abdullah bin Ubayy deserted the Muslim 
army. Not only did he desert, but he took many of his clansman with him. So the original army of 
the Muslims numbered close to one thousand, but after this act of desertion by the traitor 
Abdullah bin Ubayy the Muslim ranks were reduced to only seven hundred. Now the Muslim army 
numbered only seven hundred and the Quraysh army numbered over three thousand. When this 
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happened some more Muslims were considering deserting the army as well. They questioned 
themselves as to how an army of only seven hundred could ever achieve victory against an army 
of three thousand. Those Muslims who were doubting and hesitating and who were about to 
leave the army were these two tribes of Banu Harithah and Banu Salamah. Allah (swt) Knows 
best, but probably they were new Muslims or they were close to the tribe of Abdullah bin Ubayy. 
So they were debating in their minds as to whether or not they should desert the Muslim army, 
they were debating on whether or not they should abandon the Prophet (saw). This ayah was 
revealed about them, and the conflict that went on in their minds. 

Allah (swt) describes them as being distressed with cowardice. The Arabic word hamm 
that Allah (swt) uses gives the meaning of a conflict that goes on in the mind. When you are in 
between two decisions and you are distressed over which one to take that is when you have this 
hamm. Part of them wanted to stand with the Muslims and part of them wanted to run away. 
They were debating within themselves as to what they should do. This then was a battle that 
took place within their minds before the actual battle that took place on the battlefield. 

The lesson that we can take from this part of the ayah is to see the importance of 
courage and the importance of not following the disobedient ones. When the tribes of Banu 
Harithah and Banu Salamah saw the section of the hypocrites abandon the Muslim army, they 
felt like deserting as well. They lacked courage and they were about to follow those who had 
turned away from Allah (swt). This is what we must prevent from happening to us. We must 
have courage and we should not look to others when they display acts of cowardice or hesitation. 
We must always be looking to Allah (swt) and not to the creation. Whatever other people may 
do, however disobedient they may be, we must never look to them. We should always remember 
that Allah (swt) is the purpose of our existence and so we should strive to please Him (swt). If 
we forget about Allah (swt) and we compare ourselves to others, and we try to be like others, 
then we have failed miserably in the purpose for which we were created. Allah (swt) should be all 
that matters, so the only examples whom we should follow are that of His (swt)'s Messenger 
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(saw) and those whom He (swt) is pleased with. These should be standards against which we 
should judge ourselves. Not the common Muslims today. 

So these two tribes were debating in their minds as to whether or not they should 
abandon the Prophet (saw). Then Allah (swt) says "and Allah was the Guardian of them 
both". Allah (swt) was the Guardian of both of these tribes. He (swt) protected them from their 
own cowardice and their own disobedience. He (swt) gave them the strength to remain firm. So 
they made the decision to stand with the Prophet (saw) and the Muslims. After much hesitation, 
they finally resolved to stay. Here Allah (swt) lets them know that it was He (swt) Who gave 
them the courage to stand firm. It was only because of Him (swt) that they were able to conquer 
their cowardice and stand firm with the other Muslims. Shaitan was calling on them to leave the 
Prophet (saw) like the hypocrites had done, but it was only Allah (swt) Who had been their 
Guardian and He (swt) saved them from this devil. Thus they should strive even harder to please 
Allah (swt) for what He (swt) had done for them. 

Finally Allah (swt) ends this ayah by saying "and on Allah let the believers put their 
trust". We must always have our trust and dependence on Allah (swt). For every moment of our 
lives we have to have trust and dependence on Allah (swt). We should always remember that we 
cannot exist even for a fraction of second if it were not for Allah (swt). We depend on Allah (swt) 
for our existence and we depend on Him (swt) for all that we have. This trust in Allah (swt) 
should also carry forth during times of danger and hardship. When we are in any situation where 
there is danger, we should always trust in Allah (swt) to take care of us. Allah (swt) is our 
Protector and Guardian and so we have to believe that He (swt) will always take care of us if we 
trust in Him (swt). So Allah (swt) is telling the two tribes of Banu Harithah and Banu Salamah 
and all believers to put their trust in Him (swt). As long as we put our trust in Allah (swt), then 
He (swt) will never disappoint us. As long as we put our trust in Allah (swt) then no harm can 
come to us. May Allah (swt) give us the enabling grace to always put our trust in Him (swt) and 
may He (swt) make us remember what it means for us to have placed our trust in Him (swt)! 
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124. And surely Allah has helped you at Badr when you were weak, so have Taqwa of 
Allah so that you may be grateful. 

In the previous ayahs Allah (swt) set the scene for the battle of Uhud. Allah (swt) told us 
about the time when the Prophet (saw) left his (saw)'s home and his (saw)'s family early in the 
morning. The Prophet (saw) left this early so that he (saw) can personally arrange the Muslims in 
their battle positions. We saw how the Prophet (saw) took great care to meticulously and 
carefully arrange the believers in their battle positions so that every weakness in the ranks of the 
Muslims was protected. Allah (swt) also told us about the two tribes of Banu Harithah and Banu 
Salamah, how they almost deserted the army of the Prophet (saw) when the hypocrites 
deserted. Allah (swt) told us how it was He (swt) Who gave them courage and resolve, and it 
was He (swt) Who enabled them to stay with the Prophet (saw). So the scene has been set for 
the battle of Uhud. However before Allah (swt) comments for the Muslims about what happened 
in the battle of Uhud, He (swt) reminds them of what happened in another great battle that they 
had fought. 

Allah (swt) says "And surely Allah has helped you at Badr when you were weak". 

We all know what happened during the battle of Badr. A small Muslim army consisting of only 
313 troops was able to gain a resounding victory over the army of the Quraysh that numbered 
more than one thousand. The scholars have noted how much a Miracle this victory was. Not only 
did the pagans outnumber the Muslims more than three to one, but they also had better armor, 
better weapons and more warhorses and camels. Furthermore this was a battle that was fought 
on the open desert, there were trees to hide in or mountains to hide behind. It was one to one 
combat on the open battlefield. Has there even been a military victory like this in the history of 
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mankind? Has ever a force so small overcome a force so large? Can you imagine yourself as a 
soldier in the battle of Badr? You have to fight three of your enemies and they all have better 
weapons and better armor than you, they also are most likely mounted on horses while you are 
not? Can you imagine yourself in that situation? Do you think that you will ever be able to 
achieve victory in such a situation? The Muslims achieved this victory. Why were the Muslims 
able to achieve this victory against such insurmountable odds? Allah (swt) lets us know in this 
ayah that it was only because He (swt) helped them. The Muslims in Badr were weak. They had 
less manpower and less weapons and less mounts, but still they were victorious. Allah (swt) 
reminds them in this part of the ayah that this was only because of Him (swt). 

Allah (swt) then tells the Muslims to have Taqwa of Him (swt) in order to show their 
gratitude for this. Allah (swt) bestowed on the Muslims a great favor when He (swt) gave them 
victory at Badr. If it were not for the Help of Allah (swt), then there was no way that the Muslims 
would be able to achieve this victory. So Allah (swt) reminds the Muslims here of this great 
blessing and favor that He (swt) bestowed on them. He (swt) reminds us just like He (swt) 
reminded them. On that day of Badr we as an Ummah were so weak and yet we were still able 
to overcome an enemy that was so strong. What then should be our response to Allah (swt) for 
what He (swt) has done for us? How can we ever show our thanks to Him (swt)? Allah (swt) tells 
us here that we should have Taqwa of Him (swt). This is how we can be grateful to Him (swt) for 
the great favor that He (swt) bestowed on us at Badr. 

The victory at Badr was just as much a victory for us as Muslims today as it was for the 
Prophet (saw) and the Sahabah. Do you think that you would be Muslim today if Allah (swt) had 
not given His (swt)'s Help and Support to the Muslims at Badr? If not for the Help and Support of 
Allah (swt) at Badr, the Muslims would have been defeated, the Islamic State would have been 
overrun, and this Message would have been destroyed. Then not only would Islam not be there, 
but you cannot imagine the darkness that the entire world would have fallen into. This entire 
world had been immersed in darkness when the Prophet (saw) was sent. There was ignorance 
and corruption everywhere. It was a time in which reason was gone and civilizations everywhere 


115 



were crumbling. The Dark Ages existed not only in Europe but all over the world. Every part of 
the earth was filled with barbarians. Allah (swt) saved the world from this darkness through this 
Din of Islam and at the battle of Badr He (swt) saved this Din from being destroyed. So you, me 
the Muslims, and all of mankind need to show thanks to Allah (swt) for the favor and blessing 
that He (swt) bestowed on the Muslim army at Badr. He (swt) gave our Ummah victory when we 
were weak and when we were about to be overcome. The only way in which we can show 
gratitude to Allah (swt) is by having Taqwa of Him (swt). We have to strive to always remember 
Him (swt) and through this remembrance to always do the actions that are pleasing to Him 
(swt). So when you think about Allah (swt), and when you only do the actions that are pleasing 
to Him (swt), then not only are you earning His (swt)'s Pleasure but you are also showing 
gratitude to Him (swt) for the victory that He (swt) conferred on your fathers at Badr. How 
wonderful is that! May Allah (swt) give us the enabling grace to always have Taqwa of Him (swt)! 
Whenever we feel as if there is no hope may Allah (swt) help us to always remember Badr and 
how He (swt) gave us victory when we were weak! 
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125. And when you said to the believers, "does it not suffice you that your Rabb 
should reinforce you with three thousand from the angels sent down?". 

In the previous ayah Allah (swt) reminded the Muslims of the great favor and blessing 
that He (swt) conferred upon them at the Battle of Badr. Allah (swt) reminded them how He 
(swt) had given them victory when they were weak. Allah (swt) also told them that the only way 
in which they can show thanks to Him (swt) for what He (swt) had done was to have Taqwa of 
Him (swt). Only by constantly thinking about Allah (swt) and by constantly thinking about how to 
please Allah (swt) can we possibly show thanks to Allah (swt) for what He (swt) has done. Our 
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gratitude has to be expressed by our tongues, our hearts and our actions. Allah (swt) gave our 
Ummah victory when we were at our weakest. It is only by remembering Allah (swt) and by 
striving to please Him (swt) can we show thanks for what He (swt) has done. Now it is a rule of 
Allah (swt) that only when we show thanks to Him (swt) for all of the blessings and favors that 
He (swt) has bestowed will those blessings and favors keep coming. The moment that we 
become ungrateful or the moment that we become negligent in our striving to show thanks to 
Allah (swt), that is the moment when the blessings and the favors will end. May Allah (swt) save 
us from that! 

The Muslims were faced with a similar situation during the battle of Uhud and this is 
what Allah (swt) tells us about in this ayah. Just like during the battle of Badr, the Help of Allah 
(swt) was near to the Muslims on the day of the battle of Uhud. All that the Muslims needed to 
do to get this Help was to have Taqwa and Sabr. Then just like at Badr the Help of Allah (swt) 
would have come down to them. But as we know Uhud turned out to be very different from 
Badr. The Quran is a Book of Guidance, and in Badr we have the example to follow but at Uhud 
we have the example to avoid. May Allah (swt) give us the enabling grace to learn the lessons! 

Allah (swt) says in this ayah "And when you said to the believers, "does it not 
suffice you that your Rabb should reinforce you with three thousand from the angels 
sent down?"". Here Allah (swt) brings the attention of the Muslims to what the Prophet (saw) 
had said to them before the battle of Uhud began. Mawdudi tells us in his tafsir of this ayah that 
the Prophet (saw) spoke these words to the Muslims after Abdullah bin Ubayy and the hypocrites 
deserted the Muslim army. Imagine how disheartening it must have been for the Muslims to lose 
almost a third of their fighting force. They were already seriously outnumbered, and now they 
had lost a large section of their army. Can you imagine yourself as a soldier in the army of the 
Muslims at that time? How frightening must it have been for you to know that you would soon be 
facing off against a force of three thousand and you only had seven hundred in your ranks? But 
then imagine that you hear these words from your beloved Prophet (saw)? "does it not suffice 
you that your Rabb should reinforce you with three thousand from the angels sent 
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down?". Allah (swt) is your Rabb, your Creator and your Sustainer, your Lord and your Master. 
You do everything for Him (swt). Is it not enough for you that He (swt) should send down three 
thousand of the angels to reinforce you? Who can then defeat you after that? What is the power 
of men when compared to the angels? Notice how Allah (swt) describes the angels as being sent 
down. This shows how they are not from this world. So their power is far greater than anything 
from this world. A band of three thousand angels sent down from the heavens such as these can 
easily overpower an army of men in the tens of thousands. That is how much more powerful 
they are than us. So is this not enough for the Muslims at Uhud to know that their Rabb would 
send these angels down to help them? This is what the Prophet (saw) told the Muslims when the 
traitor Abdullah bin Ubayy deserted the army. 

Notice also how Allah (swt) says that He (swt) would send down these angels to 
reinforce the Muslims, He (swt) does not say that He (swt) would send down these angels to 
fight for the Muslims. So even if the angels do come, the Muslims will still be required to fight. 
This world is a place of testing, and the only way in which we can hope to pass this test is by 
striving and struggling. Striving and struggling are the only means by which we can hope to 
come closer to Allah (swt). Striving and struggling is the only way in which we can hope that 
Allah (swt) would be pleased with us. So life is not easy, being a Muslim is even harder, and 
being a Muslim who is working in this dawah is even harder still. But do not ever give up, know 
that your purpose in life is to strive and struggle until you meet your Lord. Even if the angels are 
sent down to help you, you still have to strive and struggle. May Allah (swt) give us the enabling 
grace to do that! 

Another lesson that we can take from this ayah is that we must never give up on the 
Help of Allah (swt) when matters look bleak. That was indeed a dark moment for the Muslims 
when Abdullah bin Ubayy and his clansman deserted the Muslim army. But just at that moment 
the Prophet (saw) immediately reminded them of Allah (swt) and how He (swt) would support 
them with the angels. This shows us how the Prophet (saw) does not want for us to give up. No 
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matter what happens we have to keep on striving. No matter what happens we have to always 
believe that the Help of Allah (swt) is near. 

Thus we see that this ayah was a consolation for the Muslims at Uhud. Allah (swt) lets 
them know that the fact that they were outnumbered means nothing. Would it not be enough for 
them to know that Allah (swt) would help them with three thousand angels sent down from the 
heavens? If this were to happen then it would be the armies of Quraysh who would be hopelessly 
outnumbered. Even a hundred men from their army cannot defeat a single angel. Once the 
Muslims know that they would then be three thousand angels fighting at their side, would that 
not be enough for them? But the angels will not simply come for no reason. There is a condition 
that the Muslims must meet in order to get this Divine assistance from Allah (swt). Allah (swt) 
lets us know what that condition was in the next ayah. 
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126. Yes! If you have Taqwa and if you have Sabr, and they were to come upon you 
suddenly, your Rabb will assist you with five thousand angels having marks of 
distinction. 

In the previous ayah we saw how Allah (swt) promised the Muslims at Uhud that He 
(swt) would send them three thousand angels to help them against the enemies of this Message. 
After the decision of Abdullah bin Ubayy and the hypocrites to betray Allah (swt) and dessert the 
Prophet (saw), the Muslims found themselves outnumbered more than three to one. That was 
when the Prophet (saw) consoled them by letting them know that Allah (swt) would send down 
three thousand angels from the heavens to help them. Would that not be enough for them? Here 
Allah (swt) lets them know that it is indeed more than three thousand angels that He (swt) would 
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send down. However Allah (swt) also lets the Muslims know that there is a condition that needs 
to be fulfilled in order for these angels to come. 

Allah (swt) says, "Yes! If you have Taqwa and if you have Sabr, and they were to 
come upon you suddenly, your Rabb will assist you with five thousand angels having 
marks of distinction". Allah (swt) begins this ayah with an exclamation. Allah (swt) affirms and 
confirms the fact that He (swt) will help the Muslims with angels. This is something about which 
there can be no doubt whatsoever. The Help of Allah (swt) will most definitely come. The angels 
will most definitely come. But we see from here that there are two conditions that need to be 
fulfilled in order for the angels to come. There are two traits that all the Muslims in the army 
need to have in order for the angels to come. Of course they are Taqwa and Sabr. Every single 
soldier in the Muslim army needs to have Taqwa and Sabr. They need to maintain this Taqwa 
and Sabr throughout the battle. They can never allow themselves to weaken. Only if the Muslims 
have Taqwa and Sabr would they receive the Help of Allah (swt). Only if the Muslims have Taqwa 
and Sabr will the angels come down. It is not three thousand, but it is five thousand. Allah (swt) 
promises the Muslims that He (swt) will send down five thousand angels to help them if only they 
would have Sabr and Taqwa. Notice how Allah (swt) describes the angels as having marks of 
distinction. The scholars say that this refers to the special clothing that the angels wore. The 
angels are the soldiers of Allah (swt) and they each wore a special clothing so that they can be 
distinguished. 

As we know not all of the Muslims had Taqwa and Sabr on that day of Uhud. The 
Prophet (saw) had posted a group of fifty archers on a hill to defend the flank of the Muslim 
army. The Prophet (saw) had also given these archers clear instructions not to leave their 
positions for any reason until they received a message from him (saw). The Prophet (saw) had 
stressed and emphasized the point that they should not leave their posts for any reason 
whatsoever. As we know the archers deserted their positions when they saw that the Muslims 
were winning. They rushed down from their positions to collect the spoils of war. This allowed 
the Quraysh army to make a counter-attack and surprise the Muslims from the rear. Because of 
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this lack of Taqwa and this lack of Sabr, the Muslims were almost defeated. Because of this lack 
of Taqwa and this lack of Sabr, many Muslims including Hamza (ra) and Musab ibn Umayr (ra) 
were matryred. Because of this lack of Taqwa and this lack of Sabr, the Prophet (saw) himself 
(saw) was injured. So because some of the Muslims did not have Sabr and Taqwa, the Help of 
Allah (swt) never came. Not a single angel came down to Uhud on that day. The entire Ummah 
paid a heavy price on that day for the weakness and the heedlessness of these few Muslims. 

One lesson that we can take from this ayah is to see how the entire Ummah can be hurt 
because of a lack of Taqwa and a lack of Sabr on our part. As the Prophet (saw) has told us, this 
Ummah is like a body and we are all connected. The entire Muslim Ummah was relying on those 
fifty archers during the battle of Uhud. Not only were they relying on those archers to protect 
their flank from the enemy but they were also relying on those archers to have Taqwa and Sabr 
so that the Help of Allah (swt) could come down for all of them. The angels were in the lowest 
heaven and they were about to come down. All that these archers needed to do was to have 
Taqwa and to have Sabr and then the angels would have come down. Then victory would have 
been guaranteed. But they did not have Taqwa and Sabr, so the angels never came. Thus we 
see that when we choose not to have Taqwa and when we choose not to have Sabr, then we are 
not only disobeying the command of our Rabb, we are not only hurting the dawah, but we are 
also hurting the entire Muslim Ummah and we are preventing the Help of Allah (swt) from 
reaching this Ummah. May Allah (swt) save us from that! May Allah (swt) give us Sabr and 
Taqwa at every situation and at every moment! 
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127. And Allah did not make it except as a good news for you, and to set your hearts 
at rest with it, and there is no victory except from the Presence of Allah the Mighty, 
the Wise. 

In the previous ayahs Allah (swt) told us about how He (swt) would send the angels to 
help and support the Muslims. All that the Muslims had to do to get the help and support of the 
angels was to have Taqwa and Sabr. We saw that in the battle of Badr the Muslims were able to 
have Taqwa and Sabr so the angels did indeed come down. Through the help of the angels, the 
Muslims were able to achieve a great victory. But in the battle of Uhud some of the Muslims 
failed to have Taqwa and Sabr. They ran after the material things of this world instead of 
standing firm to the command of the Prophet (saw). They preferred the life of this world to Allah 
(swt). As a consequence of this the victory never came at Uhud. Instead many Muslims were 
killed and the Prophet (saw) himself was injured. See then the heavy price that the entire 
Ummah had to pay because a few Muslims lacked Taqwa and Sabr. So in the aftermath of the 
battle of Uhud Allah (swt) tested the Muslims with defeat just as He (swt) had tested them with 
victory at Badr. All of it was part of a test from Allah (swt). But do the Muslims really need the 
angels? Was it really the angels who gave the Muslims victory? In this ayah Allah (swt) tells us 
what is the true nature of the angels that He (swt) sent down. 

Allah (swt) says "And Allah did not make it except as a good news for you, and 
to set your hearts at rest with it". Here Allah (swt) tells us why He (swt) sent down the 
angels. It was only done to give good news to the believers and to set their hearts at ease. We 
spoke in the previous ayah about how distraught the Muslims were when they had learned that 
more than a third of their army had defected. They saw that they were not outnumbered more 
than three to one. This must have been disheartening for them and it must have made them lose 
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their willpower to fight. That was why Allah (swt) gave the Muslims the good news of the angels. 
It was so that their hearts may be at rest. They would know that the angels would be fighting 
side by side with them and this would give them courage and reassurance from Allah (swt) to go 
forth into battle. So the only reason why Allah (swt) told the Muslims about the angels was to 
reassure them and let them know that victory was indeed possible despite the overwhelming 
odds against which they had to fight. 

Then Allah (swt) says "and there is no victory except from the Presence of Allah". 

Here Allah (swt) reminds us that the victory does not come because of the angels. It is not the 
angels who bring the victory. It is not even our own efforts that bring the victory. But the victory 
comes only from Allah (swt). The victory comes only from Allah (swt). Notice the beauty of the 
language in this ayah. Allah (swt) tells us that the victory comes from His (swt)'s Presence. The 
victory is with Allah (swt) and He (swt) will send it down for this Ummah when He (swt) pleases. 
The victory is only from Allah (swt) and from nowhere else. So we should never rely on ourselves 
for the victory, just as we should not rely on the angels. Rather we should only rely on our Lord 
and Master. The victory comes only from Him (swt). When He (swt) chooses to give this Ummah 
victory, then at that moment this Ummah will be victorious. 

One lesson that we can take from this part of the ayah is to realize once again that it is 
not because of our own efforts that the victory comes. Rather it is only from Allah (swt) that the 
victory comes. When we bear this fact in mind then the victory will always be near. Some foolish 
people today will say that we are working for is a dream or a fantasy. They say that in "the real 
world" today the Islamic State can never return. They say that there is just too much that needs 
to be done in order for the State to return and all of it is beyond the capacity of any group or 
movement. They say that the odds are so insurmountable that it is not possible for any group to 
surmount them. They say that the enemy is too powerful and that this dawah is too weak. They 
say that even if the State is to return it would be destroyed before it even has a chance to stand 
on its feet. So the victory will never come for this Ummah they say. The fools who think in such a 
way need to be reminded of this ayah. The victory is not in our hands. We are just trying our 
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best as Allah (swt) has commanded us to do. We are not seeking victory or the Islamic State but 
we are only seeking the Pleasure of Allah (swt). When Allah (swt) chooses, it is He (swt) Who will 
bring the victory. Nothing is impossible for Allah (swt). Not even the restoration of the Islamic 
State at the hands of a few sincere youth who work only for His (swt)'s Pleasure. Allah (swt) did 
it once at the time of the Prophet (saw) and He (swt) will do it again when He (swt) decrees that 
the time is right. But although the victory comes from Allah (swt) what is upon us is that we 
make the effort. Allah (swt) will bring the results but He (swt) wants to see us make the effort. 

So we should not worry about how difficult the task ahead of us may seem. We know that we by 
ourselves are not able to accomplish that task. Our task is only to be sincere, and only to try our 
best. It is only our Lord Who will eventually bring victory for this Din. So we should just trust in 
Him (swt) and know that He (swt) will bring the victory when He (swt) pleases. 

Finally Allah (swt) reminds us once again that He (swt) is the "the Mighty, the Wise". 
Allah (swt) is the Mighty in that He (swt) can give victory for the Muslims whenever He (swt) 
wants. There is no power that can overcome Allah (swt) and there is nothing that He (swt) 
cannot do. Allah (swt) is also the Wise in that He (swt) will choose the best time for the victory to 
come. Allah (swt) Knows best when the time is that a sincere group of Muslims are working for 
the dawah following exactly the method outlined in the Sunnah of His (swt)'s Messenger (saw). 
Not only do we need to follow the method of the Prophet (saw) exactly but we also need to have 
Taqwa and Sabr. We have to remember and fear Allah (swt) at all times and we have to preserve 
in our cause without relenting or weakening. Then without a doubt the victory will come. 

Because we are being supported by One who is the Most Mighty and the Most Wise. What power 
is there who can oppose the One Who is Might itself? How can anyone foil the plans of the One 
Who is Wisdom itself? So if we try our best then Allah (swt) will send His (swt)'s Help. When the 
Help of Allah (swt) comes, then the victory will come as well. May Allah (swt) make that time 
sooner rather than later! 
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128. That He may cut off a portion of the ones who do kufr, or abase them, so that 
they return disgraced. 

In the previous ayahs Allah (swt) told us how He (swt) sends down the angels to help 
and support the Muslims. Allah (swt) also reminded us how we needed to have Sabr and Taqwa 
in order for this Divine Help to come from Him (swt). Allah (swt) also told us how the victory 
comes only from Him (swt), and how the angels are sent only as a good news in order that our 
hearts may be at ease. In this ayah Allah (swt) tells us another reason as to why He (swt) sends 
down the angels to help the Muslims. 

Allah (swt) says "That He may cut off a portion of the ones who do kufr, or abase 
them, so that they return disgraced". It is not just that Allah (swt) wants to help the 
believers and those whom He (swt) is pleased with, but it also because He (swt) wants to 
destroy and disgrace those whom He (swt) is displeased with. This is the other reason as to why 
Allah (swt) would send down the angels. Just as Allah (swt) helps and supports those whom He 
(swt) is pleased with, He (swt) also brings destruction and ruin to those whom He (swt) is 
displeased with. 

This is exactly what Allah (swt) did at the battle of Badr. He (swt) cut off and killed 
seventy of the most prominent leaders of Quraysh, including the tyrants Abu Jahl and Utbah bin 
Rabiah. They were the enemies of this Message that Allah (swt) had sent as a Mercy and 
Guidance to mankind and so they got their due punishment. They got their due punishment in 
this life being suffering a painful and humiliating death at the hands of the Muslims, and of a 
surety they will get their due punishment in the Hereafter when they return to Allah (swt). In 
addition to causing many of the Quraysh to do die at Badr, Allah (swt) also abased many of them 
by making them be taken as prisoners of war by the Muslims. The only thing more humiliating for 
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the noble clansman of Quraysh than being defeated by the Muslims is being taken prisoner by 
them. In this case they were even denied the honor of fighting to the death for their tribe, and 
they were made into the slaves of the Muslims. Thus they were humiliated and abased. So we 
see here how Allah (swt) cut off and abased those whom He (swt) was displeased with. Such 
was a punishment for them in the life of this world before their punishment in the Hereafter. May 
Allah (swt) save us from such a punishment and such humiliation! 

The result of both the killing and the abasement from being taken as slaves is that the 
army of Quraysh returned in disgrace after Badr. They went back to Makkah in a state of 
complete loss. How much of a humiliation was it for these enemies of Allah (swt) to return to 
their people after the battle of Badr? How much of a disgrace was it for their entire tribe? They 
were supposed to be the most powerful and the most noble of all the Arab tribes. Now they had 
been defeated by the very people whom they had driven out. Imagine just the shame of this. 

This was their punishment in the life of this world for opposing the Message of Allah (swt). 

So we see from this part of the ayah that yet another reason as to why Allah (swt) would 
send down the angels is so as to cut off and humiliate those whom He (swt) is displeased with. 
This is exactly what Allah (swt) did to the powerful and noble tribe of Quraysh at the battle of 
Badr. Many of them were killed, many of them were taken as slaves and abased and the whole 
tribe suffered disgrace and humiliation. However Allah (swt) did not do the same at the battle of 
Uhud because the Muslims did not have Taqwa and Sabr. Recall that a condition for the Help of 
Allah (swt) to come is that we must have Taqwa and Sabr. Because the Muslims failed to have 
this, the Help of Allah (swt) never came and the enemies of this Message were not cut off and 
humiliated at Uhud like they had been at Badr. 

So one lesson that we can take from this ayah is to see that the enemies of this Message 
have the Wrath of Allah (swt) on them. Allah (swt) desires that they be cut off and humiliated 
because of their opposition to His (swt)'s Message. This is true for all of the enemies of this 
Message at any place and time. Then this should reassure us to know that we are striving against 
a people who have the Wrath of Allah (swt) on them. What hope do any people have when they 
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have earned the Wrath of the Real and the True? They will know nothing but pain, humiliation 
and defeat. So we should not fear them because they have no chance whatsoever for success. 
Rather we should only strive to the best of our ability in the path that Allah (swt) has laid for us 
and we should leave Him (swt) to deal with those who have earned His (swt) Wrath. May Allah 
(swt) save us from His (swt)'s Wrath! May Allah (swt) crush the enemies of this Message! 
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129. It is of no concern to you whatsoever if He should turn towards them or if He 
punish them, for surely they are Dhalimoon. 

As we know the battle of Uhud did not turn out like the battle of Badr. In the battle of 
Uhud, the Muslims were made to suffer heavy losses at the hands of the Quraysh. Although the 
Quraysh were never able to capture Madinah, the Muslim Ummah still paid a heavy price in this 
battle because of all of the good Muslims that she lost. The martyrs included Hamza (ra) and 
Musab ibn Umayr (ra), both of these men played key roles in the establishment of the Islamic 
State in Madinah. Although the Muslims knew that these great men were now with Allah (swt), 
the dawah still paid a heavy price by the loss of these men. So because of the weakness and the 
heedlessness of a few Muslims, the Ummah had lost these great men. What is even worse is that 
the Prophet (saw) himself was injured. What could cause a true Muslim more pain than to see 
the Prophet (saw) injured? His (saw)'s blessed teeth were broken, and his (saw)'s blessed blood 
was pouring forth from his (saw)'s blessed face. All of the Muslims were pained to see the 
Prophet (saw) in this condition. Can you even begin to imagine their pain when he (saw) was the 
one whom they loved more than any other human? May Allah (swt) raise the Prophet (saw) to 
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the highest station in the Paradise of Bliss for the sacrifices that he (saw) made for this Ummah! 
Now when the Prophet (saw) saw all that the Quraysh had done to him (saw) and all that they 
had done to the Muslims in Uhud, he (saw) spoke some words against them. He (saw) was angry 
and so he (saw) spoke these words against them. It was in response to these words that Allah 
(swt) revealed this ayah. 

Allah (swt) says, "It is of no concern to you whatsoever if He should turn 
towards them or if He punish them". When the Prophet (saw) was greatly injured by the 
Quraysh, he (saw) asked to himself (saw), "How can a people prosper when they injure their 
prophet who is calling them to Allah?". All that the Prophet (saw) did was ask this question to 
himself (saw). He (saw) spoke these words about the enemies of this Message. The ones who 
had killed the members of this Ummah and the ones who had caused great injury to him (saw). 
The ones who had turned away from this Message that their Creator and Sustainer had sent to 
them. These people deserved the worst of curses for their evil. These people deserved pain 
beyond imagine for what they had done. They certainly deserved much worse than what the 
Prophet (saw) spoke about them. So there was nothing wrong with the question that the 
Prophet (saw) had asked himself. He (saw) had been calling these people to Allah (swt) for 
years. He (saw) had been calling these people to their salvation for years. The Prophet (saw) had 
done nothing but good for them and they had repaid him (saw) with nothing but evil. So there 
was nothing wrong with this question that the Prophet (saw) had asked concerning them. These 
were the worst of human beings and they deserved nothing less than this. But even to this 
question, Allah (swt) responds to what the Prophet (saw) had asked. Allah (swt) tells him (saw) 
that it is not his (saw)'s concern as to whether Allah (swt) punishes them or forgives them. As 
Allah (swt) tells us in this ayah He (swt) could turn to them in Mercy and forgive them their sins 
or He (swt) could punish them for all of the evil that they had done. This was not the concern of 
the Prophet (saw) at all. The decision belonged only to Allah (swt), neither the Prophet (saw) nor 
anyone else had any say in the matter. 
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Even though the Prophet (saw) was not at fault for speaking these words we can still see 
the Wisdom of Allah (swt) in revealing this ayah to him (saw). This is because many who 
participated on the side of Quraysh during the battle of Uhud would later go on to become 
Muslims. Not only would they go on to become Muslims but they would go on to become the best 
of Muslims. For example just look at Khalid ibn al-Whalid (ra). Fie was the son of one the worst 
enemies of the Prophet (saw). Fie was the one who lead the Quraysh army to attack the Muslims 
from the rear when the archers deserted their posts. So in many ways he was more responsible 
than anyone else for all of the casualties that the Muslims suffered at Uhud. But only four short 
years after Uhud, Khalid (ra) accepted Islam in front of all Quraysh and declared in front of all of 
them how he (ra) affirmed that the Prophet (saw) was the Messenger of Allah (swt). Fie (ra) 
would then go on to become the greatest warrior in Islam, so much so that the Prophet (saw) 
called him (ra) "the sword of Allah". Thus there were people who fought against the Muslims at 
Uhud who would later become the best of Muslims themselves. So it would not have been right 
for the Prophet (saw) to have condemned these people in any way. Of course it was not the fault 
of the Prophet (saw) to speak these words about the Quraysh because at that time he (saw) did 
not know their fate. But Allah (swt) Knew their fate and that is why Fie (swt) here tells the 
Prophet (saw) that it is not his (saw)'s concern as to whether Fie (swt) should forgive them or Fie 
(swt) should punish them. The judgment on the souls of the slaves should rest with Allah (swt) 
Alone. 

Then Allah (swt) says "for surely they are Dhalimoon". These people were criminals, 
there was no doubt about it. They had rejected the Message of Allah (swt) when they were 
certain that it was the Truth. Furthermore they had opposed and tried to destroy the Message of 
Allah (swt). They killed the sincere servants of Allah (swt). They injured and caused pain to the 
Messenger of Allah (swt). So in the Sight of Allah (swt), these people were criminals without a 
doubt. They had committed the worst of injustice and the greatest of evil. That is why Allah (swt) 
says "surely they are Dhalimoon". But the decision as to whether to forgive them or to punish 
them lies with Allah (swt) Alone. The judgment is only for Allah (swt). No one, not even the 
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Prophet (saw), can pass judgment on these people. They are criminals but Allah (swt) is the One 
Who will decide which of them will be punished and which of them will be forgiven. 

The lesson that we can take from this ayah is to realize that it is not right for us to pass 
judgment on anyone. None of us today are prophets. None of us today are receiving revelation 
from Allah (swt) telling us who is going to the Garden and who is going to Fire. So we should 
leave the judgment of people to Allah (swt) Alone. If the Prophet (saw) himself was reprimanded 
by Allah (swt) only for asking the question "How can a people prosper when they injure their 
prophet who is calling them to Allah?", then who are we to say that so and so is going to Fire? 
Who are we to curse or damn anyone? We should always remember that our purpose in the life 
of this world is only to worship and serve Allah (swt). That is the reason why we exist. We have 
not been placed on this earth to say that so and so person is going to the Fire. We have not been 
placed on this earth pass judgments on others. That is only for Allah (swt). So we should focus 
on our role in the life of this world. The only ones whom we should judge are ourselves. Are we 
really striving to the best of our ability to worship and serve Allah (swt)? Are we doing the best 
that we can for this dawah? These are the questions that we should be asking ourselves instead 
of focusing on the faults of others and instead of condemning others. We should judge ourselves 
and we should correct ourselves where we see shortcomings. Then, Insha Allah, we will return to 
Allah (swt) and He (swt) will pass a judgment on us that we would be pleased with. As for others 
we should leave their case to Allah (swt) for it is He (swt) Who has taken upon Himself (swt) the 
task to judge them. How then can we take the role that belongs to Him (swt)? 
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130. And to Allah belongs all that is in the heavens and all that is in earth. He forgives 
whom He pleases and He punishes whom He pleases, and Allah is Forgiving, Merciful. 

In the previous ayah we saw how Allah (swt) reprimanded the Prophet (saw) for asking 
"How can a people prosper when they injure their prophet who is calling them to Allah?". The 
Prophet (saw) only asked this question when the Quraysh caused him (saw) and his (saw)'s 
followers great harm. This was by no means a sin on the part of the Prophet (saw) to ask this 
question, but Allah (swt) still reprimanded him (saw) for it. The reason why Allah (swt) was harsh 
on His (swt)'s beloved (saw) was to remind us that judgment on the people belonged to Him 
(swt) Alone. Only Allah (swt) can judge who is going to the Garden and who is going to the Fire. 
This fact is so important that we always need to bear it in mind as well. Shaitan will always come 
to us and tell us to pass judgments on others. This is one of the ways through which he tries to 
tell us that we are better than others. When he does this then he can make us lazy in our 
worship and servitude of Allah (swt). You pass judgments on others and you see yourself as 
better than others, then you allow yourself to become lazy in your servitude of your Master. May 
Allah (swt) save us from that! So Allah (swt) taught us in the previous ayah how we must always 
focus on worshipping and serving Him (swt) and how we should leave the judgment of people to 
Him (swt). In this ayah Allah (swt) tells us why it is that only He (swt) should have this right to 
pass judgment on the people. 

Allah (swt) says "And to Allah belongs all that is in the heavens and all that is in 
earth". Every single thing in the heavens and the earth belongs to Allah (swt). Every single thing 
is the complete property of Allah (swt). He (swt) can do with every single thing whatsoever He 
(swt) pleases. This is the Divine Right that belongs to Allah (swt) since He (swt) is the Creator 
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and Sustainer of all things. So just as all the plants, animals, and inanimate objects belong to 
Allah (swt), so too does every single human being. We all belong to Allah (swt). This is the 
reason why only He (swt) should be the One to judge us. We are all His (swt)'s property 
completely and so only He (swt) can determine our fate. 

Allah (swt) then says "He forgives whom He pleases and He punishes whom He 
pleases". Since we are all the complete property of Allah (swt), it is totally up to His (swt)'s 
discretion as to who is forgiven and who is punished. Allah (swt) can forgive whomsoever He 
(swt) pleases and He (swt) can punish whomsoever He (swt) pleases. Allah (swt) can do 
whatsoever He (swt) wants to. No other being has this ability except Allah (swt). No other being 
has this right except Allah (swt). Whatever He (swt) wills is what will be. 

So the lesson that we can take from this part of the ayah is that we should not be trying 
to please anyone except Allah (swt). As long as Allah (swt) is pleased with us, then that should 
be all that matters. So in whatever we do we should seek only the Pleasure of Allah (swt). That 
should be the only purpose behind each and every one of our actions. We know that the only 
ones who will be forgiven are those whom Allah (swt) pleases to be forgiven and the only ones 
who will be punished are those whom Allah (swt) pleases to be punished. So when we strive with 
every action to only please Allah (swt), then Insha Allah, we all can have a great hope that we 
will be among the forgiven. May Allah (swt) make it so! 

Finally Allah (swt) reminds us once again that "Allah is Forgiving, Merciful". The 
Quraysh who fought against the Muslims at the battle of Uhud deserved the worst of 
punishment. Imagine for a moment if a king sends a messenger to his people. The people whom 
he feeds, clothes and provides everything for. Then not only do these people choose not to listen 
to this message but they even try to kill the messenger and those who did listen to the message. 
Imagine then how furious the king would be with such a people. Would any human king forgive 
such a people? But Allah (swt) is nothing like a human king. Allah (swt) is the Forgiving. 

Forgiving is part of whom Allah (swt) IS. It is part of His (swt)'s Divine Nature. Allah (swt) is also 
the Merciful. Mercy is Who Allah (swt) IS. So if there was anyone who could forgive and have 
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mercy on these Quraysh who opposed the Prophet (saw), it is Allah (swt). Indeed Allah (swt) did 
Forgive and have Mercy upon many of them and then Allah (swt) even guided them to accepting 
the Message. Even after the great evil that they had done in rejecting this Message from their 
Creator, and trying to kill the Messenger, and persecuting the believers in this Message, even 
after all of this Allah (swt) still forgave them and Fie (swt) had Mercy of them. Even the Prophet 
(saw) who was the most loving and the most compassionate of all human beings became angry 
at them after they had injured him (saw) so much and after they had slaughtered so many of his 
(saw)'s blessed companions. This is how evil these people were. Now just think that if Allah (swt) 
could forgive them even after this much evil then what kind of a Being here? What kind of a 
forgiveness is this? What kind of a mercy is this? Are there even words to describe it? This is your 
Rabb. So Perfect and Majestic is Fie (swt)! Flow then can you turn away from Him (swt)? 

We should also remember this Forgiveness and Mercy of our Rabb when we remember 
the sins that we have done in the past. If Allah (swt) can Forgive and have Mercy on these 
people who opposed His (swt)'s Messenger in such a way, then do you not think that Fie (swt) 
cannot Forgive and have Mercy on you? So no matter what evil you have done, always turn back 
to the Forgiving and the Merciful. As Allah (swt) reminds us in this ayah, Fie (swt) is the Forgiving 
and the Merciful. This means that there is no sin that Fie (swt) cannot forgive and this means 
that Fie (swt) will always have Mercy on you. As long as you turn to Him (swt) in sincere 
repentance then Fie (swt) will always forgive you and Fie (swt) will always have Mercy on you. 
May Allah (swt) make us among those who taste His (swt)'s Forgiveness and Mercy! 
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131. O you who believe, do not eat riba, doubled and redoubled, and have Taqwa of 
Allah so that you may be successful. 

This is a beautiful ayah and it truly is one of the miracles of the Quran. In all of the 
previous ayahs Allah (swt) was telling us about the battle of Uhud. Then suddenly right in the 
middle of the ayahs commenting on the battle, Allah (swt) then places this ayah which at first 
glance seems to have nothing to do with the battle. So for the person who is not familiar with the 
Quran this ayah may seem out of place. You would think that at one moment Allah (swt) is 
speaking about the battle and then He (swt) is speaking about interest and usury. So what is the 
connection between these two? But for the one who knows the style of the Quran, who knows 
the Message of the Quran, and who knows the Arabic language well, this ayah seems perfectly in 
place. As Sayyid Qutb tells us in his tafsir of this ayah this ayah has everything to do with the 
battle. This is because one of the goals for which the Prophet (saw) and the Sahabah were 
fighting for was a State that was free of all forms of riba. This is why the ayah is perfectly in 
place. It reminds the Prophet (saw) and the Sahabah what they are fighting for. Allah (swt) tells 
the believers not to take riba and He (swt) tells them how evil riba is. Thus He (swt) tells them 
that they need to strive until riba is no more. This is what the Prophet (saw) and the Sahabah 
were fighting for. An Islamic State where all forms of interest and usury are no more. How evil 
are we then that we would set up governments and economic systems that permit what the 
Prophet (saw) and the Sahabah gave their blood to destroy? What are you going to say when 
you return to Allah (swt) if you lived contently in such a world? 

Allah (swt) says in this ayah "O you who believe, do not eat riba". Allah (swt) is 
calling out to the believers. Allah (swt) is calling out to you and me. So hearken now to the call of 
your Lord and Master. Allah (swt) tells us in this ayah not to eat riba. Riba as we know is all 
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forms of interest and usury. There are so many different types of riba that it is simply too many 
for us to go through here. But for simplicity you can say that any time you loan something to 
someone, if you ever take back anything more than you loaned then that is riba. Even if you 
loaned a hundred thousand dollars for ten years and then you asked for only one penny more 
than that hundred thousand, then that one penny is riba. So we have a specific command not to 
take any form of riba. We should not take riba, we should not give riba, and we should not setup 
any economic systems that permit riba in any way. 

Allah (swt) demands fairness in everything. When you give something you must get 
something and when you get something you must give something. So if you give some money 
then you must get an apple or a book with it. You must get some good or some service in 
exchange for your money. This is a fair exchange. But this is not the case with riba. With riba 
money is eaten up and nothing is gotten for it. The blood and the sweat of people are eaten up 
and nothing is gotten for it. You are just giving up money for nothing. They call it "the time value 
of money" but in reality it is nothing. How can you be certain that in the time for which you were 
holding that money you could have made so more money with it? Perhaps in the time that you 
were holding that money you could have lost all of it. So there is no such thing as "the time value 
of money". This is just an excuse that the fools use to justify this awful sin. Riba drains the entire 
society of all its resources. The hard work and efforts of the people are just eaten up in one 
interest payment after another and the society as a whole has nothing to show for it. Thus it is 
not only the individuals who deal in riba who are harmed by it but it is the entire society that 
allows such a corrupt practice to take place. May Allah (swt) allow the Islamic State to return so 
that all of the earth is purified of this filthy practice! 

Then Allah (swt) says, "doubled and redoubled". This describes the nature of the 
interest. The nature of interest is that it is always doubled and redoubled. Now some people have 
said from this ayah that it is only compound interest that Allah (swt) has forbidden. They say that 
it is only the interest that is doubled and redoubled that is forbidden. These are ignorant people 
who only look at only one ayah and do not pay attention to the rest of the ayahs in the Quran 
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and they do not pay attention to the hadith of the Prophet (saw). They do not want to see all of 
the text where all forms of riba have been categorically forbidden. They ignore all of those texts 
and focus only on this ayah. Such a thinking is wrong because there are many clear ayahs and 
ahadith where Allah (swt) has clearly forbidden all forms of riba. 

Furthermore even this ayah forbids simple interest as well as compound interest. The 
truth is that all forms of interest, even simple interest, will eventually be compounded. Every 
form of interest will eventually be doubled and redoubled. When a certain amount of money is 
lent on interest then that amount will again be lent on interest, and then it will again be lent on 
interest. So the riba from one loan will be multiplied again and again. Thus Allah (swt) accurately 
describes for us the evil nature of riba in this part of the ayah, how it doubles again and again. 
How it multiplies and spreads through the society like a plague, bringing loss and suffering for 
everyone. As an example just look at how many millions of dollars that people in the West lose 
only in the interest payments on their loans? How many of them are in severe debt? How many 
of them have to work longs hours and be away from their families only to pay back the 
exuberant amount of interest on their loans? How many lives are ruined? How much misery is 
wrought? All of this because man has chosen to turn away from this clear command from his 
Lord and Master. All of this because man has chosen to live for himself instead of for his Creator. 

Mawdudi tells us in his tafsir of this ayah of another reason as to why Allah (swt) placed 
this ayah prohibiting riba in the middle of ayahs that speak of the battle of Uhud. What was the 
reason why the Muslims lost the battle of Uhud? Yes it was their lack of Sabr and Taqwa. But 
what caused them to lose their Taqwa and Sabr. Was it anything but their love for the material 
things of this world? The archers saw the spoils of war and they just had to go for it. They forgot 
Allah (swt) and they forgot the command of the Prophet (saw). Is this not the same with riba? 
What makes us deal in riba except our greed for the things of this world? We are so greedy for 
wealth and money. We do not want to give our money to others without us getting something 
out of it. We forget that we are only in this world for a test. We forget that we are only in this 
world to worship and serve Allah (swt). We have become so blinded because of our lusts for the 
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things of this world that we are willing to disobey a direct order of Allah (swt). Just like those 
archers were blinded on the day of Uhud. So in this ayah Allah (swt) reminds us of the evils of 
riba and He (swt) links it with the greed that men have for the life of this world. Now if we want 
to worship and serve Allah (swt) then we must fight this greed. If we do not, if we do not make 
the effort to keep away from Riba and to rid our societies of Riba. Then we would be just like 
those archers who abandoned the Prophet (saw) on the day of Uhud. Forgetting Allah (swt) only 
for the material things of this world. May Allah (swt) save us from that! May Allah (swt) remind 
us that nothing matters except worshipping and serving Him (swt)! 

Allah (swt) then says "and have Taqwa of Allah so that you may be successful". 
What is the only way in which we can save ourselves from the greed for this world? What is the 
only thing that can save us from ourselves? This world is so appealing and we ourselves want 
more of it. What is the only thing that can turn us away from it? It is only the remembrance of 
Allah (swt). Only when we remember Allah (swt) do we forget this world. Only when we 
remember Allah (swt) can we stop thinking about trying to get more and more of this world. 

Allah (swt) is the Only One Who is so Majestic and so Glorious that our thoughts of Him (swt) will 
make us forget everything else. So in this part of the ayah not only has Allah (swt) told us about 
a deed that is most pleasing to Him (swt) but He (swt) has also told us about the way in which 
we can save ourselves from our greed of this world. By having Taqwa of Him (swt), by being 
conscious of Him (swt), by remembering that He (swt) Sees and Hears what we are doing right 
at this moment, by remembering that we are one day soon going to return to Him (swt). This is 
the only way in which we can save ourselves from our greed of this world. When we have Taqwa 
of Allah (swt) in such a way then Insha Allah we will forget about the things of this world. How 
can the things of this world compare to the Majestic and the True? 

Not only is having Taqwa of Allah (swt) pleasing to Him (swt) and not only will it save us 
from being consumed by the greed for this world, but as Allah (swt) tells us in this ayah having 
Taqwa of Him (swt) will also make us among the successful. As we know success here does not 
mean success in the life of this world but it means success in the Hereafter and that is the true 
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success. How can there be any success in the life of this world when this whole world is doomed 
to destruction? Even the kafir will agree that he has to leave this world so how can he have any 
real success in it? Rather the real success is attaining the Pleasure of Allah (swt). The real 
success is knowing that you have pleased the Majestic and the Glorious. It is knowing that so 
Magnificent a Being is pleased with you. It is knowing that you have fulfilled the purpose for 
which you were created. It is knowing that you will never feel pain, sorrow and fear again but 
rather you will only feel pleasure, happiness and peace. That is the real success. What is there in 
the life of this world that can compare to that? Can even the wealthiest of people in the life of 
this world be said to even come close to that kind of success. So the lesson that we take from 
this part of the ayah is to see that money and material things do not bring success like many 
people in this world believe, but rather success only comes by gaining the Pleasure of Allah (swt) 
and entering His (swt)'s Garden. That is the true success. The only way to attain this success is 
by having Taqwa. It is not hard if you think about it. All that you have to do is keep remembering 
Allah (swt) and keep remembering the fact that He (swt) Sees you at this moment. Be certain of 
this fact. When you do this then you will feel within you the urge to try and please Allah (swt). 
That is Taqwa and it is easy for us all to have if only we sincerely try. 
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132. And have Taqwa of the Fire that has been prepared for those who do kufr. 

In the previous ayah Allah (swt) called out to all the believers and He (swt) told us not to 
eat riba. The lesson that we took from this is to see how all forms of interest and usury are 
strictly prohibited. There are no exceptions to this rule whatsoever. Allah (swt) also described for 
us the nature of riba and how it is doubled again and again. It thus spreads like a plague through 
the society bringing misery and suffering for everyone. The cause for people taking riba is greed 
for this world. Greed for the material things of this world is part of the nature of the human 
being. The only way in which we can save ourselves from it is by having Taqwa of Allah (swt). If 
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we have Taqwa of Allah (swt), not only will we then be saved from our greed and saved from 
this society filled with riba, but we will also be among the successful. Not just any success but 
the true success as we have described in the previous ayah. But what should happen to us if we 
fail this Taqwa of Allah (swt)? Then there is something else for us to fear. 

Allah (swt) says "And have Taqwa of the Fire that has been prepared for those 
who do kufr". This ayah contains a threat of the Fire and it is not addressed to the disbelievers, 
but rather it is addressed to the believers. Allah (swt) told us not to take riba, then Fie (swt) told 
us to have Taqwa of Him (swt), and now Fie (swt) tells us to have Taqwa of the Fire. Do you 
then see the connection between eating riba and the Fire? If you continue to eat riba, even after 
you know how displeasing it is to Allah (swt), then you should have fear of the Fire. We know 
that there are some sins that are so great that even a believer could go to the Fire if he indulges 
in them. We see from this ayah that taking interest is definitely one of those sins. It is one of the 
major sins in our Din. May Allah (swt) save us! 

You might still doubt what we say. You might look at this ayah and say that Allah (swt) is 
only threatening those who disbelieve with the Fire. But recall how we said that there are two 
forms of kufr. One form of kufr is to cover the Truth of this Message and refuse to believe in it 
even after you are certain that it is the Truth. That is what the disbelievers have done. But 
another form of kufr is to cover all of the favors and blessing of Allah (swt) upon you. Everything 
that you have is from Allah (swt). Your family, your wealth, your body, your health and most 
importantly your Iman. Flow then can you be ungrateful to Him (swt) for all of this by taking riba 
when Fie (swt) has specifically told you not to? Even believers can be guilty of this kind of kufr. 
Those who take interest show this form of kufr to Allah (swt) in the worst possible way. They 
disobey a command that Allah (swt) has given in several places in His (swt)'s Book and in the 
Sunnah of His (swt)'s Messenger. In so many places Allah (swt) has told us how displeased Fie 
(swt) is with those who eat riba and these people still persist in it. They persist in it and they 
claim that they are believers. They are guilty of the worst form of this kind of kufr by such an 
action. It is for these that the Fire has been prepared. Now of course we know that if someone 
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has even a drop of Iman in their hearts then they will not be in the Fire forever. So even the 
believers who commit this terrible sin, and who are not forgiven by Allah (swt), will only go the 
Fire for a certain period of time. But can you imagine being in the Fire for even a moment. Is all 
the wealth in this world worth even a moment in the Fire? May Allah (swt) save us! 



133. And obey Allah and obey the Messenger so that you may be shown mercy. 

This is an extremely short ayah but it is so comprehensive and deep in meaning. In this 
short ayah Allah (swt) has summarized for us the entire Din of Islam. Islam is nothing but this 
ayah. If you want to know what it means to be a Muslim then you only have to look at this ayah. 
This Message is first a call to all mankind to believe in Allah (swt) and then to believe in all that 
Fie (swt) says in this Message. After our belief come our actions. This Din is our actions. All the 
actions that have been required of us have been summarized in this one ayah. 

In this ayah Allah (swt) says "And obey Allah and obey the Messenger so that you 
may be shown mercy". Our life is nothing but obedience to Allah (swt), it is nothing but 
servitude to Allah (swt). This is what we were created to do. This is a fact that every human 
being should know more than he knows his own name. Even though everyone should be aware 
of this fact, Allah (swt) in His (swt)'s Mercy still reminds us of this fact in this ayah. Obedience to 
Allah (swt) is achieved by doing what Fie (swt) commanded in the Quran and also by doing what 
the Prophet (saw) commanded in the Sunnah. Because as we know the Prophet (saw) does not 
speak from his (saw)'s own mind but rather he (saw) only speaks revelation from Allah (swt). So 
every command from the Prophet (saw) is really a command from Allah (swt). 
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If we are able to obey Allah (swt) and the Prophet (saw) then we will be shown mercy. 
This is mercy both in the life of this world and in the Hereafter. Part of this mercy in the life of 
this world is the peace and tranquility that comes form knowing Allah (swt) and being guided by 
Him (swt). Part of this mercy is being provided with the sustenance of this world, being provided 
with a good family, and being in the company of good people. Part of this mercy is being given 
the Iman in our hearts and the enabling grace to do what is pleasing to Him (swt). But the larger 
part of this mercy is in the Hereafter. This mercy in the Hereafter is being given peace in the 
grave, being given security and safety from the terrors of the Last Day, being given an easy 
reckoning during the Judgment, being kept away from the raging Fire and being admitted into 
the Garden. Finally it is being told by Allah (swt) that He (swt) is pleased with you. Who would 
not want that mercy? All that you have to do to get that Mercy is obey Allah (swt) and obey the 
Prophet (saw). The key to mercy is in obedience. 

So notice here the connection that Allah (swt) makes between obedience to Him (swt) 
and being shown mercy. We should not expect to be shown mercy if we do not obey Him (swt). 
Allah (swt) created us to worship and serve Him (swt). He (swt) sustains us for every moment of 
our lives so that we may fulfill this purpose. What would He (swt) think of us if we were to turn 
away from this duty that we owe to Him (swt)? Would He (swt) be pleased with us? And then if 
He (swt) is not pleased what hope can we have of His (swt)'s mercy? S how can we disobey Him 
(swt) and then keep a false hope in His (swt)'s mercy? What kind of foolishness is that? May 
Allah (swt) save us from that! May Allah (swt) give us all the ability to obey Him (swt) at all 
times! May Allah (swt) always make us remember that we were only created to serve Him (swt)! 
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134. And vie with one another for Forgiveness from your Rabb and for a garden the 
width of it as the width of the heavens and the earth, prepared for those who have 
Taqwa. 

In the previous ayah Allah (swt) reminded as to what was the purpose of our existence. 
He (swt) reminded us how we exist only to worship and serve Him (swt), how we exist only to be 
obey Him (swt). There is no other reason why you were placed on this planet other than to strive 
to obey Allah (swt). But should this be merely a passive obedience? Should this be an obedience 
that only exists when it is convenient for you? Can you obey Allah (swt) in one situation and then 
disobey Him (swt) in another? In this ayah Allah (swt) reminds us as to what kind of obedience 
this must be. 

Allah (swt) says in this ayah "And vie with one another for Forgiveness from your 
Rabb and for a garden the width of it as the width of the heavens and the earth". The 

word sa/ythat Allah (swt) uses here is difficult to translate to English. On the one hand it means 
to hasten or to race but in addition to that it also means to race with others and to vie with 
others. So here Allah (swt) is telling all of the believers that we need to race with each other. 
What are we racing towards? What is the goal of our race? As we see from this ayah there are 
actually two things that we are racing towards and they are both strongly connected with each 
other. The first is Forgiveness from our Rabb. We are racing towards Forgiveness from our Lord 
and Master. What does it mean to race towards Forgiveness from Allah (swt)? Allah (swt) will 
only forgive you if He (swt) is pleased with you, so it is a race to the Pleasure of Allah (swt). How 
do we attain the Pleasure of Allah (swt)? It is by striving to obey Him (swt) and by striving obey 
His (swt)'s Messenger. So first we have to gain knowledge. We have to know that which is 
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pleasing to Allah (swt). For example we have to know that Allah (swt) is pleased with Sabr, and 
that Fie (swt) is pleased with Salah and that Fie (swt) is pleased with us lowering our gaze. After 
we know that which Allah (swt) is pleased with, then we must rush to do that which Fie (swt) is 
pleased with. Once we gain the knowledge then we must act on that knowledge. Only then can 
we have a hope of getting the Forgiveness of Allah (swt). So in this part of the ayah Allah (swt) 
is telling us to race with each other to attain His (swt)'s Forgiveness by doing the actions that are 
pleasing to Him (swt). We should strive with each other in trying to do more and more of the 
actions that are pleasing to Him (swt). May Allah (swt) give us all the enabling grace to attain 
Forgiveness from Him (swt)! Allah (swt) Knows that we are all in desperate need of His (swt)'s 
Forgiveness! 

Once we attain the Forgiveness of Allah (swt), once we attain the Pleasure of Allah (swt), 
then there is something else that we are promised in this ayah. Allah (swt) describes it so 
beautifully for us as "a garden the width of it as the width of the heavens and the 
earth". The weak English language cannot capture the image that the original Arabic gives. 

When you read this ayah in Arabic you can almost picture this garden in your mind. Can you 
even imagine such a place? Of course our imaginations can never attain it. The reality of such a 
place is beyond our imagination. But we can at least try. Imagine the most beautiful garden that 
you have ever seen. Imagine the most beautiful garden on the most perfect day. Now imagine 
that garden to be as large as it could possibly be. As large as you are imagining it to be, know 
that it will be even larger. Allah (swt) describes the Garden in this ayah as being as wide as the 
heavens and the earth. Do you know how wide the heavens and the earth are? The vast expanse 
of this universe in which you find the stars is only part of the lowest heaven. Astronomers have 
not even seen all of this expanse yet, even though they have telescopes that can see for billions 
and billions of light years. This lowest heaven compared to the heaven above it is like comparing 
a ring in desert with the lowest heaven being the ring and the heaven above it being the desert. 
Each heaven compared to the one above it is like comparing a ring to a desert. Now Allah (swt) 
says that the Garden is as wide as the heavens and the earth. All of these heavens combined in 
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size and the earth also, that is how wide this garden is. It is so wide that it is even beyond 
human comprehension and understanding. It is so big that you and me cannot even come close 
to imagining it. Notice also that Allah (swt) says that it is as "wide" as the heavens and the earth. 
This means that the length of it is even greater than it's width. Can you then even begin to 
imagine such a place? May Allah (swt) grant it to us! Only by His (swt)'s Love and Mercy can any 
of us attain it! 

Then Allah (swt) describes this garden as being "prepared for those who have 
Taqwa". This is to emphasize once again that it is only by obedience to Allah (swt) that the 
garden be achieved. Because what is Taqwa except having fear of Allah (swt) and then striving 
to only do that which pleases Him (swt)? So only those believers who are always thinking about 
Allah (swt), only those who are always seeking to please Allah (swt), only those who are terrified 
of displeasing Allah (swt), it is for these that such a Garden has been prepared. Notice also how 
Allah (swt) says that such a Garden has been prepared for those who have Taqwa. This means 
that the Garden has already been created and it is only waiting for us to come to it. Allah (swt) 
has created it and He (swt) has prepared it for those whom He (swt) loves. So why are you 
waiting in doing the deeds that are pleasing to Allah (swt)? Know that there are other Muslims 
who are far ahead of you in this race. Think about the Sahabah. Think about the great Imams 
and the great mujahideen and the Shuhadah. They gave their lives for Allah (swt). Are you 
willing to do the same? Can you even come close? You have to try because Allah (swt) has 
commanded you in this ayah to try. Allah (swt) has not given you the permission to be lazy or 
complacent. So try your best and do not worry about the outcome of your efforts, just worry 
about trying to the very best of your ability. May Allah (swt) give us the ability to be among those 
who race towards Him (swt)! 
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135. The ones who spend in times of ease and in times of hardship, and control their 
anger, and they pardon the people, and Allah loves the ones who have Ihsan. 

In the previous ayah we saw how Allah (swt) commanded us to race for a garden the 
width of it is as wide as all the heavens and the earth. We said how the sheer size of this garden 
is beyond all human imagination. But even though we cannot even begin to imagine such a place 
we do know that it is true without a doubt. This is because Allah (swt) Himself has told us about 
it in His (swt)'s Book. Allah (swt) told us how it has been prepared for those who have Taqwa. 
We mentioned how these are the people who always remember Allah (swt) and who always 
strive to please Him (swt). So the more that you remember Allah (swt) and the more that you 
strive to please Him (swt), then the more is your chance of attaining this garden. In this ayah 
Allah (swt) mentions some specific actions that we can do to demonstrate our servitude to Him 
(swt). These are actions that are loved by Allah (swt). You say that you love Allah (swt), you say 
that you want to please Allah (swt), you say that you are among those who have Taqwa, then 
you must do what Allah (swt) is describing in this ayah. 

Allah (swt) says "The ones who spend in times of ease and in times of hardship". 
The ones who remember Allah (swt) are the ones who are always spending for Him (swt). They 
want to spend everything that they have for Allah (swt). They do not think themselves worthy of 
having what they have, but they would much rather give it to Allah (swt). So they give their 
money to Allah (swt), they give their time to Allah (swt), they give their efforts and their energy 
to Allah (swt). Everything that they have they give to Allah (swt). So much do they think about 
Him (swt) and so much do they love Him (swt). They do not want anything other than to please 
Him (swt) and that is why they give all that they have for Him (swt). They do not care about 
anyone else or anything else except Him (swt). 
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Not only are these dedicated servants of Allah (swt) spending everything that they have 
for Him (swt) but they also spend in times of ease and in times of hardships. So it does not 
matter if it is during a time in which you have a plenty or if it during a time in which you have 
little, you are always spending for Allah (swt). There are times in which you have a lot of money 
and there are times in which you have a little bit of money, there are times in which you have a 
lot of free time and there are times in which you have little free time, there are times in which 
you have a lot of energy and there are times in which you have little energy. It is easy to spend 
when you have a lot, but can you be among those who spend when you only have a little? When 
Shaitan comes and threatens you with poverty and he tells you not to spend your money, and he 
tries to make you lazy and tells you not to work. Can you still spend and strive for Allah (swt) 
during these times? If you are among those who live for Allah (swt) then indeed you can spend 
for Him (swt) at all times. You simply want to give everything that you have for Him (swt), that is 
how much you love Him (swt). May Allah (swt) give us the enabling grace to become like this! 
May Allah (swt) enable us to live our lives only for Him (swt)! 

Then Allah (swt) describes those whom He (swt) loves as the ones who "control their 
anger". When you forget about Allah (swt) that is when you start to live for yourself. When you 
live for yourself then you see yourself as the most important person in the world. Then when 
anything does not go your way, or when something happens that you do not like, then you 
immediately get angry. You are the king of your world so you do not understand why things are 
not happening the way that you want. You want things to happen as you want them to and if 
they do not then you are furious. You especially get angry at others if they do anything to you 
that you do not like, you are always ready to blame others because you see them to be at fault 
and you see yourself as innocent. Even if you just think that they may have done something to 
you that you do not like then you get angry with them. This is the situation of the person who 
has forgotten Allah (swt), they only care for themselves so their hearts are filled with anger when 
anything happens that they do not like. But the one who lives for Allah (swt) is the exact 
opposite of this. 
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The ones who live for Allah (swt) are the ones who have patience with all that happens 
to them. They never get angry for themselves. They know that whatever happened to them only 
happened by the Will and Permission of Allah (swt). Because of this knowledge that they have 
they never get angry at anything that befalls them. Rather they know that any difficulty or 
hardship that they have to go through, even the smallest of trials is indeed a test from their Lord. 
They know that if they can have patience through these tests then they will be greatly rewarded 
by Him (swt). So they bear with patience and resolve any trial or difficulty that befalls them. 

They bear these trials for the sake of Allah (swt). They especially do not get angry with other 
people. They know that all human beings are the slaves of Allah (swt) and that only He (swt) 
Knows which person is better than another. So they are quick to pardon others for whatever 
wrong has been done to them. They know that they should forgive others if they are to hope for 
Allah (swt) to forgive them. So no matter what happens to you, do not worry about your own self 
and your rights, but worry about Allah (swt). When Shaitan tries to make you angry at others, 
instead of thinking about them and instead of thinking about yourself, think about Allah (swt). 
Remember that if Allah (swt) is not displeased with you then nothing else should matter. Even if 
the whole world is angry at you, as long as Allah (swt) is pleased with you then nothing else 
should matter. So do not become angry. For the sake of Allah (swt) have patience, and know 
that He (swt) is pleased with such patience. Remember that Allah (swt) Knows well all that the 
people may do to you and that He (swt) will deal with them in the best way when they return to 
Him (swt). Allah (swt) also Knows well even the smallest of difficulties that you go through and 
He (swt) will reward you with the best of rewards when you return to Him (swt). We know that 
patience is the one deed that is rewarded without measure. So even a moment in which you are 
patient is a moment for which you will be rewarded without measure. May Allah (swt) help us to 
always remember this fact! May Allah (swt) give us this patience! May Allah (swt) make us 
among those who control our anger for Him (swt)! There is nothing in this world that can 
compare to what is with Him (swt). So there is nothing here that is worth making us lose our 
Hereafter with Him (swt). 
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Notice also how Allah (swt) describes the ones whom He (swt) loves as those who 
pardon the people, and not just as those who pardon the Muslims. Our relationship with all 
people is based on our relationship with Allah (swt). Everyone whom we interact with, we 
interact with them for the sake of Allah (swt). Every human being is a soul whom Allah (swt) 
created. We do not know what will be the fate of anyone on the Day of Judgment. Even the 
people whom we may deal with, we do not know what is their fate. Even if they are not Muslims, 
we never know if Allah (swt) may not guide them one day. We never know, they might even be 
given a station higher in Paradise and closer to the Prophet (saw) than us. So we should love and 
respect all human beings for the sake that they are the creation of Allah (swt) just like we are. 
When they do something that seems to displease us, we should pardon them for it. We should 
pardon them because they are our brethren in humanity and we should pardon them because 
Allah (swt) has specifically told us to pardon them in this ayah. So no matter how difficult it is for 
you to pardon the people you should try your best to bring yourself to do it because you know 
that it is an action that is most pleasing to your Master. All that matters in this life is that you try 
your very best. This life is nothing but a constant struggle to come closer to Allah (swt) through 
our actions. May Allah (swt) help us and support us in our struggle! 

The ones who live for Allah (swt) are the ones who truly have Taqwa. But there is 
another quality that they have and that is Ihsan. Allah (swt) ends this ayah by saying "Allah 
loves the ones who have Ihsari'. As the Prophet (saw) has told us, to have Ihsan is to 
worship and serve Allah (swt) as though you see Him (swt). That is how much we must strive to 
remember Allah (swt). We have to strive to be so conscious of Allah (swt) that it is almost like we 
see Him (swt). This is an ideal that very few reach, but it is still a goal that is worth striving for. 
Just imagine how wonderful it would be if you are among those who reach this ideal. Even if you 
do not reach this station, think how wonderful it would be if you are among those who come 
close to it. For you to spend even one more moment of your life remembering Allah (swt) is 
much better than having many moments in heedless of Him (swt). The remembrance of Allah 
(swt) is better for you than you can possibly imagine. 
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Now of course these people do not literally "see" Allah (swt), but rather the meaning of 
this hadith is that these people are always thinking about Allah (swt) and they are always 
conscious of the fact that He (swt) is Witnessing them. They are so conscious and so aware of 
Allah (swt) that it is almost as if they see Him (swt). So they "see" Allah (swt) by always thinking 
about Him (swt) and by remembering that He (swt) Sees them. These are the people who have 
Ihsan. These are the people whom Allah (swt) loves. They are the ones who have turned away 
from the world around them and turned the focus of their attention towards Allah (swt). There is 
so much in the world that is calling their attention, but they turn away from all of this towards 
Allah (swt). 

Now what does it mean to worship and serve Allah (swt) as though you see Him (swt)? 

It means that for every single action that you do, you do it with the certainty that Allah (swt) is 
Witnessing you perform that action. If you know that Allah (swt) is Seeing all of your actions, and 
you know that one Day you will return to Him (swt) and that He (swt) will judge you for those 
actions, would you not want to do those actions in the best and most perfect way possible? We 
are not taking here only about Salah and the acts of worship but rather we are talking about all 
of the actions that you can possibly do. Because you have to remember that every single action 
that you take is a part of your worship and servitude of Allah (swt). So Ihsan is a state where 
you think about Allah (swt) and then you do every single action knowing that Allah (swt) Sees 
you doing that action. When you are aware of this fact then you do that action in the best and 
most perfect way possible. So even if you are doing your job or your schoolwork or you are 
cooking a meal or you are driving a car, whatever you are doing as long as you are doing that 
action to please Allah (swt), then you can strive to have Ihsan in that action. You remember that 
Allah (swt) Sees you do that action and so you strive to do it in the best possible way hoping that 
He (swt) will be pleased with you because of it. This is what Ihsan is, and as we can see from 
this ayah Allah (swt) loves those who have Ihsan. May Allah (swt) make us among those whom 
He (swt) loves! May Allah (swt) make us among those who have Ihsan! 
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136. And the ones who when they do a fakhisha or they do Dhulm to themselves, 
they remember Allah, then they seek forgiveness for their sins, and who forgives sins 
except Allah, and they do not persist in what they do when they know. 

In the previous ayah Allah (swt) told us about the ones who are close to Him (swt). The 
ones who have Ihsan. These are the ones who are always thinking about Him (swt) and thinking 
about how to please Him (swt). These are the ones whom Allah (swt) is pleased with. So these 
are the ones whom we must try to be like. If you want to please Allah (swt) then you have to try 
to be like those whom Allah (swt) is describing in these ayahs. In these ayahs Allah (swt) 
continues to describe such people whom He (swt) is pleased with. So in this ayah as well we 
have a model which we can strive to emulate should we seek to please Him (swt). 

Allah (swt) says about them "And the ones who when they do a fakhisha or they 
do Dhulm to themselves, they remember Allah". Fakhisha here means any indecent action 
though mostly it relates to the indecent sexual actions. So anything from actually committing 
adultery to even speaking or looking at a woman in an inappropriate way would be counted as 
Fakhisha. We know that Allah (swt) is most displeased with any kind of interaction between 
men and women that His (swt)'s Law does not permit. So if you want to please Allah (swt) then 
the only women whom you should even look at and even speak to is your wife and your close 
family relations like your mother and sister. Other than that you should always be lowering your 
gaze and preventing yourself from even speaking to them. Any kind of gaze made with lust or 
any word spoken with desire is Fakhisha, and of course so is anything that is more than this. A 
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conversation may begin as something innocent and then Shaitan can change the intentions of the 
parties in it. So we should always try to save ourselves from Fakhisha by limiting our 
interactions with members of the opposite sex. It is understandable that this is difficult for some 
of us given the corrupt societies in which we live. Societies that permit men and women to mix 
freely. But you can still try, and remember that the more that you strive to please Allah (swt), 
then Insha Allah the more pleased that He (swt) will be with you. What is this life except the 
constant struggle to gain the Pleasure of Allah (swt)? 

However we are all human and we are all weak, we are all weak especially when it 
comes to the members of the opposite sex. Allah (swt) has put a huger in us for them that is 
unlike any other. This is especially true for the brothers. We can never get tired of looking at 
women and desiring them. No matter how many women a man sees he only desires more. So 
what must we do when we fall into Fakhishal As Allah (swt) tells us in this ayah we first of all 
have to remember Him (swt). The first thing that we have to do when we commit any kind of 
indecency is that we have to remember Allah (swt). We have to remember how by committing 
that foul act we have failed our Rabb. Allah (swt) created us for the noble purpose of 
worshipping and serving Him (swt) and we have failed in that purpose. We have allowed our 
lusts to distract us from Him (swt). We left our guard down and Shaitan came inside our heart. 
This realization should generate within us a feeling of great remorse and sadness. We should 
deeply regret what we have done. Think about it, Allah (swt) had warned you about these 
indecent actions. He (swt) had told you to stay away from them, He (swt) had even specifically 
told you that women would be the greatest of trials that He (swt) will give you, so how then 
could you have allowed yourself to fall into this trap of Shaitan? So the first thing that you must 
do when you commit any indecent action, even just glancing at a woman in an inappropriate 
way, is to remember Allah (swt). Remember how you have failed Him (swt) and let this 
knowledge generate sadness and remorse within you. This pain that you feel should Insha Allah 
help you to prevent yourself from committing this foul action in the future. So the next time that 
Shaitan comes and tempts you with this evil act you will tell him about the pain that you felt the 
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last time you did it. May Allah (swt) help us to always remember Him (swt) when we fail Him 
(swt) and may Allah (swt) never allow us to be pleased with ourselves when we do such evil! 

Notice also how Allah (swt) describes these people who commit Fakhisha as the ones 
who "do Dhuhn to themselves". They are doing oppression and injustice to themselves. They 
are wronging their own souls. Allah (swt) has not given you the permission to harm your own 
soul. Even your soul is the complete property of Allah (swt). He (swt) created it and He (swt) is 
its complete Lord and Master. When you commit these foul and indecent acts, you are in fact 
harming your own soul. You are brining your soul down from the high level to which Allah (swt) 
elevated it. Allah (swt) created this soul to be His (swt)'s representative on this earth. Allah (swt) 
even told the noble angels to prostrate themselves before this soul. Allah (swt) created this soul 
to know Him (swt), and to come closer to Him (swt), and to love Him (swt), and to be loved by 
Him (swt). When you commit these foul and indecent acts you are bringing this noble soul which 
has a station higher than that of the angels to a station that is even lower than the animals. You 
are just like a dog that humps other dogs. Just blindly following desires without using the mind. 

Is this what you want with yourself? Is this how you want to know yourself? Is this how you want 
Allah (swt) to Know you? So you see how you are doing Dhuhn to your own self, to your own 
soul when you commit these lewd acts. 

Furthermore you are also earning the Wrath of Allah (swt) by committing these evil acts. 
When the Wrath of Allah (swt) descends upon a soul then punishment could become due upon it 
as well. Punishment in this life or in the Hereafter. Allah (swt) did not give you the permission to 
cause pain for this soul but you have caused it pain by committing these actions. A few moments 
of pleasure for a long time of pain. If we truly recognized the consequences of committing 
Fakhisha ,then we would never do it. If we truly recognized how it could even bring us an 
eternity of pain, may Allah (swt) save us from that, then we would never do it. But the problem 
is that we are so forgetful. We are always after immediate sensual gratification and we do not 
think about the consequences of what we do. The root cause of all of this is heedlessness of 
Allah (swt). When you forget about Allah (swt), that is when you start thinking about your lusts 
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and desires. So we always have to strive to remember Allah (swt), even after we have found 
ourselves having committed these actions, we still have to remember Him (swt). It is only in the 
remembrance of Allah (swt) that we can save ourselves from the temptations. It is only in the 
remembrance of Allah (swt) that we can save ourselves from the Wrath of Allah (swt). May Allah 
(swt) give us the enabling grace to remember Him (swt) at every moment of our lives! 

So when we commit these foul and indecent actions we must first remember Allah (swt). 
We must feel that great sense of remorse for having failed our Lord and Master, our Creator and 
Sustainer. We must then feel the need to become worthy before Him (swt) once again. We have 
brought ourselves down and made ourselves low. Now we have to climb back up. We have made 
ourselves distant after having been so close to Him (swt), now we have to return to Him (swt). 
There is only one way in which we can do this. As Allah (swt) says in the ayah "then they seek 
forgiveness for their sins". To seek forgiveness from Allah (swt) is the only way in which we 
can save ourselves. The only way in which we can make ourselves worthy before Him (swt) once 
again. So if we ever do commit these foul and indecent acts then we must rush to seek 
Forgiveness from Allah (swt). We should know that for us to seek Forgiveness of Him (swt) is an 
action that is most beloved to Him (swt) and He (swt) loves to grant us Forgiveness. 

Then Allah (swt) asks us a question when He (swt) says "and who forgives sins 
except Allah". Like all questions that Allah (swt) asks the answer to this question is already 
known. But the question is asked to make us ponder and reflect. Is there anyone else who can 
forgive sins except Allah (swt)? No of course not, only Allah (swt) can forgive sins. If Allah (swt) 
forgives us then we are forgiven, it does not matter if all of mankind does not forgive us. 
However if Allah (swt) does not forgive us then we are not forgiven, even if all of mankind does 
forgive us. So all the time we should only be seeking to please Allah (swt) and we should only be 
seeking Forgiveness from Him (swt). How can a human being, even if that human being is a 
priest or a saint or a shakyh, grant you forgiveness? Are they your master or is Allah (swt) your 
Master? Are they your reason for living or is Allah (swt) your reason for living? So who do you 
care about? How can their forgiveness possibly matter to you? Furthermore they do not know 
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your heart. They do not know if you are sincere in seeking forgiveness or not. They do not know 
if you secretly have a desire to repeat the sin that you have committed or not. So they are in no 
position to forgive your sins, rather only Allah (swt) can forgive your sins. Only Allah (swt) Knows 
the sincerity in your heart and the remorse that you feel for the sin that you committed. So seek 
the forgiveness of Allah (swt) again and again. Perchance He (swt) will pardon you and 
perchance He (swt) will be pleased with you. 

Recall in the previous ayah how Allah (swt) had described those whom He (swt) is 
pleased with as the ones who pardon the people. Now we see from this ayah how desperate we 
ourselves are for Allah (swt) to forgive us. The only hope for salvation that we have is in the 
Forgiveness of our Lord. But how can we expect Him (swt) to forgive us when ourselves are not 
willing to forgive others? Allah (swt) is the Forgiving such is His (swt)'s Nature. But can we say 
the same for ourselves? Are we so quick to forgive and pardon others when they wrong us? Is 
the wrong that the people may have done to us greater than the wrong that we have done to 
Him (swt) when we disobeyed Him (swt)? How then can we refuse to forgive? How then can we 
be so arrogant and proud? So the lesson that we can take from this is that we should try our best 
to forgive others if we want Allah (swt) to forgive us. We do great injustice to Allah (swt) when 
we commit these foul and indecent actions, then we seek forgiveness from Him (swt). He (swt) 
then forgives us again and again. This is despite the fact that He (swt) is no way in need of us 
and we are so beneath Him (swt). Can we then also not learn to forgive others? Can we not try 
to imbue and inculcate the sublime attributes of our Rabb within ourselves? So that perchance 
because of that He (swt) will be pleased with us? 

Finally Allah (swt) describes those whom He (swt) is pleased with as those who "do not 
persist in what they do when they know". All of us have committed these foul actions. All of 
us have looked at members of the opposite sex with desire. All of us have spoke more than we 
should have with members of the opposite sex who are not our wives or our relations. Some of 
us may even have committed actions that are worse than this. We have done this and we have 
sought forgiveness of Allah (swt). Once Allah (swt) has granted us His (swt)'s Forgiveness and 
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once we know how wrong we were in committing these actions, and once we see how sorry we 
are for doing these actions, then we cannot return to these actions. We cannot return to what we 
know is wrong and what we know is displeasing to Allah (swt). If we continue to return to what 
we know is wrong, what we know is displeasing to Him (swt), then we are making a mockery of 
our servitude to Him (swt). 

Allah (swt) describes the people whom He (swt) loves as those who benefit from the 
knowledge that they have. They take the lessons from the mistakes that they made. They know 
that these actions are wrong and so they stay away from them because of this knowledge that 
they have. Because of the pain that they know they will feel if they should return to it. So once 
you know that these foul and indecent actions are displeasing to Allah (swt) then you cannot 
commit them. When Shaitan comes to you and prompts you to commit these actions, then 
remember Allah (swt) and remember this knowledge that you have as to how displeasing these 
actions are to Him (swt). Remember the pain and regret that you felt the last time you 
committed this sin. Do not allow Shaitan to make excuses for you to return to sin. Just the 
distance that that sin will create between you and your Rabb should be enough to make you 
terrified of it. It should be enough to make you want to stay as far away as you can from it. 
Knowledge is all that can overpower the lusts and the desires. Insha Allah with your knowledge 
you can fight these strong feelings within you. Insha Allah with your knowledge you can save 
yourself from repeating the mistakes of your past. May Allah (swt) grant us this knowledge! May 
Allah (swt) make us remember this knowledge at the moment that Shaitan and our desires 
prompt us to disobey Him (swt)! May Allah (swt) give us the knowledge that will benefit us! May 
Allah (swt) give us the knowledge that will bring us closer to Him (swt)! 
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137. These are the ones the recompense for whom is Forgiveness from their Rabb 
and a Garden under which rivers flow, to stay therein forever, and excellent is the 
reward of the workers. 

The Quran is a Book of Guidance, and in the previous ayahs Allah (swt) guided us to 
those whom He (swt) is pleased with. If we strive to emulate this example that Allah (swt) has 
given us in these ayahs then we can have a hope that He (swt) will be pleased with us as well. In 
the previous ayahs Allah (swt) has told us what we need to do in order to be among those 
people whom He (swt) is pleased. Once we learn the descriptions of such people then we must 
try our best to be like them. So look at these examples and try to implement them over the 
course of your life. Try to take the lessons and concepts that you learn in the Quran and apply 
them practically to your life. So for example when you see a beautiful woman then lower your 
gaze, try to dress and behave in a way that is pleasing to Allah (swt), when someone does some 
wrong to you then forgive them, and always spend for Allah (swt) from everything that you have, 
spend during times of both ease and hardship. If you ever fall short of this ideal or if you ever fall 
into sin, then always seek forgiveness of Allah (swt). Do not ever get tired of asking forgiveness 
from Allah (swt). Know that He (swt) will never tire of granting you forgiveness as long as you do 
not tire of asking. If you can do all of this then look here at what Allah (swt) tells you that your 
reward will be. 

Allah (swt) says, "These are the ones the recompense of whom is Forgiveness 
from their Rabb and a Garden under which rivers flow". Recall from the previous ayahs 
how Allah (swt) told us to race for a garden the width of it as wide as the heavens and the earth. 
Recall how the only way that any of us could achieve that garden is by first achieving 
Forgiveness from Allah (swt). In this ayah Allah (swt) tells us that He (swt) will indeed grant us 
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Forgiveness and the Garden if only we try to be like the ones whom Fie (swt) is pleased with. The 
payment for being among those whom Allah (swt) is pleased with is Forgiveness and this Garden. 
So if you can be like the kind of people whom Allah (swt) is describing in these ayahs then you 
have a hope as well of being granted Forgiveness from Allah (swt) and being granted this 
Garden. Can anything in the heavens and the earth compare to being granted Forgiveness from 
Allah (swt)? Can anything in this worldly life compare to this Garden? This is a Garden under 
which rivers flow. Rivers of milk, wine and honey. Rivers of the sweetest and purest of drinks 
that has ever touched your tounge. Know then that this Garden can be yours if only you would 
make the effort to try and please Allah (swt). The price that you have to pay for this Garden is 
trying your best to be like those whom Allah (swt) has described in these ayahs. 

Not only will you get Forgiveness from Allah (swt). Not only will you get the Pleasure of 
Allah (swt). Not only will you get a Garden of pure bliss the width of it as the width of the 
heavens and the earth, but you will get even more. Allah (swt) describes further your stay in the 
Garden when Fie (swt) says "to stay therein forever". What could be better than being in such 
a wonderful place other than knowing that you will be in there forever? The only thing better 
than the Garden is being in the Garden forever. Can you even imagine the concept of "forever"? 
Can you imagine living in a place where time does not exist? Can you imagine being in a place 
where you can just be, just be, and not feel the moments pass away? Can you just imagine doing 
what you want for as long as you want and not having to worry about time? This is what Allah 
(swt) is promising you if only you would make the effort to please Him (swt). May Allah (swt) 
give us all the ability to taste forever! May Allah (swt) make us among those whom Fie (swt) is 
pleased with! 

Finally Allah (swt) ends this ayah by saying "and excellent is the reward of the 
workers". This reward of the Forgiveness of Allah (swt) for all of the sins that we have done, 
and the reward of this Garden as wide as the heavens and the earth, and the reward of being 
allowed to exist for all eternity is a reward that does not come cheap. This reward is for the 
workers. The ones who are constantly doing the actions that are pleasing to Allah (swt). So you 
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have to strive to your utmost in order to attain this reward. How can you expect Allah (swt) to 
forgive you all of the sins that you have done and to grant you such a Garden if you do not make 
even the least bit of effort? Rather you have to make the effort, you have to work. As Allah (swt) 
says in this ayah the reward is for the workers. The ones who work to earn His (swt)'s Pleasure. 
The ones who strive with every moment of their lives to earn His (swt)'s Pleasure. It is sheer 
foolishness to believe that you can go the Garden just by being a Muslim and not doing any good 
deeds. When Allah (swt) created you to live your life for Him (swt) how can you then live your 
life for yourself and still expect Him (swt) to take care of you on the Last Day? Not only is Allah 
(swt) your Creator, but for every single moment of your existence Allah (swt) is sustaining you 
and sustaining the universe around you, so how then can you give that moment for other than 
Him (swt)? Now we all know that it is only by the Mercy of Allah (swt) that any of us will go to 
the Garden, we ourselves cannot work hard enough to even deserve one moment in the Garden. 
But even to get the Mercy of Allah (swt), even to get the Love from Allah (swt), we have to at 
least try to please Him (swt). How is the Pleasure of Allah (swt) obtained except by striving and 
struggling to please Him (swt) with every moment of our lives? Without a doubt we will fall short 
and we will make mistakes but we must still try. That is all that there is to this life. This life is 
nothing but trying one's best to find out that action which is most pleasing to Allah (swt), and 
then striving to do that action. This is what it means to be among the workers. May Allah (swt) 
give us the enabling grace to be among the workers! The workers who work with every moment 
of our lives to seek His (swt)'s Pleasure! 
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138. Surely ways have passed before you, so travel in the earth and see what was the 
end of the rejecters. 

After describing for us the ones whom He (swt) is pleased with, in this ayah Allah (swt) 
returns our attention back to the battle of Uhud. After the battle was over many of the Muslims 
could not believe that they had lost. Many of the Muslims could not understand how it is that the 
believers could be killed and how it is that the Prophet (saw) could be injured. We are Muslims, 
how could this happen to us? This was the thinking that was present in the minds of many of the 
believers. In response to this kind of thinking, Allah (swt) teaches this Ummah a very important 
lesson. Allah (swt) teaches us that just because we are Muslims does not mean that we will 
never fail. Allah (swt) teaches us that just because we are Muslims does not mean that we will 
never know defeat. 

Allah (swt) begins this ayah by saying "Surely ways have passed before you". What 
happened to the Muslims at Uhud was that they did not have Taqwa and Sabr as Allah (swt) had 
commanded them to have. How then could they be surprised when the favor and blessing of 
Allah (swt) did not descend upon them? How then could they be surprised that the Help of Allah 
(swt) did not come to them? Allah (swt) even promised them five thousand distinctly marked 
angels to be sent down to assist them if only they would have Taqwa and Sabr. They failed to 
have this, so how then can they expect to have the Help of Allah (swt), how then can expect to 
have victory? This has always been the way of Allah (swt). He (swt) gives victory and defeat to 
whom He (swt) pleases. And He (swt) will only give victory to the Muslims when He (swt) is 
pleased with us. Such is the Way of Allah (swt) today. Such has been the Way of Allah (swt) at 


the time of the Prophet (saw). Such has always been the Way of Allah (swt). This is how it has 
always been, for all the generations who have passed away before us. 
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There is no might nor power except with Allah (swt) and only that which He (swt) Wills 
will happen. So only if Allah (swt) is pleased with a particular people will good things happen to 
them. Thus Muslims need to realize that only when we please Allah (swt) will the good things 
happen to us. Now a question may to come to your mind that has not good things happen to the 
West, is this then not a sign that Allah (swt) is pleased with them. This depends on what you 
mean by "good things", yes they have material wealth and technology. But how are the hearts of 
the people? Are they peaceful and tranquil? Do they have a purpose for their existence? Do they 
know Allah (swt)? How can a people know true happiness if they do not know Allah (swt)? How 
can a people be at peace if Allah (swt) is not in their hearts? Even the people in the West will 
admit that material wealth does not bring happiness, so how can you say that they are in an 
excellent position despite the fact that they are heedless of Allah (swt)? So this rule still holds 
true, Allah (swt) has all the Power and He (swt) will only give good to those whom He (swt) is 
pleased with. We ask Allah (swt) for the good of this world and the good of the Hereafter and to 
be saved from the Fire. The best of good in this world and in the Hereafter is in being close to 
Him (swt). 

This has always been the way of Allah (swt). If we do good and obey Allah (swt), then 
He (swt) rewards us with good. But if we commit sins and disobey Allah (swt), then He (swt) 
punishes us with evil. It is that simple. Thus Allah (swt) tells the Muslims in this ayah that such is 
His (swt)'s way and ways like this have come to the people before them. Those who were good 
were rewarded with good and those who were evil were rewarded with evil. So the Muslims at 
the time of the Prophet (saw) should not in any way be surprised because of what happened at 
Uhud. They disobeyed the specific orders of the Prophet (saw). They even disobeyed the 
command of Allah (swt) when He (swt) told them to have Taqwa and Sabr. That is why they met 
with the defeat that came to them. Such has been the Way of Allah (swt) since time began. So 
when we suffer defeat and when we are oppressed and when we are suffering, we have no one 
to blame but ourselves. The suffering of this Ummah is because of your sins and your 
shortcomings. 
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Should we have any doubt of the fact that good will only happen to us when we are 
obedient to Allah (swt)? Allah (swt) says in the next part of the ayah "so travel in the earth 
and see what was the end of the rejecters". The rejecters are those who reject the 
Message of Allah (swt). The rejecters are those who refuse to submit to this Message even 
though they are certain that it is the Truth. They know that they have to obey Allah (swt) but 
they willfully choose disobedience. They are the ones who failed to earn His (swt)'s Pleasure. Just 
like the archers on the hill did at Uhud. What then was the fate of these people of the past 
because of their refusal to obey their Lord and their Master? That is what Allah (swt) tells us to 
travel in the earth and look at. The pyramids of Firaun are still there, the mountain cities of 
Thamud are still there, but the people are nowhere to be found. They have been completely 
destroyed. Why? Only because they refused to serve and obey Allah (swt) as they were created 
to do. May Allah (swt) save us from their fate! May Allah (swt) make us remember that success 
comes only from obedience to Him (swt)! May Allah (swt) help us to remember that nothing 
matters in life except seeking His (swt)'s Pleasure! 



139. This is a clear declaration for the people, and a guidance, and a lesson for the 
Muttaqoon. 

So the Muslims had suffered this heavy defeat at Uhud. The Prophet (saw) himself was 
injured. Seventy of the companions of the Prophet (saw) were killed. In their whole life as a 
Muslim community the believers had never seen anything like this happen to them before. This 
was the first time when they had tasted such a defeat. But we saw in the previous ayah how 
Allah (swt) told them that this was His (swt)'s way. Allah (swt) only supports and helps those 
whom He (swt) is pleased with and those who obey Him (swt). Because some of the Muslims 
failed to do this, that was why they suffered such a great setback in the battle of Uhud. Now it 
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must have been very disheartening for the Muslims to hear about their loss, to hear about their 
failure. This is why just as Allah (swt) criticizes them for their failure of duty He (swt) also 
encourages them by reminding them of what He (swt) has given them. In this ayah Allah (swt) 
reminds the Muslims of a great gift that He (swt) has given them. He (swt) reminds them as to 
how He (swt) has favored and raised them with this gift that He (swt) has given them. Pay close 
attention to what Allah (swt) says here because this is also a gift that He (swt) has given you. 

Allah (swt) begins this ayah by saying "This is a clear declaration for the people". 
This refers to the Quran. The Quran is the gift. First and foremost the Quran is a clear statement 
to the people. The Quran clearly tells the people as to what is their purpose for existence. The 
Quran comes with clear proofs so that the people may know that it is indeed from Allah (swt). If 
the people would only look to the Quran then they would see that it is indeed from Allah (swt), 
they would be reminded that Allah (swt) is their Creator and Sustainer, their very reason for 
being. They would also know what Allah (swt) wants of them. They would be informed as to 
what would happen to them after they die. They would know the good that awaits them if they 
obey Allah (swt) and the evil that awaits them if they do not. They would know their purpose for 
being on this earth and they would know how to come closer to Allah (swt). They would know 
all that their Creator wants from them. They would know all of this only by looking into the 
Quran. This is because the Quran is a declaration in the clearest of terms for all of the people. 

Then Allah (swt) says "and a guidance". Not only is the Quran a clear declaration for all 
of the people but it is also a guidance. It is a guide to Allah (swt). The destination of every 
human being should be the Pleasure of Allah (swt), the Quran is a guide that shows us all how 
we can reach this destination. In this Quran Allah (swt) tells us what He (swt) is pleased with and 
what He (swt) is displeased with. Allah (swt) gives us role models to follow and role models to 
avoid. All that we have to do is look to the Quran, learn what Allah (swt) tells us in it and 
implement these teachings in our lives. If we do that with the utmost sincerity and we make our 
best efforts, then Insha Allah we can arrive at the Pleasure of Allah (swt) as well. 
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Finally Allah (swt) describes the Quran as "a lesson for the Muttaqoon". The Quran 
has been made clear for all of mankind. But will all of mankind benefit from this Quran? Will all of 
mankind search for the guidance in the Quran? No, because as we learned from the beginning of 
Surah Baqarah only those who have Taqwa can benefit from the Quran. Only those who fear 
Allah (swt) can benefit from the Quran. The human being who cares more about serving his 
desires than serving Allah (swt) will not benefit from this Quran, he will not find the guidance 
that is in it. Only those who fear Allah (swt) and who want to be guided to Him (swt) will be 
guided by this Quran. So although this Quran has been made clear for all of mankind, and 
although it has clear guidance, only those who have Taqwa of Allah (swt) will take the lesson 
from it. Only those who have Taqwa will benefit from it. Allah (swt) has decreed that only those 
who fear Him (swt) can get the guidance from this Quran. May Allah (swt) make us among 
these! 

This Quran then is the gift that Allah (swt) has given the Muslim Ummah. No other nation 
has been blessed with such a gift. They very Speech of the Divine. That is what Allah (swt) 
reminds the Muslims of in this ayah. Allah (swt) lifts the spirits of all the Muslims who had 
suffered such a heavy defeat at Uhud by reminding them of this Quran that Fie (swt) had given 
them. When we as a Muslim Ummah know that we have such a gift with us, then how can we 
ever lose hope when we are faced with defeats and setbacks? We should realize how we 
ourselves are the cause for our defeats and we ourselves are the cause for our suffering. All of 
the evil that happens to us happens to us only because we have failed to obey Allah (swt) as we 
were created to do. But no matter how bad things become, we should always remember that we 
have this Quran. Should we not then hold fast to this Quran and continue striving for Allah (swt)? 
No matter what happens, we should keep going. Because we have this Quran and this is the 
greatest of gifts that Allah (swt) has ever bestowed on mankind. May Allah (swt) make us realize 
this gift that we have! May Allah (swt) make us worthy of it! May Allah (swt) give us the enabling 
grace to live our lives by it and to call mankind to it! 
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140. And do not be weak and do not be sad and you will be victorious if you are truly 
believers. 

The Muslim Ummah today is in a very similar situation to what the Muslim Ummah was 
facing after the battle of Uhud. Just like the Muslims were on the day of Uhud, we today are a 
defeated people. Our lands have been overrun, our State has been destroyed, our brothers have 
been killed, our sisters have been deprived of their honor and our children are lost. We today are 
a defeated people just like we were on the day of Uhud. Now of course some of the blame for 
this terrible situation has to go to the enemies of this Message both from among the disbelievers 
and from among the hypocrites in our own Ummah, the ones who have been plotting to destroy 
this Message. However most of the blame has to go to our own selves. We have failed to have 
Taqwa and Sabr when Allah (swt) has specifically commanded us to have these two qualities that 
distinguish the believer. So we find ourselves today in this desperate situation. It seems that the 
revival and the honor returning to our Ummah is a long way away. So what now should be our 
course of action given this terrible situation? Should we fall into grief and despair? Should we just 
give up? See what Allah (swt) says in this ayah as to what we should do. Remind yourself that 
Allah (swt) is speaking here to a defeated people. 

Allah (swt) says "And do not be weak and do not be sad and you will be 
victorious if you are truly believers". This is what Allah (swt) wants from us in our moment 
of defeat and in our moment of difficultly. When it feels like the earth is going to cave in on you, 
and you feel that you do not have the power to go forward then remember these words of your 
Rabb. First Allah (swt) tells you not to become weak. It takes strength and it takes courage to 
deal with the trials that the believer has to face, so the believer cannot be weak. The believer 
must have the firmness and the determination to keep going no matter what happens. No matter 
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how difficult things become, you have to keep going. If ever you feel yourself becoming weak, if 
ever you feel yourself slackening, then remember these words of Allah (swt). Remember the goal 
towards which you are going, you are striving and struggling to reach the Pleasure of Allah (swt). 
What could be a nobler goal than that? Is that not a goal that is worth dedicating all of our 
energy towards? So first we must build strength and determination within ourselves. We cannot 
allow ourselves to become weak. This is the first requirement that we as an Ummah need to do. 

After Allah (swt) commands us not to be weak, He (swt) then commands us not to be 
sad. Why should anything that happens in the life of this world make you sad? How can you be 
truly grieved because of anything that happens in the life of this world? When you know that you 
only live for Allah (swt), and you know that any calamity or difficulty only brings you closer to 
Allah (swt), how then can you ever be sad because of anything that happens to you? You know 
that any difficulty that you go through causes your sins to be erased and it may even cause you 
to get reward from Allah (swt) because of the patience that you demonstrate. So why then 
should you ever be sad because of your troubles? Always remember these benefits that comes 
from calamities and difficulties, and then follow the command that Allah (swt) has given you in 
this ayah. Shaitan wants to make you forget these benefits that come from every difficulty, he 
wants you to become sad. But do not let him. No matter what difficulty you are faced with, do 
not be sad. Allah (swt) is with you, so do not be sad. 

What then will be the result if we are able to do this? Once a calamity or a tragedy 
befalls us and we are able to remain strong and we are able to control our grief, what then will 
be the result? Allah (swt) says "you will be victorious if you are truly believers". We will be 
able to defeat them, we will be the victors. So if we are able to overcome our weakness and our 
grief during moments of trials and difficulties, then we will be victorious. There is only one more 
condition that Allah (swt) places here; we must be true believers. So in order to gain victory, in 
addition to remaining strong and not becoming sad we also must be true believers. We must 
believe in this Message with utmost conviction and not just say that we do. If we can do that 
and we are able to remain strong and not grieve, then we will be the winners. How will we be 
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the winners? Of course through the Help of Allah (swt). Allah (swt) is promising us that He (swt) 
will send us His (swt)'s Help. Even after we have been defeated, and even after we are in the 
worst of situations, Allah (swt) is still promising us that He (swt) will send us His (swt)'s Help. All 
that we have to do is to believe in Allah (swt), and to put our trust in Him (swt), and then we 
have to use our love and fear of Him (swt) to raise us above our grief and our weakness. If we 
can do that, then of a surety victory will be ours. May Allah (swt) give us the enabling grace! 



141. If a wound has touched you, then surely a similar wound has touched others, 
and these are the days that we give them in turn between men so that Allah may 
know the ones who believe and that He may take from you Shuhadah, and Allah does 
not love the Dhalimoon. 

In this ayah Allah (swt) continues to console the Muslims after their defeat at Uhud. In 
the previous ayah Allah (swt) reminded us that if we do not become weak and we do not grieve, 
and we hold fast to our Iman, then we will be victorious. So Allah (swt) is telling us that any 
defeat is only a temporary setback. In the end, as long as Muslims hold fast to the conditions 
that Allah (swt) had given them, then indeed they will be victorious. This is a great consolation 
and a great hope from the Lord of all the worlds. In this ayah Allah (swt) consoles us by 
reminding us that we are not the only ones who had to go through such trials and difficulties. 

This fact is important for us as an Ummah to remember today. We have to read these ayahs very 
carefully, and we should contemplate on their meanings. This is because we are an Ummah 
today who stands defeated just like the Muslims were at Uhud. 
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Allah (swt) begins this ayah by saying "If a wound has touched you, then surely a 
similar wound has touched others". The word "wound" here refers to the defeat that the 
Muslims suffered at Uhud. It was an injury to the whole community. Not only because many 
Muslims were killed, and not only because the Prophet (saw) himself was injured, but also 
because the Muslims had specifically failed in their duty to obey Allah (swt). The Muslims knew 
that their purpose in life was only to serve Allah (swt) by following the Prophet (saw), and they 
had specifically failed in that duty. So this was in fact an injury to the entire community of 
Muslims. Because of the failure of those few archers to have Taqwa and Sabr, to do their duty, 
the Help of Allah (swt) was denied for all of the Muslims. So everyone was hurt by this injury. 

Allah (swt) tells the Muslims in this part of the ayah that if an injury has touched them 
then a similar injury has touched others. This refers to the battle of Badr where the Quraysh 
were struck with a similar defeat just as the Muslims were struck with defeat at Uhud. Just as the 
Muslims had lost many of their best at Uhud, the Quraysh had lost many of their best at Badr. 
Just as the Muslims had felt pain at Uhud the Quraysh had felt pain at Badr. So Allah (swt) 
consoles the Muslims after their defeat at Uhud by reminding them that their enemies had faced 
a similar loss at Badr. 

But there are lessons that Muslims can take from this ayah that extend beyond the 
battles of Badr and Uhud. We all suffer wounds of all kinds. We all feel pain and we all go 
through difficulty. Sometimes the difficulty may be so great that we would wonder as to when 
the Help of Allah (swt) would ever come. We might even ask ourselves as to how Allah (swt) 
would allow us to go through such pain when we are Muslims. We might wrongly believe that 
Allah (swt) has abandoned us. All of such thinking is wrong. We have to remember that everyone 
is touched with pain and difficulty, everyone suffers from one wound or the other in the life of 
this world. Such is the way of Allah (swt) in the life of this world. So we must never be sad when 
any difficulty or trial touches us, we should always remember that there have been others who 
have gone through similar trials and difficulties. We all go through sorrows and painful moments. 
Such is the nature of this life. 
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In the next part of the ayah Allah (swt) says "and these are the days that we give 
them in turn between men". The Muslims had now known days of victory and days of defeat. 
In the battle of Badr they had seen days of victory when their foe was vanquished and they were 
the victors, but in the battle of Uhud they had seen days of defeat where it was they who were 
severely injured. Here Allah (swt) tells the Muslims that He (swt) rotates these days between the 
people in turn. On one occasion the Muslims will see the days of victory while their enemies will 
see the days of defeat, and on another occasion the Muslims will see the days of defeat while 
their enemies will see the days of victory. Allah (swt) alternates these days between the people 
in turns. Sometimes one group of people gets the good days and another group gets the bad 
days, and other times it is the way around. Such is the way of Allah (swt) in the life of this world. 
He (swt) alternates between the good and the bad for all people. 

What is the purpose of Allah (swt) alternating the days of fortune and misfortune in such 
a way? Allah (swt) says that it is "so that Allah may know the ones who believe". It is so 
that Allah (swt) may make it known as to who the true believers are. It is so that Allah (swt) may 
demonstrate to you if you truly believe or not. Allah (swt) already knows your heart but He (swt) 
wants to make it known to you as to whether you truly believe or not. Times of ease and 
prosperity are a test for the people, as are times of difficulty and adversity. Such times are a test 
to see how strong your Iman is. Some people demonstrate a weakness in their Iman during 
times of ease, when everything is going well for them they tend to forget about Allah (swt). They 
only want to enjoy this world when everything is going well for them. These people fail the test 
when Allah (swt) gives them the good days. Other people demonstrate a weakness in their Iman 
during times of hardship and adversity. They question as to how such calamity can befall them 
when they are believers. So the pain and suffering that they go through causes them to weaken 
in their Iman. These people fail the test when Allah (swt) gives the difficult days. Both of these 
people fail to realize that this entire life is test. However there are other people who are strong in 
their Iman during both the good days and the difficult days. When the good days come, they 
remember Allah (swt) and they are thankful to Him (swt) for the good days. When the hard days 
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come they remember Allah (swt) and they are patient for His (swt)'s sake. So their Iman 
becomes stronger during both the good days and the hard days. They have passed the test and 
they have demonstrated to themselves that they truly do believe. So the reason why Allah (swt) 
alternates the days of good fortune and the days of difficulty between men is that you may know 
which of these groups you belong to. 

The next purpose of Allah (swt) alternating the days of ease and hardship is so that 
"that He may take from you Shuhadah'. The Shuhadah are the martyrs. During the days of 
hardship in battle, there are many Muslims who would lose their lives. It is during these days that 
Allah (swt) can take the Shuhadah to Himself (swt). Allah (swt) is the One Who chooses who 
will die as a martyr on the battlefield. Allah (swt) chooses such people for Himself (swt). It is a 
great honor and privilege. But it will only happen during the days of hardship and difficulty. How 
can there be martyrs when the battle goes well for the Muslims and they are always winning? So 
here Allah (swt) reminds the Muslims of another of the advantages to such days of hardship. It is 
so that He (swt) may take the Shuhadah from among the ranks of the Ummah. Only during such 
days can Muslims give their lives for Allah (swt) and be elevated to the highest stations of 
Paradise because of it. 

Another meaning of the word Shuhadah is "witnesses". The ones who give their lives 
for the sake of Allah (swt) are the ones who witness the truest of witnessing to what they believe 
in. As Sayyid Qutb tells us in his tafsir of this ayah every Muslim must make the Shahada and 
testify that there is no illah except Allah (swt) and that Muhammad (saw) is the Messenger of 
Allah (swt). So every Muslim must bear witness to this fact, but the Shuhadah are those who 
give their lives to demonstrate their witnessing of this fact. They are so sure of Allah (swt) and 
they are so sure of the Prophet (saw) being the Messenger of Allah (swt) that they give their 
lives based on this surety. How many are the Shuhadah that have made this ultimate of 
sacrifices in the history of our Ummah? It would not be an exaggeration to say that the number 
is in the hundreds of thousands, if not in the millions. When you see the certainty of faith that 
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these men and women had, how then can you be so weak in your faith? How could you allow 
Shaitan to deceive you to such an extent that you have forgotten about Allah (swt)? 

Finally Allah (swt) says "and Allah does not love the Dhalimoori 1 . In the previous 
part of the ayah Allah (swt) had told us how He (swt) alternates the days of good fortune 
between the people. Sometimes the Muslims are victorious, and sometimes the enemies of this 
Message are victorious. But because Allah (swt) sometimes gives victory for the enemies of this 
Message, does it mean that He (swt) loves them? They are the Dhalimoon. They commit the 
worst of injustice and the worst of oppression. They deny the Message that has reached them 
from their Creator and their Sustainer and they oppose it and they seek to destroy it. Allah (swt) 
reminds us in this part of the ayah that He (swt) does not love such people. Allah (swt) only 
gives them days of good fortune as a test for them and also as a test for the believers. On the 
Day of Judgment when they return to Allah (swt) that is when He (swt) will give them their just 
reward for all that they had done in the life of this world. Allah (swt) calls them Dhalimoon and 
He (swt) tells us that He (swt) does not love them. On that Day they will find out the bitter 
consequences of them having been Dhalimoon and them having denied themselves the Love of 
Allah (swt). May Allah (swt) save us from that fate! May Allah (swt) give us His (swt)'s Love! 

Another reason why Allah (swt) tells us that He (swt) does not love the Dhalimoon is to 
remind the Muslims whom they are fighting against. Allah (swt) reminds the Muslims that they 
are fighting against the ones whom He (swt) does not love. Does it not motivate you to strive 
against these people when you know that they are the ones whom your Beloved (swt) does not 
love? They commit the worst of evil, and they commit the worst of oppression, and they commit 
the worst of injustice. They prevent the Message of Allah (swt) from reaching the people and 
they prevent the Law of Allah (swt) from being established in the land. They oppose the Message 
of Allah (swt) and they persecute the people who call towards it. This is why Allah (swt) does not 
love such people. Should you then have any reservations in striving against them? No rather you 
should try your best in opposing them and their plots against this Message because you know 
that they are a people whom your Rabb does not love. You have to strive against them both 
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during the good times and the bad times. You have to strive against them when it is easy and 
when it is hard. May Allah (swt) always make us remember that the ones who oppose His (swt)'s 
Message are the Dhalimoon and may Allah (swt) give us the enabling grace to strive against 
them to the best of our ability! 
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142. So that Allah may purify the ones who have Iman and that He may destroy the 
ones who do kufr. 

Few of us could imagine the kind of pain that the Muslims had to go through after the 
loss at Uhud. Just think, these were men and women who had given their lives to Allah (swt). 
Everything they did was for Allah (swt). They had decided that they were going to spend their 
lives working in the dawah, to establish the Law of Allah (swt) in the land and to carry the 
Message of Allah (swt) to the people. Can you imagine how devastating the battle of Uhud must 
have been for them? That is why in this ayah Allah (swt) in His (swt)'s Love and Mercy consoles 
them even further. 

Allah (swt) tells the Muslims another reason as to why He (swt) allowed them to suffer 
that devastating defeat at Uhud. Allah (swt) says that it was "So that Allah may purify the 
ones who have Iman". The Arabic word yumahhisa that Allah (swt) uses here gives a far 
deeper meaning than just "to purify". It means to purge out all that is good and pure from what 
is foul and impure. There were many Muslims living in Madinah when the battle of Uhud took 
place. But not all of them were strong in their Iman. Not all of them were true and sincere 
believers. In Makkah the only Muslims were the true and sincere believers, this was because in 
Makkah Islam was weak and the Muslims were oppressed. If you became a Muslim in Makkah 
then you would get nothing out of it. All that you would get is pain and torture. So the only ones 
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who chose to be Muslims in Makkah are those who truly believed in this Message. But in 
Madinah, the Islamic State had been established. Islam had gained political authority in the land. 
Now there were some Muslims who were not true and sincere believers. There were some 
Muslims who only accepted this Message because others in the family had accepted this Message 
and because they were living in the Islamic State. They only accepted Islam because it was the 
"popular thing" to do. Now we are not talking here only about the hypocrites. Of course there 
were the likes of Abdullah bin Ubayy and those who were really working to destroy the Islamic 
State. But in addition to these hypocrites, there were also those Muslims whose Iman was just 
not that strong. There were Muslims who did not have the absolute and firm conviction in the 
Truth of this Message. They had doubts. They were weak. So Allah (swt) tells us here that 
another reason for the defeat at Uhud was that He (swt) wanted to purge these weak elements 
out of the Muslim community. The task of working in this dawah is the most difficult of tasks that 
can be given to any human being. You are working to establish the Law of Allah (swt) in the 
earth when the earth is filled with people who do not want to give up the power that they have 
and they will do anything to hold on to their power. You are working to carry the Message of 
Allah (swt) to mankind when much of mankind does not want to receive this Message. They 
would rather serve their desires than serve Allah (swt) even though they know that this was not 
what they were created to do. So this is a mission of utmost difficulty and it has no room for 
weaklings and those who waiver in doubt. That is why Allah (swt) allowed the Muslims to suffer 
this defeat this defeat at Uhud, so that He (swt) may purge out those who truly believe from 
those who are weak. 

Then Allah (swt) says "and that He may destroy the ones who do kufr". The 

hypocrites and the ones who had doubt did not have doubt because they could not see this 
Message as true. Allah (swt) sent this Message with clear signs and evidences. So anyone who 
looks into it with sincerity will know that it is the Truth. But these were a people who were in love 
with the life of this world. They were so proud of themselves and they thought of themselves as 
the most important person in the world. They knew that if they accepted this Message then they 


172 



would have to curb their desires. They knew that if they accepted this Message then they would 
have to subjugate themselves to Allah (swt). So they did not want to believe in this Message. 
They did not believe in this Message because they did not want to believe in this Message! They 
did kufr to this Message! Look here at what Allah (swt) says that their fate will be. Allah (swt) will 
destroy them! Allah (swt) will destroy them! Can you even begin to comprehend the magnitude 
of this threat from the Lord and Master of this universe? Do you know how much terror this 
threat must invoke within you? May Allah (swt) save us from this fate! 

One lesson that we can take from this ayah is that we must be strong during times of 
trial and difficulty. Such times of trials can be a test from Allah (swt). If we allow ourselves to 
become weak during such times then we have failed the test. But if we strive to hold on to our 
Iman, no matter what difficulties may come then Insha Allah we have a chance of passing this 
test. Today without a doubt our Ummah is going through such times of trials and difficulties. So 
in your life now you will be faced with choices on whether you should serve Allah (swt) or 
whether you should turn away from Him (swt). It may be difficult to turn towards Allah (swt), 
you may even be faced with fear. But know that this is part of a great test that Allah (swt) is 
putting you through. Know that Allah (swt) is purging out the true and sincere believers from the 
hypocrites and the doubters. Which of these two groups do you want to be a part of? 

So do you keep that hijab on or do you take it off? Do you keep that beard or do you 
shave it off? Do you talk to people about the Islamic State or do you keep silent? Do you even 
say that you are a Muslim? Do you mix with the culture of the West or do you keep away from it? 
Do you raise your children in the environment of Islam or in the environment of the West? Do 
you keep seeking knowledge about this Din or do you only go after knowledge of this world? 
These are some of the choices that all of us have to make. These are some of the sacrifices that 
all of us have to make. The bottom line is that do you choose Allah (swt) or do you turn away 
from Him (swt)? It is easy to choose Allah (swt) when Islam is strong, but can you still choose 
Him (swt) when the Din is weak? When it seems as if this whole world has turned away from Him 
(swt), can you still turn towards Him (swt)? Know that right at this moment, Allah (swt) is putting 
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this Ummah through such a test. A test like He (swt) describes in this ayah. Allah (swt) is purging 
out the true and sincere believers from the hypocrites and the doubters. Which of these two 
groups do you want to belong to? The choices that you make today will decide. May Allah (swt) 
help us, we cannot do it without His (swt)'s Help and His (swt)'s enabling grace! 
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143. Do you think that you will enter the Garden, while Allah has not yet known the 
ones who strive hard from you and (He has not) known the ones who have Sabr. 

In the previous ayah we saw how the times of difficulty that we go through are indeed a 
test for us. Through these times of trials and difficulties, Allah (swt) is purging out the true and 
sincere believers from the hypocrites and the pretenders. We saw how the Muslims at the time of 
the Prophet (saw) went through similar trials after the battle of Uhud. For the first time in their 
existence as a community and a nation they had tasted defeat. After this tragedy, those who 
were weak in their Iman wanted to give up. They wanted to surrender to the Quraysh. They 
wanted to abandon this mission that Allah (swt) had given them, This mission to establish His 
(swt)'s Law in the land to carry His (swt)'s Message to mankind. But those who were strong in 
their Iman kept on fighting. No matter how desperate the situation became, they kept on 
fighting. These were the ones who had absolute certainty in this Message, they knew that Allah 
(swt) Sees all that they do, and they knew that they were going to return to Him (swt) very 
soon. So they did not care about how desperate the situation became here on this earth, they 
turned their gaze towards Allah (swt) and kept their focus on Him (swt). So no matter how 
difficult the circumstances became they continued to strive hard to please Him (swt). Do you 
think that you could ever be like them? Allah (swt) asks you a question in this ayah. Think deeply 
about this question and then think about your life. 
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The question that Allah (swt) asks in this ayah is "Do you think that you will enter 
the Garden, while Allah has not yet known the ones who strive hard from you and (He 
has not) known the ones who have Sabr". All human beings have been placed on this world 
as part of a test, this is a fact that we are certain of without a doubt. Those who pass this test 
are rewarded with the Garden and those who fail this test are punished with the Fire. Now from 
the previous ayahs that we have discussed, you have some idea of what the Garden is like. Of 
course we can never fully realize the true reality Garden until we get there Insha Allah, but from 
what Allah (swt) has told us in the Quran we have some idea of what it is like. If Allah (swt) has 
made such a Garden as a reward for a test, do you think that Allah (swt) will give that reward to 
just anyone. Do you think that Allah (swt) will give the Garden to those who do not pass the 
test? What do you think that you have to do to pass this test? This is a Garden the width of it is 
as wide as the heavens and the earth. Do you think simply anyone will get this Garden? No, only 
those who prove themselves to be worthy of this Garden will be granted it. Flow do you prove 
yourself to be worthy of the Garden? It is as Allah (swt) says in this ayah to strive hard for the 
sake of Allah (swt) and to have Sabr for the sake of Allah (swt). If you can do both of these for 
the sake of Allah (swt), then you would have proved yourself worthy of the Garden. But do not 
think that you can simply enter the Garden without demonstrating any Sabr and without striving 
for Allah (swt) at all. Now as we know none of us will get the Garden only because of our own 
efforts. It is only by the Mercy of Allah (swt) that any of us will reach the Garden, but for us to 
receive the Mercy of Allah (swt), Allah (swt) has to be pleased with us and Fie (swt) will only be 
pleased with us when we strive hard for Him (swt) and we have Sabr for Him (swt). Only when 
Allah (swt) is pleased with us will Fie (swt) grant us His (swt)'s Mercy for us to enter the Garden. 
So Allah (swt) asks the Muslims the question in this ayah as to whether they think they can just 
enter the Garden for nothing while they have not yet strove hard and not yet demonstrated great 
patience and perseverance for His (swt)'s sake. Only through this striving and this Sabr can we 
hope to make ourselves pleasing to Allah (swt) in the hope that Fie (swt) may allow us to enter 
that wonderful garden. 
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Now let us remind ourselves as to whom this ayah was revealed to. This ayah was 
revealed to the Muhajiroon and the Ansar. The Muhajiroon who had left their homeland for the 
sake of Allah (swt). They had left behind their family, their wealth, their property, their livelihood, 
and their homes all for the sake of Allah (swt). The Ansar who had promised to support the 
Prophet (saw) and the dawah. They pledged their lives to defending the Prophet (saw) and 
aiding him (saw) to carry this Message to mankind. They allowed the Islamic State to be 
established in their city, and they allowed themselves to be ruled by the Law of Allah (swt). They 
sacrificed everything that they had for the sake of Allah (swt). They even allowed the Muhajiroon 
to come and live in their homes. They sacrificed their own food and their own comforts for these 
strangers. All for the sake of their Lord. These were the people to whom Allah (swt) first asked 
this question to. To these people who had already strove so hard and who had so much Sabr, 
Allah (swt) now asks them this question. You would ask yourself now that have not they already 
strove enough for the sake of Allah (swt), have not they already had great Sabr for the sake of 
Allah (swt)? They had done so much for Allah (swt) and still He (swt) asks them this question. 
This shows us how much striving and how much Sabr is required of a Muslim. You have to strive 
and struggle with every ounce of strength that you have in your body. Do not think for one 
second that you can fool Allah (swt) because He (swt) Knows what is in your heart and He (swt) 
Knows if you were sincere in your striving or not. When you feel yourself becoming weak then 
ask yourself the question that Allah (swt) asks you in this ayah. 

So one lesson that we can take from this ayah is to realize once again that the Garden is 
not cheap. It is the place of pleasure and joy that is beyond all imagination but it is not cheap. 
You purchase this Garden not with dollars and cents but with your striving in the Path of Allah 
(swt) and your having Sabr for the sake of Allah (swt). It is not easy, we know that it is not easy. 
But know that Allah (swt) Knows you better than you know yourself. So any amount of effort that 
you put in will not go unnoticed. If you make just one more Salah with tranquility, it will not go 
unnoticed. If you lower your gaze just one more time, it will not go unnoticed. If you struggle to 
complete your work and your responsibilities in the best way possible, even if it is the work of 
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this worldly life, it will not go unnoticed. If you speak to just one more Muslim about the Islamic 
State and our responsibility to live under Islam it will not go unnoticed. Allah (swt) Sees all that 
you do, and He (swt) will reward you for all that you do. So try your best, know that just the fact 
that you are a Muslim at this moment is Allah (swt) telling you that you do have it within you. 
Allah (swt) is telling you that you have the potential to have this Sabr and the potential to strive 
this hard by the fact that He (swt) has guided you to Islam. So try your best and always pray to 
Allah (swt) to help you. May Allah (swt) make us among those who strive hard for His (swt)'s 
sake and who have Sabr for His (swt)'s sake! May Allah (swt) make us among those who are 
worthy of His (swt)'s Garden! 


* * ?. 
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144. And surely before this you used to wish for death, until you met it, so surely now 
you have seen it while you are looking. 

In this ayah Allah (swt) continues to console the Muslims and to comment on what 
happened at Uhud. In the previous ayahs Allah (swt) reminded us how we can never achieve the 
Garden until we strive hard for His (swt)'s sake and until we have patience and we persevere for 
Him (swt). This was exactly what Allah (swt) told the Muslims after their loss at Uhud. In this 
ayah Allah (swt) tells them as He (swt) also tells us that striving and perseverance is not all that 
is required. In addition we also need to have wisdom and sound judgment. Allah (swt) teaches 
us this lesson by giving us the example of what happened at Uhud. 

Allah (swt) begins this ayah by saying "And surely before this you used to wish for 
death". To understand this part of the ayah we have to look to what happened before the battle 
of Uhud began. When the Prophet (saw) learned that the army of Quraysh was approaching 
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Madinah to attack the city, he (saw) took a council of the Muslims to decide what should to be 
done. They were discussing as to what the best defense strategy should be. Now the Prophet 
(saw) himself was of the opinion that the Muslims should remain inside Madinah and that they 
should fight the Quraysh army from within the confines of the city. The older Sahabah like Abu 
Bakr (ra) and Umar (ra) agreed with this opinion of the Prophet (saw). But many of the younger 
and newer Muslims were of the opinion that the Muslim army should leave Madinah to go and 
fight the Quraysh out on the open battlefield. These young Muslims did not participate in the 
battle of Badr, many of them had not even participated in a battle before. But they had heard of 
the glorious Muslim victory at Badr, and they yearned for themselves to be part of a similar 
victory. These young Muslims did not see how they could achieve such a glorious victory like 
Badr if they were to a fight a defensive battle within a city. So they insisted to the Prophet (saw) 
and the elder Sahabah that the Muslims should go out in the open and fight the Quraysh outside 
Madinah. They wanted to taste the open battle. They wanted their own Badr. Because these 
youth were the majority in the council, the Prophet (saw) listened to their opinion and the 
Muslims marched out of Madinah to face the Quraysh on the open battlefield. 

It is these young Muslims whom Allah (swt) addresses in this part of the ayah. Allah 
(swt) is now speaking to them after the loss at Uhud. Allah (swt) says to them "And surely 
before this you used to wish for death". Allah (swt) is telling these youths that before the 
battle started they had been wishing for death. There are two meanings that come from this part 
of the ayah. One meaning is that Allah (swt) is telling these young Muslims how they used to 
wish for martyrdom. The reason why many of these young Muslims wanted to go outside of 
Madinah and fight the Quraysh on the open battlefield was because they yearned for martyrdom. 
They wanted to give their lives for the sake of Allah (swt) just like their brothers before them had 
given their lives in Badr. They knew that their best chances for attaining martyrdom was if they 
fought on the open battlefield. So Allah (swt) reminds them here of this fact. Thus one meaning 
of this part of the ayah is that Allah (swt) praises these youths for wanting to give their lives for 
Him (swt). 
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However another meaning of this part of the ayah is that Allah (swt) is criticizing these 
youth for not listening to the Prophet (saw). He (swt) is showing them how foolish they were in 
not following the opinion of the Prophet (saw) and the older Sahabah. They should have known 
that the Prophet (saw) and the older Sahabah knew much more than they did. They should have 
known that what they were advocating was the weaker of the two strategies. It is foolish to go 
out in the open battlefield and fight when you have a city to protect you. The Muslims would 
have had a much better chance of winning if they would have fought inside the city. They could 
have used the city and the fortifications in the city to their advantage. To go out in the open 
when you have a city to protect you is foolish, it is like wishing for death. So Allah (swt) is telling 
these Muslim youth in this part of the ayah that it is not just a matter of going out to die as 
Shuhadah just for the sake of dying as Shuhadah. There is no point in dying for no reason. If 
you are truly going to give your life for the sake of Allah (swt) then your death must help this 
Ummah. Your death must help the Muslim Ummah. Your death must aid the Muslim Ummah in 
furthering it's mission of establishing the Law of Allah (swt) in the land and carrying His (swt)'s 
Message to mankind. So these young Muslims should have known that the best course of action 
for them during that council meeting was to follow the opinion of the Prophet (saw) and the 
older Sahabah. They should have exercised wisdom and good judgment rather than just running 
head strong into battle. 

Thus we see that there are two meanings given in this part of the ayah. On the one hand 
Allah (swt) is praising these young Muslims for their eagerness to give their lives for His (swt)'s 
sake. On the other hand Allah (swt) is also criticizing them for not taking the advice of the 
Prophet (saw) and the older Sahabah. So we as Muslims today should also yearn for martyrdom 
but at the same time we should also make certain that it is a death that will help our Ummah. 

Then Allah (swt) says "until you met it". These young Muslims were wishing for death 
until they met it. They were wishing for death until they found themselves in the middle of the 
battle. In the fray of the battle, amidst the chaos of rising dust and clanking swords and flying 
arrows, some of them were not sure that they wished for it anymore. They thought to 
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themselves how they should have listened to the Prophet (saw). They realized the mistake that 
they had made in insisting to come out and fight the Quraysh on the open battlefield. So these 
young Muslims had certainly wished for death until they saw death all around them on the open 
battlefield, then many of them were not sure that they wished for it anymore. 

Notice once again how Allah (swt) does not simply tell us what happened on the 
battlefield, but He (swt) also tells us what happened in the hearts and minds of the Muslims who 
fought in the battle. Who but Allah (swt) could have seen into the hearts of men during that 
battle? Is this not an even further evidence that this Quran could only be from Him (swt)? 
Because Allah (swt) tells us about the conditions of the hearts during the battle we can compare 
it with our own hearts. Are we like these youth? Do we have a burning desire within us to go and 
fight in the way of Allah (swt)? If we do then we should still ask ourselves the question as to if 
this is the best course of action to follow at this moment. Is this what is going to help our 
Ummah today? Is fighting even permissible without the Islamic State? Would we be following the 
Prophet (saw) if we went out and fought today when there is no State? These are the questions 
that we must ask ourselves before we rush headstrong into battle. If we go and fight before 
asking ourselves these questions then we might find ourselves like these youth found 
themselves. We may have wished so much for battle, and we may have wished so much 
Shahdah, but because we went forth when we were not certain that we were following the way 
of the Prophet (saw), then doubts and reservations may come to us when we are in the heat of 
battle. Then what would we do in such a situation? Are you willing to give your life when you are 
not certain whether such an act would be accepted by Allah (swt) or not? May Allah (swt) save 
us from that! May Allah (swt) enable us to take the lessons from this ayah! May Allah (swt) 
enable us to use our common sense and our good judgment and carefully consider each course 
of action before we engage in it! 

Allah (swt) then says "so surely now you have seen it while you are looking". 

These young Muslims wanted to go out in the open battlefield and fight the Quraysh there. They 
had wished for death until they finally met it. When they met it, many of them did not want to 
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face it anymore. Now what Allah (swt) means here by meeting death is not actually dying but it 
is seeing death. On the open battlefield these young Muslims saw death. They saw death all 
around them. They not only saw the Quraysh soldiers dying, but they saw Muslims dying as well. 
Death was all around them and they were shaken with fear and apprehension. This was the fate 
that they brought down upon themselves by choosing not to follow the Prophet (saw). 

Just look here to how Allah (swt) tested these believers. Are you prepared to face similar 
test? Can you imagine what it is like seeing your Muslim brother dead on the ground next to you? 
This was the reality that these young Muslims were faced with. Do you realize now the amount of 
Sabr that this dawah requires? Do you realize now how much Allah (swt) expects from you? If 
you do not even have the determination to make your five prayers properly and to fast in 
Ramadan and to lower your gaze then how pathetic are you to even say that you are a believer? 
These young Muslims saw death all around them on that day and then they realized what this 
effort and this struggle was all about. When will you come to this realization? 

So Allah (swt) is describing in this part of the ayah how the Muslims saw death in front 
of them and all around them. Notice even the language that Allah (swt) uses, He (swt) says "you 
have seen it while you are looking". Allah (swt) uses two words to describe the fact that they 
saw death while they were looking. This is to emphasize the fact that they saw death with their 
own eyes. It was a sheer reality that was right in front of them. Now they have seen death with 
their own eyes. Now they know the reality of death. Now they realize how foolish they were in 
opposing the Prophet (saw). Now they realize how foolish they were in not considering the 
consequences of their actions before they acted. May Allah (swt) allow us to take the lessons 
from what they did! May Allah (swt) make us prepared when we are faced with death! 
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144. And Muhammad is but a messenger, and surely messengers have passed away 
before him, if he dies or is killed will you turn back on your heels, and whosoever 
turns back on his heels he will not harm Allah in the least, and Allah will reward the 
grateful. 

This is one of the most of important of ayahs because it tells us who the Prophet (saw) is 
and it tells us what should be our relationship with him (saw). To understand this ayah we have 
to look again to what happened during the battle of Uhud. There was a time during the battle 
when many of the Muslims thought that the Prophet (saw) had passed away. When the battle 
took a bad turn for the Muslims, after the archers had abandoned their posts, there was a time 
when the enemy came very near to the Prophet (saw). In fact there was a moment during the 
battle when there were only twelve Sahabah who remained to protect the Prophet (saw). At this 
time a rumor began among the ranks of the Muslims that the Prophet (saw) had been killed. This 
rumor spread like wildfire through the ranks of the Muslims during the battle. When the Muslims 
heard that the Prophet (saw) had been killed, many of them wanted to give up. They wanted to 
give up fighting and make a truce with the Quraysh. Allah (swt) had just told them to have 
Taqwa and to have Sabr, but they wanted to give up and make peace with the enemies of this 
Message. It was in response to this behavior on the part of many Muslims that Allah (swt) 
revealed this ayah. 

Allah (swt) begins this ayah by saying "And Muhammad is but a messenger". Here 
Allah (swt) tells us who the Prophet (saw) is, he (saw) is no more than a messenger. He (saw) is 
only a messenger. He (saw) is only a man who is bringing to us a message from our Lord. That is 
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who the Prophet (saw) is, he (saw) is only a messenger. Now of course the Prophet (saw) is the 
very best of the creation of Allah (swt). Of course the Prophet (saw) has never committed a sin 
and he (saw) has never done anything to displease Allah (swt). He (saw) is the most beloved of 
all of the creation to Allah (swt). He (saw) performed his task as the Messenger of Allah (swt) 
perfectly. He (saw) gave us the Message from Allah (swt). He (saw) established for us the 
Islamic State so that we can rule ourselves by the Law of Allah (swt). He (saw) did all of this not 
with magic and sorcery nor with empty promises and tricks, but he (saw) established the Law of 
Allah (swt) and he (saw) carried the Message of Allah (swt) through his (saw)'s sweat and hard- 
work. This is because he (saw) was only a man, a man who was the best that a human could 
possibly be, a man who we must all try to be like, but only a man. A man whom Allah (swt) 
chose to be His (swt)'s Messenger (saw). 

The lesson that we can take from this part of the ayah is to see how wrong are those 
who ascribe any kind of divinity to the Prophet (saw). To say that the Prophet (saw) was divine 
in any way, or even to say that he (saw) was anything more than a human is a statement of 
disbelief. There are many other ayahs and ahadith where Allah (swt) has clearly told us that the 
Prophet (saw) was only a human. Allah (swt) has also told us repeatedly that He (swt) only 
sends humans as messengers. So those who say that the Prophet (saw) was an angel or that he 
(saw) was a creature of light are going against this ayah and all of the other text where Allah 
(swt) has clearly stated that he (saw) is only a man. They are rejecting the words of Allah (swt) 
and they are speaking about the Prophet (saw) based on their own whims and desires. Do they 
know better or does Allah (swt)? 

There is also a great danger if you say that the Prophet (saw) is not a human being. 
Remember that the only goal for our life is to seek the Pleasure of Allah (swt). We only exist to 
seek His (swt)'s Pleasure. Now did Allah (swt) show us how we can gain His (swt)'s Pleasure? Did 
He (swt) give us an example who we can follow? Did He (swt) give us a role model who we can 
imitate? Of course this is the Prophet (saw). The Prophet (saw) is the model whom we should 
follow in order to fulfill the purpose of our creation. Now in order for us to follow and imitate the 
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Prophet (saw), he (saw) has to be like us. How can we try to be like someone who is not like us? 
You cannot try to be like one who is an angel and you cannot try to be like one who is light 
because that it not who you are. You are a human so your role model has to be human as well.. 
So to say that the Prophet (saw) was not a human is to say that he (saw) is no longer an 
example for us to follow. It is to say that the Prophet (saw) is no longer a model whom we can 
imitate. How then can we gain the Pleasure of Allah (swt)? How then can we fulfill the purpose 
of our existence? 

Another danger in saying that the Prophet (saw) was not human is that the people may 
start to worship him (saw) instead of Allah (swt). The people may start to call on him (saw) 
instead of Allah (swt). The Prophet (saw) has specifically told us that he (saw) was only a slave 
of Allah (swt) and that we should not do to him (saw) like what the Christians did to 'Isa (as). So 
in order to save ourselves from this shirk we always have to remind ourselves and others that the 
Prophet (saw) was only a human being. 

Then Allah (swt) says "and surely messengers have passed away before him". 

Here Allah (swt) tells us that not only was the Prophet (saw) a human being but all of the 
messengers who came before him (saw) were also human beings. The messengers who came 
before the Prophet (saw) have passed away, and this shows us that they were only human. This 
shows their mortality. This shows their utter dependence on Allah (swt). Allah (swt) has only sent 
men as messengers to mankind, when one messenger passed away another would follow him. 
The Prophet (saw) is the last of the messengers and his (saw)'s Ummah now has the 
responsibility of carrying the Message of Allah (swt) to mankind. All of the messengers have 
passed away. The task of carrying the Message of the Creator is now upon you. 

Then Allah (swt) says "if he dies or is killed will you turn back on your heels". 

Here Allah (swt) is addressing those Muslims who wanted to give up fighting when they had 
heard that the Prophet (saw) had been killed. There are two meanings that come from the 
phrase "turn back on your heels". One meaning is to physically turn and run while in battle, and 
the other meaning is to turn back on Allah (swt). The other meaning is to abandon Islam as your 
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Din and to abandon the path of dawah and jihad. Allah (swt) is asking the Muslims as to whether 
they are going to abandon their Din and abandon their responsibility to carry His (swt)'s Message 
if the Prophet (saw) is killed or if he (saw) passes away. 

Of course this ayah is addressed to us today just as it was addressed to those Muslims at 
the time of the Prophet (saw). Are you going to turn back on your heels just because the Prophet 
(saw) is not here? Are you going to give up this dawah, are you going to give up striving for the 
sake of Allah (swt)? The Prophet (saw) was only a messenger, now the responsibility of carrying 
the Message that he (saw) was sent with is on your shoulders. You have no excuse before Allah 
(swt) to give up on this responsibility just because the Prophet (saw) is not here. In fact you 
have even more of a responsibility because he (saw) is not here. There is no one else left to 
finish the mission for which he (saw) gave his (saw)'s blood and his (saw)'s sweat for, there is 
only you. Are you then going to walk away? What should you know if you decide to walk away? 

Allah (swt) says "and whosoever turns back on his heels he will not harm Allah 
in the least". Do you think that you are hurting Allah (swt) in any way if you should decide to 
turn away from His (swt)'s Message and if you should decide to turn away from the responsibility 
of carrying His (swt)'s Message to mankind? Do you think that you are harming Allah (swt) in any 
way if you should choose to walk away from this dawah? Of course not, rather you are only 
hurting yourself. To believe in this Message and to carry it to others is a responsibility that is on 
your shoulders, if you should turn away from it then you are only hurting yourself. May Allah 
(swt) save us from ourselves! May Allah (swt) save us from abandoning this dawah! 

Finally Allah (swt) says, "Allah will reward the grateful". Allah (swt) has given you 
everything that you have. Not only your life, but every single thing that you have, even every 
breath of air that you take. So gratitude to Allah (swt) is an obligation for all of us. Of course you 
can never truly repay Allah (swt) for all that He (swt) has done for you. But He (swt) has done so 
much for you that upon you is at least that you should try your very best. Now how is it being 
grateful to Allah (swt) if you choose not to believe in the Message that He (swt) has sent you? 
How is it being grateful to Him (swt) if you choose not to carry His (swt)'s Message to others? 
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The only way that you can be grateful to Allah (swt) is if you strive to fulfill the obligations that 
He (swt) has given you. As a Muslim today, one of your greatest obligations is to carry your 
Lord's Message to mankind. If you do then be sure that He (swt) will give you the reward and 
the repayment for your gratitude to Him (swt). If you do not do this then you have denied 
yourself the repayment of your Lord. What then will be your fate when your soul leaves this 
world? So Allah (swt) tells us clearly in this ayah that He (swt) will reward the grateful. He (swt) 
will reward those who work in this dawah. What could be better than reward from Allah (swt)? 

So one important lesson that we can take from this ayah is that we can never use the 
excuse that the Prophet (saw) is not here to neglect our obligations in this dawah. The Prophet 
(saw) was only a messenger and he (saw) has passed away. He (saw) did his (saw)'s obligation 
and he (saw) carried the Message that he (saw) was sent with to the best of his (saw)'s ability. 
Now we have that obligation. We have an obligation to at least try and show our gratitude to 
Allah (swt) for all that He (swt) has given us. If we turn away from this obligation then we will 
not hurt Allah (swt) in the least but rather we will only hurt ourselves. The one who turns away 
from this responsibility will return to Allah (swt) on the Day of Judgment as an ingrate for all of 
the blessings and favors that He (swt) has bestowed on that person. Can you imagine returning 
to Allah (swt) in such a situation? Do you recall the kind of punishment that He (swt) can inflict? 
Do you realize how much pleasure you would be denying yourself? May Allah (swt) save us from 
that! But if we try our best in whatever way that we can, with the utmost sincerity in our hearts, 
then we know that Allah (swt) will reward the grateful. May Allah (swt) make us among the 
grateful! 
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146. And no soul can ever die except by the permission of Allah, a fixed term, and 
whoever desires the reward of this world We will give him from it and whoever 
desires the reward of the Hereafter We will give him from it, and We will reward the 
grateful. 

This ayah is a direct continuation of the previous ayah. In the previous ayah Allah (swt) 
reminded us that the Prophet (saw) was only a messenger and that messengers have passed 
away before him (saw). Recall that the previous ayah was revealed when the Muslims had 
thought that the Prophet (saw) had passed away. Allah (swt) reminded the Muslims that just 
because the Prophet (saw) had passed away, that did not give them the permission to walk away 
from this dawah. Now in this ayah Allah (swt) continues to show them how wrong they were in 
thinking that the Prophet (saw) had passed away. In this ayah Allah (swt) tells us that the 
Prophet (saw) will only pass away when his (saw)'s time comes. 

Allah (swt) says "And no soul can ever die except by the permission of Allah". 
Here Allah (swt) reminds the Muslims that no soul can ever pass away except by His (swt)'s 
permission. So they were wrong in believing the rumor. They were wrong in thinking that the 
Prophet (saw) had passed away when they heard that rumor on the battlefield. They should have 
remembered that no matter what happens, no one can die except with the permission of Allah 
(swt). They should have known that Allah (swt) would never allow His (swt)'s messenger to die 
until he (saw) completes his (saw)'s mission. So they should have known that the Prophet (saw) 
never would have died that day on Uhud. No soul can die except by the permission of Allah (swt) 
and Allah (swt) had not given permission for his (saw)'s blessed soul to die on that day. 



There is an important lesson for us in this ayah as well. Many of us are scared to work in 
the path of Allah (swt) because we are scared of death. We think that we might die if we 
participate in this dawah. We think that we might die if we work to establish the Law of Allah 
(swt) in the land and we work to spread the Message of Allah (swt) to mankind. If this is our 
thinking then we should reflect deeply about what Allah (swt) says in this ayah. No matter what 
you do, no matter where you are, you will not die until Allah (swt) gives His (swt)'s permission 
for you to die. So do not be scared to fulfill your obligations to Allah (swt), do the very best that 
you can and know that you will never pass away except by the permission of Allah (swt). 

Then Allah (swt) says "a fixed term". As we know every single soul has a fixed lifespan. 
Allah (swt) wrote the lifespan of each and every single one of us even before He (swt) created 
us. So Allah (swt) wrote the lifespan of the Prophet (saw) to only end when he (saw) completed 
his (saw)'s mission. Similarly your death has also already been written by Allah (swt). It will come 
at the exact moment when your lifespan ends. You cannot make it to come at a moment earlier 
or a moment later. Such is the case with every single human whom Allah (swt) has ever created. 
All of them will only live for a fixed term which He (swt) has set. 

The lesson that we can take from this part of the ayah is that we never know when our 
death will come. Our death will come when the lifespan that Allah (swt) fixed for us comes to an 
end, and we do not know when that is. What you need to realize is that it may be sooner than 
you think. You think that you have a long life ahead of you. You think that you will not die until 
you are seventy five or eighty. You are certain that you will not die tomorrow. So give yourself 
permission to commit sins, you allow yourself to neglect your obligations to Allah (swt). Such 
thinking is wrong and such thinking is foolish. Allah (swt) says in this ayah that your lifespan is a 
fixed term. So you have to always believe that this term will finish very soon. Imagine the 
moments in your life as sand falling in an hourglass, you only know the bottom of the hourglass, 
you do not know the top. You do not know how much sand you have left. Abdullah ibn Umar 
(ra), one of the favorite companions of the Prophet (saw), told us that if we live to a morning 
then we should not expect to live to its evening and if we live to an evening then should not 
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expect to live to its morning. This is how the Sahabah (raa) lived their lives. This is how they 
were able to do what they did. Can you even try to live your lives in the same way? May Allah 
(swt) give us all the enabling grace! 

Then Allah (swt) says "and whoever desires the reward of this world We will give 
him from it and whoever desires the reward of the Hereafter We will give him from 

it". Deep down inside we all know that our lifespan is fixed. We all know that death will come 
when Allah (swt) has decreed for it come. Deep down inside we all realize that we may very well 
die tomorrow. Why is it then that we forget this fact so easily? Allah (swt) tells us in this ayah 
that there are some people who desire the reward for their works in the life of this world, and 
then there are some people who desire the reward for their works in the Hereafter. Unfortunately 
most of us are from the former of these groups. We all want instant gratification. We all want the 
reward for what we do in the life of this world. This is why we have deceived ourselves into 
thinking that death is a long way away. We know that death could be right around the corner, 
but we do not want to believe this fact. So we tell ourselves that death is a long way away. Now 
we can get the pleasures from this world. Now we can enjoy ourselves. Now we can look for the 
reward for what we do in this world. Now we can get instant gratification. Such thinking and 
behavior is utterly foolish. How can this world compare in any way to the Hereafter? What is the 
reward of the life of this world when compared with the Hereafter? This world filled with pain and 
suffering. This world where every pleasure in it is doomed for destruction. Is this the reward that 
you want for all that you do? 

If you seek the reward of this life then Allah (swt) will give it to you, and if you seek the 
reward of the next life then Allah (swt) will give it to you. Now we are not saying that you should 
forsake this world. Allah (swt) has allotted a portion of this world to you and you should take it. 
You should take it and you should be grateful to Him (swt). But you should not seek this world as 
the reward of your actions. This world is not worthy enough of you. You are a soul to whom even 
the angels prostrated to, so your soul deserves much more than this lowly world. You deserve 
the Hereafter. You deserve the Garden. So even though we should take the portion of this world 
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that Allah (swt) gives to us and we should not become ascetics, we should not desire this world 
as the reward for our actions. Everything that we do, every act of worship and servitude that we 
perform for Allah (swt), we should perform it desiring the Hereafter. The Hereafter is where we 
can find the true reward for all that we do. It is eternal. It is pure bliss. May Allah (swt) make us 
among those who yearn for it! 

Notice how by telling us what was in the hearts of the fighters, Allah (swt) also makes 
this battle relevant for us. Allah (swt) tells us here how some of the Muslims desired the reward 
of this world, and how some of them desired the reward of the Hereafter. After the battle was 
over Allah (swt) told them what was in their hearts through these ayahs. Through these ayahs 
Allah (swt) also makes the battle relevant for us. Many of us will never fight a battle in open 
combat. But each and every one of us is faced with the choice of if we want to seek this life or 
the Hereafter for the works that we do. This is a choice that is faced by each and every single 
one of us. We all strive hard throughout our lives. But do we want the Hereafter or do we want 
this world? Do we want to work for Allah (swt) or do we want to work for ourselves? Do we 
choose Allah (swt) or do we choose ourselves? We are faced with the same decision as the 
Muslims fighters were faced with on the day of Uhud. Thus Allah (swt) makes this ayah relevant 
for our lives by not only relating to us what happened during the battle but also by telling us 
what was happening in the hearts of the Muslims during the battle. 

From this fact we can see once again the depth of the meaning in each ayah of the 
Quran. In one way this ayah was very relevant for those Muslims soldiers after the battle of 
Uhud, but in another way it is very relevant for every single Muslim who reads it today. We are 
all faced with the decision that they were faced with. We are all faced with the choice of if we 
want this world or the next as a reward for the deeds that we do. The Muslims on the day of 
Uhud were also faced with this choice and some of them made the wrong choice. So in this ayah 
Allah (swt) censures them for their mistake and He (swt) also gives a warning for all of the 
Muslim generations who would come after them not to make the same mistake again. Thus this 
ayah was true for them as it is true for us. 
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In the final part of the ayah Allah (swt) says, "We will reward the grateful". Allah 
(swt) created us so that we could be grateful to Him (swt). The only purpose of our existence is 
to show gratitude to Allah (swt) for all that He (swt) has done for us. If we can do this, if we can 
rise above our petty selves, and look to our Creator and Sustainer, then of a surety He (swt) will 
reward us for that. The only worth of a human being is when he can rise above serving his lusts 
and desires to serving his Creator and Sustainer. Because only Allah (swt) is the Real and the 
True and everything else besides Him (swt) is an illusion. Allah (swt) is the Source of everything 
that you have so gratitude to Him (swt) is an obligation. If you can realize this fact, if you can 
bring yourself to serve Allah (swt) rather than serving your desires, then Allah (swt) will reward 
you. Allah (swt) will reward you both in this life and in the Hereafter. Insha Allah you will get the 
good of this world and the good of the Hereafter. You may enjoy of the reward that Allah (swt) 
gives you in this life, as long as it is permissible in His (swt)'s Law, but you should always hope 
for the reward in the Hereafter. The Hereafter is what we should all yearn for. The Garden and 
the Pleasure of Allah (swt) is what we should cry for. And we should never ever sacrifice our 
Hereafter for the sake of this world. This world can never even compare to the Hereafter, if only 
we knew. May Allah (swt) set our sights on the Hereafter, and may He (swt) make it what we 
seek with each and every one of the actions that we do! 
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147. And how many a prophet has there been that fought with him many Ribbuyna, 
then they did not lose Sabr because of anything that befell them in the Path of Allah, 
and they did not weaken and they did not demean themselves. And Allah loves those 
who have Sabr. 

In the previous ayahs Allah (swt) commented on the behavior of the Muslims after the 
battle of Uhud. Allah (swt) reminded them that the Prophet (saw) was only a messenger and that 
messengers have passed away before him (saw). Even if the Prophet (saw) passes away, the 
responsibility of carrying this Message is still on their shoulders. So they were wrong in 
considering abandoning the battle when they had thought that the Prophet (saw) had been 
killed. After criticizing the Muslims, in this ayah Allah (swt) consoles them by reminding them of 
others like them in the past who were faced with similar trials and hardships. Allah (swt) always 
consoles when He (swt) criticizes because He (swt) Knows how weak our hearts are. 

Allah (swt) begins by asking a question "And how many a prophet has there been 
that fought with him many Ribbuyna!'. There is no adequate translation in English for the 
word Ribbuyna. On the one hand it means those Muslims who are knowledgeable and learned 
in the Din. So it gives the meaning of scholars in the Din. On the other hand it also means those 
Muslims who have devoted themselves completely to Allah (swt). So it gives the meaning of 
those who spend their entire lives seeking the Pleasure of Allah (swt), every single action that 
they do is only to seek the Pleasure of Allah (swt). Both of these meanings are present in the 
word Ribbuyna. It means those who are learned in the Din and it also means those who are 
dedicated to Allah (swt) in everything that they do. 
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In this ayah Allah (swt) asks the Sahabah how many a prophet has there been who 
fought alongside with them many Ribbuyna. By asking this question, Allah (swt) is telling them 
that there have been many prophets who have fought alongside with them many Ribbuyna. 
Thus Allah (swt) showed the Sahabah how they were not alone. The Sahabah were Ribbuyna 
and they fought alongside the Prophet (saw). They were men and women who were dedicated to 
learning the Din, to teaching it to others, and to striving to establish it in the land. Allah (swt) 
shows them here that they are not alone. There had been many other prophets before the 
Prophet (saw) and there had been many other Ribbuyna before the Sahabah. These Ribbuyna 
fought alongside their prophets just like the Sahabah fought alongside the Prophet (saw). Thus 
this ayah is a consolation that lets the Sahabah know that they are not alone in their struggles 
and in their sufferings. Those who walked the path of dawah and jihad before them had to strive 
in a similar manner and they too had to undergo many difficulties. When you know that there 
were others like you who had to suffer and struggle just as you did, and you also know that they 
made it thought such difficulties, does that not give you the resolve to press forward as well? 

One lesson that we can take from this part of the ayah is to see the correct place of 
scholars and of learned men in the Din. What does Allah (swt) describe the Ribbuyna as doing 
in this ayah? Are they hiding in a monastery with their books? Have they completely detached 
themselves from the world and from the people? Are they content just with studying Islam and 
not doing anything about it? Are they just walking books who never implement with actions the 
knowledge that they have? No, rather Allah (swt) describes the Ribbuyna here as the ones who 
are fighting alongside their prophet. So that is the correct place of the scholar in Islam. The true 
Muslim scholar must be among those who are striving to establish the Law of Allah (swt) in the 
land. They have to strive and struggle with every means available at their disposal. They have to 
strive with their tounge and they have to strive with their pen. They must not keep silent when 
the Law of Allah (swt) is not implemented and when the Muslims are being oppressed. That is 
why you will find that most of the real scholars in our Ummah today are either in jail or they have 
been martyred. It is only the pretenders and the hypocrites who are allowed to go on television 
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and address the Ummah. It is mostly the hypocrites and the pretenders who give talks in 
conferences. The ones who will not speak against the government. The ones who will not call for 
a return to Islam. So the true scholar in Islam must benefit from the knowledge that he has. This 
knowledge must cause him to fear Allah (swt). This fear must cause him to work to establish the 
Law of Allah (swt) in the land and to spread the Message of Allah (swt) to the people. Such were 
the Ribbuyna who strived in the path of Allah (swt) before us. May Allah (swt) allow us to be 
like them! 

In the next part of the ayah Allah (swt) describes the Ribbuyna by telling us how "they 
did lose Sabr because of anything that befell them in the Path of Allah". The Arabic 
word wahn that Allah (swt) uses in this part of the ayah means to lose strength and to lose 
determination. It means to give in to the pressure. So basically it means to lose Sabr. It means to 
lose that perseverance and that drive to continue forward. So Allah (swt) describes the 
Ribbuyna as those who never lost Sabr. No matter what happened to them as they struggled in 
the Path of Allah (swt), no matter what happened they kept on going. Notice how this fact is 
especially relevant for the Muslims who fought in Uhud. The ones who had almost abandoned the 
fighting when they saw that the Muslims were losing and when they thought that the Prophet 
(saw) had been killed. Allah (swt) gives for them the example of these Ribbuyna who fought in 
His (swt)'s path before they did. They were among those who never gave up on. Whatever 
happened to them, no matter what calamity befell them, they kept on going. No matter how 
difficult it became or no matter how long the road ahead seemed they kept on going. This is 
whom Allah (swt) wants the Sahabah to be like. This is whom He (swt) wants us to be like. 

There is a lesson for us as well in these Ribbuyna. We have already emphasized how 
this path of dawah and jihad is by no means easy. You have to be ready to strive to the utmost 
of your ability and you must be able to endure the most difficult of trials. But from this ayah you 
can see how you can take consolation from the fact that you are not alone. There have been 
others who strove and struggled jut like you do. There are others who have gone through the 
same difficulties that you are going through. They worked to the best of their ability in the path 
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of Allah (swt) and they did not lose Sabr. They did not lose their determination to keep on 
striving for the sake of Allah (swt). So Allah (swt) is telling you in this ayah that you must be just 
like them. Your Sabr must be like an ocean that has no end. You have to be able to give more 
and more of it as the trials and the tribulations keep on coming. You have to keep on going and 
never give up. May Allah (swt) give us the enabling grace, we cannot do it without Him (swt)! 

Then Allah (swt) says "and they did not weaken". Once again Allah (swt) shows us 
how these Ribbuyna did not lose strength. This dawah has no room for weaklings. This dawah 
has no room for those who cannot wake up for Fajr. This dawah has no room for those who 
cannot keep the fast in Ramadan. This dawah has no room for those who cannot lower their 
gaze. This dawah has no room for those who cannot remember Allah (swt) throughout their 
days. This dawah has no room for those who are weak and who allow themselves to be tempted 
by the life of this world. Allah (swt) describes the Ribbuyna in this ayah as those who did not 
weaken, those who did not lose their strength to keep on striving and struggling in the Path of 
Allah (swt). Now we as human beings are weak creatures, Allah (swt) has told us in the Quran 
that He (swt) has created the human as weak. So for us not to be weak is to go against our 
nature. For us to obey the command of Allah (swt) in this ayah is for us to go against our nature. 
So realize now that this is not easy. You have to go against what you feel like doing, you have to 
go against what your body says. A part of you wants to become lazy, a part of you wants to give 
in. A part of you just wants to remain idle as the minutes pass by. But you have to fight this 
feeling. As Allah (swt) describes the Ribbuyna as doing in this ayah you cannot weaken. May 
Allah (swt) help us! 

Then Allah (swt) says "and they did not demean themselves". This means that they 
did not humiliate themselves by surrendering to the enemy. During the battle of Uhud some 
Muslims wanted to surrender when they thought that the Prophet (saw) had been killed. They 
did not see the point of going on now that their beloved (saw) was no longer with them. They 
wanted to give up. Allah (swt) tells them in this part of the ayah that He (swt) does not like that. 
To surrender yourself to the enemy is to humiliate yourself and to debase yourself before him. 
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How can one who has dedicated himself to the service of Allah (swt) surrender in such a way to 
one who dedicated himself to serving his lusts and desires? Remember now Who it is that you 
live for and remember now what it is that they live for. They are just animals who live for the 
gratification of their desires while you live for the Lord and Master of the universe. Do you want 
to go begging and pleading to them? Think about who they are and think about Who your Rabb 
IS! You have before you the Lord and Master of the universe, why then do you want to turn 
away from Him (swt) and toward a people who are lower than animals? 

One lesson that we can take from this is to see how Allah (swt) does not like us when we 
turn to those who are heedless of Him (swt). When we seek help of those who are heedless of 
Him (swt). For us to turn to such people is for us to demean ourselves. Allah (swt) created us 
for a high and noble purpose, to be His (swt)'s dedicated servants. Allah (swt) chose us out of all 
mankind for this role. How then can we as an Ummah go to the disbelievers? For us to surrender 
to them in battle is wrong, and for us to surrender the way of life that Allah (swt) chose for us 
for their way of life is also wrong. If we do so then we are demeaning and abasing our own 
selves. So do not take anything from their culture, from their way of life and even from their way 
of thinking. Do you want to be like an animal when Allah (swt) created you and chose you to be 
close to Him (swt)? Do you want to abase yourself like that? May Allah (swt) save us! 

Finally Allah (swt) reminds us once again that "Allah loves those who have Sabr". 
What we are being asked to do is by no means easy. We have to remind ourselves of this fact 
again and again because when Shaitan deceives us into thinking that it is easy that is when we 
allow ourselves to become lazy. It takes Sabr. It takes patience and perseverance. Just like a 
horse that never tires you have to keep on going. You have to believe that you can do it. You 
have to believe because your Creator and your Sustainer has told you that you can do it and He 
(swt) will never place on a soul a burden more than it can bear. It is difficult, but what you must 
also remember is the great reward that you will get if you do it. The great reward that you will 
get even if you try your best to do it. The Love of Allah (swt). To bask in the Love of Allah (swt). 
Can you even begin to understand what it means to have the Love of Allah (swt)? All that you 
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have to do get the Love of Allah (swt) is to have Sabr. How wonderful is that? What more can we 
say about that? 

So in this ayah we see how Allah (swt) consoles the Muslims after the battle of Uhud. 
Allah (swt) tells them how there were others who strove and struggled before them and who 
went through difficulties just like they did. Just as the Muslims were in need of criticism because 
of their lack of Sabr and Taqwa, they were also in need of consolation. Just imagine what it was 
like being a Muslim soldier on the day of Uhud. After being so close to victory, you now find 
yourself faced with defeat. You see the enemy approaching you on all sides. You see other 
Muslims abandoning their posts and running away. You see your Muslim brothers fallen on the 
sand by your feet, their clothes soaked in blood. Then after all of this you learn that your beloved 
(saw) has been killed. Your connection with your Lord and Master and your reason for being has 
been severed. Can you even imagine what it was like? Can you even begin to understand the 
kind of patience that was required of them? What would you have done if you were in their 
situation? If you do not even have enough Sabr to wake up for Fajr or to lower your gaze when 
you see a beautiful woman how do you think that you can have Sabr if you find yourself in such 
a situation? Know that there were many Ribbuyna who have come before you and they have 
struggled and strived in this dawah much harder than you have. Realize now the high standards 
that Allah (swt) has set for you. How you can even hope to compete with them? You have to try. 
We have to try. Life is nothing but this struggle. May Allah (swt) help us! May Allah (swt) allow 
us to even come close to those Muslims who fought and struggled with all that they had on the 
day of Uhud! They were the best of generations and all we can hope is to even approach their 
station with Him (swt)! 
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148. And they did not speak except that they said "Our Rabb forgive for us our sins, 
and our excesses in our affairs, and make firm our feet, and help us against the 
people who do kufr". 

In this ayah Allah (swt) continues to describe for us the Ribbuyna. We learned from the 
previous ayah how these were learned men who had devoted themselves completely to Allah 
(swt). They were the ones who fought in jihad alongside their prophet. They fought to establish 
the Law of Allah (swt) in the land and to spread the Message of Allah (swt) to mankind. They 
dedicated their lives to Allah (swt). They gave their minds to learn the Din of Allah (swt) and they 
gave their bodies to fight in the path of Allah (swt). This is how we should try to be as well, 
because as we can see from these ayahs Allah (swt) is pleased with such people and the 
Pleasure of Allah (swt) is the goal of our existence. In this ayah Allah (swt) continues to describe 
those whom He (swt) is pleased with. So contemplate on this description and try your best to be 
like this. 

Allah (swt) describes the Ribbuyna in this ayah by telling us how "And they did not 
speak except that they said "Our Rabb forgive for us our sins, and our excesses in our 
affairs, and make firm our feet, and help us against the people who do kufr" ". This 
was the prayer that the Ribbuyna made. When calamities befell them, they did not complain. 
When they were faced with difficulties, they did not make excuses. No matter what happened to 
them, they did not say anything. All that they said was this beautiful prayer. This was all that 
they spoke. Now let us look at this prayer. 

First notice how they call on Allah (swt) as "Rabb". Here it means Lord and Master, as 
well as Creator and Nurturer. The One Whom you depend on for everything. So we see that 
before they ask Allah (swt) for anything, they first and foremost praise Him (swt) and glorify Him 



(swt) by addressing Him (swt) with this title. It is similar to how a king is addressed with the 
phrase "your highness", but with far more respect and awe. By calling on Allah (swt) as "Rabb", 
they also acknowledge their complete dependence and need on Him (swt). 

Then notice how before they ask Allah (swt) for anything else they first ask Allah (swt) to 
forgive for them their sins. How can you even approach Allah (swt) when you are tainted with 
sins? How would Allah (swt) grant you anything when He (swt) is displeased with you? So 
before you ask Allah (swt) for anything, you first have to beg and plead of Him (swt) to forgive 
for you your sins. Notice even the way in which you ask Allah (swt) for this. You are asking Him 
(swt) of this as it is something that He (swt) must do for you. As a favor that He (swt) must do 
for you. This is how the Ribbuyna asked of Allah (swt) to forgive their sins. They knew that they 
did not deserve their sins to be forgiven but rather it was only though a great favor and blessing 
of Allah (swt) that He (swt) forgives them their sins. How many sins have you committed? How 
desperately are you in need of the forgiveness of Allah (swt)? So just like the Ribbuyna you too 
must also be constantly begging Allah (swt) to forgive for you your sins. 

One lesson that we can take from this part of the ayah is that we should always be 
asking Allah (swt) to forgive our sins. Some scholars have noted that even when we do a good 
deed we should still ask Allah (swt) to forgive us. Because no matter how a pious a deed that we 
may do, and no matter how much sincerity that it may have, it can never be worthy enough for 
Allah (swt). All of our deeds have shortcomings, some that we are aware of and some that we 
are not even aware of. Allah (swt), the Perfect One, the Sublime One, the One Who created us 
and gave us all that we have deserves much more than we can ever give Him (swt). So even 
when we do a good deed we must still seek forgiveness of Him (swt). 

In his tafsir of this ayah Sayyid Qutb asks us to note how humble these Ribbuyna are 
before Allah (swt). They are already fighting for Allah (swt) in the path of Allah (swt). Still they 
do not ask Allah (swt) for victory first. Even though they are fighting for Allah (swt), they do not 
ask Him (swt) first for victory. Rather first they praise Him (swt) and then they ask Him (swt) to 
forgive them. This was because they realized who they were and they realized Who Allah (swt) 
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IS. Allah (swt) is so Majestic and so Glorious and so Sublime that He (swt) deserves that we do 
everything for Him (swt). He (swt) deserves that we dedicate every moment of our lives to Him 
(swt). Who among us has given every moment of our lives for Allah (swt)? Rather most of us live 
most of our lives for our selves rather than for Him (swt). So while we must always be striving to 
please Allah (swt), we must also always be striving to seek His (swt)'s Forgiveness. We must 
seek His (swt)'s Forgiveness for all those moments that we lived for ourselves instead of living for 
Him (swt). We must humble ourselves before His (swt)'s Majesty and Glory and yearn for His 
(swt)'s pardon and His (swt)'s acceptance. The primary thought that should always be on our 
mind is whether or not Allah (swt) is pleased with us. That is why before we ask for victory in the 
life of this world, and before we ask for the Garden in the Hereafter, we ask Allah (swt) to forgive 
us. That is why the Ribbuyna asked Allah (swt) for Forgiveness before they asked Him (swt) for 
victory. 

Not only do the Ribbuyna ask Allah (swt) to forgive for them their sins but they also 
ask Him (swt) to forgive them "our excesses in our affairs". The word israfXhat Allah (swt) 
uses here means "excesses" or "going over the limit". They ask Allah (swt) to pardon them for all 
of the times in which they have gone beyond the limits. This is general and could apply to any 
such situation. Everything has limits, and Allah (swt) does not like it when we go beyond these 
limits. So in the amount of food that we eat there should be a limit, in the amount we sleep there 
should be a limit, in the amount of wealth that we spend there should be a limit. In everything 
there is a limit and we should not go beyond these limits into excess. This does not mean that 
going into excess is necessarily a sin but when we take too much of this world, then we tend to 
forget about Allah (swt). For example whenever you eat too much or sleep too much, you tend to 
forget about Allah (swt). So such an action may be displeasing to Allah (swt). That is why we 
must ask Him (swt) to forgive for us anytime in which we may have gone beyond these limits. If 
it was displeasing to Allah (swt) in any way for us to go beyond these limits, then we must beg 
Him (swt) for forgiveness. That was how the Ribbuyna were, so concerned were they about 
Allah (swt) not being displeased with them. 
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Then Allah (swt) tells us how they say "make firm our feet". Here Allah (swt) describes 
for us how the Ribbuyna prayed to Allah (swt) to make them constant. It is not enough for us 
only to do good deeds today, rather we also have to pray to Allah (swt) to give us the grace to 
keep doing these good deeds tomorrow. We should pray to Allah (swt) to keep our feet firm on 
this path, we have to pray to Allah (swt) to keep us constant in His (swt)'s obedience. We are all 
human and so we are all weak. When the time of trails come, when the difficulties and the 
hardships come we may all slip and fall. We may give up or we may slacken. That is why we 
must always pray to Allah (swt) to keep us constant in serving Him (swt). That no matter what 
happens we keep on going. We must always pray to Allah (swt) to keep our feet firm on this 
Straight Path that leads to His (swt)'s Pleasure. 

Only in the final part of their prayer do the Ribbuyna say to Allah (swt) "and help us 
against the people who do kufr". The Help of Allah (swt) is victory. Notice once again that 
though the Ribbuyna were fighting for Allah (swt), they do not ask Him (swt) for victory first. 
Rather victory was the last blessing that they asked for. First they praised Allah (swt), then they 
asked Him (swt) for forgiveness, and then they asked Him (swt) to keep them constant in 
obedience to Him (swt). Only after all of this did they ask Him (swt) for victory. This should 
remind us once again of how humble they were before Allah (swt). How they recognized Allah 
(swt) to be everything and they saw themselves to be nothing. Whatever they did for Allah (swt), 
they never thought it to be enough and they always wanted to do more and more. 

We also see in this ayah how the Ribbuyna recognized who their enemies were. Their 
enemies were the ones who do kufr. The ones who reject Allah (swt)'s Message when they know 
that it is the Truth. They knew that their mission in life was to fight those who fight the Message 
of Allah (swt). So it is important for us to realize that there is this conflict between good and evil. 
This conflict between Truth and falsehood. So realize that you have enemies and realize that you 
must always be striving against them. 
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149. So Allah gave them the reward of this world, and the excellent reward of the 
Hereafter. And Allah loves the Mohsineen. 

In the previous ayahs we learned about the Ribbuyna. Men and women who dedicated 
themselves to the worship and servitude of Allah (swt). Everything that they did was only to seek 
the Pleasure of Allah (swt). They spent their days gaining knowledge of this Din and striving to 
establish it in the land and to they also spent their days in carrying this Message to mankind. 

Even though they dedicated everything that they had for Allah (swt), they never saw anything 
that they did as much. They were always asking Allah (swt) to forgive them and they were 
always thinking about their sins and their shortcomings. Whatever calamities befell them, they 
never lost their Sabr. However difficult the struggle became, they never gave up. These are the 
ones whom Allah (swt) loves. These are the ones whom we should try to be like. In this ayah 
Allah (swt) tells us what will be our reward if we can be like these Ribbuyna . 

Allah (swt) says "So Allah gave them the reward of this world". Notice the Arabic 
word fa with which Allah (swt) begins this ayah. This word shows us that their reward is a direct 
consequence of their behavior which Allah (swt) described for us in the previous ayahs. Because 
they were the way that Allah (swt) had described them in the previous ayahs that is why He 
(swt) gives them this reward in this ayah. First Allah (swt) promises them the reward in this 
world. First and foremost the reward in this world is being guided by Allah (swt) to Him (swt). To 
be guided by Allah (swt) onto the Straight Path, that is the best of rewards in the life of this 
world. Then there is the peace and tranquility that comes from walking on this Path. It is 
knowing that you have nothing to fear except Allah (swt) and it is knowing that nothing will 
grieve you as long as Allah (swt) is not displeased with you. Such is a peace and tranquility that 
only the true believer can experience. This is part of the reward of Allah (swt) for His (swt)'s 
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righteous servants in the life of this world. The reward of Allah (swt) also includes the provisions 
of this world. Allah (swt) gives of this world to whomsoever He (swt) pleases without measure. 
The reward in this world also includes providing a way out of every difficulty and a cure for all 
diseases and troubles. So if you are obedient to Allah (swt), then He (swt) will take care of all 
your needs and He (swt) will protect you from all harm. Any difficulty that comes to you will only 
be a test for which you can be rewarded or a means of removing your sins. In the end, you will 
be stronger because of it. Finally the reward of Allah (swt) in the life of this world is victory for 
the Muslims. To see the Islamic State return and to see the Law of Allah (swt) implemented in 
the land once again. To see the end of oppression and to see the return of justice. To see the 
end of suffering and depravation and to see the return of provisions and wealth for all the 
people. This too is part of the reward of Allah (swt) for His (swt)'s righteous servants in the life of 
this world. Allah (swt) tells us in this ayah how He (swt) gave all of this to the Ribbuyna who 
strove hard in His (swt)' cause. 

What a great reward has Allah (swt) promised for us in the life of this world? Can 
anything be better than this? Yes because Allah (swt) says in the next part of the ayah "and the 
excellent reward of the Hereafter". The reward in the life of this world is good, but the 
reward in the Hereafter is much better. That is why Allah (swt) describes the reward in the 
Hereafter as "excellent" but He (swt) does not use this adjective to describe the reward in this 
world. This shows how much better is that reward. How can the reward of this world compare to 
the reward in the Hereafter? Yes there are pleasures in this world but the pleasures of the 
Hereafter are much greater. Yes there are provisions in this world but the provisions of the 
Hereafter are much better. Yes there is peace in this world but the peace in the Hereafter is far 
more tranquil. That is why we must always yearn for the reward in the Hereafter and not the 
reward in this world. We have to trust in our Lord when He (swt) tells us that He (swt) has 
something much better in store for us. The reward that Allah (swt) Himself has called "the 
excellent reward". When Allah (swt) describes at such then how excellent must it be. There is 
simply no comparison. May Allah (swt) make us worthy of it! 
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Finally Allah (swt) ends this ayah by saying "And Allah loves the Mohsineerf. The 
Mohsineen a re those who serve Allah (swt) as though they see Him (swt). They are so certain 
of Allah (swt) and they are so certain of the fact that Fie (swt) Sees them that they perform 
every act of worship and servitude as though they see Allah (swt). They perform every action for 
Allah (swt) and they perform every action to the best of their ability. They are also very careful to 
avoid all of the actions that Allah (swt) is displeased with. This is the absolute certainty that they 
have to the Presence of Allah (swt). They can "feel" the Divine Presence. This is how certain they 
are of their Creator. This certainty that they have then translates into the actions that are 
pleasing to Allah (swt). They are so certain of Him (swt) that for every moment they strive to do 
only that which is pleasing to Him (swt). This is why Fie (swt) loves them. This is who the 
Ribbuyna were. Allah (swt) gave them reward in this world and reward in the Hereafter because 
He (swt) loves them. 

Do you not want Allah (swt) to reward you as well? You know now what you have to do 
get His (swt)'s Love. You have to be among those who always remember Allah (swt). You have 
to be among those who always think of Allah (swt). When you realize the Absolute Reality of 
Allah (swt) then you will see what an illusion this world is. When you are certain of Allah (swt) 
that is when you will have the strength to be patient. When you are certain of Allah (swt) that is 
when you will have the willpower and determination to keep going. Nothing else in this world 
matters except Allah (swt). Nothing else matters except that we strive at every moment to try 
and please Him (swt). This life is nothing but a quest to gain His (swt)'s Pleasure. May Allah (swt) 
give us the enabling grace to act on this knowledge that we have! We are only successful by the 
Grace and Mercy of Allah (swt)! 
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150. 0 you who believe if you obey the ones who do kufr they will turn you back on 
your heels, and so you will turn back as losers. 

In the previous ayahs Allah (swt) gave us lessons to take from what happened during the 
battle of Uhud. In this ayah Allah (swt) comments on the events that happened after the battle. 
Just as there are many lessons to be taken from what happened during the battle, there are also 
many lessons to be taken from what happened in the aftermath of the battle. This battle was the 
first time in which the Muslims had suffered a major defeat. Just like there were lessons to be 
learned from victory, there were also lessons to be learned from defeat. How should we as a 
nation think and behave when we have been defeated? Should we ever consider giving in to 
those who defeated us? Should we ever even think about giving up our Din? 

Allah (swt) begins this ayah by saying "O you who believe if you obey the ones who 
do kufr they will turn you back on your heels". After the Muslims were defeated in Uhud, 
the hypocrites and the Jews in Madinah saw a golden opportunity to destroy Islam once and for 
all. These enemies of Islam saw an Ummah that had been defeated. An Ummah whose 
confidence in Islam had been shaken. An Ummah that was hurt and an Ummah that felt 
vulnerable. They saw a defeated nation after the battle of Uhud and this for them was a golden 
opportunity. 

So after the Muslims were defeated both the Jews and the hypocrites went to them and 
told them to give up on their struggle. They told them to abandon the dawah and to abandon the 
Prophet (saw). They told them to give up on this mission that Allah (swt) had given them to 
establish His (swt)'s Law in the land and to carry His (swt)'s Message to mankind. They reminded 
the Muslims of their defeat. They reminded the Muslims as to how hopeless their cause was. It is 
impossible. You will never succeed. Your enemies are too many and too powerful while you are 
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too few and too weak. You will only know defeat. You will see pain and death. These were a few 
of the words that they whispered into the ears of the Muslims after the battle. What should the 
Muslims do when they find themselves in such a situation? Should they listen to the words of 
these Jews and hypocrites? It is for such a situation that Allah (swt) revealed this ayah. 

In this ayah Allah (swt) clearly tells the Muslims that if they were to obey the ones who 
do kufr they will turn them back on their heels. The Muslims are walking on the Straight Path 
that leads to the Pleasure of Allah (swt). What these people want to do is to turn the Muslims 
around 180 degrees. These enemies of Islam want to turn the Muslims in the complete opposite 
direction from the direction in which they had been walking. So instead of walking towards the 
Pleasure of Allah (swt), they want to turn the Muslims around so that they walk away from the 
Pleasure of Allah (swt). If you are not journeying towards Allah (swt) then you should know that 
you are journeying towards darkness and destruction. Allah (swt) created each and every single 
one of us to journey towards Him (swt). If we turn away from this path then we should know 
that we are headed for our destruction. So Allah (swt) is telling the Muslims in this ayah that if 
they obey the ones who do kufr, they will turn them into the ones who do kufr as well. If they 
are obeyed, they will turn the Muslims into kuffar. Can you even begin to imagine how disastrous 
that would be? 

What will be the fate of those who obey the kuffar and who allow themselves to be 
turned into kuffar? Allah (swt) says in the next part of the ayah "so you will turn back as 
losers". Allah (swt) is not simply speaking here about losing your Iman, but He (swt) is speaking 
here about losing His (swt)'s Love and Mercy. What does it mean to lose the Love and Mercy of 
Allah (swt)? Can you even begin to imagine what it means for a creature like you who is 
dependent on Allah (swt) for everything to lose His (swt)'s Love and Mercy? What will be your 
fate both in this life and in the Hereafter? When you know that there is a Garden and a Fire, 
which of these two places do you think that you will end for all eternity if you have lost the Love 
and Mercy of Allah (swt)? So realize now the terrible consequences of obeying the ones who do 
kufr. May Allah (swt) save us from ever obeying or following them! 
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Sayyid Qutb asks us to note in his tafsir of this ayah that there is no middle ground in 
this battle between those who believe in Allah (swt)'s Message and those who do kufr to it. You 
either obey the enemies of this Message or you do not. If you obey them in any one thing then 
you have obeyed them in everything. They are your enemies so you cannot compromise with 
them in anything. You cannot give in to them even one bit. So for example if they tell you that 
Islam is oppressive against women and that women in Islam should be given all of the rights and 
privileges that men have, and you then obey them by agreeing with them on this point then you 
have already fallen. Even if you agree with them on this one point then you have already failed in 
your mission. You have already turned on your heels and started walking away from the Pleasure 
of Allah (swt). So if you obey them in one matter, it is as if you have obeyed them in all matters. 
There is no middle ground. There is no compromise. The way of life that Allah (swt) has 
prescribed for us is one and only. We do not need to adopt any concepts or any institutions from 
the enemies of this Message. We do not need to obey them in anything. Allah (swt) Knows best 
what is the place of men and what is the place of women. We simply submit to His (swt)'s rulings 
because He (swt) is the Master and we are the slaves. We do need the enemies of this Message 
telling us how to live. We do not need to obey them in anything. If you think that we can follow 
the West in some matters or we can adopt some ideas or concepts from them, then remember 
the threat that Allah (swt) has given you in this ayah. If you start copying from the West and 
start taking ideas from them and listening to what they have to say, then do not be surprised if 
you turn kufr or if your children turn kufr. What then will be your fate and the fate of your 
children in the Hereafter? So if you want to follow them in anything then put your hand over a 
flame and see if you can have patience with it for even a moment. Then realize that your whole 
body will be immersed in this for all eternity. Allah (swt) has clearly given us the warning but 
how many will pay heed? 
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151. But Allah is your Protector and He is the Best of Helpers. 

In the previous ayah Allah (swt) warned us about obeying the ones who do kufr to this 
Message. Allah (swt) warned us about obeying those who would reject this Message when they 
knew that it was the Truth. If we should obey them in anything then they would turn us away 
from Allah (swt). They may speak to us as if they have our best interests in mind. Just as the 
Jews and the hypocrites in Madinah spoke when they advised the Muslims to surrender. They 
would almost convince the Muslims that surrender is the best option. What these devils would 
choose not to tell the Muslims is that to surrender is to turn away from Allah (swt). It is to turn 
back on your heels on the path that you are walking. All of us are journeying to Allah (swt) on 
this Straight Path. To follow or obey the ones who do kufr is to turn away from this Path. If the 
Muslims truly realized this, if we truly realized this then we would never even think about obeying 
them. Why? Because the one who comprehends the true reality of this universe knows that 
nothing can compare to Allah (swt). The one who truly understands knows that there is nothing 
besides Allah (swt). Only those who are heedless of Allah (swt). Only those who have doubts 
about Allah (swt). They are the ones who want to compromise with the enemies of this Message. 
They are the ones who want to give up on this struggle and adopt the ways of our enemies. So 
for us to be constant on this Path we have to always remind ourselves of Allah (swt). 

Who is Allah (swt)? Allah (swt) reminds us in this ayah when He (swt) says "Allah is 
your Protector and He is the Best of Helpers". Allah (swt) reminds the Muslims in this ayah 
that He (swt) is their Protector and that He (swt) is their Helper. How can you even consider 
surrender when you have Allah (swt) as your Protector and your Helper? Can any enemy harm 
you when you have the Lord and Master of the universe protecting you? Is there any army that 
you cannot defeat when you have the Lord and Master of the universe helping you? This is Who 
Allah (swt) IS. He (swt) is the Protector and the Helper of the true and sincere believers. Such is 
the Absolute Reality and such is His (swt)'s relationship to you. 
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So Allah (swt) reminds us in this ayah how we should never even consider turning away 
from Him (swt). It is only because of fear that we might be tempted into obeying the ones who 
do kufr. They might try to make us afraid by telling us that to surrender and to give in is our only 
chance of survival. They might say that Islam is for the past and that it is not applicable for the 
modern world. They might say that it is not feasible to establish the Islamic State in the modern 
world. They might say that jihad is not possible in the era of modern warfare and nuclear 
weapons. Of course these are all lies and deceptions. The bottom line is that they do not want to 
see this Din become dominant once again. They will tell the Muslims whatever lies that they can 
think in order to make us give up in this struggle. So should we listen to them? Should we fear 
the consequences that they are telling us of? In this ayah Allah (swt) reminds us why we have no 
reason to fear. Allah (swt) is always protecting and helping all of the members of this Ummah 
when they are sincerely working for Him (swt). So we have no reason to obey the ones who do 
kufr, no matter what they say or no matter how they might try to trick us. So think now about 
Allah (swt). Think about He (swt) is describing Himself to you as your Protector and your Helper. 
Think about the kind of Being that He (swt) IS. He (swt) is the Best of Protectors and He (swt) is 
the Best of Helpers. How can the creation harm you when the Creator is your Protector? How can 
the creation overcome you when the Creator is your Helper? When He (swt) tells you that this is 
the best course of action to follow, how then can you doubt Him (swt)? May Allah (swt) help us 
to realize Who He (swt) IS! May Allah (swt) save us from obeying the ones who do kufr to His 
(swt)'s Message! May Allah (swt) save us from the hypocrites in our own Ummah who are 
heedless of Him (swt)! 
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152. We will cast terror into the hearts of the ones who do kufr because they made 
shirk with Allah when He had sent no authority for it, their abode is the Fire and evil 
is the abode of the Dhalimoon. 

In the previous ayahs Allah (swt) reminded the Muslims that if they were to obey the 
ones who do kufr, then these enemies of this Message will turn them away from Him (swt). Their 
words may be sweet and they may say to you that which pleases you, but their goal is only to 
take you away from Allah (swt). They have turned away from Allah (swt) themselves and they 
seek to take you away from Him (swt) as well. Just the fact that they have turned away from 
Allah (swt) should make you want to never follow or obey them in anything. When you know 
Allah (swt), when you realize Allah (swt), then how can you follow or obey the ones who are 
heedless of Him (swt). In this ayah Allah (swt) gives you yet another reason why you should 
never follow or obey these people. 

Allah (swt) says, "We will cast terror into the hearts of the ones who do kufr". 

Now we know that the Quraysh were victorious at the battle of Uhud. They had routed the 
Muslim army and they were advancing on the Muslim positions. They penetrated so deep into the 
ranks of the Muslim army that they were even able to injure the Prophet (saw). Now the 
objective of the Quraysh when they had launched their offensive was to capture Madinah. They 
wanted to conquer the Islamic State and destroy it once and for all. So if they were winning the 
battle why then were they not able to meet this objective? In the end not a single soldier from 
the Quraysh army ever set foot inside Madinah. Why was this? As Allah (swt) tells us in this ayah 
it is because He (swt) cast terror into their hearts. The Quraysh were terrified of the Muslims. 
Even when they were winning and when they were on the offensive, they were terrified of the 
Muslims. This is a terror that Allah (swt) Himself had cast into their hearts. Because of this fear in 
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their hearts, they had the opportunity to capture Madinah but they did not seize this opportunity. 
Instead they returned back to Makkah empty handed. Thus we see how Allah (swt) protected the 
Muslims even when they were the losing side in the battle. 

Why did Allah (swt) cast this terror into their hearts? He (swt) says in the next part of 
the ayah "because they made shirk with Allah when He had sent no authority for it". 
Only the people who make shirk with Allah (swt) do kufr to this Message. In other words the only 
ones who reject this Message when they know that it is the Truth are the ones who associate 
partners with Allah (swt). They worship or serve something besides Allah (swt). They may 
worship an idol instead of Allah (swt) or they may serve a king instead of Allah (swt). They may 
worship some holy man or some saint by praying at their grave or by respecting them as one 
should only respect Allah (swt). Or they may be among those who serve their own desires by 
doing whatever it is that their desires prompt them to do instead of controlling their desires by 
the Law of Allah (swt). All of these are different forms of shirk. These people perform shirk when 
Allah (swt) has sent down no authority for it. In other words Allah (swt) has not given them the 
permission to commit such heinous acts. This entire universe belongs to Allah (swt) and so we 
are not allowed to do anything in it without His (swt)'s explicit permission. Once you realize this 
fact then you will see that you can do not anything without the permission of Allah (swt). What 
right do you have to worship an idol besides Allah (swt)? What right do you have to obey a king 
or a president instead of Allah (swt)? Allah (swt) did not give you permission to do that, He (swt) 
has sent down no authority for it. Does that president or that king have permission from Allah 
(swt) to rule over a portion of His (swt)'s earth? What right do they have to rule this earth that 
belongs to Allah (swt) according to their vain desires instead of according to the Law of Allah 
(swt)? Because these people have made shirk without the authority of Allah (swt) that is why 
they have earned His (swt)'s Wrath. That is why He (swt) casts terror into their hearts. This 
terror that they felt was a direct consequence of their rejecting this Message that they knew to 
be true. It was a direct consequence of their shirk. May Allah (swt) save us from this fear! May 
Allah (swt) save us from ever being like these people! 


211 



Sayyid Qutb tells us in his tafsir of this ayah that the ones who do kufr will always be 
terrified of the believers. They will always be scared of the Muslims. This is because they know 
that the Muslims have Allah (swt) on their side and they know that they do not have anyone. 
Would not the soldier who knows that Allah (swt) and the angels are with him have more 
courage than the soldier who knows that he is all alone? So the enemies of this Message will 
always be terrified of us. The only time in which their fear will be removed is if we forget about 
Allah (swt). When we forget about Allah (swt) that is when He (swt) is no longer with us. So 
when our enemies see us to be men just like they are, that is when they will no longer be scared 
of us. But as long as we hold on to our Iman they will know that they are fighting against men 
who have the Lord and Master of the universe with them and so they will be terrified of us. Just 
like the Quraysh were terrified of the Muslims at Uhud, the enemies of this Message will be 
terrified of us today. When we look at the Muslim world today do we see the enemies of this 
Message as being terrified of us in such a way? Are the enemies of this Message scared of the 
Muslims today? Does then the fault for this lie with them or with us? May Allah (swt) save us! 

This terror that Allah (swt) casts into the hearts of the ones who do kufr to this Message 
and the ones who make shirk with Him (swt) is only the punishment in this world. It is only a 
small taste of the punishment that they will receive in the next world. What is the punishment of 
the next world? Allah (swt) says "their abode is the Fire and evil is the abode of the 
Dhalimoon". Their home is the Fire! Most of us cannot even understand what it would be like 
spending a moment in the blaze, can you even begin to imagine what it would be like if such was 
your home? The terror that Allah (swt) had cast into their hearts in the life of this world is 
nothing when compared to the terror that they will feel when they see the Fire. The Fire is a 
monster and it is a monster that is so frightening that the mind of man cannot even generate the 
fear that it deserves. Such will be their home for all eternity. Such is their just reward for turning 
away from Allah (swt). When you truly realize Allah (swt) then you will realize what a great crime 
they did when they turned away from Him (swt). Then you will realize why they are deserving of 
such a terrible punishment. 
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They deserve this punishment because they are the Dhalimoon. The Dhalimoon are 
those who commit injustice and oppression. These people commit the worst of injustice and the 
worst of evil because they turn away from Allah (swt) and they seek to destroy the Message that 
He (swt) has sent. They also seek to take the true and sincere believers in Allah (swt) away from 
Him (swt). They seek to establish on the earth of Allah (swt) that which is pleasing to them and 
not what is pleasing to Him (swt). So not only are these people heedless of Allah (swt) but they 
are also striving and working against the Him (swt). How evil then are such people? This is why 
Allah (swt) refers to them as Dhalimoon. This is why Allah (swt) promises them such a terrible 
punishment. This is why Allah (swt) warns us against them. They knew Allah (swt) and they 
chose to turn away from Him (swt). What kind of a creature turns away from Allah (swt)? Only 
the very worst of creation. Because they are the worst of creation they deserve the worst of 
punishment. May Allah (swt) save us from it! May Allah (swt) save us from it! 

So the lesson that we can take from this ayah is to realize once again how all that we 
need is Allah (swt). If He (swt) is there for us then that is all that we need. He (swt) is the 
solution to all of our problems. In fact the only true problem that we have in life is how we can 
please Him (swt). That should be our only goal in life. That should be our only concern. Now it 
should be clear from the ayahs that we have studied so far how the most pressing concern for 
every believer should be this dawah. This effort to establish Allah (swt)'s Law on the earth and to 
carry His (swt)'s Message to mankind. Once this goal has been made clear to us. Once we realize 
that this is the action we can do which is most pleasing to Him (swt). Then we have to be 
steadfast on this path. We have to continue on this effort. No matter what anyone may say to us. 
No matter who is that is trying to discourage from making this effort. For many of the Sahabah it 
was their own family members who were telling them to give up on this effort. Telling them 
compromise and to stop striving. Allah (swt) told us in these ayahs what would be the 
consequences of that. So this is what we have to save ourselves from. As for the enemies of this 
Message, we see from here that Allah (swt) will take care of them. He (swt) will protect this 
dawah from them. 
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152. And Allah has certainly fulfilled for you His promise when you were slaying them 
with His permission, until you failed and you disputed about the order, and you 
disobeyed after He showed you that which you love. From among you were those 
who desired the life of this world and from among you were those who desired the 
Hereafter. Then He turned you away from them that He might try you. And surely He 
has forgiven you. And Allah is of Great Bounty to the believers. 

In this ayah Allah (swt) continues to comment on what happened during the Battle of 
Uhud. There are countless lessons for the Muslim Ummah in this battle. Both at the time of the 
Prophet (saw) and for all generations after them. In the previous ayahs Allah (swt) consoled us 
by reminding us that there were others who struggled hard in His (swt)'s path just like we do, 
and there were those who were faced with many trials and hardships just like us. But they 
remained strong, why then can we not? Allah (swt) also reminded us how He (swt) would cast 
terror into the hearts of all those who would reject this Message and all those who would seek to 
oppose it. Allah (swt) has done so much for us but have we done enough for Him (swt)? Have 
we fulfilled the conditions that Allah (swt) has given us in this struggle? In this ayah Allah (swt) 
shows us how even the Muslims who were with the Prophet (saw) fell short in their obligations to 
Him (swt). Even the Muslims who were with the Prophet (saw) failed at that moment of trial. If 
weakness overcame them then how much more should we strive and endure to remain strong? 
May Allah (swt) help us for surely we cannot do it without His (swt)'s help! We are the weakest 
and most helpless of creatures without our Lord and Master! 
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Allah (swt) begins this ayah by saying "And Allah has certainly fulfilled for you His 
promise when you were slaying them with His permission". In this part of the ayah Allah 
(swt) reminds the Muslims about what happened during the beginning of the battle of Uhud. In 
the beginning of the battle the Muslims were winning. Allah (swt) promised them that they would 
be victorious if they had Sabr and Taqwa for Him (swt), and that was exactly what was 
happening during the beginning of the battle. Allah (swt) reminds the Muslims of this fact here. 
They were winning and they were killing the enemies of this Message with the permission of 
Allah (swt). This was the promise of Allah (swt) that He (swt) fulfilled for the Muslims. 

But as we know, even though Allah (swt) fulfilled His (swt)'s promise to the Muslims, the 
Muslims did not fulfill their promise to Allah (swt). Allah (swt) says in the next part of the ayah 
"until you failed and you disputed about the order". Allah (swt) had kept His (swt)'s 
promise and the Muslims were winning up until this moment. Then as Allah (swt) describes here 
the Muslims started disputing with each other. As we know this is the moment when the archers 
on the hill were thinking about abandoning their posts. They started arguing with each other as 
to whether they should leave their posts or not. Allah (swt) refers to this moment as the moment 
when they failed. They failed to have Sabr and Taqwa as He (swt) had ordered them to have. 

Not only did they fail Allah (swt), but they also failed the Prophet (saw). The Prophet (saw) had 
specifically told them not to abandon their positions. The Prophet (saw) had told them that no 
matter what happened they were not to abandon their positions. They disputed with each other 
about this order of the Prophet (saw). A few of the archers said that they should remain at their 
posts, but most of them wanted to leave. 

We should notice once again how Allah (swt) criticizes the entire Muslim Ummah because 
of the mistakes of a few of them. The archers who abandoned their posts on the hill were only a 
small fraction of the total Muslim army. But Allah (swt) still treats this as a mistake that the entire 
Muslim Ummah made. This is because we are one nation. We all share the same purpose and we 
all have the same goal. If one of us bleeds, then we all bleed. If one of us errs, then we all err. 
Now this does not mean that we will carry the sin of our Muslim brothers and sisters, but it does 
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show how close Allah (swt) wants our community to be. We should be so close that it should be 
as if we are a single body. This is how the Prophet (saw) described for us to be and so this is 
how Allah (swt) is pleased with us being. May Allah (swt) unite this Ummah into such a body 
once again! 

This also shows us how we are responsible for the mistakes and the shortcomings of our 
brothers and sisters. When you see weaknesses in the practice of your brothers and sisters then 
instead of looking down on them and thinking yourself to better than them you should question 
yourself as to why you did not try to reform them. Why you did not carry dawah to them. When 
a few archers made a mistake during the battle of Uhud, Allah (swt) blamed the entire Muslim 
Ummah. Now look at all the wrong that the Ummah is doing today, do you not at least feel 
partially responsible. Can you not at least make the effort to the best of your ability to correct 
them and show them the right way? 

Then Allah (swt) says "and you disobeyed after He showed you that which you 
love". The Muslim archers abandoned their posts when they saw the war booty that the Quraysh 
solders had dropped. The Quraysh soldiers were retreating so they had dropped many of their 
weapons and armaments. There were also similar spoils of war to be collected from the enemy 
soldiers who had fallen. So from the hill the archers saw that the other Muslim soldiers were 
collecting this war booty. Because of this fact the archers thought that the battle was over. They 
thought that they could leave their posts to collect the booty also. They were so eager to have 
some of these war spoils for themselves that they forgot the explicit order of the Prophet (saw). 
Even when they were reminded by the archers who stayed behind, they ignored this reminder. 

All that they wanted was to collect the war booty before it was all gone. They loved this treasure 
of this worldly life. So they disobeyed the order of Allah (swt) to have Taqwa and Sabr, and they 
disobeyed the order of the Prophet (saw) to remain at their posts. This scene is what Allah (swt) 
describes for us in this ayah. Allah (swt) shows us how these archers disobeyed after He (swt) 
had showed them that which they love. See now how the love for this world can lead you away 
from your Lord. May Allah (swt) save us from the love of this world! 
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Then Allah (swt) says, "From among you were those who desired the life of this 
world and from among you were those who desired the Hereafter". Here Allah (swt) 
once again divides the Muslim Ummah into two groups. Those who desired the life of this world 
and those who desired the Hereafter. The archers who had abandoned their posts were the ones 
who preferred the life of this world. They were more concerned with getting the spoils of this 
world than they were with obeying Allah (swt) and obeying the Prophet (saw). They knew that 
the key to their salvation in the Hereafter was only through obedience to Allah (swt) and His 
(swt)'s Messenger, but they turned away from this obedience. Thus demonstrating clearly that 
they prefered the life of this world to the Hereafter. On the other hand the archers who remained 
on the hill demonstrated that they preferred the Hereafter to this world. They demonstrated that 
they preferred Allah (swt) and His Messenger (saw) to themselves. They did not care if they did 
not receive any of the spoils of war. As long as they obeyed Allah (swt) and the Prophet (saw), 
they knew that Allah (swt) would give them something much better in the Hereafter. Here now 
are two groups of Muslims. Those who prefer this world and those who prefer Allah (swt). Which 
of these two groups do you want to belong to? Think about this world and think about Allah 
(swt) and then make your decision. 

In the next part of the ayah Allah (swt) says "Then He turned you away from them 
that He might try you". This part of the ayah refers to how the Muslim soldiers were in retreat 
during a portion of the battle. When the archers abandon their posts, the Quraysh saw the 
weakness in the ranks of the Muslims and they were able to exploit this weakness. They came 
from the rear of the Muslim army and they attacked them from behind. The Muslims were 
unprepared for this surprise attack, they never expected an attack such as this. They were 
overwhelmed and almost defeated. They had no choice but to retreat. Here Allah (swt) brings 
their attention to the moment in time when they were in retreat. Allah (swt) lets them know that 
this was a test for them from Him (swt). It was a test to see who would remain with the Muslim 
army even when they were the losing side. Anyone can join the winning side, but only those who 
are dedicated to Allah (swt) would remain with the Muslims even when they are losing. The fact 
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that the Muslims were in retreat and the fact that they were the losing side of the battle was only 
part of a test from Allah (swt). 

There is an important lesson that we can take from this part of the ayah as well. We 
must always be with Allah (swt) even when the Din is weak and even when the Muslims are 
losing. We have to always remind ourselves that the life of this world is only a test and that we 
do not seek anything from the life of this world. Insha Allah if we can keep this in mind then we 
will not consider giving up our Muslim identity when Islam is weak or when Islam is attacked. No 
matter what happens we will always hold fast to our Din because we know that such is pleasing 
to Allah (swt) and we know that to turn away from it is displeasing to Him (swt). So no matter 
what happens always remember that your goal is not the life of this world but rather your goal is 
Allah (swt). You live only to please Him (swt). So always strive to please Him (swt). Even if the 
Muslims are winning or losing or even if the Din is strong or weak, always try to please Allah 
(swt). This is part of the test that Allah (swt) has given you in the life of this world. 

Then Allah (swt) says "And surely He has forgiven you". Here Allah (swt) tells the 
Muslim archers who had abandoned their posts that He (swt) has forgiven them. How Merciful 
and Forgiving is Allah (swt)? Even after such transgression and insolence Allah (swt) still forgives 
them completely. Who but Allah (swt) could be so Kind and so Merciful? Notice how Allah (swt) 
stresses the fact that they have been forgiven with emphasis and certainty, Allah (swt) says that 
surely they have been forgiven. Just think in how much despair those Muslim archers would 
have been in and think how much a relief this part of the ayah would have been for them. 

The lesson that we can take from this part of the ayah is to realize once again how 
Forgiving Allah (swt) IS. So we should all always hope for the Mercy of Allah (swt). Do not ever 
give up on the Mercy of Allah (swt). No matter what sin it is that you may have done, always 
remember that Allah (swt) is the Forgiving. We sin by night and day yet Allah (swt) forgives all of 
these sins. So you should never allow Shaitan to deceive you into thinking that you have gone so 
far into sin that the Forgiveness of Allah (swt) will never reach you. Know that even if your sins 
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were an ocean, that the Forgiveness of Allah (swt) is an even greater ocean which will cover your 
ocean of sin. So always ask Forgiveness of Allah (swt) and know that Fie (swt) is the Forgiving. 

In the final part of this ayah Allah (swt) says "And Allah is of Great Bounty to the 
believers". Flow much has Allah (swt) given this Muslim Ummah? We cannot even begin to 
count the blessing and favors. Not only have we been given all of the bounties that were given to 
man, such as the mind and having all of the earth and everything in it subjugated for us, but also 
we have been given great bounties in addition to that. We have been given the Quran, the very 
words of Allah (swt). We have been given the Prophet (saw), the best of the creation of Allah 
(swt) and the leader of mankind and of the messengers. We have been given the most noble and 
honorable of missions in carrying the Message of Allah (swt) to mankind. We have been given 
the correct belief in Allah (swt). We have been given the correct belief about the Hereafter and 
the unseen. We have been given the system of life that is the best system with which the human 
being can live. We have been given Salah and we have been give wudu. We have been given 
salams and we have been given brotherhood. We have been given fasting and we have been 
given the Hajj. We have been the correct way of life that is the right balance between asceticism 
and materialism. We would need pages and pages to list all of the bounties that Allah (swt) has 
bestowed on this Ummah. All of these are part of the bounties that Allah (swt) has bestowed on 
the believers. This is only because Allah (swt) is of Great Bounty to the believers. 

It is especially significant for Allah (swt) to mention these bounties here in the context of 
the battle of Uhud. Allah (swt) reminds the Muslims of this fact to uplift their spirits after the 
defeat at Uhud. They were feeling weak and they were feeling low, so Allah (swt) reminds them 
of how Generous and Bountiful He (swt) has been to them. So we too must remember this ayah 
when we feel hurt in any way. We should remember all of the favors and bounties that Allah 
(swt) has bestowed upon us. Allah (swt) reminds us that no matter what happens, He (swt) is 
still of Great Bounty to our Ummah. So no matter how many defeats and setbacks that we go 
through we still have to remember all that Allah (swt) has given us, and we should draw strength 
from this remembrance. 
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154. When you were running uphill and you paid no heed to anyone, while the 
Messenger was calling you from your rear, so He recompensed you one sorrow after 
another sorrow that you may not grieve for what escaped you nor for what befell you. 
And Allah is Aware of all that you do. 

In this ayah Allah (swt) shows us how there are consequences that we would have to 
suffer if we turn away from the life of worship and servitude that we owe to Him (swt). He (swt) 
does this by returning our attention to the battle of Uhud. So far we have seen how Allah (swt) 
described the beginning of the battle when the Muslims remained true to their promise and 
maintained their Sabr and Taqwa, this was when the Muslims were winning the battle and 
slaying the enemies of this Message with the permission of Allah (swt). Then Allah (swt) told us 
how the archers saw the war booty that they longed for and how they disputed with each other 
concerning the order of the Prophet (saw) to maintain their posts. It was only when these 
archers abandoned their posts did the Muslims start to lose the battle. Then the Muslims were in 
retreat and what had seemed like victory had been turned into defeat. In this ayah Allah (swt) 
tells us about what many of the Muslims did while they were losing the battle. Allah (swt) tells us 
how they ran from their battle posts. They did this because of a natural feeling of fear that 
overcame them. Here we see the danger of fear and how it can sometimes even make us forget 
Allah (swt) and our responsibilities to Him (swt). Allah (swt) is giving us a lesson with what 
happened to these soldiers in the battle of Uhud. When they were surrounded by the enemy 
some of them held their ground and stood by the Prophet (saw) and some of them ran. One of 
these groups was a model for us to emulate and another for us to avoid. 


220 



Allah (swt) begins this ayah by saying "When you were running uphill and you paid 
no heed to anyone". This refers to the situation of many of the Muslims when the Muslim army 
was in retreat. When they saw that they were surrounded on all sides by the enemy army, and 
they saw that they were now losing the battle, many of them started to run away. Even though 
they knew that it was a great sin to abandon their posts in battle, the situation became so 
desperate that they ran. This shows us how badly the battle of Uhud went for the Muslims and 
how desperate the situation became. Before you even begin to criticize these Muslims for what 
they had done, think to yourself as to what you would have done. If the vast majority of the 
Muslim Ummah today were in that battle, we also would have probably ran just like they ran. 
Allah (swt) even describes for us in this ayah how they ran. Not only did they run but they ran 
paying no heed to anyone else. They did not care about anything or anyone, all that they wanted 
was to save themselves. This was how desperate the situation was. May Allah (swt) save us from 
ever being in such a situation! 

Also notice how they ran uphill. Not only did they run without paying attention to anyone 
else but they ran uphill. This also shows us how desperate the situation must have become. 
Usually one does not run uphill. The slope of the hill would slow one down. But the Muslims on 
that day were so desperate that they did not care. Even if it meant that they would have to run 
up the slope of mount Uhud itself to save themselves then that is what they would have done. 
This is the extent to which fear and apprehension had gripped them. This was how battle had 
become for them. This is the extent to which Allah (swt) tests the believers in order to see their 
dedication to Him (swt). May Allah (swt) not test us to this extent! May Allah (swt) give us the 
strength to bear the tests that He (swt) gives us! 

In his tafsir of this ayah Sayyid Qutb brings our attention to the imagery that this ayah 
creates. When you read this ayah in the original Arabic and with a true understanding of its 
meaning, then you can almost picture yourself as a soldier on the battlefield on that day of Uhud. 
You can almost see yourself running in the midst of sand and chaos. You can hear the sound of 
battle all around you. You can taste the fear and apprehension in your heart. That is how deep 
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the language of the ayah is. No one except Allah (swt) can create such vivid imagery using only a 
few words. How unfortunate is it that today most of us lack the deep understanding of the Arabic 
language to see this image? 

Another lesson that we can take from this part of the ayah is to realize the reality of 
battle. Many of the youth in our Ummah long for battle but they do not realize the true nature of 
it. You might see it as something glorious and even adventurous, but unless you have 
experienced you can never know its reality. Look how battle made these Muslims who were with 
the Prophet (saw) run. They were the companions of the Prophet (saw) and still they ran. Do you 
think that you can do better than them? Can you be sure that you can stand your ground? If you 
do not even have the power to lower your gaze when you see a beautiful woman or to wake up 
for Fajr, then how can you stand your ground in such a situation? May Allah (swt) make the 
youth in this Ummah strong and responsible once again! 

In the next part of the ayah Allah (swt) says "while the Messenger was calling you 
from your rear". Here Allah (swt) describes how the Muslims kept on running even though the 
Prophet (saw) himself was calling them. They could hear the voice of the Prophet (saw) from 
behind them but they kept on running. Can you imagine such a sight? Can you imagine how 
desperate the battle must have become that the Muslims would keep on running even when the 
Prophet (saw) himself was calling out to them? Imagine yourself once again to be a soldier on 
that battlefield. Imagine that you are running because you see that the enemy has surrounded 
you. You are running to save your life and you are running to save yourself from the pain of their 
swords. But now imagine that as you are running you then hear the voice of the Prophet (saw) 
calling you from behind? The Prophet (saw) is calling you to come back and to stand your ground 
in battle. Do you think that you will heed his (saw)'s call? Do you love him (saw) that much? So 
realize now that before you can go out into battle you have to build your Iman in Allah (swt) and 
you have to build your love for the Prophet (saw). If the battle became so bad that it made the 
best generation of Muslims to run then think how much you have to work to prepare yourself. 
May Allah (swt) help us to prepare ourselves! 
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In the next part of the ayah Allah (swt) says "so He recompensed you one sorrow 
after another sorrow that you may not grieve for what escaped you nor for what 
befell you". At first the Muslims were feeling sorrow because they had lost all of the war booty 
and also because of the defeat that had befell them. They were sad because they had lost all of 
those riches and they were sad because they had lost the battle. This was the sorrow that they 
initially felt. However Allah (swt) tells us in this part of the ayah that He (swt) replaced one 
sorrow that they had with another sorrow. What was this other sorrow? Allah (swt) tells the 
Muslims that the reason why He (swt) gave them this sorrow was so "that you may not grieve 
for what escaped you nor for what befell you". So this sorrow was a sadness that made the 
Muslims so sad that they forgot about the war booty that had escaped them and they even 
forgot about the defeat in the battle that had befallen them. What sadness was this? 

Sayyid Qutb tells us in his tafsir of this ayah that this sadness was the sorrow of learning 
that the Prophet (saw) had been injured. The Muslims were so sad to learn that the Prophet 
(saw) had been injured that they forgot about all the war booty that had escaped them and they 
even forgot about the defeat that had befallen them. That was how much they loved the Prophet 
(saw). When they knew that he (saw) was injured because of their negligence to their duties 
they were stricken with unimaginable grief. This sadness was so great that it made them forget 
about everything else. This was the extent of the love that they had for the Prophet (saw). So 
we see how Allah (swt) replaced the sadness that they had because of their defeat and because 
of their loss of war booty with sadness from the injuries of the Prophet (saw). 

Although it was very painful for the Muslims to see the Prophet (saw) injured it also 
served as an important lesson for them. It reminded them of what their purpose was and what 
their task should be. It reminded them that there would be consequences if they neglected this 
duty to their Lord. The Prophet (saw) is the most beloved to Allah (swt) of all creation, but still 
He (swt) allowed him (saw) to be injured to teach them this lesson. Never again after this would 
these Muslims ever have allowed themselves to be tempted by the life of this world. They saw 
now what was the bitter consequences of what they did. Their beloved (saw) was injured. 
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Notice how Allah (swt) says that He (swt) recompensed them with this sorrow of the 
Prophet (saw) being injured. This shows us that the sorrow of seeing the Prophet (saw) injured 
which these Muslims had to suffer was a direct consequence of their neglecting their duty to 
Allah (swt). They were commanded by their Lord to have Sabr and Taqwa. They were 
commanded by their Prophet not to abandon their posts. But they chose to disobey. They chose 
instead t go after the life of this world. This then was their recompense for this terrible choice 
that they made. They had to suffer the grief of losing the booty, they had to suffer the grief of 
losing the battle, and most importantly they had to suffer the grief of seeing their beloved (saw) 
in pain. They earned it because of their disobedience to the Divine Law. 

Another lesson that we can take from this ayah is to see the great love that the early 
Muslims had for the Prophet (saw). Even those among them who were disobedient. Do Muslims 
today have this same attitude towards the Prophet (saw)? Do we love the Prophet (saw) so much 
that we consider his (saw)'s death to be the greatest calamity in our lives? If we simply learn of 
the fact that he (saw) has been injured would that then make us forget all of our sorrows and all 
of our worries? Or is the Prophet (saw) simply a man whom we are mildly familiar with? How sad 
would you be today if you found out that the Prophet (saw) was injured? Would it make you as 
sad as if you had lost all of your money or your job? Why is it that today the enemies of this 
Message are able to insult the Prophet (saw) and say all kinds of vicious lies about him (saw) and 
we are silent? Where is the Islamic State that will go to war with the enemies of this Message if 
they should insult the Prophet (saw)? Where are the soldiers of Allah (swt) who will fight to 
defend the honor of the Prophet (saw)? What has happened to our Ummah that we have 
forgotten this man who has saved us from the Fire? This man who brought us out from the 
darkness and into the Light. 

So one lesson that we can take from this part of the ayah is to see how concerned we all 
must be for the Prophet (saw). We must be like these Muslims, who even though they disobeyed 
the command of the Prophet (saw), became so distraught when they found about his (saw)'s 
injuries that they forgot everything else that had grieved them. We must build within ourselves 
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this love for the Prophet (saw) by reminding ourselves that he (saw) is the beloved of our Rabb. 
When you know that the Prophet (saw) is the most beloved of the creation to Allah (swt) then 
does that not make you want to love him (saw) as well? In addition we must also remember all 
that he (saw) has done for us. We have to remember how he (saw) sacrificed his (saw)'s whole 
life only so that we can be guided to this Din. The Prophet (saw) gave up his entire life only so 
that we could be guided. He (saw) went through unimaginable pain and suffering only so that we 
could know our Creator. How much then should you love him (saw)? So another reason why we 
have to work to bring back the Islamic State is so that the name and the honor of the Prophet 
(saw) can be defended. The enemies of this Message should know that the Muslims will go to 
war with them should they say anything evil against our beloved (saw). That is how much we 
should love the Prophet (saw). No one should even be allowed to speak even the slightest word 
against him (saw). May Allah (swt) build within us the love for the Prophet (saw)! May Allah (swt) 
allow us to defend his (saw)'s name and his (saw)'s honor at all times. 

Finally Allah (swt) ends this ayah by reminding the Muslims that He (swt) is Aware of all 
that they do. Allah (swt) was well Aware of what every soldier did that day on Uhud. Allah (swt) 
Knew well those who stood their ground and fought and He (swt) Knew well those who turned 
on their heels and ran. So this part of the ayah is a consolation for some of the Muslims. The 
Muslims who stood and fought will know that their bravery and dedication did not go unnoticed. 
They struggled hard in the Path of Allah (swt) with every ounce of strength and perseverance 
that they had. Here they know that Allah (swt) is well Aware of their bravery and their courage, 
their dedication for His (swt)'s sake. At the same time this part of the ayah is also an admonition 
to those Muslims who gave up their positions and ran. They should realize that Allah (swt) was 
very much Aware of what they did. This fact should make them feel ashamed for what they did. 
They ran away and they left their Messenger standing. They left him (saw) to the mercy of his 
enemies. How could you abandon a man whom you know is a messenger who has been sent to 
you by your Creator and Sustainer? This is what they did and they should be ashamed because 
of it. In addition they should also feel remorseful, and they should also be afraid. They should 
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realize how displeased Allah (swt) would be with them for what they did. All of this should make 
them want to rush to seek Forgiveness of Allah (swt). When they realize that Allah (swt) is Aware 
of what they did this should then make them want to rush to seek His (swt)'s Forgiveness. 

The same should be our attitude towards as well. We should always remember that Allah 
(swt) is well Aware of all that we do. There is not a single action that we can do which escapes 
Flis(swt)'s Knowledge. If we do something good, then we should know that even if no one else 
knows what we did we can be certain that Allah (swt) is well Aware. We should remember that 
Fie (swt) can reward us in ways that no one else can. If we do something evil or if we fail in any 
way in our duties and obligations to Him (swt) then we should know that Fie (swt) is well Aware 
of our shortcomings. Only this fact that Fie (swt) is intimately Aware of all that we do should be 
enough of a reason for us to strive for Him (swt), So just like the Muslims at Uhud we should 
also be constantly seeking Forgiveness of Allah (swt) and we should constantly be seeking to 
improve ourselves in our worship and servitude of Him (swt). Allah (swt) Knows that we are even 
more in need of His (swt)'s Forgiveness and Mercy than they were . Most of us are so weak and 
most of us are so distant from Him (swt) that we would have ran away as well had we been on 
that mountain on that day. So we have to constantly recognize our shortcomings and constantly 
try to correct them. Life is nothing but a journey to Allah (swt). To progress on this journey you 
have to remember Him (swt) at every moment and you have to seek to draw closer to Him (swt) 
with every action that you do and every thought that you have. This is not easy but remember 
that Allah (swt) Knows even the slightest of your efforts. Think about His (swt)'s Greatness and 
His (swt)'s Majesty. His (swt)'s Tremendousness and His (swt)'s Sublimity. Then you will see that 
indeed He (swt) is worth the effort. May Allah (swt) help us to recognize this! May Allah (swt) 
give us the enabling grace to live for Him (swt)! 
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155. Then after the sorrow He sent down upon you security, slumber overtook a party 
of you. And surely a party was anxious about their own selves, they thought about 
Allah the thoughts of Ignorance without any Truth. They said "Have we any say in the 
matter at all?". Say "The matter belongs completely to Allah". They hide within 
themselves what they do not reveal to you, they say "Had we any say in the matter 
then none of us would have been killed here". Say "Even if you had remained in your 
homes, those who were destined to be killed would have gone forth to their place of 
rest". And that Allah may test what is in your breasts and that He may purify what is 
your hearts. And Allah Knows what is in the breasts. 

In this ayah Allah (swt) continues to describe for us what happened during the battle of 
Uhud. We should constantly be reminding ourselves that there are lessons for us in that battle 
and we must constantly be searching for those lessons. Once again Allah (swt) tells us both what 
happened on the physical battlefield where the combat actually took place and what happened 
on the battlefield of the hearts of the Muslim soldiers. In many ways we as an Ummah today are 
like those Muslim soldiers on Uhud. We have been defeated. We are lost. We are confused. And 
we are struggling not to be overcome by grief and fear. So just as there were lessons for them 
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from this battle, there are even more lessons for us. May Allah (swt) allow us to learn these 
lessons and may He (swt) allow us to use this knowledge that we gain to come out from this 
desperate situation that we are in! As always all success and victory comes from Allah (swt)! 

Allah (swt) begins this ayah by saying "Then after the sorrow He sent down upon 
you security." In the previous ayah Allah (swt) reminded the Muslims about the sorrow that 
they had earned for themselves. First they had sorrow because they had lost the war booty, then 
they had sorrow because they had lost the battle, then they had the sorrow of finding out that 
many of their Muslim brothers had been killed, but the greatest sorrow of all was when they 
found out that the Prophet (saw) had been injured. This was a sorrow that made them forget 
about all of the other sorrows that they had been feeling. This was how much they loved the 
Prophet (saw), they would have sacrificed everything for him (saw). But Allah (swt) did not leave 
them in their despair. Here Allah (swt) tells us that after their sorrow He (swt) sent down security 
on them. What is this security that He (swt) sent down upon them? Allah (swt) explains in the 
next part of the ayah. 

Allah (swt) says "A party of you was overtaken by slumber". The narrations tell us 
that the Muslims did actually fall asleep on that Day of Uhud. Even though they were in the heat 
of battle they were over come with a feeling of safety and serenity. A feeling of calm and a 
peace. They knew that Allah (swt) was with them and that no harm could come to them 
whatsoever without His (swt)'s permission. So they felt this feeling of security and safety that 
descended down upon them from Allah (swt). Soon the Muslims found their swords dropping 
from their hands and they found themselves falling asleep. Even they themselves were surprised 
as to how they could be falling asleep at a time like that. This sleep was a Mercy for them from 
Allah (swt) because it made them forget all of their troubles and their worries. Imagine yourself 
to be a soldier in this army once again. You are losing the battle, the enemy is approaching on 
your position, victory and the war booty which was almost within your grasp had slipped away, 
many of your brothers had been killed and you find out that your beloved (saw) has been 
injured. Do you think that you will even consider sleep at such a moment? Sleep would be the 
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last thing on your mind at that moment. But Allah (swt) made the Muslims sleep. Such is the 
Power of Allah (swt) in that He (swt) can make us sleep whenever He (swt) wants to and He 
(swt) can make us wake up whenever He (swt) wants to. It was only a short rest but when they 
woke up they were refreshed and invigorated. They were relieved of the fear and anxiety, as well 
as of the grief and sorrow that they were suffering from before they slept. Once they woke up 
they continued fighting. 

In the next part of the ayah Allah (swt) says "And surely a party was anxious about 
their own selves". Not all of the Muslim soldiers fell asleep at that moment. Those whose Iman 
was weak, those who did not have the complete trust and reliance upon Allah (swt), these did 
not fall asleep. They were too busy thinking about themselves. They were anxious and worried 
about themselves. So when this peace and tranquility from Allah (swt) descended upon the 
Muslim army it made the true believers fall asleep but these people of weak faith did not sleep. 
They were too worried about themselves. They had forgotten Allah (swt). They did not have the 
trust in Allah (swt) that He (swt) would take care of them. As Allah (swt) describes for us here 
they were too worried about their own selves. This was the reality of their situation. Notice the 
emphasis and the certainty with which Allah (swt) stresses this point. This was how distant these 
people were from Allah (swt). When Tranquility and Peace from the very Presence of Allah (swt) 
descended upon them, they still were only worried and concerned about their own selves. This 
was the extent to which they had forgotten the Divine. May Allah (swt) save us from ever 
becoming like them! 

Allah (swt) continues to describe such people of weak faith in the next part of the ayah 
when He (swt) says, "they thought about Allah the thoughts of Ignorance without any 
Truth". They thought about Allah (swt) what they knew was not the truth. They thought that 
Allah (swt) was not with them. They thought that Allah (swt) would not give the Muslims victory. 
They thought that Allah (swt) would allow the Muslims to be defeated and for Madinah to be 
overrun. Allah (swt) describes these thoughts as the "thoughts of Ignorance". These are the 
thoughts of the days of Ignorance. The days when people thought that Allah (swt) only created 
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everything and that He (swt) then just let everything be. When people thought that it was their 
own actions alone that caused results to occur. When people failed to realize that nothing 
happens in this universe without the permission of Allah (swt). When people failed to realize that 
their wealth and their lifespan had already been measured and decreed by Allah (swt). When 
people failed to see the purpose of their existence must only be to worship and serve Allah (swt). 
When people failed to see that only Allah (swt) could be the One Who has the final say and 
ruling in all matters. That is when they have thoughts such as these. These are the thoughts of 
the days of Ignorance. The days before Allah (swt) sent the Prophet (saw) with the Truth. Thus 
these thoughts have no Truth to them whatsoever. It is the people who are ignorant who have 
such thoughts. It is the people of weak faith and those who have forgotten Allah (swt) who have 
such thoughts. May Allah (swt) save us from such thoughts! 

Then Allah gives us examples of these evil thoughts that they had. Allah (swt) tells us 
how "They said "Have we any say in the matter at all?"". They were questioning why it is 
that they did not have any say in what happened. They were questioning why it is that they were 
not involved in the decisions that were made. At that moment when they found themselves on 
the battlefield and they found themselves on the losing side, they were thinking that they had 
been forced into coming to battle. So they questioned as to why it is that they did not have any 
say in the matter. 

In response to such questioning Allah (swt) commands the Prophet (saw) to "Say "The 
matter belongs completely to Allah" ". The decision belongs completely to Allah (swt). It is 
for Him (swt) to decide whether or not the Muslims should go forth in battle. The Muslims are 
nothing but the slaves of Allah (swt), their only task is to listen and to obey. So during the battle 
of Uhud those whose Iman was weak were questioning as to why no one had listened to them 
and they were questioning why they had been forced to come out here into battle. Allah (swt) 
responds to such questioning by reminding them that He (swt) is their Lord and Master, thus 
they must do whatever He (swt) commands them to do. If He (swt) commands them to go forth 
into battle then they should go forth and they should fight to the best of their ability and they 
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should never question the command of their Lord and Master. Allah (swt) reminds them here 
that He (swt) is their Lord and Master and so the decision of what they should do belongs 
completely to Him (swt). They had no right to ask the question as to why they did not have any 
say in the matter. The truth is that they do not have any say in the matter because just like all of 
the other Muslims they are only the slaves of Allah (swt). When it comes to the Law of Allah 
(swt), the job of the slave is not to question but only to listen and obey. 

In the next part of the ayah Allah (swt) says "They hide within themselves what 
they do not reveal to you, they say "Had we any say in the matter then none of us 
would have been killed here"". Here is another example of the thoughts of Ignorance that 
they had. This is a thought that they kept hidden to themselves. They did not disclose this 
thought to the Prophet (saw). They thought that if the Prophet (saw) and the Muslims had 
listened to their opinion then none of the Muslims would have been killed here. When they saw 
that the Muslims were losing the battle they were angry at the fact that they had been brought 
out of their homes and into this battle. They almost felt as if they were forced to come here 
against their own will. So these Muslims of weak faith were angry at Allah (swt) and at the 
Prophet (saw) for bringing them out into this battle. They said that if only the Prophet (saw) had 
listened to them then the Muslims would not have suffered this tragedy at Uhud and the Muslims 
would not have seen so much death. Such thinking is perverted thinking from the days of 
Ignorance. It is the thinking of people who have not yet realized that their purpose in life must 
only be seeking the Pleasure of Allah (swt). It is the thinking of people who have not yet realized 
the Reality and the Divine Presence of Allah (swt). 

One lesson that we can take from this part of the ayah is to realize that such "what-if" 
and "if only" thinking is the thinking of those weak in faith and the thinking of the hypocrites. The 
true Muslim is always content with the Decree of Allah (swt) whether that Decree is good or bad. 
So no matter what happens we must never question ourselves. We must never say to ourselves 
that "if only we had done this then things would have turned out different". We must accept that 
whatever happened did happen with the permission of Allah (swt). We must accept that such 
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was the Decree of Allah (swt). So we must be content with it and we must never question or 
second-guess ourselves. If we can clearly see that we made a mistake then of course we should 
try to learn from our mistakes. But we must never second-guess ourselves. We must constantly 
remind ourselves that everything happens only by the Permission of Allah (swt). May Allah (swt) 
give us the enabling grace to do that! May Allah (swt) save us from the thoughts of ignorance! 

In response to such perverted thinking Allah (swt) commands the Prophet (saw) to say 
"Even if you had remained in your homes, those who were destined to be killed would 
have gone forth to their place of rest". So these weaklings thought that they would have 
been safe if they had remained back in Madinah. They thought that they were in this danger 
because Allah (swt) and the Prophet (saw) had forced them to come out into this battle. Here 
Allah (swt) responds to such thinking by commanding the Prophet (saw) to tell them that even if 
they had remained in their homes, those for whom death had been decreed would have met 
their deaths. As Allah (swt) had stressed in the previous ayahs the lifespan of every single soul is 
fixed. Everyone will die when their time has come and it does not make a difference if they stay 
hiding in their homes or if they come out into battle. The only difference is that those who hid in 
their homes like old women will have no reward with Allah (swt) in the Hereafter but those who 
came forth into battle and struggled hard sincerely for the sake of Allah (swt) will have a great 
reward. Unlike these weaklings, the believers know that their death has been fixed by Allah (swt) 
and so their only concern is that they meet their death with Allah (swt) being pleased with them. 
May Allah (swt) make us among the true believers and may He (swt) save us from being like 
those weak in faith who think that they can control when they die! 

Notice also the beauty of the language in this part of the ayah. Allah (swt) does not say 
that they would simply die if they remained at home, rather He (saw) says that the ones who for 
whom death has been written would go forth to their place of rest. So even if you are hiding in 
your home, when the moment of your death arrives, when the moment that has been written for 
you arrives, then you will go forth to your place of rest. Whether willingly or unwillingly. Of a 
surety you will go forth to your place of death when the time written for you arrives. 
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Allah (swt) tells the Prophet (saw) in this ayah how these hypocrites hide within 
themselves what they do not reveal to him (saw). These are the words that they spoke amongst 
themselves and the thoughts that they kept hidden in their hearts. They tried to hide both of 
these from the Prophet (saw). These weaklings were such cowards that they did not even want 
to disclose to the Prophet (saw) what they had been thinking. They said these words amongst 
themselves and they did not dare speak such words in the presence of the Prophet (saw). They 
said to each other that the Prophet (saw) had forced them to come out into battle but they 
would never say these words to his (saw)'s face. But Allah (swt) revealed to the Prophet (saw) all 
that they had spoken to each other, and He (swt) even revealed to the Prophet (saw) what they 
said to themselves in their hearts. So we are reminded here once again about the encompassing 
Knowledge of Allah (swt) and how there are no secrets from Him (swt). You cannot keep a secret 
from Allah (swt). Not even the thoughts in the innermost recesses of your heart. 

In the next part of the ayah Allah (swt) says "And that Allah may test what is in 
your breasts". In this ayah we saw how Allah (swt) divided the Muslims into two groups. The 
group of firm believers and the group whose Iman was weak. The peace and tranquility from 
Allah (swt) descended on the Muslim army and these two groups had different reactions to that 
peace. One group had such trust in Allah (swt) that they actually went to sleep when this 
tranquility descended upon them. Another group did not have the certainty in Allah (swt) but 
rather they thought about Allah (swt) the thoughts of Ignorance. This group did not think that 
Allah (swt) was with them and that Allah (swt) would take care of them. So their anxiety and 
distress prevented them from falling asleep. Instead all that they could do was become angry at 
Allah (swt) and the Prophet (saw) for bringing them here. Thus the test of Allah (swt) was 
fulfilled and it was clearly shown those who were sincere believers and those who were weak in 
faith. So the reason why Allah (swt) sent down this peace and tranquility upon the Muslims was 
so that He (swt) could test what was in their breasts and purify what was in their hearts. Now it 
was made clear to each of the Muslims in that army how strong his or her Iman was. Everyone 
knew if they were among the true and sincere believers or if they were among those weak in 
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faith. Once again we have to stress that Allah (swt) already knew what was in the hearts of the 
Muslims. But the reason why Allah (swt) put the Muslims through this test was so that they 
themselves may know the condition of their hearts. After this incident at Uhud each Muslim knew 
how close to Allah (swt) he or she was and how much trust he or she had in Allah (swt). 

Then Allah (swt) says "and that He may purify what is your hearts". In addition to 
testing what was in the breasts of the Muslims, Allah (swt) also wanted to purify what was in 
their hearts. Here Allah (swt) is reminding us once again how the battle of Uhud was a 
purification for the whole Muslim Ummah. In Makkah it was clear who the true and sincere 
believers were. This is because in Makkah Islam was weak and the Muslims were being 
persecuted and oppressed all of the time. So only those who truly believed in this Message with 
all their hearts and those whose hearts were attached to Allah (swt) joined the movement of the 
Prophet (saw). But in Madinah things were different. Now the Islamic State had been established 
and Islam had gained power in the land. Muslims were no longer being oppressed but rather 
they were the majority population of this country. So here there were those who called 
themselves Muslims but who were not true and sincere believers. They were not among those 
whose hearts were attached to Allah (swt). They were not among those who lived for Allah (swt) 
and who would do anything for Him (swt). So Allah (swt) wanted to purify these undesirable 
elements out of the ranks of the true believers. The Muslim Ummah is really a movement that is 
struggling to establish the Law of Allah (swt) in the land and struggling to carry the Message of 
Allah (swt) to the people. This is the reality of our nation. This is why if you are not involved in 
the dawah in one way or another then you have to question if you are really a part of this 
Ummah or not. The purpose of our existence as a nation is to call mankind to Allah (swt). This is 
the most honorable of tasks that can be given to any human being but it is also the most 
difficult. Thus this Ummah has no room for those of weak faith. It has not room for those whose 
hearts are not attached to Allah (swt). That is why Allah (swt) reminds us here once again how 
the battle of Uhud was a purification for all of the Muslims. Allah (swt) wanted to purify the true 
and sincere believers out of the weaklings and the doubters. Allah (swt) wanted to purify the 
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ranks so that only those whose hearts were attached to Him (swt) remained and those whose 
hearts were attached to anything else were cleaned away. 

Finally Allah (swt) ends this ayah by reminding us once again that "Allah Knows what 
is in the breasts". This is to remind us once again that Allah (swt) already Knows what is in the 
breasts of the Muslims. Allah (swt) already Knows who are the true and sincere believers and 
who are those weak in faith. So the purpose of this test was not to make it known to Allah (swt) 
but it was to make it known to the Muslims themselves. Sometimes you yourself do not know 
how strong your Iman is and how strong your trust and reliance on Allah (swt) is. You may say 
that you are a true and sincere believer. You may even believe that you are a true and sincere 
believer. But you can never know for sure until you are tested. You do not know until you are put 
in a desperate situation. But when you are put in such a situation then it becomes clear to you 
how close you are to Allah (swt). You yourself can see if you have the confidence that Allah (swt) 
will take care of you or if you are overcome with fear. So the Muslims who were able to sleep 
during the heat of battle knew that they had this complete trust and reliance on Allah (swt) while 
the Muslims whose Iman was weak and who lingered in doubt saw that they did not have this 
trust and reliance on Allah (swt). They were not able to sleep because they were too worried 
about themselves. Which one of these groups do you think that you are a part of? Imagine 
yourself to be a soldier in this battle once again. Do you think that you have such trust and 
reliance upon Allah (swt) that you would be able to fall asleep even when you know that your 
enemy's blade is only a few feet away? Are you that close to Allah (swt)? Allah (swt) already 
Knows you but sometimes He (swt) may give you a calamity or a trial so that you can see for 
yourself how close you are to Him (swt). So whenever any difficulty befalls us, large or small, we 
must never despair. Rather we should always remember that it is a test from our Lord. A test to 
see how close we are to Him (swt). So we should strive to remember Allah (swt) at that moment. 
We should supplicate to Him (swt) to relieve us of that difficulty. We should remember that our 
behavior at that moment will demonstrate our nearness to Him (swt). So if we find that such 
calamites do upset us, if we do not remember Allah (swt) during those times, then we should 
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realize that we have a long way to go in our journey to Him (swt). But we should always 
remember what Allah (swt) says in the last part of this ayah. He (swt) Knows what is in our 
hearts. He (swt) Knows what is in the deepest corners of our hearts. So any effort that we make 
to come closer to Him (swt), even if it is the slightest thought or the smallest action, then we 
have to be sure that He (swt) Knows it well. If He (swt) Knows our striving. If He (swt) Knows 
our desire to please Him (swt) then is that not enough? 
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156. Surely the ones from you who turned their backs on the day when the two 
armies met, it was only Shaitan who made them to slip because of some of what they 
have earned. But surely Allah has pardoned them. Surely Allah is All-Forgiving All- 
Forbearing. 

In this ayah Allah (swt) continues to tell us about the battle of Uhud and He (swt) shows 
us how it was indeed a great trial for the Muslims. We saw in the previous ayah how Allah (swt) 
purged the true and sincere believers from the hypocrites and those weak in faith. Such was 
necessary because the movement to establish the Law of Allah (swt) in the land and to carry the 
Message of Allah (swt) to mankind had no room for weaklings in its ranks. Thus Allah (swt) 
cleansed the believers and removed from the ranks of this Ummah all those who were 
displeasing to Him (swt). All those who had doubts in the Truth of this Message. All those who 
were not willing to worship and serve Allah (swt) as they had been created to do. May Allah (swt) 
save us from ever being like such people! 
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Now there were some Muslims who ran away because they were indeed among the 
doubters and the hypocrites. But there were also some Muslims who were sincere believers but 
they ran also because at that moment they were overcome with fear. In this ayah Allah (swt) 
brings our attention to these Muslims who faltered during the battle of Uhud. These were 
Muslims who were sincere believes but who found themselves running away from the enemy at 
one point in the battle. Such was how desperate the battle had become and how badly the 
Muslims were losing. In this ayah Allah (swt) tells the Muslims the reason why they had lost their 
courage and why they had to flee in battle. In addition in this ayah Allah (swt) also reminds us 
once again who our enemy is and He (swt) also shows us what it is that we do which makes us 
vulnerable to this enemy. Allah (swt) also shows us in this ayah what was His (swt)'s final ruling 
on those who failed in their duty at Uhud. Finally Allah (swt) describes Himself in a way that 
should make us love Him (swt) more and more. See here how much meaning Allah (swt) has put 
in only one ayah. 

Allah (swt) begins this by saying, "Surely the ones from you who turned their 
backs on the day when the two armies met". Allah (swt) begins this ayah by bringing our 
attention back to the battle of Uhud. Allah (swt) describes it as the day when the two armies 
met. Here we can clearly see how Allah (swt) has divided the people into two groups by His 
(swt)'s referring to "the two armies". There are two distinct groups in the Sight of Allah (swt). 
Those who are pleasing to Him (swt) and those who are displeasing to Him (swt). Those who are 
fighting for Him (swt) and those who are fighting against the Message that He (swt) has sent. 
From this we can take the lesson that mankind will always be divided into these two distinct 
groups, those who are pleasing to Allah (swt) and those whom He (swt) is displeased with. There 
will always be us and them. May Allah (swt) place us in the group that He (swt) is pleased with! 

What happened on this day when the two armies met? Allah (swt) tells us here that 
some Muslims turned their backs and ran. This means that some of the Muslims left their posts in 
battle and ran away from the enemy. This was the tragedy that happened in Uhud. That was 
how badly the battle went. Now we know that to turn and run in battle is a great sin. So how 
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could it be that the Muslims, the companions of the Prophet (saw), could have turned and ran in 
battle? Allah (swt) tells us the reason in this ayah. Allah (swt) says, "it was only Shaitan who 
made them to slip because of some of what they have earned". This means that Shaitan 
made them to slip because of some of the evil deeds that they had done. The reason why they 
had fallen, the reason why they had lost their courage and ran from their posts in battle, is 
because of some of the evil deeds that they had done. They had committed some sins in the past 
and their sins had made them vulnerable to Shaitan. This was the evil that they had earned that 
allowed Shaitan to gain mastery over them. May Allah (swt) save us from sin! May Allah (swt) 
save us from Shaitan! 

One lesson that we can take from this part of the ayah is to see how sin often leads to 
more sin. Some of these Muslims at Uhud had allowed themselves to be tempted by Shaitan into 
some sins in the past, and it was because of their sins that they lost courage and ran during the 
battle. So one sin that they did lead to even more sins. This is something that we must realize as 
well. If we allow Shaitan to tempt us once, then we will allow him to do it again and again. Over 
the course of our lives we can see how this is true. The first few times that you commit a 
particular sin you feel truly bad about it and you regret it. But the more and more that you 
commit that sin the less is the feeling of regret and the less is the feeling of guilt. Soon you 
become numb to the pain of that sin that you had felt when you first committed it. Soon it 
becomes very easy for you to commit that sin. Then you feel like you can do it again and again. 
Then you do not even come to see it as a sin. You forget how displeasing what you are doing is 
to Allah (swt). Then you are displeasing Allah (swt) without even realizing it. At that point you 
have become so distant from Allah (swt) that you fall into more sins. So we see that for those 
who persist in sin, Allah (swt) punishes them by making sin easy for them. Thus if we ever wake 
up and find ourselves committing a particular sin, we should immediately come to our senses and 
realize the path that we are walking on. If we keep walking on this path of sin then we will only 
go deeper and deeper into it, and Allah (swt) Knows best where it will lead us. May Allah (swt) 
save us! 


238 



Now this is not to say that we should despair and lose hope if we ever sin. We know that 
the nature of the children of Adam is that they sin. So we will sin. We will make mistakes. That is 
part of being human. So we should not be overly distraught when we sin. We should never give 
up on the Forgiveness and Mercy of our Lord. But at the same time we should not take sins 
lightly. We should not be content with ourselves when we sin. We should realize from this ayah 
that one sin could have ramifications that we do not even realize. So we have to try and avoid 
sins to the best of our ability and if we ever find ourselves having sinned then we must rush to 
seek the Forgiveness of our Lord. 

Then Allah (swt) says "But surely Allah has pardoned them". Here Allah (swt) clearly 
tells us that He (swt) has forgiven the Muslims for what they have done. He (swt) has forgiven 
them both for the fact that they ran away in battle and also for the sins that caused them to run 
away. Notice the emphasis and certainty with which Allah (swt) stresses the fact that they have 
indeed been forgiven. They sinned, without a doubt, they sinned. But without a doubt, Allah 
(swt) forgave them. Allah (swt) forgave them. 

There are many lessons that we can take from this part of the ayah. One lesson is that it 
reminds us once again about how Forgiving Allah (swt) IS. Just think that if Allah (swt) forgave 
these Muslims for running away in battle when they were defending the Prophet (saw) and they 
were defending the Islamic State, could He (swt) not then forgive you for whatever it is that you 
may have done? So no matter how big a sin it is that you may have done, never ever give up on 
the Forgiveness of Allah (swt). No matter how many times it is that you sin always come back to 
the Forgiveness of Allah (swt). 

Another lesson that we can take from this part of the ayah is to see the special place that 
Allah (swt) has given to the companions of the Prophet (saw). The Prophet (saw) has said that 
his (saw)'s generation is the very best. This means that they were the closest of all generations 
to Allah (swt). They were the ones who feared Allah (swt) the most, they were the ones who 
loved Allah (swt) the most, and they were the ones who dedicated themselves to Allah (swt) the 
most. So despite this sin that they committed when they ran from the battlefield, despite 
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whatever sins they may have done in the past that allowed Shaitan to make them fall at that 
moment, Allah (swt) still forgave them. The fact that Allah (swt) forgave them even after all that 
they have done shows how beloved they are to Him (swt). 

So it is not right for any Muslim today to criticize the companions of the Prophet (saw) in 
any way. Who are you to criticize those whom Allah (swt) has specifically said that He (swt) is 
pleased with them? Who are you to criticize those who were close to the Prophet (saw), the ones 
who supported and helped him (saw), and the ones who passed their days with him (saw)? Who 
are you to criticize those men and women whom Allah (swt) chose to be the companions of His 
(swt)'s Messenger (saw)? The ones who carried this Din from him (saw) to us. The ones who 
sacrificed and strove with all that they had so that you could be guided to Allah (swt). Who are 
you to say anything about the Sahabah of the Prophet (saw)? So know that if you criticize the 
Sahabah you are really finding fault with Allah (swt) and the Prophet (saw). You are finding fault 
with those whom Allah (swt) Himself chose to be the companions of His (swt)'s Messenger. 

When we look back to the Fitna that happened at the time of the later generations of the 
Sahabah we have to think that each Sahabah in this trial did what they thought was right. We 
have to think that each Sahabah feared Allah (swt) and did what they thought was most pleasing 
to Allah (swt). But since they were humans just like us some of them may have erred in their 
ijtihad and their reasoning. However they all had that sincerity to Allah (swt) and they did what 
they thought was right. May Allah (swt) save us from ever being among those who speak or even 
think anything evil about the companions of the Prophet (saw)! 

Finally Allah (swt) ends this ayah by reminding us that surely and without a doubt He 
(swt) is the "All-Forgiving All-Forbearing". These are two of the most beautiful Names of 
Allah (swt). When Allah (swt) says that He (swt) is the All-Forgiving this means that there is no 
sin that He (swt) will not overlook. There is no act of disobedience that He (swt) will not forgive. 
There is nothing that you can do which is beyond the Forgiveness of Allah (swt), for every sin 
that you have done when you know this Name of Allah (swt) then you have a hope that He (swt) 
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will forgive you that sin if you sincerely seek Forgiveness of Him (swt). This is because such is His 
(swt)'s Nature, it is Who Fie (swt) IS. Fie (swt) is the All-Forgiving. 

Allah (swt) is also the All-Forbearing. This means that Allah (swt) delays the 
punishment and that Fie (swt) does not punish you immediately for what you have done. We 
know that Allah (swt) can punish us in the instant that we commit a sin if Fie (swt) so desired. 
Allah (swt) has no reason whatsoever to delay the punishment that is due upon us. Allah (swt) 
can punish us at that moment when we commit the sin. Such is what we would deserve for 
neglecting our duty to Him (swt). Fie (swt) is our Creator and Fie (swt) is the One Who has given 
us everything that we have. Fie (swt) is also the Perfect One and the Majestic One. The One Who 
has a right to be submitted to. So Fie (swt) could punish us in the Fire forever for even a moment 
of sin. But Fie (swt) does not. Rather Fie (swt) is the All-Forbearing so Fie (swt) overlooks what 
we do again and again. Allah (swt) has given man so much time to repent and to come back to 
Him (swt) that it is almost beyond belief. The fact that a Being could be so forbearing is almost 
beyond belief. But once again such is His (swt)'s Nature. Allah (swt) is the All-Forbearing. May 
Allah (swt) help us to remember these Names when we find ourselves having fallen into sin! May 
Allah (swt) help us to remember these Names when Shaitan tells us that we are beyond the 
Mercy of Allah (swt)! May Allah (swt) also make us to see the reality of these Names when we 
return to Him (swt) on the Last Day! 
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157. 0 you who believe do not be like the ones who do kufr and say of their brothers 
who travel in the earth or go out for battle, "If only they had been with us, they 
would not have died and they would not have been killed", so that Allah makes this to 
be an intense regret in their hearts. And Allah gives life and takes death. And Allah is 
with all that you do All-Seeing. 

In this ayah Allah (swt) brings our attention to the aftermath of the battle of Uhud. In 
the previous ayah Allah (swt) had told us how He (swt) had forgiven the Muslims despite the 
mistakes that they had made during the battle. Allah (swt) also told us in the previous ayah how 
the battle was a great test for the Muslims. It was a means by which Allah (swt) purified the true 
and sincere believers and He (swt) blotted out the hypocrites and those weak in faith. However 
despite the lessons learned from it and the benefits derived from it, when it was over the battle 
was extremely costly for the Muslims. Not only was the Prophet (saw) himself injured in this 
battle but also many of the best Muslims were martyred. Muslims like Hamza (ra) and Musab ibn 
Umayr (ra), those who very instrumental in establishing this Din. Although these martyrs were 
with Allah (swt), the dawah had lost important and critical members. All of the Muslims were sad 
at what they had to suffer in the aftermath of this battle. So it is to this terrible aftermath that 
Allah (swt) brings our attention to in this ayah. Allah (swt) shows us how we should behave 
when we are faced with a setback or a loss. Allah (swt) also shows us how we should respond to 
those devils who make us try to second guess our actions and who make us try to forget about 
Him (swt). 
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Allah (swt) begins this ayah by saying "O you who believe, do not be like the ones 
who do kufr". Here we see that Allah (swt) is calling out to us and He (swt) is telling us not to 
be like ones who do kufr. Even from this first part of the ayah there are several lessons and 
benefits that we can take. One of these lessons is that we should not be like the ones who do 
kufr. We should not act like them, we should not think like them, and we should not look like 
them. We are the ones who believe in this Message. We are the ones who have submitted 
ourselves to Allah (swt). They do not believe in this Message and they have not submitted to Him 
(swt). So how can we imitate them or try to copy them in any way. 

Then Allah (swt) describes the ones who do kufr as the ones who "say of their 
brothers who travel in the earth or go out for battle, "If only they had been with us 
they would not have died and they would not have been killed". In the previous part of 
the ayah Allah (swt) told us not to be like the ones who do kufr. In this part He (swt) brings our 
attention to a specific aspect of their behavior that we should strive to avoid. Recall how we said 
that this ayah was revealed in the aftermath of the battle of Uhud. Now when the Muslims 
suffered many casualties after the battle, the hypocrites in Madinah decided to take advantage of 
this opportunity. They said that if only their brothers, meaning the true and sincere believers, 
had not gone out in battle then they would not have died and they would not have been killed. 
Remember that before the battle of Uhud began, Abdullah bin Ubayy and the hypocrites who 
were with him had abandoned the Prophet (saw) and the Muslim army. Instead of marching 
forward into battle with the Muslims, they had run cowardly away back to Madinah. Now they are 
saying that if only the Muslims had done what they had done, then they would not have been 
killed in battle. If only the Muslims had stayed behind in Madinah, then they would be alive at 
this moment. Such was their thinking, they only thought about the life of this world and they 
never thought about Allah (swt). May Allah (swt) save us from thinking like they did! 

So one lesson that we can take from this part of the ayah is to remind ourselves once 
again that this "what if" thinking is from the hypocrites and the ones who do kufr. The true 
believer knows that everything happens only with permission and decree of Allah (swt). So the 


243 



true believer does not think in this way when some misfortune befalls him. He knows that his 
purpose is only to worship and serve Allah (swt). So he tries his best to fulfill this purpose. As 
long as he is trying his best to worship and serve Allah (swt), then he does not have any regrets. 
He realizes that everything which comes to him comes from Allah (swt). He realizes that in 
everything which happens to him there is a test from his Lord. So he does not grieve, he does 
not despair, and he does not have regrets. The only time that he regrets is when he fails in his 
duty to worship and serve Allah (swt). The only time he feels sad is when he commits a sin. 
Otherwise he keeps pressing forward on his mission. He knows that whatever calamity or 
difficulty that befalls him is only from Allah (swt). Of course he takes every precaution and plans 
his moves to the best of his ability. But he does not allow fear or regret to prevent him from 
worshipping and serving Allah (swt). He does not allow sorrow or anxiety to hold him back. He 
knows that everything happens only with the permission and decree of Allah (swt) and so he has 
complete trust and reliance on Him (swt). 

Another lesson that we can take from this part of the ayah is to notice how Allah (swt) 
says, "they go out for battle". So the meaning given here is that Muslims go out and fight in 
battle. They do not only fight in self-defense but they go out and fight as well. With the 
exception of the battle of Uhud, the vast majority of the battles that the Muslims fought in during 
the time of the Prophet (saw) were offensive battles. The Prophet (saw) would send raiding 
parties to attack the trading caravans of the Quraysh. The Prophet (saw) would also dispatch 
large armies to do battle with the enemies of this Message when they refused to yield the 
political sovereignty in their land to Allah (swt). How do you think Islam spread from a tiny city in 
Arabia to span more than half the world? So from this part of the ayah we see that those who 
say that Islam only allows fighting in self-defense are fools. They are either completely ignorant 
even to the ayahs of the Quran or they are being controlled by the enemies of this Message. 
They want to change this Din to suit their own whims and desires. May Allah (swt) save this 
Ummah from them and from their lies! May Allah (swt) bring back the Islamic State so that the 
soldiers of this Din can march on this earth once again! 
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Then Allah (swt) says, "so that Allah makes this to be an intense regret in their 
hearts". Here Allah (swt) continues to describe those weak in faith. Those who wished that their 
brothers did not march forward into battle. All that preoccupied their minds was possibilities of 
what could have happened. Remember that these are a people who only think about the life of 
this world. They have forgotten about Allah (swt) and about their obligations towards Him (swt). 
So when they learned that their family members from among the Muslims had been killed in the 
battle of Uhud, a deep sense of regret and sorrow consumed their hearts. They kept thinking 
that if only their brothers had stayed behind with them then they would not have been killed. 
Allah (swt) tells us in this part of the ayah that this intense regret that they feel in their hearts is 
a punishment from Him (swt). This sadness that they feel is a punishment from Allah (swt) for 
their forgetting about Him (swt). If only they had remembered Allah (swt) then they would have 
realized the reason why their family members went out for battle and why they had been killed. 
But they forgot about Allah (swt) and they only thought about this world. So this intense regret 
and grief consumed them, all that they thought about was what could have happened. 

Then Allah (swt) says "And Allah gives life and takes death". Here Allah (swt) 
reminds them once again of the reality that they failed to comprehend. This reality being that life 
and death are only from Allah (swt). He (swt) gives life as He (swt) pleases and He (swt) takes 
death as He (swt) pleases. He (swt) is the only One Who has complete control over the life and 
death of each and every single one of us. So when any of us dies it is only because Allah (swt) 
has pleased for us to die at that moment. The only ones who are saved from the intense grief 
that comes with death are those who realize this fact, who submit to the Decree of Allah (swt) 

Allah (swt) ends this ayah by reminding us that He (swt) Sees all that we do. He (swt) 
Sees the actions of our limbs and He (swt) Sees the actions of our hearts. He (swt) Sees those 
who strive for Him (swt), and He (swt) Sees those who remain behind. He (swt) Sees those who 
trust in Him (swt) and those who have apprehension and fear. He (swt) Sees those who accept 
His (swt)'s Decree and are content with it, and those who complain and grieve. He (swt) Sees all 
this and He (swt) will take us to account for what He (swt) has seen. 
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158. And if you are killed in the Path of Allah or if you die, then Forgiveness from 
Allah and Mercy are better than all that they amass. 

In the previous ayah Allah (swt) told us about those who criticized the Muslims for going 
out in His (swt)'s Path. These people were the hypocrites and those weak of faith. All that they 
could think about was that if only the Muslims had remained behind in Madinah with them then 
they would not have been killed. These were a people whose hearts were attached to the life of 
this world instead of being attached to Allah (swt). They did not remember Allah (swt) and so 
they did not see Him (swt) everywhere as the true believers did. All that they saw was the life of 
this world. Here Allah (swt) brings our attention to one of the most important facts that these 
people had missed, and that is the great reward that He (swt) has promised for those who fight 
in His (swt)'s way. 

Allah (swt) says in this ayah "And if you are killed in the Path of Allah or if you die, 
then Forgiveness from Allah and Mercy are better than all that they amass". Here Allah 
(swt) corrects the thinking of those whose hearts and minds are attached to the life of this world. 
Allah (swt) shows them that there is something beyond death. He (swt) shows them that there is 
something beyond this life that they know. He (swt) also shows them that it is something much 
better than this world and all that this world has to offer. This is Forgiveness from Allah (swt) and 
Mercy. What is Forgiveness from Allah (swt)? It is being saved from the Fire. We are all destined 
for the Fire. All of us have done more than enough sins to make the Fire obligatory on us. All of 
us have fallen short in our obligations to Allah (swt) more than enough times to make the Fire 
obligatory on us. So the only way that any of us can escape the Fire is through the Forgiveness 
of Allah (swt). How much then do you need the Forgiveness of Allah (swt)? How much do we all 
need it? That is why Allah (swt) declares in this ayah that anyone who goes out in His (swt)'s 
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Path and then they are killed therein or they die therein, these are the ones who are guaranteed 
Forgiveness from Him (swt). Allah (swt) promises them here that Fie (swt) will forgive them for 
each and every one of their sins. Flow wonderful is that? 

In addition to Forgiveness from Allah (swt) and being saved from the Fire, they are also 
granted Mercy. What is Mercy? Mercy is peace. Mercy is tranquility. Mercy is the Garden. Mercy is 
the soft grass beneath your feet. Mercy is the cool wind that blows on your skin. Mercy is the 
delicious fruit. Mercy is the refreshing drinks. Mercy is the extending shade. Mercy is the flowing 
water springs. Mercy is the raised couches. Mercy is the pure and beautiful companions. Mercy is 
being with the ones whom who love. Mercy is having whatever you want. Mercy is never having 
to toil and struggle again. Mercy is never knowing pain or sickness again. Mercy is never being 
too hot or too cold. Mercy is never tasting sadness or fear. Mercy is never becoming tired or 
bored. But most of all Mercy is the good Pleasure of your Creator and Sustainer. Just to know 
that Fie (swt) is pleased with you. What could be better than this? 

So in the midst of the hypocrites and the weaklings complaining about those who go out 
in the Path of Allah (swt), Allah (swt) reveals this ayah where Fie (swt) promises His (swt)'s 
Forgiveness and Mercy for those who go out in His (swt)'s Path. Allah (swt) promises this for 
anyone who goes forth in His (swt)'s Path and then they are killed therein or even if they die any 
way while they are out in His (swt)'s Path. So even those who die accidentally or die from some 
disease, while they are out in the Path of Allah (swt), will get this reward. What a blow this must 
have been for the hypocrites and their foolish complaining? Not only does Allah (swt) show them 
what the martyrs have achieved which they never will, but Allah (swt) also shows them how 
worthless what they amass is. These hypocrites wanted to cling to this world because of the 
wealth that they amass in it. They love their durhams and dinars and their dollars and cents. All 
that they care about is amassing as much of this wealth as they can. They think more about their 
bank accounts than they do about Allah (swt). This is the reason why they want to stick to this 
world. For a handful of money that could be lost at any instant. Allah (swt) shows them in this 
ayah how what Fie (swt) has promised the martyrs and those who strive in His (swt)'s cause is 
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much better than this. Think to yourself as to what it is that they covet, and think to yourself as 


to what it is that Allah (swt) has promised you. Which of these do you want for yourself? 

Because fighting is not permissible without the Islamic State, many of us today may think 
that it is not possible for any of us to go out in the Path of Allah (swt) and get this reward of 
Forgiveness and Mercy from Allah (swt). But there is an authentic hadith of the Prophet (saw) 
where he (saw) has told us that the one who leaves his home in search of knowledge is as if he 
is out in the Path of Allah (swt). So if you leave your home in search of knowledge of the Din, 
and if you do it sincerely for Allah (swt), then it will be like you are out in the Path of Allah (swt) 
from the moment you step foot outside your home till the moment you go back inside. If you 
should have the good fortune to die while you are on this journey then you know from this ayah 
what is the great reward that is waiting for you. So Insha Allah all of us should make more of an 
effort to seek knowledge of the Din. We have to realize that only through the knowledge of this 
Din can this Ummah be revived. As Imam Shafi (ra) has said, the solution to our problem is there 
in the Quran and Sunnah. It is only up to us to make an effort to find it. May Allah (swt) give us 
the enabling grace! 




159. And if you die or are killed, then surely to Allah will you be gathered. 

In the previous ayahs Allah (swt) told us about the speech of the hypocrites and those 
weak in faith. Flow they would discourage the Muslims from going out in the path of Allah (swt). 
Flow they would say, "If only our brothers had stayed with us then they would not have been 
killed". These people failed to realize that it was Allah (swt) and Allah (swt) Alone Who controlled 
life and death, and they failed to realize that death comes whenever Fie (swt) has decreed for it 
to come. So it makes no difference whether their brothers would have stayed with them or gone 
out in the Path of Allah (swt), they would have met the deaths that Allah (swt) had decreed for 
them. The only difference is that those Muslims who went out in the Path of Allah (swt) would 
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have gained Forgiveness from Allah (swt) and Mercy, and as for those who refused to go, well 
what can a people have for themselves in the Flereafter when they do not have Forgiveness from 
Allah (swt) and Mercy? May Allah (swt) save us from that! Now in this ayah Allah (swt) reminds 
us all once again of the fate of every single soul that leaves this world. What is this life except a 
journey to that moment? The moment when we will return to Allah (swt). So all that we do in 
this life should be to prepare for that moment. 

Allah (swt) says in this ayah "And if you die or are killed, then surely to Allah will 
you be gathered". There are some people who die on their deathbeds from old age, and there 
are some who are killed in the Path of Allah (swt). But no matter who you are and no matter how 
you died there is only fate for each and every single soul. In this ayah Allah (swt) reminds us of 
that fate. Death is a reality that everyone is sure about but few people want to remember it and 
few people want to accept it. In this ayah Allah (swt) reminds us once again of that certain 
reality. You cannot realize how important it is that we are all constantly reminded of death. In 
order to save ourselves from sin we always need to be reminded of this reality. It is the only way 
in which we can save ourselves from being overly attached to this world. 

Allah (swt) tells us here how each and every soul, no matter how it met death, would still 
be gathered onto Him (swt). Notice how Allah (swt) emphasizes that all the souls will be 
gathered together onto Him (swt). You can almost picture yourself being gathered along with all 
of humanity and being taken toward Allah (swt). This will be a reality that each and every one us 
will soon experience. Allah (swt) will gather each and every one of us towards Him (swt). So we 
should never ask if we are going to die or how we are going to die or even when we are going to 
die. In the end all of these are irrelevant. No matter how you die or where you die or when you 
die the result is that you will still be gathered onto Allah (swt). So the only question that we 
should ask is what will happen to us when we die. We should only ask what will be our fate when 
we are gathered to Allah (swt). 

So see here how Allah (swt) completely turns around the argument that the hypocrites 
and the weaklings were bringing. They were feeling sorry for the ones who had gone out and 
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had been killed in the Path of Allah (swt), they were saying that if the ones who had been killed 
had stayed behind then they would not have died. But when these hypocrites hear these ayahs 
then they realize that it is for themselves that they should be feeling sorry for. Everyone is going 
to die, but the real question to ask is whether or not Allah (swt) will be pleased with you when 
you are gathered to Him (swt). So when these fools heard this ayah they saw that it was for 
themselves that they should be feeling sorry. They had not delayed their deaths by hiding in their 
homes but instead they had only earned the Wrath of Allah (swt) for not heeding the call to 
battle. May Allah (swt) save us from ever becoming like them! May Allah (swt) make us among 
those who give our lives for this dawah! May Allah (swt) enable us all to return to Him (swt) with 
Him (swt) being pleased with us! 
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160. It is only by the Mercy of Allah that you are kind with them, and if you had been 
stern and hard-hearted with them then they would have dispersed from around you. 
So pardon them and seek forgiveness of them, and consult with them in the affairs. 
Then when you have made a decision then put your trust in Allah, surely Allah loves 
those who trust (in Him). 

In this ayah Allah (swt) addresses the Prophet (saw) after the battle of Uhud. We spoke 
previously about how difficult the battle of Uhud was for the Muslims, but just think how difficult 
this battle must have been for the Prophet (saw). It was especially difficult for him (saw) in his 
relationship with the Muslims. First when he (saw) had consulted with them as to whether they 
should go out and fight the enemy or remain in Madinah, the majority of them did not listen to 
his opinion. The majority of them wanted to go out and fight even though the Prophet (saw) 
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himself thought it was best that they remained in Madinah. So even this was painful for the 
Prophet (saw) when he (saw) saw that most of the Muslims were not following his (saw)'s 
opinion. Then the Prophet (saw) had to see one third of the Muslim army leave along with 
Abdullah bin Ubayy and the hypocrites. People who had once pledged to the Prophet (saw) that 
they would defend the Islamic State and the lives of the Muslims had now deserted him (saw). 
Then the archers who he (saw) himself had stationed to protect the rear of the Muslim army had 
disobeyed his (saw)'s explicit orders and left their posts. They did what he (saw) had specifically 
told them not to do. Finally in the heat of the battle when the Prophet (saw) was calling out to 
the Muslims, many of them had run away without heeding his (saw)'s call. The Prophet (saw) 
was calling out to them and they were running away from him (saw). Think how difficult all this 
must have been for the Prophet (saw). Fie (saw) was the Messenger of Allah (swt) to these 
people, so how could they behave in such a way towards him (saw)? This is why Allah (swt) 
revealed this ayah. It was specifically to console the Prophet (saw) in his (saw)'s relationship with 
the Muslims. 

Allah (swt) begins this ayah by saying "It is only by the Mercy of Allah that you are 
kind with them". When the Muslims were behaving in such a way with the Prophet (saw) 
where they were disobeying his (saw)'s orders and not heeding his (saw)'s call, he (saw) may 
have thought to himself that he (saw) had been too lenient with them. Perhaps he (saw) was too 
easy with them and that was why they were not heeding his commands. Here Allah (swt) shows 
the Prophet (saw) that such thinking is wrong. Rather Allah (swt) shows the Prophet (saw) how it 
is only by His (swt)'s Mercy that he (saw) was easy with them. So the Prophet (saw) should be 
happy that he (saw) is so kind and merciful with the believers. This should not be a cause of 
despair. The Prophet (saw)'s mercy with the believers is from the Mercy of Allah (swt). Allah 
(swt) loves the Muslims and He (swt) is Kind and Compassionate with them, so He (swt) sent to 
them a messenger who loves them as well and who is kind and compassionate with them as well. 
So by reminding the Prophet (saw) of this fact, Allah (swt) shows him (saw) that it was not 
wrong for him (saw) to be merciful and lenient with them. Rather it was the right thing for him 
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(saw) to do. The Prophet (saw)'s mercy to the believers is really the Mercy of Allah (swt). So 
Allah (swt) is telling him (saw) that he (saw) should continue to be merciful with the Muslims. 
Even though they disobeyed him (saw) and even though they fell short on their duties, he (saw) 
should still be merciful to them. This is because his mercy to them is from Allah (swt)'s Mercy 
and Allah (swt) loves the believers. 

In addition to being an exhortation to the Prophet (saw) to be merciful to the believers 
this part of the ayah is also a reminder to the believers to let them know how fortunate they are 
to have the Prophet (saw) with them. Allah (swt) reminds the Muslims how grateful they have to 
be to Him (swt) for sending them a messenger that is so merciful to them. The fact that the 
Prophet (saw) is merciful towards the Muslims is only because of the Mercy of Allah (swt). So just 
as we have to be grateful to Allah (swt) for our existence and all the things that we have been 
given, we also need to be grateful to Allah (swt) for the Prophet (saw) and all the love and mercy 
that he (saw) has for us. Even today our Ummah experiences the mercy of the Prophet (saw). 

For example we know that our Salah was originally legislated to be fifty prayers per day. It was 
only the Prophet (saw) who pleaded with Allah (swt) to reduce the number to five. We pray five 
times a day but we get the reward of fifty prayers. This was only because of the Prophet (saw) 
for our Ummah. Similar to this we know that there were several other regulations that Allah (swt) 
prescribed for us which the Prophet (saw) then asked Him (swt) to reduce because of his (saw)'s 
love for us. An example of this is the use of the toothbrush before every prayer. It was almost 
made an obligation and the Prophet (saw) reduced it to be only a recommendation because of 
the love that he (saw) has for us. How fortunate then are we to have such a messenger? 

Not only do we see the love and mercy of the Prophet (saw) for us today, but we will 
also see it on the Day of Judgment. We know that the Prophet (saw) will make intercession for 
our Ummah with Allah (swt) on the Day of Judgment. What great value will this intercession be 
for all of us. This is all from the love and compassion that he (saw) has for us. So we have to 
thank Allah (swt) for sending him (saw) to us by increasing in our worship and servitude to Him 
(swt). May Allah (swt) give us the enabling grace to do that! 
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In the next part of the ayah Allah (swt) says "and if you had been stern and hard¬ 
hearted with them then they would have dispersed from around you". In the previous 
part of the ayah Allah (swt) reminded the Prophet (saw) how it was only through Mercy from Him 
(swt) that he (saw) was merciful with the Muslims. In this part of the ayah Allah (swt) shows the 
Prophet (saw) what would have happened if Allah (swt) had not given him (saw) that mercy. If 
the Prophet (saw) had been hard with the Muslims then they would have all deserted him (saw). 
Even if they were certain that he (saw) was the Messenger of Allah (swt) they would have still 
deserted him (saw). People are by their nature weak creatures and they need tenderness and 
mercy. If they do not find this, if all that they find is harshness and sternness, then they will 
leave. So in this part of the ayah Allah (swt) consoles the Prophet (saw) even further. Allah (swt) 
shows the Prophet (saw) how he (saw) still has many followers, and these followers are there 
only because of the Mercy of Allah (swt). If Allah (swt) had not made the Prophet (saw) kind and 
compassionate then these followers would have left him (saw). From this part of the ayah we can 
also see that Allah (swt) is telling the Prophet (saw) that he (saw) needs to continue to be 
merciful to the Muslims even though they may have disobeyed him (saw) during the battle of 
Uhud. It is this mercy of the Prophet (saw) that keeps them close to him (saw), if he (saw) had 
been stern and hard-hearted with them they would have dispersed from all around him (saw). 

One lesson that we take from this part of the ayah is that we must be kind and 
compassionate with the people as well. Allah (swt) is the Most Merciful, Mercy is most salient 
attribute of our Lord. For every single moment of our lives we are experiencing His Mercy. So just 
as He (swt) has been Merciful towards us, we also need to be merciful towards the people. 

People respond to mercy and kindness and they come closer to mercy and kindness, and they 
run away from harshness and sternness. Since our job in life is to call the people to Allah (swt), 
to make them respond to our call, then we have to call them in a way that they will respond to 
us. Just as Allah (swt) tells us in this ayah, if we are harsh and stern with the people then they 
will run away from us. If they would have run from the Prophet (saw) then they will run from us. 
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This is especially true if you are a leader or a person in authority. It is very easy to 
become angry when you are the one in power. It is very easy to exert your power and authority 
on someone else when they displease you in any way. But to forgive and be kind with them is 
from the Divine. So if you are a parent or a husband or a teacher then remember this ayah. 
Remember the Kindness and Mercy of Allah (swt) upon you. Remember the kindness and mercy 
of your messenger (saw). Try to be as forgiving as you can be, try to speak in the most kind of 
words, and whenever you can try to show more and more mercy. Of course there should be 
discipline and there should be punishment but these should be used carefully. As a general rule 
you should show mercy. Try to inculcate into those who are under your care the fear of Allah 
(swt) so that they would think twice about doing anything displeasing to Him (swt). They should 
fear Allah (swt) more than they fear you and this Taqwa should keep them away from 
misbehaving Insha Allah. May Allah (swt) allow us to be as kind and merciful as we can be! 

Then Allah (swt) says to the Prophet (saw) "So pardon them and seek forgiveness 
of them". Not only does the Prophet (saw) need to be kind and merciful towards the believers 
but he (saw) must also pray to Allah (swt) to pardon them and grant them His (swt)'s 
Forgiveness. Here we must once again note the Love and Mercy that Allah (swt) has for this 
Ummah. Instead of telling the Prophet (saw) to punish them, He (swt) tells the Prophet (saw) to 
seek pardon for them. Even though the Muslims had been disobedient during the battle of Uhud 
and even though they had failed in their duty to worship and serve Allah (swt), He (swt) still 
turns to them in Forgiveness. Notice how Allah (swt) gives the Prophet (saw) two commands 
here and both of them show the Mercy and Forgiveness of our Lord. First Allah (swt) says to seek 
pardon and then He (swt) says to seek Forgiveness. We should realize from this how vast is this 
Forgiveness of our Lord and how we should never give up on this Forgiveness. No matter how 
many sins we may have done, we have to always think that the Forgiveness of Allah (swt) is 
greater than our sins. May Allah (swt) give us the enabling grace to always seek His (swt)'s 
Forgiveness! We all know that we are bound for the Fire if Allah (swt) does not pour down upon 
His (swt)'s Forgiveness! 
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Then Allah (swt) says "and consult with them in the affairs". Here Allah (swt) tells 
the Prophet (saw) to make Shura with the Muslims. Shura is a form of mutual consultation where 
a group of people consult and discuss with each other as to what is the best course of action to 
follow. So Allah (swt) is telling the Prophet (saw) here that not only must he (saw) be kind with 
the Muslims and pardon them, but he (saw) must also seek their advice and consult with them in 
conducting the affairs of the Islamic State and the dawah. 

This is all that Shura is, it is merely mutual consultation. Some foolish Muslims today 
claim that Shura is the same as democracy, and they claim that since Allah (swt) has permitted 
Shura that means He (swt) has also permitted democracy. Such thinking comes because these 
fools do not understand what Shura is and they also do not understand what democracy is. 
Democracy is a system of government where the sovereignty belongs to the people, it is a form 
of government where the people or their representatives make the laws for the land. Shura on 
the other is only mutual consultation and discussion. In the case of Shura the sovereignty in the 
land still belongs to Allah (swt). The Muslims only consult with each other. They do not legislate 
the laws for the land. When a matter has already been decided by the Law of Allah (swt), the 
Muslims cannot have any Shura on that issue. For example the Muslims in the Islamic State 
cannot make Shura to decide whether or not to make wine legal. Wine has already been 
forbidden in the Law of Allah (swt) so nothing that the Muslims can say or do can overturn this. 
Thus we see that the Shura has no legislative power, but on the other hand in a democracy the 
people or their representatives have legislative power. In a democracy the people can make wine 
legal if they wanted to, this is because in a democracy they have usurped the sovereignty that 
belongs to Allah (swt). They then rule the earth according to their whims and desires, they make 
as lawful whatever suits their whims and desires. This is totally different from what Shura is. Only 
the hypocrites and the traitors who want to replace the Islamic State with the systems of man 
would want us to believe that Shura end democracy are the same. 

So we see that unlike democracy, Shura has no legislative power whatsoever. The 
purpose of Shura in the Islamic State is only in the cases where the Law of Allah (swt) allows for 
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more than one course of action to be followed. Then the Muslims can make Shura to decide 
which of these options to follow. For example before the battle of Uhud began the Prophet (saw) 
knew that according to the Law of Allah (swt) they had to defend the Islamic State and they had 
to protect the lives of Muslims. Now what was the best way to accomplish this goal? Was it by 
staying and fighting within the city or was it by going out to meet the enemy? The Law of Allah 
(swt) did not specify which of these options to take, so this was where the Prophet (saw) 
employed Shura to seek the advice of the Muslims on what needed to be done. But the Prophet 
(saw) only sought their advice, he (saw) was not obligated to go by the decision that the Shura 
reaches. Similarly in the Islamic State the Khalifah is not obliged to go by the Shura, he merely 
consults the Shura to seek the opinion of the Muslims but the Khalifah is still the one who decides 
the course of the action to follow. Even at the time of the Prophet (saw), he (saw) sought the 
advice of the Muslims and when a majority of them wanted to go out and fight the enemy he 
(saw) decided to go with their opinion. But the decision was always his (saw)'s to make. If the 
Prophet (saw) wanted he (saw) could have gone against their wishes. The evidence for this can 
be seen from the very next part of the ayah where Allah (swt) says, "Then when you have 
made a decision". The pronoun for the word "you" that Allah (swt) uses here is in the singular 
and not the plural, so this shows that the decision belonged to the Prophet (saw) and not to the 
Muslims. The Prophet (saw) merely sought their advice and their suggestions through Shura, but 
the decision was still his (saw)'s to make. You may ask here as to why the Prophet (saw) did not 
go with his own opinion to remain in the city if the matter was up to him (saw). There are many 
reasons for this. One reason was because of his (saw)'s love and compassion for the Ummah, he 
(saw) wanted their voice to be heard and their opinion to be followed. Another reason that 
Sayyid Qutb puts forward is that the Prophet (saw) may already have known from Allah (swt) as 
to how the battle of Uhud would turn out. Since Allah (swt) wanted the Muslims to go through 
this trial and to taste defeat that is why the Prophet (saw) went with their opinion even though 
he (saw) knew that it was not the best course of action to follow. Allah (swt) Knows best, but the 
bottom line is that the decision was up to the Prophet (saw) and not up to the Shura. 
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The lesson that we can take from this is to see the huge difference between Shura and 
democracy. It is only Muslims who have a defeated way of thinking, who have lost their 
confidence in Islam to solve the problems of the Ummah, who are the ones that put forward this 
idea that democracy and Shura are the same. These Muslims see that the West had adopted 
democracy and they see the West to be progressed. So these fools say that Muslims need to 
adopt democracy as well if we are going to be successful. These fools fail to realize all of the 
flaws and weaknesses in democracy. They fail to see how democracy does not really give power 
to the people because it always the congressmen and members of parliament who make the 
decisions. These "lawmakers" rarely have the best interests of the people in mind, they are 
usually thinking about how they can get re-elected rather than thinking about what is in the best 
interest of their constituents. Most of them do not care about the people rather they only care for 
themselves. Another problem with democracy is that nothing ever gets done. Each lawmaker 
wants to do something different, so they always end up fighting and bickering with each other. 

In the end they do not pass any laws to take care of their people but rather they spend their 
days in congress or in parliament simply arguing and debating with each other. Yet another 
problem with democracy is what is known as the "tyranny of the majority". This is when the 
majority of the people always have their way but a minority is oppressed and silenced. The 
wishes and desires of the minority are never fulfilled. So in the end justice is not done for all of 
the people. Even the political intellectuals in the West will admit these problems with democracy 
but they will say that this is the best that they can do. They will say that there is nothing better 
than this. But we as Muslims know that there is something better. We know that there is a 
system of government that worked for 1400 years, far longer than the Western democracies of 
today, and it brought justice and progress for all people. Read your history. See how progressed 
a nation the Islamic State was. This was a government that was not being led around by their 
whims and desires of man but rather it was being guided by the Divine Light from above the 
seven heavens. Only we as Muslims today have this. Only we as Muslims can teach others. 
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Thus we can see how Shura is nothing like democracy and we can see how democracy is 
filled with problems. But then what do you expect from a system of government that comes from 
the mind of man? Do you expect such a system to work when the mind of man is so limited in 
terms of the knowledge on how to take care of the people? We as Muslims need to realize that 
we do not need democracy to be a revived nation once again. We were a revived and progressed 
nation without democracy when we implemented Islam fully. Not only we were revived and 
progressed but also we were revived and progressed without exploiting other people. The only 
reason why the West is progressed today is because they have exploited and pillaged millions. 
Just look at what they did to the Native Americans. They still continue to exploit the people 
today, just look at what they are doing in Africa and other third world countries. The reason why 
the West is so wealthy is not because their systems are perfect, rather it is because they have 
exploited other peoples and stolen their wealth. This is what we need to realize. We do not need 
their democracy. The Islamic State was a progressed and advanced country without exploiting 
anyone. In fact in the lands to which the Islamic State was spread, the people would welcome 
the Muslims because they knew of the mercy and justice of this Din. So we were already a 
progressed nation without democracy. It was only when we abandoned Islam for the systems of 
the West that we started to decline and fall. So the solution for us is to go back to Islam, the 
complete way of life that has been revealed to us by our Creator. This is the system that is the 
most pleasing to Allah (swt) and this is the system that will bring progress and revival back to our 
Ummah once again. This is because this is the Divine System that is free from errors and 
shortcomings while democracy and all other forms of government are from the minds of men. 

Men who are weak and men who always make mistakes. Men who are greedy an who only think 
about themselves. May Allah (swt) help all Muslims to realize this fact! 

As we can see from the world today it is not only these hypocrites who want the Muslims 
to adopt democracy but the enemies of this Message want the Muslims to adopt democracy as 
well. They want to create a world order where Islam is no more and where the earth is ruled by 
their systems of government. This is why they will tell us that democracy is what is best for us. 
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This is why they will tell us that in democracy is where our salvation lies. This is why they will 
even send their powerful military to our lands to force democracy down our throats. But what 
Muslims need to realize is that Islam and democracy will never be compatible with each other. 
They are diametrically opposed to each other at their very foundations. One says that Allah (swt) 
is the Lord and Master and one says that man is the lord and master. One says that Allah (swt) 
can be the only Legislator and one says that church and state must always be separate. How can 
you ever hope to reconcile between these two? You cannot, rather you must submit to the 
thought that is True and you must abandon the thought that is falsehood. If you do not do this 
then what will be your fate with Allah (swt) when you meet Him (swt) on the Last Day? How will 
you answer Him (swt) when He (swt) asks you why you abandoned the way of life that He (swt) 
sent down for you for the way of life of His (swt)'s enemies? Allah (swt) is the One Who gave you 
your life and everything that you have and this is how you show you gratitude to Him (swt)? May 
Allah (swt) make all Muslims to realize this fact! May Allah (swt) save our Ummah from these 
fools who want to abandon the Divine System that He (swt) has sent down for us for the system 
of His (swt)'s enemies! May Allah (swt) save us from the enemies of this Message who want to 
take us away from Him (swt)! 

In the next part of the ayah Allah (swt) says "Then when you have made a decision 
then put your trust in Allah". Here Allah (swt) tells the Prophet (saw) that after he (saw) has 
made Shura with the Muslims and has reached a decision, then he (saw) must put his trust in 
Allah (swt). Once the Shura has been consulted, and once the Prophet (saw) has made a 
decision, then he (saw) must be firm in that decision. There should be no second-guessing or 
wavering in the decision that has been made. Rather there must only be complete trust and 
reliance upon Allah (swt). 

We see from what happened at the battle of Uhud that the Prophet (saw) knew this fact 
very well. After the Prophet (saw) had made Shura with the Muslims, and he (saw) had decided 
to go with what the majority of the Muslims wanted, he (saw) did not then go back on his 
decision. After the Prophet (saw) had decided that the Muslims would go out and fight in the 
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open rather than staying and fighting in Madinah, he (saw) stood firm by this decision that he 
(saw) had made. He (saw) did not even change his mind when those very Muslims who wanted 
to go out and fight later came and asked him (saw) to change his mind. They were having 
doubts and they were second guessing themselves, but the Prophet (saw) had the complete trust 
and reliance on Allah (swt). He (saw) stood firm to the decision that he (saw) had made because 
he (saw) knew that Allah (swt) would take care of him (saw) and the Muslims. The Prophet (saw) 
knew that he (saw) was striving with every moment of his life to worship and serve Allah (swt) 
so he (saw) was certain that Allah (swt) would always take care of him (saw) and his Ummah. 

In the final part of this ayah Allah (swt) says "surely Allah loves those who trust". 
Allah (swt) loves those who put their trust in Him (swt). Your trust of Allah (swt) comes from 
your Iman in Him (swt) and your love for Him (swt). The both of these produce in you the good 
hope that He (swt) will only do what is best for you. You are traveling down this path that is your 
life and you do not know where you will end up. But you do know that Allah (swt) is with you at 
every step of the way. You know that if you sincerely strive to worship and serve Him (swt) as 
He (swt) created you to do then He (swt) will look after you and that He (swt) will protect you. 
You have this trust and reliance on Him (swt). This is what He (swt) loves. 

Now just because we have this trust in Allah (swt) it does not then mean that we should 
not try our very best to please Him (swt). Even though we trust upon Him (swt), we still have to 
do our part, we still have to try our best to please Him (swt). Allah (swt) created us to worship 
and serve Him (swt). He (swt) specifically told us that our purpose in this life is to strive to 
worship and serve Him (swt). So we cannot be lazy or complacent in this servitude and simply 
say that we have put our trust in Allah (swt). We cannot only put our trust in Allah (swt) and 
then not strive to please Him (swt). It is only the fools who want to be lazy or who want to 
follow their desires who think in such a way. How can you think that such an attitude would be 
pleasing to Allah (swt)? It is clearly wrong. We must not be like that, rather we must strive with 
every moment to please Allah (swt) by doing the actions that He (swt) has commanded us to do 
and by staying away from the actions that He (swt) has told us to avoid. Working and providing 
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for our families is just as much part of our servitude to Allah (swt) as our prayers are. We have 
to strive to the best of our ability to perform these obligations. But at the same time we should 
never think that our families are being provided because of our work. We only work to please 
Allah (swt) but we know that it is He (swt) Who provides for us. So we have the trust and 
reliance on Allah (swt) that He (swt) will always provide for us and that He (swt) will always take 
care of us. At the same time we try our best to do what we have to do. Similarly when it comes 
to dawah and working to bring back Islam we still do our part. Even though we trust in Allah 
(swt) that it is He (swt) Who will bring the victory, we still try our best to do our part. We still try 
our best to carry to other Muslims the idea of the Islamic State and our obligation to live under it, 
This is what it means to put our trust in Allah (swt). May Allah (swt) allow us to always put our 
trust in Him (swt)! May Allah (swt) give us the correct understanding of what it means to trust in 
Him (swt)! 
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161. If Allah helps you then there is none that can overcome you after that, and if He 
forsakes you then who is there who can help you after Him? And on Allah let the 
believers put their trust. 

In this ayah Allah (swt) continues to address the Muslims in the aftermath of the battle 
of Uhud. In the previous ayahs Allah (swt) had reprimanded the Muslims for their failure to have 
Taqwa and Sabr. Allah (swt) had promised them victory if they only had Taqwa and Sabr but 
they failed to have this when they left their posts after they had been specifically commanded 
not to. Allah (swt) had also reminded them how the battle and the defeat they suffered therein 
was a great test for them. It was a means by which Allah (swt) could purify the Muslim 
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community of those whose Iman was strong from those who were hypocrites and weak of faith. 
Now after such a devastating defeat, many in the Muslim community may have lost their 
confidence to fight. They may have wondered if they would ever be victorious again. So in this 
ayah Allah (swt) consoles the Muslims and He (swt) lets them know that if He (swt) is with them 
then there is no one who can overcome them. He (swt) reminds them that they will always have 
victory if He (swt) is with them. 

Allah (swt) begins this ayah by saying "If Allah helps you then there is none that 

can overcome you after that". Just think how much of a relief this ayah must have been for 
the early Muslims to hear. Not only did they suffer a bitter defeat at the battle of Uhud, but they 
suffered a bitter defeat in which many Muslims were martyred and the Prophet (saw) himself was 
injured. How must their hearts have been after such a devastating loss? Then think how it must 
have felt for them to hear these words from their Rabb. "If Allah helps you then there is 
none that can overcome you after that". When they hear these words then they remember 
that they can never know defeat if Allah (swt) is with them. They only tasted defeat because of 
their own inability to have Taqwa and Sabr for the sake of Allah (swt). They themselves had 
removed the Help of Allah (swt) by their failure to do what He (swt) commanded. But if only they 
would return to the path of servitude and if only they would be steadfast on that path then they 
would be guaranteed victory. If Allah (swt) is on their side, if Allah (swt) were to help them, then 
who is it there who can defeat them after that? Can even the most powerful force overcome 
them if they have Lord and Master of the universe on their side? So in this ayah Allah (swt) 
consoles the Muslims by letting them know that they would never be defeated again if only they 
would keep their duty to Him (swt). 

Then in the next part of the ayah Allah (swt) says "and if He forsakes you then who 
is there who can help you after Him?". After consoling the Muslims in this part of the ayah 
Allah (swt) warns them by reminding them that they will never be victorious if He (swt) were to 
take His (swt)'s Help away from them. Who will be there to help the Muslims if Allah (swt) were 
to forsake them? There would be no one to help them and then they would know only defeat. 
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Whenever the Muslim armies have fought in battle they have almost always been the weaker of 
the two sides. The enemy almost always had more manpower, and better armor and weapons. 
The only way that the Muslims have ever been able to achieve victory against such powerful 
enemies is with the Help of Allah (swt). If Allah (swt) were to take away His (swt)'s Help, then 
the Muslims would never see victory. So in this part of the ayah Allah (swt) reminds the Muslims 
that they must not displease Him (swt). Only if they were to displease Him (swt) would He (swt) 
then remove His (swt) Help like He (swt) did in the battle of Uhud, and without His (swt)'s Help 
they would surely be defeated. 

One lesson that we can take from this part of the ayah is to see the strong connection 
between the Help of Allah (swt) and victory. When Allah (swt) helps us then we are victorious 
and if Allah (swt) were to abandon us then we would be overcome. This is true both for the 
Muslim armies and for individual Muslims like you and me. Just like the Muslim armies need the 
Help of Allah (swt) to achieve victory, we also need the Help of Allah (swt) to do everything that 
we want. For any action that we take, even an action like eating a meal we need the Help of 
Allah (swt) for that action to complete properly. We cannot have any success in our lives without 
the Help of Allah (swt). If Allah (swt) were to forsake us for even a moment then we would be 
destroyed. Do you then realize how dependent you are on Allah (swt)? How then can you ever 
turn away from Him (swt) for even a moment? How can you do what might displease Him (swt)? 

So how do we ensure that we will always have the Help of Allah (swt)? It is by 
constantly striving to please Allah (swt). When we have Sabr and Taqwa His (swt)'s sake. When 
we do the actions that He (swt) is pleased with and we stay away from the actions that He (swt) 
is displeased with, then we have a hope that He (swt) will be pleased with us. Then we have a 
hope that He (swt) will help us and give us success and victory in all of our affairs. May Allah 
(swt) make it so for all of the sincere Muslims! 

Finally Allah (swt) ends this ayah by saying "And on Allah let the believers put their 
trust". How sure are we of this connection between the Help of Allah (swt) and victory? Can we 
even be certain that Allah (swt) would give us His (swt)'s help if we were to try and please Him 
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(swt)? Yes we have to be certain because such certainty comes from our trust in our Rabb. We 
trust in Allah (swt) and so we trust that He (swt) will give us victory if we dedicate our lives to 
pleasing Him (swt). This is our life and we are giving it for Allah (swt). How then can we be sure 
that He (swt) will look after us? We are sure because we trust in Him (swt). We trust Allah (swt) 
to look after us both in this world and the next. This is how all of the believers must trust in Allah 
(swt) as well. We have dedicated our lives to serving Allah (swt) and we trust in Him (swt) to 
grant us victory both in this life and the next. May Allah (swt) be there for all of the sincere 
believers who trust in Him (swt)! May Allah (swt) give this Ummah victory by returning us to 
worshipping and serving Him (swt)! 



162. It was never for a Prophet to do ghulul, and whoever does ghulul he shall bring 
what he did ghulul to on the Day of Standing. Then every soul will be paid in full what 
it has earned and they will not be wronged. 

One of the main reasons why the Muslims had lost the battle of Uhud was because the 
archers had abandoned their posts. Even when the Prophet (saw) had specifically told them to 
stand their ground, they still left their posts and disobeyed the express orders of their prophet 
and their commander. Now what was the reason for their disobedience? We know that they 
wanted to go after the war booty that had been left behind by the retreating Quraysh soldiers. 
This however was not the only reason. Some of these archers had heard a rumor that said that 
the Prophet (saw) had taken some of the war booty in the battle of Badr without fairly 
distributing it amongst the Muslims. Of course this rumor was a complete fabrication. It was 
made up by the hypocrites who wanted to destroy this Message. Their intention was to trick the 
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Muslims into losing their love for the Prophet (saw). But some of these archers had thought that 
there might have been some truth to this rumor. They thought that if they did not leave their 
posts at that point to go and claim the war booty, then there might not be any left for them after 
the battle was over. They actually thought that the Prophet (saw) might take their share of the 
war booty. See then how foolish their thinking was, and see how deceived they were by Shaitan. 
In this ayah Allah (swt) responds to such thinking. In this ayah Allah (swt) clears the name of His 
(swt)'s Messenger (saw) from such accusations. 

Allah (swt) begins this ayah by saying "It was never for a Prophet to do ghulul'. 

The word ghulul means to unlawfully take the public property of the Muslims. It specifically 
refers to when someone in authority misappropriates the public property that belongs to all 
Muslims. Someone who uses their position to take wealth that does not belong to them. This kind 
of theft is much worse than any other kind. For one thing you are using your position in 
authority to commit the theft and furthermore what is even worse is that you are not stealing 
from one particular person but rather you are stealing from the entire community. So in this part 
of the ayah Allah (swt) declares for all that the Prophet (saw) would never do such a thing. The 
language of the ayah actually gives the meaning that the Prophet (saw) is not even capable of 
doing such an act. You know that the prophets and messengers are protected from both minor 
and major sins, so how can you even think that the Leader of the Messengers would commit a 
major sin like this? So in this part of the ayah Allah (swt) shows these archers how foolish they 
were in thinking that the Prophet (saw) would unfairly take their share of the war booty. The 
Prophet (saw) would never do such a thing. The Prophet (saw) always does what is just and fair 
for this Ummah and he (saw) even sacrifices and gives up what he (saw) has for this Ummah. 
May Allah (swt) raise him (saw) to the highest stations in Paradise and to nearness to Him (swt)! 

In the next part of the ayah Allah (swt) says "whoever does ghulul he shall bring 
what he did ghulul to on the Day of Standing". Here Allah (swt) shows us what a great sin 
doing ghulul is. Just imagine, you will be bringing that which you stole from the Muslims on the 
Day of Judgment. You will be carrying it and bringing it with you on the Day of Judgment. Can 
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you imagine the kind of pain that you will suffer because of that? On the one hand you will suffer 
the psychological punishment that comes from the humiliation of everyone seeing you to be a 
thief who stole from the Muslims. On the other hand that which you stole will be a source of 
physical pain for you on that Day. Allah (swt) will make that which you stole to cause you pain on 
that Day. May Allah (swt) save us from that! May Allah (swt) save us from even stealing one 
penny of that which belongs to the Muslims! 

In the next part of this ayah Allah (swt) says "Then every soul will be paid in full 
what it has earned". Here Allah (swt) reminds us how complete justice will be done on that 
Day. If anyone stole anything then they will see it on that Day. They will see the evil that they 
have earned on that Day. We should think deeply about the consequences of what this means. 
We should remind ourselves of how every single action, no matter how big or how small, will be 
brought out on that Day. Every single action that you have done in the life of this world is what 
you have earned and on that Day you will be paid in full for all that you have earned. Every good 
deed that you did will be a source of peace and comfort for you and every bad deed that you did 
might be a source of pain and suffering for you if Allah (swt) decides not to forgive you. Just as 
you must always have a hope in the Mercy of Allah (swt) you must also always have a fear of the 
punishment of Allah (swt) and the Justice of Allah (swt). You should be scared of each and every 
one of your sins. You have to keep asking yourself what you can do to avoid these sins. Allah 
(swt) will not do injustice to anyone but He (swt) will pay everyone in full for all that they have 
done. So you know that you will be paid in full for all the good that you have done. Not even a 
single good deed that you did will be overlooked. But similarly you will be paid in full for all of the 
evil that you have done as well? Can you even begin to imagine the kind of punishment that 
Allah (swt) has kept reserved for you if you were to be punished for all of your sins and for all of 
your shortcomings in your worship and servitude to Him (swt)? This is why we should hope in the 
Forgiveness and Mercy of Allah (swt). We all know that we have done far more evil than good, 
and if our Lord does not forgive us then we are doomed. 
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Finally Allah (swt) says "and they will not be wronged". This is to remind us that no 
injustice will be done to anyone on that Day. Although Allah (swt) may look over and forgive 
many of our sins and our shortcomings, Fie (swt) will not overlook any of our good deeds. We 
can be certain that we will be paid in full for every single good deed that we do. No injustice 
whatsoever will be done to us. When we realize this then what is holding us back from doing 
more and more good deeds? Why do you not want to strive to fill your time with actions that are 
pleasing to Allah (swt)? When you know that you have a Lord that is so Majestic and so Perfect 
and so Sublime, and when you know that every single action that you do and every single 
thought that you have can bring you closer to Him (swt), then why do you want to let even one 
moment to pass you by when you are in heedlessness of Him (swt)? 

One lesson that we can take from this ayah is to see what a great sin ghulul is. How 
great a sin is it for someone in authority to steal the property and the wealth of the Muslims? 
Unfortunately how common is this today among the fools who are supposed to be the leaders of 
Muslim lands? Some of these fools take the vast natural resources that Allah (swt) has blessed 
the Muslims lands with and they give it to the enemies of this Message. Others exploit the people 
and keep all of the wealth in the land for themselves. Through corruption, bribery and extortion 
they bleed the people dry of all that they have. They only remain in power for a short time, long 
enough for them to get rich and leave the Muslim country for a land where the enemies of this 
Message are. Can you imagine how much of the Wrath of Allah (swt) these fools have earned for 
themselves? Such is the sorry state of affairs that Muslims have to deal with because we do not 
have the Islamic State. Without the Islamic State there is no Islamic Economic System. When you 
do not have the Islamic Economic System, you have an economic system where everyone only 
cares for themselves. Everyone only wants to get rich and gain as much wealth as possible. They 
do not care who they have to steal from and who they have to exploit. They only care about 
getting as much material things of this world as possible. Can you imagine how their situation will 
be on the Day of Judgment when they are made to carry all of this wealth that they stole? Can 
you imagine the kind of pain that this wealth will bring to them on that Day? In the life of this 
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world they turned away from Allah (swt) to get that wealth, soon they will realize what that 
wealth will do to them. They will feel the pain that this wealth will cause them. May Allah (swt) 
save us from becoming like them! May Allah (swt) bring back the Islamic State so that these 
fools who steal the wealth of this Ummah can be removed from power! 
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163. Is one who follows the Pleasure of Allah like one who draws on himself the 
Wrath of Allah? And his home is Hell, what an evil place of return. 

In this ayah Allah (swt) brings our attention to two different kinds of people. One is a 
person who lives to seek the Pleasure of Allah (swt) and one is a person who brings down upon 
himself the Wrath of Allah (swt). One person strives with every moment of his or her life to do as 
many good deeds as possible, to do as many of the deeds that are pleasing to Allah (swt) as 
possible. The other person does not care for Allah (swt). They do not care that they were created 
only to worship and serve Allah (swt). So they simply do whatever their desires tell them to do. 
One is a person who lives for Allah (swt) and one is a person who lives for their lusts. Allah (swt) 
then asks us if these two kinds of people are the same in any way? 

Of course they are not the same. They are as different as night and day. So how then 
could anyone ever accuse the Prophet (saw) of stealing from the Muslims? Anyone who is foolish 
enough to think in such a way cannot see the difference between these two kinds of people. The 
Prophet (saw) lived only to seek the Pleasure of Allah (swt). On the other hand anyone who 
steals from the Muslims draws upon themselves the Wrath of Allah (swt). How then can the 
Prophet (saw) ever be likened to these kind of people? So here that Allah (swt) brings our 
attention to how foolish are those who think in such a way. How foolish are those who would 
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even think such of the Prophet (saw). May Allah (swt) save us from thinking like that! May Allah 
(swt) allow us to realize who the Prophet (saw) was! May Allah (swt) allow us to live to seek His 
(swt)'s Pleasure just like our beloved (saw) did! 

One lesson that we can take from this ayah is to remind ourselves once again how 
everything that the Prophet (saw) did was only to seek the Pleasure of Allah (swt). Today the 
Orientalists and the enemies of this Message attribute many fowl and evil acts to the Prophet 
(saw). May Allah (swt) curse them for their lies! They want to destroy this Message by attacking 
the Messenger. So if you listen to their lies and fabrications you might think that the Prophet 
(saw) was one who only lived for himself and his lusts. Such could not be further from the Truth. 
As we see from this ayah the Prophet (saw) was one who only lived to seek the Pleasure of Allah 
(swt). Every single action that he (saw) took, even his (saw)'s marriages, was only to seek the 
Pleasure of Allah (swt). It was only to establish this Din in the land and to carry this Message to 
the people. Anyone who takes the time to study's his (saw)'s life will see this fact. They falsely 
accuse the Prophet (saw) of following lusts and desires, when it is really they who want to follow 
their lusts and their desires, while they turn away from the Divine. This is why they seek to 
destroy this Message by defaming the messenger. 

Then Allah (swt) says "And his home is Hell, what an evil place of return". The 
Prophet (saw) has already been promised the highest level in Paradise. He (saw) has been 
promised that station that is the closest to Allah (swt). But what has been promised to the fools 
who steal from the Muslims? What has been promised for those who fail in their duty to worship 
and serve Allah (swt)? What has been promised for those who speak evil about the Prophet 
(saw)? What has been promised for those who forget about Allah (swt)? Hell is what has been 
promised for them. A place of burning and pain. A place where nothing will be known except 
suffering and misery. This is their home. This is where they will return to. This is where they will 
be in forever. May Allah (swt) make them taste its punishment! May Allah (swt) save us from it! 
May Allah (swt) bring us close to our beloved (saw)! 
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164. They are degrees with Allah, and Allah is Seeing with all that they do. 

In the previous ayah Allah (swt) told us about two very different kinds of people. One is 
a person who lives only to seek the Pleasure of Allah (swt) and the other is a person who lives 
only to satisfy their lusts and desires. One of these is the closest of people to Allah (swt) and the 
other is furthest from Him (swt). Can these two people be the same in any way? No they are as 
different as night and day. As far apart as the east and the west. So this is where these two 
kinds of people are. In this ayah Allah (swt) shows us where the rest of mankind stands. 

Allah (swt) says in this ayah "They are degrees with Allah". Just like the two persons 
whom Allah (swt) had described in the previous ayah, all of mankind also has a station of 
nearness to Allah (swt). Some people like the Prophet (saw) and the Sahabah are very close to 
Allah (swt), they are the ones who are always seek to gain the Pleasure of Allah (swt). Others 
like the ones destined for the Fire are the furthest away from Allah (swt), they turn away from 
their Creator and Sustainer to follow their lusts and desires. So all of mankind is in a degree of 
nearness to Allah (swt). They all have degrees with Allah (swt), some are very close to Him (swt) 
and some are far away from Him (swt). May Allah (swt) make us among those near to Him (swt)! 

So we see from this ayah that every single human being has a station of nearness to 
Allah (swt). The ones who think more about Allah (swt) and the ones who do more of the deeds 
to please Him (swt) are the ones who are the nearest to Him (swt). So we should all strive to 
achieve this station of nearness to Allah (swt). We should all strive to remember Him (swt) more 
and we should all strive to do more of the deeds that He (swt) is pleased with. Know that just 
one more good deed, even the smallest of deeds, brings you nearer to your Lord. Even just one 
more moment in which you remember Him (swt) brings you closer to Him (swt). If we are able to 
do this then not only would we be rewarded in the Hereafter but we would also be rewarded in 
the life of this world. When we are close to Allah (swt) in the life of this world then He (swt) will 
protect us and take care of our affairs. Allah (swt) will also answer our prayers when we call on 
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Him (swt) and He (swt) will give us refuge if we seek it from Him (swt). If anyone should take us 
as an enemy then He (swt) will declare war on them. All of this only in the life of this world. In 
the Hereafter our reward will be even better. The nearer that we are to Allah (swt) in the life of 
this world Insha Allah the higher that our level will be in the Garden. We know that the joy and 
the pleasure only increases at each level of the Garden so we should all hope for the highest 
station that we can attain. The opposite of this is also true. The further away that you are from 
Allah (swt) in the life of this world the worse will be your situation in the Hereafter. The further 
away that you are from Allah (swt) in the life of this world the deeper in the Fire that you will be. 
We know that the pain and torment of the Fire increases the deeper into it that we go. May Allah 
(swt) save us and our families from that! So we see from this ayah that we should all strive to be 
as close to Allah (swt) as we can. All of mankind has degrees of nearness to Allah (swt) and it is 
by the actions of our limbs and the sincerity of our hearts that we become closer to Him (swt). 
May Allah (swt) grant us the station of nearness to Him (swt)! May Allah (swt) allow us to draw 
nearer to Him (swt) with every moment that passes! 

Finally Allah (swt) ends this ayah by reminding us that "and Allah is Seeing with all 
that they do". This is to remind us once again that it is only through the actions of the human 
being that he becomes closer to Allah (swt). The Prophet (saw) was the very best of all human 
beings because he (saw) dedicated each and every one of his (saw)'s actions to Allah (swt). This 
made him (saw) the closest of all people to Allah (swt). This then is where we should strive to 
emulate our beloved. So strive to serve Allah (swt) with every single thing that you do. Know 
that Allah (swt) Sees every single act that you do, so every single act is a chance for you to 
become closer to Him (swt) with it. 
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165. Surely Allah has conferred a great favor on the believers when He raised from 
them a Messenger from among themselves, reciting onto them His Signs, and 
purifying them, and teaching them the Book and the Wisdom, and before this they 
used to be in clear error. 

We saw in the previous ayahs how some of the Muslims actually thought that the 
Prophet (saw) would steal the property of the Muslim community. They actually thought that the 
Messenger sent by the Creator and Sustainer of the universe would be a thief. Allah (swt) 
corrected their thinking by reminding them that the Prophet (saw) was the one who more than 
any other person strove after His (swt)'s Pleasure. Even though he (saw) was human just like us, 
he (saw) still dedicated his life to Allah (swt). This made him (saw) the very best of creation, So 
he (saw) would be the last person in the world who would even think of stealing. There is no 
human being that has ever been further away from evil than he (saw). He (saw) was the perfect 
human being. So how then could anyone ever accuse him (saw) of such a crime? In this ayah 
Allah (swt) shows us how the Prophet (saw) was not only the very best of human beings, but 
also how he (saw) was also the greatest of favors and bounties that Allah (swt) has ever given 
our Ummah. We are the chosen nation of Allah (swt) and there is no favor that He (swt) 
conferred upon us that is greater than sending us the Prophet (saw). The Prophet (saw) is the 
greatest of gifts that Allah (swt) has ever given to His (swt)'s creation. Since Allah (swt) is the 
Real and the True, the value of any creation can be measured only in nearness to Him (swt). So 


the closer a thing is to Allah (swt) the greater its value. Now of all the mankind, of all creation, 
the Prophet (saw) was the closest to Allah (swt). So what is his (saw)'s worth? 
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Allah (swt) begins this ayah by saying "Surely Allah has conferred a great favor on 
the believers when He raised from them a Messenger". Notice the emphasis and certainty 
with which Allah (swt) stresses this point. The fact that the Prophet (saw) was a great favor to 
the Muslim Ummah is a fact about which there can be no doubt whatsoever. Of all the gifts that 
Allah (swt) has given us he (saw) is the very best of them. Why is this so? Allah (swt) tells us in 
the next part of the ayah. 

First Allah (swt) says "from among themselves". Allah (swt) did not send us an angel 
as a messenger. Allah (swt) sent us a human. Someone from among ourselves. Someone who is 
just like us. Someone who has to strive and struggle just like we do. Someone who feels pain 
and gets hurt just like we do. Someone who smiles and becomes happy just like we do. Someone 
who is capable of just what we are capable. Allah (swt) could have sent us an angel as our 
messenger. Then to follow him would be extremely difficult for us. But Allah (swt) had great 
Mercy on us when Fie (swt) sent us a messenger from among ourselves. So the first part of this 
great favor that Allah (swt) bestowed on us was that Fie (swt) sent us a messenger who was 
human just like we are. 

Then Allah (swt) says "reciting onto them His Signs". This of course refers to the 
Quran. Flow much of a gift is the Quran for us? It is the guide that leads to Allah (swt). The 
Prophet (saw) is the one who recited onto us the Quran. Every word in our mushaf today came 
from his blessed mouth. Flow much of a heavy burden was the Quran for the Prophet (saw) to 
bear? Not only did he (saw) bear the burden of its revelation on his heart, but he (saw) also went 
to the pains to recite it onto us exactly as it was revealed to him (saw). Not one word. Not one 
letter. Not even one sound was changed. The Prophet (saw) recited this Greatest of Signs to us 
exactly as he (saw) received it from his Lord. When we hear these words, when we ponder on 
their meanings, when we see their Miracle then we can be certain that they are indeed from our 
Rabb. They are His (swt)'s Signs that He (swt) has given mankind to lead them to Him (swt). The 
Prophet (saw) is the one who has brought to us this Book from our Rabb so how grateful then do 
we have to be to him (saw)? 
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Then Allah (swt) describes the Prophet (saw) as the one who is "purifying them". The 
Prophet (saw) is the one who purified this Ummah of all that is displeasing to Allah (swt). We all 
have elements within us that are displeasing to Allah (swt). We all have some degree of jealousy, 
some degree of hatred, some degree of miserliness, and some degree of pride and arrogance. All 
of these are states of the heart that are displeasing to Allah (swt). One of the roles of the 
Prophet (saw) was to cleanse us all of these diseases of the hearts. The way in which he (saw) 
did this was to remind us how we must live only for Allah (swt). For every moment of our lives 
we must strive to seek the Pleasure of Allah (swt). When we realize that we live only to please 
Allah (swt) then we will come to see that we have no room in our hearts for such diseases. When 
you realize that you live only for Allah (swt) then how can you ever become angry or jealous or 
miserly or arrogant? Just like our limbs only serve Allah (swt) our hearts will only have the 
thoughts that are pleasing to Him (swt). This is the state to which the Prophet (saw) raised us 
when he (saw) purified us. What kind of human beings would we be if the Prophet (saw) had not 
cleansed of all of these diseases of the heart? What kind of ugly human beings would we be? 

Flow grateful then must we be for this favor that Allah (swt) has conferred on us? 

In addition to giving the meaning of purification the Arabic word Zaki that Allah (swt) 
uses here also gives the meaning of growing. So in addition to purifying this Ummah the Prophet 
(saw) has also made this Ummah grow into a larger and larger nation. The Prophet (saw) made 
our nation grow. When the Prophet (saw) started this dawah this Ummah consisted only of 
Khadija (ra), Abu Bakr (ra) and 'AN (ra). By the time the Prophet (saw) passed away this Din had 
spread to every corner of the Arabian Peninsula. Now look today at how big this Ummah is. Is 
this not by the blessings of Allah (swt) and by the hard work and dedication of the Prophet 
(saw)? Do you think that you and I would even be Muslim today if not for the efforts that he 
(saw) made? Would any other human being have been able to fulfill this responsibility like he 
(saw) did? So how much of a great favor and blessing was he (saw) for our Ummah? 

Then Allah (swt) describes the Prophet (saw) as "teaching them the Book and the 
Wisdom". Not only did the Prophet (saw) bring us the Quran and Sunnah but he (saw) also 
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taught us how to implement them in our lives. The Quran and Sunnah are not simply a Book and 
some ahadith just to be read or just to be memorized. But they are a way of life to be lived and 
implemented in every facet of society. Now this way on how to "live" the Quran and Sunnah was 
taught to us by the Prophet (saw). He (saw) taught us the way in which we can implement the 
Quran and Sunnah both in our lives and in our society. This way both us as individuals and our 
society as a whole can spend every moment in worship and servitude of Allah (swt). Then we can 
please Allah (swt) and fulfill the purpose of our existence. This was only possible through the 
efforts of this blessed man. Where then would we be if not for this great favor that Allah (swt) 
conferred upon us when He (swt) sent him (saw) to us? 

Finally Allah (swt) says "before this they used to be in clear error". Can you even 
begin to imagine the kind of darkness that humanity was in before the Prophet (saw) was sent? 
The people used to prostrate themselves before idols. Women were oppressed and treated like 
objects. The wealthy nobles exploited and stole from the masses. Wars were constantly fought 
for no reason. Men would rule the land in whatever way they felt like and they would commit 
whatever foul and indecent action they left like doing. The wealth and resources of the land was 
squandered for the most useless of purposes. But worst of all was that the people were as far 
away from Allah (swt) as a people can possibly be. They were heedless of Allah (swt) when He 
(swt) is the True and the Real. They also deluded themselves concerning the Hereafter. They 
thought that they only had the life of this world so they wanted to enjoy as much of this life as 
possible. Most of the people did not think of helping others and they did not think about how 
they can use their time on this earth to serve humanity. This life was their only life to live so they 
only cared about themselves. They wanted to enjoy themselves as much as they could before 
their death came. They were completely ignorant of the reality of the Day of Judgment and the 
Hereafter. This is how all of humanity was before the Prophet (saw) was sent. It was not only 
the Arabs who were like this but all of mankind was steeped in this darkness. That is why here 
Allah (swt) says to us that before He (swt) sent to us the Prophet (saw) we were all in clear 
error. We were all walking on the wrong path that lead to our destruction both in this life and the 
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next. Only when Allah (swt) sent to us the Prophet (saw) did He (swt) save us from this darkness 
and misery. So how grateful then must we be for this great favor that our Lord did for us? Our 
gratitude has to be expressed in our rushing to obey the Prophet (saw) and to follow him (saw) 
in everything that he (saw) did. May Allah (swt) give us the enabling grace to do that! 

So we have seen that from this ayah how fortunate and blessed we are to be in the 
Ummah of the Prophet (saw). Allah (swt) has conferred upon all of us a great favor when He 
(swt) sent to us His (swt)'s beloved. For those of us who are alive today we may not have the 
Prophet (saw) with us but we do have the Sunnah that he (saw) left behind. In the books of 
ahadith there are thousands and thousands of narrations from the time of the Prophet (saw). 

The Sahabah (ra) observed every facet of the life of the Prophet (saw) very carefully and they 
preserved it for us in extracting detail. So everything that he (saw) did, everything that he (saw) 
said and even what he (saw) allowed to occur in his presence has been documented for us. It is 
now up to us to learn this Sunnah and to apply it in our lives. This is the only way in which we 
can even begin to thank Allah (swt) for this great favor and blessing that He (swt) has conferred 
upon us. May Allah (swt) help us to do this for we cannot do it without Him (swt)! 
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166. Why is it that when a calamity befell you and you had surely (before this) 
inflicted double a calamity, you then say "How is this?". Say "This is from your own 
selves". Surely Allah has Power over every single thing. 

In this ayah Allah (swt) teaches us how we cannot expect to have victory only because 
we are Muslims. We cannot expect to have victory when we do not make the effort. We cannot 
expect to have victory when we fail to have Taqwa and Sabr for the sake of Allah (swt). This 
ayah was revealed to address the concerns of the Muslims after the battle of Uhud, but it has a 
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lesson that all Muslims can learn. We all need to realize that the victory will only come when we 
do our part. We cannot be surprised if we are defeated when we fail in our duty, even if we are 
Muslims. 

Allah (swt) begins this ayah by asking "Why is it that when a calamity befell you 
and you had surely (before this) inflicted double a calamity, you then say "How is 

this?"". The calamity here refers to the loss that the Muslims suffered after the battle of Uhud. 
Many of the Muslims were questioning as to how such a calamity could have befallen them when 
they are Muslims. They thought that they were the ones who are worshipping and serving Allah 
(swt), they were the ones who were striving and sacrificing to establish the Law of Allah (swt) 
and to spread the Message of Allah (swt) to mankind. How could something like this happen to 
us? How can we be defeated? How could this happen? 

Allah (swt) responds to such questioning on multiple levels. First Allah (swt) reminds the 
Muslims of the victory that they had at Badr. The Battle of Badr was when the Muslims had 
inflicted a calamity on the Quraysh that was twice as great as the calamity that the Quraysh 
inflicted on them at Uhud. This is why Allah (swt) says "you had surely (before this) inflicted 
double a calamity". Allah (swt) reminds the Muslims here about how resounding their victory 
over the Quraysh was at Badr. The defeat that the Muslims had given to the Quraysh at Badr 
was much worse than what the Quraysh had given them at Uhud. The Muslims had killed more 
of the Quraysh soldiers, the Muslims had taken as prisoners of war even more of the Quraysh 
soldiers, and in Badr the Muslims had met their objective of defeating the Quraysh army and thus 
establishing the Islamic State in the Arabian Peninsula as a powerful force that needed to be 
taken seriously. After Badr all of the Arabs had heard about the Islamic State and they all 
recognized it as a power in the land. However at Uhud even through the Quraysh were able to 
kill many Muslims they were not able to achieve their objective of capturing Madinah and 
overrunning the Islamic State. This is why the Quraysh defeat at Badr was far greater calamity 
for them than the calamity that the Muslims suffered at Uhud. It is to this fact that Allah (swt) 
reminds the Muslims of in this part of the ayah. Allah (swt) reminds the Muslims of how they had 
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inflicted on the Quraysh a calamity that was far greater than what the Quraysh had inflicted on 
them. How then could they complain? How quickly could they forget the great bounty that their 
Lord conferred on them at Badr? 

Then Allah (swt) says "Say "This is from your own selves"". Here Allah (swt) reminds 
the Muslims that the defeat at Uhud was first and foremost their own doing. They were 
commanded to have Taqwa and Sabr for the sake of Allah (swt) and they failed to have this. 

They were commanded to obey the Prophet (saw) and they failed to do this. So how then can 
they be surprised when such a calamity befalls them? 

Sayyid Qutb tell us in his tafsir of this ayah that Allah (swt) has placed laws that operate 
in this universe. Allah (swt) will not allow these laws to break only for the Muslims. One of these 
laws is that victory will only come when all of the conditions for victory are fulfilled. The first of 
these conditions is preparation to the best of ones ability. The next condition is steadfastness and 
resolve during the battle. Finally the soldiers need to obey the commands of their leaders and 
generals. The Prophet (saw) fulfilled the first of these conditions when he (saw) left his home 
early in the morning to arrange the Muslims at their battle positions. But some of the Muslims 
failed to fulfill the remaining of these two conditions. So how then can they hope for victory? 

How then can they be surprised when they are defeated? How can they question what happened 
to them? These are the laws of Allah (swt) and He (swt) will not break them only for the 
Muslims. 

Finally Allah (swt) says "Surely Allah has Power over every single thing". The 

Muslims were reminded in the previous part of the ayah that it was only because of their own 
shortcomings that they lost the battle. Does this then mean that Allah (swt) could not have 
helped them if He (swt) wanted to? Does this mean that Allah (swt) did not have the power to 
help them if He (swt) chose to? Of course not. As Allah (swt) clearly tells us in this ayah He (swt) 
has Power over every single thing. Allah (swt) could have easily given the Muslims victory on that 
Day if He (swt) chose to. Even though the Muslims failed in their duty, Allah (swt) still could have 
given them victory if He (swt) wanted to. But there were two important reasons why Allah (swt) 
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did not give them victory. One reason is as we have discussed in this ayah. Allah (swt) wanted 
the Muslims to learn that they need to make the effort for the victory to come. The Muslims 
needed to learn that the laws of this universe will not be broken only for them. Everyone needs 
to make the effort in order to achieve the results. Do not ever expect the victory to come while 
you are sleeping. This was the first reason why Allah (swt) allowed the Muslims to be defeated at 
Uhud. Allah (swt) tells us of the second of these reasons in the next ayah. 

Mawdudi tells us in his tafsir of this ayah how it is important that we remember that it 
was not all of the Muslims who had thought in this way. Not all of the Muslims were questioning 
as to how they could have been defeated at Uhud. The elder Sahabah who were very close to 
the Prophet (saw) like Abu Bakr (ra) and Umar (ra) would never have had such questions. They 
were aware of the reality of the universe. They knew that the Muslims had lost only because they 
had failed to have Taqwa and Sabr as Allah (swt) had commanded them to. They knew that 
Muslims needed to make the effort in order to achieve victory. So it is important for us to realize 
that it was not all Muslims who had this errant way of thinking. Those Muslims who were close to 
the Prophet (saw) and who had been in Islam for a while knew the truth of the reality. 



167. And all that befell you on the day when the two armies met was by the 
permission of Allah so that He may make known the believers. 

In this ayah Allah (swt) tells us why it is that He (swt) allowed the Muslims to suffer this 
devastating loss at Uhud. The Muslims had lost because they themselves failed to have Taqwa 
and Sabr. They themselves failed to obey the Prophet (saw). But Allah (swt) has Power over all 
things and so He (swt) could have prevented this loss if He (swt) wanted to. Allah (swt) could 



have prevented this calamity from befalling the Muslims if He (swt) wanted to. However in this 
ayah Allah (swt) tells us why He (swt) allowed the Muslims to be defeated at Uhud. 

Allah (swt) says in this ayah "And all that befell you on the day when the two 
armies met was by the permission of Allah so that He may make known the 
believers". Here Allah (swt) reminds the Muslims that everything that happened to them on the 
Day of Uhud happened by His (swt)'s permission. Nothing is outside the Power of Allah (swt). If 
Allah (swt) wanted He (swt) could have given the Muslims victory on that day when the two 
armies met. Even if the Prophet (saw) had fought against the entire Quraysh army by himself 
(saw), Allah (swt) still could have given him (saw) victory. But Allah (swt) allowed this calamity to 
befall the Muslims by His (swt)'s permission. He (swt) allowed it to happen so that it may be 
known who the true believers are. Allah (swt) already Knows who the true believers are, but He 
(swt) wants to make it known to the Muslims. The battle of Uhud was the first great trial that 
was given to the Muslim community since the Islamic State was established. Before the Battle of 
Uhud anyone could have claimed that they were a believer. So Allah (swt) wanted to make it 
known as to who were the true believers and who were those weak in faith. Only the true 
believers would have had the determination to stand by the Prophet (saw) after such a terrible 
loss. Only the true believers would have had the trust in Allah (swt) to remain as a true and 
practicing Muslim after such a calamity. Those weak of faith would have been cleaned away like 
the filth that they are. So we see that even in this terrible loss there was a victory for this Din. 
Through this calamity Allah (swt) cleaned the ranks of the Muslims from all those who were weak 
in faith. All those who said that they were Muslims but who did not remember Allah (swt). May 
Allah (swt) save us from ever becoming like them! May Allah (swt) allow us to remain as 
practicing Muslims and sincere believers no matter how great the trials become! 
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168. And so that He may make known the ones who do nifaq . And when it is said to 
them "Come Fight in the Way of Allah or defend yourselves", they say "Had we known 
that there would be fighting we would surely have followed you". They were closer 
to kufr than Iman on that day. They say with their mouths what is not in their hearts. 
And Allah Knows all that they hide. 

In the previous ayah Allah (swt) told us about some of the reasons as to why He (swt) 
had allowed the Muslims to be defeated at Uhud. One reason was so that the Muslims can learn 
that they will not have the victory if they do not make the effort. Another reason was so that 
Allah (swt) may make it known to the community as to who the true believers are. In this ayah 
Allah (swt) tells us of yet another reason. 

Allah (swt) says in this ayah "And so that He may make known the ones who do 

nifacj'. Nifaq means hypocrisy, it is say with your mouth that you are a believer when deep 
down in your heart you are not. It is to say with your tongue that you believe in this Message 
when deep down in your heart you have a hatred for this Message or you have serious doubts as 
to whether this Message is the Truth or not. Thus we see that there are levels to this hypocrisy. 
The greater level is when you really do not believe even though you say that you do and the 
lesser level is when you have doubts and misgivings. Before the battle of Uhud there were those 
in the Muslim army who were guilty of both of these. So Allah (swt) tells us here that one of the 
reasons why He (swt) allowed the Muslims to be defeated at Uhud was so that He (swt) may 
make it known to the Muslim community who were these hypocrites in their ranks. 
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Then Allah (swt) describes for us the behavior of these hypocrites when He (swt) says 
"And when it is said to them "Come Fight in the Way of Allah or defend yourselves", 
they say "Had we known that there would be fighting we would surely have followed 

you"". Here Allah (swt) tells us what was the response of these hypocrites when they were told 
to come forward and fight in the Way of Allah. Notice how they are not only being called on to 
fight in the way of Allah but they are also being called on to defend themselves. If they are 
unwilling to come forward and fight in the Way of Allah they should at least defend themselves. 
Remember that the Quraysh army was coming to capture Madinah, so at the very least these so 
called Muslims should come forward to defend their families and their homes. But their only 
response when they are called on to fight is that they say "Had we known that there would 
be fighting we would surely have followed you". Here Allah (swt) tells us how they said 
that they did not believe that there would be any fighting on that day. If they knew that fighting 
would be there then they would come. You can see what a lame excuse this was. Everyone knew 
that there would be fighting on that day. Everyone knew that the Quraysh were coming to attack 
Madinah. So all that they had said was just an excuse to escape having to fight in the Way of 
Allah. An excuse to escape having to serve Allah (swt) as they had been created to do. How evil 
are such a people who would turn away from their Creator and Sustainer in such a way? 

Allah (swt) comments on such behavior by saying "They were closer to kufr than 
Iman on that day". These people had kufr in their hearts that they did not reveal to anyone. 
On the day of Uhud this kufr all but consumed their hearts. Any trace of Iman that was in their 
hearts was gone on that day. They were now much closer to kufr than to any form of Iman. The 
word "kufr" here refers both to ungratefulness and it refers to the rejecting of this Message that 
one knows to be the Truth. Deep down in their hearts they knew that this Message was the 
Truth but they chose not to believe in it. They chose not believe in it so that they can follow their 
desires and so that they would not have to submit and sacrifice for Allah (swt). As a 
consequence they became ingrates to Allah (swt) for all of the bounties and gifts that He (swt) 
had given them. What they did brought them closer and closer to kufr and took them further and 
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further away from Iman. They preferred the life of this world over striving hard in the path of 
Allah (swt). As a consequence of this, they gave away their faith. 

One lesson that we can take from this part of the ayah is that we must never give up on 
the dawah. If we do then we should realize that we are jeopardizing our Iman. If you are happy 
living in a world of kufr and heedlessness to Allah (swt) and you do not make the effort to call 
the people to this Din then how can you be sure that your own Iman will be safe? How can you 
be sure that the kufr around you will not affect your own Iman? How do you know that your 
excuses and your laziness will not bring you closer to kufr and further away from Iman? How can 
you even be content when you see the people around you living in a state of heedlessness to 
Allah (swt)? Are you just going to let them lead their lives in this way and not even make the 
effort to call them to Allah (swt)? Are you just going to remain silent when you can see that the 
Law of Allah (swt) is not being implemented? Are you going to sleep while your brothers and 
sisters are being oppressed and killed? What then will be your fate on the Day of Judgment if you 
allow that to happen to you? May Allah (swt) save us from that fate! May Allah (swt) allow us to 
do whatever it is that we can to call others to this Din! 

Then Allah (swt) says, "They say with their mouths what is not in their hearts". 
This part of the ayah beautifully summarized who the hypocrites are. This is who they are. They 
say with their mouths that they are Muslims but in their hearts they do not have the desire to 
submit to the Message. They do not have the desire to serve this Din. They would rather serve 
their desires. This is the reality of their situation but they do not disclose this fact to anyone. 

They would like the whole world to think that they are among those who submit completely to 
Allah (swt) even though in reality they are the furthest of people from Him (swt). May Allah (swt) 
save us from them! May Allah (swt) save us from ever becoming like them! 

In the final part of this ayah Allah (swt) says "And Allah Knows all that they hide". 
What a powerful threat is this? They were making excuses before the Prophet (saw). They were 
saying why it is that they could not come forward to fight in the Way of Allah or at least to 
defend themselves. Allah (swt) lets them know in this part of the ayah that He (swt) Knows all 
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that they are hiding. He (swt) Knows the kufr that is in their hearts. He (swt) Knows that their 
excuses were all lies. He (swt) Knows that they do not want to submit to Him (swt). Can you 
then imagine how terrified these people must have been when they heard this ayah? How it sent 
chills down their spine? May Allah (swt) save us from their fate! May Allah (swt) make us realize 
that we cannot hide anything from Him (swt)! May Allah (swt) allow us to clean our hearts so 
that in them there is nothing but the utmost of sincerity to Him (swt)! 
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169. The ones who said of their brothers while they themselves remained back "If 
they had obeyed us then they would not have been killed". Say "Then try to avert 
death for your own selves if you are truthful". 

In this ayah Allah (swt) continues to describe for us the hypocrites. In the previous ayah 
Allah (swt) told us about the excuses that they bring to escape having to fight in the Way of 
Allah. They would say that if only they had known that there would be fighting then they would 
have gone out to fight. This was the weakest of excuses that they themselves knew was nothing 
but lies. In this ayah Allah (swt) continues to tell us about such people. Allah (swt) shows us the 
errors both in their thinking and in their behavior. Through these ayahs we are reminded that 
there are people like this within our own community today and we are reminded how to save 
ourselves from becoming like them. 

Allah (swt) describes the hypocrites in this ayah by saying "The ones who said of their 
brothers while they themselves remained back "If they had obeyed us then they 
would not have been killed"". Here we are once again reminded that this "what-if" thinking is 
wrong. These hypocrites were saying of those Muslims who had died in the Path of Allah (swt) 
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that if only they had remained behind then they would not have been killed. They forgot that 
their brothers had died only because the Decree of Allah (swt) had reached them. They forgot 
the great reward that Allah (swt) had stored for them in the Hereafter. All that they could think 
about was "what-if" and "if-only". This is the thinking that we should save ourselves from. We 
should never think to ourselves "if only we would have done this then things would have turned 
out different". Rather we must always accept the Decree of Allah (swt). We must never look to 
the past with regret, what has come and gone has gone and there is nothing that we can do to 
change it. Instead we must always think about the present and we must always be looking to the 
future. What can I do at this moment to best serve my Creator? How can I plan for my day so 
that I can best utilize it to serve Him (swt)? These are the thoughts that we must have. Now of 
course if we have committed a sin in the past then we must feel regret for that sin and we must 
have a resolve never to commit that sin in the future but we must never be consumed by regret 
and sorrow. We have to always remember that Allah (swt) is the Most Forgiving and the Most 
Merciful. We must also try to learn from our mistakes so that we do not repeat them but at the 
same time we must not delve on them. We have to accept what happened and move on. If we 
do not then we would become like these hypocrites whom Allah (swt) is describing in this ayah. 
May Allah (swt) save us from that! 

The next aspect of the thinking of these hypocrites that we must avoid is to always focus 
only on the life of this world. These hypocrites had their minds focused only on the life of this 
world. All that they could do is have this deep sense of regret for their family members who had 
been killed in the Way of Allah (swt). They did not care that their brothers had died for the sake 
of Allah (swt). They did not think about the Hereafter. All that they could see was the life of this 
world. So in order to save ourselves from becoming like them we have to turn our attention away 
from focusing only on this world. For every decision that we make, for every action that we take, 
for every word that we say, we must not only think as to what would be the consequences of 
that in this life but we must also think as to what would be the consequences in the next life. 

Even when a calamity befalls us we have to always believe that Allah (swt) has something better 


285 



for us in the Hereafter. Only then can we save ourselves from becoming like these hypocrites 
who said that they were Muslims but whose hearts were attached to the life of this world. 

Then Allah (swt) says "Say "Then try to avert death for your own selves if you are 
truthful"". So these hypocrites were saying of their brothers who had been killed in the Way of 
Allah that if only they had listened to them then they would not have died. They still failed to 
realize that life and death are only from Allah (swt). They still failed to see that a soul will die 
only when the time decreed for it by Allah (swt) has finished. They still foolishly believed that 
they could control life and death by their own actions. Allah (swt) exposes for them how foolish is 
their thinking in this part of the ayah. Allah (swt) commands the Prophet (saw) to tell them to 
avert death if they are truthful. If you think that you can control when you live and when you die 
then why don't you try to save yourself from death when your death comes. If you think that life 
and death is in your hand then why can't you prevent your own death when it comes to you? So 
we see in this ayah how Allah (swt) not only gives us lessons on how we can save ourselves from 
becoming like these people but He (swt) also completely destroys their corrupted thinking. Allah 
(swt) destroys their thinking by bringing their attention to a simple reality. This reality is that they 
themselves do not have the power to avert their own deaths. No one does. This is a reality that 
everyone can sense and that everyone is aware of. No one can deny this fact. So how then can 
they ever assume that life and death are not from Allah (swt)? How can they say that their 
brothers would have been alive if they had stayed behind? They are living in a dream world, a 
world that they themselves have created in their minds. But the reality clearly shows us how this 
universe is completely subservient to Allah (swt). Everything happens by the Will of Allah (swt). 
Even the lives and deaths of human beings. So the human being cannot conduct himself as he 
wants to but rather he must completely submit to Allah (swt) in everything that he does. The 
human being needs to realize that his only purpose in this world is to strive to worship and serve 
Allah (swt) at every moment. Nothing matters except the worship and servitude of Allah (swt)! 
Life and death are a testimony to this fact. This entire universe is a testimony to this fact. May 
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Allah (swt) give us the ability to realize this! May Allah (swt) save us from ever becoming like 
these hypocrites! 


Li'^l «JLN _ z, jj—s lj_ Lls _II "ij 


<Qp u>* ^ J 


170. And do not think of the ones who are killed in the Way of Allah as dead. No! They 
live. They are with their Rabb and they are being provided with sustenance. 

In the previous ayah Allah (swt) had told us about how the hypocrites would say that if 
only their brothers had remained home with them and not gone out in the Way of Allah then they 
would not have been killed. Allah (swt) showed us how foolish such thinking was. These people 
did not realize that life and death were only from Allah (swt). A Muslim does not die because they 
go out in the Way of Allah. They only die when the lifespan that Allah (swt) had decreed for them 
finishes. This could happen at any time and at any place. So these fools were wrong to think that 
their brothers would still be with them if they had not gone out in the Way of Allah. In this ayah 
Allah (swt) continues to show us how foolish such thinking is. Allah (swt) shows us what is the 
true fate of those who had gone and been killed in the His (swt)'s Path. 

Allah (swt) says "And do not think of the ones who are killed in the Way of Allah 
as dead". Here we have a clear command from Allah (swt) not to think of the Shuhadah as if 
they are dead. So you can never think of the Shaheed as "dead". This was how the hypocrites 
were thinking of them. Allah (swt) shows us here how wrong such thinking is. How can you ever 
think of the Shuhadah as dead? How could Allah (swt) ever take life away from those who 
sincerely sacrifice everything for Him (swt)? How could Allah (swt) ever make their sacrifice to be 
in vain? How can anyone believe in Allah (swt) and then think such about those die for Him 
(swt)? No rather Allah (swt) will give these martyrs a life that is far better than this one. Only 
those who have truly forgotten about Allah (swt) would ever think of the Shuhadah as dead. To 
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ever think of the Shuhadah as dead is to doubt Allah (swt) and it is to doubt the sincerity in the 
hearts of those who gave their lives for Him (swt). In order to save ourselves from becoming like 
them we must never think of the Shuhadah as dead in any way. 

Allah (swt) then says "No! They live". Look at the strength and emphasis in this part of 
the ayah. Allah (swt) tells us that surely and without a doubt the Shuhadah are indeed alive. 

Allah (swt) completely destroys the thinking of anyone who would ever think that the Shuhadah 
are dead. When the Lord and Master of the universe stresses a fact with this much emphasis and 
certainty then how can you ever have any doubt in it? Furthermore just imagine how the 
hypocrites must have felt when they heard this ayah. They had gone around telling all of the 
Muslims about how terrible it was that their brothers had been killed in the Way of Allah. Now 
Allah (swt) Himself, Glorious and Majestic is He (swt), is telling them and telling everyone else 
how wrong they were. Allah (swt) tells everyone that their brothers are not dead like they claim 
but indeed they are alive. How much of a blow must this have been for them? Thus does Allah 
(swt) abase all those who would turn away from Him (swt)! 

Finally Allah (swt) says "They are with their Rabb and they are being provided 
with sustenance". So if the Shuhadah are alive then where are they? They are with their Rabb. 
They are with their Lord and Master. They have reached the goal for which they have lived their 
lives and now they are with Him (swt). They have fulfilled the purpose of their existence. We 
know the hadith where the Prophet (saw) has told us that the souls of the Shuhadah are inside 
green birds and they fly wherever they want to in paradise. Can you even begin to imagine what 
it is like for them? They experience nothing but pure joy and bliss. For every moment they know 
nothing but happiness and contentment. Most people in the life of this world spend their whole 
lives searching for even a moment of such peace and satisfaction yet they never find it. But the 
Shuhadah are experiencing it for every moment of their existence. The very moment that their 
souls leave this earth they find themselves in Paradise. They find themselves in this state that we 
can only dream of. Not only are they in Paradise with Allah (swt) but they are also being 
provided with sustenance. Can you imagine the kind of sustenance that they are being given? 
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The kind of gifts and provisions that they are tasting and relishing. If Allah (swt) wanted to 
please you, how could He (swt) please you? May Allah (swt) give us the ability to give our lives 
as Shuhadah for this Din! 
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171. They are rejoicing at all that their Rabb has given them from His Fadl, and they 
are rejoicing for the sake of the ones who have not yet joined them from those left 
behind, that they shall have no fear upon them nor shall they grieve. 

In this ayah Allah (swt) continues to describe for us the condition of the Shuhadah. In 
the previous ayah Allah (swt) reminded us how they are not dead as the hypocrites and fools 
would like to believe. Allah (swt) told us how they are with Him (swt) and they are being 
provided for with the best of provisions. In this ayah Allah (swt) continues to describe what their 
situation is. In this ayah Allah (swt) shows us how not only are they experiencing every kind of 
pleasure imaginable but He (swt) also shows us how every kind of sorrow and grief has been 
removed from their hearts. Thus through these ayahs Allah (swt) completely changes the 
outlook of the Muslim community towards Shahdah. Allah (swt) builds a community that loves 
martyrdom and a community where everyone would love to give their lives in the Way of Allah. 
What can you say about a people where the entire nation does not fear death? A people who 
want to go out and give their lives in the Way of Allah (swt). If you can create such a nation, 
then you have the most powerful of forces that can never be defeated or overcome. Not even 
the most powerful and advanced of weapons can compare to the strength of a heart that is 
attached to Allah (swt). A heart that will stop at nothing until it reaches its goal. A heart that 
does not fear death. A heart that will always strive to the utmost and sacrifice anything. Such 
were the hearts of the early Muslims. Such was the nation that Allah (swt) built with this Quran. 
Where is that nation today? There are very few Muslims in the Ummah today who have hearts 
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like this. Can anyone be blamed for this than our own selves and our negligence of this Quran? 
May Allah (swt) forgive us! May Allah (swt) attach our hearts to the Quran once again! May Allah 
(swt) make us into that nation who would sacrifice everything only for Him (swt) once again! 

Allah (swt) begins this description of the Shuhadah by telling us how "They are 
rejoicing at all that their Rabb has given them from His Fad!'. The Fadi\s the Bounty of 
Allah (swt). It is what He (swt) gives to those whom He (swt) is pleased with. It is always much 
more than what one deserves. These Shuhadah have given their lives for Allah (swt). They have 
made the ultimate sacrifice for Him (swt). Now if Allah (swt) were to give them more than what 
they deserve for this, then just think of all that He (swt) can give them. Pleasures and gifts that 
are beyond our imagination. At every moment they are in bliss and at every moment this felicity 
only increases. You know the ecstasy that you feel when you have a sweet food, or a delicious 
drink, or when you are with your spouse, imagine having this feeling at every moment. This is 
what the Shuhadah as being given. Such is the Bounty of their Lord. So here we see that in 
Paradise Allah (swt) gives the Shuhadah more and more, much more than they deserve even for 
the sacrifice that they made, and then they rejoice at all that He (swt) gives them. 

Then Allah (swt) says "and they are rejoicing for the sake of the ones who have 
not yet joined them from those left behind". So the Shuhadah have every pleasure that 
they could want in the Garden. But what is the state of their hearts? Is there anything that 
concerns them? Is there anything that worries them? If there is one worry that the Shuhadah 
would have it would be about their families that they have left behind. They might be sad 
because their families are sad at the fact that they are no longer with them. However the Prophet 
(saw) tells us in the hadith how Allah (swt) informs the Shuhadah that He (swt) will let their 
families know of their true condition. Allah (swt) tells the Shuhadah that He (swt) will let their 
families know that they are well and that they are happy. So when the families of the Shuhadah 
hear ayahs such as these then they know that their loved ones are with Allah (swt) and that they 
are in contentment. Now the Shuhadah also know that their families know of their condition and 
so they rejoice. They rejoice because they know that their families know that they are well. 


290 



Another reason why they rejoice on account of their families who they left behind is 
because they know that their families will soon be joining them. We know from the hadith of the 
Prophet (saw) that the Shaheed will be able to make intercession for up to seventy of his family 
members. The Shaheed will be able to take seventy of his family members who are due to enter 
the Fire and place them in the Garden. So they know that because of their sacrifice they have not 
only earned for themselves a place in the Garden but they have granted it to their family 
members as well. Just imagine how happy you will be to not only be in this pleasure and 
tranquility yourself but also to also know that all of your loved ones will soon be joining you. Is 
there anything that can give a human heart more joy than the knowledge that its loved ones 
have been saved from the Fire and that they are going to the Garden? So the Shuhadah rejoice 
at not only the fate that has been given to them but also at the knowledge that their loved ones 
will soon be joining them as well. 

Finally Allah (swt) ends this ayah by saying "that they shall have no fear upon them 
nor shall they grieve". In this part of the ayah Allah (swt) is describing the condition of the 
families of the Shuhadah. In the life of this world their families will not have any fear or grief 
because they know that their loved ones who gave their lives in the Path of Allah (swt) are with 
Him (swt). In the next life they will not have any fear or grief because they know that they are 
going to return to Allah (swt) with Him (swt) being pleased them. So the Shuhadah know that 
their families will not be sad and they will not be afraid and this fact gives them more joy on top 
of the joy that they have already. They have joy upon joy. Joy for their own selves and joy for 
their families. So see here how Allah (swt) takes care of every need for those whom Fie (swt) is 
pleased with. Flow Fie (swt) gives them every contentment and tranquility. May Allah (swt) make 
us among those whom Fie (swt) is pleased with! May Allah (swt) allow us to give everything only 
for Him (swt) just like the Shuhadah did! 
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172. They rejoice at the Favor of Allah and His Fadl. And surely Allah will not allow 
the reward of the believers to go to waste. 

In this ayah Allah (swt) continues to describe for us the condition of the Shuhadah. 

These ayahs were especially relevant in the context of the battle of Uhud where many Muslims 
had given their lives in the way of Allah (swt). Here Allah (swt) continues to tell us about all of 
the bounties and pleasures that the Shuhadah have been in the Garden. When the early Muslims 
heard this ayah it did not seem to them like some kind of story or fairy tale. The early Muslims 
were experts in the Arabic language and so they knew how it was only Allah (swt) Who could 
have made a Quran like this. So when they heard ayahs such as these they knew that what was 
being described was an absolute and certain reality. This is why they all longed to give their lives 
in the Way of Allah (swt). They all longed for the reward that Allah (swt) describes in this ayah. 

In order for us to reach this level we need to reconnect with the Book of Allah (swt) and we need 
to reconnect with the classical Arabic language. So we should be spending our time learning 
Quran and learning Arabic. Learning it for ourselves and teaching it to others. If you are Muslim 
then this should be your job. May Allah (swt) give us the enabling grace because we cannot do it 
without Him (swt)! 

The beginning of this ayah is "They rejoice at the Favor of Allah and His Fad!'. This 
English translation does little to capture the meaning that is present in the original Arabic. In the 
Arabic the joy that the Shuhadah are feeling can actually be tasted in the words of the ayah. The 
Shuhadah experience nothing but pleasure and contentment at every moment, and this 
experience is beautifully conveyed to us in the words of the ayah. You can almost experience the 
meaning of this ayah in the words themselves. This was how powerful the language was. You 
have to remember that these are Divine Words and when you translate this to another language 
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then that Divinity is lost. So if we want to reach that level in our understanding of the Quran 
where we can almost see this joy that the Shuhadah have in the words of the ayahs then we 
must make an effort to learn the Arabic language. Arabic is the key to the Quran. It is the key to 
the Book of Allah (swt). It is the key to your salvation in this life and the Hereafter. So why then 
do you not even make the effort? Know that Allah (swt) will reward greatly for any effort that 
you make you to learn His (swt)'s Book and come closer to Him (swt) with it. 

We can note here that Allah (swt) does not refer to what the Shuhadah are enjoying as a 
reward that they earned with their own actions, but rather He (swt) refers to it as what He (swt) 
has given them as a Favor and Fadl. Even though the Shuhadah made the ultimate of sacrifices, 
their sacrifice is still not enough to warrant all of these pleasures and joys that they are enjoying. 
This is because their felicity is for all eternity while the life that they gave was only a temporary 
one. This is also because Allah (swt) deserves that we give Him (swt) everything. For us to 
sacrifice our lives for Allah (swt) is the least that we can do for Him (swt) when we think of all 
that He (swt) has given to us. Anything that He (swt) gives to us is only a gift and favor. Much 
more than what we deserve. That is why Allah (swt) describes these martyrs in Islam as 
enjoying what He (swt) has bestowed on them and gifted them with rather than what they have 
earned. 

The lesson that we can take from this ayah is to remember that nothing that we have is 
because of what we have done. Even the Shuhadah do not have this reward because of what 
they have done. How then can we ever think of anything that we have as something that we 
have earned because of what we have done? As something that we deserve because of who we 
are. Rather everything that we have is only a gift and favor from our Lord and Master. Gifts and 
favors that we can never do enough to repay Him (swt) for. So we should always be striving to 
please Allah (swt) more and more. It is the only way in which we can even come close to being 
grateful to Him (swt) for all that He (swt) has given us. How can a Being so Perfect and Majestic 
as He (swt) bestow so much on us who are so weak and worthless. Even for such Generosity and 
Mercy He (swt) deserves to be worshipped and submitted to. 
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Then Allah (swt) says "surely Allah will not allow the reward of the believers to 

go to waste". Now it is true that we can never repay Allah (swt) for all that He (swt) has done 
for us, but does this then mean that all of our actions are in vain? When we strive and sacrifice to 
please Allah (swt), will our efforts then be wasted? No there is a reward that Allah (swt) will give 
us for each and every action that we do to please Him (swt). That reward will be even greater 
than we can possibly imagine and it will be more than we could possibly deserve. Whenever you 
feel weak and whenever you feel as if you do not have the motivation to go on then think about 
what your Lord says in this ayah. Allah (swt) will never allow the reward of the believers to go to 
waste. So strive to the best of your ability to please Allah (swt) in everything that you do and 
know that He (swt) will not allow the reward of your efforts to go to waste. Rather even for the 
smallest of good that you do Insha Allah, you will find a reward with Him (swt). 
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173. The ones who answered the call of Allah and His Messenger even after the 
wound had befallen them, for the ones who have Ihsan from among them and who 
have Taqwa is a great reward. 

To understand this ayah we have to first know the context in which it was revealed. Now 
we know from the previous ayahs that the Quraysh army had retreated from the battle of Uhud 
without capturing Madinah even though they had been winning over the Muslim forces. We said 
that this was because Allah (swt) had cast terror into their hearts and so they could not find the 
courage to march forward into the Muslim city even though they were so close to victory. So they 
all turned around and headed back towards Makkah. However the battle did not end there. On 
their way back to Makkah some of the Quraysh soldiers found the courage to fight. They asked 
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themselves how it is that they had not killed the Prophet (saw) or captured Madinah. They were 


so close to victory and still they had nothing to show for their expedition. They had spent so 
much money to build this army with which they could attack the Islamic State and they did not 
achieve any results with it. They had absolutely nothing to show for all their efforts and 
sacrifices. So when they were half way back to Makkah, they decided to return to Madinah. They 
decided to go back to finish what they started. 

Now the Prophet (saw) soon learned that the Quraysh army was coming back to attack 
Madinah. Even at this time the Prophet (saw) did not choose to remain behind in Madinah, but 
rather he (saw) ordered the Muslims to march forward to meet the returning Quraysh army. 

Recall how he (saw) had already decided that the Muslims would fight this battle out in the open, 
so even at this time the Prophet (saw) did not choose to remain behind in Madinah but rather he 
(saw) called the Muslims to march out to meet the Quraysh army. The Prophet (saw) decided to 
march forward to a place called Harma Al-Asad\ha\. was in between Makkah and Madinah. It was 
at this place that the Muslims would fight the returning Quraysh army. The Prophet (saw) called 
out to the Muslims to march forward with him (saw) into battle. Even though the Prophet (saw) 
himself was injured, he (saw) still decided to march forward into battle. And he (saw) did not 
allow any new soldiers to join the army. He (saw) wanted to keep the same army that he (saw) 
had in the first battle that he (saw) had fought when the Quraysh attacked Madinah. The Prophet 
(saw) knew that this battle at Harma A/-Asad\Nou\6 be difficult. The Muslims were already 
outnumbered and now they would not be near Madinah anymore. They no longer had a home 
base that they could run to. So the Prophet (saw) only wanted to allow those soldiers whom he 
(saw) knew that he (saw) could count on in the army. Thus the Prophet (saw) called out to the 
Muslims and they answered his (saw)'s call. Even though they were injured, even though they 
were bleeding, even though they were tired, even though they were thirsty, even though they 
had just seen so many of their comrades fall, even though they had just been defeated, they still 
answered the call of the Prophet (saw) when he (saw) called on them to march forward with him 
(saw) towards Harma Al-Asad. It was about these Muslims that Allah (swt) revealed this ayah. 
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Allah (swt) says "The ones who answered the call of Allah and His Messenger 
even after the wound had befallen them". Here Allah (swt) acknowledges the 
steadfastness and determination of these Muslims. The "wound" in this ayah refers to the defeat 
that they had just suffered at Uhud. They were hurt but they still answered the call of the 
Prophet (saw) when he (saw) called upon them. They answered the call of Allah (swt) and His 
Messenger (saw). Even though it was extremely difficult for them they still answered this call. 

This is how we must be as well. We must never make any excuses as to why we cannot 
strive in this path of dawah and jihad. If theses Muslims wanted to make excuses they could 
have found a hundred excuses and they would all have been good excuses. But these Muslims 
did not want to make excuses. They knew that their purpose in life was not to make excuses but 
their purpose in life was to strive to seek the Pleasure of Allah (swt). So even though they were 
hurt they still marched forward into battle. Their love and fear for Allah (swt) was greater than 
the pain that they were feeling. All that they cared about was pleasing their Creator and 
Sustainer and they were willing to do anything in order to reach this goal. Now it is true that 
most of us today are not at this level. Many of us may even be very far from this ideal. But we 
must still try. As we learned from Surah Fatihah our life is nothing but begging Allah (swt) to 
guide us onto the Straight Path. The Path of those whom He (swt) has blessed. These 
companions of the Prophet (saw) were among those whom Allah (swt) has blessed. So we are 
asking Allah (swt) to guide us onto their path. Now while we are asking Allah (swt) to guide us 
onto their path we ourselves must try to the best of our ability to be like them. Even though it is 
difficult we must still try. Recall from the previous ayah how Allah (swt) reminded us that He 
(swt) will not allow the reward of our good deeds to go to waste. So try to the best of your ability 
to be like these Muslims. No matter how difficult things become, and no matter how weak or 
injured you are, keep going on this Path that you are walking. Know that Allah (swt) Sees all that 
you do and that He (swt) will reward you for every step that you take. May Allah (swt) give us 
the ability to answer the call of Him (swt) and His Messenger (saw) even after we have been 
touched by wounds and afflictions! 
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In the next part of the ayah Allah (swt) says "for the ones who have Ihsan from 
among them and who have Taqwa is a great reward". Here Allah (swt) reminds us that it 
is not enough simply to march forward to meet the enemy. You also need to have Ihsan by doing 
that action sincerely for the sake of Allah (swt) and you need to have Taqwa by fearing Allah 
(swt) while you do that action. From the Muslims who marched out with the Prophet (saw) on 
that day, it is only for those who had Ihsan and Taqwa that this great reward has been promised. 
Some of them may not have had that absolute sincerity to Allah (swt). Some of them may not 
have had Taqwa. Some of them may only have marched forward because the other Muslims had 
marched forward. Some of them may have marched forward to capture war booty. Allah (swt) 
Knows best as to what is in the hearts of each of them. But it is only for those who had Ihsan 
and Taqwa from among them that Allah (swt) promises this great reward for. 

The lesson that we can take from this is that we must also have Ihsan and Taqwa in 
everything that we do. Even when we are working for the dawah. Even when we are working for 
the dawah when we are tired and injured. We must never pat ourselves on the back and tell 
ourselves what a great job we are doing. We must never tell ourselves that we are among the 
best of Muslims in the Ummah today. Rather we must always have Ihsan and Taqwa in every 
single action that we do. We must always think about Allah (swt) in every single action that we 
do. The Pleasure of Allah (swt) should be the only goal that we hope to achieve for each and 
every one of our actions. We must be begging Allah (swt) to accept our deeds and for Him (swt) 
to be pleased with them. Only when we do this can we make ourselves worthy of this great 
reward that Allah (swt) promises in this ayah. As we can see from these ayahs the reward of 
Allah (swt) is great indeed, but it does not come cheap. It does not come to those who are not 
willing to exert their utmost to serve Allah (swt). Allah (swt) is the Real and the True. This whole 
universe is only an illusion when compared to Him (swt). So how can you expect to be rewarded 
by Him (swt) when you seek this world through your actions instead of seeking Him (swt)? May 
Allah (swt) allow us to do every single one of our actions for Him (swt) and may Allah (swt) allow 
us to remember Him (swt) all of the time! 
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174. The ones who when the people say to them "Surely the men have gathered 
against you so you should fear them", it only increases them in their Iman and they 
say "Allah is Sufficient for us and He is the Best Disposer of Affairs". 

Now when the Prophet (saw) and the Muslims had set out to meet the Quraysh at Harma 
Al-Asad, there were many people who tried to turn them away. There were many people who 
tried to dissuade them from this campaign. On the one hand there were the hypocrites who 
remained behind at Madinah. These cowards were too scared to march out in the path of Allah 
(swt) and they also wanted to do all that they can to destroy this dawah. So they kept telling the 
Prophet (saw) and the sincere Muslims among their brethren not to march forward into battle. 
Then there were also those desert Arabs whom the Prophet (saw) and the Muslims met on the 
way to Harma Al-Asad. They also told the Prophet (saw) to turn back to Madinah because the 
Quraysh army was too powerful. Both of these groups tried to put fear in the hearts of the 
Muslims. They tried to convince the Muslims that they should not march forward to meet the 
Quraysh army. This was when Allah (swt) revealed this ayah. In this ayah Allah (swt) praises the 
Sahabah for standing by the Prophet (saw) and not yielding to those who tried to take them 
away from their mission. See here how much Allah (swt) loves the companions of the His (swt)'s 
Messenger, and how wrong are those who say anything against them. 

Allah (swt) begins this ayah by saying "The ones who when the people say to them 
"Surely the men have gathered against you so you should fear them"". Here Allah (swt) 
tells us what the hypocrites said to the Muslims. They say to the Muslims that a great army has 
gathered against them. This army is much greater than their own and so they have no chance of 
defeating such an army. If they were to fight such a great army it would be certain death. They 
would be killed. They would be made to bleed. They would be taken prisoner. They would be 
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tortured. So you should not fight against such a great army but you should fear them. You 
should fear them and you should turn away from them. You should go back to your homes and 
hide where you will be safe. Think about your family. Think about your livelihood. Think about 
your future in this world. These were the words that the hypocrites must have spoken to the 
Muslim soldiers who were marching out with the Prophet (saw). We see again how these 
hypocrites are a people who have completely forgotten Allah (swt). They say that they are 
Muslims but they have completely forgotten Allah (swt). Their hearts are completely attached to 
the life of this world and this world is all that they can think about. Now what do you think was 
the response of the Muslims when these fools tried to take them away from their reason for 
being? 

Allah (swt) says "it only increases them in their Iman". The Muslims who were with 
the Prophet (saw) did not become afraid. They did not abandon the Prophet (saw). Not only did 
they continue to march forward with the Prophet (saw), but the words of these hypocrites only 
increased them in their determination. So these hypocrites tried to take the Muslims away from 
Allah (swt) but their evil words had the opposite effect. When the Muslims heard the hypocrites 
speak these words it only increased them in their Iman. They were even more certain now as to 
what their purpose in life should be. They were even more certain about the everlasting ness of 
the Hereafter and the fleeting nature of this world. They were even more certain that were the 
servants of Allah (swt) who have been chosen to carry His (swt)'s Message to mankind. Thus the 
words of these hypocrites only increased them in their determination, it only increased them in 
their certainty in Allah (swt) and in this Message. 

Why was this? Why did the words of the hypocrites have this opposite effect on them? 
Why did the Muslims not fear the powerful army of the Quraysh like most of us would have? It is 
because they knew that the hypocrites would speak in such a way. They knew that people would 
try to take them away from this Path that they are on. They were expecting it. This is because 
the Prophet (saw) himself had told them how difficult the mission that they were on would be. 

He (saw) himself had reminded them how there would be people who would try and take them 
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away from Allah (swt). There would be people who would try to take them away from the 
purpose of their existence. So when the early Muslims heard the words of these hypocrites they 
only saw how true the words of the Prophet (saw) were. Thus it increased them even further in 
their Iman. 

What then was the response of the Muslims to these hypocrites who tried to take them 
away from Allah (swt)? They only said "Allah is Sufficient for us and He is the Best 
Disposer of Affairs". The hypocrites were telling the Muslims how the Quraysh had gathered a 
great army against them. They were telling the Muslims how they did not stand a chance against 
such an army. The Muslims responded to such words by telling them that Allah (swt) was 
Sufficient for them. When you have Allah (swt) on your side then can even the most powerful of 
armies stand a chance against you? So the Muslims gave the best of responses to these 
hypocrites by reminding them that Allah (swt) was on their side, and He (swt) was Sufficient 
against any army. These early Muslims lived for Allah (swt). He (swt) was everything for them. 

So whenever any difficulty or trial came to them, they always thought of Him (swt). They knew 
that He (swt) was enough for them to carry them through any trial or hardship. 

The Muslims also describe Allah (swt) as the Best Disposer of Affairs. The result of every 
affair is determined by Allah (swt). He (swt) determines who will have victory and He (swt) 
determines who will have defeat. All Might and all Power is only with Him (swt). Allah (swt) is the 
One Who determines whether each Muslim soldier will be killed or whether he will be taken 
prisoner or whether he will return home to his family safely. He (swt) is the One Who determines 
how every single thing that happens to you and every single thing that you do will turn out. So 
the Muslims are telling the hypocrites here that they trust Allah (swt) to dispose of their affairs in 
the best way. They know that they are the sincere and humble servants of Allah (swt) and they 
know that Allah (swt) is the Most Kind and the Most Merciful. So they trust in Allah (swt) to take 
care of their affairs in the best way possible because they know that He (swt) is the Best 
Disposer of Affairs. If He (swt) decrees death for them then they know that this is what is best 
for them and He (swt) decrees life for them then they know this is what is best for them. 
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Insha Allah we must also try our best to be like these early Muslims who were with the 
Prophet (saw). Whenever the people come and try to take us away from this Path that we are on 
we have to remember that our purpose in life is only to worship and serve Allah (swt). They will 
try their best to take us away from this mission that we are on. They will try to put fear into us. 
They will make us think of this worldly life and all the pleasures that we are denying ourselves. 
They will try every trick that they can think of to take us away from Allah (swt). But we should 
realize that they are an ignorant people who cannot see past the life of this world. All that they 
can see is the life of this world and trying to get the pleasures of this world. They do not think 
about death. They do not think about what happens after death. Most importantly they do not 
think about Allah (swt). This is who we have to save ourselves from becoming. We have to 
remember that we live only to please Allah (swt), this is what we have been created to do. 
Reaching this objective should be all that matters to us. If we have to work today to try and 
bring back the Islamic State despite the great odds that are against us then that it is what we 
must do. We do not care about victory or defeat. We do not care about success or failure. We 
only care about trying our very best to please our Lord and Master. We do not care about the 
pain that we have to go through. We do not care about the sacrifices that we have to make. We 
only care about pleasing Allah (swt). Even if we have to work in this dawah for our entire lives 
without ever seeing any success then that is what we have to do because we hope that is what is 
pleasing to Allah (swt), and all that we care about is the Pleasure of Allah (swt). This is how the 
early Muslims and the Sahabah were. This is why marched forward into battle even though they 
were hurt. This is why they did not listen to the hypocrites. All that they cared about was 
pleasing Allah (swt). All that mattered to them was Allah (swt). They were consumed in the 
Reality that was Allah (swt). This is why they did what they did. This is why they marched 
forward into battle on that day despite what the people said. May Allah (swt) allow us to be like 
them! They are the model that Allah (swt) has given us to follow if we are to earn His (swt)'s 
Pleasure. May Allah (swt) give us the enabling grace to be like them! Only caring about Him (swt) 
and not looking at all to the world around us! 
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175. So they returned with Favor from Allah and Fadl, they were not touched by any 
evil, they followed the Pleasure of Allah and Allah is of Great Bounty. 

So the Prophet (saw) and the Muslims had marched forward to meet the powerful 
Quraysh army at Harma Al-Asad. The hypocrites and the desert Arabs tried to dissuade them 
from going. They tried to put fear into the hearts of the early Muslims. But these soldiers of Allah 
did not listen to them, rather they marched forward with absolute determination. No matter how 
much their bodies ached, no matter how much the fools may have called to them to turn around 
and go home, they did not listen and they did not care. All that they wanted was to seek the 
Pleasure of Allah (swt). It has been narrated that some of them had injuries that were so bad 
that they could not even walk the entire distance between Madinah and Harma At-Asad. Since 
these soldiers did not have horses they needed to be carried at some points during the journey. 
Can you imagine how difficult this must have been both for the injured soldiers and for their 
comrades who had to carry them? But they did not care about these difficulties and this pain that 
they felt, all that they cared about was following the Prophet (saw) to the Pleasure of Allah (swt). 
In this ayah Allah (swt) tells us what happened to them when they reached Harma Al-Asad. 

Allah says in this ayah "So they returned with Favor from Allah and Fadl". When 
the Muslims reached their destination they did not find the Quraysh army there. The fear that 
Allah (swt) had cast into the hearts of the Quraysh had overcome come them and they had ran 
back to Makkah. So the Muslims returned home from Harma Al-Asad with Favor from Allah (swt) 
and His (swt)'s Fadl. Some early commentators say that "Favor from Allah and Fadl" in this 
ayah refers to a trading caravan that the Muslims met on their way. According to these mufasir 
instead of meeting the Quraysh army and doing battle with them, the Muslims had met this 
trading caravan and so they were able to trade with them. According to these scholars this trade 
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and the profit that the Muslims made therein is what Allah (swt) refers to when He (swt) says 
"Favor from Allah and Fadl". But Sayyid Qutb tells us in his tafsir of this ayah that "Favor 
from Allah and Fadl" refers to the reward from Allah (swt) that these Muslims received for 
marching out with the Prophet (saw) despite their injuries and exhaustion. Allah (swt) Knows 
exactly how difficult it was for them to march out with the Prophet (saw) on that day so He (swt) 
gave them the best of rewards. This is the reward of guidance and Iman in this world and the 
reward of higher levels in Paradise and nearness to Allah (swt) in the Hereafter. Allah (swt) 

Knows best but it seems to us that Sayyid Qutb's opinion is much stronger. It does not seem 
right for the Muslims to be engaged in trading when they had marched out for battle. Perhaps 
both opinions are correct. As always Allah (swt) Knows best. 

For us the lesson that we can take from this part of the ayah is to see that when we 
strive to the best of our ability to please Allah (swt) then we can be certain that He (swt) will 
reward us. He (swt) may reward us in this world with material bounty, He (swt) may increase our 
provisions in this world. But even if we do not get the riches of this world we can be certain that 
He (swt) will reward us with increase in Iman and with guidance to Him (swt). And He (swt) will 
reward us with Paradise and nearness to Him (swt) in the Hereafter. So we should not seek after 
this world in our efforts and our striving but we should rather strive to please Allah (swt) with 
every moment that passes. Know that He (swt) is the Best to reward every single that you do. 

Then Allah (swt) says "they were not touched by any evil". There are multiple levels 
of meaning to this part of the ayah. One meaning is that the Muslims did not suffer any harm 
when they marched out with the Prophet (saw) towards Harma Al-Asad. The hypocrites were 
trying to convince the Muslims that they would be killed or severely injured if they had marched 
out with the Prophet (saw). But not only did the Muslims not meet this certain doom that the 
hypocrites had been promising them but in fact no harm came to them whatsoever. They did not 
even meet their enemy in battle. Another meaning of this part of the ayah is that the Muslims 
were not affected by the hypocrisy that was around them. The evil of the hypocrites could not 
touch the Muslims at all. The hypocrites were trying to draw these sincere believers away from 
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Allah (swt). They were trying to pull them into this abyss of hypocrisy and doubt that they were 
in. But the Muslims were not touched by their evil at all. Their words had no affect on the 
Muslims whatsoever, in fact as we saw from the previous ayah, it only made them increase in 
their Iman. 

Finally Allah (swt) ends this ayah by saying "they followed the Pleasure of Allah and 
Allah is of Great Bounty". These early Muslims are the models for us to follow in every single 
action that we do and even in every single thought that we have. Flere Allah (swt) shows us what 
they did that made them the models for us to follow and Fie (swt) also shows us what Fie (swt) 
gave them as a reward for what they did. They followed the Pleasure of Allah (swt), the Pleasure 
of Allah (swt) was the objective in each and every action that they took. So for every action that 
they could possibly do, they did the action that they believed would most please Allah (swt). For 
every moment that passed them by they asked themselves as to what action would please Allah 
(swt) the most and then they did that action. The Pleasure of Allah (swt) was the purpose of 
their existence so they sought it with everything that they did. What then was their reward for 
this? As Allah (swt) tells us in this ayah Fie (swt) is "is of Great Bounty". What does it mean for 
Allah (swt) to be of Great Bounty? It means that Fie (swt) gives more and more. More than any 
of us can ever imagine possible. Allah (swt) has already given us so much even when we have 
done nothing for Him (swt), can you then just imagine what Fie (swt) can give us if we spend our 
lives trying to please Him (swt) like these early Muslims did? It is beyond our imagination. It is 
beyond our wildest dreams. All that we have to do is make the effort. May Allah (swt) give us the 
enabling grace! 
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176. It is only Shaitan who makes you fear his friends, so do not fear them but fear 
Me if you are believers. 

In the previous ayah Allah (swt) told us about how the hypocrites tried to put fear into 
the hearts of the believers. When the believers wanted to march out in the Path of Allah (swt) 
the hypocrites came to dissuade them. They came to take them away from their Lord. They told 
them not to go out for the sake of Allah (swt). The way in which the hypocrites tried to take the 
believers away from Allah (swt) was by trying to put fear in their hearts. Through fear they tried 
to make the Muslims abandon the Prophet (saw) and abandon the path of dawah and jihad. 
Through fear they tried to take the Muslims away from Allah (swt), their very purpose for being. 
In this ayah Allah (swt) shows us who is the real source of this fear that the hypocrites tried to 
cast into the hearts of the believers. 

Allah (swt) says in this ayah "It is only Shaitan who makes you fear his friends". 

Although it was the hypocrites who were speaking to the Muslims, their words really came from 
Shaitan. This accursed devil whose mission it is to take all of mankind away from Allah (swt) was 
the one who tried to put fear into the Muslims. It was only him who tried to make the Muslims 
afraid so that they would give up this dawah. He tells the Muslims to fear his friends who are the 
disbelievers like the Quraysh. They are his friends because like him they are also working to 
destroy this Message that Allah (swt) has sent. They seek to do this by trying to put fear into the 
hearts of the believers so that they give up on this dawah. 

When Allah (swt) shows the believers that it was only Shaitan who tried to put this fear 
into them, He (swt) is showing them how this fear is nothing. Shaitan at the end of the day is 
only a trickster, his words are nothing but lies. So when he tries to put fear into us, we have to 
realize that in reality there is nothing to fear. Everything that he says are all lies and everything 
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that he does are all tricks. He wants to make us fear his friends but in reality there is nothing to 
fear from them. If you truly realize Allah (swt) then you will see how there is nothing to fear from 
them. When a heart is attached to Allah (swt) then what does that heart have to fear from the 
people of this world? Even if they are the most powerful of forces in the world how can they ever 
harm a heart that is attached to Allah (swt)? What can they possibly do? This heart knows that 
no matter what suffering that it goes through in the life of this world, Allah (swt) is a Witness 
over all of its sufferings. It knows that He (swt) will reward it with the best of rewards and the 
fullest of rewards for even the slightest of harm that they do to it. So how can they harm this 
heart in any way? Any harm that they do to it will only bring it closer to its reason for being. Thus 
when we realize the Magnificence and Greatness of our Lord then we realize how we have 
nothing to fear from these people. The worst that they can do is return us to our Lord. Is that 
not what we are seeking in the first place? Then He (swt) will reward us in ways that we never 
even dreamed possible. 

Then Allah (swt) says "so do not fear them but fear Me if you are believers". There 
are two kinds of fear that a human being can have. One kind is a natural and instinctual fear of 
the things of this world. All humans have this fear of the things of this world that they think can 
harm them. Then there is the fear that is based on thought. This is not an instinctual fear but it is 
a fear based on thought. Although this fear is not an inborn fear it can be a much greater fear 
than the inborn fear. Such is the fear that the believer has of Allah (swt). The believer thinks 
about Allah (swt). The believer realizes Who Allah (swt) IS. The believer realizes that at any 
moment Allah (swt) can take his life and put him in the depths of Hell and that would not be 
injustice for Him (swt). When you realize Who Allah (swt) IS and when you realize what He (swt) 
can do to you, you will tremble with fear. All that you have to do is just think about Allah (swt) in 
this way. Think about Allah (swt) as the One Who owns you completely and the One Who can 
destroy you in a second. The One Who you are definitely going to return to one Day soon and 
the One Who will determine your fate for all eternity. When you do this then Insha Allah you will 
not fear the creation, you will not have the simple inborn that even the animals have, but you will 
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have a deep-rooted fear that is based on absolute conviction. This is what Allah (swt) is 
commanding you to do here, not to fear the creation at all but only to fear Him (swt). It is really 
easy for any of us to do if only we realize Who Allah (swt) IS and we strive to bring Him (swt) to 
our minds all the time. Think about Allah (swt). How can you not fear so Awesome a Being! 

This is the kind of fear that a believer must have. How can you say that you believe in 
Allah (swt) in the way that He (swt) should be believed in and then not fear Him (swt)? If you do 
not have this kind of fear of Allah (swt) then there is a deficiency your Iman. The true believer 
should be terrified of Allah (swt). Yes you do love Allah (swt) and yes Allah (swt) is the Most 
Loving and the Most Merciful. But He (swt) has also told you to fear Him (swt) so you should fear 
Him (swt). Just the fact that Allah (swt) has told you to fear Him (swt) should make you realize 
how terrifying He (swt) IS. 

The problem with many in the Ummah today is that they place so much hope in the 
Mercy and Forgiveness of Allah (swt) that they forget to fear Him (swt). How could you not fear 
Allah (swt) when He (swt) has told you to fear Him (swt)? If He (swt) is simply going to forgive 
every sin that you do like Shaitan has deceived you into thinking then He (swt) would not have 
told you to fear Him (swt) in this way. Read this ayah to yourself again and again. Allah (swt) is 
telling you right here in His (swt)'s Book to fear Him (swt) so you should fear Him (swt). Not only 
is He (swt) telling you to fear Him (swt) but He (swt) also telling you not to fear the creation. 

You might think that this is hard but that is only because you do not think about Allah (swt). If 
you think about Allah (swt) then you will realize Who He (swt) IS and why He (swt) deserves all 
of the fear. This is the only way in which you can save yourself from being among the fools who 
go their entire lives without fearing Allah (swt). They know that Allah (swt) is the One Who 
deserves all of the fear but they choose not to think about Him (swt). They choose to forget 
about Him (swt) and that is why they do not fear Him (swt). Soon they will realize the 
consequences of their arrogance and their insolence on the Day that they return to Allah (swt). 
May Allah (swt) save us from ever becoming like them! May Allah (swt) let us fear Him (swt) as 
He (swt) should be feared! 
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177. Let not those grieve you the ones who rush to kufr, surely they cannot harm 
Allah in the least, Allah desires not to give them any share in the Hereafter, and for 
them is a great punishment. 

In this ayah Allah (swt) consoles the Prophet (saw). Think about the context in which 
this ayah was revealed. The Muslims had just suffered a devastating loss at the battle of Uhud. 
Many of the best Muslims including the Prophet (saw)'s own uncle Hamza (ra) had been killed. 
The Prophet (saw) himself had been injured. The hypocrites inside the Islamic State had become 
stronger and more vocal in their opposition to this Message as a result of this defeat. The other 
enemies of this Islamic State may have heard about this defeat and they too might have been 
making plans to attack Madinah. Many of the Muslims themselves were disheartened and 
depressed. All of this must have weighed heavily on the blessed heart of the Prophet (saw). This 
is why Allah (swt) reveals this ayah where He (swt) consoles and comforts His beloved (saw). 

Allah (swt) says in this ayah "Let not those grieve you the ones who rush to kufr". 
The ones who would reject the Message that the Prophet (saw) came with are like those who 
would rush towards kufr. They are running towards kufr like it is some kind of treasure and they 
are running away from Iman like it is some kind of monster. This is the extent to which they 
rejected this Message. The Prophet (saw) brought them such clear proofs and evidences, and 
they were so convinced that he (saw) was indeed the Messenger of Allah (swt). But still they 
rejected him (saw). They rejected him (saw) to such a degree that it was like they were running 
away from him (saw) and towards kufr. Just imagine how difficult this must have been for the 
Prophet (saw) to see the people running away from him (saw) like this. He (saw) knew that what 
he (saw) came with was the Truth and he (saw) knew that they knew that it was the Truth but 
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they still ran away from him (saw). How much must this have hurt him (saw)? That is why here 
Allah (swt) consoles him(saw) and tells him (saw) not to be grieved by such people. They had 
the free-will and they made their choice. Their turning away was not in any way a fault of the 
Prophet (saw). So he (saw) should be not be grieved by them. 

Now let us look as to who were the ones were running towards kufr, who were the ones 
who were foremost in their rejection of this Message. First there was the Prophet (saw)'s own 
tribe of Quraysh. These were the people whom the Prophet (saw) had lived with throughout his 
entire life before he (saw) had been given this Message. They knew him (saw) from childhood 
and they knew all to well that he (saw) was not a liar. They also knew that he (saw) was not a 
poet and that he (saw) could never have produced a Quran like this. They also knew that they 
themselves could never produce a Quran like this and they knew that it was not the speech of a 
human being. They knew all of this but they still rejected him (saw). Then there were the 
hypocrites living in Madinah with the Prophet (saw). These people were also very close to the 
Prophet (saw). They met the Prophet (saw) and they interacted with him (saw) everyday. They 
saw the Muslims and the believers practicing this Din all around them. They saw the Mercy and 
Justice of this Din. How it brought peace and tranquility both for the individual and the society. 
They saw all of this but it still did not bring them closer to Allah (swt). Still they did not choose 
to submit to this Message, still they made kufr to it. Then there were the Jews and Christians 
who had already received a Book from Allah (swt). In their Books they saw clear descriptions of 
the Prophet (saw). These descriptions that were in their Books fit the Prophet (saw) perfectly and 
so they too were convinced that he (saw) was the Messenger of Allah (swt). But still they 
rejected him (saw) and made kufr to him (saw). So look here at how the people who should have 
been the foremost in accepting the Message of the Prophet (saw) were actually the foremost in 
rejecting it. Not only were they rejecting this Message but they were also striving to destroy it. 
This can clearly be seen with what happened at the battle of Uhud. The Jews encouraged the 
Quraysh to attack Madinah. The Quraysh attacked Madinah. And the hypocrites offered no 
support whatsoever to the Prophet (saw) and they even discouraged the Muslims from going to 


309 



fight against the Quraysh. So all of these three groups were not only rejecting this Message but 
they were all opposing it and trying to destroy it. How much must this then have hurt the 
Prophet (saw)? How much must he (saw) have been grieved when he (saw) saw the people 
running towards kufr from all around him (saw)? This is why Allah (swt) reveals this ayah where 
He (swt) tells the Prophet (saw) not to grieve at those who rush towards kufr. 

Then Allah (swt) says "surely they cannot harm Allah in the least". These people 
who would rush into kufr cannot harm Allah (swt) at all. Who is most important in the life of the 
Prophet (saw)? Who should he (saw) care about the most? Of course it is Allah (swt). Allah (swt) 
is his (saw)'s reason for living. So the Prophet (saw) should not care about these people who 
would run away from Allah (swt). If a people are so evil that they would choose to oppose and 
destroy this Message that has come to them from their Creator then they do not deserve the love 
of the Prophet (saw). Even if they are a people who are very close to the Prophet (saw). Even if 
they are his (saw)'s family. They do not deserve his (saw)'s love and concern because they are a 
people who would turn away from Allah (swt). So Allah (swt) tells the Prophet (saw) not to 
grieve at these people. They cannot harm Him (swt) in the least. They cannot do anything 
whatsoever to Him (swt). Even if every single one of them were to reject Allah (swt)'s Message 
and strive to their utmost to oppose it, they still cannot harm Allah (swt) in the least. Allah (swt) 
should be the only concern for the Prophet (saw) and so he (saw) should turn his (saw)'s 
attention away from these people and towards Him (swt). As long as the Prophet (saw) is 
worshipping and serving Allah (swt) then he (saw) has nothing to grieve about. 

Finally Allah (swt) says "Allah desires not to give them any share in the Hereafter, 
and for them is a great punishment". What does Allah (swt) intend to do with these people 
who would reject this Message? What does He (swt) intend to do with those who turn away from 
His (swt)'s beloved (saw)? First Allah (swt) tells us how they have no share whatsoever in the 
Hereafter. They have nothing in the Hereafter. No pleasure, no joy, no peace, no good food, no 
sweet drinks, no loving companions, and not even a moment without pain. They have nothing. 
This is what they have earned for themselves when they chose to reject this Message that they 
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knew was the Truth. This is what they have earned for themselves when they chose to oppose 
the Prophet (saw), the beloved of Allah (swt). The only thing that they have earned for 
themselves because of their kufr is a great punishment. Can you even imagine the kind of 
punishment that these people will receive when Allah (swt) Himself calls such a punishment "a 
great punishment"? Can you even begin to feel the extent of the pain that they will have to 
suffer? Allah (swt) is the One Who created the human being so who better than He (swt) would 
be the One to know how to cause pain and suffering to the human being. This is the great 
punishment that He (swt) has prepared for those who turn away from this Message. 

One lesson that we can take from this ayah is that we also must not be sad when we see 
the people run into kufr after we present this Message to them. In this ayah Allah (swt) is 
addressing us who follow in the footsteps of the Prophet (saw) just as He (swt) was addressing 
the Prophet (saw). This is a choice that these people have made. They have chosen to turn away 
from this Message when it was presented to them. They have chosen to turn away from this 
Message even when they were certain that it was the Truth. For example the Quraysh chiefs and 
the Jewish rabbis knew without a doubt that the Prophet (saw) was indeed the Messenger of 
Allah (swt) but still they willfully chose to reject him (saw). They rejected him (saw) only because 
of their pride and because they wanted to serve their lusts and desires instead of serving Allah 
(swt). So sometimes it may be that we may present this Message to someone and they might 
turn away from it. The more that we strive to present this Message to them the more that we 
can see that they are turning away from it. Even when we are certain that they can see that this 
Message is the Truth they still turn away from it. When this happens then we must not be sad. 
When this happens then we must remember that we live only for Allah (swt). We have to 
remember that these people cannot harm Allah (swt) in the least. We have done our job of 
presenting the Message. They have made the decision to reject it even though they know that it 
is indeed a Message from their Creator and Sustainer. When this happens then we must not be 
overcome with grief for them. We have done our part and presented this Message to them. They 
have made the decision to turn away from Allah (swt). Now it is up to Allah (swt) to deal with 
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them as He (swt) pleases when they return to Him (swt). If there was any good in their hearts, if 
the only reason why they did not accept this Message was because we did not convey it to them 
properly, then we can be certain that Allah (swt) will forgive them and pardon them because we 
know that Allah (swt) does not do injustice to anyone. But if they did willfully reject this Message 
even after they were convinced that it was the Truth then we know the great punishment that 
awaits them. May Allah (swt) save us and save our families from it! 





178. Surely those who purchase kufr with Iman cannot harm Allah in the least. And 
for them is a painful punishment. 

So we learned from the previous ayah that we must never be sad at those who run away 
from this Message. We must never be sad at those who run towards kufr. Allah (swt) is our 
Creator and Sustainer. He (swt) is our Lord and Master. He (swt) is the Perfect One with no flaws 
or weaknesses. He (swt) is our reason for being. These people who run into kufr cannot harm 
Him (swt) at all and since they cannot harm Him (swt) then they should not be any concern to 
us. Allah (swt) will deal with them when they return to Him (swt) in a way that He (swt) pleases. 
But now you may ask if we should ever feel sorry for such people? When we hear of the great 
punishment that they have been promised should we then feel any kind of remorse for them? 
Allah (swt) addresses such concerns in this ayah. 

Allah (swt) says "Surely those who purchase kufr with Iman cannot harm Allah 
in the least". Look here at how Allah (swt) describes these people. Allah (swt) describes them 
as the ones who purchase kufr with Iman. The meaning of this is that they had everything that 
was required to have Iman. They had received this Message clearly. They saw the proofs and 

312 



evidences for this Message. They were certain that it was the Truth. All that they needed to do 
was believe in this Message. All that they needed to do was submit to the Truth that they 
recognized. They had the potential for Iman in their hearts. They had what was needed to make 
them believers. But they traded it away for kufr. This means that they chose not to believe. Even 
though they knew that this Message was the Truth they chose not to believe in it. They chose 
not to submit to what they knew in their hearts was true. So we should never feel sorry for such 
people because they received this Message correctly and they still turned away from it. They 
rejected this Message while knowing full well the consequences of their rejection. They knew that 
their rejection does not harm Allah (swt). They knew that their rejection does not harm the one 
who brought them this Message. They knew that their rejection only harmed themselves. They 
knew this and still they turned away from this Message. How then can we ever feel remorse for 
such people? We live only to please Allah (swt). He (swt) is the only concern in our lives. We are 
not carrying dawah to these people for our sake or their sake but we are doing it only for Him 
(swt). Now if Allah (swt) tells us in this ayah that their rejection does not harm Him (swt), then 
why should we be grieved by their rejection? Our only concern should be our Lord. 

Allah (swt) then says "And for them is a painful punishment". Allah (swt) repeats 
this fact again in this ayah to emphasize that surely and without a doubt such a punishment has 
been prepared for these people. This is what they deserve because they have turned away from 
Allah (swt). They were created for Allah (swt). They were created to be the worshippers and 
servants of Allah (swt). Allah (swt) deserves nothing less. Allah (swt) deserves that we dedicate 
ourselves to Him (swt) in worship and servitude. But these people have turned away from Him 
(swt). Allah (swt) sent them a clear and undeniable Message and they rejected it. They rejected 
this Message even when they were certain that it was from Allah (swt) and they knew their 
responsibility to worship and serve Allah (swt). What then can such people expect? What else do 
such people deserve? May Allah (swt) save us, save our families and save all the good and 
sincere people from this terrible fate! 
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179. And let not those who do kufr think that Our giving them respite is good for 
them. We only give them respite that they may increase in sin. And for them is a 
humiliating punishment. 

In the previous ayahs we saw how Allah (swt) consoled the Prophet (saw). Allah (swt) 
told him (saw) how he (saw) should not grieve for those who would throw themselves into kufr. 
We saw that there were three groups in particular who were foremost in their rejection of this 
Message. The first were the Quraysh chiefs of Makkah, the second were the Jewish rabbis in 
Madinah, and the third were hypocrites within the Muslim community. One thing that all these 
three groups had in common was that they were all given plenty from the things of this world. All 
of these three groups were very wealthy and affluent. This was in fact one of the main reasons 
why they chose not to submit to the Message that the Prophet (saw) came with. They were 
afraid that should they submit to this Message then they would have to give up some of their 
wealth. But should these enemies of Allah (swt) ever think that it is good for them that they have 
been given all of these riches? Should they ever think that Allah (swt) has given them all of this 
wealth because He (swt) is pleased with them? Allah (swt) answers such questions in this ayah. 

Allah (swt) says "And let not those who do kufr think that Our giving them 
respite is good for them". Allah (swt) has given these people plenty of respite. They have 
committed so many sins. They have turned away from Allah (swt) when He (swt) is the One Who 
created them and the He (swt) is the One Who sustains them for every moment of their 
existence. When Allah (swt) sends them a Message to remind them to come back to Him (swt) 
they turn away from this Message. Not only do they turn away from it but they seek to destroy it 
and prevent it from reaching the rest of mankind even when they are in fact certain that it is 
from Allah (swt). In the meantime they continue to exploit the people and steal their wealth. 
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They continue to follow their animal lusts and commit immoral and unspeakable acts. Even worse 
than all of this is that they exult in their pride and they think that they are the best of creation. 
They even think that they are not in need of Allah (swt). They even think that Allah (swt) will 
never bring them back on the Last Day. Such is their arrogance and rebellion. They do all of this 
evil and still not only does Allah (swt) not punish them but He (swt) continues to give them more 
and more of this world. More money, more houses, more foods, more drinks, more women, more 
land, more and more. Should they then think that all of this is good for them? No. Allah (swt) 
says in this ayah that they should never think in this way. There is a very important reason why 
Allah (swt) has given them so much of this world. 

Allah (swt) says in the next part of the ayah "We only give them respite that they 
may increase in sin". This is the reason why Allah (swt) has given them more and more of this 
world. It is only so that they may increase in sin. All human beings have lusts and desires in 
them. All human beings have pride and arrogance in them. Those who forget about Allah (swt) 
are the ones who give themselves to this evil that is inside of them. Now Allah (swt) sends the 
people a Message that tells them to abandon this evil and to come towards Him (swt). This 
Message tells them to conquer their pride and suppress some of their desires in order to please 
Him (swt). Those who choose to accept this Message are indeed the successful. But for those 
who choose to turn away from this Message, those who choose to turn away from Allah (swt) 
even when they know that He (swt) is the True, for them Allah (swt) does not punish them 
immediately. Rather He (swt) allows them to enjoy themselves for a while. He (swt) gives them 
more and more of this world for a while. But as the time passes on them they only accumulate 
more and more sin. As a consequence of this they only bring down on themselves more and 
more punishment. So we see that all of the riches that Allah (swt) has given these people in this 
world is not a blessing for them but it is a curse. When they meet Allah (swt) on the Day of 
Judgment all that they had in this world will only serve to increase them in their suffering and 
torment. May Allah (swt) save us from ever becoming like them! 
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One lesson that we can take from here is that we must be thankful to Allah (swt) for 
every single blessing that He (swt) has given us. We have to show gratitude to Allah (swt) for 
every single drop of water that we drink. We have to always remember that on the Day of 
Judgment Allah (swt) is going to question us about all that He (swt) has given us and how we 
used it. Allah (swt) is going to ask us as to how much gratitude that we have shown Him (swt) 
for all that He (swt) gave us. In fact the more that Allah (swt) has given us of this world the 
more that we have to rush to serve Him (swt). The more that we have to rush to be grateful to 
Him (swt). We have done nothing to Allah (swt) for Him (swt) to have given us all of this so we 
must try our best to be grateful to Him (swt). If we do not, if we simply enjoy what we have 
been given while thinking that we have been given it because of who we are, because we are 
such a great person, then we know who we are becoming like. We are becoming like these fools 
who simply enjoy all that they have been given thinking that they are entitled to all of this. 
Thinking that they deserve all of this because of who they are. In order to save ourselves from 
ever becoming like them we have to rush to show gratitude to Allah (swt) for all that He (swt) 
has given us. So the next time that you take a sip of water you should praise Allah (swt) for 
giving you that water. You should thank Allah (swt) for making that water sweet because of His 
(swt)'s Mercy and not making it salty because of your sins. This is the only way in which you can 
save yourself from becoming like these people. The ones who enjoy themselves in this world only 
to suffer the consequences of all that they took in the next world. May Allah (swt) allow us to 
show gratitude to Him (swt) for every single thing that He (swt) has given us! May Allah (swt) 
allow us to use all that He (swt) has given us to serve Him (swt)! 

Another lesson that we can take from this ayah is to see that just because a people have 
been given a lot of this world it does not necessarily mean that Allah (swt) is pleased with such a 
people. Unfortunately many people in the world today have this very attitude. They are so 
attached to the life of this world, that this world is all that they care about. Even when they judge 
how favored a people are with Allah (swt) they use this world an estimation of it. So they think 
that someone who has a lot of this world is favored by Allah (swt) and someone who does not 
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have this world is not favored by Him (swt). They do not look at how much a people remember 
Allah (swt). They do not look at how much a people serve Allah (swt). All that they look at is how 
much Allah (swt) has given these people in this world. We can see from this ayah how foolish 
such thinking is. Sometimes Allah (swt) may give a people in this world if He (swt) is pleased 
with them and if they are among those who try to serve Him (swt). But when a people forget 
about Allah (swt) and they only follow their lusts and desires, and then you see these people 
being given more and more of the world, do you think that this is because of Allah (swt) being 
pleased with such a people? No rather as we learned from this ayah it is only a punishment for 
them. So if you want to judge how close a people are to Allah (swt), do not judge them based on 
the material things of this world that they have been given, but rather judge them on how well 
they remember Allah (swt) and how well they strive to serve Him (swt). 

In the final part of this ayah Allah (swt) says "And for them is a humiliating 
punishment". These people thought that they were the best. They were so proud of their own 
selves. They thought that they were the best human beings to ever walk on the face of this 
earth. Because of such pride and such arrogance they thought that they were entitled to all that 
they were given. They even thought that they were Allah (swt)'s favorites despite all of the sins 
that they committed. Here Allah (swt) tells us what He (swt) has in store for them. Not only will 
they have a painful punishment but they will also have a humiliating punishment. All of mankind 
will see how they have been cursed by Allah (swt). All of mankind will see how they are the worst 
of failures in this test that Allah (swt) has given us. In front of everyone that they used to know 
and everyone that they used to exploit and oppress they will be made to suffer a humiliating and 
shameful punishment. Because these were a people who used to fill themselves with pride the 
humiliation that they will be made to feel will be even worse for them than they pain that they 
feel. Such is their fate for their ingratitude to Allah (swt). Such is their just reward for their 
arrogance and insolence before the Majestic and the True! May Allah (swt) save us from ever 
becoming like them! 
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180. Allah will not leave the believers in the state that you are in until He separates 
the good from the wicked. Nor will Allah disclose to you the unseen, but Allah 
chooses for His Messengers whom He pleases. So believe in Allah and the Messenger 
and if you believe and have Taqwa then there is for you a great reward. 

In this ayah Allah (swt) continues to console the Prophet (saw) and the Muslims. He (swt) 
continues to console us. In the previous ayahs Allah (swt) had told us not to be sad when we see 
the enemies of this Message being given more and more of this world. Allah (swt) only gives 
them of this world so that they increase in sin. Then they will return to Him (swt) where He (swt) 
has prepared for them a painful and humiliating punishment. This tells us the condition of those 
who reject this Message, but what of the believers? Sometimes the believers are made to suffer 
through many trials. Sometimes the believers are deprived of the things of this world. Why does 
Allah (swt) allow this to happen? Why does Allah (swt) allow those who believe in Him (swt) and 
who submit to Him (swt) to continue to suffer? Allah (swt) answers such questions in this ayah. 

Allah (swt) says in this ayah "Allah will not leave the believers in the state that you 
are in until He separates the good from the wicked". Here Allah (swt) reminds the 
Muslims once again as to what was the purpose of the battle of Uhud. Allah (swt) also reminds 
us as to what is the purpose of any calamity or difficulty that befalls us. It is only so that Allah 
(swt) may separate the good from the wicked. The true believer from the hypocrite. You know 
that your purpose in life is only to worship and serve Allah (swt). You know that you only live to 
please Him (swt). It is easy for you to love Allah (swt) when He (swt) gives you more and more 


318 



of this world, but can you still love Him (swt) when He (swt) tests you by putting you through 
trials and difficulties. When you go through such trials you truly see how strong your Iman is. 

You see how strong your sincerity to Allah (swt) is. Thus Allah (swt) separates between the true 
believers and the hypocrites by these trials that He (swt) gives us. If you are a Muslim then you 
should expect to face trials such as these. Allah (swt) tells us clearly in this ayah that He (swt) 
will not let us be until He (swt) has separated the good from the wicked. 

Then Allah (swt) says "Nor will Allah disclose to you the unseen". So within the Muslim 
community there are sincere believers and there are hypocrites. Allah (swt) gives us these trials 
so that we may know which of these groups we fall into. We do not know by ourselves who are 
the true and sincere believers and who are the hypocrites. Such matters lie in the unseen, in the 
depths of the hearts of people. In this part of the ayah Allah (swt) tells us that He (swt) simply 
will not reveal to us who is the believer and who is the hypocrite. Allah (swt) will not disclose this 
information to us just as some kind of news. Rather the only way in which we can know who is 
the true believer and who is the hypocrite is from the trials that we go through. These trials show 
us who is the true believer and who is the hypocrite. So in this part of the ayah Allah (swt) tells 
us the importance of these trials. It is the means by which the true believers and the hypocrites 
can be distinguished. It is the means by which our community can be cleansed of all those 
elements who will not help and support us in our mission. Allah (swt) will not reveal such 
information to us through an angel but it is through the trials that we go through that the 
believers and the hypocrites are clearly distinguished. Through such trials we ourselves can know 
who are the true and sincere believers whose hearts are attached to Allah (swt) and who are the 
hypocrites who linger in doubt. So we see the great importance of these trials, it is the means by 
which we may know what lies within our hearts. 

There is only one way in which Allah (swt) does reveal the unseen to mankind and He (swt) 
reminds us of that way when He (swt) says "but Allah chooses for His Messengers whom 
He pleases". Through the prophets and the messengers Allah (swt) reveals to us all that is the 
unseen. There is an entire universe that lies beyond human perception and Allah (swt) reveals 
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this universe to us through the prophets and messengers. But not anyone can have the privilege 
of being a prophet or messenger of Allah (swt). Allah (swt) chooses the very best of mankind to 
be His (swt)'s prophets and messengers. Since we are neither prophets nor messengers, we 
cannot know the true condition of our hearts. We do not know for sure if we are sincere believers 
or if there is hypocrisy within us until we go through these trials. It is only through these trials 
and how we respond to them that we may know our true station with Allah (swt). 

Finally Allah (swt) ends this ayah by saying, "So believe in Allah and the Messenger and 
if you believe and have Taqwa then there is for you a great reward". Now look at the 
beauty of this. Allah (swt) is addressing in this ayah those who already claim to believe and He 
(swt) is telling them to believe. In other words Allah (swt) is commanding the believers to 
believe. He (swt) is telling us to not just say that we believe but to prove that we believe through 
our actions. Through our steadfastness over all that befalls us. 

Only Allah (swt) Knows what is in the unseen and He (swt) has decreed that He (swt) will 
only disclose this Knowledge to His (swt)'s prophets and messengers. But even the prophets and 
messengers will not let tell us if we are true believers or not. The only way for us to know if our 
belief is true and sincere is through our actions and through the trials that we go through. How 
much are we willing to strive and sacrifice for the sake of Allah (swt) when these trials come? 

Will we give up when the dawah becomes difficult and the situation becomes dangerous? This is 
what determines if we are true and sincere believers or if we are hypocrites. So what is it then 
that we need to do? How can we make ourselves among the true believers? As Allah (swt) tells 
us in the ayah we have to believe. Even when the trials and difficulties come you still have to 
remind yourself of your Iman. You are not among those who only believe in the life of this world. 
You are not among those who believe that the Creator just created you and then let you be. 
Rather you believe that your Creator has sent you a Messenger and you believe in all that this 
Messenger has told you. When you remember this fact then you remember how any calamity or 
trial that you go through in this world will only bring you closer to Allah (swt). Your belief tells 
you that there is a Hereafter and you know that Allah (swt) will reward you greatly in the 
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Hereafter for the Sabr that you have in this world through your trials. Allah (swt) also reminds us 
in this ayah to have Taqwa of Him (swt). This consciousness of our Lord generates within us a 
fear and reverence that can cover any sorrow or anxiety that we have over this world. 

So it is true that Allah (swt) is going to test us. He (swt) is going to test us so that He (swt) 
may distinguish who are the sincere believers and who are the hypocrites. But what we need to 
do to get through these trials is to always strive to increase our Iman, to increase our certainty in 
our Lord and in the Message that He (swt) has sent. We must try to remember Him (swt), we 
must strive to be conscious of Him (swt) at every moment of our lives. If you can have this belief 
and this Taqwa then not only will you get through any trial or difficulty but Allah (swt) Himself is 
promising a great reward. How wonderful must a reward be when Allah (swt) Himself calls it a 
great reward? Sometimes a particular trial or difficulty could last for months if not years. If you 
have Sabr for the sake of Allah (swt) through such trials then you are being rewarded for every 
moment that passes. Just think about it, for every moment that passes another coin is being 
dropped in your scale pan of good deeds. Then Insha Allah on the Day of Judgment you will find 
that scale full of good deeds which will save you from the Fire. 

So in this ayah not only has Allah (swt) told us the purpose of such trials and why the 
believers are subjected to them but He (swt) has also told us how we can save ourselves from 
them. It is by striving to always believe in Him (swt) and His (swt)'s Message and by always 
having Taqwa of Him (swt). Only Allah (swt) can save us from such trials, but He (swt) will only 
save us if we make the effort to please Him (swt). Why would Allah (swt) save us if we do not 
believe or if we do the actions that are not pleasing to Him (swt)? May Allah (swt) allow us to 
take the lessons from these ayahs! May Allah (swt) help us to remember that these trials that our 
Ummah is facing right now are just like the trials that we faced in the battle of Uhud! So can you 
be among those who will hold fast to your Din despite the difficulty? Can you strive to hold on to 
Allah (swt) even when the world falls apart from under you? This is what will reveal to you if you 
are true believer or a hypocrite. May Allah (swt) help us to discover Iman in our hearts through 
the trials that we face! There is no might nor power except with Allah (swt)! 
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181. And let not those who are niggardly with what Allah has given them of His 
Bounty think that it is good for them. No it is worse for them. That which they were 
niggardly with will be a collar around their necks on the Day of Standing. And to Allah 
belongs the inheritance of the heavens and the earth. And Allah is with all that you do 
All-Aware. 

In this ayah Allah (swt) begins a new section of this Surah. This is the section that ends this 
beautiful Surah. Allah (swt) ends this Surah as He (swt) began it by reminding us of this battle 
between Truth and falsehood. This battle existed at the time of the Prophet (saw) as it exists 
today as it will exist till the end of time. The actions that you take in the life of this world 
determine which side you are on in this battle. Now if you want to be on the side of Truth then 
one of the actions that you must do is spend in the Way of Allah (swt). You must spend from 
your wealth and your time and your efforts to seek the Pleasure of Allah (swt). You must be 
willing to give up what you have and what you desire only to seek the Pleasure of Allah (swt). 
Anyone who refuses to spend for Allah (swt) or anyone who is niggardly with what they have 
cannot be said to be on the side of Truth. In this ayah Allah (swt) tells us what will be the fate of 
those who refuse to spend for Him (swt). 

Allah (swt) begins this ayah by saying "And let not those who are niggardly with what 
Allah has given them of His Bounty think that it is good for them". The first lesson that 
we can take from this ayah is to remind ourselves once again how every single thing that we 
have is from Allah (swt). There is not a single thing that we have except that it belongs to Allah 
(swt). Not only does it belong to Allah (swt) but also He (swt) has only given it to us as Fadl, as a 
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gift and as bounty. It is nothing something that we deserved because of who we are. Everything 
that we have is only from Allah (swt) and He (swt) has only given it to us as a gift. When you 
realize that this is true for everything that you have including your own souls then how can you 
be hesitant to spend what you have for Allah (swt)? 

So in this ayah Allah (swt) tells all those who would refuse to spend for His (swt)'s sake to 
never think that their niggardliness is good for them. People often think that their stinginess is 
good for them. They think that they are saving something for the future. They think that they are 
saving up what they have for themselves. They think that what they hold on to will benefit them 
in the future. They think that they can retire early and spend their later years enjoying 
themselves. They have forgotten what is their purpose in life and they have forgotten Who is the 
real Owner of the wealth that they have. They actually think that their own selves are more 
deserving of their wealth than Allah (swt). In this ayah Allah (swt) shows these people how 
foolish such thinking is. When you hoard what you have instead of spending it for Allah (swt) you 
are in fact stealing from Allah (swt). Furthermore you are neglecting the purpose for which Allah 
(swt) created you and put you on this earth. So how then can you ever think that what you 
hoard up is good for you? Do you think that you are pleasing your Lord and Master by refusing to 
spend what He (swt) has given you for His (swt)'s sake? Do you think that He (swt) created you 
only so that you can hoard up everything that you have only for yourself without caring about 
Him (swt) and without caring about everyone else? What then do you think will be your fate 
when you return to Him (swt)? 

Allah (swt) says in the next part of the ayah "No it is worse for them. That which they 
were niggardly with will be a collar around their necks on the Day of Standing". First 
Allah (swt) completely destroys the thinking of anyone who thinks that hoarding up wealth is 
good for them. Allah (swt) tells them clearly and emphatically that such not good for them, but 
rather it is worse for them. You think that you are helping yourself by holding on to what you 
have and not spending it in the Way of Allah (swt). You are wrong, you are in fact hurting 
yourself. You will see the extent to which you have hurt yourself through your niggardliness 
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when you return to Allah (swt) on the Last Day. On that day all that you used to hoard up and 
refuse to spend in the Way of Allah (swt) will be wrapped around your neck like a collar. 

In a rigorously authenticated hadith recorded in Sahih Muslim the Prophet (saw) has told us 
that whoever refuses to pay Zakat on the wealth that they have will face the most terrible of 
punishments on the Day of Judgment. All their wealth, all that they used to hoard up and refuse 
to pay Zakat with, will be turned into a giant snake. Their wealth will actually be turned into a 
snake on that Day. That snake will come towards, it will wrap itself around their bodies, and it 
will start biting them viciously. While it is biting them it will say to them that "I am the wealth 
that you used to hoard in the life before". Can you imagine how painful an experience this must 
be? How it must feel when that snake squeezes them in its coils and when it bites them with its 
fangs? This is not imagination. This is not a story. This is real. If you have enough wealth that 
Zakat has become obligatory on you and you are not among those who pay Zakat, then you have 
to picture this happening to you. Do not ever think that it is good for you to hoard up the wealth 
that you have. It is worse for you and on the Day of Judgment you will see how worse it is. May 
Allah (swt) save us and our families from this awful punishment! 

Allah (swt) then says "And to Allah belongs the inheritance of the heavens and the 
earth". This means that everything in the heavens and the earth belongs to Allah (swt) and 
everything will soon be returned to Him (swt). Everyone who is on this earth will one day soon 
perish and then Allah (swt) will be the inheritor of all that there is in this world. Every single thing 
in this entire universe belongs completely to Allah (swt). These people are holding on to their 
wealth so covetously and refusing to spend in the Way of Allah (swt). They are earning for 
themselves a terrible punishment in the Hereafter because of what they are doing. But little do 
they realize that everything they are hoarding belongs to Allah (swt) and it will soon be returned 
to Him (swt). Did you create that wealth that you are holding on to so dearly? Do you think you 
can take that wealth with you to your grave? Do you think that wealth can save you in the 
Hereafter? No, rather everything that you have belongs to Allah (swt) and it will all soon be 
returned to Him (swt). 
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Finally Allah (swt) ends this ayah by reminding us "And Allah is with all that you do All- 
Aware". We as Muslims believe that it is our actions in this world that determine our fate in the 
Hereafter. Every single action that we do has a consequence in the Hereafter. What you should 
realize is that Allah (swt) is Well Aware of all of your actions. Not only does Allah (swt) Know 
every single action that you take, but He (swt) also Knows the fine details of that action. He 
(swt) Knows the intention in your heart when you did that action. He (swt) Knows how much you 
strove to do that action in the most best way possible. He (swt) Knows whether that was an 
action that was done to please Him (swt) or not. So before you do any action, remember this 
fact. When the moment of decision comes as to whether or not you should spend for Allah (swt) 
then remember this fact. Realize that Allah (swt) Knows exactly how much you spent and He 
(swt) Knows the sincerity in your heart that was there for Him (swt). Know that if you spend for 
Him (swt) then Allah (swt) will reward you with the best of rewards and if you withhold from 
spending then He (swt) will punish you with the worst of punishments. So when the time comes 
to spend do not think only of this world. Remember that you will one day soon meet Allah (swt) 
with all that you have done. May Allah (swt) allow us to return to Him (swt) having done what is 
pleasing to Him (swt)! May Allah (swt) allow us to return to Him (swt) having spent all that we 
had for Him (swt)! 
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182. Surely Allah has heard the speech of those who say "Surely Allah is poor and we 
are rich". We shall record what they have said and their killing of the prophets 
without right. And We shall say "Taste the punishment of Haricf'. 

In the previous ayah Allah (swt) told us what would be the fate of those who refuse to spend 
for Him (swt). Allah (swt) is the One Who created them and the One Who sustains them and the 
One Who has given them everything that they have, how then can they hoard what He (swt) has 
given them and refuse to spend it for Him (swt)? In this ayah Allah (swt) brings our attention to 
one group in particular from the time of the Prophet (saw) who refused to spend for Him (swt). 

Al-Wahadi relates to us the circumstance in which this ayah was revealed. There was a 
Jewish doctor at the time of the Prophet (saw) named Al- Finhas who was well known among his 
people. One day Abu Bakr (ra) invited this man to Islam. Abu Bakr (ra) told Al- Finhas to believe 
in the Prophet (saw) as the Messenger of Allah (swt). Abu Bakr (ra) told Al-Finahs to lend to 
Allah (swt) a goodly loan by believing in this Message and spending what he has for his Lord. 

Abu Bakr (ra) reminded Al-Finhas how Allah (swt) had promised the Garden for those who did 
this. Now not only did Al-Finhas not take Abu Bakr (ra) on this offer which he knew was his 
salvation in this life and the next but he also spoke cruel words. He told Abu Bakr (ra) that if 
Allah (swt) needed his money then this must mean that Allah (swt) is poor and that he is rich. 
Simply look at the arrogance and the insolence in his words. How could anyone speak in such a 
way about the Lord and Master of the universe? How could a human being be so arrogant to the 
One Who created him, the One Who sustains him for every moment and the One to Whom he 
must return? Allah (swt) revealed this ayah in response to what this evil man said. 
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Allah (swt) says In this ayah "Surely Allah has heard the speech of those who say 
"Surely Allah is poor and we are rich"". Allah (swt) stresses with emphasis and certainty that 
surely and definitely He (swt) has heard what this man said. Many of the Jews at the time of the 
Prophet (saw) used to give put limitations on the Power and Omnipotence of Allah (swt). They 
used to say that Allah (swt) was not capable of absolutely everything. So someone like Al-Finhas 
may even have thought that Allah (swt) did not hear what he said. He may have thought that 
Allah (swt) was high up in the sky and that He (swt) could not hear what he said. Allah (swt) 
corrects such thinking in this part of the ayah and reminds us that He (swt) did definitely hear 
the blasphemy that he spoke. Allah (swt) heard these words of evil that this man spoke against 
his Lord and Master. 

Allah (swt) then says "We shall record what they have said and their killing of the 
prophets without right". Allah (swt) put the human being on this earth for a purpose, in order 
to worship and serve Him (swt). So Allah (swt) will carefully record every single thing that the 
human being does in the life of this world. Allah (swt) will record how well each human 
performed in this task that they had been given. All of their good deeds will be recorded as well 
as all of their evil deeds. Now just imagine how evil is the deed that has been recorded in Finhas' 
book. To speak such words about your Creator Who brought you into existence, and your 
Sustainer Who keeps you alive at every moment and your Nurturer Who has given you 
everything that you have. Can you imagine the magnitude of the sin that is recorded in his book 
only on account of these words? Can you imagine how it will be when he returns to Allah (swt) 
on the Last Day? 

Perhaps the only sin that is greater than speaking such blasphemy against Allah (swt) is to 
kill the prophets and messengers of Allah (swt). In their past the Jews were also guilty of this 
great crime. Not only did they kill the prophets and messengers of Allah (swt) but they were 
even proud of the fact that they did. They used to boast amongst each other about what they 
had done. Even amongst the Jews who used to live at the time of the Prophet (saw) and the 
Jews who live today there are those who are proud of this terrible sin that their ancestors had 
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done. What could be a greater crime than to kill a man who is sacrificing his life to call you to 
Allah (swt)? Who is sacrificing his life and striving with all of his effort to see that you are saved 
from the Fire and placed in the Garden? What could be a greater crime than that? So see here 
the evil that these people have done. What should be the punishment for such evil? 

Allah (swt) says "And We shall say "Taste the punishment of Haric/"'. The word Hariq 
does not simply mean burning. It means burning in the fiercest of blazes. It means burning to 
the core such that it completely destroys. It means being destroyed again and again. This is the 
punishment that they have been promised. This is the punishment that they will be made to 
suffer for all of eternity. If you think that this punishment is too severe then you have not 
recognized the Magnificence and Majesty of Allah (swt). You have not realizes all that Allah (swt) 
has done for you. When you realize how Glorious Allah (swt) IS and you realize how much all of 
mankind is in debt to Him (swt) then you will realize how great is the sin of those who would 
turn away from Him (swt). You will realize how great is the sin of those who would speak such 
blasphemy about Him (swt). May Allah (swt) save us and our families from this torment! 

One lesson that we can take from this ayah is to realize once again the dangers of the 
tongue. Allah (swt) clearly tells us in this ayah that Fie (swt) will record what these Jews have 
said. This is not only a warning for the Jews but it is a warning for us as well. This serves to 
remind us that Allah (swt) records every single word that we say. The Prophet (saw) has told us 
that there is nothing for which people are thrown in the Fire more than for what their tongues 
reap. This means that your tongue is the organ in your body that will most likely lead you to 
disobedience and sin. It is so easy to say a few words of evil but those words of evil alone can 
plunge you into the depths of the Fire. So we must always be careful of what we speak. We 
should take the advice of our beloved (saw) and always remain silent unless we have something 
good to say. May Allah (swt) give us the enabling grace to do that! May Allah (swt) allow us to 
speak only that which pleases Him (swt)! 
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183. This is because of what your hands have sent forth. And surely Allah is not in the 
least unjust with the slaves. 

We saw the terrible punishment that awaited those who turned away from Allah (swt) in the 
previous ayah. The ones who were insolent before Allah (swt) in their speech. The ones who 
killed the prophets and messengers without right. Not only will they face the punishment of 
burning but they will be burned to such an extent that it will be like they are destroyed again and 
again. In this ayah Allah (swt) reminds us once again as to the reason why they have been made 
to suffer such a terrible punishment. Allah (swt) reminds us how He (swt) is not in the least bit 
unjust to His (swt)'s creation. 

Allah (swt) says "This is because of what your hands have sent forth". This is the 
only reason why they are made to suffer this terrible punishment. It is because of the evil that 
they themselves have done. They did evil with their own hands. They did the actions that were 
displeasing to Allah (swt). They knew that what they were doing was displeasing to their Lord 
and Master. They knew that He (swt) was Aware of all that they were doing. They even knew 
that they would have to answer before Him (swt) on the Day of Judgment. They knew all of this 
and still they did all of this evil with their own hands. They took interest with their hands. They 
approached their neighbor's wife with their hands. They killed the prophets and messengers with 
their own hands. What then can they expect? Is this why they were created? Is this why the 
universe around them was created? How can a creature be so insolent and rebellious to the 
Majestic and the Glorious? So we see in this part of the ayah that the punishment that these 
people are made to suffer is only because of the evil that they themselves had done. 

Then Allah (swt) says "And surely Allah is not in the least unjust with the slaves". 


Allah (swt) does not injustice to anyone. This is a fact that we must be absolutely certain of. How 
can you ever love Allah (swt)? How will you ever strive to serve and worship Him (swt) as you 
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were created to do if you have any doubt in this fact? Shaitan wants you to have these evil 
thoughts about Allah (swt). Shaitan wants to take you away from the worship and servitude of 
your Creator and Sustainer. Shaitan wants to see you in the Fire with him. So it is very important 
that you remind yourself once again that Allah (swt) is not unjust to anyone. Before you even 
dare to question Allah (swt) on anything that Fie (swt) does you should remind yourself of how 
limited your knowledge is and remind yourself of how vast is the Knowledge of Allah (swt). 
Remember that Allah (swt) Knows these people much better than you do. You do not know the 
evil that they have done. You cannot even begin to understand the evil that they have done. You 
cannot even begin to realize how indebted we all are to Allah (swt). You cannot even begin to 
understand how much of a right Allah (swt) has upon us to be worshipped and served. So you 
must always remind yourself that you are not one to judge. 

Notice how Allah (swt) says in this ayah that Fie (swt) is not unjust to the slaves. This is what 
all of mankind are towards Allah (swt). We are all of the abject slaves of Allah (swt). We were 
created only to serve Him (swt), only to glorify Him (swt), only to please Him (swt). That is the 
only purpose of our existence. Such servitude comes not only from our striving to do the actions 
that are pleasing to Him (swt), and not only from refraining from the actions that are displeasing 
to Him (swt), but also from being content with whatever Fie (swt) has decreed. We have to 
remember that everything in this world is a creation of Allah (swt), even those things of this 
world that displease us. So part of our servitude of Him (swt) is being pleased with whatever it is 
that Fie (swt) has created. In addition we also depend on Him (swt) for everything and Fie (swt) 
is the One Who provides us with everything that we have. Every moment of our existence is 
possible only because of Him (swt). We are His (swt)'s property. So Allah (swt) is Free to do with 
us whatsoever Fie (swt) pleases. Nothing that Fie (swt) ever does to us can ever be considered 
injustice. This is because we are the complete property of Allah (swt). Fie (swt) can put all of us 
in the Fire for no reason and such would not be injustice. The Master is not questioned on how 
Fie (swt) deals with His (swt)'s property. 
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184. The ones who say "Surely Allah has taken our promise not to believe in any 
messenger until he brings an offering that the fire consumes". Say "Surely there have 
come to you messengers before me with the Clear Signs and that which you ask for. 
Why then did you kill them if you are truthful?". 

In the previous ayahs we saw how some Jews at the time of the Prophet (saw) spoke the 
worst of blasphemy against Allah (swt). Now although there were some among the Jews who did 
believe in the Prophet (saw), most of them opposed him (saw) and they opposed this Message 
that he (saw) brought to them from Allah (swt). They opposed him (saw) only because of pride 
and jealousy. They could not accept the fact that a man from outside the children of Israil had 
received this Message. They thought that only their tribe was entitled to this honor of receiving 
revelation from Allah (swt). So even though they were certain that the Prophet (saw) was indeed 
the Messenger of Allah (swt) they always found some excuse not to accept him (saw). In this 
ayah Allah (swt) brings our attention to one of these excuses that they used to bring. Allah (swt) 
shows us how they are a people who have no sincerity for the Truth but rather are always 
insistent on opposing Him (swt). 

Allah (swt) says about such people "The ones who say "Surely Allah has taken our 
promise not to believe in any messenger until he brings an offering that the fire 

consumes"". Some among the Jews at that time used to claim that Allah (swt) had told them in 
their Books not to accept any man as a Messenger until he brings a very special miracle. This 
miracle that the messenger must bring forth is an offering that will be consumed by fire that is 
sent down from the sky. So the messenger must produce some sacrifice like an animal, and that 
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animal has to be burned by a fire that comes down from the sky. This was the miracle that they 
were demanding of any man who would claim to be a Messenger of Allah (swt). They said that 
they had to see this miracle before they can believe in him. Since the Prophet (saw) had not 
produced this specific miracle, they claimed that they could not believe in him (saw). 

Allah (swt) responds to their demands by commanding to the Prophet (saw) to say "Surely 
there have come to you messengers before me with the Clear Signs and that which 
you ask for. Why then did you kill them if you are truthful?". This miracle that these Jews 
were demanding was not meant for the Prophet (saw). It was meant for another one of their 
prophets who came in the past. This prophet did indeed produce this miracle as their Books had 
foretold, but then what did they do with this prophet? Did they believe in him as they were 
supposed to do? Did they follow him and support him in his dawah as they were supposed to? No 
rather they killed him. Even though he had brought exactly the miracle that they were asking for 
they still killed him. So we see here that the issue is not the miracle rather the issue is that these 
people did not want to believe in the messenger in the first place. They did not want to live a life 
of submission to Allah (swt). They did not want to yield their desires and their greed to the 
Divine Law. So they rejected the prophet even when they were certain that he was a Messenger 
from Allah (swt) to them. Thus Allah (swt) questions them here as to why they rejected this 
prophet and why they killed him when he had brought the very miracle that they had asked for. 
The very miracle that was in their books. It is only because they did not want to believe in the 
Messenger. They were an evil and corrupted people. 

They behaved in the same way towards Prophet (saw). The Prophet (saw) had produced for 
them more than enough miracles by which they can know that he (saw) is indeed the Messenger 
of Allah (swt). He (saw) had brought a Quran that none of them could reproduce, this Quran had 
detailed narrations of what had happened to the previous prophets and nations. Narrations that 
no Arab could have known about. Furthermore there were detailed narrations in their books 
which told of the coming of the Prophet (saw). Their books even described how this Final 
Messenger would be and the Prophet (saw) fit these descriptions perfectly. So the issue here is 
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not that these people needed a miracle in order to convince them that the Prophet (saw) was the 
Messenger of Allah (swt). They were already convinced that he (saw) was the Messenger. But 
the issue is that they did not want to believe in him (saw) and to follow him (saw) and to support 
him (saw). So they came up with this foolish demand even when they knew that this miracle was 
not meant for the Prophet (saw). It was only an excuse to justify their rejection of the Message. 
May Allah (swt) save us from ever becoming like such a people! May Allah (swt) help us to realize 
that the Prophet (saw) has already brought us the greatest of miracles in this Quran! 



(jfj) 


185. Then if they reject you, then surely did they reject messengers before you who 
came with the Clear Signs and Az-Zoboor and the Illuminated Book. 

In the previous ayah we saw how these Jews were demanding a special miracle from the 
Prophet (saw). Even though he (saw) had already produced for them many miracles, even 
though he (saw) fit the descriptions that were in their books perfectly, even thought they 
themselves were convinced that he (saw) was the Messenger of Allah (swt), they still demanded 
that he (saw) produce for them this miracle. This was because they had no intention of 
accepting the Prophet (saw) as the Messenger of Allah (swt) in the first place. Even if Allah (swt) 
would have sent this miracle they still would have rejected the Prophet (saw). But just imagine as 
to how disheartening this all must have been for the Prophet (saw). Not only were these people 
refusing to accept him (saw) as the Messenger but they were also coming to him (saw) with 
these unreasonable demands for miracles. Even if the Prophet (saw) wanted to, he (saw) could 
not have produced this miracle. The Power to do so is only with Allah (swt). So in this ayah Allah 
(swt) consoles the Prophet (saw). 
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Allah (swt) says "Then if they reject you, then surely did they reject messengers 
before you". How comforting must these words have been for the Prophet (saw) to hear? To 
know that he (saw) is not the only one to have been rejected in such a way. To know that there 
were others in the past who went through the same trials and difficulties that he (saw) is going 
through. What a comfort must this have been for him (saw). This reminds the Prophet (saw) that 
he (saw) had not done anything wrong. He (saw) had carried this Message properly and fulfilled 
his responsibility. But these people were looking for a reason to reject this Message. They 
wanted to reject this Message. So they would have rejected the Message regardless of the 
messenger who brought it to them. The Prophet (saw) was not at fault in any way. So in this 
ayah Allah (swt) consoles the Prophet (saw) by reminding him (saw) that there were messengers 
in the past who were rejected just like he (saw) has been. 

One lesson that we can take from this part of the ayah is to realize that we must never look 
for the immediate results in anything that we do. Even the Prophet (saw) met with failures. Even 
the Prophet (saw) was rejected by the people. If the Prophet (saw) himself did not find success 
in the dawah immediately then how can we? So we should never be looking for immediate 
success. Rather we have to always remember that our only task in the life of this world is to 
strive to serve Allah (swt). As long as we are striving, as long as we are making the effort, then 
we have already reached our goal. So our goal is not the establishment of the Islamic State or to 
make our non-Muslim neighbor into a Muslim. Although these are tasks that we strive to 
accomplish as part of our servitude to Allah (swt) they are not our final goal. Our final goal is 
only to seek the Pleasure of Allah (swt). So as long as we sincerely working for the sake of Allah 
(swt) then we can have a great hope for that goal. What matters is not the result but what 
matters is the effort. If the very best of creation met with rejection, then how can we always 
expect success? 

In the next part of the ayah Allah (swt) describes the prophets and messengers that these 
people who were before the Prophet (saw) had rejected. Allah (swt) says how these prophets 
and messengers "came with the Clear Signs and Az-Zoboor and the Illuminated Book". 
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The Prophet (saw) may have asked himself (saw) as to how the people could have rejected this 
Message when Allah (swt) has sent this Quran as a proof for it. So here Allah (swt) shows the 
Prophet (saw) how the prophets and messengers who came before him (saw) also came with 
clear evidences and powerful scriptures. Look here at what Allah (swt) describes the previous 
prophets and messengers as coming with. First of all they came with the Clear Signs. These were 
the proofs and evidences with which the people may know that this messenger is indeed from 
Allah (swt). Allah (swt) never tells us to believe based on blind faith but rather every prophet and 
messenger always came with clearest of signs and the most powerful of evidences. Any person 
who had any sincerity in their hearts would have been convinced by these undeniable proofs. A 
people can only be said to have rejected the Message after they have clearly seen and 
understood these Signs. This is why we say that the majority of the people in the world today 
cannot be called kuffar because they have not correctly received this Message. If anything their 
heedlessness to Allah (swt) is the fault of the Muslims for not carrying this Message to them. May 
Allah (swt) forgive us! May Allah (swt) bring back the Islamic State so that this Message can be 
carried to mankind properly! 

Then Allah (swt) describes the prophets and messengers as being sent with Az-Zoboor. 

Allah (swt) Knows best, this probably refers to the scriptures that were given to Dawood (as). 

This prophet is especially relevant for the Jews because he (as) was given so many signs and 
miracles yet they still rejected him (as). Then Allah (swt) mentions "the Illuminated Book". All 
of the Books that Allah (swt) sent were filled with Light. They showed man the correct beliefs to 
have. They showed man the correct way to live. They showed man the actions that he can take 
that would give him peace and tranquility in this world and bliss and joy in the Hereafter. They 
showed man how to organize the affairs of his society so that the needs of all the people were 
taken care of. They removed man from the darkness of oppression and greed and brought him to 
the Light that comes from serving Allah (swt). When a human being lives to please Allah (swt) 
then he will not hoard all the material things of this world. He would never harm any of his fellow 
brothers in humanity. He would go out of his way to share what he has with others. He will 
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always opt to making peace rather than war. He will realize the responsibility that he has to take 
care of his family. Can you imagine the kind of society such human beings can bring about? All 
that we have to do to bring it about it is to return to the purpose for which we were created. All 
that we have to do is live to please Allah (swt). In order to do this we have to follow this Book 
filled with Light. This is what all the prophets and messengers came with. This is what all of the 
prophets and messengers called their people towards. How then can anyone reject such a 
Message? So we see the consolation that Allah (swt) gives for His (swt)'s beloved (saw) in this 
ayah. Allah (swt) shows him (saw) the greatness of the Message that these people have rejected. 
Allah (swt) shows him (saw) how previous prophets and messengers with the same Message 
were rejected. If they reject him (saw) then he (saw) should not feel sad. They are the ones who 
are fools and they will soon see the consequences of what they have done. 
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186. Every soul shall taste death. And you shall only be paid your reward in full on the 
Day of Standing. Then whoever is moved away from the Fire and made to enter the 
Garden has surely attained success. And what is the life of this world except 
deceptive pleasures? 

In this ayah Allah (swt) returns our attention to this battle that we have to fight. This battle 
between Truth and falsehood. This battle between those who live for Allah (swt) and those who 
oppose Him (swt). This battle between those who strive to carry the Message of Allah (swt) to 
mankind and those who seek to destroy it. Allah (swt) shows us here what is one of the key 
differences between the two sides that fight in this battle. One of the key differences between 
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the believers in this Message and the enemies of this Message. This difference determines how 
each side fights in this battle. This difference is how each side perceives death. When the battle 
of Uhud was over, Abu Sufyan who at that time was the leader of the Quraysh, called out to all 
the Muslims and told them that this victory of the Quraysh at Uhud was a repayment for the 
victory of the Muslims at Badr. He told the Muslims that now they were even. At this 'Umar (ra) 
responded by saying that they were not even because the dead among the Quraysh are burning 
in the Fire while the dead among the Muslims are relishing delights in the Garden. 

Allah (swt) says "Every soul shall taste death". Every single soul shall death. This is a 
reality that no one can deny. Even the worst of enemies to this Message will have to admit this 
fact. Everyone has to die. Those who spend their lives in the service of this Message will have to 
die and those who spend their lives trying to oppose this Message will also have to die. Those 
who live their lives worshipping Allah (swt) will have to die and those who spend their lives 
worshipping their desires will also have to die. So how you lived your life will not change the fact 
that you have to die. Similarly the kind of person who you are will not change the fact that you 
have to die. Even the wealthy and the noble have to die just as the poor and the indigent also 
have to die. Everyone has to die. There is nothing that anyone can do to escape this reality. 

Now the difference between the two sides of this battle is how they perceive death. Those 
who live for Allah (swt) always remember death. They know it as the moment in which they will 
return to their Lord. Whereas those who live for themselves forget about death. They never want 
to think about it. They almost convince themselves that death does not exist. They almost 
convince themselves that they are going to live forever. Look then at the difference between 
these two groups. Which of these two groups understands the reality correctly and which one of 
these two groups is living in a delusion? Which one of these two groups will meet their deaths 
with peace and which of one of these two groups will meet their deaths with anxiety and fear? 

So just like Allah (swt) consoled the Prophet (saw) in the previous ayah He (swt) consoles us in 
this ayah. Allah (swt) lets us know that this life is not all that there is to our existence. Very soon 
each and everyone of us will taste death. Then the true believers in this Message will return to 
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Allah (swt) and He (swt) will reward them for their servitude of Him (swt). The rejecters and the 
enemies of this Message will also return to Allah (swt) and He (swt) will deal with them for their 
turning away from Him (swt). 

Then Allah (swt) says "And you shall only be paid your reward in full on the Day of 
Standing". Here Allah (swt) clearly tells us that we should never expect this world as a reward 
for the actions that we do for Him (swt). It is only on the Day of Judgment that we will be fully 
recompensed for all that we do. Although Allah (swt) may give us some of this world if He (swt) 
is pleased with us we still have to remember that this world was never created as a place of 
reward. Rather the true reward is only in the Hereafter. The true reward is on the Day of 
Judgment. That is the Day on which we will be fully recompensed for every single thing that we 
did in this world with a full and complete reward. What is that reward? 

Allah (swt) says "Then whoever is moved away from the Fire and made to enter the 
Garden has surely attained success". This is the reward that we should expect for all that we 
do in the life of this world. We spend our lives in this world serving Allah (swt) and this is the 
reward that we must always be seeking. Is this reward not much better than anything of this 
world? Whatever we get from this world is bound to leave us when we die and death is certain 
for all of us. So why should we seek this world with what we do? Why should we seek that which 
will be destroyed? Why do we not seek the best of rewards in the ultimate of abodes? 

In his tafsir of this ayah Sayyid Qutb tells us the beauty of the language in this ayah. The 
beauty of the imagery that is created. When you read this ayah in the original Arabic, you can 
almost see a person being pulled away from the Fire that is about to consume him. The Fire is 
pulling people towards it and everyone is about to fall into it. Only those whom Allah (swt) is 
pleased with are the ones who are pulled away from it. This is how we must always perceive the 
Fire as well. We must never think that we are so righteous or that we are believers and so the 
Fire will never touch us. We must never have this certainty that we are safe from the Fire only 
because of our beliefs or because of the few righteous actions that we may have done. Rather 
we must always think that the Fire is due upon us because of all of the sins that we have done. 
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We have to always think that it is only by the Mercy of Allah (swt) that any of us could ever be 
saved from the Fire. This Mercy is then what we must strive to attain in the deeds that we do to 
please Allah (swt). 

We must also always realize that to be saved from the Fire and to be allowed to enter the 
Garden is the true success. Flow can anything of this world be considered true success when 
death is a reality of this world? So any victory or any accomplishment of this world is short lived. 
The longest that it will last is the few years that you have remaining in this world. Then you will 
lose that victory or that success just like you have lost everything else in this world. But to be 
saved from the Fire and be allowed to enter the Garden is the true success. It is a success that 
will last forever. It is a victory that you can taste and enjoy forever. Can you even begin to 
understand what this means? If you did then you will realize why it is the real success. 

Finally Allah (swt) ends this ayah by saying "And what is the life of this world except 
deceptive pleasures?". There are many who seek this world through their actions. They work 
hard only to find some success or some wealth in this world. But as Allah (swt) tells us in this 
ayah all that they go after are deceptions. The life of this world is nothing but deceptive 
pleasures. You think that you can find true happiness and contentment in this world but you 
cannot. It is all an illusion. Those who think that they can find contentment in this world at the 
expense of their Flereafter are deluded. What they are chasing is a deception and when the 
reality of death comes to them they will realize it. In reality we can see how foolish such people 
are. Flow can they hope to find pleasure in this world when they are heedless of Allah (swt)? Is 
not the knowledge Allah (swt) the greatest of pleasures? Flow can any pleasure compare to this? 
Any ephemeral enjoyment in the life of this world when compared to Allah (swt) is only an 
illusion. May Allah (swt) save us from such deception! May Allah (swt) allow us to see the world 
for what it is! May Allah (swt) allow us to set our sights on Him (swt) and journey towards Him 
(swt) in everything that we do! 
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187. You shall surely be tested in your wealth and in your selves and you shall surely 
hear many hurtful words from those who were given the Book before you and from 
those who make shirk, but if you have Sabr and if you have Taqwa, then surely this is 
from the great matters. 

In this ayah Allah (swt) reminds us once again of what we have to be willing to go through if 
we are among those who accept this mission of carrying His (swt)'s Message to mankind. This 
dawah is by no means easy. Allah (swt) created us and created this world for a test. The ones 
who do the best on this test will be ones who get the greatest of rewards. But in order to get the 
greatest of rewards you have to go through the most severe form of this test and that is the 
carrying the Message of Allah (swt) to mankind. There is no task that is harder than carrying this 
dawah. It is the task of the prophets and the messengers and those closest to Allah (swt). So if 
we are among those who take up this mission then Allah (swt) reminds us once again as to what 
we have to expect. 

Allah (swt) says "You shall surely be tested in your wealth and in your selves". If you 

are working in this dawah then you should be willing to suffer loss of your wealth and harm of 
your own self. This is part of the test that Allah (swt) has given you. Allah (swt) in His (swt)'s 
Mercy is warning you beforehand that you should be expecting this. When it comes to your 
wealth you should first of all be willing to make great financial sacrifices for the sake of the 
dawah. How much did the Sahabah and the early Muslims spend from their money and property 
in the Way of Allah (swt)? They worked hard for their money just like you did. They had families 
to support just like you do. Shaitan threatened them with poverty just like he threatens you. But 
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still this did not stop them from spending in the Way of Allah (swt). Their wealth was first and 
foremost for the dawah. So a true Muslim can never be someone whose heart is attached to 
money and wealth. He has to always remember that his wealth really belongs to Allah (swt) and 
so he should be willing to give up any amount of it only to please Him (swt). 

Another way in which you will be tested through your wealth is that you must be willing to 
sacrifice the time which you can use to gain wealth in the Way of Allah (swt). Not only do we 
have to give our money in the Way of Allah (swt) but we must also give up our time as well. 

Time is money, you can always use the time that you have to make more money. But when you 
work in this dawah you have to be willing to give up your time for the sake of Allah (swt). You 
must spend the time in which you could be making money in order to learn the Din and to teach 
it to others. Now we are not saying that you should not work at all. If you have a family to 
support then it is your responsibility to work and support them. But at the same time you cannot 
be among those who dedicate all of their time to making money. You must sacrifice a good 
portion of your time for the sake of Allah (swt). Your willingness to do this is part of the test that 
Allah (swt) has given you in this world and He (swt) is telling you in this ayah that you will be 
tested in this way. May Allah (swt) give us the enabling grace to give more and more of the 
hours in our days for Him (swt)! 

Not only will we be tested in our wealth but we will also be tested in our selves. Not only will 
we need to give up our money and our property for the sake of this dawah but we must also be 
willing to give up our lives. We must be among those who dedicate their whole lives for the Din. 
To study this Din and to help revive the Ummah through our efforts should be our life's work. 
That should be our profession. That should be what we do. Just like the Prophet (saw) we must 
live only to call the people to Allah (swt). Are you willing to do this? Can you give your whole life 
for the sake of Allah (swt)? This is part of the test that Allah (swt) has given you and He (swt) is 
reminding you in this ayah that you will be tested in this way. May Allah (swt) make us among 
those who give their whole lives for Him (swt) just like our beloved (saw) did! 
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Allah (swt) then says "and you shall surely hear many hurtful words from those who 
were given the Book before you and from those who make shirk". Here Allah (swt) tells 
us about another challenge that we must be willing to face. Not only do we ourselves have to 
work hard in this dawah. Not only do we ourselves have to strive against Shaitan and strive hard 
against our own greed and our own lusts and our own laziness and our own pride but we have 
yet another obstacle, yet another enemy. There are many who do not want to see Allah (swt)'s 
Message reach mankind. There are many who do not want to see the Allah (swt)'s Law 
established in the land. These enemies of Allah (swt) will do all that they can to stop those who 
sincerely work for Allah (swt). They will speak lies against us. They will call us "terrorists" and 
"extremists". They will say that we want to establish a State of terror and oppression where all 
non-Muslims are subjugated and all Muslims are oppressed. They will make us into those who 
want to cause pain and suffering for mankind when the exact opposite of this is what is true. We 
only want the best for mankind. In the life of this world we want to give them the peace and 
justice that comes from this Din and in the Hereafter we want them to be saved from the Fire 
and admitted into the Garden. But most of all we want them to know Allah (swt). We want them 
to have the peace and tranquility that comes in the heart from knowing Allah (swt). A great 
scholar once said that if the kings knew what we had then they would try to take it from us with 
all of their armies. This is the peace in the heart that comes from knowing Allah (swt). Our hearts 
were created for Allah (swt) and to be denied Him (swt) is the greatest of pain for these hearts. 
So we want all mankind to have this peace, to know Allah (swt). Who has ever wanted anything 
better for a people than this? Even their own parents did not want this much for them but we do. 
We are willing to give up our lives in this world to see that they get this. But this fact still will not 
stop many of them from speaking these hurtful words against us. It will not stop them for 
speaking these lies and fabrications about us. There are people in this world who are just evil. 
They have turned away from Allah (swt) because of their pride and arrogance. They will stop at 
nothing in opposing those who call to Allah (swt). Allah (swt) tells us in this part of the ayah to 
expect such from them. 


342 



If you are hurt by what they say then remind yourself that your Prophet (saw) also had to go 
through the same. The enemies of this Message dared to speak even against him (saw). They 
knew what a perfect human being he (saw) was and still they spoke against him (saw). He (saw) 
was the very best of the creation of Allah (swt). He (saw) was the finest human to ever walk on 
the face of this earth. He (saw) was the perfect example of a soul that lived only to please Allah 
(swt). He (saw) was sent by Allah (swt) as the role model for all of mankind to follow and 
imitate. He (saw) was all of this and they still spoke against him (saw). The narrations tell us of 
the enemy of Allah (swt) named Kab bin Ashraff who used to compose poetry where he would 
curse the Prophet (saw) and speak much ill of him (saw). Now if these enemies of Allah (swt) are 
so evil that they would speak such words against the Messenger of Allah (swt), the very best of 
creation, then how can you be surprised when they speak such words about you? So you must 
not be upset at what they say but rather you must bear patiently all that they say just like your 
beloved (saw) did. May Allah (swt) raise him (saw) to highest stations in Paradise and may Allah 
(swt) plunge his (saw)'s enemies into the lowest pits of Hell! 

Finally Allah (swt) says in this ayah "but if you have Sabr and if you have Taqwa, then 
surely this is from the great matters". Now we know the great challenges that are facing us. 
Now we know the huge obstacles that we have to overcome. Is there any way that we can do 
this? Is there any way that we can accomplish this mission that Allah (swt) has given us? Yes. 

But it will only be possible if we have Sabr and Taqwa. If we can have Sabr and Taqwa then it is 
possible. But is it easy to have Sabr and Taqwa? Can just anyone do it? No. Allah (swt) says in 
this ayah about having Sabr and Taqwa that it is "surely this is from the great matters". It is 
by no means easy. It is from the great matters of this universe. Can you imagine how difficult 
something would be when Allah (swt) Himself calls it a "great matter"? The creation of the 
heavens and the earth is a great matter for Allah (swt). The revelation of this Quran is a great 
matter for Allah (swt). The resurrection and judgment of all mankind on the Last Day is a great 
matter for Allah (swt). Similarly the Sabr and Taqwa that you have for the sake of Allah (swt) is 
also a great matter for Him (swt). It is great in the amount of effort that is required on your part 
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but it is also great in the reward that Allah (swt) will give you for it. So do not ever think that you 
cannot do it. You can do it if only you would make the effort to do it. Allah (swt) has told you to 
do it and we know that He (swt) will not burden any soul more than it can bear. May Allah (swt) 
help us for we cannot do it without Him (swt)! If Allah (swt) were to help us and if He (swt) were 
to be with us then who can harm us after that? 

Sayyid Qutb tells us in his tafsir of this ayah that the establishment of the Law of Allah (swt) 
in the land is a task that requires struggle and sacrifice such as this. Since the beginning every 
time that the true believers have worked in this dawah they had been required to go through 
trials such as these. Such is the Way of Allah (swt). Although it is difficult for those believers who 
are working in this dawah, there are many benefits to these trials. First it ensures that the people 
to whom Allah (swt) finally does give victory and power to are a people who will not misuse that 
power. They will not be corrupted by their power. We can see examples of this from history as 
well. The early Muslim rulers of the Islamic State ruled with justice, they did not exploit or 
oppress their people. They knew the responsibility that was on their necks and they knew how 
much they had struggled to establish the Islamic State. So they were not corrupted by their 
power, but rather they were humble before Allah (swt). They remembered how weak they used 
to be and they remembered how it was Allah (swt) Who had given them power. Another 
advantage of going through such trials is that it helps us to strengthen our Iman. Our Iman 
becomes stronger with each trial that we go through. As long as we are able to endure a trial 
and maintain Sabr and Taqwa through it, the result is that we will come out of that trial as 
stronger believers. Insha Allah this will help us to ensure that our Iman will remain with us until 
the moment that our deaths come. What could be more important than this? What could be 
more important than keeping our Iman till our deaths? Know that the only difference between 
eternity in the Fire and eternity in the Garden is this Iman. Do you not then want to do 
everything that you can to leave this world with Iman in your heart? But perhaps the best of 
rewards that come with such trials is the Pleasure of Allah (swt) that we can gain through our 
patience. We know that Allah (swt) loves those who have Sabr and that He (swt) will reward 
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Sabr without limit. So we have to always remember that Islam will never be established unless 
we are willing to go through these trials. But as we go through these trials we have to remember 
that Allah (swt) is preparing us and we have to remember that our Iman is becoming stronger 
and most importantly we have to remember that we are earning the Pleasure of Allah (swt) 
through our Sabr. Insha Allah this will make the trial easier to endure. 
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188. And when Allah took a promise from the ones who were given the Book that you 
will make it clear for the people and that you will not hide it, but they threw it behind 
their backs and traded it away for a small price, so evil is the trade that they make. 

In the previous ayah Allah (swt) reminded us of this great mission that He (swt) has given 
us. The mission to establish His (swt)'s Law on the earth and to carry His (swt)'s Message to 
mankind. Allah (swt) reminded us of what we have to endure and what we have to sacrifice if we 
are among those who walk on this path. In this ayah Allah (swt) continues to show us how 
difficult this task will be. Allah (swt) tells us about those in the past who were offered this 
responsibility before we were. He (swt) shows us what their response was when they were told 
to carry out this mission. He (swt) shows us how they turned away from this responsibility. How 
they failed in this mission that they had been given. Insha Allah we have to learn from their 
mistakes and do all that we can to prevent ourselves from ever becoming like them. Because 
even in this ayah we are reminded of the terrible consequences of the choice that they made. 
They were given the greatest of trusts but they failed to realize the magnitude of it. 
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Allah (swt) says In this ayah "And when Allah took a promise from the ones who were 
given the Book that you will make it clear for the people and that you will not hide it". 

There were people before us to whom Allah (swt) gave His (swt)'s Book and told them to carry it 
to mankind. Not only did Allah (swt) tell them to carry this Message to mankind but as we see 
from this ayah He (swt) took a promise from them that they would carry it to mankind. They 
were told to make the Book clear for the people and to explain to them exactly what their 
Creator and Sustainer expects of them. They were also told that they should not hide anything 
from it. This was the promise that Allah (swt) took from those who were charged with this 
mission before us. But what did they do with this promise? 

Allah (swt) tells us how "they threw it behind their backs and traded it away for a 
small price". This is what they did with the promise that they took from Allah (swt). They had a 
responsibility to carry this Message to mankind but they turned away from this duty. When Allah 
(swt) tells us that they threw this promise behind their backs it means that they did not care for 
it whatsoever. They had a promise on their necks from the Lord and Master of the universe and 
they did not care for it at all. How evil are a people who would neglect a promise that they have 
from Allah (swt) Himself? Not only did they neglect this promise but they also gave it away for a 
small price. What is this price? It is the trifling pleasures of this world. They gave up on this 
dawah only so that they can chase after the pleasures of this world. May Allah (swt) save us from 
ever becoming like them! 

Finally Allah (swt) ends this ayah by saying "so evil is the trade that they make". Can 
you even begin to imagine how evil is this trade that they have made? What have they given 
away and what have they gotten? They have given away the Pleasure of Allah (swt) and they 
have gotten Wrath of Allah (swt). They have given away peace and tranquility in the life of this 
world and they have gotten anxiety and fear. They have given away the Garden and gotten the 
Fire. They have given away nearness to Allah (swt) and gotten distance from Him (swt). So how 
evil is the trade that they have made. What is truly surprising is that they themselves knew the 
consequences of what they were doing. It is not like they were an ignorant people. They had the 


346 



knowledge of the Book which Allah (swt) had given them. So they were fully aware that what 
they were doing was taking them further away from Allah (swt). They knew it and they still did it. 
They knew it and they still chose to go away from Allah (swt). How evil then are such a people? 
How evil are a people who would have this Light and then walk away from it? How evil are a 
people who would deny this Light from the rest of mankind? How evil are a people who would 
take mankind away from Allah (swt)? How evil are a people who would give up dawah and jihad 
only for the sake of this world? How then can you ever think that the Fire is too severe a 
punishment for such people? May Allah (swt) save us from ever becoming like them! 

So we all have to realize what a great responsibility this is on our necks. It is the greatest of 
missions but it also demands the greatest of efforts and the greatest of sacrifices. You will have 
to give up much of what you love if you are among those who work in this dawah. But you 
should also remember that you get the greatest of rewards. The Pleasure of Allah (swt). What 
could be better than that? Today you are the one who has this Book. Today you are the one who 
has the Quran and the correct understanding of the Quran. So the mission which Allah (swt) 
speaks of in this ayah is your mission. You have to make the Book clear for the people and you 
cannot hide any part of it. This means that you have to teach the Quran to the people. You have 
to spend more and more of your time learning knowledge of this Din and teaching to others the 
knowledge that you are certain of. You also have to bear patiently all that the people may say 
about you and all that they may do to you. Always remember how in everything that befalls you, 
you are being tested. You also have to be careful that you do not allow Shaitan to do to you 
what he did to those before you. To turn away from this path to chase after the life of this world. 
Many are the ways in which he can take us away from this path! Only Allah (swt) can save us! 
May Allah (swt) help us to realize the responsibility that we have as keepers of this Book! May 
Allah (swt) allow us to do the best that we can to carry its Message to mankind! 
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189. Think not that those who exult in what they have done and (those who) love to 
be praised for what they did not do, do not think that they are safe from the 
punishment. And for them is a painful punishment. 

As Allah (swt) concludes this Surah He (swt) continues to tell us about this conflict between 
Truth and falsehood. This conflict between Iman and kufr. This conflict between those who work 
to carry Allah (swt)'s Message and those who oppose it. This conflict between those who submit 
to the absolute Oneness of Allah (swt) and those who associate partners with Him (swt). In this 
ayah Allah (swt) continues to describe for us those who turn away from Him (swt). We have to 
study these ayahs very carefully so that we do not end up becoming like these people. We are 
always asking Allah (swt) to guide us to the path of those whom He (swt) is pleased with and to 
keep us away from the path of those whom He (swt) is displeased with. In this ayah Allah (swt) 
tells us about those whom He (swt) is displeased with so we can learn not to be like them. 

Allah (swt) says in this ayah "Think not that those who exult in what they have done 
and (those who) love to be praised for what they did not do, do not think that they 
are safe from the punishment". Here Allah (swt) is speaking about those people who love to 
show off. These are the ones who love to be praised for all that they do. They are always seeking 
praise from the people in everything that they do. These are a people who are in love with 
themselves. They think of themselves as the most important person in the world. They do not 
realize that they were created only to be slaves of Allah (swt). They forgot that Allah (swt) loves 
humility. They forget that the only One truly deserving of pride and praise is Allah (swt). Rather 
they live only to be praised by others and to satisfy their ego. They always seek praise from 
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others in everything that they do. As we see from this ayah they loved to be praised for what 
they do and even for what they did not do. Even when they did not do anything they still loved to 
be praised for it. This is how corrupted and sick these people are. All that they care about is 
being admired by the people. They even love to be admired for what they did not do. 

The narrations tell us that this ayah was revealed about some hypocrites who would make 
excuses to the Prophet (saw) when he (saw) called them to come out for jihad. They would 
make excuses and stay at home with the women and children while the Prophet (saw) and the 
sincere believers went out and fought in the Way of Allah (swt). The believers would be striving 
and struggling in the Way of Allah (swt) while these hypocrites would be relaxing in their houses 
and enjoying themselves with their women and their food. Then however when the Muslims 
came back from their military expedition, they would rush to put themselves alongside the 
Muslim soldiers. They would pretend as if they had gone out with the Prophet (saw) and the 
sincere believers. They would seek praise from the people and say that they are from the Muslim 
fighters. Even though they did not do anything, even though they hid at home when the call for 
jihad was sounded, they would still seek praise from the people. Furthermore when they are 
alone amongst themselves they would boast to each other about how they had tricked the 
Prophet (saw) and the Muslims. They would gloat over how they had fooled the Prophet (saw) 
into escaping the responsibility of going out in jihad. See now how evil is their thinking and how 
evil is their behavior. See how they behave towards a man who they know has been sent to them 
by their Creator and Sustainer. How could they have forgotten their place in the universe? How 
could they ignore the fact that they were only created to be the abject and humble slaves of 
Allah (swt)? How could they show such insolence before the Lord and Master of the universe? Do 
they think for even a moment that Allah (swt) is pleased with this kind of behavior from them? 

Do they think that they can hide their evil from Allah (swt) like they think they hid it from the 
Prophet (saw) and the believers? Do they know the kind of pain that Allah (swt) can cause them? 
Don't they realize that they will one Day soon return to Him (swt)? These are the hypocrites. 

They say that they are Muslims but they forget Allah (swt) and they seek after this world. 
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So we see in this ayah how Allah (swt) commands the Prophet (saw) and the believers to 
never think that these people are safe from the punishment of Allah (swt). Notice in the ayah 
how Allah (swt) twice repeats the command for us to never think that these people are safe from 
Him (swt). This is to emphasize that we can never ever think for even a moment that these 
people can escape Allah (swt). These people will never escape Allah (swt)! Allah (swt) will take 
them to task for the lies that they spoke. He (swt) will take them to task for the duties that they 
neglected, and most importantly He (swt) will take them to task for thinking that they are 
something more than the slave that He (swt) created them to be. What is it then that Allah (swt) 
has prepared for them? 

Allah (swt) says "And for them is a painful punishment". This is what they have gotten 
for themselves because of their pride. This is what they have gotten for themselves for thinking 
that they were the best human to ever walk on the face of the earth. This is what they have 
gotten for themselves for even thinking that they were better than another Muslim. A painful 
punishment. When Allah (swt) describes a punishment as painful then how painful do you think 
that punishment will be? We have all felt pain in the life of this world, but we should realize that 
pain in this world is nothing like pain in the Hereafter. The pain in the Hereafter is the real pain. 
As hard as you try to imagine, it is much worse. So we should do all that we can to save 
ourselves from this punishment. We have to do all that we can to save ourselves from becoming 
like these people. May Allah (swt) give us the enabling grace because we cannot do it without 
Him (swt)! 

One lesson that we can take from this ayah is that we must always be striving to cleanse our 
hearts of all feelings of pride and arrogance. Pride and arrogance was the sin of Shaitan and this 
is one of the main ways in which he will try to take us away from Allah (swt). So we must fight 
him with every ounce of strength that we have. Whenever any feelings of pride or arrogance 
come into our hearts we have to remember our place in the creation. We have to remember that 
Allah (swt) created us from dirt and then from a sperm drop. We have to remember that we are 
nothing but a container for foul smelling things. We have to remember that all of the pride and 
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glory belongs to Allah (swt). Who are you when compared to your Lord and Master? Think about 
Who He (swt) IS and think about who you are and then ask yourself where you have any room 
for any pride in your heart. Know that it is only in nearness to Allah (swt) that one human being 
is better than another and you do not know what is someone's station with Him (swt). So that 
person whom you are looking down upon may actually be closer to Allah (swt) than you, or else 
one day they will be. How then can you think yourself to be better than them? May Allah (swt) 
help us to realize this fact! May Allah (swt) save us from the pride in our hearts! 
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190. And to Allah belongs the Kingdom of the heavens and the earth, and Allah has 
Power over all things. 

In the previous ayah we learned that we should not show off in the good works that we have 
done and that we should strive to clean our hearts of all traces of pride and arrogance. We saw 
how having pride and arrogance was an action that was displeasing to Allah (swt). It is only 
those who are heedless of Allah (swt) who have any pride. Those who know Allah (swt) know 
that He (swt) is the Only One Who is truly deserving of all Pride and Glory. In this ayah Allah 
(swt) reminds us once again Who He (swt) IS. Allah (swt) shows us why it is He (swt) Who 
should have all of the Pride and Glory. When we come to realize that this is Who Allah (swt) IS 
then we realize how we have no reason whatsoever to be arrogant. 

Allah (swt) says in this ayah "And to Allah belongs the Kingdom of the heavens and 
the earth". This is Who Allah (swt) IS. The Owner of the Kingdom of the heavens and the earth. 
What is the Kingdom of the heavens and the earth? It is the entire universe. It is the entire earth 
and all of the seven heavens above it. All of this is the Kingdom of Allah (swt) and He (swt) is the 
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complete King over it. A King with complete authority to do in this kingdom whatsoever He (swt) 
pleases. Everything in this universe is a complete and abject slave of Him (swt) and they are all 
eternally in need of Him (swt). This is Who Allah (swt) IS. This is Who your Lord is. Who are you 
then? Are you even the master of your own home? Is there anyone under your dominion? Who is 
there who always listens to what you say? What right then do you have to any arrogance or 
pride? 

Allah (swt) then says "and Allah has Power over all things". Not only is Allah (swt) the 
complete Lord and Master over the entire universe but He (swt) also has the Power to do all 
things. He (swt) has Power over every single thing. Allah (swt) can do whatsoever He (swt) 
pleases and such would require no effort from Him (swt) at all. In your case you have to make 
an effort even to drink a cup of water. Are you then like Him (swt)? Can you do anything that 
you want? Is everything under your power? You cannot even stop yourself from having to use 
the toilet. This is how weak a creature you are. Where then do you have any room for pride and 
arrogance when you see how weak you are and you realize that you have One Who has Power 
over all things as your Lord and Master? How then can you say that you believe in Allah (swt) as 
He (swt) has described Himself in the Quran and then still have room in your heart for pride and 
arrogance? When Allah (swt) is the Lord and Master of this entire universe and He (swt) has 
Power over all thing then who are you? Whenever feelings of pride and arrogance try to come 
into your heart you have to say to yourself "Who am I to feel arrogant and think that I am better 
than others when I have Allah (swt) as my Lord and Master. How can even an iota of pride and 
glory come to me when it should all be for Him (swt)?" This is the thinking that we must have if 
we are to save ourselves from our pride. May Allah (swt) give us the enabling grace to save 
ourselves from pride and arrogance! 

But does this mean that you should be completely debased and humiliated? Does this mean 
that you should not have any self-esteem whatsoever? No rather you should be proud of the fact 
that you are the servant of Allah (swt). As long as you are sincerely trying your best to fulfill the 
purpose for which your Creator created you then you should be proud of that fact. You do not 
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see yourself as better than others but you are proud of the fact that you serve Allah (swt).You 
should feel proud of the fact that you live to serve so Awesome a Being, that so Glorious a Being 
is your Lord and Master. So your only pride must come from being the slave of Allah (swt). May 
Allah (swt) allow us to reach this ideal! May Allah (swt) allow us to live only for Him (swt) and 
not for ourselves! 




191. Surely in the creation of the heavens and the earth and in the alternation of the 
night and day there are signs for a people who reflect. 

In this ayah Allah (swt) reminds us of the nature of this conflict between Truth and 
falsehood. The nature of this conflict between those who stand for the Oneness of Allah (swt) 
and those who seek to associate partners with Him (swt). Some people may question as to why 
such a conflict should even exist. They may ask that should people not be free to worship other 
gods besides Allah (swt). Should people not be free to serve other masters besides Allah (swt)? 
Should people not be free to legislate laws instead of giving sovereignty to Allah (swt)? Where is 
the evidence for the absolute Oneness of Allah (swt)? Where is the evidence that such a conflict 
should even exist? Allah (swt) responds to such doubts in this ayah. Allah (swt) shows us how 
His (swt) Absolute Sovereignty of this universe is the most ultimate of Truths, and as long as 
there are those who would oppose this Truth then there must be those who will stand up for it. 

Allah (swt) says in this ayah "Surely in the creation of the heavens and the earth and 
in the alternation of the night and day there are signs for a people who reflect". In this 
entire universe there are signs for Allah (swt). Every single thing in this universe is a sign for 
Allah (swt). The creation of the heavens and the earth is the universe and this universe is filled 
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with signs for Allah (swt). We cannot see Allah (swt) openly but everything in this universe is a 
sign for Him (swt). Every single thing in this universe clearly demonstrates that it has a Creator. 
Look at the world all around you. Do you find anything that could be the Creator or is everything 
that you see a creation? A thing has to be the Creator or it has to be creation. Do you find 
anything that could be the Creator? Do you find anything that has the power to create from 
nothing? No you do not, so everything that you see has to be a creation. Now a creation cannot 
come into existence on its own so it must have a Creator. If the Creator is not in this world that 
we know then He (swt) is beyond this world. He (swt) is beyond this world and this world is a 
creation of His (swt). So everything in this universe is a sign for Allah (swt) simply by the fact 
that it has the attributes of the creation and not the Creator. This is a reality that can be 
observed by anyone who looks to it and thinks about it for only a moment. 

Not only is the fact that everything is created a sign for Allah (swt) but the fact that 
everything is being controlled is also a sign for Him (swt). Things in this universe do not happen 
haphazardly. There is no chaos or disorder to this universe. Rather everything is controlled and 
organized in a very meticulous way. Even the scientists of the West finally admit this fact. The 
more that the scientists learn of this universe the more that they can see the systems and the 
patterns in it. Even where they thought that there used to be chaos they can now see order. 
There are patterns and systems that exist throughout this universe. These patterns and systems 
clearly show that this universe is being controlled by a Power outside of itself. 

In this ayah Allah (swt) brings our attention to one of these patterns that everyone can 
observe and that is the alternation of night and day. Day follows night. Night follows day. Day 
follows night. This is a pattern that has existed since the beginning of time. This is a system that 
is precisely accurate and never breaks. It is so precise that we as human beings set our clocks to 
it and we run our lives by it. How could such a perfect system exist without Allah (swt)? Can a 
universe that was created out of a big bang have such an orderly system? Look even at your own 
body. How many are the chemicals and the fluids in your body that must be in perfect harmony 
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for you to even live? Who is maintaining such a balance? Are you doing it? So the fact that 
everything is controlled and ordered in such perfect systems is also a sign for Allah (swt). 

Sayyid Qutb tells us in his tafsir of this ayah that in order for us to fully appreciate these 
signs we have to remove this familiarity that we have with them. We have become all too familiar 
with the way that the universe works, we have become used to it. We take it for granted that the 
day follows the night and that the night follows the day. We do not stop to ask ourselves as to 
how this could be happening. We do not stop to marvel at the wonder of it. So now we need to 
look at the universe as a newborn child would. We must remove this familiarity that we have 
about the way in which it works. If we can do that then Insha Allah we will look at this universe 
and we will realize how it is only Allah (swt) Who could have created such a universe and it is 
only Allah (swt) Who could be controlling it. 

Sayyid Qutb also asks to note that the fact that the universe is so ordered and controlled 
shows us that there must be justice in this universe. This universe was built upon justice. Now 
man is the greatest of the creation of Allah (swt), he is the representative of Allah (swt) on this 
earth. So is it fair that the universe is built upon justice but man does not always receive justice? 
Why is it that in the life of this world man is so often deprived of the justice that he deserves? 
Many people do much good and the good that they do is unrewarded and many people do much 
evil and the evil that they do is unpunished. Is this fair? Where is the justice of the universe for 
man? So the fact that this universe was built upon justice shows that there must be justice for 
man. If man does not get this justice in the life of this world then he must get it in the Hereafter. 
So the order of this universe is not only a proof for Allah (swt) but it is also a proof for the Day of 
Judgment. A Day in which complete justice will be done for every single human soul. What 
excuse then can you give to Allah (swt) if you return to Him (swt) on that Day while being 
heedless of Him (swt) and heedless of that meeting? Is not the greatest of crimes to turn away 
from Allah (swt)? Of all the duties and responsibilities that you could neglect is not the greatest 
one your duty to worship and serve Him (swt)? So realize the justice in the universe and then 
realize your part in it. 
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Thus these are the signs in the universe that show us the Truth of Allah (swt) and also the 
Truth of everything that He (swt) has told us about in His (swt)'s Book. But is it anyone who can 
perceive these signs? Is it everyone who observes these signs and realizes Allah (swt) through 
them? No, there are only a certain people who can see these signs. As Allah (swt) tells us in the 
ayah these are the "people who reflect". Only the people who think about these signs will 
realize them. You have to ponder and reflect over these signs in order for them to lead you to 
Allah (swt). Those people who do not even take the time to think about the creation of this 
universe or to think about the alternation of night and day will never discover Allah (swt) through 
these signs. So although these signs are in the universe for everyone to see, only the people who 
choose to look at them and who choose to reflect on them will realize Allah (swt) through them. 
Those who are too busy chasing after the pleasures and riches of this world or those who think 
that they too proud to submit to Allah (swt) will never discover Him (swt) through these signs. 
These signs are only for the humble. They are only for the sincere. They are only for those who 
reflect. These are the ones who will discover Allah (swt) through the signs in the universe. May 
Allah (swt) make us among those! 

Now what do these signs reveal to us about Allah (swt)? Do they show Allah (swt) to us 
simply as the Creator Who created everything and then left everything to be? Did Allah (swt) 
create man and then just let him be to live however he pleased? Is this how these signs show 
Allah (swt) to be? Is this how Allah (swt) has described Himself in the Quran? No! Rather as the 
universe shows us not only is Allah (swt) the Creator but He (swt) is also the Controller and the 
Sustainer. He (swt) is maintaining the existence of this universe at every second. He (swt) is 
sustaining us and everything around us for every moment. What then should be our relationship 
with Him (swt)? Should we know Him (swt) simply as the god who made us and then let us be or 
should we know Him (swt) as the Lord and Master Who we must submit to completely and serve 
at every moment? This is Who Allah (swt) IS. He (swt) has done everything for us so He (swt) 
deserves that we do everything for Him (swt). Every single thing that we do must only be to 
please Him (swt). From our families to our personal lives to our worship to our trade to our social 
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gatherings to our government. Everything must submit to Allah (swt). This is Tawhid. This is the 
natural order of the universe. This is the Truth that we have to strive to uphold. There are many 
in this world who will oppose this Truth. There are many who would rather serve themselves 
than serve Allah (swt). Not only would they serve themselves instead of serving Allah (swt) but 
they also want the people to serve them rather than to serve Allah (swt). Such is how arrogant 
and evil a people they are. Because of this they will try to prevent the Message of Allah (swt) 
from reaching the people. They will prevent the Law of Allah (swt) from being established in the 
land. Even though everything in the universe testifies to the absolute Oneness and absolute 
Sovereignty of Allah (swt) they will still oppose this Truth. They will oppose this Truth only 
because of their pride and their desires. These then are the people whom we must oppose. This 
is the battle that Allah (swt) tells us about in this Surah. A battle between those who live for Allah 
(swt) and those who live for other than Him (swt). Sometimes this is a battle of ideas and 
sometimes it is a battle of swords. But if you say that you are a Muslim then it is an obligation 
upon you to take up this battle. This is what it means to be in the Ummah of the Prophet (saw) 
because this is what he (saw) strove for. Similarly we have to strive to see that the sovereignty is 
returned to Allah (swt) and to see that the Message of Allah (swt) clearly reaches all of the 
people. We have to strive to see that there exists on the earth only what is pleasing to Allah 
(swt) and that the people only live to please Him (swt). This is the battle that Allah (swt) has 
chosen for us to fight. Everything in the universe is a Testification to our cause. May Allah (swt) 
give us the enabling grace! We know that we are striving for the Truth but we cannot do it 
without Him (swt)! 
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192. The ones who remember Allah standing, sitting and (lying) on their sides, and 
they ponder over the creation of the heavens and the earth, (saying) "Our Lord, You 
have not created all of this in vain. Subahanaka. So save us from the punishment of 
the Fire". 

In the previous ayah Allah (swt) told us about the signs all over the universe that testify to 
His (swt)'s Existence, His (swt)'s Oneness and His (swt)'s complete Sovereignty and Dominion 
over this universe. However Allah (swt) also told us that it is only those who ponder and reflect 
on these signs who will benefit from them. In this ayah Allah (swt) continues to tell us about 
such people. These are the people whom we should strive to imitate in our behavior and in our 
thinking because these are the people whom Allah (swt) is pleased with. 

Allah (swt) begins the description of such people by telling us how they are "the ones who 
remember Allah standing, sitting and (lying) on their sides". This means that they 
remember Allah (swt) all of the time. Hardly does a moment pass by except that they remember 
Allah (swt) in that moment. These are people who have dedicated themselves to Allah (swt) so 
everything that they do is for Him (swt) and He (swt) is on their mind all of the time. Wherever 
they are and whatever they are doing they always remember their Lord and Master. 

So if we want Allah (swt) to be pleased with us then we also must always be striving to 
remember Him (swt). Allah (swt) created us to know Him (swt), to remember Him (swt) and to 
be grateful to Him (swt). So just the act of our bringing Allah (swt) to our minds and thinking 
about Him (swt) is an act that is most pleasing to Him (swt). It does not require much effort and 
we can do it at anytime yet it is an action that is most pleasing to our Lord. So you do not need 
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to wait until the time for Salah comes in order to remember Allah (swt) but you can remember 
Him (swt) at any time. Indeed some of us are heedless of Allah (swt) even in our Salah while 
others of us remember Him (swt) even in the most mundane of actions that we do. We should 
strive to be among the later of these groups. It is not hard. Just think about Allah (swt). Think 
about how Perfect and Majestic and Glorious He (swt) IS. Think about all that He (swt) has done 
for you. Think about how you will one Day very soon return to Him (swt). When you think about 
Allah (swt) in this way then Insha Allah you will be like these whom Allah (swt) describes in this 
ayah. The ones whom He (swt) is pleased with. 

Then Allah (swt) describes these people whom He (swt) is pleased with by telling us how 
they "ponder over the creation of the heavens and the earth". The Arabic word tafkeer 
that Allah (swt) uses here means to think deeply and ponder. So not only do these people notice 
the marvelous creation of Allah (swt) but they reflect on it and they ponder over it. They use the 
greatest gift that Allah (swt) has given mankind to draw closer to Him (swt) with it. How else is 
man elevated over the rest of creation except through his mind? What is the only difference 
between us and the animals except our capacity to think deeply and reason? Now these people 
whom Allah (swt) is pleased with use their minds to think deeply about the creation of this 
universe, and through this contemplation they arrive at the Reality of Allah (swt). How many 
people today use their minds for this purpose? How many today people waste their minds 
completely? They either do not think at all or they only use their minds to think about this world. 
But those whom Allah (swt) is pleased with use their minds to find Him (swt) through His (swt)'s 
creation and they draw closer to Him (swt) by reflecting on His (swt)'s Majesty and His (swt) 
Mercy that is apparent in this creation. Not only is the creation a way in which we can discover 
Allah (swt) but we can also draw closer to Him (swt) through it. All of His Perfect Names are in 
the universe all around us. Do you not see the Mercy of Allah (swt) in the love that a mother has 
for her child? Do you not see the Majesty of Allah (swt) in wide open sky above you? Do you not 
see the Wisdom of Allah (swt) in our own bodies and how they function? So we also must always 
be looking at the universe around us and always be remembering how such a marvelous creation 
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could only have come about from Allah (swt). No other being except One as Perfect and Glorious 
as Allah (swt) could have created so wonderful a creation. Insha Allah once we remind ourselves 
of this fact then we must be looking for the Perfect Names of Allah (swt) in this universe. 

Now when these people see such a wonderful universe all around them what then is their 
response to such wonder? Allah (swt) tells us how they say "You have not created all of this 
in vain". They address Allah (swt) and this is what they cry out to Him (swt) when they see this 
wonderful creation around them. Notice that even the words "they say" is missing from the 
ayah. This is because these words that they speak here are an immediate response to the 
wonder that they see in this universe. They see this magnificent universe and then immediately 
they say these words. When you are a sincere servant of Allah (swt) how else can you respond 
to such a universe? All that you can say to your Lord is how you recognize that He (swt) did not 
create all of this in vain. You recognize how He (swt) did not create all of this without a purpose. 

One lesson that we can take from this part of the ayah is to see how there is a definite 
purpose behind the creation of the universe. Do you think that Allah (swt) created so wonderful a 
creation only in jest? Only for a joke? Do you think that you were created and placed on this 
earth only so that you can waste away you existence in frivolities? Is that the meaning of our 
life? Is that the purpose of this universe? No, as we see in the words of those whom Allah (swt) 
is pleased with this universe was not created in vain. There is a definite purpose to the creation 
of this universe. Far greater than most people realize. This purpose is so that man can be tested. 
Allah (swt) placed man in this world in order to test him. The test is to see how well man submits 
to Allah (swt) and how well he obeys Him (swt). Based on this test man will either know an 
eternity of peace and happiness or an eternity of pain and suffering. May Allah (swt) guide us all 
to succeed on this test! May Allah (swt) help us all to realize the purpose of this creation! 

Then Allah (swt) tells how these whom He (swt) is pleased with say "Subahanaka". This 
phrase is impossible to translate into a single English word. Among the meanings that it gives is 
that they are saying to Allah (swt) "How Perfect are You" and "How Glorious are You" and "How 
far from any defect and weakness are You". When you look at how wonderful a creation this 
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universe is do you really think that it could have been created by any except Allah (swt)? Do you 
think that it could be being maintained by any except Allah (swt)? Do you think that some man or 
some saint or some idol could have done this? No rather only One as Perfect and as Pure and as 
Glorious and Majestic as Allah (swt) could have created such a universe and only He (swt) could 
sustain such a universe. So when these people see the perfection in the universe around them 
then they remember the Perfection and Majesty of the Being that brought it into existence and 
the One Who Sustains it for every moment. 

Finally they say "So save us from the punishment of the Fire". These people know that 
there is a purpose to the creation. They know that they have been placed here as part of a test. 
They know that this test is to believe in and to submit to Allah (swt), so here in this part of the 
ayah they declare how they have believed and how they have submitted. Because of their belief 
and because of their submission they beg Allah (swt) to save them from the Fire. They know that 
the Fire has been prepared for those who fail in this test. They realize the sheer magnitude of the 
pain that comes from the Fire. How it is beyond all human comprehension. So they beg and 
plead Allah (swt) to save them from this punishment. This punishment that He (swt) has 
prepared for those who are heedless of His (swt)'s signs. For those who do not even look to His 
(swt)'s signs. For those who refuse to submit to Him (swt) as they were created to do. They 
know that such a punishment would be due upon them if they were to see all of these Signs and 
then not submit to Allah (swt). How can you see Allah (swt) in the universe all around you and 
still turn away from Him (swt)? Would you not then be the worst and most despicable of 
creatures? A creature deserving of the Fire. May Allah (swt) save us from that fate! May Allah 
(swt) save us from the punishment of the Fire because we know that it is a punishment that we 
cannot even bear for a moment! 
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193. "Our Rabb, surely whom you cause to enter the Fire then surely you have 
disgraced him. And for the Dhalimoon there are none from the helpers". 

In the previous ayah we saw the prayer of the ones who remembered Allah (swt) all of the 
time. They are the ones who pondered deeply on the creation of the heavens and the earth and 
realized how such a creation could not have come about except through Allah (swt). Not only are 
they certain of Allah (swt) but they also submit to Him (swt) completely. Everything that they do 
is for Allah (swt). They serve Allah (swt) because they realize that this universe was not created 
in vain. They realize that Allah (swt) created this universe in order to test them. So they strive to 
serve Allah (swt) to the best of their ability in the hope that they will pass this test. They also 
know what is the terrible fate that awaits those who fail in this test. The terrible fate that awaits 
those who turn away from Allah (swt) despite all of the signs in the creation. So they beg and 
plead to Allah (swt) to save them from the Fire. In this ayah Allah (swt) continues to tell us of 
their prayer. Insha Allah this is a prayer that we should always be making as well. 

Allah (swt) tells us how they say "Our Rabb, surely whom you cause to enter the Fire 
then surely you have disgraced him". We should never think that Allah (swt) makes people 
enter the Fire for nothing. Allah (swt) only makes to enter the Fire those whom He (swt) is 
displeased with. Those who have failed the test that He (swt) has given them. Those who choose 
to serve themselves instead of serving their Lord and Master. Those who were too proud to 
submit themselves before the Majestic and the Sublime. These are the ones whom Allah (swt) 
makes to enter the Fire and by His (swt)'s causing them to enter the Fire He (swt) has disgraced 
them. What could be of greater humiliation and shame than to enter the Fire? What could be of 
greater humiliation and shame than to know that you have failed in the test for which you were 
created? In front of all mankind. In front of their families and everyone that they knew these 


362 



people will be made to enter the Fire. Then everyone will see what failures they were. How they 
turned away from Allah (swt) even when they knew that He (swt) was the Divine and the True. 
Thus they are disgraced by Allah (swt) for their turning away from Him (swt). May Allah (swt) 
save us from such a fate! 

Sayyid Qutb comments on this prayer in his tafsir of this ayah. He says that when you read 
this ayah in the original Arabic you can see what is in the hearts of these believers just as you 
can hear their words. So not only can you hear the words that these believers are making when 
they call out to Allah (swt) but you can also see what is in their hearts as they make this prayer. 
They desperately want Allah (swt) to save them from the Fire. They fear the shame of having to 
stand before Allah (swt) and have failed this test that He (swt) has given them. Even more than 
the pain of the Fire they fear the pain of having disappointed their Lord and Master. They do not 
want Allah (swt) to put them to shame on that Day so they beg and plead of Him (swt) to save 
them from that fate! So once again we see the depth of the meaning in the ayahs of the Quran. 
Not only does Allah (swt) convey to us the words of these believers but He (swt) also reveals to 
us the conditions of their hearts. So Insha Allah when we make this prayer this is how our hearts 
must be as well. 

Finally Allah (swt) tells us how the believers say "And for the Dhalimoon there are none 
from the helpers". What these true and sincere believers fear more than anything else is to be 
from among the Dhalimoon. The Dhalimoon are those commit injustice and oppression. They are 
the ones who cause corruption and disorder in the land. They are the ones whom Allah (swt) is 
displeased with. The worst of injustice is to be ungrateful to Allah (swt) and to deny Him (swt) as 
Lord and Master. What can you say about a human being who would refuse to submit to Allah 
(swt) when Allah (swt) is the One Who brought him into existence and Allah (swt) is the One 
Who is maintaining his existence at all times? Are not such people the worst of the Dhalimoon? 
This is whom the true and sincere believers fear becoming. This is whom the believers know that 
the Fire has been promised for. So they beg and plead to Allah (swt) to save them from being 
among such people. 
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Not only has the Fire been promised for the Dhalimoon but on the day in which they return 
to Allah (swt) they will find that they have no helpers whatsoever. What gave these people the 
audacity to deny Allah (swt) in the life of this world? What made them think that they can rebel 
against the Authority of Allah (swt)? What made them think that they can serve themselves 
instead of serving their Creator and Sustainer? It is only because they were given some power in 
the life of this world. They had some soldiers and some bodyguards that they thought would help 
them. They thought that their wealth and their children can help them. They know that Allah 
(swt) is there but they have deluded themselves into thinking that these helpers that they have 
can help them against Him (swt). In the life of this world they may have been able to subdue 
some of the dawah carriers with their helpers. In the life of this world they may have been able 
to get their way with their helpers. So somehow they convinced themselves that their helpers can 
avail them against Allah (swt). Flow foolish is such thinking? Allah (swt) lets them know in this 
ayah that without a doubt on that day they will have no helpers. They will have no one to 
support them against Allah (swt). They will have no one to come and save them from the Fire. 
They will stand alone before the Lord and Master of the universe and there will be no one 
whatsoever who will come to their aid. At that moment if Allah (swt) is displeased with them then 
can you imagine their fate? Do you know what it will be like to be a person of injustice and then 
to not have any supporter or helper against Allah (swt)? May Allah (swt) save us from that fate! 
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194. "Our Rabb, surely we have heard a caller calling us to Iman (saying) 'Believe in 
your Rabb' so we have believed. Our Rabb forgive for us our sins, and cover our evil 
deeds, and make us die with the Abrar". 

In this ayah Allah (swt) continues to relate to us the prayer of those whom He (swt) is 
pleased with. These are the ones who have dedicated their lives to Allah (swt). These are the 
ones who sacrifice everything for Allah (swt). These are the ones who draw closer to Allah (swt) 
whenever they look up at the sky above them. In order to be like them we also must also be 
among those who always look to the sky above. How wonderful is this sky? Is it any but our Lord 
and Master Who could have created such a sky? Know the Greatness of your Master by looking at 
the greatness of all that He (swt) has created. This is what these people do. They reflect on the 
creation of the heavens and the earth and they realize that it is none but Allah (swt) Who could 
have created such. They also realize that Allah (swt) did not create all of this in vain but rather 
He (swt) created it with a definite purpose. He (swt) created all of this so that He (swt) may test 
them as to which of them is best in their worship and servitude of Him (swt). So these people 
know Allah (swt) through the signs in the universe, but do these signs tell them how to worship 
and serve Allah (swt)? Do these signs tell them that which is pleasing to Allah (swt)? No of 
course not. The signs only point to Allah (swt) but they do not say that which is pleasing to Him 
(swt). So these people need something else to tell them what pleases Allah (swt). They know 
that Allah (swt) is there but they do not know what their relationship with Him (swt) should be. 
They need someone to tell them what that relationship should be. They need someone to tell 
them how to worship and serve Allah (swt). This is what Allah (swt) brings our attention to in this 
ayah. 
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Allah (swt) tells us how they say "Our Rabb, surely we have heard a caller calling us to 
Iman (saying) 'Believe in your Rabb' so we have believed". Some scholars say that the 
"caller" in this ayah refers to the Prophet (saw) and others say that it refers to the Quran. Allah 
(swt) Knows best but both of these meanings seem to be correct. The Prophet (saw) only called 
out to what was in the Quran and the way of life that the Quran teaches us is what the Prophet 
(saw) lived. Allah (swt) sends prophets with Books in order to guide the people to Him (swt). 
Through these Allah (swt) shows the people how they can worship and serve Him (swt). The 
Book that Allah (swt) sends for a people and the prophet who bears that Book is the Message of 
Allah (swt) for those people. The sincere people who always look for the signs of Allah (swt) are 
the foremost in accepting the Message that their prophet brings to them. This is because they 
know that they were created to worship and serve Allah (swt) and they know that this Message 
teaches them how to fulfill that purpose of their creation. So they hear this caller that calls them 
to this Message. They hear the caller that calls them to Iman. The caller that calls them to 
believe in Allah (swt) as their "Rabb". They already believe in Allah (swt) as their Creator and 
Sustainer, but this Message teaches them that they also need to believe in Allah (swt) as their 
Lord and Master. They must believe in Allah (swt) as the One Who they must submit to 
completely and the One Whom they must serve with every action that they do. They must 
believe in the prophet who bears this Message as being the Messenger of Allah (swt) and they 
have to believe in everything that he tells them as being from Allah (swt). These are the sincere 
believers in Allah (swt) and the Message that He (swt) sends and Insha Allah these are whom we 
must strive to emulate. 

Allah (swt) then tells us how they say "Our Rabb forgive for us our sins". Once again we 
see how Allah (swt) opens for us the hearts of these sincere believers and we see what is their 
innermost desires. We see that there is nothing that brings them greater sorrow than displeasing 
Allah (swt). They remember all of the times in the past when they have displeased Allah (swt) by 
committing sins, by committing the actions that were forbidden in the Law of Allah (swt). So they 
earnestly beg Allah (swt) to forgive for them these sins. All that they want is for Allah (swt) to be 
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pleased with them. All that they want is for Allah (swt) to forgive them their sins so that He (swt) 
may be pleased with them. They love Allah (swt) so much that all that they care about is 
pleasing Him (swt) and Him (swt) being pleased with them. They see their sins as a plague and 
they are always pleading Allah (swt) to remove this plague from them. This is the only way in 
which they can be purified before their Rabb. They are not arrogant before Allah (swt). They 
realize the wrong that they have done and they are always asking their Lord to remove this 
wrong from them. They ask for His (swt)'s Forgiveness morning and evening. At every moment. 
They ask for His (swt)'s Forgiveness during good times and bad times. All that they desire is that 
Allah (swt) be pleased with them. 

Then Allah (swt) tells us how they say "and cover our evil deeds". Not only are they 
asking Allah (swt) to forgive for them their sins but they are also asking Him (swt) to cover these 
sins as well. We all have sins. We all have done deeds that were displeasing to Allah (swt). We 
should realize that every single action that we have done which is displeasing to Allah (swt) has 
been clearly recorded. We will find these sins when we return to Allah (swt) on the Last Day. The 
only way that we will be safe from these sins is if Allah (swt) covers them for us. So that is what 
the sincere believers beg Allah (swt) to do in this ayah. They beg Allah (swt) to cover for them all 
of the evil that they have done. They know that only if Allah (swt) were to cover for them their 
evil deeds would they be safe from the punishment that is due upon them and will they be safe 
from others finding out about this evil. We have all done things that we would be ashamed if 
other people found out about. We know that the Day of Judgment is the Day in which all of the 
evil that everyone has ever done will be exposed. The only evil that will not be exposed is what 
Allah (swt) chooses to conceal. So these sincere believers ask Allah (swt) to cover for them the 
evil that they have done. They know that only when their sins are covered will they be safe from 
the punishment that is due from those sins and they will be safe from any of their loved ones 
finding out about those sins. These were sins that were done against Allah (swt). In disobedience 
to His (swt)'s Law. So it is only He (swt) Who can cover them and it is only He (swt) Who can 
forgive them. 
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Finally they request of Allah (swt) to allow them to "make us die with the Abrar". The 
Abrar are those who are always thinking about Allah (swt) and who strictly abide by the Law of 
Allah (swt) in all matters. These sincere believers ask Allah (swt) to allow them to die in the 
company of the Abrar and to be reunited with them in the Hereafter. When you seek to be 
righteous yourself then you must be in the company of the righteous both in this world and the 
next. For these sincere believers their friends and loved ones are not simply those whom they 
can enjoy the life of this world with. But rather their loved ones are someone whom they can 
worship and serve Allah (swt) with. So they only want to be in the company of the righteous. The 
ones who strive to abide by the Law of Allah (swt). The ones who strive to remember Allah (swt) 
all the time. This is the company that they want to have both in this life and the next. This is why 
they pray to Allah (swt) to join them with the Abrar in both life and death. May Allah (swt) join us 
with such people as well! May Allah (swt) place us in the company of the righteous both in this 
life and the Hereafter! 


JikS i <151 dllii ^ ^3 U Lbl* 3 1^3 

_ S’ ,o 


195. Our Rabb, and grant us what you have promised through your Messengers, and 
do not disgrace on the Day of Standing. Surely you never break your promise. 

This is the final part of the prayer that the sincere believers make. So far we have seen how 
they have responded to the Signs of Allah (swt) that are in the world all around them. These 
Signs tell them that there is a Creator and Sustainer for this universe and there is a purpose for 
the creation of this universe. After they see the signs in the universe and realize Allah (swt) 
through them they then hear the call of the caller that calls them to believe in the Message that 
Allah (swt) has sent. They believe in this Message and they know through this Message that Allah 
(swt) is their Lord and Master whom they must submit to and serve in everything that they do. 
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They then remember all of the sins that they have done, they remember all of those actions that 
they did where they did not seek the Pleasure of Allah (swt). They beg Allah (swt) to forgive 
them all of these sins. They beg Allah (swt) to cover for them all of these sins so they are as if 
they never existed. After they have asked Allah (swt) for all of this, only in the very last portion 
of their prayer do they finally express to Allah (swt) what they desire of Him (swt). Only here do 
they say what they want for themselves. This request of theirs is what Allah (swt) relates to us in 
this ayah. We all want something but if we want Allah (swt) to be pleased with us then we must 
want what these sincere believers want. Our hearts must yearn for what their hearts yearn for. 

Allah (swt) tells us how they say "Our Rabb, and grant us what you have promised 
through your Messengers". First notice the word "and" that is in their prayer. This shows us 
that this prayer is a continuation of what they had prayed for in the previous ayah. What they are 
asking of Allah (swt) here continues from what they had asked of Allah (swt) in the previous 
ayahs. So here at the very end of the prayer they ask Allah (swt) to grant them what He (swt) 
had promised them through His (swt) Messengers. This promise is what Allah (swt) has promised 
everyone who believes in this Message. The promise is not one single thing but it is really many 
things. First and foremost this promise is that Allah (swt) will be pleased with them. This should 
be the first and foremost goal of everyone, to gain the Pleasure of Allah (swt). So first and 
foremost these sincere believers are asking Allah (swt) to be pleased with them. Then this 
promise is victory in this life. Victory for yourself and for your nation. You as an individual will 
find peace and tranquility in this life and you will also find that all of your needs are taken care 
of. Your nation will also be victorious in that it will gain supremacy in the land and all of the 
oppression done against it will cease. This is the promise of Allah (swt) in the life of this world 
but His (swt)'s promise in the Hereafter is much better. It is to have a peaceful and tranquil 
grave, it is to be saved from the terrors of the Last Day, it is to have an easy reckoning at the 
Judgment, it is to be taken far away from the Fire and it is to be placed in the Garden. This is the 
promise of Allah (swt) and this is what the sincere believers ask Allah (swt) to give them. 
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Then they say "and do not disgrace on the Day of Standing". Here the believers are 
asking Allah (swt) not to disgrace them. This is the kind of disgrace that comes when someone 
discovers your sins and wrong actions. It is the worst kind of humiliation and shame. However 
Sayyid Qutb tells us in his tafsir of this ayah that these people fear disgrace from Allah (swt) 
more than they do from the people. They are not so worried about the people finding out about 
their wrong. But they are more worried about their wrong being presented before their Lord on 
the Day that they meet Him (swt). More than anything they do not want to displease Allah (swt) 
on that Day. Once again we see how all that they really care about is Allah (swt) being pleased 
with them. At the end of the day if Allah (swt) is pleased with them then they are content. That 
is why they beg of Allah (swt) not to be displeased with them on that Day. 

Finally they end their prayer by saying "Surely you never break the trust". The Day of 
Judgment is a trust that Allah (swt) has given to all of creation. None of the creation can ever 
think that they can exist in this world in whatever way that they please. Everyone has a purpose. 
Everyone will be judged on how well they fulfilled this purpose. This is a trust from the Creator 
Himself (swt). Allah (swt) will never break His (swt)'s promise, of this fact we can have no doubt 
whatsoever. We believe in this Message that Allah (swt) has sent to us and we submit to Him 
(swt) as He (swt) has created us to do. In return for this we have to believe that Allah (swt) will 
never break the promise that He (swt) has given us. This is the Promise of Allah (swt) and who is 
better at keeping a promise than Him (swt)? If we live our lives to please Allah (swt) then on that 
Day we can be certain that He (swt) will please us. This is a promise from our Lord. Does Allah 
(swt) have any reason not to keep the promise that He (swt) has given us? When you see this 
wonderful creation that Allah (swt) has created only for us then would He (swt) not to keep this 
promise that He (swt) has given us? May Allah (swt) keep His (swt)'s promise to us and may we 
find a promise from Him (swt) that is true! 
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196. So their Rabb accepted them (saying) "Surely 1 will not allow to be lost the work 
of any worker among you, from the male or female, some of you are from others, so 
for the ones who make hijra and are driven out from their homes and are persecuted 
in My Path and fight and are killed, 1 shall surely cover for them their evil deeds and I 
will cause them to enter Gardens under which rivers flow, a reward from the 
Presence of Allah and with the Presence of Allah lies the best of rewards". 

In this ayah Allah (swt) tells us what is the response that He (swt) gave to this prayer 
made by the sincere believers. Look carefully at each part of this response that Allah (swt) gives. 
Notice how in this prayer Allah (swt) does not simply tell us how He (swt) answered their prayer 
but He (swt) also tells us what He (swt) expects of them. Allah (swt) tells them what they need 
to do in order to be eligible for this reward that He (swt) gives. 

Allah (swt) begins this ayah by saying "So their Rabb accepted them". This shows us that 
Allah (swt) answered their prayer. Allah (swt) is so Magnificent and so Pure and so totally Free of 
Need from anyone that He (swt) does not need to answer their prayer. Rather it is only because 
of His (swt) Love and Mercy for them that He (swt) answered their prayer. This is how Kind and 
Compassionate your Lord is so how could you ever turn away from Him (swt). See here how He 
(swt) answers the prayers of those who pray to Him (swt). Why then do you not serve Him (swt) 
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as well so that He (swt) will answer your prayer too? Know that Allah (swt) is your Rabb and as 
your Rabb part of what He (swt) does for us you is that He (swt) responds to you when you call 
on Him (swt). 

Not only does Allah (swt) answer their prayer and give them all that they asked for but in 
addition He (swt) also says to them "Surely I will not allow to be lost the work of any 
worker among you from the male or female". We are all workers for Allah (swt). We all do 
actions to serve Him (swt). Here Allah (swt) tells us that He (swt) will not allow any of our works 
to be wasted. From this you should realize that you will be rewarded for every single action that 
you do to seek the Pleasure of Allah (swt). If you do any action sincerely for the sake of Allah 
(swt) and following the way of the Prophet (saw) then know that you will be rewarded for that 
action. So work in the path of Allah (swt) to the best of your ability and know that He (swt) will 
not allow any of your deeds to be lost. Even if there is no one else to notice the good that you 
have done, know that Allah (swt) has noticed it and He (swt) will reward you for it as long as you 
are sincere to Him (swt). 

Notice how Allah (swt) specifically says "from the male or female". The word "worker" 
that Allah (swt) uses in the ayah does not convey a gender so it is already understood that this 
reward has been promised for both the male and the female. Why then does Allah (swt) 
specifically mention the male and the female? It is because it is a special mention that Allah (swt) 
gives to the sisters in this Urnmah. Allah (swt) loves the sisters in this Urnmah just as He (swt) 
loves the brothers and that is why in this ayah He (swt) gives them a special mention. So our 
sisters should also know that none of their good deeds will be lost. They also have an important 
role to play in this mission that Allah (swt) has given for our Ummah and they also will be fully 
rewarded for all that they do to fulfill this role. 

Then Allah (swt) says "some of you are from others". Here Allah (swt) shows us how all 
believers are equal. No Muslim is better than another. We are all from the other because we are 
all from the children of Adam (as). There is nothing that distinguishes one of us from the other 
except the Iman that we have in our hearts. All believers are equal in the Sight of Allah (swt) be 
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they male or female, rich or poor, Arab or non-Arab, white or black. We all come from the same 
father so we are all of each other. The only one who is better in the Sight of Allah (swt) is the 
one who fears Him (swt) more and who strives to please Him (swt) more. 

In the next part of the ayah Allah (swt) tells us of some of the deeds that the believers do 
which He (swt) is most pleased with. Allah (swt) says "the ones who make hijra and are 
driven out from their homes and are persecuted in My Path and fight and are killed". 
These are among the most beloved of actions to Allah (swt) and they are works that He (swt) will 
reward greatly. The first and foremost of these is Hijra. Hijra means here means to leave 
something for the sake of Allah (swt). Of course the prime example of Hijra is when the Muslims 
of Makkah left their homes and left their families and left their wealth to immigrate to the Islamic 
State in Madinah. They left from the land of kufr to the land of Iman only for Allah (swt). They 
gave up everything that they had for Allah (swt). Can you imagine leaving your home, your 
family, and all of your property and going to a strange and foreign land? Would you be willing to 
do all of this only for Allah (swt)? Do you love Him (swt) that much? These were the early 
Muslims who were with the Prophet (saw). These were the Sahabah. That is why Allah (swt) is 
pleased with them. That is why He (swt) mentions them in His (swt)'s Book. 

So Hijra is first and foremost leaving the land of kufr for the land of Islam. But it is in reality 
more than this. Anything that you leave for the sake of Allah (swt) can be considered a Hijra. And 
the more beloved that thing which you left is, then the greater your Hijra is and the greater your 
reward is. So the alcoholic who leaves his wine and the womanizer who leaves his women and 
the smoker who leaves his cigarettes are all examples of Hijra. You have to abandon that which 
displeases Allah (swt) completely and you have to do it only Him (swt). 

Then Allah (swt) tells us how the early Muslims were driven out from their homes and 
persecuted. You think that you have to make sacrifices this Din, but look at what these early 
Muslims had to go through. Can you imagine yourself being driven out from your home like Umm 
Salamah (ra) or Uthman bin Affan (ra)? Can you imagine yourself being tortured and persecuted 
in the hot sands of the desert like Bilal (ra) on was? This is what they went through for the sake 
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of Allah (swt) and Allah (swt) tells us here how He (swt) is most pleased with what they went 
through for His (swt)'s sake. Most of us will never make sacrifices this great so we should never 
complain when we undergo some hardship or difficulty in the way of Allah (swt). If Allah (swt) is 
giving you more and more hardships know very well that Hr (swt) could be testing you because 
He (swt) is pleased with you. Facing tests in this world is part of what it means to be a believer. 

Then Allah (swt) tells us how these believers whom He (swt) is pleased with fought in His 
(swt) path and were killed. Jihad is without a doubt one of the most pleasing of actions to Allah 
(swt). The harder an action is for you to perform then the more that Allah (swt) will reward you 
for it. Now what action could be harder than fighting in the Way of Allah (swt)? On the battlefield 
you have to strive to the utmost of your ability. You cannot allow yourself even a moment of 
laziness or heedlessness. You have to strive to your utmost to overcome your foe. You have to 
go through fear and pain. You have to feel hunger, thirst and all forms of discomfort. You have 
to leave your family and your home. And it is all for Allah (swt). It is for the cause to establish 
the Law of Allah (swt) in the land and to carry the Message of Allah (swt) to the people. What 
could be a purer act of worship and devotion than this? So it is a shame that many Muslims today 
try to distance themselves from this important act of worship. As long as it is conducted in the 
right manner jihad has always been one of the most pleasing of actions to Allah (swt). So we 
should all strive to bring back the Islamic State so that jihad in the Way of Allah (swt) can be 
fought again. In this ayah Allah (swt) tells us how He (swt) is pleased with those believers who 
went out and fought jihad in His (swt)'s Way and with those who were killed in His (swt)'s Way. 

What then is the reward for those believers who do this? Allah (swt) says "I shall surely 
cover for them their evil deeds and I will cause them to enter Gardens under which 
rivers flow". Here Allah (swt) promises the believers what they had asked for in the previous 
ayah. What could be better than this? We have all done sins. We all have done evil. We have all 
done the actions that were not pleasing to Allah (swt). If we would strive to worship and serve 
Allah (swt) then He (swt) will reward us by covering for us all of our sins completely. They will be 
covered such that they will be as if they were never there. Once Allah (swt) has covered for us all 
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of the evil that we have done then what can be our fate in the next life except Gardens under 
which rivers flow. Rivers of fresh water. Rivers of milk. Rivers of honey. Rivers of wine. You can 
drink from them. You can bathe in them. You can enjoy them to your heart's content. This is the 
reward that Allah (swt) Himself will bestow on you if you would only strive to please Him (swt). If 
only you work in His (swt)'s cause to please Him (swt). May Allah (swt) make us worthy of this 
unimaginable reward! 

Finally Allah (swt) says "a reward from the Presence of Allah and with the Presence 
of Allah lies the best of rewards". If you still have any doubts as to the greatness of this 
reward then Allah (swt) reminds you here where this reward is from. This is a reward from the 
Presence of Allah (swt). The Arabic word 'inda that Allah (swt) uses here gives the meaning that 
this reward is very close to Him (swt). It gives the meaning that this is a reward that is with Allah 
(swt) and with Allah (swt) is where this reward belongs. What can you say about a reward that is 
with Allah (swt) except that it is the very best of rewards? How could the Lord and Master of the 
universe and the One Who has Power over all things reward those whom He (swt) is pleased 
with? May Allah (swt) make us worthy of this reward! 
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197. Do not let the movements back and forth of the ones who do kufr in the lands 
deceive you. 

In this ayah Allah (swt) addresses the Muslims and He (swt) tells them not to be 
disheartened by what they see the enemies of this Message doing. Recall that when this ayah 
was revealed the main enemies of Islam were the chiefs of Quraysh. Not only were they the 
most powerful of all tribes in Arabia but economically they were also the most successful as well. 


They were powerful merchants who traveled to every land and came with handsome profits from 
their trade. Because they were the custodians of the Kabbah none of the other tribes dared to 
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even touch their caravans. In fact the other tribes even had to pay them tribute so that the idols 
of these tribes that were near the Kabbah would be protected. All this made the Quraysh more 
powerful and wealthier. At the same time when this ayah was revealed the Islamic State was still 
poor. It was only a farming village and so it never generated the kind of wealth that the Quraysh 
did. Furthermore the Prophet (saw) used all of the revenue that the State made for dawah and 
jihad. In the end very little was left for the Muslims. So some of the Muslims wondered as to why 
it is that they were weak and the enemies of this Message were strong. Why it is that they were 
poor and the enemies of this Message were wealthy. Why it is that they were constrained in the 
land and the enemies of this Message were free to roam about. Allah (swt) revealed this ayah to 
address such concerns. Allah (swt) reminds them here not to focus only on the life of this world. 
He (swt) reminds them of what lies beyond this world that we know. 

So in this ayah Allah (swt) tells the Muslims not to be deceived by what they see the enemies 
of this Message doing. Yes the Quraysh chiefs may be powerful now. Yes they may be traveling 
about in the lands making large amounts of wealth. Yes they may have much more of this world 
than the Muslims. But this is all an illusion. Allah (swt) reminds the Muslims in this ayah that it is 
only an illusion. The riches and the pleasures of this world are all but an illusion. So they should 
not be deceived by it. Allah (swt) reminds them that this jealousy that they feel is only a trick of 
Shaitan to cause them grief. Similarly you must also always be on the guard from Shaitan. Do not 
let him deceive you. He wants to distract you so that you would focus on the creation and not on 
the Creator. He wants to take you away from Allah (swt). He wants to make you distraught with 
jealousy, anger, hatred and sadness so that you will be distracted from serving Allah (swt). So do 
not worry about these people and the wealth that they have. Do not focus on their riches and the 
power that they have in the land. Let them enjoy their riches. Let them travel from one land to 
another as they please. Let them enjoy this short and fleeting life when they have it. Allah (swt) 
tells us in the next ayah what is the reality of all that they have. 
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198. A small enjoyment, then their home is Hell, an evil place of rest. 

This is the reality of what the enemies of this Message have. Notice how perfectly this 
description that Allah (swt) gives matches the reality of their situation. First of all Allah (swt) says 
"A small enjoyment". They may have some enjoyment in the life of this world but it is small in 
everyway. First the period for which it will last is small. Only for the short time that they are on 
this earth will their enjoyment last. The longest that they will have these riches is for the short 
lifespan that they have in this world. Sometimes it might last for even a shorter time than that. 
Often many of them lose their wealth and riches while they are in this world. In that case then 
their enjoyment is even shorter lived than their lifespan is. Then for the reminder of their lives 
they know nothing but poverty and deprivation. Furthermore even in the time in which they 
have these wealth and riches, does it make them truly happy? Does it give them true peace and 
contentment? Does it satisfy their hunger and yearning? No it does not. It is only a temporary 
contentment and then they are hungry again. So their pleasure is also small in that it does not 
bring them true happiness and it never satisfies them. It is small in that it satisfies them only a 
little and it gives them contentment only a little. So even the wealthiest and most powerful 
among them only has this. A small enjoyment. Then their life in this world will come to an end. 
What then will be their fate in the Flereafter? 

Allah (swt) says "then their home is Hell". This is their fate in the Flereafter. Unlike what 
they enjoyed from the life of this world there is nothing small about the Fire of Hell. Everything 
about it will be great and everything about it will be lasting. The pain that they will feel is great. 
The suffering that they will have to endure is great. The humiliation that they will be put through 
is great. And worst of all is that it will be forever. They will be given no respite whatsoever. They 
will not even have a moment in which the pain will be abated. Can you imagine what it is like to 
be in constant pain and for the pain never to end? While the pleasure and enjoyment that they 
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had in this world was small, the pain, suffering and humiliation that they will have to suffer in 
Hell is great indeed. This is what they have gotten for themselves for enjoying the life of this 
world while turning away from their duties and responsibilities to Allah (swt). 

Notice also how Allah (swt) describes Hell as "an evil place of rest". The root word for the 
Arabic word mihadthat Allah (swt) uses here means "a bed". So in a way it is as if Allah (swt) is 
saying that Hell will be their bed. Notice the sarcasm that Allah (swt) uses here. Allah (swt) uses 
such sarcasm because He (swt) is so displeased with these people. Because they have done so 
much evil. This is what they deserve for the evil that they have done. This is what they deserve 
for turning away from Allah (swt) when they were created only for Him (swt). We usually think of 
a bed as a place of comfort. A place of rest and relaxation. But for these people Hell will be 
anything but that. They will have no peace or rest in the Fire. For every moment of their 
existence from then on they will know nothing but pain. This is why it is an evil place of rest. It is 
a place where they will go to forever but they will find no peace and no solace and no rest. 
Instead all that they will find is pain and suffering for all eternity. May Allah (swt) save us from 
this terrible fate! 

One lesson that we can take from this ayah is to realize that this world is not a place of 
enjoyment, nor is it a place of rest and relaxation. This is what the enemies of this Message 
thought this world to be, and this is why they were so hostile in their opposition to this Message. 
They knew that this Message was calling on them to submit to their Creator. They knew that if 
they did that then they would not longer be able to satisfy all of their lusts and desires. They did 
not want to give up their women and their wine. They also know that this Message was calling on 
them to be the dedicated servants of Allah (swt). To be among those who strive for their entire 
lives to establish the Law of Allah (swt) in the land and to carry the Message of Allah (swt) to the 
people. They did not want to live this life of dawah and jihad. They were far more content resting 
and relaxing in their homes than going forth in the Way of Allah (swt). So they opposed this 
Message with all that they had even though they knew very well that this Message was indeed 
from Allah (swt). In order to save ourselves from ever becoming like them we have to change 
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our outlook towards the life of this world. We must never think of this world as a place of 
enjoyment and entertainment, nor should we think of it as a place of rest and relaxation. If we 
adopt this thinking then we might find ourselves resting in the bed of Hell. May Allah (swt) save 
us from that! So in order to save ourselves from that terrible fate we always have to look at this 
world as it really is. As Allah (swt) created it to be. A place of test and trial. A place in which we 
must strive to use every moment to seek the Pleasure of Allah (swt). Although we make take 
some pleasures from the life of this world in what Allah (swt) has made permissible for us and we 
may rest for a while to give our bodies strength, we have to always remember this world is not a 
place of rest. This world was created so that we would strive to serve and worship Allah (swt) in 
it. May Allah (swt) help us to realize this world for what it really is! 
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199. But for the ones who have Taqwa of their Rabb for them are Gardens under 
which rivers flow, staying therein forever, a hospitality from the Presence of Allah, 
and what is with Allah is better for the Abrar. 

In the previous ayah we saw what was the fate of those who turned away from this 
Message. The fate of those who chose to serve their lusts and desires instead of serving their 
Creator and Sustainer. Their home is Hell and the worst of resting places is it. Now in this ayah 
Allah (swt) brings our attention to the ones who are the opposite of those people. These are the 
people who dedicate their lives to Allah (swt). These are the ones who think about Allah (swt) for 
almost every moment in their day. So in these two ayahs alone you have the two paths on which 
you can walk. You also have the reward that you will get based on which of these paths you 
choose to follow. So consider now these two paths and consider the recompense that they have, 
then make your choice. Know that at the end of the day you will be on one of these paths. May 
Allah (swt) guide us to the correct of these paths! 
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Allah (swt) says "But for the ones who have Taqwa of their Rabb for them are 
Gardens under which rivers flow". First notice the word "But" with which Allah (swt) begins 
this ayah. This shows us that the people whom Allah (swt) describes in this ayah are a sharp 
contrast to the people that Fie (swt) had described in the previous ayah. They are the opposites 
of each other. They are like night and day, like darkness and light. The people whom Allah (swt) 
had described in the previous ayah did kufr to this Message. They rejected this Message from 
Allah (swt) even when they were certain that it was the Truth. They lived only to serve 
themselves. They did not care for their Creator and Sustainer and they did not care for the rest 
of mankind. They went about in the lands to and fro as they pleased. They hoarded for 
themselves large amounts of wealth. All that they cared about was the life of this world. 

Now the people whom Allah (swt) describes in this ayah are the opposite of this. First notice 
how Allah (swt) describes them as the ones who have Taqwa of their Rabb. So from this we see 
that they are among those who recognize Allah (swt) as their Lord and Master. Thus they know 
that their relationship with Him (swt) must be one of servitude. Every action that they take must 
be to please Him (swt). This is the state of their limbs, but in this ayah Allah (swt) also describes 
for us the state of their hearts. They are among those who have Taqwa of Allah (swt). This 
means that they are always thinking of Allah (swt). They are afraid of Allah (swt). They are 
always extremely careful only to do the actions that are pleasing to Allah (swt). So you see how 
Taqwa is a level above belief. It is where you have such fear and awe of Allah (swt) that all you 
want to do is please Him (swt). You are terrified of doing anything, even the smallest of actions, 
that might be displeasing to Allah (swt). May Allah (swt) allow us all to reach this level of Taqwa! 

What then is the reward for those who are able to do this? Gardens under which rivers flow. 
Our language. Our words. Our thoughts. None of these can do justice to these Gardens. It is a 
place that Allah (swt) has created only for those whom He (swt) is pleased with. If Allah (swt) 
wanted to please you then how could He (swt) please you? What are the pleasure and delights 
that He (swt) could give you? You love the life of this world, but this is only because you have 
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never experienced the Gardens. Once you have experienced them then you will see how the life 
of this world pales in comparison. May Allah (swt) make us worthy of these Gardens! 

Then Allah (swt) says "staying therein forever". What could be better than the Gardens 
other than knowing that you will be in them forever? Can you imagine a place without time? How 
much does time destroy us in the life of this world? We can feel the seconds of our life passing 
away. We can see the end coming nearer and nearer. Just think what it is like in the Gardens 
where time does not exist. You never have to hurry up again. You can take your time in doing 
whatever you want. You will know nothing but pleasure and happiness, peace and contentment 
for all eternity. Is that not a reward worth striving for? May Allah (swt) make us among those 
who always remember the Gardens! May Allah (swt) make us remember how wonderful they are 
so that we realize how much we have to strive to be worthy of them! 

Then Allah (swt) says "a hospitality from the Presence of Allah". The literal meaning of 
the word nuzuIVnat Allah (swt) uses here is the hospitality that you show to the guest. In the 
Gardens you are the permanent guest of Allah (swt). You are there because He (swt) is pleased 
with you and He (swt) has allowed you to come inside. Think then of the hospitality that the Lord 
and Master of the universe can show you. Think of all that He (swt) can give you in order to 
please you. This is where our hearts must be and this is what we must always be yearning for. 
May Allah (swt) make us worthy of this great reward! 

Finally Allah (swt) ends this ayah by saying "and what is with Allah is better for the 
Abrar". As we mentioned the Abrar are those who strive to remember Allah (swt) and strive to 
restrict their actions by the Law of Allah (swt). Without a doubt the Abrar work hard in the life of 
this world. It is not easy to live one's life constantly striving to please Allah (swt). It takes a lot of 
effort. But should the Abrar search for any reward from the life of this world? Should they look 
for the wealth of this world as a payment for their striving? Should they look for praise and 
accolade from the people? No, as Allah (swt) tells us in this ayah that what is with Him (swt) is 
much better for the Abrar. 
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So in these ayahs we have seen the path that leads to the bed of Hell and we have seen the 
path that leads to the Pleasure of Allah (swt). We have also seen that the first of these paths is a 
path of relaxation and a path of enjoying the things of this world. It is the path of those who are 
heedless to Allah (swt). It is the path of those who turn away from Allah (swt) when the Message 
reaches from Him (swt) reaches them. This is the path that our souls will incline towards if we 
allow them to. Then there is the path of those who have Taqwa of Allah (swt). The path of those 
who are always looking to please Allah (swt). The ones who always ask Allah (swt) to forgive 
them the wrong that they have done. The only dilemma that the walkers of this path face is 
which action it is that they can do at this moment that would be most pleasing to Allah (swt). 
They love Allah (swt) so much and they have so much fear and awe of Him (swt) that all that 
they want to do is please Him (swt). So for every moment of their lives they are always looking 
to which is the action that they can do which would be the most pleasing to Him (swt). Just a 
moment in which they have pleased their Lord is more valuable to them then all that this world 
has to offer. So now you know these two paths and you know the reward that you will get based 
on which of these paths that you decide to walk. Now think deeply about it and make the right 
decision. Then pray to Allah (swt) to keep you steadfast on it. This is all that matters in life. 
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200. And surely from the People of the Book there are those who believe in Allah and 
all that was sent down to you and all that was sent down to them, they are Khashieen 
before Allah and they do not trade the Signs of Allah for a small price. These are for 
whom is a reward with their Rabb. Surely Allah is Swift in taking to account. 

At its core this Surah has been about the conflict between those who stand up to defend the 
Oneness of Allah (swt) and those who seek to oppose this Truth. The conflict between those who 
choose Allah (swt) and those who choose the life of this world. This is why Allah (swt) began this 
Surah by reminding us of His (swt)'s Ultimate Reality. Allah (swt) told us how He (swt) was the 
One and Only. The Eternally Alive and the Self-Sustaining. The One Who knows no beginning and 
no end and the One Who is maintaining the existence of everything else. After that one ayah the 
rest of the Surah has been about this battle. The battle between those who submit purely to 
Allah (swt) based on the realization of who He (swt) IS and those who oppose Him (swt). Allah 
(swt) told us about this battle in several ways. One of the ways in which we saw this battle is in 
the ideological attack that Allah (swt) made on the beliefs of the Christians. First Allah (swt) 
destroyed their thinking by relating to us the true story of'Isa (as) and Mariam (as). This story 
showed us who 'Isa (as) and Mariam (as) truly were. Of all the deviant religions in the world 
today Christianity is the worst in that it has the most adherents. There is no other religion of 
deviation that has more followers than Christianity. So it is important for us to learn their beliefs 
so that we can destroy such corrupted beliefs. They commit shirk by believing in the divinity of 
'Isa (as). This is why Allah (swt) destroyed such a corrupted thinking right in the very beginning 
of the Surah. Now should we believe that all Christians are evil? Should we believe that all Jews 
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are evil? No of course not. There are many good people from among them. They are simply 
ignorant of this Message that Allah (swt) has sent to them. Even in the past there have been 
many among them who have believed in this Message that their Creator has sent to them. It is to 
such people that Allah (swt) brings our attention to in this ayah. 

Allah (swt) says in this ayah "And surely from the People of the Book there are those 
who believe in Allah and all that was sent down to you and all that was sent down to 
them". Here Allah (swt) clearly tells us that there are true and sincere believers from among the 
People of the Book. They believe in what was revealed to the Prophet (saw) and they believe in 
what was revealed to their own prophets. They do not pick and choose as to which prophet or 
messenger that they want to follow. All that they care about is worshipping and serving Allah 
(swt) as they had been created to do. So they believe in the Message that reaches them from 
Allah (swt) regardless of the messenger that bears it. They do not reject a messenger because of 
jealousy and hatred like many of their brethren do. They do not turn away from this Message to 
satisfy their lusts and desires like many of their brethren do. Thus they have passed the test that 
Allah (swt) has given them. 

Then Allah (swt) says "they are Khashieen before Allah and they do not trade the 
Signs of Allah for a small price". In this ayah Allah (swt) describes the true believers from 
among the People of the Book as those who are Khashieen before Him (swt). Recall from our 
tafsir of Surah Baqarah how we said that the Khashieen are those who are humbled before 
Power and Majesty of Allah (swt). Here we see that there are some among the People of the 
Book who are Khashieen before Allah (swt). Their fear and awe of Allah (swt) is greater than 
anything else. This fear creates in them a feeling of humbleness that prevents them from being 
too proud to follow the messenger. This fear also prevents them from lusting after the pleasures 
and desires of this world. We know that many of the Jews rejected the Prophet (saw) because 
they were too proud to follow a messenger who had come from the Arabs. We also know that 
many of the Christians rejected the Prophet (saw) because they did not want to give up all of the 
pleasures of this world that they enjoyed. The Christians had a religion where everything was 
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permissible since they believed that 'Isa (as) had gone to the Fire for their sins. But in this ayah 
Allah (swt) tells us that there were those among the People of the Book who were Khashieen 
before Him (swt). They were humbled and awed by the Power and Majesty of Allah (swt). So 
they did not allow their pride or their lusts to prevent them from believing in and following the 
Messenger whom they knew to be true. 

Not only are these sincere believers from among the People of the Book Khashieen before 
Allah (swt), but Allah (swt) also describes them here as those who do not sell His (swt)'s Signs 
for a small price. This is what their brethren who had rejected the Prophet (saw) had done. They 
knew that the Prophet (saw) was indeed the Messenger of Allah (swt) because of the clear Signs 
that he (saw) brought. Allah (swt) had given them these clear Signs so that can reach certainty 
that the Prophet (saw) was indeed the Messenger of Allah (swt). Through this Quran and 
through the other Signs that the Prophet (saw) brought they could have easily believed in the 
Prophet (saw) if they wanted to. But they chose to sell all of these great Signs for a small price. 
That price is the life of this world. That price is a life of serving their lusts and desires in this 
world. This fleeting world doomed for destruction. This world filled with anxiety and fear. This 
filled with want and need. This world filled with disease and pain. They sold the Signs of Allah 
(swt) for this world. But these sincere believers are not like them. They do not trade the Signs of 
Allah (swt) for the paltry price of this world. They contemplate and reflect on this Quran. They 
recite it in the late hours of the night. Through this Quran they reach the certainty that this 
Message is indeed from Allah (swt) and through this Quran they draw closer to Allah (swt). 

Then Allah (swt) says "These are for whom is a reward with their Rabb". The People of 
the Book who chose to believe in the Prophet (saw) have given up a lot. They have had to 
swallow their pride and follow a messenger from a people whom their nation had always looked 
down upon. They have had to give up many of the things that satisfy their lusts and desires. 

They have to give up their wine and their women. They have to give up their interest-earning 
income and their wealth from forbidden sources. Many of them even had to give up the good 
relations that they have with their friends and their family. At that time as it is today, it was not 
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looked highly upon by the Jewish or Christian community if one left their religion to return to 
Islam. So these Jews and Christians who embraced Islam had to give up a lot. In this part of the 
ayah Allah (swt) lets us know that their sacrifices will not be in vain. Without a doubt there is a 
reward for them with their Lord and Master. The best and the fullest of rewards for all that they 
had done. Who better than Allah (swt) Knows all of the sacrifices that they made and all of the 
difficulties that they had to go through? Who better than Allah (swt) is the One to reward them 
for all that they had done? 

Finally Allah (swt) ends this ayah by reminding us that "Surely Allah is Swift in taking to 
account". This means that Allah (swt) does not delay the reward of those who have earned it. 

By choosing to believe in the Prophet (saw) even when most of their people did not, these Jews 
and Christians have earned their reward from Allah (swt). Allah (swt) lets them know in this part 
of the ayah that He (swt) will not delay the reward that is coming to them. They will have their 
reward both in this life and the next and this reward will come to them quickly. In this life they 
will know the peace and tranquility that comes from having Iman in the heart. The peace and 
tranquility that come from knowing Allah (swt). They will not fear nor will they be sad because 
they know that Allah (swt) is with them and they know that everything that happens only 
happens by the Will and Permission of Allah (swt). They will know that they are part of the nation 
that Allah (swt) has chosen and they know that they have the greatest of missions that has ever 
been given to any people. They will see the brotherhood and love that comes from being a part 
of the Muslim Ummah. They will know the beautiful feeling that comes from reciting the Quran 
and from making prostration and from breaking fast in Ramadan and from standing near the 
Kabbah in Hajj. Now they are Muslims and so they have already tasted a great part of the reward 
that Allah (swt) has given them. But we know that the best of rewards is what is waiting for 
them in the Hereafter. Gardens under which rivers flow and the Pleasure of Allah (swt). Can we 
say anything more about this excellent reward than what has already been said? Our limited 
words will not do justice. But what we should always remember is that this is the reward that has 
been promised for all those who believe in this Message and who submit to Allah (swt) 
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completely as this Message calls on them to do. This promise is open for all regardless of their 
race or religion. You only have to make the choice to believe in this Message then you will see 
that Allah (swt) is Swift in taking to account with the reward that He (swt) will bring to you. All 
you have to do is make the choice. May Allah (swt) guide us all to make the correct choice! 



201. O you who believe have Sabr and strive to excel one another in Sabr and be on 
your guard and have Taqwa of Allah so that you may be successful. 

This is the last ayah of this beautiful Surah and it is of the most beautiful ayahs. In this ayah 
Allah (swt) addresses the believers and He (swt) tells us what He (swt) wants of us. We have 
already established that our quest in life is to please Allah (swt). This ayah tells us what we need 
to do in order to accomplish that goal. Not only does it tell us that but it also tells us what we 
would get if we are able to do that. So listen carefully to what your Lord and Master is telling you 
in this ayah and then strive to the best of your ability to implement His (swt)'s commands. 

Allah (swt) begins this ayah by saying "O you who believe have Sabr". Here Allah (swt) 
commands all of the Muslims to have Sabr. So to have Sabr is not a recommended act but it is an 
obligation. You are commanded by your Lord and Master to have Sabr. Let us remind ourselves 
once again of what Sabr is. Literally it means to tie or to bind. As Allah (swt) uses it in Quran 
there are three meanings that the word Sabr gives. The first meaning is to constantly strive to do 
the actions that are pleasing to Allah (swt). So no matter how difficult it is for you to wake up for 
Fajr or to fast in Ramadan you still do it. You keep doing it again and again no matter how 
difficult it becomes. The second meaning of Sabr is to restrain yourself from that which is 
displeasing to Allah (swt). So if you think that an action may be displeasing to Allah (swt) then 
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you strive to stay away from that action at all costs. No matter how difficult it is to control 
yourself you still have to do it. You have to keep controlling yourself each time your desires 
prompt you to do that action. So no matter how hard it is for you to lower your gaze when you 
see that beautiful woman on the street you still have to do it. The final meaning of Sabr is to be 
patient with the difficulties and calamities that befall you. We all go through troubles and we all 
have sorrows in the life of this world. The ones who have Sabr are the ones who can have 
patience through these trials. They do not become overcome with grief or anger. But like biting a 
bitter pill without flinching they control their pain for the sake of Allah (swt). This is the beginning 
of what it means to have Sabr and Allah (swt) commands you to have Sabr in this ayah. 

Then Allah (swt) says "and strive to excel in Sabr". Now look, Allah (swt) tells you here 
that it is not enough for you simply to have Sabr but you must strive to have as much Sabr as 
you possibly can. Your Sabr must be like an endless ocean, you have to have more and more of 
it. Your Sabr must be like a horse that does not tire, it has to keep on going and going. Such 
Sabr takes great effort to have, but this is just what Allah (swt) requires of you. Think about the 
mission that you are on. Think about who your enemies are. Think about the obstacles that stand 
in your way. Think about the environment in which you are living. Think about the situation that 
the world is in today. Think about those who have walked in this path before you and all that 
they have gone through. Think about all those who are working in this dawah today and all that 
they are going through. Think about the Glory and Majesty of the One Whom you are serving. Do 
you think that you will be able to make it unless you bring forth all of the Sabr that you can 
muster? This is what Allah (swt) commands you to do, to strive to have the most Sabr possible 
for every moment of your life. May Allah (swt) give us the ability to do it because we cannot do it 
without Him (swt)! 

Then Allah (swt) says "and be on your guard". There are several meanings to the word 
Ribat that Allah (swt) uses in this part of the ayah. One meaning is to stand guard and defend 
the frontier borders of the Islamic State. The soldiers who would stand guard and defend the 
borders of the Islamic State are those who are said to be on Ribat Of course this is a task that 
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requires a great deal of Sabr. Just imagine what it is like. You are far away from your family. You 
are sitting alone on a cold outpost. You have nothing to do except stare at the horizon and look 
for any signs of the enemy. If you see any signs of an approaching enemy army then you know 
that you are the first line of defense between them and the Islamic State. You know that it is up 
to you to rush back to inform the Muslims of the approaching enemy. You also know that you are 
vulnerable to a sudden attack and death at any moment. Such is the life of a frontier guard. So 
this is one of the most difficult of tasks that soldiers in the Islamic State had. Yet at the same 
time it is also an action that carried the greatest of rewards. The Prophet (saw) has told us that 
to spend only one night in Ribat guarding the Islamic State has more reward from Allah (swt) 
than fasting the whole day and praying the whole night for an entire month. In another hadith 
the Prophet (saw) has also told us that only one day spent in Ribat in the cause of Allah (swt) is 
better than this world and all that it contains. 

Now the reason why Allah (swt) has promised such a great reward for Ribat is not simply 
because of the difficulty involved in carrying out the action but it also because the one who does 
Ribat is defending the Muslims. We know that one drop of Muslim blood is more sacred to Allah 
(swt) than the Kabbah itself. So how beloved to Allah (swt) must the one be who spends all of 
their days and all of their nights guarding the Islamic State and protecting the Muslims therein. 
Since there is no Islamic State today you may think that it is impossible for you to make Ribat. 

But this thinking is not correct. You can still make Ribat today by working to bring back the 
Islamic State so that all of the Muslims are defended through it. The Prophet (saw) has said that 
"the Imam is a shield". This means that the Khalifah protects the Muslims from oppression and 
persecution through the Islamic State. Where is the Khalifah today who will protect the Muslims 
who are dying in Iraq or Darfur or Kashmir or all of the other parts of the world where Muslims 
are oppressed and great injustices are done against them? You can do Ribat for these Muslims by 
doing what you can to tell others about the Islamic State and by telling them about how it is a 
responsibility on all of us do to what we can to bring about its restoration. 
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Another meaning of Ribat is to constantly guard your prayers. It is such that as soon as one 
Salah ends you are already looking forward to the next one. You are eagerly awaiting the time in 
which it comes so that you can make your Salah at the earliest time. If it is possible you also try 
to make your Salah in the masjid. You also make your ablution for your Salah in the most perfect 
way possible. Even if it is cold and all you have is cold water, you still make your wudu in the 
best way possible. This is how much you guard your Salah and this is how much you are careful 
to make your Salah in the most perfect way possible. Your Salah is like the most valuable 
treasure that you have and you are always careful to guard it and not lose even one of it. 

Another meaning of the word Ribat is to always be on your guard. We know that Shaitan is 
our open enemy. We know that he is always trying to take us away from Allah (swt). So another 
meaning of the word Ribat is to be on guard against him and against all those who would try to 
take us away from the purpose of our creation. So do not allow yourself even a moment of 
heedlessness. Always be thinking about what is the next action that you can do to seek the 
Pleasure of Allah (swt). Always be aware of the ways in which Shaitan can trick you. We all have 
weaknesses and we all need to be aware of these weaknesses. For some their weakness is 
money, for others it is women, for others it is their own pride, for others it is laziness and sloth, 
for others it is jealousy and competition. So know what your weaknesses are and know of all of 
the ways that Shaitan can attack you through these weaknesses. Once you aware of the plan of 
attack of your enemy then do your best to protect yourself from him. May Allah (swt) allow us to 
be on our guard all of the time from doing anything that is displeasing to Him (swt) and from 
falling short in our obligations to Him (swt) in any way! 

Finally Allah (swt) ends this ayah by saying "have Taqwa of Allah so that you may be 
successful". Taqwa and Sabr are always linked closely to each other. Taqwa is the constant 
remembrance of Allah (swt) and it is this Taqwa that allows you to have Sabr. When you think 
about Allah (swt) and how Fie (swt) is your Lord and Master and how He (swt) Sees every single 
thing that you do and how you will return to Him (swt) one day soon then this gives you the 
strength to have Sabr. So we see that in this ayah not only does Allah (swt) tell us to have Sabr 
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but He (swt) also tells us how we can have Sabr. It is by always striving to remember Him (swt) 
and to remember Who He (swt) IS. When you realize Allah (swt) then you will see that you are 
willing to do anything for His (swt)'s sake. When you realize that He (swt) is the One Who 
brought you into existence. When you realize that He (swt) is the One Who is maintaining your 
existence for every moment of your life. When you realize that He (swt) is the One Who has 
given you all that you have. When you realize that He (swt) is the Perfect One with no weakness 
or flaws. When you realize that He (swt) is the Majestic One with all of the Names of Perfection. 
When you realize that He (swt) is the One to decide whether you will spend eternity in the Fire or 
in the Garden. Then you will see that you can do anything for Him (swt). You can even have the 
Sabr that is required of you in this dawah. 

Not only does Allah (swt) tell us how to have Sabr in this ayah but He (swt) also tells us 
what we will get if we are able to have this Sabr for Him (swt). We will be among the successful. 
What does it mean to be among the successful? It is the guidance to Allah (swt) in the life of this 
world. It is the Iman in the heart that come from that guidance. It is the peace and tranquility in 
life that comes from that Iman. Then in the next life it is the Gardens and the Pleasure of Allah 
(swt). What could be better than that? That is the real success. May Allah (swt) make us among 
those who attain this success! All success comes from Allah (swt)! To patiently preserve in this 
life is difficult. Only when we remember the One to whom we are journeying does it become 
possible. So take up this cause and remember the One for whom you are struggling. 

All praise and thanks belongs to Allah (swt), our tafsir of the second part Surah 

Imran ends here. 
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